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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Silk Routes Map & Timeline

Main Overland and Maritime Trade Routes (1st century)

Main trade routes across Asia. Image courtesy of Smithsonian Institution, used with

permission.

Where was the Silk Road?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Silk Road Trade Routes

Silk Roads trade routes. Image courtesy of Silk Road Seattle (labels added).

Background:
0PI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯uI^n¯Nk`]¯I<ln¯n`¯uIln¯<^G¯D<E[¯<O<Q^¶¯uQnP¯Dk<^EPIl¯n`¯nPI¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onPµ
0PIQk¯PIwG<w¶¯`k¯]`ln¯hk`lhIk`ol¯nQ]I¶¯DIO<^¯GokQ^O¯�PQ^<Õl¯�<^¯Gw^<lnw¶¯<k`o^G¯���¯
��¶
<^G¯I^GIG¯Q^¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯Q^¯���¯��µ¯�^¯nP`lI¯wI<kl¶¯nPI¯DQOOIln¯I]hQkIl¯uIkI¯nPI
/<ll<^Q<^l¯Ê+IklQ<^lË¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯<^G¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯n`¯nPI¯I<lnµ¯
InuII^¯nPI]¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n
Ò]QGG\I]I^¶Ó¯loEP¯<l¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^l¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¶¯uP`¯kI\<wIG¯O``Gl¯Nk`]¯`^I¯I^G¯n`¯nPI
`nPIkµ

�n¯nPIQk¯OkI<nIln¯IvnI^n¶¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯<^G¯+IklQ<^¯nIkkQn`kQIl¯uIkI¯`^\w¯<¯NIu¯Po^GkIG¯]Q\Il
<h<knµ¯7PInPIk¯{OPnQ^O¯`k¯E``hIk<nQ^O¶¯nPIlI¯I]hQkIl¯nkQIG¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯nk<GI¯E`^nQ^oIG¯n`
|`uµ

�µ 7Pw¯u<l¯nPQl¯^Inu`k[¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¼

�µ 7P<n¯O``Gl¯uIkI¯nk<GIG¯`k¯IvEP<^OIG¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¼

�µ 7P<n¯`nPIk¯O``Gl¯]QOPn¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯P<tI¯DII^¯^<]IG¯N`k¼

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Silk Road Cultures Timeline
most active period of trade (heyday) in yellow

Silk Roads cultures timeline. Image courtesy of Silk Road Seattle.

1. In 130 BCE, which Chinese dynasty opened up trade with the rest of the Silk Routes?

2. What two Persian empires ruled for the longest during the Silk Routes’ heyday?

3. Who were the Central Asian middlemen/women during the height of trade from 581 to
755 CE?

4. Which Chinese dynasty ruled at the end of the Silk Routes’ heyday? When was it

powerful, approximately?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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5. Which two Mediterranean empires ruled during the Silk Routes’ heyday?

6. Name one group from each region that would have interacted with each other along
the Silk Routes during their heyday.

Inquiry Chart Questions

What more do you want to know about the goods and ideas that moved across the Silk
Routes?

What other related questions can help us answer this Supporting Question?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

1^SnÍ�SGZ`�

Directions: Name what you know about the Unit Essential Question using this handout.

Essential Question: How does trade affect ideas and culture?

What do I already know or think I know?

QFT rules for brainstorming questions:

1. Ask as many questions as you can.

2. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer any questions.

3. Write down every question exactly as it is stated.

4. Change any statement into a question.

Brainstorm questions: Trade affects ideas and culture.

Generate as many questions as you can about the Question Focus.

Prioritize questions: Explain why you chose each of your top three questions.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 1–8

Directions: Use this vocabulary sheet to help you understand new words in Cluster 1. When

you come to a new word during a lesson, draw a picture to represent the word.

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 
I{^QnQ`^ /w]D`\Â�]<OI
(Draw a symbol that represents the

word or phrase.)

culture
Culture is the knowledge, beliefs, and
ways of life shared by a group of people,
such as language, food, art, and music.

Silk Routes/Silk
Road

The Silk Routes/Silk Road were a
network of routes (regularly traveled
pathways) of trade and cultural exchange
in Asia.

oasis An oasis is a desert area that has water

and plants. (A large oasis might be a

town.)

terrain The terrain is land with a particular kind

of natural features.

globalization

Globalization is the increasing

connectedness and interdependence of

world cultures and economies, made

possible by trade and technology.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 
I{^QnQ`^ /w]D`\Â�]<OI
(Draw a symbol that represents the

word or phrase.)

cultural diffusion

“Diffusion” means “spread,” so cultural
diffusion means the spreading out and

merging of pieces from different

cultures.

tolerance
Tolerance is the willingness to accept

feelings, habits, or beliefs that are

different from your own.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers

Taking a Trip

Directions: �]<OQ^I¯n<[Q^O¯<¯nkQh¯uIln¯n`¯�<\QN`k^Q<¯`k¯I<ln¯n`¯/h<Q^µ¯�^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k

w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^µ

California

US topographical map. Image via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Spain

Google Maps screenshot, 2023.

�µ¯�`k¯uP<n¯hokh`lI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯O`¯nPIkI¼

�µ¯7P<n¯GQN{Eo\nQIl¯u`o\G¯DI¯Q^t`\tIG¯Q^¯OInnQ^O¯nPIkI¼

�µ¯7P<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯u`o\G¯w`o¯N<EI¯`^EI¯w`o¯<kkQtIG¼

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers

�InÕl¯Y`ok^Iw¯uQnP¯<¯PQln`kQE<\¯/`OGQ<^¯nk<GIk¯`^¯<¯�¶���Æ]Q\I¯k`onIº
�n¯I<EP¯ln`h¶¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ

Interactive Tour: A Common Historical Trade Route. Image courtesy of the National Museum of Asian

Art. Edited in Canva by Educurious.

Observe

Which
geographical
features are

present?

Read

Describe the
characteristics of the

terrain.

Connect

What were the
challenges or

opportunities for
travelers?

/n`h¯�·
�Nk<lQ<D
Ê�PÆfrahÆlIIÆ<PDË

/n`h¯�·
�IkOP<^<¯Ê�okÆgahÆ
^<PË¯6<\\Iw

/n`h¯�·
+<]Qk¯Ê+<PÆmeerË
 `o^n<Q^l

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Observe

Which
geographical
features are

present?

Read

Describe the
characteristics of the

terrain.

Connect

What were the
challenges or

opportunities for
travelers?

Stop 4:
Taklamakan
(Tah-kluh-muh-
kahn) Desert
(“Place of no return”)

Stop 5:
Turfan
(Tur-fahn)

Stop 6:
Dunhuang
(Doon-huahng)

Stop 7:
Hexi (Hex-ee)
Corridor

Stop 8:
Chang’an
(Chahng-ahn)

Choose one of the geographic features you encountered as a traveler, and write a claim

explaining why it was challenging. Draw on the evidence from the interactive tour.

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Secrets of the Sea

Directions: While watching the Belitung shipwreck video, students should listen for

information about how maritime trade differed from land trade and record notes on this

handout.

Secrets of the Sea: A Tang Shipwreck and Early Trade in Asia (2017) by the Asia Society

How was maritime trade different from land trade on the Silk Routes?

Observe

What type of
video is this?

What is
happening in
the video?

What does this
video say about
the Silk Routes?

How is this
source useful to
our inquiry?

Lesson 4: Maritime Routes

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Read
As you watch the Secrets of the Sea video, listen for three facts about maritime trade that are

different from what you have learned about the overland trade so far, and jot them here:

Connect
What is one thing that surprised you about the Belitung wreck or maritime trade at the time?

How is the Belitung wreck an example of early globalization?

One-sentence summary
Write a one-sentence summary explaining the differences between land and sea trade on the

Silk Routes.

Lesson 4: Maritime Routes

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 5 Exit Ticket

Write a paragraph answering one of your sub-questions, and explain how you know by citing

the available evidence.

Lesson 5: Cultural Diffusion Along the Silk Routes
Exit Ticket

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Investigation Questions and Source Analysis

Directions: With your group, write three detailed, open-ended questions in each column

(meaning they cannot be answered with a “yes,” “no,” or single word).

Example for IDEAS: What were some skills or technologies that spread?

Goods Ideas People

Lesson 6: Travel on the Silk Routes (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Inquiry Focus: Goods
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?
When is it from?

What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us
about goods, ideas, or

people?

Connect

Does this source help
us answer any of our

questions? How?
What evidence from

the source connects to
a question?

Lesson 6: Travel on the Silk Routes (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Ideas
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?

When is it from?

What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us

about goods, ideas, or

people?

Connect

Is this source relevant
to any of our

questions? Why or why
not?

What evidence from
the source is relevant

to a question?

Lesson 6: Travel on the Silk Routes (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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People
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?

When is it from?
What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us

about goods, ideas, or
people?

Connect

Is this source relevant
to any of our

questions? Why or why
not?

What evidence from
the source is relevant

to a question?

Lesson 6: Travel on the Silk Routes (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Putting It Together

Directions: Respond to the activities below using what you have learned and your prior

knowledge of the Silk Routes.

What goods or ideas traveled along the Silk Routes?

Goods Ideas

What criteria could help you decide which goods or ideas were important?

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Goods or ideas that
traveled far or became

widespread

Goods or ideas that
affected people’s lives in

major ways

Goods or ideas whose
impact lasted

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task

Directions: 9`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯l`okEIl¶¯E`^EIhn¯]<h¶¯<^G¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl
n`¯ukQnI¯<^¯<kOo]I^n¯<D`on¯P`u¯nk<GI¯<NNIEnl¯QGI<l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIµ

Introduction
Ê`^I¯h<k<Ok<hPË

.Iln<nI¯nPI
joIlnQ`^¯<^G
hk`tQGI¯<

nPIlQlÂE\<Q]
ln<nI]I^nµ

Body Paragraph 1
1lI¯lhIEQ{E

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI
l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn

w`ok¯E\<Q]µ
Explain the overall

impact of the

chosen good or idea.

Why is your source

helpful to your

argument?

Transition
Sentence

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Body Paragraph 2
1lI¯lhIEQ{E

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI
l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn

w`ok¯E\<Q]µ
�vh\<Q^¯nPI¯`tIk<\\

Q]h<En¯`N¯nPI
EP`lI^¯O``G¯`k
QGI<µ¯7Pw¯Ql¯w`ok
l`okEI¯PI\hNo\¯n`
w`ok¯<kOo]I^n¼

Transition

Sentence

Conclusion

(one paragraph)

Summarize your
main points.
Explain why the

impact of your

goods or ideas is

important in history.

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Cluster 2: In-Depth Inquiry: Exchange at the Oasis
Inquiry Chart

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Character Development Sheet

+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I
^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

What is your character’s
name, and where are they
from?

Describe your character.
What is your character like?

What is your character doing
on the Silk Routes (why are
they there)?

Lesson 9: Silk Road Inquiry Cycle (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I
^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

What kinds of opportunities
and challenges might your
character face?

What moves with your
character on the Silk Routes
(what does your character
help to spread)?

Why are the goods or ideas
your character spreads
valuable or important?

Lesson 9: Silk Road Inquiry Cycle (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

29

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Character research: Use at least two sources to research your character.

Source title and description

What did this source help
you learn about your
character?

Source title and description

What did this source help
you learn about your
character? How was it
helpful?

Lesson 9: Silk Road Inquiry Cycle (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Character Interview Preparation

Directions: To act in character during the simulation, prepare responses to questions that will
be asked using the guidance below.

Prepare Talking Points

Use what you know about your character’s personality, and create responses from the
character’s point of view.

Key points to remember when writing an introduction conversation script:

Start with a friendly greeting.

Introduce yourself.

Use the interview questions to create your talking points.

Wrap up the conversation with a closing statement.

Conversation Stages Response/Talking Points

Greeting and
introduction

Interview Script

What is your job/role?

Why have you come to
this town? Why are you
traveling? What is your
destination?

Lesson 9: Silk Road Inquiry Cycle (Part 1)
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Interview Script

What did you bring with
you, and where does it
come from?

Why do you think your
products/skills/ideas are
valuable or needed?

Write a question for this
character. How would
your character answer
the question?

Closing statement
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Simulation Interview Sheet

DIRECTIONS: Write information about the characters you meet at each oasis town below.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Lesson 11: Simulation
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Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.
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Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Lesson 11: Simulation
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Cluster 3: The Silk Road Legacy
Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 12–14

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 
I{^QnQ`^ /w]D`\Â�]<OI
(Draw a symbol that represents the

word or phrase)

imperial
having to do with an empire, emperor, or
empress.

persecution
when someone or a group is treated
unfairly or cruelly because of their beliefs,
race, or political views

ethnic minority
group

a group of people sharing a common
and distinctive culture, religion, and/or
language who are not in the cultural
majority

separatism a policy or wish to leave an existing state
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 12-14 (Graphic Organizer)

Directions: 1lI¯nPQl¯t`E<Do\<kw¯lPIIn¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯o^GIkln<^G¯^Iu¯u`kGl¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ¯7PI^
w`o¯E`]I¯n`¯<¯^Iu¯u`kG¯GokQ^O¯<¯\Ill`^¶¯nk<^l\<nI¯Qn¯n`¯w`ok¯{kln¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯nPI^¯Gk<u¯<
hQEnokI¯n`¯kIhkIlI^n¯nPI¯u`kGµ

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 0k<^l\<nQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^ +QEnokI
(Draw a symbol that

represents the word or

phrase)

persecution

7PI^¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯<¯Ok`oh¯Ql
nkI<nIG¯o^N<Qk\w¯`k¯EkoI\\w
DIE<olI¯`N¯nPIQk¯DI\QINl¶¯k<EI¶
`k¯h`\QnQE<\¯tQIulµ

imperial
�<tQ^O¯n`¯G`¯uQnP¯<^¯I]hQkI¶
I]hIk`k¶¯`k¯I]hkIllµ

ethnic minority
group

�¯Ok`oh¯`N¯hI`h\I¯lP<kQ^O¯<
E`]]`^¯<^G¯GQlnQ^EnQtI
Eo\nokI¶¯kI\QOQ`^¶¯<^GẦ k
\<^Oo<OI¯uP`¯<kI¯^`n¯Q^¯nPI
Eo\nok<\¯]<Y`kQnwµ

separatism
�¯h`\QEw¯`k¯uQlP¯n`¯\I<tI¯<^
IvQlnQ^O¯ln<nIµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Uyghur Investigation Jigsaw

Jigsaw Investigation Question

What does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened to the legacy of
tolerance in an old Silk Road region (Xinjiang)?

Directions: Use this Graphic Organizer to capture your analysis of two sources of
evidence to answer your group’s question.

Observe

Expert Group Investigation Question:

Source 1 Title and Letter: Source 2 Title and Letter:

Type of source: Type of source:

What is this source about? What is it trying
to explain?

What is this source about? What is it trying
to explain?

What do you notice about the perspective
or purpose of the source?

What do you notice about the perspective or
purpose of the source?

How useful is this source for learning about
the Uyghur situation? Explain your answer.

How useful is this source for learning about
the Uyghur situation? Explain your answer.

Lesson 13: The Silk Road Legacy Today
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Read

What does the source tell us about the
Uyghur situation today?

What does the source tell us about the
Uyghur situation today?

Connect

Based on your sources, what does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened
to the legacy of tolerance in an old Silk Road region?  

Lesson 13: The Silk Road Legacy Today
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Home Group Summary Graphic Organizer

Expert topic question

Two most
useful

sources for
your topic

(A, B, C, D, E,
or F)

The most important/useful
information from the sources

Expert Topic #1:
Find out how the Chinese
government is treating
Uyghur people in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #2:
Find out how Uyghur people
are responding to their
treatment.

Expert Topic #3:
Find out how the Chinese
government is treating the
practice of Islam in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #4:
Find reasons behind the
Chinese government's actions
toward Uyghur people (stated
and/or hidden reasons).

Combining information from all experts on your team, please respond to this
question (two to three sentences):

What does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened to the
legacy of tolerance in an old Silk Road region?  

You can use space on the back of this paper for your answer or respond on a digital document.
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�EnQtQnw¯.I|IEnQ`^

Head

What information did you
learn from these sources?

What questions do you
still have?

Heart

What emotions does this
topic raise for you?

Do particular moments,
images, or stories stand
out to you? If so, why?

Conscience

What questions about
fairness, equity, or justice
does this event raise for

you?
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

SDG 16 and Global Response

Investigating Sources–UN Development Goal 16
Observe

What do you see?

Is there a caption? What does it
tell you?

Who created this source?

Is this source helpful to our
investigation? Why or why not?

Read

What do the visual symbols
mean? How do they relate to
the goal?

Lesson 14: Responses to the Uyghur Crisis
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Connect

Explain the three targets in your
own words.
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Global Responses to the Uyghur Situation

Directions·¯.I<G¯nPI¯QnI]l¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<knµ¯0PIlI¯<kI¯nkoI¯Iv<]h\Il¯`N¯<EnQ`^l¯nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^¯n<[I^µ

Actions Taken by Nations Actions Taken by Groups Actions Taken by Individuals

0PI¯1^QnIG¯!<nQ`^l¯Po]<^¯kQOPnl¯EPQIN

<^G¯`nPIk¯1!¯`N{EQ<\l¯P<tI¯GI]<^GIG

<EEIll¯n`¯nPI¯8Q^YQ<^O¯Q^nIk^]I^n

E<]hl¯<^G¯nPI¯NkIIG`]¯n`¯lhI<[¯uQnP

GIn<Q^IIlµ

0PI¯1/¯h<llIG¯<¯\<u¯nP<n¯�]IkQE<^

DolQ^IllIl¯u`k[Q^O¯Q^¯8Q^YQ<^O¯]oln

Oo<k<^nII¯nPIQk¯<EnQtQnQIl¯G`¯^`n

E`^nkQDonI¯n`¯<^w¯Po]<^¯kQOPnl

tQ`\<nQ`^l¯Q^¯8Q^YQ<^Oµ

�o]<^¯kQOPnl¯Ok`ohl¯P<tI¯E<\\IG¯`^

^<nQ`^l¯n`¯OQtI¯l<NInw¯Ê<lw\o]Ë¯n`

1wOPokl¯uP`¯|II¯8Q^YQ<^Oµ

�^¯����¶¯<EnQtQlnl¯E<\\IG¯N`k¯<¯D`wE`nn¯`N

nPI¯7Q^nIk¯#\w]hQEl¯Q^¯
IQYQ^O¶¯�PQ^<µ
0PIw¯GI]<^GIG¯nP<n¯!
�¯E<^EI\¯h\<^l

n`¯Dk`<GE<ln¯nPI¯#\w]hQElµ

1wOPok¯Q^GQtQGo<\l¯Q^lQGI¯8Q^YQ<^O¯P<tI

l]oOO\IG¯`on¯tQGI`l¯<^G¯hP`n`Ok<hPl

`N¯�PQ^IlI¯]QlnkI<n]I^n¯<^G¯h<llIG

nPI]¯n`¯`onlQGI¯^Iulh<hIkl¯<^G

Po]<^¯kQOPnl¯Ok`ohlµ

1wOPok¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯P<tI¯|IG¯nPI

E`o^nkw¯nI\\¯nPIQk¯ln`kQIl¯`^¯uIDlQnIl

<^G¯l`EQ<\¯]IGQ<µ

Observe

7P<n¯G`Il¯nPQl¯EP<kn¯lP`u¼

7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPQl¯EP<kn¼
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Observe

Is this chart helpful to our

investigation? Why or why not?

Read

Describe the types of actions that have

been taken in response to the Uyghur

situation.

Connect

Which of these actions will have the

biggest effect in protecting Uyghur

safety and rights? Why?

What are some actions you and other

students can take to help?
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Comparison of Religious Tolerance

Directions: 7`k[¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯EP<kn¯Dw¯lo]]<kQzQ^O¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯I<EP¯n`hQE¯N`k¯D`nP¯hIkQ`Glµ¯
QlEoll

P`u¯kI\QOQ`ol¯n`\Ik<^EI¯P<l¯EP<^OIG¯`tIk¯nQ]I¶¯<^G¯<GG¯nP<n¯n`¯nPI¯\<ln¯E`\o]^µ¯1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯l`okEIl¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯E\olnIk¯n`

lohh`kn¯w`ok¯<^luIklµ

Aspect Silk Road Uyghur crisis How religious
tolerance has changed

over time

Religious Diversity
What religions were
commonly practiced along

the Silk Road?

How did different religious
groups interact with each
other?

What religions are practiced

by the Uyghurs today?

How is religious diversity
viewed in China today?

Freedom of Worship
How freely could people
practice their religion on the

Silk Road?

Were there any major
restrictions on religious
practices?

What restrictions do Uyghur

Muslims face today?
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Aspect Silk Road Uyghur crisis How religious
tolerance has changed

over time

Role of the Government
How did different Silk Road
empires treat religion?

Did rulers allow religious
freedom, or did they enforce

one dominant religion?

How does the Chinese
government view and
regulate religion today?

Religious Education
How did people learn about

religion along the Silk Road?

Were religious schools,
temples, or monasteries
important for spreading

beliefs?

What opportunities do
Uyghur Muslims have to
learn about their religion

today?

How has religious education

changed over time?
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Aspect Silk Road Uyghur crisis How religious
tolerance has changed

over time

Cultural Exchange
How did trade and travel

along the Silk Road
encourage religious
exchange?

Were religious ideas shared

through art, stories, or
traditions?

What is happening to
Uyghur religious and cultural

traditions today?

Are Uyghur people allowed
to express their religious
identity freely? Why or why

not?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task

Silk Road Legacy: Religious Tolerance One-Pager

You will create a one-pager that helps others understand the contrast between religious

tolerance along the Silk Road and the modern-day Uyghur crisis. This will allow you to

showcase key takeaways from your research and help raise awareness about this human

rights issue.

Directions:
Step 1: Gather Key Takeaways (5 min.)

Review your notes and the class discussion on religious tolerance along the Silk Road

and the modern-day Uyghur crisis.

Identify three to four major contrasts between these periods you want to highlight.

Explain which sources support the existence of the contrasts. What is the main point

you want to communicate?

Major Contrasts Between Silk Road and Modern-Day and Key Sources

Main Idea
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Step 2: Plan Your One-Pager (10 min.)

IEQGI¯`^¯<¯\<w`on¯N`k¯w`ok¯`^IÆh<OIkµ¯�n¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI·

One-Pager Section Planning Notes

Title
7kQnI¯w`ok¯nQn\I¯QGI<µ

Summary
7kQnI¯<¯nu`¯n`¯nPkII

lI^nI^EI¯E`]h<kQl`^¯`N

kI\QOQ`ol¯n`\Ik<^EI¯`^¯nPI

/Q\[¯.`<G¯<^G¯n`G<wÕl

1wOPok¯EkQlQlµ

Key Facts and
Information

7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯]`ln
Q]h`kn<^n¯n<[I<u<wl¼

Quotations
�Q^G¯<¯jo`nI¯Nk`]¯w`ok

l`okEIl¯nP<n¯PQOP\QOPnl

nPI¯E`^nk<ln¯Q^¯kI\QOQ`ol

n`\Ik<^EIµ

Call to Action
7P<n¯lP`o\G¯hI`h\I

[^`u¯`k¯G`¯<NnIk

kI<GQ^O¼

Create Your One-Pager (20–25 min.)

7kQnI¯w`ok¯^<]I¯Q^¯nPI¯n`hÆ\INn¯E`k^Ik¯`N¯w`ok¯h<hIkµ


IlQO^¯<¯D`kGIk¯<k`o^G¯w`ok¯h<OI¯nP<n¯kI|IEnl¯nPI¯<knQN<Enl¯`k¯nPI]Il¯Nk`]¯�\olnIk¯�µ

1lI¯D`nP¯nIvn¯<^G¯tQlo<\l¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯w`ok¯QGI<lµ

 <[I¯Qn¯I^O<OQ^O¯<^G¯I<lw¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯<^G¯nI<EPIkl¯n`¯o^GIkln<^Gµ

1lI¯E`\`k¶¯D`\G¯N`^nl¶¯<^G¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h`Q^nlµ

 <[I¯lokI¯w`ok¯[Iw¯]Ill<OI¯ln<^Gl¯`onµ

�^lokI¯<\\¯u`k[¯Ql¯G`^I¯`^¯`^I¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯h<hIkµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task (Graphic Organizer)

Silk Road Legacy: Religious Tolerance One-Pager

You will create a one-pager that helps others understand the contrast between religious

tolerance along the Silk Road and the modern-day Uyghur crisis. This will allow you to

showcase key takeaways from your research and help raise awareness about this human

rights issue.

Directions:
Step 1: Gather Key Takeaways (5 min.)
Review your notes and the class discussion on religious tolerance along the Silk Road and the

modern-day Uyghur crisis.

Identify two major differences between these periods you want to highlight.

Pick two sources that help explain the differences.

What is the main point you want to communicate?

Major Contrasts Between Silk Road and Modern-Day and Key Sources

Religious Diversity: What religions were present then versus now?

Freedom of Worship: Were people free to practice their faith?

Role of the Government: How did the government affect religious freedom?

International Response: How did or do other countries react?

Other: Write your own.

Source 1

Imperial Edict

Uyghur Investigation Video or
Reading

Global Responses

Other:

Source 2

Imperial Edict

Uyghur Investigation Video or
Reading

Global Responses

Other:
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Main Idea

The Silk Road was a time of religious tolerance, but today, the Uyghur crisis threatens

religious freedom.

Religious freedom has changed over time, and history helps us understand today’s

challenges.

Other (Write your own message.):

Step 2: Plan Your One-Pager (10 min.)
Decide on a layout for your one-pager. It should include:

One-Pager Section Planning Notes Sketch or Idea

Title
What is the main idea?

Write your title idea here:

Summary
Write a two to three

sentence comparison

of religious tolerance

on the Silk Road and

today’s Uyghur crisis.

Draft your summary:

In the past, during the Silk Road era,
people practiced religious tolerance by...
However, today the Uyghur people in
China face...
This is important to understand because...

Key Facts and
Information

What are the most

important takeaways?

List two key facts from your sources:

One important fact is...
Another key detail is...
This shows that religious tolerance has
(changed/remained the same) because...

Quotations
Find a quote from your

sources that highlights
the contrast in

religious tolerance.

The quote I will use is…
This quote is important because it shows…
The source of this quote is...

Call to Action
What should people

know or do after

reading?

After reading my one-pager, I want people
to (learn, take action, think about, share)...
One way they can do this is by...
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Create Your One-Pager (20–25 min.)

7kQnI¯w`ok¯^<]I¯Q^¯nPI¯n`hÆ\INn¯E`k^Ik¯`N¯w`ok¯h<hIkµ


IlQO^¯<¯D`kGIk¯<k`o^G¯w`ok¯h<OI¯nP<n¯kI|IEnl¯nPI¯<knQN<Enl¯`k¯nPI]Il¯Nk`]¯�\olnIk¯�µ

1lI¯D`nP¯nIvn¯<^G¯tQlo<\l¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯w`ok¯QGI<lµ

 <[I¯Qn¯I^O<OQ^O¯<^G¯I<lw¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯<^G¯nI<EPIkl¯n`¯o^GIkln<^Gµ

1lI¯E`\`k¶¯D`\G¯N`^nl¶¯<^G¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h`Q^nlµ

 <[I¯lokI¯w`ok¯[Iw¯]Ill<OI¯ln<^Gl¯`onµ

�^lokI¯<\\¯u`k[¯Ql¯G`^I¯`^¯`^I¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯h<hIkµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Unit Synthesis

Directions:°7`k[¯Q^¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯n`¯kI|IEn¯`^¯w`ok¯\I<k^Q^O¯<Ek`ll¯`ok¯1^Qn¯�µ¯1lI¯w`ok

Q^joQkw¯EP<knl¶¯E\<ll¯^`nIl¶¯<^G¯EkQnQE<\¯nPQ^[Q^O¯n`¯Ivh\`kI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯<n¯I<EP¯ln<nQ`^µ¯
I

kI<Gw¯n`¯lP<kI¯n<[I<u<wl¯<l¯<¯E\<llµ

Cluster 1

�Qln¯`^I¯]<Y`k¯n<[I<u<w¯Nk`]¯nPQl¯E\olnIkµ

�GI^nQNw¯`^I¯<knQN<En¯nP<n¯u<l¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯E\olnIk¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPwµ

7P<n¯joIlnQ`^l¯G`¯w`o¯lnQ\\¯P<tI¼
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Cluster 2

List one major takeaway from this cluster.

Identify one artifact that was helpful to your understanding of the cluster and explain why.

What questions do you still have?
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Cluster 3

List one major takeaway from this cluster.

Identify one artifact that was helpful to your understanding of the cluster and explain why.

What questions do you still have?
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