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This cave mural on the Silk Route shows Xuanzang, a Chinese Buddhist monk, returning from India. Image via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Silk Routes Map & Timeline

Main Overland and Maritime Trade Routes (1st century)

Main trade routes across Asia. Image courtesy of Smithsonian Institution, used with

permission.

Where was the Silk Road?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Silk Road Trade Routes

Silk Roads trade routes. Image courtesy of Silk Road Seattle (labels added).

Background:
0PI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯uI^n¯Nk`]¯I<ln¯n`¯uIln¯<^G¯D<E[¯<O<Q^¶¯uQnP¯Dk<^EPIl¯n`¯nPI¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onPµ
0PIQk¯PIwG<w¶¯`k¯]`ln¯hk`lhIk`ol¯nQ]I¶¯DIO<^¯GokQ^O¯�PQ^<Õl¯�<^¯Gw^<lnw¶¯<k`o^G¯���¯
��¶
<^G¯I^GIG¯Q^¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯Q^¯���¯��µ¯�^¯nP`lI¯wI<kl¶¯nPI¯DQOOIln¯I]hQkIl¯uIkI¯nPI
/<ll<^Q<^l¯Ê+IklQ<^lË¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯<^G¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯n`¯nPI¯I<lnµ¯
InuII^¯nPI]¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n
Ò]QGG\I]I^¶Ó¯loEP¯<l¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^l¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¶¯uP`¯kI\<wIG¯O``Gl¯Nk`]¯`^I¯I^G¯n`¯nPI
`nPIkµ

�n¯nPIQk¯OkI<nIln¯IvnI^n¶¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯<^G¯+IklQ<^¯nIkkQn`kQIl¯uIkI¯`^\w¯<¯NIu¯Po^GkIG¯]Q\Il
<h<knµ¯7PInPIk¯{OPnQ^O¯`k¯E``hIk<nQ^O¶¯nPIlI¯I]hQkIl¯nkQIG¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯nk<GI¯E`^nQ^oIG¯n`
|`uµ

�µ 7Pw¯u<l¯nPQl¯^Inu`k[¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¼

�µ 7P<n¯O``Gl¯uIkI¯nk<GIG¯`k¯IvEP<^OIG¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¼

�µ 7P<n¯`nPIk¯O``Gl¯]QOPn¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯P<tI¯DII^¯^<]IG¯N`k¼

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Silk Road Cultures Timeline
most active period of trade (heyday) in yellow

Silk Roads cultures timeline. Image courtesy of Silk Road Seattle.

1. In 130 BCE, which Chinese dynasty opened up trade with the rest of the Silk Routes?

2. What two Persian empires ruled for the longest during the Silk Routes’ heyday?

3. Who were the Central Asian middlemen/women during the height of trade from 581 to
755 CE?

4. Which Chinese dynasty ruled at the end of the Silk Routes’ heyday? When was it

powerful, approximately?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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5. Which two Mediterranean empires ruled during the Silk Routes’ heyday?

6. Name one group from each region that would have interacted with each other along
the Silk Routes during their heyday.

Inquiry Chart Questions

What more do you want to know about the goods and ideas that moved across the Silk
Routes?

What other related questions can help us answer this Supporting Question?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

1^SnÍ�SGZ`�

Directions: Name what you know about the Unit Essential Question using this handout.

Essential Question: How does trade affect ideas and culture?

What do I already know or think I know?

QFT rules for brainstorming questions:

1. Ask as many questions as you can.

2. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer any questions.

3. Write down every question exactly as it is stated.

4. Change any statement into a question.

Brainstorm questions: Trade affects ideas and culture.

Generate as many questions as you can about the Question Focus.

Prioritize questions: Explain why you chose each of your top three questions.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 1–8

Directions: Use this vocabulary sheet to help you understand new words in Cluster 1. When

you come to a new word during a lesson, draw a picture to represent the word.

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 
I{^QnQ`^ /w]D`\Â�]<OI
(Draw a symbol that represents the

word or phrase.)

culture
Culture is the knowledge, beliefs, and
ways of life shared by a group of people,
such as language, food, art, and music.

Silk Routes/Silk
Road

The Silk Routes/Silk Road were a
network of routes (regularly traveled
pathways) of trade and cultural exchange
in Asia.

oasis An oasis is a desert area that has water

and plants. (A large oasis might be a

town.)

terrain The terrain is land with a particular kind

of natural features.

globalization

Globalization is the increasing

connectedness and interdependence of

world cultures and economies, made

possible by trade and technology.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 
I{^QnQ`^ /w]D`\Â�]<OI
(Draw a symbol that represents the

word or phrase.)

cultural diffusion

“Diffusion” means “spread,” so cultural
diffusion means the spreading out and

merging of pieces from different

cultures.

tolerance
Tolerance is the willingness to accept

feelings, habits, or beliefs that are

different from your own.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 1–8 (Graphic Organizer)

Directions: 1lI¯nPQl¯t`E<Do\<kw¯lPIIn¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯o^GIkln<^G¯^Iu¯u`kGl¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ¯7PI^

w`o¯E`]I¯n`¯<¯^Iu¯u`kG¯GokQ^O¯<¯\Ill`^¶¯nk<^l\<nI¯Qn¯n`¯w`ok¯{kln¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯nPI^¯Gk<u¯<

hQEnokI¯n`¯kIhkIlI^n¯nPI¯u`kGµ

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 0k<^l\<nQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^
+QEnokI

(Draw a symbol that represents

the word or phrase.)

culture

Culture¯Ql¯nPI¯[^`u\IGOI¶
DI\QINl¶¯<^G¯u<wl¯`N¯\QNI¯lP<kIG
Dw¯<¯Ok`oh¯`N¯hI`h\I¶¯loEP¯<l
\<^Oo<OI¶¯N``G¶¯<kn¶¯<^G¯]olQEµ

Silk Routes/Silk
Road

0PI¯Silk Routes/Silk Road
uIkI¯<¯^Inu`k[¯`N¯k`onIl
ÊkIOo\<k\w¯nk<tI\IG¯h<nPu<wlË¯`N
nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI¯Q^
�lQ<µ

oasis �^ oasis¯Ql¯<¯GIlIkn¯<kI<¯nP<n
P<l¯u<nIk¯<^G¯h\<^nlµ¯Ê�¯\<kOI

`<lQl¯]QOPn¯DI¯<¯n`u^µË

terrain
Terrain Ql¯\<^G¯uQnP¯<

h<knQEo\<k¯[Q^G¯`N¯^<nok<\

NI<nokIlµ

globalization

Globalization Ql¯nPI
Q^EkI<lQ^O¯E`^^IEnIG^Ill

<^G¯Q^nIkGIhI^GI^EI¯`N¯u`k\G

Eo\nokIl¯<^G¯IE`^`]QIl¶

]<GI¯h`llQD\I¯Dw¯nk<GI¯<^G

nIEP^`\`Owµ

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 0k<^l\<nQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^
+QEnokI

(Draw a symbol that represents

the word or phrase.)

cultural
diffusion

“Diffusion” means “spread,” so
cultural diffusion means the

spreading out and merging of

pieces from different cultures.

tolerance

Tolerance is the willingness to

accept feelings, habits, or

beliefs that are different from

your own.

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Silk Routes Map & Timeline (Sentence Starters)

Main Overland and Maritime Trade Routes (1st century)

Main trade routes across Asia. Image courtesy of Smithsonian Institution, used with

permission.

Where was the “Silk Road"? (The Silk Road was located in…)

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Silk Road Trade Routes

Silk Roads trade routes. Image courtesy of Silk Road Seattle (labels added).

Background:
0PI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯uI^n¯Nk`]¯I<ln¯n`¯uIln¯<^G¯D<E[¯<O<Q^¶¯uQnP¯Dk<^EPIl¯n`¯nPI¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onPµ
0PIQk¯PIwG<w¶¯`k¯]`ln¯hk`lhIk`ol¯nQ]I¶¯DIO<^¯GokQ^O¯�PQ^<Õl¯�<^¯Gw^<lnw¶¯<k`o^G¯���¯
��¶
<^G¯I^GIG¯Q^¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯Q^¯���¯��µ¯�^¯nP`lI¯wI<kl¶¯nPI¯DQOOIln¯I]hQkIl¯uIkI¯nPI
/<ll<^Q<^l¯Ê+IklQ<^lË¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯<^G¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯n`¯nPI¯I<lnµ¯
InuII^¯nPI]¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n
Ò]QGG\I]I^¶Ó¯loEP¯<l¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^l¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¶¯uP`¯kI\<wIG¯O``Gl¯Nk`]¯`^I¯I^G¯n`¯nPI
`nPIkµ

�n¯nPIQk¯OkI<nIln¯IvnI^n¶¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯<^G¯+IklQ<^¯nIkkQn`kQIl¯uIkI¯`^\w¯<¯NIu¯Po^GkIG¯]Q\Il
<h<knµ¯7PInPIk¯{OPnQ^O¯`k¯E``hIk<nQ^O¶¯nPIlI¯I]hQkIl¯nkQIG¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯nk<GI¯E`^nQ^oIG¯n`
|`uµ

�µ 7Pw¯u<l¯nPQl¯^Inu`k[¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¼

�µ 7P<n¯O``Gl¯uIkI¯nk<GIG¯`k¯IvEP<^OIG¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¼

�µ 7P<n¯`nPIk¯O``Gl¯]QOPn¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯P<tI¯DII^¯^<]IG¯N`k¼

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Silk Road Cultures Timeline
most active period of trade (heyday) in yellow

Silk Roads cultures timeline. Image courtesy of Silk Road Seattle.

1. In 130 BCE, which Chinese dynasty opened up trade with the rest of the Silk Routes?

2. What two Persian empires ruled for the longest during the Silk Routes’ heyday?

3. Who were the Central Asian middlemen/women during the height of trade from 581 to
755 CE?

4. Which Chinese dynasty ruled at the end of the Silk Routes’ heyday? When was it

powerful, approximately?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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5. Which two Mediterranean empires ruled during the Silk Routes’ heyday?

6. Name one group from each region that would have interacted with each other along
the Silk Routes during their heyday.

Inquiry Chart Questions

What more do
you want to know
about the goods
and ideas that
moved across the
Silk Routes?

I wonder ___.

I’m curious about ___.

One thing I want to know is ___.

Something else I would like to know is ___.

What other
related questions
can help us
answer this
Supporting
Question?

Where did ___?

When was ___?

Why did ___?

How did ___?

How did ___ affect ___?

Lesson 1: Cluster 1 Unit Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Relationship Between the Tang Military and Silk Road

Prosperity

ÒÎ0PI¯|`okQlPQ^O¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯nk<GI¯GIhI^GIG¯`^¯<Ï¯]<llQtI¯nk<^lNIk¯`N¯uI<\nP¯Nk`]¯EI^nk<\

�PQ^<¯n`¯nPI¯^`knPuIln¶¯uPIkI¯]<^w¯l`\GQIkl¯uIkI¯ln<nQ`^IGµÀ¯Î0PQl¯u<l¯nPI¯hIkQ`GÏ¯uPI^¯nPI
0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯u<l¯<n¯Qnl¯lnk`^OIln¶¯DIN`kI¯���¯��µ¯0u`¯lPQh]I^nl¯`N¯lQ\[¯Q^¯���¯n`¯<¯N`kn¯Q^


o^Po<^O¯n`n<\IG¯��¶���¯D`\nlµ¯�^¯nPI¯���l¯<^G¯���l¶¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n¯lI^n¯���¶���

D`\nl¯`N¯lQ\[¯I<EP¯wI<k¯n`¯N`ok¯GQNNIkI^n¯PI<Gjo<knIkl¯Q^¯nPI¯Nk`^nQIk¯<kI<l¯`N¯nPI¯7IlnIk^

kIOQ`^lÈ^`u¯]`GIk^¯�<^lo¯<^G¯8Q^YQ<^Oµ¯ oEP¯\<kOIk¯Q^¯jo<^nQnw¯nP<^¯<^w¯G`Eo]I^nIG

hkQt<nI¯IvEP<^OI¶¯nPIlI¯E`^nQ^oQ^O¯h<w]I^nl¯o^GIkhQ^^IG¯nPI¯kIOQ`^Õl¯hk`lhIkQnwµ¯7PI^¯nPI

0okE`Æ/`OGQ<^¯OI^Ik<\¯�^¯�olP<^¯k`lI¯oh¯Q^¯���¶¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Eon¯`NN¯h<w]I^nl¯n`

nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯�\]`ln¯Q]]IGQ<nI\w¶¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯IE`^`]w¯E`\\<hlIGµÓ

È¯Nk`]¯The Silk Road: A New History

À!`nI¯nP<n¯lQ\[¯u<l¯olIG¯n`¯h<w¯nPI¯PoOI¯^o]DIk¯`N¯l`\GQIkl¯uP`¯[Ihn¯nPI¯nk<GI¯lIEokIµ

Text source: Hansen, Valerie. 2012. The Silk Road: A New History. Oxford University Press.

Lesson 2: Cluster 1 Launch

Student Material

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers

Taking a Trip

Directions: �]<OQ^I¯n<[Q^O¯<¯nkQh¯uIln¯n`¯�<\QN`k^Q<¯`k¯I<ln¯n`¯/h<Q^µ¯�^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k

w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^µ

California

US topographical map. Image via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Spain

Google Maps screenshot, 2023.

�µ¯�`k¯uP<n¯hokh`lI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯O`¯nPIkI¼

�µ¯7P<n¯GQN{Eo\nQIl¯u`o\G¯DI¯Q^t`\tIG¯Q^¯OInnQ^O¯nPIkI¼

�µ¯7P<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯u`o\G¯w`o¯N<EI¯`^EI¯w`o¯<kkQtIG¼

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers

�InÕl¯Y`ok^Iw¯uQnP¯<¯PQln`kQE<\¯/`OGQ<^¯nk<GIk¯`^¯<¯�¶���Æ]Q\I¯k`onIº
�n¯I<EP¯ln`h¶¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ

Interactive Tour: A Common Historical Trade Route. Image courtesy of the National Museum of Asian

Art. Edited in Canva by Educurious.

Observe

Which
geographical
features are

present?

Read

Describe the
characteristics of the

terrain.

Connect

What were the
challenges or

opportunities for
travelers?

/n`h¯�·
�Nk<lQ<D
Ê�PÆfrahÆlIIÆ<PDË

/n`h¯�·
�IkOP<^<¯Ê�okÆgahÆ
^<PË¯6<\\Iw

/n`h¯�·
+<]Qk¯Ê+<PÆmeerË
 `o^n<Q^l

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Observe

Which
geographical
features are

present?

Read

Describe the
characteristics of the

terrain.

Connect

What were the
challenges or

opportunities for
travelers?

Stop 4:
Taklamakan
(Tah-kluh-muh-
kahn) Desert
(“Place of no return”)

Stop 5:
Turfan
(Tur-fahn)

Stop 6:
Dunhuang
(Doon-huahng)

Stop 7:
Hexi (Hex-ee)
Corridor

Stop 8:
Chang’an
(Chahng-ahn)

Choose one of the geographic features you encountered as a traveler, and write a claim

explaining why it was challenging. Draw on the evidence from the interactive tour.

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers (Sentence Frames 2)

Taking a Trip

Directions: �]<OQ^I¯n<[Q^O¯<¯nkQh¯uIln¯n`¯�<\QN`k^Q<¯`k¯I<ln¯n`¯/h<Q^µ¯�^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k

w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^µ

California

US topographical map. Image via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Spain

Google Maps screenshot, 2023.
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The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers

�InÕl¯Y`ok^Iw¯uQnP¯<¯PQln`kQE<\¯/`OGQ<^¯nk<GIk¯`^¯<¯�¶���Æ]Q\I¯k`onIº
�n¯I<EP¯ln`h¶¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ

Interactive Tour: A Common Historical Trade Route. Image courtesy of the National Museum of Asian

Art. Edited in Canva by Educurious.

Observe

Which physical
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characteristics of the
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The land here is… (dry,
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etc.).
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Would it be easy or
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Why?

It would be ___ for
traders to travel here

because….
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Directions: Choose one stop and draw one of the physical features located there. Write a

sentence explaining why it was important to traders.

The geography feature at this stop is a... (mountain, river, oasis)

This is important for a trader traveling in the region because...

It makes it challenging/easy to...

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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The Terrain and Its Meaning for Travelers (Sentence Frames)

Taking a Trip

Directions: �]<OQ^I¯n<[Q^O¯<¯nkQh¯uIln¯n`¯�<\QN`k^Q<¯`k¯I<ln¯n`¯/h<Q^µ¯�^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k

w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^µ
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US topographical map. Image via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Google Maps screenshot, 2023.
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�n¯I<EP¯ln`h¶¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ

Interactive Tour: A Common Historical Trade Route. Image courtesy of the National Museum of Asian

Art. Edited in Canva by Educurious.
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features are

present?

One geographical
feature here is...

This stop is
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Read

Describe the
characteristics of the
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The terrain in ___ is
mostly...

The mountains in ___
were...
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What were the
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opportunities for
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A challenge in this area
might be ___. However,
an opportunity could
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an opportunity could

be...

Stop 3:
Pamir (Pah-meer)

Mountains

Stop 4:
Taklamakan
(tah-kluh-muh-
kahn)

Desert
(“Place of no
return”)

Stop 5:
Turfan
(Tur-fahn)

Stop 6:
Dunhuang
(Doon-huahng)

Stop 7:
Hexi (Hex-ee)

Corridor

Stop 8:
Chang’an
(Chahng-ahn)

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Choose one of the geographic features you encountered as a traveler, and write a claim

explaining why it was challenging. Draw on the evidence from the interactive tour.

I think ___ because...

A geographic feature I encountered was...

This geographic feature was challenging because...

The interactive tour showed...

Doing the interactive tour, I saw ___. I believe ___ because...

Lesson 3: Geographical Challenges of the Silk Route
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Secrets of the Sea

Directions: While watching the Belitung shipwreck video, students should listen for

information about how maritime trade differed from land trade and record notes on this

handout.

Secrets of the Sea: A Tang Shipwreck and Early Trade in Asia (2017) by the Asia Society

How was maritime trade different from land trade on the Silk Routes?

Observe

What type of
video is this?

What is
happening in
the video?

What does this
video say about
the Silk Routes?

How is this
source useful to
our inquiry?

Lesson 4: Maritime Routes

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Read
As you watch the Secrets of the Sea video, listen for three facts about maritime trade that are

different from what you have learned about the overland trade so far, and jot them here:

Connect
What is one thing that surprised you about the Belitung wreck or maritime trade at the time?

How is the Belitung wreck an example of early globalization?

One-sentence summary
Write a one-sentence summary explaining the differences between land and sea trade on the

Silk Routes.

Lesson 4: Maritime Routes

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea

Directions: °.I<G¯I<EP¯IvEIkhn¶¯<^G¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯P<^G`on¯uQnP¯<¯h<kn^Ikµ

0PI +IkQh\ol¯`N¯nPI¯�kwnPk<I<^¯/I<°u<l¯ukQnnI^¯Dw¯<^¯<^`^w]`ol¯<onP`k¶¯DI\QItIG¯n`¯DI¯<
�kII[¯]IkEP<^n¯uP`¯\QtIG¯Q^¯nPI¯{kln¯EI^nokw¯��µ¯�¯periplus°Ql¯<¯GIlEkQhnQtI¯<EE`o^n¯`N¯<
t`w<OIµ¯�^¯<^EQI^n¯nQ]Il¶¯nPI¯^<]I°Ò�kwnPk<I<^¯/I<Ó GIlEkQDIG¯nPI¯.IG¯/I<¶¯+IklQ<^¯�o\N¶¯<^G
�^GQ<^¯#EI<^¯<l¯<¯lQ^O\I¯]<kQnQ]I¯<kI<µ¯�l¯w`o¯<^<\wzI¯nPI¯nu`¯IvEIkhnl¶¯olI¯Names, Routes

and Locations of the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea°n`¯\`E<nI¯nPI¯h\<EIl¯GIlEkQDIGµ

Excerpt #1: �^n`¯nPIlI¯h\<EIl¯ÎMyos-hormus, Berenice, Ptolemais of the
Hunts,°<^G¯AdulisÏ¯nPIkI¯<kI¯Q]h`knIG¯�^GQ<^¯Qk`^¶¯<^G¯lnII\¶

<^G¯�^GQ<^¯E`nn`^¯E\`nP¹<^G¯OQkG\Il¯ÊDI\nl¯uQnP¯n<llI\lË¶¯<^G

E`<nl¯`N¯Î<^Q]<\Ï¯l[Q^¯<^G¯]<\\`uÆE`\`kIG¯Êh<\I¯hokh\IË¯E\`nP¶

<^G¹]ol\Q^l¯Ê\QOPnuIQOPn¯E`nn`^¯E\`nPË¶¯<^G¯\<E¯Ê<¯kIG¯GwI

nP<n¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯nPI¯lE<\Il¯`N¯Q^lIEnl¯Q^¯�^GQ<Ëµ¯0PIkI¯<kI

Ivh`knIG¯Nk`]¯nPIlI¯h\<EIl¯ÎMyos-hormus, Berenice,
Ptolemais of the Hunts,°<^G¯AdulisÏ¯Qt`kw¶¯<^G¯n`kn`QlIÆlPI\\¶
<^G¯kPQ^`EIk`lÆP`k^µ

�^G¯lPQhl¯Nk`]¹Barygaza°DkQ^OQ^O¯n`¯nPIlI¯N<kÆlQGI¯]<k[InÆ

n`u^l¯ÎOponeÏ¯nPI¯hk`GoEnl¯`N¯nPIQk¯`u^¯h\<EIl¸¯uPI<n¶¯kQEI¶

E\<kQ{IG¯DonnIk¯ÊDonnIk¯uQnP¯nPI¯]Q\[¯N<n¯kI]`tIGË¶¯lIl<]I¯`Q\¶

E`nn`^¯E\`nP¶¯<^G¯OQkG\Il¯ÊDI\nl¯uQnP¯n<llI\lË¯<^G¯P`^Iw¯Nk`]
nPI¯kIIG¯E<\\IG¯l<EEP<kQ¯Ê\Q[I\w¯loO<k¯E<^IËµµµ

�µ°°°°°°°°�Qln`kQ<^l¯DI\QItI¯nPI¯<onP`k¯`N¯nPI¯+IkQh\ol°u<l¯<¯�kII[¯]IkEP<^nµ¯�^`uQ^O¯nPQl¶¯P`u
u`o\G¯w`o¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯<onP`kÕl¯hokh`lI¯<^G¯Q^nI^n¯Q^¯ukQnQ^O¯nPQl¯G`Eo]I^n¼

�µ°°°°°°°°�`E<nI¯ w`l°�`k]`l¶¯+n`\I]<Ql¯`N¯nPI¯�o^n¶¯�Go\Ql¶¯<^G¯#h`^I¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�`u¯u`o\G
w`o¯GIlEkQDI¯nPIQk¯\`E<nQ`^¼
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Excerpt #2: Beyond the gulf of Baraca is that of Barygaza and the coast

of the country of Ariaca, which is the beginning of the

Kingdom of Nambanus and of all India…The metropolis of

this country is Minnagara, from which much cotton cloth is

brought down to Barygaza. In these places, there remain

even to the present time signs of the expedition of Alexander,

such as ancient shrines, walls of forts, and great wells…

6.        Locate Barigaza, Ariaca, and Minnagara on the map. Fill in the blanks below with one of
the three locations to describe the relative location of each.

a)  is located in modern-day Pakistan, along

 the Indus River.

b)  is located in Western India.

c)  is located on the West coast of India, across

 from the Arabian Peninsula.

7.        Why do you think that cotton cloth travels from Minnagara to Barigaza?

8.        Where does the cotton cloth travel to once it leaves Barigaza?

Lesson 4: Maritime Routes

Student Material

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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9.        How does this object (an ancient travel log, The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea) tell the
story of these places?

Bonus Question

If you have time, discuss this with your partner and other groups that are done.

10.        What can we not learn about the Indian Ocean (Erythraean Sea) trade network from
this document?

Text source: Excerpts © 1999 Paul Halsell, Internet History Sourcebooks Project, Fordham University; Source: W.H.
Schoff (tr. & ed.), The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea: Travel and Trade in the Indian Ocean by a Merchant of the

First Century (London, Bombay & Calcutta 1912).
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Secrets of the Sea (Sentence Frames)

Directions: While watching the Belitung shipwreck video, listen for information about how

maritime trade differed from land trade and record notes on this handout.

Secrets of the Sea: A Tang Shipwreck and Early Trade in Asia (2017) by the Asia Society

How was maritime trade different from land trade on the Silk Routes?

Observe

What type of
video is this?

Animation

Informational

Documentary

Entertainment

News report

Promotional

Commercial

Training

What is
happening in
the video?

What does this
video say about
the Silk Routes?

How is this
source useful to
our inquiry?
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Read
As you watch the “Secrets of the Sea” video (15:23) by Asia Society, listen for three facts about

maritime trade that are different from what you have learned about the overland trade so far,

and jot them here:

Connect
What is one thing that surprised you about the Belitung wreck or maritime trade at the time?

How is the Belitung wreck an example of early globalization?

One-sentence summary
Write a sentence explaining one difference between land and sea trade on the Silk Routes.

One way the land and sea trade routes were different was ________________________________.

Lesson 4: Maritime Routes

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________
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7kQnI¯<¯Ok`oh¯lo]]<kw·¯�^¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¶¯lo]]<kQzI¯P`u¯nk<GI¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯N`lnIkIG¯Eo\nok<\¯GQNNolQ`^¶¯olQ^O
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Observe: Scan your assigned source to answer the following questions:

1. What do you notice about this source?

2. What is the purpose of this source?

3. How could this source be useful in helping you learn about how religion spread?
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Read·¯7`k[¯uQnP¯w`ok¯IvhIkn¯Ok`oh¯n`¯<^luIk¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nPI¯kI\QOQ`^¯<llQO^IG¯n`¯w`ok¯Ok`oh¯Q^¯nPI¯{kln¯E`\o]^·¯Ò�vhIkn
�k`oh¯.I\QOQ`^µÓ¯0PI^¯kInok^¯n`¯w`ok¯P`]I¯Ok`oh¯n`¯lP<kI¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¶¯<^G¯ukQnI¯G`u^¯uP<n¯`nPIk¯]I]DIkl¯`N¯w`ok
Ok`oh¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯nPI¯kI\QOQ`^l¯nPIw¯lnoGQIG¯Q^¯nPI¯nPkII¯Ò�`]I¯�k`oh¯.I\QOQ`^Ó¯E`\o]^lµ

Modeled
Example

_____________________

Expert Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Where and when did
this religion begin?

What were the
religion's teachings?

How did the religion
spread?
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Modeled
Example

_____________________

Expert Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Which cities or
regions became
centers for the
religion?

How did trade impact
cultural diffusion on
the Silk Road?

How did this source
help you understand
cultural diffusion?
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Directions: Annotate the map to show the religion's diffusion along the Silk Routes.

Silk Road in the First Century. Image by Babbage via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

�^nk`IoGnS`^Ín`Í�o[nok>[Í
S�olS`^

Directions: As you watch the video, capture notes about the items that moved with trade.

Intangible item How it moved with trade

What did you notice about the spread of ideas and culture:
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Class discussion: Look closely at the images. Identify similarities and differences that you

notice.

The Roman Emperor Augustus, 20-30 CE. Image

by Dinkum via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 1.0.

Gandhara Buddha, Kushnan Period (1st-2nd

century CE). Image by World Imaging via

Wikimedia Commons, in the public domain.

How do these statues from the Roman and Kushan empires show cultural diffusion?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 5 Exit Ticket

Write a paragraph answering one of your sub-questions, and explain how you know by citing

the available evidence.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

�o[nok>[Í
S�olS`^Í`^ÍnRKÍ/S[ZÍ.`onKlÍ�SQl>uÍ¶/K^nK^GKÍ/n>knKkl·

Directions: 1lI¯nPQl¯P<^G`on¯n`¯kIE`kG¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯Eo\nok<\¯GQNNolQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Gµ¯1lI¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯ln<knIkl¯n`¯PI\h¯ukQnI
w`ok¯kIlh`^lIlµ

Group Roles·¯9`o¯uQ\\¯DI¯GQtQGIG¯Q^n`¯Ok`ohl¶¯uQnP¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯N`EolQ^O¯`^¯`^I¯kI\QOQ`^·

�PkQlnQ<^Qnw

;`k`<lnkQ<^Ql]

�l\<]

 <^QEP<IQl]

Expert Group Tasks·¯ IIn¯uQnP¯`nPIkl¯<llQO^IG¯n`¯nPI¯l<]I¯kI\QOQ`^¯n`¯kIlI<kEP¯<^G¯GQlEoll¯Qnl¯lhkI<G¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIlµ

1lI¯nPI¯OoQGQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`u¯n`¯N`Eol¯w`ok¯kIlI<kEP¯<^G¯GQlEollQ`^lµ

�kI<nI¯tQlo<\¯<QGl·¯
k<u¯`k¯<^^`n<nI¯]<hl¯n`¯lP`u¯nPI¯kI\QOQ`^Õl¯GQNNolQ`^¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIlµ

Home Group Tasks·¯.Inok^¯n`¯w`ok¯`kQOQ^<\¯Ok`oh¯n`¯lP<kI¯w`ok¯{^GQ^Ol¯<^G¯hon¯n`OInPIk¯<¯lo]]<kw¯`N¯Eo\nok<\¯GQNNolQ`^¯<^G
Qnl¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯nk<GIµ

/P<kI¯{^GQ^Ol¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯IvhIkn¯Ok`ohµ

�<tI¯<¯GQlEollQ`^¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l·

�`u¯GQG¯nk<GI¯PI\h¯hI`h\I¯lP<kI¯O``Gl¶¯QGI<l¶¯<^G¯DI\QINl¼

7P<n¯PI\hIG¯kI\QOQ`^l¯lhkI<G¯n`¯^Iu¯h\<EIl¼

�`u¯GQG¯nPIlI¯kI\QOQ`^l¯<NNIEn¯nPI¯Eo\nokIl¯<^G¯l`EQInQIl¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¼

7kQnI¯<¯Ok`oh¯lo]]<kw·¯�^¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¶¯lo]]<kQzI¯P`u¯nk<GI¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯N`lnIkIG¯Eo\nok<\¯GQNNolQ`^¶¯olQ^O
Iv<]h\Il¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯kI\QOQ`^µ

�\<ll¯GQlEollQ`^·¯+kIlI^n¯w`ok¯]<h¯<^G¯lo]]<kw¯n`¯nPI¯E\<llµ
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Observe: Scan your assigned source to answer the following questions:

1. What do you notice about this source?

2. What is the purpose of this source?

3. How could this source be useful in helping you learn about how religion spread?
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Read·¯7`k[¯uQnP¯w`ok¯IvhIkn¯Ok`oh¯n`¯<^luIk¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nPI¯kI\QOQ`^¯<llQO^IG¯n`¯w`ok¯Ok`oh¯Q^¯nPI¯{kln¯E`\o]^·¯Ò�vhIkn
�k`oh¯.I\QOQ`^µÓ¯0PI^¯kInok^¯n`¯w`ok¯P`]I¯Ok`oh¯n`¯lP<kI¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<^G¯ukQnI¯G`u^¯uP<n¯`nPIk¯]I]DIkl¯`N¯w`ok
Ok`oh¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯nPI¯kI\QOQ`^l¯nPIw¯lnoGQIG¯Q^¯nPI¯nPkII¯Ò�`]I¯�k`oh¯.I\QOQ`^Ó¯E`\o]^lµ

Modeled
Example

_____________________

Expert Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Where and when did
this religion begin?

The religion began
in…

What were the
religion's teachings?

One of its main
teachings was…

How did the religion
spread?

It spread from ___ to
___.

It was spread by…
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Modeled
Example

_____________________

Expert Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Home Group
Religion

_____________________

Which cities or
regions became
centers for the
religion?

The centers of this
religion were…

How did trade impact
cultural diffusion on
the Silk Road?

The religion's impact
was…

How did this source
help you understand
cultural diffusion?

This source helped me
understand cultural
diffusion because…
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Student Handout
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Directions: Annotate the map to show the religion's diffusion along the Silk Routes.

Silk Road in the First Century. Image by Babbage via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Investigation Questions and Source Analysis

Directions: With your group, write three detailed, open-ended questions in each column

(meaning they cannot be answered with a “yes,” “no,” or single word).

Example for IDEAS: What were some skills or technologies that spread?

Goods Ideas People
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Inquiry Focus: Goods
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?
When is it from?

What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us
about goods, ideas, or

people?

Connect

Does this source help
us answer any of our

questions? How?
What evidence from

the source connects to
a question?

Lesson 6: Travel on the Silk Routes (Part 1)
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Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Ideas
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?

When is it from?

What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us

about goods, ideas, or

people?

Connect

Is this source relevant
to any of our

questions? Why or why
not?

What evidence from
the source is relevant

to a question?
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People
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?

When is it from?
What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us

about goods, ideas, or
people?

Connect

Is this source relevant
to any of our

questions? Why or why
not?

What evidence from
the source is relevant

to a question?
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Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Investigation Questions and Source Analysis (Sentence Starters)

Directions: With your group, write three detailed, open-ended questions in each column

(meaning they cannot be answered with a “yes,” “no,” or single word).

Example for IDEAS: What were some skills or technologies that spread?

GOODS IDEAS PEOPLE
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Inquiry Focus: Goods
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?
When is it from?

What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us
about goods, ideas, or

people?

Connect

Does this source help
us answer any of our

questions? How?
What evidence from

the source connects to
a question?
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Ideas
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?

When is it from?

What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us

about goods, ideas, or

people?

Connect

Is this source relevant
to any of our

questions? Why or why
not?

What evidence from
the source is relevant

to a question?
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People
Sub-questions we are investigating:

Letter &
Type of
Source

Observe

Where is it from?

When is it from?
What was its purpose?

Read

What does it tell us

about goods, ideas, or
people?

Connect

Is this source relevant
to any of our

questions? Why or why
not?

What evidence from
the source is relevant

to a question?
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Exit Ticket

Write an explanatory paragraph answering one of your sub-questions and explaining how
you know by citing the available evidence.

Restate the
question and
answer it.

Give a main
example. For example _______________________________________________________.

(describe type of evidence)

Which artifact
supports your
example?

This artifact shows that ________________________________________________.

What is important
about this? This evidence is important because _____________________________________.

Lesson 6: Travel on the Silk Routes (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Putting It Together

Directions: Respond to the activities below using what you have learned and your prior

knowledge of the Silk Routes.

What goods or ideas traveled along the Silk Routes?

Goods Ideas

What criteria could help you decide which goods or ideas were important?

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout
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Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Goods or ideas that
traveled far or became

widespread

Goods or ideas that
affected people’s lives in

major ways

Goods or ideas whose
impact lasted

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task

Directions: 9`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯l`okEIl¶¯E`^EIhn¯]<h¶¯<^G¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl
n`¯ukQnI¯<^¯<kOo]I^n¯<D`on¯P`u¯nk<GI¯<NNIEnl¯QGI<l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIµ

Introduction
Ê`^I¯h<k<Ok<hPË

.Iln<nI¯nPI
joIlnQ`^¯<^G
hk`tQGI¯<

nPIlQlÂE\<Q]
ln<nI]I^nµ

Body Paragraph 1
1lI¯lhIEQ{E

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI
l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn

w`ok¯E\<Q]µ
Explain the overall

impact of the

chosen good or idea.

Why is your source

helpful to your

argument?

Transition
Sentence

Lesson 8: Putting It Together and Formative Assessment
Student Handout
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Body Paragraph 2
1lI¯lhIEQ{E

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI
l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn

w`ok¯E\<Q]µ
�vh\<Q^¯nPI¯`tIk<\\

Q]h<En¯`N¯nPI
EP`lI^¯O``G¯`k
QGI<µ¯7Pw¯Ql¯w`ok
l`okEI¯PI\hNo\¯n`
w`ok¯<kOo]I^n¼

Transition

Sentence

Conclusion

(one paragraph)

Summarize your
main points.
Explain why the

impact of your

goods or ideas is

important in history.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Directions: 9`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯l`okEIl¶¯E`^EIhn¯]<h¶¯<^G¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl
n`¯ukQnI¯<^¯<kOo]I^n¯<D`on¯P`u¯nk<GI¯<NNIEnl¯QGI<l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIµ

Introduction:°/n<kn¯uQnP¯<¯lI^nI^EI¯nP<n¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^µ

1lI¯nPIlI¯lI^nI^EI¯ln<knIkl·

The Silk Road was a trade route connecting __________________ and _____________________µ

                      (location) (location)

The most important goods and ideas that moved along the Silk Road
were ______________________ and _________________µ

           (good or idea) (good or idea)

Body Paragraph 1: 1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯E\<Q]µ

1lI¯nPIlI¯lI^nI^EI¯ln<knIkl·

____________________ was important because _______________µ

°¯°¯°Êgood or ideaË

It helped to ___________________µ

This is shown in the artifact ___________________µ¯°

This artifact was helpful because ______________________µ

Body Paragraph 2: 1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯E\<Q]µ
1lI¯nPIlI¯lI^nI^EI¯ln<knIkl·

_______________________ was important because _______________µ

°¯°¯°¯°Êgood or ideaË

It helped to _______________µ

This is shown in the artifact _______µ¯°

This artifact was helpful because ________µ
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Conclusion: Summarize your main points.

Use these sentence starters:

�^¯E`^E\olQ`^¶ _____________________ <^G __________________uIkI¯nPI¯]`ln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯nPQ^Ol
 (O``GÂQGI<¯�)                     (O``GÂQGI<¯�)

nP<n¯]`tIG¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Gµ

0PIw¯PI\hIG¯n` ____________________ <^G¯EP<^OIG¯nPI¯u<w¯hI`h\I _______________.

0PQl¯u<l¯PQln`kQE<\\w¯lQO^Q{E<^n¯DIE<olI _______________.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

+onnS^QÍ�nÍ0`QKnRKkÍ¶/G>�`[I·

Directions: Respond to the activities below using what you have learned and your prior

knowledge of the Silk Routes.

What goods or ideas traveled along the Silk Routes?

Goods Ideas

What criteria could help you decide which goods or ideas were important?

Goods or ideas that
traveled far or became

widespread

Goods or ideas that
affected people’s lives in

major ways

Goods or ideas whose
impact lasted
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Cluster 2: In-Depth Inquiry: Exchange at the Oasis
Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Character Development Sheet

+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I
^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

What is your character’s
name, and where are they
from?

Describe your character.
What is your character like?

What is your character doing
on the Silk Routes (why are
they there)?
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+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I
^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

What kinds of opportunities
and challenges might your
character face?

What moves with your
character on the Silk Routes
(what does your character
help to spread)?

Why are the goods or ideas
your character spreads
valuable or important?
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Character research: Use at least two sources to research your character.

Source title and description

What did this source help
you learn about your
character?

Source title and description

What did this source help
you learn about your
character? How was it
helpful?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Character Interview Preparation

Directions: To act in character during the simulation, prepare responses to questions that will
be asked using the guidance below.

Prepare Talking Points

Use what you know about your character’s personality, and create responses from the
character’s point of view.

Key points to remember when writing an introduction conversation script:

Start with a friendly greeting.

Introduce yourself.

Use the interview questions to create your talking points.

Wrap up the conversation with a closing statement.

Conversation Stages Response/Talking Points

Greeting and
introduction

Interview Script

What is your job/role?

Why have you come to
this town? Why are you
traveling? What is your
destination?
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Interview Script

What did you bring with
you, and where does it
come from?

Why do you think your
products/skills/ideas are
valuable or needed?

Write a question for this
character. How would
your character answer
the question?

Closing statement
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/S[ZÍ.`>IÍ�R>k>GnKkÍ+k`�[Kl

Uyghur Horseman—Kutlug (“Kut-loo”)

�on\oO¯Ql¯<¯1wOPok¯0ok[¯P`klI]<^¯uP`¯\QtIl¯uQnP¯PQl¯N<]Q\w¯Q^¯nPI¯l`onPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯Uygher

Khaganate¯Q^¯<¯kIOQ`^¯[^`u^¯<l¯
zo^O<kQ<µ¯�I¯P<l¯DII^¯kQGQ^O¯P`klIl¯lQ^EI¯DIN`kI¯PI¯E`o\G¯u<\[¯<^G
Ql¯]`kI¯E`]N`kn<D\I¯`^¯P`klID<E[¯nP<^¯PQl¯`u^¯nu`¯NIInµ¯�I¯[^`ul¯<¯\`n¯<D`on¯nPI¯Tarpan ponies¯nP<n
PQl¯nkQDI¯k<QlIl¯<^G¯Ql¯<^¯IvhIkn¯<n¯hQE[Q^O¯`on¯nPI¯kQOPn¯h`^w¯N`k¯nPI¯kQOPn¯Y`D¯<^G¯lI<l`^µ

�on\oO¯Ql¯<\l`¯<¯l[Q\\IG¯{OPnIkµ¯/Q^EI¯PI¯u<l¯<¯w`o^O¯D`w¶¯PI¯P<l¯DII^¯h\<wQ^O¯O<]Il¯uPIkI¯PI
hk<EnQEIl¯<kEPIkw¯<^G¯Po^nQ^O¯`^¯P`klID<E[µ¯0PI¯1wOPok¯0ok[¯P`klI]I^¯<kI¯lnk`^O¶¯n`oOP¶¯<^G
Q^nQ]QG<nQ^Oµ

0PI¯1wOPok¯0ok[l¯lohh\w¯nPI¯0<^O¯�PQ^IlI¯uQnP¯nPI¯P`klIl¯nP<n¯nPIw¯^IIG¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯nPIQk¯D`kGIkl¯<^G
ln<NN¯nPIQk¯]Q\Qn<kw¯n`¯hkItI^n¯Q^nIk^<\¯kIDI\\Q`^lµ¯�¯�PQ^IlI¯]Q^QlnIk¯`^EI¯l<QG¶¯Ó�`klIl¯<kI¯nPI¯]Q\Qn<kw
hkIh<kIG^Ill¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkwµ¯�N¯PI<tI^¯n<[Il¯nPQl¯hkIh<kIG^Ill¯<u<w¶¯nPI¯ln<nI¯uQ\\¯n`nnIk¯n`¯<¯N<\\µÓ°0PI
1wOPokl¯[^`u¯nP<n¯nPI¯0<^O¯<kI¯GIlhIk<nI¯n`¯P<tI¯nPIQk¯P`klIl¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯n<[I¯<Gt<^n<OI¯`N¯nPQl¯N<Enµ

�tIkw¯wI<k¶¯nPI¯1wOPokl¯lI^G¯<¯E<k<t<^¯]<GI¯oh¯`N¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯h`^QIl¯n`¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯E<hQn<\¯`N
�P<^OÕ<^µ¯/`]I¯`N¯nPI¯h`^QIl¯<kI¯PQOP¯jo<\Qnw¶¯Don¯nPIw¯<\l`¯]Qv¯Q^¯Ò^<Ol¶Ó¯P`klIl¯Q^¯h``k¯E`^GQnQ`^¯`k
tIkw¯`\Gµ¯0PIw¯E`o^n¯`^¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯DowQ^O¯<\\¯`N¯nPI¯P`klIl¯Q^¯nPI¯E<k<t<^µ¯0PIw¯DI\QItI¯nPQl¯uQ\\
P<hhI^¯DIE<olI¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯<kI¯<Nk<QG¯`N¯nPI¯1wOPoklÕ¯]Q\Qn<kw¯lnkI^OnPµ¯0PI¯�PQ^IlI¯h<w¯N`k¯nPI
P`klIl¯uQnP¯D`\nl¯`N¯{^I¯lQ\[¯lohh\QIG¯Dw¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ¯0PI¯1wOPokl¯olIG¯nPQl¯lQ\[¯n`¯nk<GI¯uQnP¯nPIQk
7IlnIk^¯^IQOPD`klµ

�on\oO¯P<l¯DII^¯EP`lI^¯n`¯<EE`]h<^w¯nPI¯P`klI¯E<k<t<^¯n`¯�P<^OÕ<^µ¯�I¯Ql¯IvEQnIG¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯EP<^EI
n`¯tQlQn¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯�I¯P<l¯DII^¯n`\G¯<D`on¯Qn¯Dw¯NI\\`u¯nkQDIl]I^¯<^G¯u<^nl¯n`¯lII¯<\\¯nPI¯O``Gl¯Q^¯nPI
7IlnIk^¯�P<^OÕ<^¯]<k[In¶¯tQlQn¯nPI¯uQ^I¯lP`hl¯<^G¯kIln<ok<^nl¶¯<^G¯DI¯I^nIkn<Q^IG¯Dw¯DI<onQNo\
G<^EQ^O¯OQk\l¯Nk`]¯�oEP<µ¯�I¯[^`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�P<^OÕ<^¯<kI¯Q^nQ]QG<nIG¯Dw¯nPI¯1wOPoklµ¯�I
\``[l¯N`ku<kG¯n`¯kQGQ^O¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯EQnw¶¯hIklo<GQ^O¯]IkEP<^nl¯n`¯OQtI¯PQ]¯ÒhkIlI^nlÓ¯<^G¯NII\Q^O
Q]h`kn<^nµ

�^¯lhQnI¯`N¯PQl¯n`oOP^Ill¶¯PI¯<^G¯PQl¯nkQDIl]I^¯uQ\\¯P<tI¯n`¯DI¯E<kINo\¯`^¯nPI¯nkQh¯n`¯<^G¯Nk`]¯�PQ^<µ
0PIwÕ\\¯^IIG¯n`¯<t`QG¯0QDIn<^¯k<QGQ^O¯h<knQIl¯uP`¯u<^n¯n`¯lnI<\¯nPIQk¯P`klIl¯<^G¯lQ\[µ

7PI^¯�on\oOÕl¯E<k<t<^¯<kkQtIl¯<n¯nPI¯D`kGIk¯nk<GQ^O¯h`ln¶¯PI¯Ql¯GQl<hh`Q^nIG¯nP<n¯PI¯Ql¯^`n¯<\\`uIG¯n`
E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯�P<^OÕ<^µ¯0PI¯�PQ^IlI¯D`kGIk¯Oo<kGl¯<kI¯\Q]QnQ^O¯nPI¯^o]DIk¯`N¯1wOPokl¯nP<n¯<kI¯<\\`uIG
n`¯I^nIk¯nPI¯E<hQn<\µ¯/`¯�on\oO¯P<l¯n`¯ln<w¯D<E[¯<l¯<¯Ok`oh¯`N¯PQOP¯`N{EQ<\l¶¯<^G¯]I]DIkl¯`N¯nPI¯k`w<\
N<]Q\w¯ÊQ^E\oGQ^O¯nu`¯hkQ^EIllIlË¶¯]`tI¯`^u<kG¯E<kkwQ^O¯\InnIkl¯<^G¯nkQDonI¯OQNnl¯N`k¯nPI¯0<^O¯I]hIk`kµ

+IkP<hl¯`^I¯G<w¯PI¯uQ\\¯DI¯<D\I¯n`¯lII¯nPI¯uI<\nP¯<^G¯lh\I^G`k¯`N¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯E<hQn<\µ¯
on¯N`k¯^`u¶¯PI
]oln¯kInok^¯n`¯PQl¯lnIhhI¯D<lQ^¯<^G¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯k<QlI¯h`^QIlµ

Additional resources:

Horses and Camels¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Heavenly Horses¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

The Uyghurs¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Tang Princess—Tai (rhymes with “sigh”)

0PI¯lQlnIk¯`N¯nPI¯0<^O¯�PQ^IlI¯I]hIk`k¶¯+kQ^EIll¯0<Q¯nk<tI\IG¯Nk`]¯�P<^OÕ<^¯n`¯nPI¯Uyghur capital¯Q^
`kGIk¯n`¯]<kkw¯nPIQk¯[P<O<^¯ÊI]hIk`k¶¯hk`^`o^EIG¯Ò���ÆP<<^ÓËµ¯�Ik¯<kk<^OIG¯]<kkQ<OI¯u<l¯]I<^n¯n`
EI]I^n¯nPI¯NkQI^GlPQh¯DInuII^¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯<^G¯nPI¯1wOPoklµ¯0PQl¯u<l¯^IEIll<kw¯DIE<olI¯nPI¯0<^O
kI\QIG¯`^¯nPI¯1wOPokl¯N`k¯E<t<\kw¯h`^QIlµ¯7QnP`on¯nPIQk¯PI\h¶¯nPI¯0<^O¯u`o\G¯P<tI¯nk`oD\I¯hk`nIEnQ^O
nPIQk¯D`kGIkl¯<^G¯honnQ^O¯G`u^¯kIDI\\Q`^l¯uQnPQ^¯�PQ^<µ

0PI¯1wOPokl¯[^Iu¯nP<n¯nPI¯0<^O¯uIkI¯GIlhIk<nI¯N`k¯nPIQk¯h`^QIl¶¯l`¯nPIw¯EP<kOIG¯tIkw¯PQOP¯hkQEIl¯N`k
nPI]µ¯0PI¯1wOPokl¯lI^n¯nPI¯0<^O¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯h`^QIl¯I<EP¯wI<k¯<^G¯GI]<^GIG¯��¯n`¯��¯D`\nl¯`N¯lQ\[
N`k¯I<EP¯`^Iµ¯0PIw¯nPkI<nI^IG¯n`¯<nn<E[¯nPI¯0<^O¯QN¯nPIw¯GQG¯^`n¯h<wµ¯0PI¯]<kkQ<OI¯DInuII^¯nPI¯ko\Q^O
N<]Q\QIl¯PI\hIG¯n`¯l]``nP¯^IO`nQ<nQ`^l¯DInuII^¯nPI¯nu`¯h`uIklµ¯0<Q¯u<l¯nPI¯N`oknP¯0<^O¯hkQ^EIll¯n`
DI¯lI^n¯n`¯]<kkw¯<¯1wOPok¯[P<O<^µ

�l¯0<^O¯k`w<\nw¶¯0<Q¯P<G¯<EEIll¯n`¯nPI¯\ovokw¯O``Gl¯nP<n¯nk<tI\IG¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIlµ¯�^¯PIk¯P<Qk¶¯lPI
h\<EIG¯uPQnI¯Y<GI¯P<Qk¯hQ^l¯nP<n¯P<G¯DII^¯]Q^IG¯Q^¯�P`n<^¯<^G¯GIlQO^IG¯Q^¯�^GQ<µ¯�k`o^G¯PIk¯^IE[¶
lPI¯u`kI¯
oGGPQlnÆQ^lhQkIG¯YIuI\kw¯`N¯O`\G¶¯hI<k\l¶¯<^G¯lI]QhkIEQ`ol¯ln`^Il¯]<GI¯Dw¯<knQl<^l¯Q^
�I^nk<\¯�lQ<µ¯/PI¯E<kkQIG¯
oGGPQln¯k`l<kw¯DI<Gl¯E<ktIG¯Nk`]¯<]DIk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯
<\nQE¯kIOQ`^µ¯�^G¯lPI
olIG¯hIkNo]Il¯N`k¯PIk¯D`Gw¶¯E\`nPIl¶¯<^G¯D<nP°nP<n¯uIkI¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯`Q\l¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯`N¯�^GQ<µ

�n¯u<l¯GQN{Eo\n¯N`k¯+kQ^EIll¯0<Q¯n`¯\I<tI¯PIk¯N<]Q\wµ¯/PI¯nk<tI\IG¯`tIk¯�¶���¯]Q\Il¯Nk`]¯PIk¯P`]I¯Q^
�P<^OÕ<^µ¯/PI¯u<l¯<EE`]h<^QIG¯Dw¯<¯\<kOI¯E<k<t<^¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIG¯1wOPok¯P`klI]I^¶¯�PQ^IlI¯`N{EQ<\l¶
PIk¯k`w<\¯<nnI^G<^nl¶¯<^G¯E<]I\l¯hQ\IG¯PQOP¯uQnP¯OQNnlµ¯0PI¯Y`ok^Iw¯n``[¯lItIk<\¯]`^nPlµ¯�`uItIk¶
uPI^¯lPI¯DIE<]I¯nPI¯[P<no^¯ÊjoII^Ë¯`N¯nPI¯1wOPok¯hI`h\Il¶¯lPI¯u<l¯lokk`o^GIG¯Dw¯nPI¯l<]I¯\ItI\¯`N
\ovokw¯lPI¯IvhIkQI^EIG¯<n¯nPI¯h<\<EI¯Q^¯�P<^OÕ<^µ

/PI¯u<l¯<\kI<Gw¯N<]Q\Q<k¯uQnP¯<^G¯N`^G¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<^¯lnw\Il¯`N¯G<^EI¯<^G¯]olQE¯nP<n¯lPI¯u`o\G
I^E`o^nIk¯Q^¯PIk¯^Iu¯P`]Iµ¯!`n¯ItIkwnPQ^O¯u<l¯N<]Q\Q<k¯n`¯PIk¯nP`oOPµ¯�Ik¯^Iu¯PolD<^G¯u<l¯^`n¯<

oGGPQln¯Don¯<¯ <^QEP<I<^¶¯<^G¯PI¯hkINIkkIG¯PIk¯n`¯GkIll¯Q^¯nPI¯1wOPok¯lnw\I¯`N¯k`w<\¯k`DIl¯uQnP
^<kk`u¯l\IItIlµ

0<QÕl¯^Iu¯PolD<^G¯GQIG¯`^\w¯nu`¯wI<kl¯<NnIk¯nPIw¯uIkI¯]<kkQIGµ¯�tI^¯nP`oOP¯lPI¯u<l¯<\\`uIG¯n`¯kInok^
n`¯�PQ^<¯o^GIk¯nPI¯nIk]l¯`N¯nPI¯<kk<^OI]I^n¶¯lPI¯EP`lI¯n`¯ln<w¯Q^¯nPI¯1wOPok¯E<hQn<\¯`N¯#kGoÆ
<\Qjµ
�Ik¯GIEQlQ`^¯n`¯ln<w¯l<tIG¯nPI¯0<^O¯nPI°IvhI^lI¯`N¯lI^GQ^O¯<¯^Iu¯hkQ^EIllµ¯�n¯<\\`uIG¯nPI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh
DInuII^¯nPI¯0<^O¯<^G¯nPI¯1wOPokl¯n`¯E`^nQ^oI¯uQnP`on¯Q^nIkkohnQ`^µ

+kQ^EIll¯0<Q¯`^\w¯kInok^IG¯P`]I¯n`¯�PQ^<¯��¯wI<kl¯\<nIk¶¯<NnIk¯nPI¯1wOPokl¯uIkI¯uI<[I^IG¯Dw¯Q^t<lQ`^l
`N¯nPI¯�wkOwz¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtIG¯n`¯nPI¯^`knPuIlnµ

Additional resources:

Uyghur kings, princesses, and princes·¯/Ek`\\¯G`u^¯n`¯Ú
oGGPQln¯<^G¯ <^QEPI<^¯1wOPok¯<knQN<EnlÚ
ÊWikipediaË

Tang princesses in diplomacy¯ÊWomen in World HistoryË

Khotanese princesses·¯�P`n<^¯u<l¯<^`nPIk¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯`<lQl¯ÊWomen in World HistoryË

The Tang dynasty¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

The Uyghurs¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Buddhist Pilgrim—Chudda (“Choo-da”)

�PoGG<¯Ql¯<¯
oGGPQln¯]`^[¯Nk`]¯KashmirµÀ¯�I¯I^nIkIG¯nPI¯
oGGPQln¯]`^<lnIkw¯<l¯<¯EPQ\G¯<^G
DIE<]I¯<¯No\\w¯`kG<Q^IG¯]`^[¯Q^¯PQl¯nuI^nQIlµ¯�I¯u<l¯^`n¯tIkw¯IGoE<nIG¯<^G¯GQG¯^`n¯u<^n¯n`¯DIE`]I
<¯lEP`\<k¶¯Don¯PI¯[Ihn¯PQl¯
oGGPQln¯t`ulµ¯�I¯lohh`knIG¯PQ]lI\N¯Dw¯lI\\Q^O¯lEk`\\l¶¯hk<wIk¯lPIInl¶¯<^G
l]<\\¯h<Q^nQ^Ol¯<n¯<¯ln<\\¯^I<k¯nPI¯]`^<lnIkwµ

�PoGG<¯\`^OIG¯n`¯nk<tI\¯<^G¯lII¯nPI¯lQnIl¯nP<n¯`nPIk¯]`^[l¯<n¯nPI¯]`^<lnIkw¯GIlEkQDIGµ¯�I¯GIEQGIG
PI¯u`o\G¯]<[I¯<¯hQ\OkQ]<OI¯n`¯ `o^n¯7on<Q¯Q^¯�PQ^<¶¯<¯lQnI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯
oGGPQlnl¯<l¯nPI¯P`]I¯`N¯<
D`GPQl<nnt<µ¯�¯D`GPQl<nnt<¯Ql¯<¯
oGGPQln¯uP`¯Ql¯E\`lI¯n`¯I^\QOPnI^]I^n¯Don¯EP``lIl¯n`¯kI]<Q^¯`^¯I<knP
n`¯PI\h¯`nPIklµ¯�PoGG<¯GIGQE<nIG¯PQl¯nkQh¯n`¯hI<EI¯<^G¯nPI¯Ok`unP¯`N¯
oGGPQl]¯Q^¯PQl¯E`o^nkw¶¯uPQEP
u<l¯ko\IG¯Dw¯�Q^Gol¯<^G¯P<G¯DII^¯Q^¯E`^|QEn¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯wI<klµ

�PoGG<Õl¯Y`ok^Iw¯u`o\G¯DI¯\`^O¯<^G¯GQN{Eo\n¶¯E`tIkQ^O¯�¶���¯]Q\Il¯Q^¯n`n<\¯<^G¯n<[Q^O¯^o]Ik`ol¯G<wlµ

IN`kI¯PI¯\INn¶¯PI¯P<G¯n`¯OIn¯PQl¯h<hIkl¯Q^¯`kGIkµ¯�I¯u`o\G¯^IIG¯nPI]¯n`¯GIh<kn¯Nk`]¯�<lP]Qkµ¯7PI^
PI¯kI<EPIG¯�P<^OÕ<^¶¯PI¯u`o\G¯^IIG¯n`¯OIn¯hIk]QllQ`^¯n`¯tQlQn¯ `o^n¯7on<Qµ¯�^¯<GGQnQ`^¯n`¯nk<tI\
h<hIkl¶¯�PoGG<¯E<kkQIG¯\InnIkl¯Nk`]¯NI\\`u¯]`^[l¯uP`¯<l[IG¯PQ]¯n`¯DkQ^O¯nPI]¯n`¯nPIQk¯NkQI^Gl¯<\`^O
nPI¯u<wµ¯�I¯<\l`¯E<kkQIG¯lItIk<\¯kIjoIlnl¯N`k¯nPQ^Ol¯\Q[I¯Y<GI¯k`l<kw¯DI<Gl¶¯lQ\[¯E\`nP¶¯<^G¯E`hQIl¯`N

oGGPQln¯lEkQhnokIlµ¯�I¯u`o\G¯G`¯PQl¯DIln¯n`¯OIn¯nPIlI¯QnI]l¯N`k¯PQl¯NkQI^Gl¯<l¯PI¯nk<tI\IGµ

7PI^¯�PoGG<¯{^<\\w¯<kkQtIG¯<n¯ `o^n¯7on<Q¶¯PI¯tQlQnIG¯nPI¯lQnI¯uQnP¯<¯Ok`oh¯`N¯`nPIk¯hQ\OkQ]l¶¯]<^w¯`N
uP`]¯uIkI¯�PQ^IlI¯]`^[lµ¯�I¯ln<wIG¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯]`^nPl¶¯tQlQnQ^O¯nI]h\Il¯<^G¯lPkQ^Il¶¯<nnI^GQ^O
\IEnokIl¶¯<^G¯I^Y`wQ^O¯tIOIn<kQ<^¯NI<lnl¯hk`tQGIG¯Dw¯\`E<\¯h<nk`^lµ

�^¯nPI¯��¯wI<kl¯lQ^EI¯PI¯P<G¯\INn¯�<lP]Qk¶¯<¯^Iu¯[Q^O¯<^G¯ko\Q^O¯N<]Q\w¯P<G¯E`]I¯n`¯h`uIkµ¯!Ikt`ol
<D`on¯nPI¯EP<^OI¯Q^¯\I<GIklPQh¶¯�PoGG<¯GIEQGIG¯n`¯lInn\I¯Q^¯
o^Po<^O¯`^¯PQl¯u<w¯P`]Iµ¯
o^Po<^O
P<G¯]<^w¯]`^<lnIkQIl¶¯<^G¯\QtQ^O¯nPIkI¯u`o\G¯<\\`u¯PQ]¯n`¯tQlQn¯nPI¯N<]`ol¯E<tI¯h<Q^nQ^Ol¯<l¯`NnI^¯<l
PI¯\Q[IGµ¯�I¯[^Iu¯PI¯u`o\G¯DI¯uI\E`]I¯<^G¯P<hhw¯Q^¯
o^Po<^Oµ¯�I¯u`o\G¯\QtI¯<n¯<¯]`^<lnIkw¯<^G
lIn¯oh¯PQl¯ln<\\¯N`k¯lEk`\\l¶¯hk<wIk¯lPIInl¶¯<^G¯h<Q^nQ^Ol¯nPIkIµ

*The green, brown, and dark red unlabeled sections on this linked map are all part of what was once

the kingdom of Kashmir.

Additional resources:

0k<tI\¯<EE`o^n¯`N¯{NnP¯EI^nokw¯
oGGPQln¯hQ\OkQ]¯�<vQ<^·¯/Ek`\\¯G`u^¯n`¯Ú�<vQ<^Ú¯ÊInternational

Dunhuang ProgrammeË

0k<tI\¯<EE`o^n¯`N¯lItI^nP¯EI^nokw¯
oGGPQln¯hQ\OkQ]¯8o<^z<^O·¯/Ek`\\¯G`u^¯n`¯Ú8o<^z<^OÚ

ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË


oGGPQl]¯<^G¯0k<GI¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë


oGGPQl]¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Gl¯ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË


o^Po<^O¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2016/05/19/mapping-the-conflict-in-kashmir/
https://idp.bl.uk/exhibition/buddhism-on-the-silk-roads/articles/transmission-of-buddhism/buddhist-travellers-and-pilgrims/
https://idp.bl.uk/exhibition/buddhism-on-the-silk-roads/articles/transmission-of-buddhism/buddhist-travellers-and-pilgrims/
https://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/religion/buddhism/buddhism.html
https://idp.bl.uk/exhibition/buddhism-on-the-silk-roads/
https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/dunhuang
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Traveling Merchant—Nanaivandak (“Naa-nigh-vaan-daak”)

!<^<Qt<^G<[¯Ql¯<¯]IkEP<^n¯Nk`]¯Sogdiana¯uP`¯u<l¯k<QlIG¯Dw¯PQl¯o^E\I¯Q^¯/<]<k[<^Gµ¯!<^<Qt<^G<[Õl
N<nPIk¯GQIG¯Q^¯<¯kIDI\\Q`^¯<O<Q^ln¯nPI¯�DD<lQG¯�]hQkIµ¯�NnIk¯nP<n¶¯PQl¯o^E\I¯<G`hnIG¯PQ]¯<^G¯n<oOPn
PQ]¯P`u¯n`¯ko^¯nPI¯DolQ^Illµ¯0`¯E`^GoEn¯DolQ^Ill¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¶¯!<^<Qt<^G<[¯P<G¯\I<k^IG¯<¯NIu
u`kGl¯Q^¯�k<DQE¶¯�PQ^IlI¶¯0ok[QE¶¯<^G¯0QDIn<^¶¯Don¯PI¯u<l¯kI\QItIG¯nP<n¯nPI¯]<Q^¯\<^Oo<OI¯`N¯nk<GI¯`^
nPI¯k`<Gl¯u<l¯/`OGQ<^µ¯�^G¯ItIkw`^I¯o^GIkln``G¯nPI¯\<^Oo<OI¯`N¯]`^Iw¶¯uPInPIk¯Qn¯E<]I¯Q^¯nPI¯N`k]
`N¯D<knIkIG¯O``Gl¶¯k`\\l¯`N¯lQ\[¶¯`k¯E`Q^lµ¯!<^<Qt<^G<[¯<hhkIEQ<nIG¯P`u¯\QOPn¯lQ\[¯u<l¯n`¯E<kkw¯<^G
<EEIhnIG¯Qn¯uPI^ItIk¯Qn¯u<l¯`NNIkIGµ¯
on¯PI¯<\l`¯\Q[IG¯P`u¯nPI¯/<ll<^Q<^¯lQ\tIk¯E`Q^l¯<^G¯
wz<^nQ^I
O`\G¯E`Q^l¯^ItIk¯\`ln¯nPIQk¯t<\oIÈItIkw`^I¯u<^nIG¯hkIEQ`ol¯]In<\lµ

!<^<Qt<^G<[Õl¯h<kI^nl¯uIkI¯;`k`<lnkQ<^¶¯Don¯PQl¯o^E\I¯P<G¯E`^tIknIG¯PQ]¯n`¯nPI¯h`ho\<k¯ <^QEP<I<^
kI\QOQ`^µ¯0PQl¯kI\QOQ`^¯u<l¯N`o^GIG¯Q^¯nPI¯�kG¯EI^nokw¯Dw¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯hk`hPIn¯ <^Q¯<^G¯OkIu¯Nk`]¯\`E<\
 Il`h`n<]Q<^¯kI\QOQ`^lµ¯�n¯GIlEkQDIG¯<^¯`^O`Q^O¯lnkoOO\I¯Q^¯Po]<^¯PQln`kw¯DInuII^¯nPI¯u`k\Gl¯`N
\QOPn¯<^G¯G<k[^Ill¶¯`k¯O``G¯<^G¯ItQ\µ¯!<^<Qt<^G<[¯I^Y`wIG¯nPI¯N<En¯nP<n¯PI¯E`o\G¯hk<EnQEI¯PQl¯kI\QOQ`^¯Q^
 <^QEP<I<^¯nI]h\Il¯Q^¯`nPIk¯`<lQl¯n`u^lµ¯�n¯]<GI¯nPI¯DokGI^l¯`N¯nk<tI\¯\QOPnIkµ¯
on¯PI¯]QvIG¯I<lQ\w
uQnP¯]IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯n`u^lhI`h\I¯`N¯<\\¯N<QnPl¯<^G¯P<G¯NkQI^Gl¯Nk`]¯<n¯\I<ln¯lQv¯GQNNIkI^n¯kI\QOQ`^lµ¯�n
]<GI¯PQ]¯hk`oG¯nP<n¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯{kln¯nk<^l\<n`kl¯`N¯
oGGPQln¯nIvnl¯Q^n`¯�PQ^IlI¯P<G¯DII^¯<¯/`OGQ<^º

!<^<Qt<^G<[Õl¯u`k[¯<l¯<¯]IkEP<^n¯n``[¯PQ]¯<\`^O¯nPI¯�<lnIk^¯/Q\[¯.`<Gµ¯0whQE<\\w¯PI¯E<kkQIG¯<¯E<kO`¯`N
]ol[¶¯OI]l¶¯<^G¯lQ\tIk¯u<kIl¯Ek<NnIG¯Dw¯\`E<\¯<knQl<^l¯Ê{^I¯]In<\u`k[¯u<l¯<¯lhIEQ<\nw¯`N¯/`OGQ<^<Ëµ¯0PI
]ol[¯u<l¯P<ktIlnIG¯Nk`]¯GIIk¯Q^¯0QDIn¯<^G¯u<l¯t<\oIG¯<l¯<¯hIkNo]I¯Dw¯uI<\nPw¯u`]I^¯Q^¯nPI¯�k<D
u`k\Gµ¯ ol[¯u<l¯l`¯IvhI^lQtI¯nP<n¯<n¯nQ]Il¯Qn¯u<l¯u`knP¯]`kI¯nP<^¯O`\Gµ¯0PI¯koDQIl¶¯I]Ik<\Gl¶¯<^G
\<hQl¯\<zo\Q¯Ê<¯GIIh¯D\oI¯ln`^IË¯nP<n¯PI¯l`\G¯`NnI^¯E<]I¯Nk`]¯nPI¯]Q^Il¯n`¯nPI¯l`onP¯`N¯/<]<k[<^Gµ

#^EI¶¯<l¯<¯D`w¶¯!<^<Qt<^G<[¯P<G¯<EE`]h<^QIG¯PQl¯N<nPIk¯`^¯<^¯IvhIGQnQ`^¯nP<n¯nk<tI\IG¯nPI¯uP`\I
�¶���Æ]Q\I¯k`onI¯n`¯�PQ^<µ¯
on¯<l¯<^¯<Go\n¶¯PI¯nwhQE<\\w¯nk<tI\IG¯nPI¯lIO]I^nl¯`N¯nPI¯k`<G¯E\`lIln¯n`
/`OGQ<^<µ¯�^¯nPI¯nk<GQ^O¯n`u^l¯<\`^O¯nPI¯0<[\<]<[<^¯
IlIkn¶¯PI¯`NnI^¯lIEokIG¯{^I¯lQ\[¯Nk`]¯�PQ^<¯Q^
kInok^¯N`k¯PQl¯O``Glµ¯�I¯Dk`oOPn¯nPI¯lQ\[¯D<E[¯P`]I¯n`¯lohh\w¯uI<\nPw¯/`OGQ<^l¯<^G¯0ok[l¯<^G¯n`¯DI
nk<GIG¯N<knPIk¯uIln¯n`¯nPI¯
wz<^nQ^I¯�]hQkIµ¯�^`nPIk¯hk`GoEn¯PI¯nk<GIG¯N`k¯u<l¯l<\¯<]]`^Q<E¶¯<
E`]]`^\w¯olIG¯EPI]QE<\¯Q^¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯u`k\G¯Ê<^G¯lnQ\\¯n`G<wËµ¯�n¯E<]I¯Nk`]¯^<nok<\¯GIh`lQnl¯`k¯Nk`]
<^Q]<\¯Go^Oµ¯+I`h\I¯olIG¯Qn¯n`¯l`NnI^¯\I<nPIk¶¯n`¯\`uIk¯nPI¯nI]hIk<nokI¯`N¯]In<\¯l`¯Qn¯E`o\G¯DI¯]`\GIG
<^G¯lP<hIG¶¯<^G¯n`¯GwI¯E\`nPµ

Additional resources:

/Q\[¯.`<G·¯
I{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯Ê�Gt<^n`okË

�<\\Ikw¯�oQGI·¯�ovokw¯�knl¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯�]hQkIl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

 IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯�okkI^EQIl¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

0PI¯/`OGQ<^l·¯�^|oI^EIkl¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Gl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
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http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/sogdians/images/map.jpg
https://www.worldhistory.org/Silk_Road/
https://www.advantour.com/silkroad/goods.htm
https://asia-archive.si.edu/exhibition/gallery-guide-luxury-arts-of-the-silk-route-empires/
http://sites.asiasociety.org/arts/monksandmerchants/merchants.htm
https://sogdians.si.edu/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Traveling Merchant—Zidan (“Zee-dan”)

Zidan is a traveling merchant from Baghdad. His work takes him along the land routes of the Silk Road
as he works to buy and sell spices from a variety of locations and for a variety of purposes. The spices he
trades—saffron, turmeric, cinnamon, cardamom, ginger, and pepper—come from the Byzantine
Empire at the western end of the Silk Routes. They also come from India and from Southeast Asia.
Sometimes he trades incense from Arabia that comes north via the Spice Routes. These valuable, light
trade goods are used for cooking, medicine, in religious ceremonies, and even as air fresheners.

Zidan never married and has no children. His sisters and brothers also live in Baghdad and look after
his parents, so he is free to spend his life on the road. Although he is often away from home, the central
location of Baghdad is ideal for accessing trade networks. He is proud of his home city and the culture
of learning cultivated there at the House of Wisdom. This is a library and translation center located
quite near his small apartment.

Although most merchants tend to make shorter trips between two destinations, Zidan has always
been fascinated by the different customs and cultures of the world. So he travels east to Samarkand,
Turfan, and even Dunhuang whenever he gets the chance. On many occasions, he has made journeys
west to the cities of Anatolia, where he has sold frankincense and bought saffron. Frankincense is
collected from the tree sap of Boswellia trees in Lebanon and used in Christian religious ceremonies in
the Byzantine Empire.

Zidan has never traveled on the maritime routes. But he does access cinnamon, cloves, and nutmeg
from the Maluku Islands (or Spice Islands) in Southeast Asia through relationships he is cultivating with
the Chola Empire in Southern India. He has heard that Arab merchants are beginning to settle in
Southeast Asia and blend with the local people. Perhaps he will journey there and settle down
someday—or at least go to see the Spice Islands for himself.

Additional resources

The Exchange of Spices Along the Silk Roads¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Baghdad and the Silk Roads¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Goods Traded on the Silk Road¯Ê�Gt<^n`okË

Merchants and Currencies¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
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https://college.holycross.edu/projects/himalayan_cultures/2004_plans/atouhey/silk_road_map_baghdad.psd.jpg
https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=anatolia&fr=yhs-domaindev-st_emea&hspart=domaindev&hsimp=yhs-st_emea&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F7%2F74%2FMap_Anatolia_ancient_regions-en.svg%2F1200px-Map_Anatolia_ancient_regions-en.svg.png#id=1&iurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F7%2F74%2FMap_Anatolia_ancient_regions-en.svg%2F1200px-Map_Anatolia_ancient_regions-en.svg.png&action=click
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire#/media/File:Byzantine_and_Sassanid_Empires_in_600_CE.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maluku_Islands
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Rajendra_map_new.svg
https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/did-you-know-exchange-spices-along-silk-roads
https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/did-you-know-baghdad-and-silk-roads
https://www.advantour.com/silkroad/goods.htm
https://sites.asiasociety.org/arts/monksandmerchants/merchants.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Sogdian Envoy (Diplomat)—Yong Hu (“Yōng Hoo”)

9`^O¯�o¯Ql¯<^¯I^t`w¶¯`k¯GQh\`]<n¶¯Nk`]¯Sogdianaµ¯�¯GQh\`]<n¯Ql¯<¯hIkl`^¯uP`¯u`k[l¯<l¯<¯kIhkIlI^n<nQtI
`N¯nPIQk¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯<¯N`kIQO^¯E`o^nkwµ¯9`^O¯�o¯DIO<^¯u`k[Q^O¯<l¯<¯GQh\`]<n¯uPI^¯PI¯u<l¯`^\w¯��µ
�n¯nPI¯DIOQ^^Q^O¯`N¯PQl¯E<kIIk¶¯PI¯hk<EnQEIG¯Dw¯^IO`nQ<nQ^O¯N`k¯\`E<\¯^`]<GQE¯Ok`ohlµ¯�l¯PI¯]<nokIG
<^G¯DIE<]I¯<¯l[Q\\IG¯^IO`nQ<n`k¶¯PI¯DIE<]I¯<¯kIhkIlI^n<nQtI¯`N¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

�tI^no<\\w¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^¯O`tIk^]I^n¯lI^n¯PQ]¯n`¯�PQ^<¶¯DI<kQ^O¯nkQDonI¯<l¯u<l¯nPI¯nk<GQnQ`^¯Q^¯N`kIQO^
kI\<nQ`^lµ¯9`^O¯�o¯nk<tI\IG¯n`¯�PQ^<¯uQnP¯OQNnl¯`N¯]In<\u`k[¶¯N`k¯uPQEP¯/`OGQ<^<¯u<l¯N<]`olµ¯�I¯<\l`
nk<tI\IG¯uQnP¯]In<\¯<knQl<^l¯<^G¯Ek<Nnl]I^¶¯uP`¯E<]I¯n`¯lInn\I¯Q^¯nPI¯Doln\Q^O¯E<hQn<\¯EQnw¯`N¯�P<^OÕ<^µ
�l¯<¯hk<EnQEQ^O¯;`k`<lnkQ<^¶¯PI¯lIktIG¯<l¯nPI¯kIhkIlI^n<nQtI¯`N¯;`k`<lnkQ<^¯<^G¯/`OGQ<^¯�NN<Qklµ¯�I¯\<nIk
lIktIG¯<l¯<¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^`k¯`N¯<¯/`OGQ<^¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Q^¯Dali¶¯<¯EQnw¯Q^¯l`onPuIln¯�PQ^<µ¯�^¯nPQl¯k`\I¶¯PI¯u<l
<D\I¯n`¯PI\h¯I^lokI¯nP<n¯nPI¯DI^I{EQ<\¯nk<GI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯DInuII^¯�PQ^<¯<^G¯/`OGQ<¯E`^nQ^oIGµ¯#^I¯`N
PQl¯EPQIN¯kIlh`^lQDQ\QnQIl¯u<l¯GI<\Q^O¯uQnP¯nPI¯0ok[l¶¯uP`¯hk`nIEnIG¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^¯E<k<t<^l¯<l¯nPIw
nk<tI\IG¯nPI¯`NnI^¯nkI<EPIk`ol¯h`knQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Glµ

9`^O¯�oÕl¯u`k[¯Dk`oOPn¯PQ]¯uI<\nP¯<^G¯kIlhIEnµ¯7PI^¯PI¯GQIG¶¯PI¯u<l¯DokQIG¯Q^¯<¯\ovokQ`ol¯n`]D
GIE`k<nIG¯uQnP¯;`k`<lnkQ<^¯lw]D`\l¶¯<l¯uI\\¯<l¯h<Q^nQ^Ol¯`N¯PQ]lI\N¯Po^nQ^O¯uQnP¯^`]<Gl¯<^G¯I^Y`wQ^O
D<^joInl¯uQnP¯PQl¯uQNIµ¯/PI¯GQIG¯�¯wI<kl¯<NnIk¯PQ]¯<^G¯u<l¯DokQIG¯Q^¯nPI¯l<]I¯n`]Dµ

Additional resources:

The Sogdians Abroad·¯/II¯Ú�\QnI¯/`OGQ<^l¯Q^¯�PQ^<Ú¯<^G¯�QOokI¯��¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\
 olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

The Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy·¯0PQl¯h<Q^nQ^O¯Dw¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯<knQln¯9<^¯�QDI^
lP`ul¯<¯GQh\`]<nQE¯I^E`o^nIk¯DInuII^¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯<^G¯0QDIn¯Ê7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^lË

Handscroll of Foreign Envoys¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Sogdian Metal Working (The Exchange of Technical Knowledge used to Craft Silk Roads Goods)
Ê1!�/�#Ë

Zoroastrianism¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
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https://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/sogdians/images/map.jpg
http://chinaknowledge.de/History/Altera/southwest3.png
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Chola Empire Envoy—Barsaat


<kl<<n¯Ql¯nPI¯l`^¯`N¯�P<k¶¯uP`¯Ql¯<¯E<hn<Q^¯Q^¯nPI¯�P`\<¯�]hQkIÕl¯^<twµ¯0PI¯Chola Empire¯Ql¯\`E<nIG¯Q^
/`onPIk^¯�^GQ<¯<^G¯E`^nk`\l¯Q]h`kn<^n¯]<kQnQ]I¯k`onIl¯nP<n¯E`^^IEn¯�PQ^<¯n`¯+IklQ<¯<^G¯h`Q^nl¯N<knPIk
uIlnµ¯�P<k¯hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯]IkEP<^nl¶¯nPIQk¯E<kO`¶¯<^G¯nPI¯k`onIl¯nPI]lI\tIl¯Nk`]¯hQk<nIl¯<^G¯<^w¯h`uIk
nP<n¯nkQIl¯n`¯n<[I¯nPI]¯`tIkµ¯�I¯h<nk`\l¯nPI¯lI<l¯uQnP¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]`kI¯nP<^¯���¯lPQhl¯`u^IG¯Dw¯nPI
I]hQkIµ¯�I¯E`]]<^Gl¯<¯kIOQ]I^n¯]<GI¯oh¯`N¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯]`kI¯nP<^¯`^I¯]Q\\Q`^¯l<Q\`kl¯<^G¯^<t<\
l`\GQIkl¯nP<n¯nPI¯I]hQkI¯[IIhlµ¯�Ql¯^<tw¯P<l¯DI^I{nnIG¯Nk`]¯E`^n<En¯uQnP¯nPI¯�PQ^IlIµ¯�n¯P<l¯<G`hnIG
nPIQk¯QGI<l¯`N¯lIh<k<nI¯u<nIknQOPn¯E`]h<kn]I^nl¯`^¯lPQhl¶¯nPI¯]<kQ^IkÕl¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯|<]InPk`uIkl
N`k¯^<t<\¯u<kN<kIµ


<kl<<n¯u<l¯^`n¯Eon¯`on¯N`k¯]Q\Qn<kw¯lIktQEI¯\Q[I¯PQl¯N<nPIk¶¯Don¯PI¯lnQ\\¯u`k[l¯`^¯DIP<\N¯`N¯nPI¯�P`\<
I]hIk`kµ¯�I¯u`k[l¯<l¯<^¯I^t`wµ¯
<kl<<n¯hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯DInuII^¯PQl¯I]hIk`k¯<^G¯nPI
�PQ^IlI¯I]hIk`k¶¯I^lokQ^O¯nP<n¯nk<GI¯|`ul¯NkII\wµ¯0PI¯GQh\`]<nQE¯u`k[¯G`^I¯Dw¯
<kl<<n¯<\\`ul¯�P`\<^
]IkEP<^nl¯n`¯P<tI¯<EEIll¯n`¯PQOP\w¯GIlQkIG¯�PQ^IlI¯hk`GoEnl¯<^G¯n`¯Ivh`kn¯hk`GoEnl¯n`¯�PQ^IlI
]<k[Inlµ¯
`nP¯]I^¯<kI¯kIlh`^lQD\I¯N`k¯hk`nIEnQ^O¯nPI¯uI<\nP¯<^G¯h`uIk¯`N¯nPI¯�P`\<¯�]hQkIµ

�<k\w¯`^I¯]`k^Q^O¯
<kl<<n¯D`<kGIG¯<¯lPQh¯hQ\IG¯PQOP¯uQnP¯OQNnl¯N`k¯nPI¯0<^O¯I]hIk`kµ¯
IN`kI¯PI¯\INn¶¯PI
[QllIG¯PQl¯uQNI¯<^G¯Q^N<^n¯l`^¯O``GDwIµ¯�I¯<l[IG¯PQl¯Dk`nPIk¯+Ik<\<O<^¶¯uP`¯u<l¯<¯]I]DIk¯`N¯nPI

IlQ°nk<GI¯OoQ\G¶¯n`¯[IIh¯<^¯IwI¯`^¯PQl¯N<]Q\wµ¯0PI¯
IlQ°OoQ\G¯nk<GIG¯`^\w¯uQnPQ^¯�^GQ<¶¯l`¯
<kl<<n¯u<l
E`^{GI^n¯nP<n¯PQl¯uQNI¶¯Naavya¶¯u`o\G¯NII\¯l<NI¯uPQ\I¯PI¯u<l¯O`^Iµ

0PI¯nkQh¯u`o\G¯n<[I¯<D`on¯�¯]`^nPl¯<^G¯E<kkw¯
<kl<<n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯
<w¯`N¯
I^O<\¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯/nk<Qn¯`N
 <\<EE<¯n`¯nPI¯/`onP¯�PQ^<¯/I<µ¯#^EI¯PQl¯lPQh¯ho\\IG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯h`kn¯<n¯Guangzhou¶¯
<kl<<n¯u`o\G¯nk<tI\
<D`on¯��¯]Q\Il¯Q^\<^G¯n`¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯<n¯�P<^OÕ<^µ¯�l¯PI¯]<GI¯PQl¯u<w¶¯PI¯u<l¯<EE`]h<^QIG¯Dw
<GGQnQ`^<\¯I^t`wl¯<l¯uI\\¯<l¯<nnI^G<^nl¯<^G¯l`\GQIkl¯uP`¯PI\hIG¯n`¯Oo<kG¯<^G¯nk<^lh`kn¯nPI¯OQNnl¯N`k
nPI¯I]hIk`kµ¯0PIlI¯Q^E\oGIG¯OI]ln`^Il¯<^G¯Qt`kwµ

7PI^¯
<kl<<n¯<kkQtIG¯<n¯nPI¯h<\<EI¶¯PI¯n``[¯<¯GIIh¯DkI<nP¯<l¯PI¯u<QnIG¯n`¯DI¯<^^`o^EIG¯n`¯nPI
I]hIk`kµ¯7PI^¯E<\\IG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯k`w<\¯E`okn¶¯PI¯l\`u\w¯u<\[IG¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯I]hIk`kµ¯0PI^¯PI¯DI^n¯<n¯nPI
u<Qln¯<^G¯[^I\n¯`^¯nPI¯Ok`o^G¶¯DkQ^OQ^O¯PQl¯N`kIPI<G¯n`¯n`oEP¯nPI¯|``kµ¯0PQl¯<EnQ`^¯u<l¯<¯lQO^¯`N
kIlhIEn¯n`¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯I]hIk`kµ¯�n¯lw]D`\QzIG¯nP<n¯nPI¯I]hIk`k¯u<l¯lohIkQ`k¯<^G¯nP<n¯�PQ^<¯u<l
G`]Q^<^n¯Q^¯�<ln¯�lQ<µ¯0PQl¯<En¯`N¯[`un`uQ^O¯<^G¯OQtQ^O¯nkQDonI¯n`¯nPI¯I]hIk`k¯lIEokIG¯nk<GQ^O¯kQOPnl
N`k¯nPI¯�P`\<¯�]hQkI¯<^G¯u<l¯<¯lQ]h\I¯hkQEI¯n`¯h<w¯N`k¯nPI¯uI<\nP¯<^G¯h`uIk¯Qn¯Dk`oOPn¯n`¯nPI]µ


<kl<<n¯l]Q\IG¯n`¯PQ]lI\N¯<l¯PQl¯N`kIPI<G¯n`oEPIG¯nPI¯E`\G¯ln`^I¯|``kµ¯�I¯P`hIG¯PI¯u`o\G¯P<tI¯nQ]I
n`¯lP`h¯<n¯nPI¯7Iln¯ <k[In¯\<nIk¯nP<n¯<NnIk^``^µ¯�I¯u<l¯EokQ`ol¯n`¯lII¯nPI¯luQk\Q^O¯G<^EIkl¯PQl¯NkQI^Gl
P<G¯lh`[I^¯`N¯uPI^¯nPIw¯kInok^IG¯Nk`]¯<¯]QllQ`^¯\<ln¯wI<k¶¯<^G¯PI¯\``[IG¯N`ku<kG¯n`¯hQE[Q^O¯`on¯<¯lQ\[
lE<kN¯n`¯DkQ^O¯P`]I¯N`k¯!<<tw<µ

Additional resources:

Relationship Between the Tang Military and Silk Road Prosperity¯Ê�Ill`^¯�Ë

The Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy·¯0PQl¯h<Q^nQ^O¯Dw¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯<knQln¯9<^¯�QDI^
lP`ul¯<¯GQh\`]<nQE¯I^E`o^nIk¯DInuII^¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¯<^G¯0QDIn¯Ê7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^lË

Handscroll of Foreign Envoys¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Relationship of the Tamils with the Chinese¯ÊWikipediaË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Buddhist Monk—Xuanzang (“Shu-an Dzang”)

8o<^z<^O¯Ql¯<¯
oGGPQln¯]`^[¯uP`¯\QtIl¯<n¯nPI¯0I]h\I¯`N¯�kI<n¯�I<k^Q^O¯Q^¯�P<^OÕ<^µ¯�I¯P<l¯<\u<wl
DII^¯Q^nIkIlnIG¯Q^¯kI\QOQ`^¯<^G¯u<l¯`kG<Q^IG¯<l¯<¯^`tQEI¯]`^[¯uPI^¯PI¯u<l¯`^\w¯��¯wI<kl¯`\Gµ¯/ItI^
wI<kl¯\<nIk¶¯uPI^¯PI¯u<l¯��¶¯PI¯DIE<]I¯<¯No\\¯]`^[µ

8o<^z<^O¯DIE<]I¯Nkolnk<nIG¯DIE<olI¯PI¯NI\n¯nP<n¯]<^w¯`N¯nPI¯
oGGPQln¯nIvnl¯PI¯u`k[IG¯uQnP¯uIkI
Q^E`]h\InI¯`k¯]QlQ^nIkhkInIG¯Dw¯I<k\QIk¯nk<^l\<n`klµ¯0`¯l`\tI¯nPQl¯hk`D\I]¶¯PI¯GIEQGIG¯n`¯nk<tI\¯n`¯�^GQ<
n`¯`Dn<Q^¯`kQOQ^<\¯
oGGPQln¯nIvnl¯n`¯nk<^l\<nI¯PQ]lI\Nµ¯�Ql¯nkQh¯u<l¯Q^lhQkIG¯Dw¯nPI¯
oGGPQln¯]`^[
�<vQ<^¯ÊÒ�<<¯/PIÆ<^ÓË¶¯uP`¯P<G¯]<GI¯<¯lQ]Q\<k¯hQ\OkQ]<OI¯DInuII^¯nPI¯wI<kl¯`N¯���¯<^G¯���¯��µ¯Ê1lI
nPI¯National Museum of Asian Art web page on a Xuanzang painting¶¯<^G¯lEk`\\¯G`u^¯n`¯nPI¯]<h¯n`
lII¯PQl¯k`onIµË

�I¯lIn¯`on¯N`k¯�^GQ<¯uPI^¯PI¯u<l¯��¯wI<kl¯`\Gµ¯�Ql¯nkQh¯u<l¯joQnI¯<^¯<GtI^nokIº¯�n¯kItI<\IG¯]<^w¯`N¯nPI
hIkQ\l¯<^G¯<GtI^nokIl¯`N¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯nk<tI\µ¯8o<^z<^O¯^IO\IEnIG¯n`¯`Dn<Q^¯nk<tI\¯h<hIkl¯DIN`kI¯\I<tQ^O¶¯l`
PI¯u<l¯ln`hhIG¯Yoln¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯0<[\<]<[<^¯
IlIkn¯`^¯PQl¯u<w¯`on¯`N¯�PQ^<µ¯0PI¯�PQ^IlI¯Oo<kGl¯uIkI
O`Q^O¯n`¯lI^G¯PQ]¯n`¯<¯]`^<lnIkw¯Q^¯
o^Po<^O¯<l¯ho^QlP]I^nµ¯8o<^z<^O¯l<QG¯nP<n¯PI¯u`o\G¯k<nPIk
GQI¯nP<^¯OQtI¯oh¯`^¯PQl¯t`w<OI¯n`¯DInnIk¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯nI<EPQ^Ol¯`N¯nPI¯
oGGP<µ¯0PI¯`N{EIk¯uP`¯u<l
Q^¯EP<kOI¶¯uP`¯u<l¯<\l`¯<¯
oGGPQln¶¯P<G¯E`]h<llQ`^¯<^G¯\In¯PQ]¯E`^nQ^oI¯`^¯PQl¯t`w<OIµ

8o<^z<^OÕl¯^Ivn¯ln`h¯u<l¯0okN<^¶¯uPIkI¯nPI¯[Q^O¯u<l¯l`¯Q]hkIllIG¯Dw¯PQl¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯
oGGPQln¯nIvnl
nP<n¯PI¯nkQIG¯n`¯E`^tQ^EI¯PQ]¯n`¯ln<w¯k<nPIk¯nP<^¯E`^nQ^oI¯`^¯n`¯�^GQ<µ¯7PI^¯8o<^z<^O¯kINolIG¶¯nPI
[Q^O¯n``[¯PQ]¯hkQl`^Ikµ¯0PI¯[Q^O¯`^\w¯<OkIIG¯n`¯kI\I<lI¯PQ]¯<NnIk¯nPI¯]`^[¯uI^n¯`^¯<¯�ÆG<w¯Po^OIk
lnkQ[Iµ

0`¯]<[I¯oh¯N`k¯PQl¯nkI<n]I^n¯`N¯8o<^z<^O¶¯nPI¯[Q^O¯hk`tQGIG¯PQ]¯uQnP¯OI^Ik`ol¯lohh\QIl¯n`¯E`^nQ^oI
PQl¯nkQh¯n`¯�^GQ<µ¯7PI^¯PI¯GIh<knIG¯0okN<^¶¯8o<^z<^O¯u<l¯<EE`]h<^QIG¯Dw¯�¯^`tQEI¯]`^[l¶¯��
lIkt<^nl¶¯<^G¯��¯P`klIlµ¯�I¯u<l¯<\l`¯OQtI^¯��¯]`^[lÛ¯k`DIl¶¯N<EI¯E`tIkl¶¯D``nl¶¯<^G¯O\`tIlµ¯�`k
EokkI^Ew¶¯PI¯E<kkQIG¯���¯`o^EIl¯`N¯O`\G¶¯��¶���¯lQ\tIk¯E`Q^l¶¯<^G¯���¯D`\nl¯`N¯l<nQ^¯<^G¯n<NNIn<µ¯0`
l]``nP¯8o<^z<^OÕl¯nk<tI\¶¯nPI¯[Q^O¯<\l`¯hk`tQGIG¯PQ]¯uQnP¯��¯GQh\`]<nQE¯\InnIkl¯nP<n¯kIjoIlnIG¯PQl¯l<NI
h<ll<OI¯n`¯�^GQ<µ¯�<EP¯\InnIk¯E<]I¯uQnP¯<¯D`\n¯`N¯lQ\[µ¯�^¯Ok<nQnoGI¶¯8o<^z<^O¯n<oOPn¯nPI

oGGPQln Scripture of the Benevolent Kings°DIN`kI¯PI¯lIn¯`on¯N`k¯�^GQ<µ

�NnIk¯\I<tQ^O¯0okN<^¶¯8o<^z<^O¯ln`hhIG¯Q^¯/<]<k[<^Gµ¯�\nP`oOP¯nPIkI¯uIkI¯`^\w¯nu`¯
oGGPQln
nI]h\Il¯nPIkI¶¯PI¯GQG¯I^Y`w¯nPI¯lQnIl¯<^G¯l`o^Gl¯`N¯nPQl¯tQDk<^n¯EQnwµ¯�I¯^`nIG¯nP<n¯Qn¯u<l¯No\\¯`N¯l[Q\\IG
<knQl<^l¯<^G¯h`uIkNo\¯P`klIlµ¯�I¯I^Y`wIG¯nPI¯O\`kQ`ol¯uI<nPIk¯Q^¯/<]<k[<^G¯DIN`kI¯E`^nQ^oQ^O¯l`onP
n`u<kG¯�^GQ<µ


IN`kI¯PI¯kI<EPIG¯PQl¯{^<\¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^¶¯8o<^z<^O°ln`hhIG¯Q^¯
<\[P¯<^G¯
<]Qw<^¶¯uPIkI¯PI¯l<u¯]<^w
Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯
oGGPQln¯lQnIl¶¯kI\QEl¶¯<^G¯lEkQhnokIlµ¯�Ql¯{^<\¯ln`h¯u<l¯Q^¯�<hQlQ¶¯`^¯nPI¯D`kGIk¯`N¯nPI
+IklQ<^¯[Q^OG`]¶¯uPIkI¯PI¯]In¯�Q^Gol¯<^G¯�<Q^l¯N`k¯nPI¯{kln¯nQ]Iµ
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�NnIk¯nPkII¯\`^O¯wI<kl¯`N¯nk<tI\¶¯8o<^z<^O¯{^<\\w¯kI<EPIG¯�^GQ<¯Q^¯���¶¯P<tQ^O¯IvhIkQI^EIG¯]<^w
Eo\nokIl¶¯lQnIl¶¯<^G¯<GtI^nokIl¯<\`^O¯nPI¯u<wº¯�I¯u<l¯nP<^[No\¯N`k¯PQl¯l<NI¯h<ll<OI¯<^G¯\``[IG¯N`ku<kG
n`¯DkQ^OQ^O¯<¯OkI<nIk¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯
oGGP<Õl¯]Ill<OI¯n`¯PQ]lI\N¯<^G¯nPI¯hI`h\Iµ

Additional resources:

Travel account of seventh century Buddhist pilgrim Xuanzang: Scroll down to "Xuanzang"

(International Dunhuang Programme)

Buddhism and Trade (University of Washington)

In the Footsteps of Xuanzang (Asia Times)

Archaeologists Unearth Sutra Translation (BuddhistDoor Global)

Text source: Adapted by Primary Source from Travels of Hsuan-Tsang—Buddhist Pilgrim of the Seventh Century.
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Buddhist Nun—Miaofu (“Me-ow Foo”)

 Q<`No¯P<l¯DII^¯<¯^o^¯lQ^EI¯lPI¯u<l¯��¯wI<kl¯`\Gµ¯/PI¯n``[¯h<kn¯Q^¯<¯EIkI]`^w¯uPIkI¯PIk¯\`^O¯P<Qk¯u<l
Eon¯`NN¯<^G¯PIk¯PI<G¯lP<tIG¯l`¯nP<n¯lPI¯u`o\G¯DI¯kI]Q^GIG¯n`¯\QtI¯PIk¯\QNI¯]`GIln\wµ¯/PI¯kIEQnIG¯nPI¯��
t`ulµ¯!Ivn¯lPI¯u<l¯OQtI^¯PIk¯k`DIl¯<^G¯<¯DIOOQ^O¯D`u\µ¯0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯G<w¶¯PIk¯�PQ^IlI¯N<nPIk¶¯<
O`tIk^`k¯Q^¯Dunhuang¶¯h<QG¯<¯G`^[Iw¯<^G¯<¯E`uµ¯�`k¯nPQl¯lPI¯O`n¯<¯EIknQ{E<nI¯uQnP¯<¯hQEnokI¯`N¯nPI

oGGP<¯<^G¯<¯O`tIk^]I^n¯lI<\¯nP<n¯`N{EQ<\\w¯kIE`O^QzIG¯PIk¯<l¯<¯^`tQEI¯Ê^IuË¯^o^µ

 Q<`NoÕl¯]`nPIk¶¯uP`¯u<l¯0QDIn<^¶¯lohh`knIG¯ Q<`NoÕl¯EP`QEI¯n`¯DIE`]I¯<¯^o^¶¯<l¯GQG¯PIk¯N<nPIkµ¯0PIw
uIkI¯D`nP¯GIt`on¯
oGGPQlnlµ¯0PIw¯uQlPIG¯nP<n¯ Q<`No¯u`o\G¯\I<G¯<¯\QNI¯{\\IG¯uQnP¯hI<EI¯<^G
I^\QOPnI^]I^nµ¯0PQl¯u<l¯h<knQEo\<k\w¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯PIk¯N<nPIk¶¯uP`lI¯]`nPIk¯<^G¯lQlnIk¯P<G¯DII^¯[Q\\IG
uPI^¯kIDI\l¯<nn<E[IG¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯Q^¯�P<^OÕ<^µ¯ Q<`No¯[^Iu¯`N¯lItIk<\¯N<]Q\QIl¯`N¯kINoOIIl¯uP`¯P<G¯|IG
Nk`]¯nP<n¯tQ`\I^EI¯<^G¯^`u¯\QtIG¯Q^¯
o^Po<^Oµ

 Q<`NoÕl¯nk<Q^Q^O¯u`o\G¯\<ln¯o^nQ\¯lPI¯u<l¯��¯wI<kl¯`\Gµ¯
okQ^O¯nP<n¯nQ]I¯lPI¯\QtIG¯<n¯<¯]`^<lnIkw¯Q^

o^Po<^O¶¯uPIkI¯lPI¯u<l¯Q^lnkoEnIG¯Q^¯
oGGPQln¯lEkQhnokI¯ÊP`\w¯ukQnQ^OlË¯<^G¯n<oOPn¯hk<EnQE<\¯l[Q\\l
loEP¯<l¯P`u¯n`¯luIIh¯|``kl¯<^G¯kIEIQtI¯OoIlnlµ¯/PI¯\I<k^IG¯n`¯u<\[¯Q^¯PIk¯k`DI¶¯]<[I¯<¯DIG¶¯k`\\¯PIk
E\`nPQ^O¯Q^n`¯<¯Do^G\I¶¯<^G¯kIEIQtI¯OoIlnlµ¯0PIkI¯uIkI¯]<^w¯`nPIk¯OQk\l¯<n¯nPI¯]`^<lnIkw¯nk<Q^Q^O¯n`¯DI
^o^l¯<\`^O¯uQnP¯ Q<`Noµ¯!`n¯<\\¯`N¯nPI]¯uIkI¯E`]]QnnIG¯n`¯
oGGPQl]µ¯/`]I¯u<^nIG¯<¯EP<^EI¯n`
DIE`]I¯IGoE<nIG¶¯uPQ\I¯`nPIkl¯P`hIG¯n`¯<t`QG¯<^¯<kk<^OIG¯]<kkQ<OIµ¯/`]I¯N<]Q\QIl¯h\<EIG¯nPIQk
G<oOPnIkl¯Q^¯nPI¯]`^<lnIkw¯n`¯<t`QG¯h<wQ^O¯<¯G`ukw¯ÊO``Gl¯`k¯]`^Iw¯h<QG¯n`¯<¯PolD<^GÕl¯N<]Q\w¯<n
]<kkQ<OIË¯`k¯n`¯O<Q^¯N<t`k¯uQnPQ^¯nPI¯
oGGPQln¯E`]]o^Qnwµ¯°

 Q<`No¯E<]I¯Nk`]¯<^¯IGoE<nIG¯N<]Q\w¯nP<n¯u<l¯^`n¯h``kµ¯/PI¯P<G¯DII^¯n<oOPn¯n`¯kI<G¯E\<llQE<\
�PQ^IlI¯nIvnl¯Dw¯PIk¯N<nPIk¯<^G¯0QDIn<^¯Dw¯PIk¯Ok<^G]`nPIk¶¯uP`¯<\l`¯n`\G¯PIk¯ln`kQIl¯`N¯nPI¯DI<onQNo\

oGGPQln¯nI]h\Il¯`N¯PIk¯P`]I\<^Gµ¯ Q<`No¯u<l¯nI<EPQ^O¯PIklI\N¯/<^l[kQn¯l`¯nP<n¯lPI¯E`o\G¯`^I¯G<w
kI<G¯nPI¯
oGGPQln¯lEkQhnokIl¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`kQOQ^<\¯\<^Oo<OIµ¯/PI¯\`tIG¯\I<k^Q^O¯nPI¯\IEnokIl¯OQtI^¯Dw¯]`^[l
<^G¯E`^nI]h\<nQ^O¯nPIQk¯]I<^Q^O¯GokQ^O¯joQIn¯]IGQn<nQ`^µ¯�Ik¯N<t`kQnI¯u<l¯nPI Diamond Sutraµ

 Q<`No¯u<l¯{^<\\w¯`kG<Q^IG¯<l¯<¯No\\¯^o^¯Q^¯<^¯I\<D`k<nI¯EIkI]`^wµ¯0PQl¯u<l¯N`\\`uIG¯Dw¯<¯tIOIn<kQ<^
NI<ln¯hk`tQGIG¯Dw¯nPI¯\`E<\¯E`]]o^Qnw¯<^G¯nPI¯]Q\Qn<kw¯O`tIk^`kÕl¯`N{EIµ¯�NnIk¯nP<n¯lPI¯]`tIG¯Nk`]
nPI¯\<kOI¯]`^<lnIkw¯n`¯<¯l]<\\¯^o^^Ikwµ¯/PI¯E`^nQ^oIG¯n`¯lohh`kn¯PIklI\N¯Dw¯DIOOQ^O¯Q^¯
o^Po<^O¶
uPIkI¯NI\\`u¯
oGGPQlnl¯O<tI¯PIk¯N``G¯<^G¯E`Q^l¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯EkI<nI¯O``G¯[<k]<¯N`k¯nPI]lI\tIlµ

IE<olI¯lPI¯u<l¯\QnIk<nI¶¯ Q<`No¯u<l¯<D\I¯n`¯]<[I¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯]`^Iw¯Dw¯kIEQnQ^O¯lonk<l¯ÊnI<EPQ^Ol¯`N
nPI¯
oGGP<Ë¯N`k¯nPI¯lQE[¯<^G¯GwQ^Oµ¯/PI¯<\l`¯E`hQIG¯lonk<l¯N`k¯hQ\OkQ]l¯uP`¯uQlPIG¯n`¯E<kkw¯nPI]
P`]I¯n`¯nPIQk¯\`tIG¯`^Ilµ

 Q<`No¯n``[¯PIk¯t`ul¯<l¯<¯
oGGPQln¯^o^¯lIkQ`ol\w¯<^G¯I^Y`wIG¯PIk¯\QNI¯<n¯nPI¯]`^<lnIkwµ¯/PI¯]<GI¯Qn
PIk¯O`<\¯n`¯DIE`]I¯<^¯<DDIll¶¯`k¯nPI¯PI<G¯`N¯<¯^o^^Ikw¶¯l`¯lPI¯E`o\G¯DI¯nPI¯`^I¯n`¯I^N`kEI¯nPI¯ko\Ilµ
/PI¯u<l¯<D\I¯n`¯<EPQItI¯nP<n¯O`<\¯<^G¯DIE<]I¯nPI¯<DDIll¯`N¯nPI¯\<kOIln¯^o^^Ikw¯Q^¯
o^Po<^O¯uPI^
lPI¯u<l¯`^\w¯��¯wI<kl¯`\Gµ¯0PQl¯u`o\G¯P<tI¯]<GI¯PIk¯h<kI^nl¯tIkw¯hk`oG¯QN¯nPIw¯P<G¯DII^¯<\QtI¯n`¯lII¯Qnµ

�l¯nPI¯<DDIll¶¯lPI¯I^N`kEIG¯IvhIEn<nQ`^l¯N`k¯
oGGPQln¯\QtQ^O¯Don¯<\l`¯]<^<OIG¯nPI¯hk`hIknw¯`N¯nPI
^o^^Ikwµ¯/PI¯lhI^n¯nPI¯^o^^IkwÛl¯]`^Iw¯uQlI\wµ¯/PI¯u<l¯<D\I¯n`¯hokEP<lI¯<¯]Q\\¯<^G¯<^¯`Q\¯hkIll¯nP<n
hk`GoEIG¯|`ok¯<^G¯`Q\¯n`¯lI\\¯n`¯nPI¯\`E<\¯E`]]o^Qnwµ

0Pk`oOP`on¯PIk¯\QNI¯lPI¯nkQIG¯n`¯[IIh¯PIk¯t`ul¯<^G¯\QtI¯<l¯<^¯Iv<]h\I¯n`¯nPI¯^o^l¯o^GIk¯PIk¯E<kIµ¯�^
lhQnI¯`N¯PIk¯DIln¯Q^nI^nQ`^l¶¯lPI¯lno]D\IG¯<n¯nQ]Ilµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯lPI¯`u^IG¯<¯NIu¯lQ\[¯k`DIl¯nP<n¯uIkI
^`n¯Q^¯[IIhQ^O¯uQnP¯]`^<lnQE¯\<u¯DIE<olI¯lQ\[u`k]l¯uIkI¯[Q\\IG¯n`¯]<[I¯nPI]µ¯/PI¯h\<^^IG¯n`¯G`^<nI
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the robes to the local community of monks and nuns when she died. But she was still troubled by her
own failure to keep her vows in this and other instances. In order to atone (make up) for her mistakes,
she arranged for seven copies of the Sutra of Ten Kings to be made and recited after she died. She
hoped that this act of devotion would bring her closer to enlightenment.

Additional resources:

Buddhism and Trade¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Dunhuang¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Sailor—Sulaiman (“Soo-lay-mahn”)

/o\<Q]<^¯Ql¯<¯]IkEP<^n¯<^G¯l<Q\`k¯Nk`]¯Persiaµ¯ `ln¯]IkEP<^nl¯uP`¯nk<GI¯<\`^O¯nPI¯�^GQ<^¯#EI<^
k`onIl¯nI^G¯n`¯ln`h¯<n¯`^I¯nk<GQ^O¯PoD¯<\`^O¯nPI¯]<kQnQ]I¯k`onIlµ¯
on¯/o\<Q]<^¯hkQGIl¯PQ]lI\N¯`^
DIQ^O¯<D\I¯n`¯^<tQO<nI¯nPI¯I^nQkI¯k`onI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯port of Siraf¯`^¯nPI¯l`onPIk^¯E`<ln¯`N¯+IklQ<¯<\\¯nPI¯u<w
n`¯�o<^OzP`o¶¯�PQ^<µ¯0PQl¯Ql¯<¯Y`ok^Iw¯`N¯<D`on¯�¯]`^nPlº¯�^¯N<En¶¯nPIkI¯<kI¯uPQlhIkl¯nP<n¯PI¯u<l¯nPI
{kln¯hIkl`^¯Nk`]¯7IlnIk^¯�lQ<¯n`¯]<[I¯nPI¯uP`\I¯nkQhµ¯
`Q^O¯l`¯u<l¯<¯OkI<n¯PI\h¯n`¯PQl¯P`]I\<^G
DIE<olI¯Qn¯<\\`uIG¯+IklQ<¯n`¯Iln<D\QlP¯nu`Æu<w¯nk<GI¯<\`^O¯nPI¯lI<¯k`onIlµ¯
IN`kI¯/o\<Q]<^Õl¯loEEIll¶
+IklQ<^l¯P<G¯n`¯kI\w¯`^¯�PQ^IlI¯lPQhl¯<kkQtQ^O¯Q^¯�^G`^IlQ<¶¯�^GQ<¶¯<^G¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯�o\N¯n`¯<EjoQkI¯PQOP\w
GIlQkIG¯O``Gl¯Q^¯\<kOI¯jo<^nQnQIlµ¯#k¯nPIw¯P<G¯n`¯h<w¯PQOP¯]<k[ohl¯n`¯nPI¯]IkEP<^nl¯uP`¯E<kkQIG
nPI]¯<\`^O¯nPI¯\<^G¯k`onIlµ

/o\<Q]<^¯]<[Il¯]<^w¯ln`hl¯<\`^O¯nPI¯u<w¯n`¯nk<GI¯nPI¯O``Gl¯PI¯E<kkQIl¯`^¯PQl¯lPQhµ¯/`]I¯`N¯nPI
O``Gl¯<kI¯Nk`]¯+IklQ<¶¯uPQ\I¯`nPIkl¯E`]I¯Nk`]¯h\<EIl¯N<knPIk¯uIlnµ¯#^¯<^w¯OQtI^¯t`w<OI¶¯PQl¯lPQh
]QOPn¯E<kkw¯O`\G¯<^G¯lQ\tIk¶¯]In<\u<kIl¶¯`k¯O\<llu<kIlµ¯�I¯]<w¯nk<^lh`kn¯Ok<hIl¶¯<^Q]<\l¶¯Nok¶¯u``\¶
E`nn`^¶¯<^GẦ k¯koOlµ¯�I¯nk<GIl¯nPIlI¯N`k¯O``Gl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯�<lnµ¯0PIlI¯]QOPn¯Q^E\oGI¯lQ\[¶¯nI<¶¯hkIEQ`ol
ln`^Il¶¯EPQ^<¯<^G¯h`kEI\<Q^¯tIllI\l¶¯`k¯Oo^h`uGIkµ¯#k¯PI¯]QOPn¯DkQ^O¯D<E[¯lhQEIl¶¯]IGQEQ^I¶¯hIkNo]Il¶
Qt`kw¶¯kQEI¶¯`k¯h<hIkµ

#^I¯`N¯PQl¯N<t`kQnI¯ln`hl¯Ql¯nPI¯Coromandel Coast¯`N¯l`onPI<ln¯�^GQ<¶¯uPIkI¯ ol\Q]l¯nk<GIkl¯P<tI
]<kkQIG¯\`E<\¯u`]I^¯<^G¯Iln<D\QlPIG¯<¯nPkQtQ^O¯E`]]o^Qnwµ¯7PQ\I¯PI¯I^Y`wl¯nPI¯N<]Q\Q<kQnw¯`N¯hI`h\I
uP`¯lP<kI¯PQl¯kI\QOQ`^¶¯PI¯<\l`¯Ql¯N<lEQ^<nIG¯Dw¯nPI¯`nPIk¯Eo\nokIl¯nP<n¯nPkQtI¯PIkIµ¯�^¯PQl¯nk<tI\l¯PI¯P<l
]In¯
oGGPQlnl¶¯�PkQlnQ<^l¶¯<^G¯�Q^Golµ

�\nP`oOP¯/o\<Q]<^¯\`tIl¯PQl¯\QNI¯`^¯nPI¯u<nIk¶¯PI¯Ql¯uI\\¯<u<kI¯`N¯Qnl¯G<^OIklµ¯+Qk<nIl¯\ok[¯<\`^O¯nPI
k`onIl¶¯P`hQ^O¯n`¯h\o^GIkµ¯�^G¯nPI¯]`^l``^¯uQ^Gl¯<^G¯nwhP``^l¯`N¯nPI¯k<Q^w¯lI<l`^¯E<^¯DI
G<^OIk`olµ¯.IEI^n\w¯uPQ\I¯GQ^Q^O¯Q^¯ <\<D<k¶¯PI¯PI<kG¯`N¯<¯EkIu¯nP<n¯P<G¯DII^¯lI^n¯`on¯n`¯lI<kEP¯N`k¯<
lPQh¯E<hn<Q^¯Nk`]¯�k<DQ<µ¯�n¯lII]l¯nP<n¯PI¯^ItIk¯]<GI¯Qn¯D<E[¯P`]I¯uQnP¯<^¯I^`k]`ol¯lPQh]I^n¯`N
h`kEI\<Q^¯nP<n¯u<l¯IvhIEnIG¯\<ln¯]`^nPµ

Additional resources:

Sea Routes (American Museum of Natural History)

Made in China (National Geographic—requires access)

Map of Silk and Spice Routes: Includes maritime; click to zoom (UNESCO)

Late Tang Ceramics and Asia’s International Trade: Includes maritime (ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute)

China’s Maritime History (Lesson 7)

Text source: Adapted by Primary Source from: “The Real Sinbad the Sailor” by Laura Kelly (May 24, 2011).
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Silk Producer—Mengli (“Mung-lee”)

 I^O\Q¯Ql¯<¯lIkQEo\nokQln¯ÊlQ\[¯hk`GoEIkË¯uP`¯\QtIl¯Q^¯�PQ^<¯o^GIk¯nPI¯ko\I¯`N¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnwµ¯�Ik¯N<]Q\w
P<l¯DII^¯hk`GoEQ^O¯lQ\[¯N`k¯EI^nokQIlµ¯�IOI^G¯P<l¯Qn¯nP<n¯�]hkIll¯�IQzo¯u<l¯kIlh`^lQD\I¯N`k¯]<[Q^O
nPQl¯u`^Gk`ol¯E\`nP¯<¯ln<h\I¯`N¯�PQ^<Õl¯OkI<n^Illµ¯#^I¯G<w¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<kl¯<O`¶¯lPI¯u<l¯lQnnQ^O
DI^I<nP¯<¯]o\DIkkw¯nkII¯uPI^¯<¯uPQnI¯`t<\¯lP<hIG¯`DYIEn¯h\o^[IG¯Q^n`¯PIk¯P`n¯nI<µ¯0PI¯u<k]nP¯`N¯nPI
nI<¯l`NnI^IG¯Qnl¯P<kG¯E`E``^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯I]hkIll¯ho\\IG¯`^¯nPI¯\``lI¯lnk<^G¯nP<n¯P<G¯I]IkOIG¯Nk`]¯Qnµ
0PQl¯lnk<^G¶¯uPQEP¯u<l¯���Æ]InIkl¯\`^O¶¯u<l¯nPI¯{kln¯lQ\[¯nPkI<Gµ¯0PI¯I]hkIll¯O<nPIkIG¶¯l`NnI^IG¶¯<^G
o^k<tI\IG¯`nPIk¯E`E``^l¯<^G¯u`tI¯nPI]¯Q^n`¯<¯E\`nP¯nP<n¯u<l¯lPQ]]IkQ^O¯<^G¯l`Nn¯n`¯nPI¯n`oEPµ¯0PQl
lQ\[¯N<DkQE¯u<l¯l`¯Ivnk<`kGQ^<kw¯nP<n¯Qnl¯`kQOQ^l¯uIkI¯nkI<nIG¯<l¯<¯E<kINo\\w¯Oo<kGIG¯lIEkInµ¯�`k¯EI^nokQIl
`^\w¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯[^Iu¯P`u¯n`¯]<[I¯lQ\[µ¯�^w`^I¯uP`¯G<kIG¯nkw¯n`¯\I<tI¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯uQnP¯lQ\[u`k]l
u<l¯ho^QlPIG¯Dw¯GI<nPµ


w¯nPI¯nQ]I¯ I^O\Q¯u`k[IG¯<l¯<¯lIkQEo\nokQln¶¯nPI¯lIEkIn¯u<l¯`onµ¯
on¯�PQ^<Õl¯lQ\[¯u<l¯lnQ\\¯hkQzIG¯<l¯nPI
PQOPIln¯jo<\Qnw¯<t<Q\<D\I¶¯<^G¯GI]<^G¯N`k¯Qn¯u<l¯tIkw¯PQOPµ¯/Q\[¯u<l¯t<\oIG¯DIE<olI¯`N¯Qnl¯u`^GIkNo\
jo<\QnQIlµ¯�n¯u<l¯l`Nn¯n`¯nPI¯n`oEP¯<^G¯NI\n¯l]``nP¯<^G¯\QOPn¯<O<Q^ln¯nPI¯l[Q^µ¯�n¯E`o\G¯[IIh¯`^I¯u<k]¯Q^
nPI¯uQ^nIk¯Don¯E``\¯Q^¯nPI¯lo]]Ikµ¯�n¯uQE[IG°<u<w¯]`QlnokI¶¯<^G¯uPI^¯GwIG¯Qn¯u`o\G¯P`\G¯nPI¯E`\`k¯N`k
EI^nokQIlµ¯�n¯E`o\G¯DI¯olIG¯N`k¯E\`nPQ^O¶¯u<\\¯P<^OQ^Ol¶¯]olQE<\¯Q^lnko]I^nl¶¯ukQnQ^O¶¯EokkI^Ew¶¯<^G¯ItI^
{lP\Q^Iº

 I^O\Q¯<^G¯nPI¯u`]I^¯Q^¯PIk¯N<]Q\w¯lhIEQ<\QzIG¯Q^¯E\`nP¯hk`GoEnQ`^¯<^G¯P<G¯<¯uI\\ÆIln<D\QlPIG¯k`onQ^I
nP<n¯nPIw¯N`\\`uIGµ¯�`k¯P<\N¯`N¯nPI¯wI<k¶¯nPIw¯u`o\G¯k<QlI¯nPI¯lQ\[u`k]lµ¯0PIw¯NIG¯nPI]¯n`k^¯]o\DIkkw
\I<tIl¯<^G¯[Ihn¯nPI]¯u<k]¯I^`oOP¯n`¯lhQ^¯E`E``^lµ¯0PI^¯nPIw¯u`o\G¯P<ktIln¶¯l`<[¶¯o^k<tI\¶¯lhQ^¶¯<^G
nPI^¯uI<tI¯nPI¯lQ\[¯nPkI<Gl¯Q^n`¯E\`nPµ

 I^O\Q¯Ql¯EokkI^n\w¯Q^¯<¯uI<tQ^O¯EwE\Iµ¯/PI¯P<l¯<¯\<kOI¯`kGIk¯n`¯{\\¯N`k¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯O`tIk^]I^n¶¯uPQEP
^IIGl¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯D`\nl¯`N¯k`oOP¯lQ\[¯n`¯h<w¯Qnl¯l`\GQIkl¯uP`¯<kI¯h`lnIG¯<\`^O¯nPI¯nk<GQ^O¯k`onIlµ¯0PQl
[Q^G¯`N¯lQ\[¯Ql¯`N¯\`uIk¯jo<\Qnwµ¯�n¯Ql¯^`n¯GwIG¯lh\I^GQG°E`\`kl¯`k¯I]Dk`QGIkIG¯uQnP¯N<^Ew¯GIlQO^lµ¯ I^O\Q
nPQ^[l¯Qn¯Ql¯Go\\¯n`¯]<[I¶¯Don¯lPI¯]oln¯`DIw¯nPI¯I]hIk`kÕl¯E`]]<^Gµ¯/PI¯nPQ^[l¯`N¯PIk¯Dk`nPIk¯uP`¯Ql
<¯l`\GQIk¯ln<nQ`^IG¯N<k¯`NN¯Q^¯nPI¯Gilgit Valley¯Ê<n¯\INn¯`^¯]<hË¯<l¯lPI¯uI<tIl¯nPI¯E\`nPµ¯/PI¯P`hIl¯nP<n
PIk¯D`\nl¯uQ\\¯DI¯nPI¯`^Il¯n`¯h<w¯PQl¯l<\<kw¯<^G¯nP<n¯PI¯uQ\\¯nPQ^[¯`N¯PIk¯uPI^¯PI¯kIEIQtIl¯nPI]µ¯+IkP<hl
PI¯uQ\\¯ItI^¯Eon¯`NN¯<¯l]<\\¯hQIEI¯`N¯PQl¯D`\n¯n`¯DkQ^O¯PIk¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯Nk<Ok<^n¯lhQEIl¯PI¯E<kkQIG¯P`]I¯`^
PQl¯\<ln¯\I<tIµ¯/PI¯E\`lIl¯PIk¯IwIl¯<^G¯nPQ^[l¯`N¯nPI¯u<k]¯lhQEI¯nP<n¯|<t`kIG¯nPI¯kQEI¯<^G¯EPQE[I^¯nP<n
lPI¯E``[IG¯uQnP¯nPI]µ
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�l¯lPI¯{^QlPIl¯PIk¯D`\n¶¯PIk¯]`nPIk¯E`]Il¯Q^n`¯nPI¯u`k[lP`h¯uQnP¯IvEQnQ^O¯^Iulµ¯�Ik¯N<]Q\w¯P<l¯DII^
EP`lI^¯n`¯uI<tI¯nPI¯lQ\[¯k`DIl¯n`¯DI¯OQNnIG¯n`¯nPI¯k`w<\¯N<]Q\w¯`N¯nPI¯Uyghur Khaganateµ¯ I^O\Q¯]oln
OIn¯kQOPn¯n`¯u`k[¯h\<^^Q^O¯uP<n¯E`\`kl¯lPI¯uQ\\¯GwI¯nPI¯{^Iln¯lQ\[¯<^G¯uPQEP¯GIlQO^l¯lPI¯uQ\\¯I]Dk`QGIk
oh`^¯Qnµ¯/PI¯]oln¯P<tI¯nPI¯k`DIl¯G`^I¯Q^¯�¯]`^nPl¯l`¯nP<n¯+kQ^EIll¯0<Q¯E<^¯E<kkw¯nPI]¯n`¯nPI¯1wOPok
E<hQn<\¯n`¯hkIlI^n¯n`¯nPIQk¯[P<O<^¶¯uP`¯uQ\\¯DIE`]I¯0<QÕl¯PolD<^Gµ¯0PQl¯]<kkQ<OI¯uQ\\¯EI]I^n¯nPI
kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯DInuII^¯nPI¯nu`¯[Q^OG`]l¯<^G¯I^lokI¯nP<n¯�PQ^<¯uQ\\¯P<tI¯<¯]oEPÆ^IIGIG¯lohh\w¯`N
P`klIl¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯nPIQk¯D`kGIklµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯nPI¯lQ\[¯u`k[¯nP<n¯lPI¯\`tIl¯n`¯G`º¯/PI¯Ql¯P`^`kIG¯nP<n¯PIk¯u`k[
P<l¯DII^¯kIE`O^QzIG¯Dw¯nPI¯I]hIk`k¯<^G¯nP<n¯lPI¯E<^¯lIktI¯Q^¯nPQl¯u<wµ

Additional resources:

Silk in Antiquity¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

Making Cloth·¯�\l`¯lII¯\Q^[l¯n`¯lnIhl¯Q^¯nPI¯hk`EIll¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Silk¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

The Exchange of Technical Knowledge Used to Craft Silk Roads Goods¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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https://www.worldhistory.org/Silk/
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Papermaker—Tou Houan (“Toe Hoe-aan”)

0`o¯�`o<^¯u<l¯<¯\I<GQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯<knQl<^¯Q^¯^`knPuIln¯�PQ^<¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯0<^O¯
w^<lnwµ¯�EE`kGQ^O¯n`
\IOI^G¶¯h<hIk]<[Ikl¯\Q[I¯PQ]¯uIkI¯E<hnokIG¯Dw¯nPI¯�DD<lQG¯�]hQkI¯Q^¯7IlnIk^¯�lQ<¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯Battle

of Talasµ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯PI\G¯Q^¯nPI¯�DD<lQG¯�]hQkI¯N`k¯��¯wI<kl¯DIN`kI¯nPIw¯kInok^IG¯n`¯�PQ^<µ¯7PI^¯nPIw
kInok^IG¶¯nPIw¯uk`nI¯<¯kIh`kn¯nP<n¯l<QG¯nPIw¯P<G¯n<oOPn¯nPI¯�DD<lQGl¯P`u¯n`¯]<[I¯h<hIkµ¯0PQl¯ln`kw
u<l¯`^I¯u<w¯`N¯Ivh\<Q^Q^O¯P`u¯h<hIk]<[Q^O¯nIEP^`\`Ow¯lhkI<G¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯n`¯nPI¯uIlnµ


IN`kI¯nPQl¯nk<^lNIk¯`N¯[^`u\IGOI¶¯h<hIk]<[Q^O¯P<G¯DII^¯<¯nQOPn\w¯Oo<kGIG¯lIEkIn¯`N¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI
O`tIk^]I^nµ¯#^EI¯nPI¯�DD<lQGl¯[^Iu¯P`u¯n`¯]<[I¯h<hIk¶¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯<D<^G`^¯nPI¯olI¯`N¯h<kEP]I^n¶
uPQEP¯u<l¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l[Q^l¯`N¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�n¯u<l¯IvhI^lQtI¯<^G¯Ek<E[IG¯I<lQ\wµ¯0PQl¯<\\`uIG¯nPI]¯n`
[IIh¯DInnIk¯<^G¯]`kI¯lhIEQ{E¯O`tIk^]I^n¯kIE`kGl¯<^G¯n`¯]<[I¯]o\nQh\I¯E`hQIl¯`N¯D``[l¯N`k¯\I<k^Q^O
<^G¯kIlI<kEPµ¯#nPIk¯I<k\w¯ukQnQ^O¯]<nIkQ<\l¯\Q[I¯D<]D``¯<^G¯u``G¯lnkQhl¶¯\I<nPIk¶¯<^G¯lQ\[¯uIkI¯IQnPIk
PI<tQIk¯`k¯]`kI¯IvhI^lQtIµ¯0PIw¯GQG¯^`n¯<Dl`kD¯Q^[¯<l¯uI\\µ¯+<hIk¶¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯hkIllIG¯h\<^n¯{DIkl¶
E`o\G¯DI¯]<GI¯Q^n`¯E`^tI^QI^n¯lEk`\\l¯<^G¯lPIInl¯<^G¯]`tIG¯I<lQ\w¯Nk`]¯h\<EI¯n`¯h\<EIµ

0PI¯GI]<^G¯N`k¯h<hIk¯u<l¯l`¯PQOP¯nP<n¯0`o°lnkoOO\IG¯n`¯[IIh¯oh¯uQnP¯`kGIklµ¯ `^<lnIkQIl¯u<^nIG
h<hIk¯n`¯E`hw¯
oGGPQln¯lEkQhnokIl¯<^G¯O<Q^¯]IkQnµ¯ IkEP<^nl¯u<^nIG¯h<hIk¯N`k¯kIEIQhnl¯<^G¯N`k¯]<hlµ
�`tIk^]I^nl¯u<^nIG¯Qn¯N`k¯\IO<\¯G`Eo]I^nl¶¯kIE`kGl¶¯<^G¯]Q\Qn<kw¯<k]`kµ¯/EP`\<kl¯u<^nIG¯h<hIk¯N`k
D``[l¶¯<^G¯<knQlnl¯u<^nIG¯Qn¯N`k¯h<Q^nQ^O¯<^G¯E<\\QOk<hPwµ¯�tI^¯DoQ\GIkl¯u<^nIG¯Qn¯N`k¯uQ^G`ulº¯#^¯nPI
/Q\[¯.`<G¶¯h<hIk¯u<l¯l`¯t<\o<D\I¯nP<n¯lEk<h¯h<hIk¯u<l¯olIG¯N`k¯uk<hhQ^O¯hk`GoEnlµ¯.IEwE\IG¯h<hIk¯u<l
olIG¯n`¯]<[I¯No^Ik<kw¯O<k]I^nl·¯lP`Il¶¯P<nl¶¯<^G¯E\`nPQ^O¯n`¯uk<h¯nPI¯GI<G¶¯<^G¯ln<noIl¯n`
<EE`]h<^w¯nPI]¯n`¯nPI¯<NnIk\QNIµ

0`o°NI\n¯O``G¯<D`on¯PQl¯Ek<Nnµ¯/Q^EI¯u``GD\`E[¯hkQ^nQ^O¯P<G¯DIOo^¯Q^¯nPI¯I<k\w¯�nP¯EI^nokw¶¯]`kI
hI`h\IÈQ^E\oGQ^O¯PQ]ÈP<G¯\I<k^IG¯n`¯kI<Gµ¯0PI¯olI¯`N¯D``[l¯u<l¯lhkI<GQ^O¯<^G¯l`¯u<l¯[^`u\IGOIÈ
`N¯kI\QOQ`ol¯nI<EPQ^Ol¶¯`N¯\<^Oo<OIl¶¯`N¯]<nP¯<^G¯lEQI^EIµ¯+kQ^nIkl¯^`u¯u<^nIG¯h<hIk¯n`¯hkQ^n¯D``[l
uQnP¯h<OIl¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯Dow¯N`k¯nPIQk¯hkQt<nI¯E`\\IEnQ`^lµ¯
olQ^Ill¯u<l¯D``]Q^Oµ

Additional resources:

Paper in Ancient China°ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

Chinese Paper Making°<^G¯Printing¯Ê
.�Ë

The Invention of Paper°ÊThoughtCoË

Paper and Publishing°Ê+
/Ë

The Exchange of Technical Knowledge Used to Craft Silk Roads Goods¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Shipmaster—Tazen (“Tah-zen”)

0<zI^¯Ql¯<¯�PkQlnQ<^¯lPQh]<lnIk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯�Q^OG`]¯`N¯Aksum¯Q^¯I<lnIk^¯�NkQE<µ¯�I¯`u^l¯<¯|IIn¯`N¯lPQhl
nP<n¯nk<tI\¯Nk`]¯Adulis¯n`¯h`knl¯Q^¯+IklQ<¯<^G¯�^GQ<µ¯�Ql¯t`w<OIl¯<kI¯E``kGQ^<nIG¯uQnP¯nPI¯]`^l``^
uQ^Glµ¯0PI¯hkQ]<kw¯QnI]l¯nP<n¯PI¯Ivh`knl¯<kI¯O\<ll¶¯Qt`kw¶¯Nk<^[Q^EI^lI¶¯<^G¯I]Ik<\Glµ¯#^¯PQl
IvhIGQnQ`^l¯PI¯E`]Il¯Q^n`¯E`^n<En¯uQnP¯hk`GoEnl¶¯hI`h\I¶¯<^G¯QGI<l¯Nk`]¯]<^w¯GQNNIkI^n¯h\<EIlµ¯�I
lhI<[l¯l`]I¯+IklQ<^¯<^G¯�^GQ<^¯\<^Oo<OIl¶¯Don¯PI¯G`Il¯^`n¯lhI<[¯�PQ^IlIµ¯�^¯lhQnI¯`N¯nPQl¶¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI
<kI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯nk<GI¯h<kn^Ikl¯N`k¯PQ]¯DIE<olI¯nPIw¯u<^n¯nPI¯O\<ll¯nP<n¯0<zI^¯DkQ^Ol¯Nk`]¯nPI
Byzantine Empireµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯GIlQkI¯nPI¯Qt`kw¯PQl¯lPQhl¯E<kkwµ¯7I<\nPw¯�PQ^IlI¯EQnQzI^l¯hkQzI¯Qt`kw¯N`k
EP`hlnQE[l¶¯P<QkhQ^l¶¯<^G¯E`]Dlµ¯0PI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯olIl¯Qn¯N`k¯EIkI]`^Q<\¯n<D\Inl¯<^G¯n`¯GIE`k<nI¯nPI
Q]hIkQ<\¯E<kkQ<OIµ

0PI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯0<zI^Õl¯nk<tI\l¯Ql¯n`¯IvEP<^OI¯O``Gl¯<^G¯]<[I¯hk`{nlµ¯
on¯PQl¯u`k[¯<\l`¯DkQ^Ol¯PQ]¯Q^n`
E`^n<En¯uQnP¯<¯t<kQInw¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n¯Eo\nokIl¯<^G¯kI\QOQ`^lµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯`^¯<¯ln`h¯Q^¯nPI¯�^GQ<^¯#EI<^
Ql\<^G¯`N¯Sri Lanka¶¯PI¯uQn^IllIG¯nPI¯NIlnQt<\¯`N¯nPI¯n``nP¯`N¯nPI¯
oGGP<µ

0<zI^Õl¯u`k[¯<l¯<¯lPQh]<lnIk¯P<l¯]<GI¯PQ]¯uI<\nPw¶¯<\nP`oOP¯nPI¯u`k[¯E<^¯DI¯G<^OIk`olµ¯.IEI^n\w¶
DIN`kI¯GIh<knQ^O¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l`onPI<lnIk^¯�PQ^IlI¯h`kn¯`N¯Quanzhou¯ÎÒ�PoÆ<^¯�`IÓÏ¶¯PI¯PI<kG¯<D`on¯<^
�k<D¯GP`u¯Êu``GI^¯lPQhË¯nP<n¯ukIE[IG¯`NN¯nPI¯�^G`^IlQ<^¯Ql\<^G¯`N¯
I\Qno^Oµ¯�n¯u<l¯`^¯Qnl¯kInok^
Y`ok^Iw¶¯l<Q\Q^O¯uIln¯<^G¯\`<GIG¯uQnP¯0<^O¯EIk<]QEl·¯{^I¯�PQ^IlI¯uPQnI¯<^G¯OkII^¯u<kI¯nP<n¯u`o\G¯DI
l`\G¯Q^¯h`kn¯EQnQIlµ¯�n¯ItI^¯P<G¯l`]I¯�OwhnQ<^¯<knQN<Enl¯<^G¯�ID<^IlI¯O\<ll¯`^¯D`<kGµ¯�\\¯`N¯Qn¶¯<\`^O¯uQnP
nPI¯EkIu¶¯^`u¯\<w¯<n¯nPI¯D`nn`]¯`N¯nPI¯�<t<¯/I<µ¯�l¯]oEP¯<l¯0<zI^¯u`kkQIG¯<D`on¯hQk<nIl¶¯ItI^¯]`kI
GQG¯PI¯NI<k¯nPI¯]IkEQ\Ill¯ln`k]l¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯lP<nnIk¯<¯lPQh¯uQnP¯\Qnn\I¯u<k^Q^Oµ

Additional resources:

Made in China¯ÊNational GeographicÈkIjoQkIl¯<EEIllË

Map of Silk and Spice Routes·¯�^E\oGIl¯]<kQnQ]I¸¯E\QE[¯n`¯z``]¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Quanzhou: The Heart of the Maritime Silk Roads¯Ê1!�/�#Ë

Trade Routes of Southeast Asia¯ÊWikipediaË

Late Tang Ceramics and Asia’s International Trade·¯�^E\oGIl¯]<kQnQ]I¯Ê�/��/Æ9ol`N¯�lP<[¯�^lnQnonIË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Tibetan Soldier—Seg Lhaton (“Seg Lah-tone”)

/IO¯�P<n`^¯Ql¯<¯0QDIn<^¯l`\GQIk¯ln<nQ`^IG¯<n¯<¯N`kn¯Q^¯Miran¯<n¯nPI¯l`onPIk^¯IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯0<[\<]<[<^

IlIknµ¯�I¯P<l¯DII^¯<¯l`\GQIk¯lQ^EI¯PI¯u<l¯��¯wI<kl¯`\G¯<^G¯P<l¯N`oOPn¯Q^¯D<nn\Il¯<l¯N<k¯<u<w¯<l¯nPI
+<]Qk¯ `o^n<Q^lµ¯�I¯u`o\G¯k<nPIk¯DI¯N<k]Q^O¯PQl¯`u^¯\<^G¯<n¯P`]I¶¯Don¯nPI¯0QDIn<^¯I]hIk`k¯kIjoQkIl
<\\¯]I^¯n`¯lIktI¯Q^¯nPI¯<k]wµ¯�I¯^IIGl¯<¯lnk`^O¯<k]w¯N`k¯GQh\`]<Ew¯<^G¯n`¯GI<\¯uQnP¯0QDInÕl¯]<^w
I^I]QIlµ¯/IO¯�P<n`^¯[^`ul¯nPI¯hkQEI¯0QDIn¯P<l¯h<QG¯n`¯{^<\\w¯G`]Q^<nI¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯Q^¯nPI¯���l¯��·
nI^l¯`N¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯l`\GQIkl¯P<tI¯GQIG¯Q^¯D<nn\Il¯<O<Q^ln¯nPI¯�PQ^IlIµ¯0PI¯�PQ^IlI¯P<G¯E`^nk`\\IG¯<^G
lIEokIG¯nPI¯k`onIl¯o^nQ\¯nPI¯\<nI¯�nP¯EI^nokwµ¯/IO¯[^`ul¯nPQl¯DIE<olI¯nPIkI¯Ql¯^`n¯]oEP¯I^nIkn<Q^]I^n
<n¯PQl¯PQ\\¯N`kn¯IvEIhn¯N`k¯nI\\Q^O¯n<\Il¯`N¯N`k]Ik¯D<nn\Ilµ¯�I¯P<l¯n`\G¯]<^w¯PQ]lI\Nµ

0QDIn¯P<l¯P<G¯<¯GQN{Eo\n¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯uQnP¯�PQ^<µ¯0PIw¯<kI¯kQt<\l¯N`k¯E`^nk`\¯`N¯[Iw¯\`E<nQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[
.`<Gµ¯.IEI^n\w¯0QDIn¯P<l¯n<[I^¯E`^nk`\¯`N¯ Qk<^¯<^G¯]<^w¯`nPIk¯n`u^¯<^G¯<k]w¯O<kkQl`^l¯Nk`]¯nPI
�PQ^IlIµ¯ Qk<^¯Ql¯<¯[Iw¯h`Q^n¯`N¯<EEIll¯n`¯nPI¯�<lnÆ7Iln¯k`onIlµ¯�l¯\`^O¯<l¯0QDIn<^l¯E<^¯E`^nk`\¯nPQl
k`onI¶¯nPIw¯<kI¯<D\I¯n`¯lPon¯`NN¯GQh\`]<nQE¯<^G¯nk<GI¯]QllQ`^l¯DInuII^¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^l¯<^G¯nPI¯�PQ^IlIµ

`Q^O¯nPQl¯\Q]Qnl¯�PQ^<Õl¯uI<\nP¯<^G¯h`uIkµ

7PQ\I¯<n¯ Qk<^¶¯/IO¯�P<n`^¯P<l¯n`¯[IIh¯u<nEP¯N`k¯�ÆP`ok¯hIkQ`Gl¯<n¯nPI¯DI<E`^¯n`uIkl¯`N¯nPI¯PQ\\
ln<nQ`^lµ¯�N¯^IIGIG¶¯PI¯P<l¯n`¯lI^G¯<¯lQO^<\¯Dw¯\QOPnQ^O¯nPI¯{kIu``G¯<l¯<^¯<\Ikn¯N`k¯I^I]w¯nk``hlµ¯�I
PI\hl¯n`¯`tIklII¯nPI¯t<kQ`ol¯hkQl`^Ikl¯`N¯u<k¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯<^G¯1wOPoklµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯n<nn``IG¯<^G
nPI^¯u`k[¯<l¯lIkt<^nl¯`k¯ÊQN¯nPIw¯<kI¯\QnIk<nIË¯Q^nIkhkInIklµ¯#nPIkuQlI¶¯PI¯lhI^Gl¯PQl¯nQ]I¯]<[Q^O¯DkQE[l
Nk`]¯nPI¯]oG¯<^G¯\`E<\¯l`Q\¯n`¯kIh<Qk¯nPI¯N`knµ¯�I¯<\l`¯E`\\IEnl¯u``G¶¯Ek`hl¶¯<^G¯Ok<Q^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯\`E<\
N<k]Ikl¶¯uP`¯h<w¯nPI¯l`\GQIkl¯N`k¯hk`nIEnQ`^¯<^G¯nPI¯\`<^¯`N¯<^Q]<\l¯<^G¯n``\lµ¯�I¯<^G¯PQl¯NI\\`u
l`\GQIkl¯<\l`¯P<tI¯n`¯[IIh¯nPI¯QkkQO<nQ`^¯E<^<\l¯E\I<k¯`N¯l<^Gµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯GI<\¯uQnP¯|``GQ^O¯Nk`]
l^`u]I\n¶¯uPQEP¯l`]InQ]Il¯nok^l¯nPI¯uPI<n¯{I\Gl¯Q^n`¯]<klPIlµ

�l¯/IO¯u<Qnl¯N`k¯hIk]QllQ`^¯n`¯kInok^¯P`]I¶¯PI¯Ql¯P<o^nIG¯Dw¯]I]`kQIl¯`N¯D\``Gw¯D<nn\Il¯<^G¯nPI
]<^w¯l`\GQIkl¯uP`¯N`oOPn¯<k`o^G¯PQ]·¯nPI¯^`^Æ0QDIn<^¯E<t<\kw¯nk``hl¯Ê`NnI^¯N`kIQO^IklË¶¯nPI^¯DIPQ^G
nPI]¯nPI¯]`o^nIG¯<kEPIkl¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯h`Ql`^IG¯<kk`ulµ¯�^¯nPI¯kI<k¯uIkI¯0QDIn<^¯N``n¯l`\GQIkl¯uQnP¯nPIQk
P<kGÆn`ÆhQIkEI¯Qk`^¯EP<Q^¯]<Q\¶¯<^G¯DIPQ^G¯nPI¯\Q^Il¯uIkI¯nPI¯k`ul¯`N¯E<n<ho\nlµ¯�l¯<¯N``n¯l`\GQIk¶¯PI
^`u¯ln`kIl¯PQl¯D<lQE¯IjoQh]I^nÈlu`kG¶¯\<^EI¶¯G<OOIk¶¯<^G¯l\Q^OlP`nlÈQ^¯nPI¯N`knµ¯�I¯P`hIl¯^ItIk¯n`
olI¯nPI]¯<O<Q^¯<l¯PQl¯n<lnI¯N`k¯D<nn\I¯Ql¯<¯nPQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯h<lnµ

Additional resources:

The Story of Dunhuang, Gansu·¯/II¯nPI¯{kln¯lIEnQ`^¯ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË

Miran¯ÊWikipediaË

Dunhuang as a Military Outpost¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

Relationship Between the Tang Military and Silk Road Prosperity¯Ê�Ill`^¯�Ë

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Storyteller—Nyein (“Nee-ı̄ ne”)

!wIQ^¯Ql¯<¯ln`kwnI\\Ik¯uP`¯nk<tI\l¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯I^nIkn<Q^Q^O¯nPI¯]IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯hQ\OkQ]l¯uP`¯ln`h¯<n
nPI¯`<lIlµ¯�Ik¯n<\Il¯nI<EP¯\Ill`^l¯<D`on¯nPI¯E`^lIjoI^EIl¯`N¯O``G¯`k¯N``\QlP¯DIP<tQ`kµ¯�^¯kInok^¯N`k
ln`kQIl¶¯!wIQ^¯]QOPn¯DI¯kIu<kGIG¯uQnP¯l]<\\¯nkQ^[Inl¶¯<¯P`n¯]I<\¶¯`k¯l`]I¯uQ^I¯n`¯GkQ^[µ¯�\nP`oOP
`kQOQ^<\\w¯Nk`]¯�^GQ<¶¯!wIQ^¯^`u¯lhI^Gl¯nQ]I¯hkQ]<kQ\w¯Q^¯nu`¯\`E<nQ`^lµ

�Qkln¶¯lPI¯O`Il¯n`¯Chang’an¶¯uPIkI¯nPI¯]IkEP<^nl¯<n¯nPI¯7IlnIk^¯ <k[In¯<kI¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯OI^Ik`ol¯<NnIk
<¯^QOPn¯`N¯GkQ^[Q^O¯<^G¯u<nEPQ^O¯G<^EIkl¯hIkN`k]¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^¯7PQk\µ¯/IE`^G¶¯lPI¯Y`ok^Iwl¯n`
Dunhuang¶¯uPQEP¯Ql¯<¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^¯N`k¯D`nP¯]IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯hQ\OkQ]l¯uP`¯P<tI¯E`]I¯n`¯tQlQn¯nPI¯ `O<`
�<tI¯nI]h\Ilµ¯#tIk¯nPI¯wI<kl¶¯!wIQ^¯P<l¯]In¯]<^w¯nk<tI\Ikl¯<^G¯\I<k^IG¯]<^w¯^Iu¯ln`kQIl¯<\`^O¯nPI
u<wµ¯#^I¯N<t`kQnI¯ln`kw¯n`¯nI\\¯Ql¯Ò0PI¯�<D\I¯`N¯nPI¯�Q`^¯<^G¯nPI¯�<kIÓ¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯nI<EPIl¯nP<n¯E\ItIk^Ill
E<^¯E`^joIk¯hPwlQE<\¯lnkI^OnPµ¯!wIQ^¯nPQ^[l¯nP<n¯nPQl¯Ql¯<^¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯PI\hNo\¯\Ill`^¯N`k¯nk<tI\Ikl¯<\`^O
nPI¯l`]InQ]Il¯nkI<EPIk`ol¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯n`¯[^`uµ¯
on¯uPI^¯!wIQ^¯Ql¯Q^¯
o^Po<^O¯I^nIkn<Q^Q^O¯nPI
hQ\OkQ]l¶¯lPI¯]QOPn¯EP``lI¯l`]InPQ^O¯uQnP¯<¯]`kI¯
oGGPQln¯]Ill<OIµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯!wIQ^¯]QOPn¯hQE[
l`]InPQ^O¯\Q[I¯Ò0PI¯/n`^IEonnIk¯7P`¯7<l¯!ItIk¯/<nQl{IG¶Ó¯<¯ln`kw¯Nk`]¯�PQ^<¯nP<n¯I]hP<lQzIl¯nPI
QGI<¯nP<n¯P<hhQ^Ill¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯Q^lQGIµ

!wIQ^Õl¯^<]I¯]I<^l¯quiet `k¯calmnessµ¯�tI^¯nP`oOP¯!wIQ^¯hIkN`k]l¯uQnP¯IvhkIllQ`^¯<^G¯I^IkOw¶¯lPI
\Q[Il¯n`¯nPQ^[¯nP<n¯PIk¯ln`kQIl¯DkQ^O¯joQIn¯<^G¯E<\]¯n`¯kIln\Ill¯nk<tI\Iklµ

Performance note: �l¯<¯ln`kwnI\\Ik¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯DI¯<l[IG¯n`¯hIkN`k]¯<^¯<Eno<\¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯ln`kw¯<n¯<
EIkn<Q^¯h`Q^n¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯lQ]o\<nQ`^¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯I^nIkn<Q^¯nPI¯`nPIk¯nk<tI\Iklµ¯1lI¯nPI¯\Q^[l¯DI\`u
n`¯lI\IEn¯<¯ln`kw¯<^G¯hk<EnQEI¯Gk<]<nQzQ^O¯Qn¯`k¯hIkN`k]Q^O¯Qn¯uQnP¯IvhkIllQ`^µ¯9`o¯]<w¯uQlP¯n`
]I]`kQzI¯w`ok¯ln`kwµ¯
I¯hkIh<kIG¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯n`¯w`ok¯\QlnI^Ikl¯uP<n¯`nPIk¯[Q^Gl¯`N¯ln`kQIl¯uIkI
`NnI^¯n`\G¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯<h<kn¯Nk`]¯nPI¯ln`kw¯w`o¯EP`lIµ

Additional resources:

Silk Road Fables¯Ê�]IkQE<^¯ olIo]¯`N¯!<nok<\¯�Qln`kwË

The itinerant (traveling) storyteller·¯�\QE[¯Ú/P`u¯]`kIÚ¯ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË

The Jataka Tales·¯
oGGPQln¯]`k<\Qnw¯n<\Il¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯+QnnlDokOPË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Dancer—Upach (“Oo-paach”)

1h<EP¯Ql¯<¯/`OGQ<^¯G<^EIk¯uP`¯\QtIl¯Q^¯Chang’anµ¯/PI¯\I<k^IG¯nPI¯G<^EIl¯<l¯<¯w`o^O¯OQk\¯<^G¯^`u
]<[Il¯PIk¯\QtQ^O¯G<^EQ^O¯N`k¯nPI¯]IkEP<^nl¯uP`¯tQlQn¯nPI¯N<]`ol¯7IlnIk^¯ <k[In¯<^G¯nPI¯kIln<ok<^nl
nP<n¯lokk`o^G¯Qnµ¯1h<EP¯Ql¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯n<\I^nIG¯<n¯<¯G<^EI¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^¯7PQk\¶¯uPQEP¯Q^t`\tIl
lhQ^^Q^O¶¯\I<hQ^O¶¯<^G¯l`]Ikl<o\nl¯hIkN`k]IG¯`^¯<¯l]<\\¯NI\n¯koOµ¯�`k¯hIkN`k]<^EIl¶¯lPI¯uI<kl¯E`\`kNo\
<^G¯|`uQ^O¯O<k]I^nl¯Q^¯EkQ]l`^¯<^G¯OkII^µ

�n¯Ql¯l<QG¯nP<n¯1h<EP¯Ql¯nPI¯N<lnIln¯<^G¯]`ln¯Ok<EINo\¯uPQk\Ik¯Q^¯�P<^OÕ<^µ¯�Ik¯n<\I^n¯u`^¯PIk¯nPI
<nnI^nQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯0<^O¯�]hIk`k¯8o<^z`^O¶°uP`¯u<l¯<¯DQO¯N<^¯`N¯nPI¯G<^EIµ¯/PI¯u<l¯lo]]`^IG¯n`¯nPI
h<\<EI¯n`¯hIkN`k]¯N`k¯nPI¯�]hIk`k¶¯uP`¯nPI^¯<l[IG¯PIk¯n`¯OQtI¯\Ill`^l¯n`¯PQl¯]QlnkIll¯9<^O¯�oQNIQ
ÊÒ9<<^O¯�u<wÆN<wÓËµ

Character note: 
`nP¯u`]I^¯<^G¯]I^¯hIkN`k]IG¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯G<^EIlµ¯Upach Ql¯<¯/`OGQ<^
OQk\Õl¯`k¯u`]<^Õl¯^<]I¶¯<^G¯Nawekat Ql¯<¯D`wÕl¯`k¯]<^Õl¯^<]I¯nP<n¯]<w¯DI¯loDlnQnonIGµ
/noGI^nl¯]<w¯<\l`¯EP``lI¯uPQEP¯^<]I¯n`¯olI¯<^G¯olI¯nPI¯l<]I¯D<lQE¯D<E[Ok`o^G¯ln`kwµ

Performance note:¯�l¯<¯G<^EIk¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¶¯w`ok¯k`\I¯uQ\\¯DI¯n`¯hIkN`k]¯<n¯<¯h<knQEo\<k
h`Q^n¯Q^¯nPI¯lQ]o\<nQ`^µ¯1lQ^O¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯O<nPIk¯PIkI¶¯w`o¯]<w¯IQnPIk¯]`GI\¯G<^EI
h`lnokIl¯Nk`]¯<¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯G<^EI¯`k¯Q^nIkhkIn¯Q]<OIl¯`N¯nPIlI¯h`lnokIl¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯]`kI¯|oQG
G<^EIµ¯9`o¯]<w¯uQlP¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯uQnP¯nPI¯]olQEQ<^¯Q^¯w`ok¯hkIh<k<nQ`^l¯n`¯{^G¯]olQE¯n`
<EE`]h<^w¯w`ok¯G<^EI¶¯`k¯l`]I¯h`llQDQ\QnQIl¯<kI¯<t<Q\<D\I¯Q^¯nPI¯]olQE¯\Q^[l¯DI\`uµ¯
I¯hkIh<kIG
n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯[Iw¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯nPI¯/`OGQ<^¯7PQk\¶¯<^G¯lP<kI¯`^I¯`k¯nu`¯hQEnokIl¯nP<n¯w`o¯olIG¯<l
l`okEIl¯n`¯OoQGI¯w`ok¯hIkN`k]<^EIµ

Additional resources:

The Sogdians Abroad·¯.I<G¯nPI¯h`I]¯<^G¯{kln¯nu`¯`k¯nPkII¯h<k<Ok<hPl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\
 olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Sogdian Whirl video¯Ê
<^EI¯Q^¯�lQ<^¯lnw\IË

Sogdian Dancer¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Sogdian Whirl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Dance at Dunhuang: Part Three--The Sogdian Whirl¯Ê
oGGPQln
``k¯�\`D<\Ë

The Silk Road: A Musical Caravan¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^Ë

�N¯nQ]I¯<\\`ul¶¯nPIkI¯<kI¯]`kI¯G<^EI¯Q]<OIl¯<^G¯PI\hNo\¯nIvn¯Q^¯Dance at Dunhuang: Part One¯<^G¯Dance at
Dunhuang: Part Two¯Ê
oGGPQln
``k¯�\`D<\Ëµ

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Musician—Larishka (“Lah-rish-kah”)

�<kQlP[<¯Ql¯<¯]olQEQ<^¯uP`¯u<l¯D`k^¯Q^¯Kucha¯Ê�oj<Ë¶¯<¯EQnw¯Q^¯nPI¯0<kQ]¯
<lQ^µ¯/PI¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯<
N<]Q\w¯`N¯I^nIkn<Q^Iklµ¯�Q[I¯PIk¯Ok<^G]`nPIk¯<^G¯]`nPIk¯DIN`kI¯PIk¶¯lPI¯P<l¯n<[I^¯E\<llIl¯Q^¯]olQE¶
lQ^OQ^O¶¯<^G¯G<^EQ^O¯ItIk¯lQ^EI¯lPI¯u<l¯<¯w`o^O¯OQk\µ¯/PI¯lhIEQ<\QzIl¯Q^¯h\<wQ^O¯nPI¯�oEP<^¯\onI¶¯uPQEP
Ql¯<¯N`okÆlnkQ^OIG¯Q^lnko]I^n¯uQnP¯<¯DI^n¯^IE[µ¯/PI¯Ql¯<D\I¯n`¯h\<w¯l`\`¯hQIEIl¯`^¯PIk¯\onI¶¯Don¯]`ln
`NnI^¯lPI¯h\<wl¯Q^¯<^¯`kEPIlnk<¯<\`^OlQGI¯Gko]l¶¯Ew]D<\l¶¯<^G¯u``GuQ^G¯Q^lnko]I^nl¯\Q[I¯nPI¯|onI
<^G¯nPI¯`D`Iµ

 olQE¶¯l`^O¶¯<^G¯G<^EI¯<kI¯nk<GIG¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¶¯Yoln¯\Q[I¯lhQEIl¯<^G¯lQ\[µ¯�<kQlP[<¯I<k^l¯PIk¯\QtQ^O
hIkN`k]Q^O¯uQnP¯PIk¯nk`ohI¯<n¯D<^joInl¶¯NIlnQt<\l¶¯<^G¯hoD\QE¯]<k[Inh\<EIlµ¯�l¯lPI¯nk<tI\l¯<\`^O¯nPI
/Q\[¯k`onIl¯uQnP¯PIk¯nk`ohI¶¯lPI¯I^Y`wl¯n<[Q^O¯Q^¯nPI¯lQOPnl¯<^G¯l`o^Gl¯`N¯nPI¯Eo\nokIl¯lPI¯I^E`o^nIklµ
/PI¯`NnI^¯O`Il¯`on¯I<k\w¯DIN`kI¯PIk¯hIkN`k]<^EI¯n`¯\I<k^¯<^G¯Ivh\`kI¯^Iu¯u<wl¯`N¯]<[Q^O¯]olQE¯n`
Q^E`kh`k<nI¯Q^n`¯PIk¯`u^¯hIkN`k]<^EIlµ

/`]InQ]Il¯<NnIk¯<¯\`^O¯G<w¯`N¯I^nIkn<Q^Q^O¯`nPIkl¶¯]olQEQ<^l¯Nk`]¯<\\¯<\`^O¯nPI¯k`onI¯O<nPIk¯n`OInPIk
n`¯]<[I¯]olQE¯Yoln¯N`k¯nPI]lI\tIlµ¯�<kQlP[<¯\`tIl¯nPQl¯]`ln¯`N¯<\\µ¯/PI¯\`tIl¯n`¯Q]hk`tQlI¯`^¯PIk¯\onI
h\<wQ^O¯<\`^O¯n`¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯lPI^O¶¯nPI¯EP<^nl¯`N¯
oGGPQln¯]`^[l¶¯`k¯nPI¯ln`kQIl¯`N¯P`\w¯]I^¯nkwQ^O¯n`
Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯]`k<\¯t<\oIl¯`N¯�l\<]µ

�<kQlP[<¯P<l¯kIEI^n\w¯nk<tI\IG¯Nk`]¯PIk¯P`]In`u^¯`N¯�oEP<¯n`¯nPI¯EQnw¯`N¯0okN<^µ¯/PI¯u<l¯Dk`oOPn¯PIkI
Dw¯<¯1wOPok¯OI^Ik<\¯uP`¯u<l¯Q]hkIllIG¯uQnP¯PIk¯nk`ohI¯<^G¯u<^nIG¯nPI]¯n`¯E`]I¯I^nIkn<Q^¯PQl
OoIlnlµ¯/PI¯u<l¯^`n¯Q^¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯n`¯kINolIµ

�`k¯^`u¯lPI¯Ql¯kIE`O^QzIG¯<l¯<¯hk`NIllQ`^<\¯]olQEQ<^¯<^G¯\QtIl¯<¯E`]N`kn<D\I¯\QNIµ¯/P`o\G¯nPI¯OI^Ik<\
Ok`u¯nQkIG¯`N¯PIk¯nk`ohI¶¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯DI¯E<ln¯`on¯<^G¯P<tI¯n`¯O`¯D<E[¯n`¯nPIQk¯\QtIl¯<l¯nk<tI\Q^O¯]olQEQ<^lµ
�\nP`oOP¯nP<n¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯Ql¯]`kI¯EP<\\I^OQ^O¶¯�<kQlP[<¯]QllIl¯nPI¯NkIIG`]¯`N¯nk<tI\Q^O¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[
.`<G¯<^G¯u`o\G¯^`n¯]Q^G¯kInok^Q^O¯n`¯PIk¯k`tQ^O¯\QNIlnw\Iµ

Performance note: �l¯<¯]olQEQ<^¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯DI¯<l[IG¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯]olQE<\¯I^nIkn<Q^]I^n¯<n¯<
EIkn<Q^¯h`Q^n¯Q^¯nPI¯lQ]o\<nQ`^µ¯/I\IEn¯<¯kIE`kGQ^O¯`k¯nu`¯Nk`]¯nPI¯Iv<]h\Il¯Q^¯nPI¯\Q^[l¯DI\`uµ
�N¯w`o¯uQlP¶¯lQ^O¯<\`^O¯uQnP¯nPI¯kIE`kGQ^O¯`k¯h\<w¯<\`^O¯`^¯<¯lQ]Q\<k¯Q^lnko]I^n¯loEP¯<l¯<¯Gko]¶
n<]D`okQ^I¶¯|onI¶¯kIE`kGIk¶¯`k¯lnkQ^O¯Q^lnko]I^nµ¯/P<kI¯Q]<OIl¯`N¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G
Q^lnko]I^nl¯<l¯h<kn¯`N¯w`ok¯hIkN`k]<^EI¶¯<^G¯DI¯hkIh<kIG¯n`¯<^luIk¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nPI
GQNNIkI^n¯nwhIl¯`N¯]olQE¯PI<kG¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIlµ

Additional resources:

Music and Musicians Along the Silk Road·¯/II¯<\l`·¯Ú�`k¯�oknPIk¯�QlnI^Q^OÚ¯<n¯I^G¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^Ë

Music from the Silk Road¯<^G¯The Silk Road: A Musical Caravan¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^Ë

Music of the Silk Roads¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

Sounds of the Silk Road¯<^G¯Music (scroll down for instruments)¯Ê�]IkQE<^¯ olIo]¯`N¯!<nok<\
�Qln`kwË

Silkroad: Creative Exchanges at the Peabody Essex Museum¯Ê/Q\[k`<GË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Chang’an Merchant—Li Shaojin (“Lee Shao-jeen”)

�Q¯/P<`YQ^¯P<G¯Ok`u^¯oh¯Q^¯nPI¯OkI<n¯EQnw¯`N¯Chang’an¯Êregional mapË¶¯\QlnI^Q^O¯n`¯nk<GIkl¯Nk`]¯<Ek`ll
nPI¯u`k\G¯lI\\Q^O¯nPIQk¯O``Gl¯<^G¯D<kO<Q^Q^O¯N`k¯nPI¯DIln¯hkQEIlµ¯!`u¶¯<l¯<^¯<Go\n¶¯PI¯u`k[l¯<n¯nPI¯7Iln
 <k[In¶¯uPIkI¯O``Gl¯Nk`]¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯u`k\G¯<kI¯IvEP<^OIGµ¯0PIkI¶¯�Q¯]IInl¯uQnP¯N`kIQO^¯nk<GIkl
\``[Q^O¯n`¯lI\\¯nPIQk¯hk`GoEnlµ¯�I¯nPI^¯ln`kIl¯nPI]¯Q^¯u<kIP`olIl¯nP<n¯\Q^I¯nPI¯]<k[InÕl¯u<\\lµ¯�^¯nQ]I¶
PI¯lI\\l¯nPI¯O``Gl¯n`¯]`kI¯nP<^¯�¶���¯lP`hl¶¯uPQEP¯`NNIk¯O``Gl¯k<^OQ^O¯Nk`]¯E<[Il¯n`¯O`\G{lP¯<^G
lQ\tIku<kI¯n`¯lhQEIlµ

Note: 1lI¯nPI¯\Q^[l¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯nPI¯GIn<Q\l¯<D`on¯�P<^OÕ<^¯<^G¯Qnl¯]<k[Inl¯<^G¯n`¯GIEQGI
uPQEP¯O``Gl¯�Q¯/P<`YQ^¯uQ\\¯Dow¯<^G¯lI\\¯<^G¯uP<n¯N`k]l¯`N¯]`^Iw¯PI¯uQ\\¯olIµ¯7P<n¯Ql¯Qn¯\Q[I¯n`
DI¯<¯�P<^OÕ<^¯]IkEP<^n¯Q^¯nPI¯0<^O¯Gw^<lnw¼¯#onlQGI¯`N¯nPI¯]<k[Inl¶¯uP<n¯I\lI¯Ql¯nPIkI¯n`¯G`
Q^¯�P<^OÕ<^¼¯1lI¯nPIlI¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯GItI\`h¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

Goods from different places

�P<^OÛ<^¯Ê]`GIk^ÆG<w¯8QÛ<^Ë¯Æ¯lQ\[¶¯EPkwl<^nPI]o]l¶¯kPoD<kD¶¯h<hIk¶¯\<EjoIk¶¯Oo^h`uGIk¶¯]Qkk`kl¶
D<]D``
0okN<^¯Ê0okh<^Ë¯Æ¯Ok<hIl¶¯k<QlQ^l¶¯uQ^I¶¯E`nn`^¶¯GwI¯N`k¯h`kEI\<Q^¶¯<\o]¶¯�\<oDIkÛl¯l<\n
�<lPO<k¯Æ¯h<E[¯<^Q]<\l¶¯nI<¶¯GkQIG¯NkoQn¶¯]IGQEQ^<\¯PIkDl
�IkO<^<¯Æ¯P`klIl¶¯koOl¶¯^onl¶¯GkQIG¯NkoQn¶¯E`hhIk

<OPG<G¯Æ¯G<nIl¶¯^onl¶¯GwIl¶¯\<hQl¯\<zo\Q

<]<lEol¯Æ¯<\]`^Gl¶¯hokh\I¯GwI¶¯GkQIG¯NkoQn¶¯lu`kGl¶¯O\<ll¶¯E\`nP¯O``Gl
.`]I¯Æ¯O`\G¯E`Q^l¶¯O\<ll¯<^G¯O\<zIl¶¯Ok<hItQ^Il¶¯<\N<\N<

I\PQ¯Æ¯E`nn`^¶¯PIkD<\¯]IGQEQ^I¶¯hkIEQ`ol¯ln`^Il¶¯Y<GI
�k`]¯“Trade in the Silk Road Cities”¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

Additional resources:

�P<^OÕ<^Â8QÕ<^¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

�P<^OÕ<^·¯/Ek`\\¯G`u^¯n`¯Ú0PI¯0<^O¯�<hQn<\Ú¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯Ê�Gt<^n`okË

/Q\[¯.`<G·¯
I{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

 IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯�okkI^EQIl¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

�<\\Ikw¯�oQGI·¯�ovokw¯�knl¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯�]hQkIl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Dunhuang Merchant—Hong Bian (“Hōhng Bee-yan")

Hong Bian lives in the Silk Road crossroads of Dunhuang. This is a city known for its caves, monasteries,
and scribes who translate and copy sacred texts. But it also features a lively Night Market, where
traders from cities near and far cross paths and sell their goods. This is where Hong Bian feels most at
home, and where he spends the evening hours.

Note: Use the links below to learn the details about Dunhuang and the goods from east and
west that were sold there. Which products will Hong Bian buy and sell, and what forms of
money will he use? What is it like to be a Dunhuang merchant in a city of Tibetans, Uyghur
Turks, Sogdians, and many other traders? Outside of the markets, what else is there to do in
Dunhuang? Use these questions to develop your character.

Goods from different places

Chang'an (modern-day Xi'an) - silk, chrysanthemums, rhubarb, paper, lacquer, gunpowder, mirrors,
bamboo
Turfan (Turpan) - grapes, raisins, wine, cotton, dye for porcelain, alum, Glauber's salt
Kashgar - pack animals, tea, dried fruit, medicinal herbs
Fergana - horses, rugs, nuts, dried fruit, copper
Baghdad - dates, nuts, dyes, lapis lazuli
Damascus - almonds, purple dye, dried fruit, swords, glass, cloth goods
Rome - gold coins, glass and glazes, grapevines, alfalfa
Delhi - cotton, herbal medicine, precious stones, jade
From “Trade in the Silk Road Cities” (Asia Society)

Additional resources:


o^Po<^O°Ê1!�/�#Ë


o^Po<^O·¯/II¯<\l`¯Ú
k`ulI¯Dw¯]<nIkQ<\Ú¯ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË

0PI¯/n`kw¯`N¯
o^Po<^O¶¯�<^lo¯ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË

/Q\[¯.`<G·¯
I{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

 IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯�okkI^EQIl¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

�<\\Ikw¯�oQGI·¯�ovokw¯�knl¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯�]hQkIl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<

+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Turfan Merchant—Aygul (“AAY-gol”)

Aygul lives in the northern Silk Route city of Turfan, an oasis fed by water channels that support
agriculture in the hot land of the Tarim Basin. While her family grows fruits and vegetables in the
baking sun, she sells them at the market. She tempts thirsty caravan traders to her shop with free
slices of melon. While many of the merchants in neighboring shops are men, Aygul is quick with
numbers and enjoys trading her family’s produce and other goods. So she has long worked as a trader.
She enjoys the bustle of the market and the traveling performers.

Note: Use the links below to learn the details about Turfan and the goods from east and west
that were sold there. Which products will Aygul buy and sell, and what forms of money will she
use? What is it like to be a Turfan merchant? Outside of the markets, what else is there to do in
Turfan? Use these questions to develop your character.

Goods from different places

Chang'an (modern-day Xi'an) - silk, chrysanthemums, rhubarb, paper, lacquer, gunpowder, mirrors,
bamboo
Turfan (Turpan) - grapes, raisins, wine, cotton, dye for porcelain, alum, Glauber's salt
Kashgar - pack animals, tea, dried fruit, medicinal herbs
Fergana - horses, rugs, nuts, dried fruit, copper
Baghdad - dates, nuts, dyes, lapis lazuli
Damascus - almonds, purple dye, dried fruit, swords, glass cloth goods
Rome - gold coins, glass and glazes, grapevines, alfalfa
Delhi - cotton, herbal medicine, precious stones, jade
From “Trade in the Silk Road Cities” (Asia Society)

Additional resources:

0okN<^¯Êl`]InQ]Il¯ukQnnI^¯0okh<^Ë·¯�\l`¯E\QE[¯`^¯\Q^[l¯n`¯Ú�Q^G¯.IEQhIlÚ¯<^G¯Ú <k[In¯+\<EIÚ¯Ê�]IkQE<^
 olIo]¯`N¯!<nok<\¯�Qln`kwË

0okN<^¯ÊBritannicaË

7<nIkÂ�kkQO<nQ`^¯Ê�<kIzÂ-<^<nl¯`N¯0okh<^Ë¯Ê7<nIk�Qln`kwµ`kOË

/Q\[¯.`<G·¯
I{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

 IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯�okkI^EQIl¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

�<\\Ikw¯�oQGI·¯�ovokw¯�knl¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯�]hQkIl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Samarkand Merchant—Wiyusi (“We-yoo-see”)

Wiyusi lives in Samarkand, the Sogdian oasis city of Smarthistory, a Central Asian city long famous for
its merchants. Buying and selling goods at the market is something Wiyusi has done since she was
young. Back then, she tagged along with her father. He was a long-distance trader who brought home
exotic goods from across the high Pamir and Hindu Kush mountains. Growing up around traders, she
learned words from many languages and came to recognize quality products. While she rarely trades
in other cities, she likes to have the world come to her. She enjoys seeing other merchants marvel at
the glassmaking, metalwork, and papermaking technologies for which Samarkand is known.

Note: Use the links below to learn the details about Samarkand and the goods from east and
west that were sold there. Which products will Wiyusi buy and sell, and what forms of money
will she use? What is it like to be a Samarkand merchant? Outside of the markets, what else is
there to do in Samarkand? Use these questions to develop your character.

Goods from different places

Chang'an (modern-day Xi'an) - silk, chrysanthemums, rhubarb, paper, lacquer, gunpowder, mirrors,
bamboo
Turfan (Turpan) - grapes, raisins, wine, cotton, dye for porcelain, alum, Glauber's salt
Kashgar - pack animals, tea, dried fruit, medicinal herbs
Fergana - horses, rugs, nuts, dried fruit, copper
Baghdad - dates, nuts, dyes, lapis lazuli
Damascus - almonds, purple dye, dried fruit, swords, glass cloth goods
Rome - gold coins, glass and glazes, grapevines, alfalfa
Delhi - cotton, herbal medicine, precious stones, jade
From “Trade in the Silk Road Cities” (Asia Society)

Additional resources:

/<]<k[<^G·¯�\l`¯E\QE[¯`^¯\Q^[l¯n`¯Ú+<hIkÚ¯<^G¯Ú�<]I\lÚ¯Ê�]IkQE<^¯ olIo]¯`N¯!<nok<\¯�Qln`kwË

/<]<k[<^G·¯0k<GI¶¯0k<tI\¯<^G¯�<QnP¯ÊInternational Dunhuang ProgrammeË

/<]<k[<^G¯Ê1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯7<lPQ^On`^Ë

/Q\[¯.`<G·¯
I{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯�``Gl¯0k<GIG¯ÊWorld History EncyclopediaË

 IkEP<^nl¯<^G¯�okkI^EQIl¯Ê�lQ<¯/`EQInwË

�<\\Ikw¯�oQGI·¯�ovokw¯�knl¯`N¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯�]hQkIl¯Ê/]QnPl`^Q<^¶¯!<nQ`^<\¯ olIo]¯`N¯�lQ<^¯�knË

Text source: �G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]·¯Life along the Silk Road¯Dw¯/ol<^¯7PQn{I\Gµ¯1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯�<\QN`k^Q<
+kIll¶¯/IE`^G¯�GQnQ`^¶¯����µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Character Development Sheet (Sentence Frames)

+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I
^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

What is your character’s name,
and where are they from?

My character’s name is _________________________,
and they are from _________________________.

Describe your character. What is
your character like?

My character thinks _________________ because
_________________.

They feel _____________________ because
_________________________.

My character does ____________________ because
________________.

They talk about ________________ because
_______________________.

My character likes to ____________ because
______________________.

What is your character doing on
the Silk Routes (why are they
there)?

My character is traveling to
_____________________________________.

They are going there to _______________ because
________________.

What kinds of opportunities and
challenges might your character
face?

On the trip, my character experienced
__________________________.

This caused my character to
____________________________________.

Some of the challenges or opportunities my
character faces are
__________________________________________________________.
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+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I
^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

What moves with your character
on the Silk Routes (what does
your character help to spread)?

My character brought __________________ to
_____________________.

They helped to spread _____________________ along
the Silk Routes.

Why are the goods or ideas your
character spreads valuable or
important?

My character’s _______________________________ is
important to
____________________________ because
_________________________.

+k`{\I¯kItQIu·¯.I<G¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯EP<k<EnIk¯hk`{\I¶¯<^G¯olI¯nPQl¯lIEnQ`^¯n`¯n<[I

^`nIl¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

�P<k<EnIk¯kIlI<kEP·¯1lI¯<n¯\I<ln¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯n`¯kIlI<kEP¯w`ok¯EP<k<EnIkµ

Source title and description The source used was
_________________________________________.

It was about
_________________________________________________.

What did this source help you
learn about your character?

This source helped me to learn
_________________________________.

This is important because
______________________________________.

Source title and description The source used was
___________________________________________.

It was about
____________________________________________________.

What did this source help you
learn about your character?
How was it helpful?

This source helped me to learn
_________________________________.

This is important because
______________________________________.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Character Interview Preparation (Sentence Frames)

Directions: To act in character during the simulation, prepare responses to questions that will

be asked using guidance below.

Prepare Talking Points

Use what you know about your character’s personality, and create responses from the

character’s point of view.

Key points to remember when writing an introduction conversation script:

Start with a friendly greeting.

Introduce yourself.

Use the interview questions to create your talking points.

Wrap up the conversation with a closing statement.

Conversation Stages Response/Talking Points

Greeting and
introduction

"Hello" or "Hi" or "Good morning."

"I'm ______________________________________ (character’s
name).”

“I am a __________________ (character’s role) in/from
_________________ (where the character is from).

"I'm really into ________________________________________
(hobby)."
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Interview Questions

What is your job/role? I am a _____________________________ that
________________________________.

Why have you come to
this town? Why are
you traveling? What is
your destination?

I came here from ___________________, and I am heading to
____________________.

I came here to _______________________ because
_______________________________.

What did you bring
with you, and where
does it come from?

I brought _____________________________ from
_________________________________.

Why do you think your
products/skills/ideas
are valuable or
needed?

My ____________________ is important to _____________________
because

______________________.

Write a question for
this character.

How would your
character answer the
question?

Closing statement It was nice talking to you.
It was a pleasure speaking with you.
It was nice to meet you.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Simulation Interview Sheet

DIRECTIONS: Write information about the characters you meet at each oasis town below.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.
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Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.
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Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.

Character’s Name:

Oasis (circle) Chang’an Dunhuang Turfan Samarkand

1. What is your job/role?

2. Why have you come to this town? Why are you traveling? What is your destination?

3. What did you bring with you, and where does it come from?

4. Why do you think your products/skills/ideas are valuable or needed?

5. Write your own question (and response) for this character.
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Cluster 3: The Silk Road Legacy
Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Launch

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Know Wonder
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Religions in Tang Chan’an Map

Map of Chang'an City in Tang Dynasty. Image by SY via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

�`u¯]<^w¯kI\QOQ`^l¯G`¯w`o¯lII¯kIhkIlI^nIG¯`^¯nPQl¯]<h¼

7PIkI¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¯<¯kINIkI^EI¯n`¯kI\QOQ`^¼

7P<n¯E<^¯nPQl¯]<h¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯�PQ^<Õl¯n`\Ik<^EI¯`k¯kIYIEnQ`^¯`N¯
oGGPQl]¯<^G¯`nPIk¯N`kIQO^
kI\QOQ`^l¼
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Are any faiths that we studied missing? If so, why do you think this is?

From what you have learned so far, how religiously tolerant was China during the time of the
Silk Routes?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 12–14

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 
I{^QnQ`^ /w]D`\Â�]<OI
(Draw a symbol that represents the

word or phrase)

imperial
having to do with an empire, emperor, or
empress.

persecution
when someone or a group is treated
unfairly or cruelly because of their beliefs,
race, or political views

ethnic minority
group

a group of people sharing a common
and distinctive culture, religion, and/or
language who are not in the cultural
majority

separatism a policy or wish to leave an existing state
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Vocabulary Support for Lessons 12-14 (Graphic Organizer)

Directions: 1lI¯nPQl¯t`E<Do\<kw¯lPIIn¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯o^GIkln<^G¯^Iu¯u`kGl¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ¯7PI^
w`o¯E`]I¯n`¯<¯^Iu¯u`kG¯GokQ^O¯<¯\Ill`^¶¯nk<^l\<nI¯Qn¯n`¯w`ok¯{kln¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯nPI^¯Gk<u¯<
hQEnokI¯n`¯kIhkIlI^n¯nPI¯u`kGµ

7`kGÂ+Pk<lI 0k<^l\<nQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^ +QEnokI
(Draw a symbol that

represents the word or

phrase)

persecution

7PI^¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯<¯Ok`oh¯Ql
nkI<nIG¯o^N<Qk\w¯`k¯EkoI\\w
DIE<olI¯`N¯nPIQk¯DI\QINl¶¯k<EI¶
`k¯h`\QnQE<\¯tQIulµ

imperial
�<tQ^O¯n`¯G`¯uQnP¯<^¯I]hQkI¶
I]hIk`k¶¯`k¯I]hkIllµ

ethnic minority
group

�¯Ok`oh¯`N¯hI`h\I¯lP<kQ^O¯<
E`]]`^¯<^G¯GQlnQ^EnQtI
Eo\nokI¶¯kI\QOQ`^¶¯<^GẦ k
\<^Oo<OI¯uP`¯<kI¯^`n¯Q^¯nPI
Eo\nok<\¯]<Y`kQnwµ

separatism
�¯h`\QEw¯`k¯uQlP¯n`¯\I<tI¯<^
IvQlnQ^O¯ln<nIµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Edict of the Eighth Month

Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month

Buddhism was fundamental to life in Tang China, but emperors had different feelings about
it. It was a wealthy institution that did not pay taxes. Emperor Wuzong was a devout, even
fanatical, Daoist. After persecuting foreign religions for several years, in 845 CE, he issued this
ruling.

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

Religious threats: Buddhism replacing Chinese Daoism and/or Confucianism

Economic threats: Buddhists accumulating wealth needed by the Tang government

Social threats: Buddhism disrupting the Chinese way of life (customs and culture)

Emperor Wuzong’s actions toward Buddhism or Buddhist institutions

Group One Selection:

“We have heard that up through the Three Dynasties, the Buddha was never spoken of. It was
only from the Han and Wei dynasties on that the religion of image-worship gradually came to
importance. So in our age, it has spread its strange ways, infecting us with  every opportunity.
It has been spreading like a vine until it has poisoned the customs of our nation. Gradually,
and before anyone was aware, it misled and confused men’s minds so that many people have
been increasingly led astray.”

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University
Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(1) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 CE Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic, and/or
social threats or Wuzong’s response:

Main idea of the passage:
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Outcome of the edict: Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and
Zoroastrianism were persecuted. Their centers of worship were closed, and the government
took their property. Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the religion survived.
The other religions were largely wiped out in China and never recovered. Emperor Xuanzong
took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write a claim, and support it with evidence (quote or
paraphrase as appropriate).

Claim:
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Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month


oGGPQl]¯u<l¯No^G<]I^n<\¯n`¯\QNI¯Q^¯0<^O¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯I]hIk`kl¯P<G¯GQNNIkI^n¯NII\Q^Ol¯<D`on
Qnµ¯�n¯u<l¯<¯uI<\nPw¯Q^lnQnonQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG¯^`n¯h<w¯n<vIlµ¯�]hIk`k¯7oz`^O¯u<l¯<¯GIt`on¶¯ItI^
N<^<nQE<\¶¯
<`Qlnµ¯�NnIk¯hIklIEonQ^O¯N`kIQO^¯kI\QOQ`^l¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯wI<kl¶¯Q^¯���¯��¶¯PI¯QlloIG¯nPQl
ko\Q^Oµ

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

.I\QOQ`ol¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯kIh\<EQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯
<`Ql]¯<^GẦ k¯�`^NoEQ<^Ql]

�E`^`]QE¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQlnl¯<EEo]o\<nQ^O¯uI<\nP¯^IIGIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n

/`EQ<\¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯GQlkohnQ^O¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯ÊEoln`]l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIË

�]hIk`k¯7oz`^OÕl¯<EnQ`^l¯n`u<kG¯
oGGPQl]¯`k¯
oGGPQln¯Q^lnQnonQ`^l

Group Two Selection:

Ò
oGGPQl]¯P<l¯lhkI<G¯n`¯nPI¯PQ\\l¯<^G¯h\<Q^l¯`N¯<\\¯nPI¯�¯hk`tQ^EIl¯<^G¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯u<\\l¯<^G
n`uIkl¯`N¯`ok¯nu`¯E<hQn<\lµ¯�<EP¯G<w¯{^Gl¯Qnl¯]`^[l¯<^G¯N`\\`uIkl¯Ok`uQ^O¯]`kI¯^o]Ik`ol
<^G¯Qnl¯nI]h\Il¯]`kI¯n<\\µ¯�n¯uI<kl¯`on¯nPI¯lnkI^OnP¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uQnP¯E`^lnkoEnQ`^l¯`N¯I<knP
<^G¯u``Gµ¯�n¯lnI<\l¯nPIQk¯uI<\nP¯N`k¯`k^<]I^nl¯`N¯O`\G¯<^G¯hkIEQ`ol¯`DYIEnlµ¯�n¯E<olIl¯]I^¯n`
<D<^G`^¯nPIQk¯\`kGl¯<^G¯h<kI^nl¯N`k¯nPIQk¯nI<EPIkl¯<^G¯lIh<k<nIl¯PolD<^G¯<^G¯uQNI¯uQnP¯Qnl
]`^<lnQE¯`kGIklµ¯�^¯GIlnk`wQ^O¯\<u¯<^G¯Q^YokQ^O¯]<^[Q^G¶¯^`nPQ^O¯E<^¯`onlPQ^I¯nPQl
G`EnkQ^IºÓ

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University

Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(2) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 CE Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic, and/or
social threats or Wuzong’s response:

Main idea of the passage:
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Outcome of the edict: Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and
Zoroastrianism were persecuted. Their centers of worship were closed, and the government
took their property. Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the religion survived.
The other religions were largely wiped out in China and never recovered. Emperor Xuanzong
took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write a claim, and support it with evidence (quote or
paraphrase as appropriate).

Claim:

Lesson 12: Cluster 3 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month


oGGPQl]¯u<l¯No^G<]I^n<\¯n`¯\QNI¯Q^¯0<^O¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯I]hIk`kl¯P<G¯GQNNIkI^n¯NII\Q^Ol¯<D`on
Qnµ¯�n¯u<l¯<¯uI<\nPw¯Q^lnQnonQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG¯^`n¯h<w¯n<vIlµ¯�]hIk`k¯7oz`^O¯u<l¯<¯GIt`on¶¯ItI^
N<^<nQE<\¶¯
<`Qlnµ¯�NnIk¯hIklIEonQ^O¯N`kIQO^¯kI\QOQ`^l¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯wI<kl¶¯Q^¯���¯��¶¯PI¯QlloIG¯nPQl
ko\Q^Oµ

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

.I\QOQ`ol¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯kIh\<EQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯
<`Ql]¯<^GẦ k¯�`^NoEQ<^Ql]

�E`^`]QE¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQlnl¯<EEo]o\<nQ^O¯uI<\nP¯^IIGIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n

/`EQ<\¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯GQlkohnQ^O¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯ÊEoln`]l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIË

�]hIk`k¯7oz`^OÕl¯<EnQ`^l¯n`u<kG¯
oGGPQl]¯`k¯
oGGPQln¯Q^lnQnonQ`^l

Group Three Selection:

Ò!`u¯QN¯ItI^¯`^I¯]<^¯N<Q\l¯n`¯u`k[¯nPI¯{I\Gl¶¯l`]I`^I¯]oln¯O`¯Po^Okwµ¯�N¯`^I¯u`]<^¯G`Il
^`n¯nI^G¯PIk¯lQ\[u`k]l¶¯l`]I`^I¯uQ\\¯DI¯E`\Gµ¯�n¯hkIlI^n¯nPIkI¯<kI¯<^¯I^`k]`ol¯^o]DIk¯`N

oGGPQln¯]`^[l¯<^G¯^o^l¯Q^¯nPI¯I]hQkI¶¯I<EP¯`N¯nPI]¯u<QnQ^O¯N`k¯nPI¯N<k]Ikl¯n`¯NIIG¯PQ]
<^G¯nPI¯lQ\[u`k]l¯n`¯E\`nPI¯PQ]µ¯ I<^uPQ\I¯nPI¯hoD\QE¯nI]h\Il¯<^G¯hkQt<nI¯EP<hI\l¯P<tI
kI<EPIG¯D`o^G\Ill¯^o]DIklµ¯�\\¯P<tI¯°l`<kQ^O¯n`uIkl¯<^G¯I\IO<^n¯`k^<]I^n<nQ`^¯nP<n
`onlPQ^I¯nPI¯Q]hIkQ<\¯h<\<EI¯QnlI\NµÓ

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University

Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(3) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 CE Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic, and/or
social threats or Wuzong’s response:

Main idea of the passage:
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Outcome of the edict: Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and
Zoroastrianism were persecuted. Their centers of worship were closed and their property
taken by the government. Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the religion
survived. The other religions were largely wiped out in China, never to recover. Emperor
Xuanzong took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write a claim, and support it with evidence (quote or
paraphrase as appropriate).

Claim:
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Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month


oGGPQl]¯u<l¯No^G<]I^n<\¯n`¯\QNI¯Q^¯0<^O¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯I]hIk`kl¯P<G¯GQNNIkI^n¯NII\Q^Ol¯<D`on
Qnµ¯�n¯u<l¯<¯uI<\nPw¯Q^lnQnonQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG¯^`n¯h<w¯n<vIlµ¯�]hIk`k¯7oz`^O¯u<l¯<¯GIt`on¶¯ItI^
N<^<nQE<\¶¯
<`Qlnµ¯�NnIk¯hIklIEonQ^O¯N`kIQO^¯kI\QOQ`^l¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯wI<kl¶¯Q^¯���¯��¯PI¯QlloIG¯nPQl
ko\Q^Oµ

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

.I\QOQ`ol¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯kIh\<EQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯
<`Ql]¯<^GẦ k¯�`^NoEQ<^Ql]

�E`^`]QE¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQlnl¯<EEo]o\<nQ^O¯uI<\nP¯^IIGIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n

/`EQ<\¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯GQlkohnQ^O¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯ÊEoln`]l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIË

�]hIk`k¯7oz`^OÕl¯<EnQ`^l¯n`u<kG¯
oGGPQl]¯`k¯
oGGPQln¯Q^lnQnonQ`^l

Group Four Selection:

Ò7I¯P<tI¯nP`k`oOP\w¯Iv<]Q^IG¯<\\¯I<k\QIk¯kIh`knl¯<^G¯E`^lo\nIG¯hoD\QE¯`hQ^Q`^¯`^¯<\\¯lQGIlµ
7I¯^`¯\`^OIk¯P<tI¯nPI¯l\QOPnIln¯G`oDn¯Q^¯#ok¯]Q^Gl¯nP<n¯nPQl¯ItQ\¯Î
oGGPQl]Ï¯lP`o\G¯DI
GIlnk`wIGµ¯�`w<\¯]Q^QlnIkl¯`N¯nPI¯E`okn¯<^G¯hk`tQ^EIl¯P<tI¯\I^n¯nPIQk¯<QG¯n`¯PI\h¯1lµ¯0PIw¯P<tI
loD]QnnIG¯QGI<l¯nP<n¯7I¯P<tI¯N`o^G¯u`knPw¯`N¯DIQ^O¯hon¯Q^n`¯INNIEnµ¯7I¯<kI¯hkIlI^nIG¯uQnP
<^¯`hh`kno^Qnw¯n`¯hon¯<^¯I^G¯n`¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯`N¯<OIÆ`\G¯ItQ\¯<^G¯No\{\\¯nPI¯\<ul¯`N¯nPI¯<^EQI^n
[Q^Olµ¯�QtI^¯<^¯`hh`kno^Qnw¯n`¯<QG¯]<^[Q^G¯<^G¯DkQ^O¯hk`{n¯n`¯nPI¯hI`h\I¶¯P`u¯E`o\G¯7I
kINolI¯n`¯<En¼Ó

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University
Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(4) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 CE Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic, and/or
social threats or Wuzong’s response:

Main idea of the passage:
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Outcome of the edict: Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and
Zoroastrianism were persecuted. Their centers of worship were closed and their property
taken by the government. Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the religion
survived. The other religions were largely wiped out in China, never to recover. Emperor
Xuanzong took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write a claim, and support it with evidence (quote or
paraphrase as appropriate).

Claim:

Lesson 12: Cluster 3 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month

oGGPQl]¯u<l¯No^G<]I^n<\¯n`¯\QNI¯Q^¯0<^O¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯I]hIk`kl¯P<G¯GQNNIkI^n¯NII\Q^Ol¯<D`on
Qnµ¯�n¯u<l¯<¯uI<\nPw¯Q^lnQnonQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG¯^`n¯h<w¯n<vIlµ¯�]hIk`k¯7oz`^O¯u<l¯<¯GIt`on¶¯ItI^
N<^<nQE<\¶¯
<`Qlnµ¯�NnIk¯hIklIEonQ^O¯N`kIQO^¯kI\QOQ`^l¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯wI<kl¶¯Q^¯���¯��¯PI¯QlloIG¯nPQl
ko\Q^Oµ

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

.I\QOQ`ol¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯kIh\<EQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯
<`Ql]¯<^GẦ k¯�`^NoEQ<^Ql]

�E`^`]QE¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQlnl¯<EEo]o\<nQ^O¯uI<\nP¯^IIGIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n

/`EQ<\¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯GQlkohnQ^O¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯ÊEoln`]l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIË

�]hIk`k¯7oz`^OÕl¯<EnQ`^l¯n`u<kG¯
oGGPQl]¯`k¯
oGGPQln¯Q^lnQnonQ`^l

Group Five Selection:

Ò0PI¯
oGGPQln¯nI]h\Il¯`N¯nPI¯I]hQkI¯nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^¯GI]`\QlPIG¯^o]DIk¯]`kI¯nP<^¯�¶���µ
0uI^nwÆlQv¯nP`ol<^G¶¯{tI¯Po^GkIG¯]`^[l¯<^G¯^o^l¯P<tI¯DII^¯kInok^IG¯n`¯^`^kI\QOQ`ol¯\QNIµ
0PIw¯P<tI¯DII^¯I^k`\\IG¯n`¯h<w¯nPI¯0uQEI‑<‑9I<k¯0<vµ¯ `kI¯nP<^¯��¶���¯hkQt<nI\w¯Iln<D\QlPIG
nI]h\Il¯P<tI¯DII^¯GIlnk`wIGµ¯0PQl¯P<l¯kI\I<lIG¯��¯`k¯��¯]Q\\Q`^¯qing*°`N¯NIknQ\I¶¯n`h‑Ok<GI
\<^G¯<^G¯���¶���¯]<\I¯<^G¯NI]<\I¯lIkt<^nl¯uP`¯uQ\\¯DIE`]I¯loDYIEn¯n`¯nPI¯0uQEI‑<‑9I<k¯0<vµ
 `^[l¯<^G¯^o^l¯P<tI¯DII^¯h\<EIG¯o^GIk¯nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯nPI¯
QkIEn`k¯`N¯�\QI^l¯n`¯]<[I¯Qn
hIkNIEn\w¯E\I<k¯nP<n¯nPQl¯Ql¯<¯N`kIQO^¯kI\QOQ`^µÓ

*qing = sixteen acres

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University

Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(5) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 CE Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic, and/or
social threats or Wuzong’s response:

Main idea of the passage:

Lesson 12: Cluster 3 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

9

file:///var/deploy/dese-lcms/web_head/releases/20251003144634/tmp/.https://cup.columbia.edu/book/sources-of-chinese-tradition/9780231109390
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Outcome of the edict: Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and
Zoroastrianism were persecuted. Their centers of worship were closed and their property
taken by the government. Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the religion
survived. The other religions were largely wiped out in China, never to recover. Emperor
Xuanzong took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write a claim, and support it with evidence (quote or
paraphrase as appropriate).

Claim:

Lesson 12: Cluster 3 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month


oGGPQl]¯u<l¯No^G<]I^n<\¯n`¯\QNI¯Q^¯0<^O¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯I]hIk`kl¯P<G¯GQNNIkI^n¯NII\Q^Ol¯<D`on
Qnµ¯�n¯u<l¯<¯uI<\nPw¯Q^lnQnonQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG¯^`n¯h<w¯n<vIlµ¯�]hIk`k¯7oz`^O¯u<l¯<¯GIt`on¶¯ItI^
N<^<nQE<\¶¯
<`Qlnµ¯�NnIk¯hIklIEonQ^O¯N`kIQO^¯kI\QOQ`^l¯N`k¯lItIk<\¯wI<kl¶¯Q^¯���¯��¯PI¯QlloIG¯nPQl
ko\Q^Oµ

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

.I\QOQ`ol¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯kIh\<EQ^O¯�PQ^IlI¯
<`Ql]¯<^GẦ k¯�`^NoEQ<^Ql]

�E`^`]QE¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQlnl¯<EEo]o\<nQ^O¯uI<\nP¯^IIGIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<^O¯O`tIk^]I^n

/`EQ<\¯nPkI<nl·¯
oGGPQl]¯GQlkohnQ^O¯nPI¯�PQ^IlI¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯ÊEoln`]l¯<^G¯Eo\nokIË

�]hIk`k¯7oz`^OÕl¯<EnQ`^l¯n`u<kG¯
oGGPQl]¯`k¯
oGGPQln¯Q^lnQnonQ`^l

Group Six Selection:

Ò�Q^<\\w¶¯7I¯P<tI¯`kGIkIG¯]`kI¯nP<^¯�¶���¯]I^¯`N¯nPI¯!Iln`kQ<^¯<^G¯ <zGI<^¯kI\QOQ`^l¯n`
kInok^¯n`¯^`^kI\QOQ`ol¯\QNI¯<^G¯n`¯ln`h¯h`\\onQ^O¯nPI¯Eoln`]l¯`N¯�PQ^<µ¯�\<l¶¯7I¯lP`o\G¯P<tI
G`^I¯nPQl¯l``^Ikµ¯
oGGPQl]¯lP`o\G¯DI¯E`]h\InI\w¯<D`\QlPIGµ¯�\kI<Gw¯]`kI¯nP<^¯���¶���¯QG\I
<^G¯o^hk`GoEnQtI¯
oGGPQln¯N`\\`uIkl¯P<tI¯DII^¯IvhI\\IGµ¯�`o^n\Ill¯`N¯nPIQk¯lP`uw¶¯olI\Ill
DoQ\GQ^Ol¯P<tI¯DII^¯GIlnk`wIGµ¯�I^EIN`knP¯7I¯]<w¯OoQGI¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯lnQ\\^Ill¯<^G¯hokQnw
<^G¯EPIkQlP¯nPI¯
<`Qln¯hkQ^EQh\I¯`N¯G`Q^O¯^`nPQ^Oµ¯7I¯]<w¯`kGIk¯#ok¯O`tIk^]I^n¯uQnP
lQ]h\QEQnw¯<^G¯I<lI¯<^G¯<EPQItI¯<¯o^Q{E<nQ`^¯`N¯Eoln`]l¯l`¯nP<n¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯<\\¯kI<\]l¯uQ\\
{^G¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯Q^¯#ok¯]<YIlnQE¯ko\IµÓ

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University
Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(6) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 CE Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic, and/or
social threats or Wuzong’s response:

Main idea of the passage:
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Outcome of the edict: Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and
Zoroastrianism were persecuted. Their centers of worship were closed and their property
taken by the government. Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the religion
survived. The other religions were largely wiped out in China, never to recover. Emperor
Xuanzong took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write a claim, and support it with evidence (quote or
paraphrase as appropriate).

Claim:

Lesson 12: Cluster 3 Launch
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Edict of the Eighth Month (Sentence Stems)

Selection from Emperor Wuzong’s Edict of the Eighth Month

Buddhism was fundamental to life in Tang China, but emperors had different feelings about
it. It was a wealthy institution that did not pay taxes. Emperor Wuzong was a devout, even
fanatical, Daoist. After persecuting foreign religions for several years, in 845 CE, he issued this
ruling.

As you read your section, look for possible evidence of the following:

Religious Threats: Buddhism replacing Chinese Daoism and/or Confucianism

Economic Threats: Buddhists accumulating wealth needed by the Tang government

Social Threats: Buddhism disrupting the Chinese way of life—customs and culture

Emperor Wuzong’s actions toward Buddhism or Buddhist institutions

ML Group One Selection:

Quote Question Response

“We have heard that up

through the Three Dynasties,
the Buddha was never spoken

of.”

Did Buddhism exist
during the Three
Dynasties?

What words tell you this?

“It was only from the Han and
Wei dynasties on that the
religion of image-worship

(Buddhism) gradually came to
importance.”

When did Buddhism
spread in China?

During which two
dynasties?

“So, in our age, it has spread its

strange ways, infecting us with
every opportunity.

It has been spreading like a
vine until it has poisoned the

customs of our nation.”

Does the author have a
positive or negative view
of Buddhism?

How do these words
describe Buddhism?

Draw images, and add
translations of the vocab
to your student resource
in the margin.
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Quote Question Response

“Gradually, and before anyone

was aware, it misled and
confused men’s minds so that

many people have been
increasingly led astray.”

7P<n¯P<hhI^IG¯n`¯hI`h\I
uP`¯N`\\`uIG¯
oGGPQl]¶
<EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPQl¯<onP`k¼


QG¯Qn¯P<tI¯<¯h`lQnQtI¯`k
^IO<nQtI¯Q^|oI^EI¯`^
hI`h\I¼

Text source: Wm. Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, 2019 (Columbia University

Press, 2019). Language adapted for grade 7.

(1) Tang Emperor Wuzong’s 842–845 Persecution of Foreign Religions

Evidence of religious, economic,
and/or social threats or Wuzong’s
response:

The main idea of the passage:
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Outcome of the edict:

Followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Manichaeism, and Zoroastrianism were
persecuted.

Their centers of worship were closed.  The government also took their property.

Over 4,600 Buddhist temples were destroyed, but the people still practiced Buddhism.

The other religions were largely wiped out in China and never recovered.

Emperor Xuanzong took the throne in 846 CE and restored a policy of religious
tolerance.

Religious Tolerance Claim

What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of tolerance?

Use sources from the lesson to write and support a claim with evidence (quote or paraphrase

as appropriate).

Claim: #tIk¯nQ]I¶¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯\IO<Ew ____________________.
�EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯IGQEn¶ ____________________________.

0PQl¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI __________________________.

Evidence /I\IEnQ`^¯�¯`N¯nPI¯IGQEn¯l<wl _________________________.

0PI¯l`okEI¯<onP`k¯Q^GQE<nIl¯nP<n¯
oGGPQl]¯u<l¯<

^IO<nQtI¯nPQ^O¯<^G¯olIG¯nPI¯u`kGl ______, ______, ______,

<^G __________________ n`¯GIlEkQDI¯Qnl¯Q^|oI^EI¯`^¯hI`h\I.

Conclusion 0PQl¯u<l¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¯nPI¯IGQEn¯GIlEkQDIG _________.

0PQl¯u<l¯<¯nQ]I¯`N _________________ N`k __________________ .
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Uyghur Investigation Jigsaw

Jigsaw Investigation Question

What does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened to the legacy of
tolerance in an old Silk Road region (Xinjiang)?

Directions: Use this Graphic Organizer to capture your analysis of two sources of
evidence to answer your group’s question.

Observe

Expert Group Investigation Question:

Source 1 Title and Letter: Source 2 Title and Letter:

Type of source: Type of source:

What is this source about? What is it trying
to explain?

What is this source about? What is it trying
to explain?

What do you notice about the perspective
or purpose of the source?

What do you notice about the perspective or
purpose of the source?

How useful is this source for learning about
the Uyghur situation? Explain your answer.

How useful is this source for learning about
the Uyghur situation? Explain your answer.

Lesson 13: The Silk Road Legacy Today
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Read

What does the source tell us about the
Uyghur situation today?

What does the source tell us about the
Uyghur situation today?

Connect

Based on your sources, what does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened
to the legacy of tolerance in an old Silk Road region?  
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Home Group Summary Graphic Organizer

Expert topic question

Two most
useful

sources for
your topic

(A, B, C, D, E,
or F)

The most important/useful
information from the sources

Expert Topic #1:
Find out how the Chinese
government is treating
Uyghur people in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #2:
Find out how Uyghur people
are responding to their
treatment.

Expert Topic #3:
Find out how the Chinese
government is treating the
practice of Islam in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #4:
Find reasons behind the
Chinese government's actions
toward Uyghur people (stated
and/or hidden reasons).

Combining information from all experts on your team, please respond to this
question (two to three sentences):

What does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened to the
legacy of tolerance in an old Silk Road region?  

You can use space on the back of this paper for your answer or respond on a digital document.
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�EnQtQnw¯.I|IEnQ`^

Head

What information did you
learn from these sources?

What questions do you
still have?

Heart

What emotions does this
topic raise for you?

Do particular moments,
images, or stories stand
out to you? If so, why?

Conscience

What questions about
fairness, equity, or justice
does this event raise for

you?
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Uyghur Investigation: Expert Topic Assignment Cards

Expert Topic #1

Find out how the Chinese
government is treating Uyghur
people in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #2

Find out how Uyghur people are
responding to their treatment.

Expert Topic #3

Find out how the Chinese
government is treating the
practice of Islam in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #4

Find reasons behind Chinese
government actions toward
Uyghur people (stated reasons
and/or hidden reasons).

Expert Topic #1

Find out how the Chinese
government is treating Uyghur
people in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #2

Find out how Uyghur people are
responding to their treatment.

Expert Topic #3

Find out how the Chinese
government is treating the
practice of Islam in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #4

Find reasons behind Chinese
government actions toward
Uyghur people (stated reasons
and/or hidden reasons).
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Uyghur Investigation Jigsaw (Sentence Starters)

Jigsaw Investigation Question

What does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened to the legacy of
tolerance in an old Silk Road region (Xinjiang)?

Directions: Use this Graphic Organizer to capture your analysis of two sources of evidence to
answer your group’s question.

Observe

Expert Group Investigation Question:

Source 1 Title and Letter: Source 2 Title and Letter:

Type of source: Type of source:

What is this source about? What is it trying
to explain?

What is this source about? What is it trying
to explain?

What do you notice about the perspective
or purpose of the source?

What do you notice about the perspective
or purpose of the source?

How useful is this source for learning about
the Uyghur situation? Explain your answer.

How useful is this source for learning about
the Uyghur situation? Explain your answer.

Lesson 13: The Silk Road Legacy Today
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Read

What does the source tell us about the
Uyghur situation today?

What does the source tell us about the
Uyghur situation today?

Connect

Based on your sources, what does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened
to the legacy of tolerance in an old Silk Road region?

The Uyghur situation today involves ___. Source ___  shows that ___. Source ___ also shows
that ___. This shows that the religious tolerance on the Silk Routes ___.
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Home Group Summary Graphic Organizer

Expert topic question

Two most
useful

sources for
your topic

(A, B, C, D, E,
or F)

The most important/useful
information from the sources

Expert Topic #1:
Find out how the Chinese
government is treating
Uyghur people in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #2:
Find out how Uyghur people
are responding to their
treatment.

Expert Topic #3:
Find out how the Chinese
government is treating the
practice of Islam in Xinjiang.

Expert Topic #4:
Find reasons behind the
Chinese government's actions
toward Uyghur people (stated
and/or hidden reasons).

Combining information from all experts on your team, please respond to this question (two to
three sentences):

What does the Uyghur situation today reveal about what happened to the legacy of
tolerance in an old Silk Road region?  

You can use space on the back of this paper for your answer or respond on a digital document.
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�EnQtQnw¯.I|IEnQ`^

Head

What information did
you learn from these

sources?
The sources taught me about...
I found out that…

What questions do you
still have?

A question that remains for me
is...
I am curious to know more
about...

Heart

What emotions does this
topic raise for you?

This topic makes me feel...
I felt [emotion] when I read
about…

Do particular moments,
images, or stories stand

out to you? Why?
A moment that stands out to
me is...
The image of... is memorable
because...

Conscience

What questions about
fairness, equity, or justice
does this event raise for

you?

This event makes me question...
I wonder about the fairness of...
It raises questions about justice
for...
The event highlights concerns
about...
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

SDG 16 and Global Response

Investigating Sources–UN Development Goal 16
Observe

What do you see?

Is there a caption? What does it
tell you?

Who created this source?

Is this source helpful to our
investigation? Why or why not?

Read

What do the visual symbols
mean? How do they relate to
the goal?
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Connect

Explain the three targets in your
own words.
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Global Responses to the Uyghur Situation

Directions·¯.I<G¯nPI¯QnI]l¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<knµ¯0PIlI¯<kI¯nkoI¯Iv<]h\Il¯`N¯<EnQ`^l¯nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^¯n<[I^µ

Actions Taken by Nations Actions Taken by Groups Actions Taken by Individuals

0PI¯1^QnIG¯!<nQ`^l¯Po]<^¯kQOPnl¯EPQIN

<^G¯`nPIk¯1!¯`N{EQ<\l¯P<tI¯GI]<^GIG

<EEIll¯n`¯nPI¯8Q^YQ<^O¯Q^nIk^]I^n

E<]hl¯<^G¯nPI¯NkIIG`]¯n`¯lhI<[¯uQnP

GIn<Q^IIlµ

0PI¯1/¯h<llIG¯<¯\<u¯nP<n¯�]IkQE<^

DolQ^IllIl¯u`k[Q^O¯Q^¯8Q^YQ<^O¯]oln

Oo<k<^nII¯nPIQk¯<EnQtQnQIl¯G`¯^`n

E`^nkQDonI¯n`¯<^w¯Po]<^¯kQOPnl

tQ`\<nQ`^l¯Q^¯8Q^YQ<^Oµ

�o]<^¯kQOPnl¯Ok`ohl¯P<tI¯E<\\IG¯`^

^<nQ`^l¯n`¯OQtI¯l<NInw¯Ê<lw\o]Ë¯n`

1wOPokl¯uP`¯|II¯8Q^YQ<^Oµ

�^¯����¶¯<EnQtQlnl¯E<\\IG¯N`k¯<¯D`wE`nn¯`N

nPI¯7Q^nIk¯#\w]hQEl¯Q^¯
IQYQ^O¶¯�PQ^<µ
0PIw¯GI]<^GIG¯nP<n¯!
�¯E<^EI\¯h\<^l

n`¯Dk`<GE<ln¯nPI¯#\w]hQElµ

1wOPok¯Q^GQtQGo<\l¯Q^lQGI¯8Q^YQ<^O¯P<tI

l]oOO\IG¯`on¯tQGI`l¯<^G¯hP`n`Ok<hPl

`N¯�PQ^IlI¯]QlnkI<n]I^n¯<^G¯h<llIG

nPI]¯n`¯`onlQGI¯^Iulh<hIkl¯<^G

Po]<^¯kQOPnl¯Ok`ohlµ

1wOPok¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯P<tI¯|IG¯nPI

E`o^nkw¯nI\\¯nPIQk¯ln`kQIl¯`^¯uIDlQnIl

<^G¯l`EQ<\¯]IGQ<µ

Observe

7P<n¯G`Il¯nPQl¯EP<kn¯lP`u¼

7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPQl¯EP<kn¼
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Observe

Is this chart helpful to our

investigation? Why or why not?

Read

Describe the types of actions that have

been taken in response to the Uyghur

situation.

Connect

Which of these actions will have the

biggest effect in protecting Uyghur

safety and rights? Why?

What are some actions you and other

students can take to help?
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Comparison of Religious Tolerance

Directions: 7`k[¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯EP<kn¯Dw¯lo]]<kQzQ^O¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯I<EP¯n`hQE¯N`k¯D`nP¯hIkQ`Glµ¯
QlEoll

P`u¯kI\QOQ`ol¯n`\Ik<^EI¯P<l¯EP<^OIG¯`tIk¯nQ]I¶¯<^G¯<GG¯nP<n¯n`¯nPI¯\<ln¯E`\o]^µ¯1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯l`okEIl¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯E\olnIk¯n`

lohh`kn¯w`ok¯<^luIklµ

Aspect Silk Road Uyghur crisis How religious
tolerance has changed

over time

Religious Diversity
What religions were
commonly practiced along

the Silk Road?

How did different religious
groups interact with each
other?

What religions are practiced

by the Uyghurs today?

How is religious diversity
viewed in China today?

Freedom of Worship
How freely could people
practice their religion on the

Silk Road?

Were there any major
restrictions on religious
practices?

What restrictions do Uyghur

Muslims face today?
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Aspect Silk Road Uyghur crisis How religious
tolerance has changed

over time

Role of the Government
How did different Silk Road
empires treat religion?

Did rulers allow religious
freedom, or did they enforce

one dominant religion?

How does the Chinese
government view and
regulate religion today?

Religious Education
How did people learn about

religion along the Silk Road?

Were religious schools,
temples, or monasteries
important for spreading

beliefs?

What opportunities do
Uyghur Muslims have to
learn about their religion

today?

How has religious education

changed over time?
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Aspect Silk Road Uyghur crisis How religious
tolerance has changed

over time

Cultural Exchange
How did trade and travel

along the Silk Road
encourage religious
exchange?

Were religious ideas shared

through art, stories, or
traditions?

What is happening to
Uyghur religious and cultural

traditions today?

Are Uyghur people allowed
to express their religious
identity freely? Why or why

not?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task

Silk Road Legacy: Religious Tolerance One-Pager

You will create a one-pager that helps others understand the contrast between religious

tolerance along the Silk Road and the modern-day Uyghur crisis. This will allow you to

showcase key takeaways from your research and help raise awareness about this human

rights issue.

Directions:
Step 1: Gather Key Takeaways (5 min.)

Review your notes and the class discussion on religious tolerance along the Silk Road

and the modern-day Uyghur crisis.

Identify three to four major contrasts between these periods you want to highlight.

Explain which sources support the existence of the contrasts. What is the main point

you want to communicate?

Major Contrasts Between Silk Road and Modern-Day and Key Sources

Main Idea

Lesson 15: Formative Assessment
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Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Step 2: Plan Your One-Pager (10 min.)

IEQGI¯`^¯<¯\<w`on¯N`k¯w`ok¯`^IÆh<OIkµ¯�n¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI·

One-Pager Section Planning Notes

Title
7kQnI¯w`ok¯nQn\I¯QGI<µ

Summary
7kQnI¯<¯nu`¯n`¯nPkII

lI^nI^EI¯E`]h<kQl`^¯`N

kI\QOQ`ol¯n`\Ik<^EI¯`^¯nPI

/Q\[¯.`<G¯<^G¯n`G<wÕl

1wOPok¯EkQlQlµ

Key Facts and
Information

7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯]`ln
Q]h`kn<^n¯n<[I<u<wl¼

Quotations
�Q^G¯<¯jo`nI¯Nk`]¯w`ok

l`okEIl¯nP<n¯PQOP\QOPnl

nPI¯E`^nk<ln¯Q^¯kI\QOQ`ol

n`\Ik<^EIµ

Call to Action
7P<n¯lP`o\G¯hI`h\I

[^`u¯`k¯G`¯<NnIk

kI<GQ^O¼

Create Your One-Pager (20–25 min.)

7kQnI¯w`ok¯^<]I¯Q^¯nPI¯n`hÆ\INn¯E`k^Ik¯`N¯w`ok¯h<hIkµ


IlQO^¯<¯D`kGIk¯<k`o^G¯w`ok¯h<OI¯nP<n¯kI|IEnl¯nPI¯<knQN<Enl¯`k¯nPI]Il¯Nk`]¯�\olnIk¯�µ

1lI¯D`nP¯nIvn¯<^G¯tQlo<\l¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯w`ok¯QGI<lµ

 <[I¯Qn¯I^O<OQ^O¯<^G¯I<lw¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯<^G¯nI<EPIkl¯n`¯o^GIkln<^Gµ

1lI¯E`\`k¶¯D`\G¯N`^nl¶¯<^G¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h`Q^nlµ

 <[I¯lokI¯w`ok¯[Iw¯]Ill<OI¯ln<^Gl¯`onµ

�^lokI¯<\\¯u`k[¯Ql¯G`^I¯`^¯`^I¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯h<hIkµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task (Graphic Organizer)

Silk Road Legacy: Religious Tolerance One-Pager

You will create a one-pager that helps others understand the contrast between religious

tolerance along the Silk Road and the modern-day Uyghur crisis. This will allow you to

showcase key takeaways from your research and help raise awareness about this human

rights issue.

Directions:
Step 1: Gather Key Takeaways (5 min.)
Review your notes and the class discussion on religious tolerance along the Silk Road and the

modern-day Uyghur crisis.

Identify two major differences between these periods you want to highlight.

Pick two sources that help explain the differences.

What is the main point you want to communicate?

Major Contrasts Between Silk Road and Modern-Day and Key Sources

Religious Diversity: What religions were present then versus now?

Freedom of Worship: Were people free to practice their faith?

Role of the Government: How did the government affect religious freedom?

International Response: How did or do other countries react?

Other: Write your own.

Source 1

Imperial Edict

Uyghur Investigation Video or
Reading

Global Responses

Other:

Source 2

Imperial Edict

Uyghur Investigation Video or
Reading

Global Responses

Other:

Lesson 15: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes
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Main Idea

The Silk Road was a time of religious tolerance, but today, the Uyghur crisis threatens

religious freedom.

Religious freedom has changed over time, and history helps us understand today’s

challenges.

Other (Write your own message.):

Step 2: Plan Your One-Pager (10 min.)
Decide on a layout for your one-pager. It should include:

One-Pager Section Planning Notes Sketch or Idea

Title
What is the main idea?

Write your title idea here:

Summary
Write a two to three

sentence comparison

of religious tolerance

on the Silk Road and

today’s Uyghur crisis.

Draft your summary:

In the past, during the Silk Road era,
people practiced religious tolerance by...
However, today the Uyghur people in
China face...
This is important to understand because...

Key Facts and
Information

What are the most

important takeaways?

List two key facts from your sources:

One important fact is...
Another key detail is...
This shows that religious tolerance has
(changed/remained the same) because...

Quotations
Find a quote from your

sources that highlights
the contrast in

religious tolerance.

The quote I will use is…
This quote is important because it shows…
The source of this quote is...

Call to Action
What should people

know or do after

reading?

After reading my one-pager, I want people
to (learn, take action, think about, share)...
One way they can do this is by...

Lesson 15: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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Create Your One-Pager (20–25 min.)

7kQnI¯w`ok¯^<]I¯Q^¯nPI¯n`hÆ\INn¯E`k^Ik¯`N¯w`ok¯h<hIkµ


IlQO^¯<¯D`kGIk¯<k`o^G¯w`ok¯h<OI¯nP<n¯kI|IEnl¯nPI¯<knQN<Enl¯`k¯nPI]Il¯Nk`]¯�\olnIk¯�µ

1lI¯D`nP¯nIvn¯<^G¯tQlo<\l¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯w`ok¯QGI<lµ

 <[I¯Qn¯I^O<OQ^O¯<^G¯I<lw¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯<^G¯nI<EPIkl¯n`¯o^GIkln<^Gµ

1lI¯E`\`k¶¯D`\G¯N`^nl¶¯<^G¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h`Q^nlµ

 <[I¯lokI¯w`ok¯[Iw¯]Ill<OI¯ln<^Gl¯`onµ

�^lokI¯<\\¯u`k[¯Ql¯G`^I¯`^¯`^I¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯h<hIkµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Unit Synthesis

Directions:°7`k[¯Q^¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯n`¯kI|IEn¯`^¯w`ok¯\I<k^Q^O¯<Ek`ll¯`ok¯1^Qn¯�µ¯1lI¯w`ok

Q^joQkw¯EP<knl¶¯E\<ll¯^`nIl¶¯<^G¯EkQnQE<\¯nPQ^[Q^O¯n`¯Ivh\`kI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯<n¯I<EP¯ln<nQ`^µ¯
I

kI<Gw¯n`¯lP<kI¯n<[I<u<wl¯<l¯<¯E\<llµ

Cluster 1

�Qln¯`^I¯]<Y`k¯n<[I<u<w¯Nk`]¯nPQl¯E\olnIkµ

�GI^nQNw¯`^I¯<knQN<En¯nP<n¯u<l¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯E\olnIk¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPwµ

7P<n¯joIlnQ`^l¯G`¯w`o¯lnQ\\¯P<tI¼
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Cluster 2

List one major takeaway from this cluster.

Identify one artifact that was helpful to your understanding of the cluster and explain why.

What questions do you still have?
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Cluster 3

List one major takeaway from this cluster.

Identify one artifact that was helpful to your understanding of the cluster and explain why.

What questions do you still have?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Silk Road Content Assessment

Section 1: Geography

1lI¯nPI¯]<h°n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIl¯n`¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^lµ

Silk Road in the First Century. Image by Babbage via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

�µ 7Pw¯GQG¯E<k<t<^¯k`onIl¯`NnI^¯N`k]¯<¯EkIlEI^n¯lP<hI¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onP¯`N¯nPI
0<[\<]<[<^¯
IlIkn¼

<µ 0k<GIkl¯<t`QGIG¯�PQ^IlI¯nIkkQn`kQIl¯n`¯<t`QG¯n<v<nQ`^µ

Dµ  <Y`k¯kQtIkl¯|`uIG¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onP¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯GIlIknµ

Eµ �QnQIl¯<^G¯`<lQl¯n`u^l¯N`k]IG¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯GIlIkn¶¯`NNIkQ^O¯l<NInw¯<^G
kIl`okEIlµ

Gµ 0PI¯^`knPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯GIlIkn¯u<l¯Nk`zI^¯wI<kÆk`o^Gµ
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�µ 7P<n¯u<l¯<¯lQO^Q{E<^n¯kI<l`^¯N`k¯GItI\`hQ^O¯]o\nQh\I¯`tIk\<^G¯nk<GI¯k`onIl¯<Ek`ll
�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯<¯lQ^O\I¯h<nP¼

<µ  IkEP<^nl¯uIkI¯D<^^IG¯Nk`]¯nk<tI\Q^O¯Q^¯Ok`ohlµ

Dµ �`]hInQ^O¯I]hQkIl¯E`^nk`\\IG¯GQNNIkI^n¯k`onIl¶¯<^G¯nPI¯nIkk<Q^¯t<kQIGµ

Eµ  `ln¯nk<GIkl¯hkINIkkIG¯lI<¯k`onIl¯<^G¯k<kI\w¯olIG¯\<^G¯k`onIlµ

Gµ  `^l``^l¯]<GI¯`tIk\<^G¯k`onIl¯Q]h<ll<D\I¯Q^¯nPI¯lo]]Ik¯]`^nPlµ

�µ �EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯]<h¶¯uPQEP¯EQnw¯\Q[I\w¯lIktIG¯<l¯<¯[Iw¯nk<GI¯PoD¯<n¯nPI¯Ek`llk`<Gl¯`N
�<ln¯<^G¯7Iln¼

<µ /<]<k[<^G

Dµ 
o^Po<^O

Eµ 0okN<^

Gµ �P<^OÕ<^

�µ 7PQEP¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokI¯]<GI¯nPI¯]<kQnQ]I¯k`onIl¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯loEEIllNo\¯DInuII^
�<ln¯�NkQE<¯<^G¯/`onPI<ln¯�lQ<¼

<µ �`kIln¯k`onIl¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯E<k<t<^¯h<nPl¯Q^\<^G

Dµ  `^l``^¯uQ^G¯h<nnIk^l¯<^G¯hkIGQEn<D\I¯l<Q\Q^O¯E`^GQnQ`^l

Eµ �`\G¯�kEnQE¯u<nIkl¯nP<n¯PI\hIG¯hkIlIktI¯O``Gl¯GokQ^O¯lPQhhQ^O

Gµ 7QGI¯kQtIkl¯nP<n¯<\\`uIG¯D`<nl¯n`¯kI<EP¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<

Map Analysis Question:

�µ 
<lIG¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¶¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<NNIEnIG¯nPI¯GItI\`h]I^n¯`N¯/Q\[¯.`onI
nk<GQ^O¯EI^nIklµ¯9`ok¯<^luIk¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯<n¯\I<ln¯nu`¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl¯<^G¯P`u
nPIw¯Q^|oI^EIG¯nk<GIµ
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Section 2: Vocabulary

�QkE\I¯nPI¯E`kkIEn¯<^luIk¯N`k¯I<EP¯t`E<Do\<kw¯GI{^QnQ`^¯nP<n¯<EEok<nI\w¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^µ

�µ 7PQEP¯`N¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯DIln¯lP`ul¯P`u¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯uIkI¯<^¯I<k\w¯Iv<]h\I¯`N
globalization¼

<µ 0k<GIkl¯`^\w¯l`\G¯O``Gl¯uQnPQ^¯nPIQk¯\`E<\¯EQnwÆln<nIlµ

Dµ �]hQkIl¯E\`lIG¯nPIQk¯D`kGIkl¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯Eo\nok<\¯QGI^nQnwµ

Eµ �``Gl¶¯QGI<l¶¯<^G¯nIEP^`\`OQIl¯]`tIG¯DInuII^¯GQln<^n¯kIOQ`^l¯\Q[I¯�PQ^<¶
+IklQ<¶¯<^G¯.`]Iµ

Gµ �o\nok<\¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯ln<wIG¯nPI¯l<]I¯<^G¯^ItIk¯]QvIG¯<Ek`ll¯kIOQ`^lµ

�µ 7PQEP¯lQno<nQ`^¯DIln¯kI|IEnl¯tolerance GokQ^O¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯IvEP<^OIl¼

<µ �¯]IkEP<^n¯Ql¯Q]hkQl`^IG¯N`k¯lhI<[Q^O¯<¯N`kIQO^¯\<^Oo<OIµ

Dµ �¯ko\Ik¯<\\`ul¯hI`h\I¯`N¯]<^w¯kI\QOQ`^l¯n`¯\QtI¯<^G¯nk<GI¯hI<EINo\\w¯Q^¯PQl¯EQnwµ

Eµ �¯O`tIk^]I^n¯N`kEIl¯ItIkw`^I¯n`¯N`\\`u¯nPI¯l<]I¯N<QnPµ

Gµ �^¯<k]w¯GIlnk`wl¯nI]h\Il¯<\`^O¯<¯nk<GI¯k`onI¯n`¯GQlE`ok<OI¯`onlQGIklµ

�µ 7PQEP¯`N¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯DIln¯GIlEkQDIl cultural diffusion°`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¼

<µ #^I¯E`o^nkw¯N`kEQ^O¯Qnl¯Eo\nokI¯`^¯<^`nPIk¯nPk`oOP¯]Q\Qn<kw¯E`^joIln

Dµ !Iu¯Eo\nokIl¯N`k]¯uPI^¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^l¯<kI¯E`]h\InI\w¯Ql`\<nIG

Eµ 0k<GIkl¯DkQ^OQ^O¯nPIQk¯QGI<l¯<^G¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯Q^n`¯E`^n<En¯uQnP¯`nPIkl¯nPk`oOP
IvEP<^OI

Gµ +I`h\I¯<D<^G`^Q^O¯nPIQk¯`\G¯DI\QINl¯n`¯DIE`]I¯]IkEP<^nl

�µ 7P<n¯k`\I¯GQG¯<^¯oasis°h\<w¯Q^¯nPI¯loEEIll¯`N¯`tIk\<^G¯nk<GI¼

<µ �n¯u<l¯<¯]Q\Qn<kw¯EPIE[h`Q^n¯nP<n¯n<vIG¯nk<tI\Iklµ

Dµ �n¯u<l¯<¯kI\QOQ`ol¯nI]h\I¯N`k¯nk<tI\Ikl¯n`¯hk<wµ

Eµ �n¯hk`tQGIG¯<¯kIlnQ^O¯h\<EI¯uQnP¯u<nIk¶¯N``G¶¯<^G¯lPI\nIk¯Q^¯P<klP¯nIkk<Q^µ

Gµ �n¯u<l¯uPIkI¯nk<GIkl¯hQE[IG¯oh¯nPIQk¯]<kQnQ]I¯E<kO`µ

��µ 7PQEP¯EQnw¯u<l¯]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯<¯]<Y`k¯PoD¯<\`^O¯nPI¯Maritime Silk Routes¼

<µ /<]<k[<^G

Dµ �P<^OÕ<^

Eµ �o<^OzP`o

Gµ 
o^Po<^O
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Section 3: Paragraph Answer

�^luIk¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯nP<n¯P<l·
Claim:°<¯lhIEQ{E¯<^G¯<EEok<nI¯E\<Q]

Evidence:°nu`¯Ê�Ë¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯ÊNk`]¯nPI¯<knQN<En¯GIlEkQhnQ`^¯<^GẦ k¯w`ok
D<E[Ok`o^G¯[^`u\IGOI

Reasoning:°E\I<k¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯nPI¯E\<Q]

0PI¯l`okEIl¯DI\`u¯E<^°PI\h¯kI]Q^G¯w`o°`N¯l`]I¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<l¯<D`on¯nk<GI¯<^G¯nPI¯lhkI<G
`N¯
oGGPQl]¯Q^¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯w`o¯E<^¯<\l`¯olI¯`nPIk¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯w`o
kI]I]DIkµ
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Artifact Quote

Asian Buddhist Monks. Image source

unknown; from the book Chotscho by Albert

von Le Coq via Wikimedia Commons is in the

public domain.

0PI¯{OokI¯`^¯nPI¯kQOPn¯Ql¯<¯w`o^O¯
oGGPQln
]`^[¯h<Q^nIG¯Q^¯<¯lnIkI`nwhQE<\¯�<ln¯�lQ<^
lnw\Iµ¯�I¯ln<^Gl¯uQnP¯G`u^E<ln¯IwIl¶
GQkIEnIG¯Q^¯kItIkI^EI¯<l¯PI¯PI<kl¯nPI
nI<EPQ^Ol¯`N¯nPI¯{OokI¯`^¯nPI¯\INnµ¯0PI¯{OokI
`^¯nPI¯\INn¯Ql¯h<Q^nIG¯Q^¯<¯lnw\I¯nP<n¯Ql¯^`n
�<ln¯�lQ<^¯Q^¯EP<k<EnIkµ¯0PI¯nu`¯EQkE\Il¯`^
IQnPIk¯lQGI¯`N¯PQl¯EPQ^¯<kI¯kI]<k[<D\w
o^olo<\¯ÊhQIkEQ^Ol¼Ëµ¯�I¯NI<nokIl¯<¯lnk`^O\w
lIn¯^`lI¯<^G¯E\I<k¯D\oI¯IwIlµ¯�Ql¯l[Q^¯E`\`k¯Ql
G<k[Ikµ¯�Ql¯P<Qk¯<^G¯DI<kG¯E`\`k¯Ql¯kIGGQlP
Dk`u^¯uQnP¯Dk`u^¯lP<GIlµ¯�I¯ln<^Gl
\``[Q^O¯<n¯nPI¯w`o^OIk¯]`^[¶¯k<QlQ^O¯PQl
P<^G¯Q^¯<¯nI<EPQ^O¯OIlnokI¯<l¯PI¯lhI<[lµ

Òµµµw`o¯]oln¯kI]I]DIk¯nPQl¯Ql¯nPI¯�nP
EI^nokw¶¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯OIn¯uQnP¯nPQl
h<knQEo\<k¯lPQhukIE[¯Ql¹nPQl¯QGI<¯nP<n¹
O\`D<\Qz<nQ`^¯Ql¯<¯tIkw¶¯tIkw¯`\G¯E`^EIhn¯<^G
nPI¯lPIIk¯lE<\I¯`N¯nPI¯hk`GoEnQ`^¯nP<n¯u<l
Q^t`\tIG¯Q^¯ln`E[Q^O¯nPI¯lPQhµ¯°

9`o¯P<G¯h`kEI\<Q^¯nP<n¯u<l¯Gk<u^¯Nk`]
GQNNIkI^n¯[Q\^l¯Q^¯t<kQ`ol¯h<knl¯`N¯�PQ^<¶¯l`
nPIkI¯u<l¯<¯[Q^G¯`N
commissioning°Ê`kGIkQ^OË¯hk`EIllµ¯0PIkI
u<l¯GI{^QnI\w¯<¯E`]]IkEQ<\¯^Inu`k[¶¯`k
lwlnI]¶¯Q^¯uPQEP¯`DYIEnl¯uIkI
E`]]QllQ`^IG¯<^G¯E`\\IEnIG¯n`OInPIk¯Q^¯<
h`n¯<^G¯lI^nµ¯/`¶¯Qn¯l`kn¯`N¯h`knk<wIG¯tIkw
E\I<k\w¯nP<n¯�PQ^<¯u<l¯kI<\\w¯<¯N<En`kw¯`N¯nPI
u`k\G¯<n¯nP<n¯nQ]I¹nP<n¯u<l¯lohh\wQ^O¯<\\
nPIlI¯Q^EkIGQD\I¯O``Gl¯Q^¯loEP¯<]`o^nlµ

9`o¯P<G¯h`kEI\<Q^¯nP<n¯u<l¯]<GI¯hokI\w¯N`k
Ivh`kn¹<^G¯nPI^¯w`o¯P<G¯Q^EkIGQD\I¯O`\G
<^G¯lQ\tIk¹nP<n¯kI|IEnIG¹<¯[Q^G¯`N¯PwDkQG
Q^|oI^EI¯Q^¯nPI¯lnw\QlnQElµ¯#^I¯`N¯nPI¯\<kOIln
`DYIEnl¶¯kI<\\w¶¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]<lnIkhQIEIl¯`N
EIk<]QEl¯N`o^G¯`^¯nPQl¯ÊlPQhukIE[Ë¶¯Ql¯<
ewer Ê<¯\<kOI¯u<nIk¯YoOË¯uQnP¯<¯Gk<O`^¯PI<G
E`tIkµ¯°¯0PI¯GIlQO^¹`N¯nP<n¯hQIEI¯Ql¯]`GI\IG
<NnIk¯7Iln¯�lQ<^¯]In<\u<kI¶¯l`¯w`o¯lII
<\kI<Gw¯Q^¯nPI¹N`k]¯<^G¯nPI¯lnw\I¯<^G¯nPI
EP`QEI¯`N¯E`\`k¯<¯[Q^G¯`N¯]QvQ^O¹DInuII^
nPI¯n<lnI¯<^G¯<IlnPInQEl¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n¯Eo\nokIl¶
<^G¯Qn¯kI<\\w¯Yoln¯lhI<[l¯n`¯nPI¯Q^nI^lQnw¯`N
E`^n<En¯DInuII^¯7Iln¯�lQ<¯<^G¯�PQ^<µÓ

Ewer with

Dragon Head

Cover Image by

Marcin Konsek

via Wikimedia

Commons, CC

BY-SA 4.0.
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Text source: Tom Nagorski and Boon Hui Tan, "The Inside Story of a Ship That Broke Global Trade,” Bloomberg

Originals, September 21, 2021, YouTube video.

��µ �`u¯G`¯nPI¯<knQN<En¯<^G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯Q\\olnk<nI¯�PQ^<Ûl¯k`\I¯Q^¯nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI
<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¼¯°

Section 4: Applied Historical Inquiry

.I<G¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lEI^<kQ`¯<^G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯Dw¯8o<^z<^O¯<D`on¯nk<tI\Q^O¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Gµ
0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

Scenario·¯0`G<w¶¯]<Y`k¯<Qkh`knl¯\Q[I¯
oD<Q¶¯/Q^O<h`kI¶¯<^G¯�ln<^Do\¯E`^^IEn¯nk<tI\Ikl¯Nk`]¯<\\
`tIk¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ¯+I`h\I¯h<ll¯nPk`oOP¯nPIlI¯PoDl¯G<Q\w¶¯lhI<[Q^O¯]<^w¯\<^Oo<OIl¶¯hk<EnQEQ^O
GQNNIkI^n¯kI\QOQ`^l¶¯<^G¯IvEP<^OQ^O¯Eo\nok<\¯hk<EnQEIlÈItI^¯DkQI|wÈuPQ\I¯Q^¯nk<^lQnµ

Travel Journal of Xuanzang (645 CE)

Ò�^¯nPI¯GIlIknl¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¶¯nPIkI¯uIkI¯n`u^l¯uPIkI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯]<^w¯N<QnPl¯O<nPIkIGµ¯�¯l<u


oGGPQln¯]`^[l¶¯;`k`<lnkQ<^¯{kI¯nI]h\Il¶¯<^G¯�PkQlnQ<^¯nk<tI\Ikl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯7Ilnµ¯ <k[Inl
uIkI¯No\\¯`N¯lhQEIl¯<^G¯lQ\[lµ¯�\`^O¯nPI¯u<w¶¯�¯kIEIQtIG¯lPI\nIk¯Q^¯`<lQl¯n`u^l¶¯uPIkI¯hI`h\I
lh`[I¯]<^w¯\<^Oo<OIl¯<^G¯uI\E`]IG¯lnk<^OIkl¯uQnP¯u<k]nPµÓ

Text source: Rongxi, Li. 2006. The Great Tang Dynasty Record of the Western Regions. BDK America.
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��µ 
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯jo`nI¯<^G¯w`ok¯\I<k^Q^O¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯P`u¯Ql¯8o<^z<^OÛl¯GIlEkQhnQ`^¯`N
nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`¯]`GIk^¯O\`D<\¯nk<tI\¼

��µ 7Pw¯]QOPn¯kI\QOQ`ol¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯n`\Ik<^EI¯P<tI¯DII^¯Q]h`kn<^n¯N`k¯nk<GI¶¯D`nP¯nPI^
<^G¯^`u¼

��µ 7P<n¯k`\I¯GQG¯EQnQIl¯<^G¯kIln¯ln`hl¯Ê`<lQl¯n`u^l¯`k¯]`GIk^¯<Qkh`knlË¯h\<w¯Q^¯PI\hQ^O
nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI¯P<hhI^¼

Scoring Guidance

Section 1: Geography (11 points)

�¯h`Q^nl¯hIk¯E`kkIEn¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯]o\nQh\IÆEP`QEI¯joIlnQ`^l

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯]<h¯<^<\wlQl¯kIlh`^lI¯nP<n·

�`kkIEn\w¯QGI^nQ{Il¯nu`¯GQlnQ^En¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl

�vh\<Q^l¯P`u¯I<EP¯NI<nokI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯nk<GI

1nQ\QzIl¯E\I<k¯<^G¯<EEok<nI¯kI<l`^Q^O¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯nPI
GItI\`h]I^n¯`N¯nk<GI¯EI^nIkl¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIlµ

Section 2: Vocabulary  (10 points)

�¯h`Q^nl¯hIk¯E`kkIEn¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯]o\nQh\IÆEP`QEI¯joIlnQ`^l

Lesson 16: Unit Synthesis
Student Material

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

7

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Section 3: Paragraph Answer (10 points)

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯E\<Q]¯nP<n¯E\I<k\w¯<^G¯GQkIEn\w¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯uQnP¯<¯lhIEQ{E¶
<EEok<nI¯ln<nI]I^n¯<D`on¯�PQ^<Õl¯k`\I¯Q^¯nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯kIlh`^lI¯nP<n¯EQnIl¯nu`¯hQIEIl¯`N¯<EEok<nI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQN<En
GIlEkQhnQ`^¯`k¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÛl¯D<E[Ok`o^G¯[^`u\IGOI

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯kIlh`^lI¯nP<n¯No\\w¯<^G¯<EEok<nI\w¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI¯lohh`knl
nPI¯E\<Q]¶¯lP`uQ^O¯nPI¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯DInuII^¯�PQ^<Õl¯nk<GI¯O``Gl¶¯Eo\nok<\¯D\I^GQ^O¶
<^G¯Qnl¯k`\I¯Q^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯^Inu`k[l

Section 4: Applied Inquiry (9 points)

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯I<EP¯jo`nI¯<^<\wlQl¯nP<n¯]<[Il¯<¯E\I<k¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯DInuII^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G

<^G¯Qnl¯Q]h<En¯`^¯]`GIk^¯nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI

Total possible: 40 points
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Unit Synthesis Stations

Station 1: Goods and Ideas on the Move

Cluster Question: What were the most important goods and ideas that moved along the

Silk Routes?

Group Task:

Skim your Inquiry Chart and notes. What goods or ideas kept showing up?

Discuss three major goods traded and three important ideas or innovations that

spread.

Answer the questions on your handout.
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Station 2: The Traveler’s Experience

Cluster Question: What would a traveler or trader on the Silk Routes experience?

Group Task:


QlEoll¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O·

7P<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯ÊOI`Ok<hPQE<\¶¯h`\QnQE<\¶¯Eo\nok<\Ë¯]QOPn¯<¯nk<tI\Ik¯N<EI¼

7P<n¯DI^I{nl¯`k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯GQG¯nk<GIkl¯O<Q^¼

�^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯w`ok¯P<^G`onµ
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Station 3: Legacy

Cluster Question: What happened over time to the Silk Road legacy of religious tolerance?

Group Task:

Discuss the following:

What religions and cultures were shared along the Silk Routes?

How was tolerance important to Silk Road interactions?

How does the Uyghur crisis challenge or erase the Silk Road’s legacy of cultural

exchange and tolerance?

Answer the questions on your handout.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Silk Road Content Assessment (Sentence Frames)

Section 1: Geography

1lI¯nPI¯]<h°n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIl¯n`¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^lµ

Silk Road in the First Century. Image by Babbage via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

�µ 7Pw¯GQG¯E<k<t<^¯k`onIl¯`NnI^¯N`k]¯<¯EkIlEI^n¯lP<hI¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onP¯`N¯nPI
0<[\<]<[<^¯
IlIkn¼

<µ 0k<GIkl¯<t`QGIG¯�PQ^IlI¯nIkkQn`kQIl¯n`¯<t`QG¯n<v<nQ`^µ

Dµ  <Y`k¯kQtIkl¯|`uIG¯^`knP¯<^G¯l`onP¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯GIlIknµ

Eµ �QnQIl¯<^G¯`<lQl¯n`u^l¯N`k]IG¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯GIlIkn¶¯`NNIkQ^O¯l<NInw¯<^G
kIl`okEIlµ

Gµ 0PI¯^`knPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯GIlIkn¯u<l¯Nk`zI^¯wI<kÆk`o^Gµ

Lesson 16: Unit Synthesis
Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


�µ 7P<n¯u<l¯<¯lQO^Q{E<^n¯kI<l`^¯N`k¯GItI\`hQ^O¯]o\nQh\I¯`tIk\<^G¯nk<GI¯k`onIl¯<Ek`ll
�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯<¯lQ^O\I¯h<nP¼

<µ  IkEP<^nl¯uIkI¯D<^^IG¯Nk`]¯nk<tI\Q^O¯Q^¯Ok`ohlµ

Dµ �`]hInQ^O¯I]hQkIl¯E`^nk`\\IG¯GQNNIkI^n¯k`onIl¶¯<^G¯nPI¯nIkk<Q^¯t<kQIGµ

Eµ  `ln¯nk<GIkl¯hkINIkkIG¯lI<¯k`onIl¯<^G¯k<kI\w¯olIG¯\<^G¯k`onIlµ

Gµ  `^l``^l¯]<GI¯`tIk\<^G¯k`onIl¯Q]h<ll<D\I¯Q^¯nPI¯lo]]Ik¯]`^nPlµ

�µ �EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯]<h¶¯uPQEP¯EQnw¯\Q[I\w¯lIktIG¯<l¯<¯[Iw¯nk<GI¯PoD¯<n¯nPI¯Ek`llk`<Gl¯`N
�<ln¯<^G¯7Iln¼

<µ /<]<k[<^G

Dµ 
o^Po<^O

Eµ 0okN<^

Gµ �P<^OÕ<^

�µ 7PQEP¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokI¯]<GI¯nPI¯]<kQnQ]I¯k`onIl¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯loEEIllNo\¯DInuII^
�<ln¯�NkQE<¯<^G¯/`onPI<ln¯�lQ<¼

<µ �`kIln¯k`onIl¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯E<k<t<^¯h<nPl¯Q^\<^G

Dµ  `^l``^¯uQ^G¯h<nnIk^l¯<^G¯hkIGQEn<D\I¯l<Q\Q^O¯E`^GQnQ`^l

Eµ �`\G¯�kEnQE¯u<nIkl¯nP<n¯PI\hIG¯hkIlIktI¯O``Gl¯GokQ^O¯lPQhhQ^O

Gµ 7QGI¯kQtIkl¯nP<n¯<\\`uIG¯D`<nl¯n`¯kI<EP¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<

Map Analysis Question:

�µ 
<lIG¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¶¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<NNIEnIG¯nPI¯GItI\`h]I^n¯`N¯/Q\[¯.`onI
nk<GQ^O¯EI^nIklµ¯9`ok¯<^luIk¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯<n¯\I<ln¯nu`¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl¯<^G¯P`u
nPIw¯Q^|oI^EIG¯nk<GIµ

One geographic feature that affected where trading centers developed was ___. This feature

made trade easier because ___. Another important feature was ____, which helped traders by
___. These features led to the growth of trading cities like ___ because ___.
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Section 2: Vocabulary

�QkE\I¯nPI¯E`kkIEn¯<^luIk¯N`k¯I<EP¯t`E<Do\<kw¯GI{^QnQ`^¯nP<n¯<EEok<nI\w¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^µ

�µ 7PQEP¯`N¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯DIln¯lP`ul¯P`u¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯uIkI¯<^¯I<k\w¯Iv<]h\I¯`N
globalization¼

<µ 0k<GIkl¯`^\w¯l`\G¯O``Gl¯uQnPQ^¯nPIQk¯\`E<\¯EQnwÆln<nIlµ

Dµ �]hQkIl¯E\`lIG¯nPIQk¯D`kGIkl¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯Eo\nok<\¯QGI^nQnwµ

Eµ �``Gl¶¯QGI<l¶¯<^G¯nIEP^`\`OQIl¯]`tIG¯DInuII^¯GQln<^n¯kIOQ`^l¯\Q[I¯�PQ^<¶

+IklQ<¶¯<^G¯.`]Iµ

Gµ �o\nok<\¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯ln<wIG¯nPI¯l<]I¯<^G¯^ItIk¯]QvIG¯<Ek`ll¯kIOQ`^lµ

�µ 7PQEP¯lQno<nQ`^¯DIln¯kI|IEnl¯tolerance GokQ^O¯/Q\[¯.`onI¯IvEP<^OIl¼

<µ �¯]IkEP<^n¯Ql¯Q]hkQl`^IG¯N`k¯lhI<[Q^O¯<¯N`kIQO^¯\<^Oo<OIµ

Dµ �¯ko\Ik¯<\\`ul¯hI`h\I¯`N¯]<^w¯kI\QOQ`^l¯n`¯\QtI¯<^G¯nk<GI¯hI<EINo\\w¯Q^¯PQl¯EQnwµ

Eµ �¯O`tIk^]I^n¯N`kEIl¯ItIkw`^I¯n`¯N`\\`u¯nPI¯l<]I¯N<QnPµ

Gµ �^¯<k]w¯GIlnk`wl¯nI]h\Il¯<\`^O¯<¯nk<GI¯k`onI¯n`¯GQlE`ok<OI¯`onlQGIklµ

�µ 7PQEP¯`N¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯DIln¯GIlEkQDIl cultural diffusion°`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¼

<µ #^I¯E`o^nkw¯N`kEQ^O¯Qnl¯Eo\nokI¯`^¯<^`nPIk¯nPk`oOP¯]Q\Qn<kw¯E`^joIln

Dµ !Iu¯Eo\nokIl¯N`k]¯uPI^¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^l¯<kI¯E`]h\InI\w¯Ql`\<nIG

Eµ 0k<GIkl¯DkQ^OQ^O¯nPIQk¯QGI<l¯<^G¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯Q^n`¯E`^n<En¯uQnP¯`nPIkl¯nPk`oOP
IvEP<^OI

Gµ +I`h\I¯<D<^G`^Q^O¯nPIQk¯`\G¯DI\QINl¯n`¯DIE`]I¯]IkEP<^nl

�µ 7P<n¯k`\I¯GQG¯<^¯oasis°h\<w¯Q^¯nPI¯loEEIll¯`N¯`tIk\<^G¯nk<GI¼

<µ �n¯u<l¯<¯]Q\Qn<kw¯EPIE[h`Q^n¯nP<n¯n<vIG¯nk<tI\Iklµ

Dµ �n¯u<l¯<¯kI\QOQ`ol¯nI]h\I¯uPIkI¯nk<tI\Ikl¯E`o\G¯hk<wµ

Eµ �n¯hk`tQGIG¯<¯kIlnQ^O¯h\<EI¯uQnP¯u<nIk¶¯N``G¶¯<^G¯lPI\nIk¯Q^¯P<klP¯nIkk<Q^µ

Gµ �n¯u<l¯uPIkI¯nk<GIkl¯hQE[IG¯oh¯nPIQk¯]<kQnQ]I¯E<kO`µ

��µ 7PQEP¯EQnw¯u<l¯]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯<¯]<Y`k¯PoD¯<\`^O¯nPI¯Maritime Silk Routes¼

<µ /<]<k[<^G

Dµ �P<^OÕ<^

Eµ �o<^OzP`o

Gµ 
o^Po<^O
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Section 3: Paragraph Answer

Answer the following question in a paragraph that has:

Claim:°<¯lhIEQ{E¯<^G¯<EEok<nI¯E\<Q]

Evidence:°nu`¯Ê�Ë¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯ÊNk`]¯nPI¯<knQN<En¯GIlEkQhnQ`^¯<^GẦ k¯w`ok
D<E[Ok`o^G¯[^`u\IGOI

Reasoning:°E\I<k¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯nPI¯E\<Q]

0PI¯l`okEIl¯DI\`u¯E<^°PI\h¯kI]Q^G¯w`o°`N¯l`]I¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<l¯<D`on¯nk<GI¯<^G¯nPI¯lhkI<G
`N¯
oGGPQl]¯Q^¯�PQ^<¶¯Don¯w`o¯E<^¯<\l`¯olI¯`nPIk¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯w`o
kI]I]DIkµ
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Artifact Quote

Asian Buddhist Monks. Image source

unknown; from the book Chotscho by Albert

von Le Coq via Wikimedia Commons is in the

public domain.

0PI¯{OokI¯`^¯nPI¯kQOPn¯Ql¯<¯w`o^O¯
oGGPQln
]`^[¯h<Q^nIG¯Q^¯<¯lnIkI`nwhQE<\¯�<ln¯�lQ<^
lnw\Iµ¯�I¯ln<^Gl¯uQnP¯G`u^E<ln¯IwIl¶
GQkIEnIG¯Q^¯kItIkI^EI¯<l¯PI¯PI<kl¯nPI
nI<EPQ^Ol¯`N¯nPI¯{OokI¯`^¯nPI¯\INnµ¯0PI¯{OokI
`^¯nPI¯\INn¯Ql¯h<Q^nIG¯Q^¯<¯lnw\I¯nP<n¯Ql¯^`n
�<ln¯�lQ<^¯Q^¯EP<k<EnIkµ¯0PI¯nu`¯EQkE\Il¯`^
IQnPIk¯lQGI¯`N¯PQl¯EPQ^¯<kI¯kI]<k[<D\w
o^olo<\¯ÊhQIkEQ^Ol¼Ëµ¯�I¯NI<nokIl¯<¯lnk`^O\w
lIn¯^`lI¯<^G¯E\I<k¯D\oI¯IwIlµ¯�Ql¯l[Q^¯E`\`k¯Ql
G<k[Ikµ¯�Ql¯P<Qk¯<^G¯DI<kG¯E`\`k¯Ql¯kIGGQlP
Dk`u^¯uQnP¯Dk`u^¯lP<GIlµ¯�I¯ln<^Gl
\``[Q^O¯<n¯nPI¯w`o^OIk¯]`^[¶¯k<QlQ^O¯PQl
P<^G¯Q^¯<¯nI<EPQ^O¯OIlnokI¯<l¯PI¯lhI<[lµ

Òµµµw`o¯]oln¯kI]I]DIk¯nPQl¯Ql¯nPI¯�nP
EI^nokw¶¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯OIn¯uQnP¯nPQl
h<knQEo\<k¯lPQhukIE[¯Ql¹nPQl¯QGI<¯nP<n¹
O\`D<\Qz<nQ`^¯Ql¯<¯tIkw¶¯tIkw¯`\G¯E`^EIhn¯<^G
nPI¯lPIIk¯lE<\I¯`N¯nPI¯hk`GoEnQ`^¯nP<n¯u<l
Q^t`\tIG¯Q^¯ln`E[Q^O¯nPI¯lPQhµ¯°

9`o¯P<G¯h`kEI\<Q^¯nP<n¯u<l¯Gk<u^¯Nk`]
GQNNIkI^n¯[Q\^l¯Q^¯t<kQ`ol¯h<knl¯`N¯�PQ^<¶¯l`
nPIkI¯u<l¯<¯[Q^G¯`N
commissioning°Ê`kGIkQ^OË¯hk`EIllµ¯0PIkI
u<l¯GI{^QnI\w¯<¯E`]]IkEQ<\¯^Inu`k[¶¯`k
lwlnI]¶¯Q^¯uPQEP¯`DYIEnl¯uIkI
E`]]QllQ`^IG¯<^G¯E`\\IEnIG¯n`OInPIk¯Q^¯<
h`n¯<^G¯lI^nµ¯/`¯Qn¯l`kn¯`N¯h`knk<wIG¯tIkw
E\I<k\w¯nP<n¯�PQ^<¯u<l¯kI<\\w¯<¯N<En`kw¯`N¯nPI
u`k\G¯<n¯nP<n¯nQ]I¹nP<n¯u<l¯lohh\wQ^O¯<\\
nPIlI¯Q^EkIGQD\I¯O``Gl¯Q^¯loEP¯<]`o^nlµ

9`o¯P<G¯h`kEI\<Q^¯nP<n¯u<l¯]<GI¯hokI\w¯N`k
Ivh`kn¹<^G¯nPI^¯w`o¯P<G¯Q^EkIGQD\I¯O`\G
<^G¯lQ\tIk¹nP<n¯kI|IEnIG¹<¯[Q^G¯`N¯PwDkQG
Q^|oI^EI¯Q^¯nPI¯lnw\QlnQElµ¯#^I¯`N¯nPI¯\<kOIln
`DYIEnl¶¯kI<\\w¶¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]<lnIkhQIEIl¯`N
EIk<]QEl¯N`o^G¯`^¯nPQl¯ÊlPQhukIE[Ë¶¯Ql¯<
ewer Ê<¯\<kOI¯u<nIk¯YoOË¯uQnP¯<¯Gk<O`^¯PI<G
E`tIkµ¯0PI¯GIlQO^¹`N¯nP<n¯hQIEI¯Ql¯]`GI\IG
<NnIk¯7Iln¯�lQ<^¯]In<\u<kI¶¯l`¯w`o¯lII
<\kI<Gw¯Q^¯nPI¹N`k]¯<^G¯nPI¯lnw\I¯<^G¯nPI
EP`QEI¯`N¯E`\`k¯<¯[Q^G¯`N¯]QvQ^O¹DInuII^
nPI¯n<lnI¯<^G¯<IlnPInQEl¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n¯Eo\nokIl¶
<^G¯Qn¯kI<\\w¯Yoln¯lhI<[l¯n`¯nPI¯Q^nI^lQnw¯`N
E`^n<En¯DInuII^¯7Iln¯�lQ<¯<^G¯�PQ^<µÓ

Ewer with

Dragon Head

Cover Image by

Marcin Konsek

via Wikimedia

Commons, CC

BY-SA 4.0.
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��µ �`u¯G`¯nPI¯<knQN<En¯<^G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯Q\\olnk<nI¯�PQ^<Ûl¯k`\I¯Q^¯nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI
<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¼¯°

0k<GI¯`^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIl¯PI\hIG¯lhkI<G¯___µ¯0PI¯NkIlE`¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯Nk`]¯GQNNIkI^n

kIOQ`^l¯___µ¯0PI¯jo`nI¯<D`on¯nPI¯lPQhukIE[¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯O``Gl¯uIkI¯]<GI¯___µ¯0PQl¯lP`ul
Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI¯DIE<olI¯____µ¯0PIlI¯Iv<]h\Il¯PI\h¯hk`tI¯nP<n¯nk<GI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯___¯Dw¯___µ

Section 4: Applied Historical Inquiry

.I<G¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lEI^<kQ`¯<^G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯Dw¯8o<^z<^O¯<D`on¯nk<tI\Q^O¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<Gµ
0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

Scenario·¯0`G<w¶¯]<Y`k¯<Qkh`knl¯\Q[I¯
oD<Q¶¯/Q^O<h`kI¶¯<^G¯�ln<^Do\¯E`^^IEn¯nk<tI\Ikl¯Nk`]¯<\\
`tIk¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ¯+I`h\I¯h<ll¯nPk`oOP¯nPIlI¯PoDl¯G<Q\w¶¯lhI<[Q^O¯]<^w¯\<^Oo<OIl¶¯hk<EnQEQ^O
GQNNIkI^n¯kI\QOQ`^l¶¯<^G¯IvEP<^OQ^O¯Eo\nok<\¯hk<EnQEIlÈItI^¯DkQI|wÈuPQ\I¯Q^¯nk<^lQnµ

Travel Journal of Xuanzang (645 CE)
Ò�^¯nPI¯GIlIknl¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�lQ<¶¯nPIkI¯uIkI¯n`u^l¯uPIkI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯]<^w¯N<QnPl¯O<nPIkIGµ¯�¯l<u

oGGPQln¯]`^[l¶¯;`k`<lnkQ<^¯{kI¯nI]h\Il¶¯<^G¯�PkQlnQ<^¯nk<tI\Ikl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯7Ilnµ¯ <k[Inl
uIkI¯No\\¯`N¯lhQEIl¯<^G¯lQ\[lµ¯�\`^O¯nPI¯u<w¶¯�¯kIEIQtIG¯lPI\nIk¯Q^¯`<lQl¯n`u^l¶¯uPIkI¯hI`h\I
lh`[I¯]<^w¯\<^Oo<OIl¯<^G¯uI\E`]IG¯lnk<^OIkl¯uQnP¯u<k]nPµÓ
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12. Based on this quote and your learning from the unit, how is Xuanzang's description of
the Silk Road similar to modern global travel?

Xuanzang described the Silk Road as ___, which is similar to today because ___. Like modern
travel hubs, the Silk Road had ___. Both then and now, people from different places ___. This
shows that trade and travel have always been ways to ___.

13. Why might religious and cultural tolerance have been important for trade, both then
and now?

Religious and cultural tolerance helped trade because ___. When people feel accepted or
respected, they are more likely to ___. In the past, cities along the Silk Roads allowed ___,
which made trade possible. Today, we still need tolerance because ___.

14. What role did cities and rest stops (oasis towns or modern airports) play in helping
trade and cultural exchange happen?

Cities and rest stops were important for trade because ___. Oasis towns gave travelers ___,

which helped them continue their journey. These places also helped people from different
cultures ___. Today, airports work in a similar way by ___.
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Scoring Guidance

Section 1: Geography (11 points)
�¯h`Q^nl¯hIk¯E`kkIEn¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯]o\nQh\IÆEP`QEI¯joIlnQ`^l

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯]<h¯<^<\wlQl¯kIlh`^lI¯nP<n·

�`kkIEn\w¯QGI^nQ{Il¯nu`¯GQlnQ^En¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl

�vh\<Q^l¯P`u¯I<EP¯NI<nokI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯nk<GI

1nQ\QzIl¯E\I<k¯<^G¯<EEok<nI¯kI<l`^Q^O¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯nPI
GItI\`h]I^n¯`N¯nk<GI¯EI^nIkl¯<\`^O¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`onIlµ

Section 2: Vocabulary  (10 points)
�¯h`Q^nl¯hIk¯E`kkIEn¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯]o\nQh\IÆEP`QEI¯joIlnQ`^l

Section 3: Paragraph Answer (10 points)
�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯E\<Q]¯nP<n¯E\I<k\w¯<^G¯GQkIEn\w¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯uQnP¯<¯lhIEQ{E¶
<EEok<nI¯ln<nI]I^n¯<D`on¯�PQ^<Õl¯k`\I¯Q^¯nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯kIlh`^lI¯nP<n¯EQnIl¯nu`¯hQIEIl¯`N¯<EEok<nI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQN<En
GIlEkQhnQ`^¯`k¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÛl¯D<E[Ok`o^G¯[^`u\IGOI

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯<¯kIlh`^lI¯nP<n¯No\\w¯<^G¯<EEok<nI\w¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI¯lohh`knl
nPI¯E\<Q]¶¯lP`uQ^O¯nPI¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯DInuII^¯�PQ^<Õl¯nk<GI¯O``Gl¶¯Eo\nok<\¯D\I^GQ^O¶
<^G¯Qnl¯k`\I¯Q^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G¯^Inu`k[l

Section 4: Applied Inquiry (9 points)
�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯I<EP¯jo`nI¯<^<\wlQl¯nP<n¯]<[Il¯<¯E\I<k¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯DInuII^¯nPI¯/Q\[¯.`<G
<^G¯Qnl¯Q]h<En¯`^¯]`GIk^¯nk<GI¯<^G¯Eo\nok<\¯IvEP<^OI

Total possible: 40 points
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task (Sentence Stems)

Directions: Use the information from your Discussion Diamond and knowledge of the Silk

Routes to write an argument about how trade affects ideas and culture.

Introduction
Start with a sentence that answers the

question.

Add a sentence about why the Silk Routes

are an important example.

0k<GI¯<NNIEnl¯QGI<l¯<^G¯Eo\nokI¯Dwµµµ

Body Paragraph 1
Explain how goods traded on the Silk

Routes affected culture.

Use these sentence starters:

#^I¯u<w¯nk<GI¯<NNIEnIG¯Eo\nokI¯u<l¯Dwµµµ

�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯nPI¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nP<nµµµ

0PQl¯]<h¯u<l¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯]w¯h`Q^n¯DIE<olIµµµ

Body Paragraph 2
Explain how ideas (like religions) spread

through trade.

Use these sentence starters:

0k<GI¯<\l`¯lhkI<Gl¯QGI<l¶¯loEP¯<lµµµ

0PI¯<knQN<En¯lP`ul¯nP<nµµµ

0PQl¯<knQN<En¯u<l¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯]w¯h`Q^n

DIE<olIµµµ

Conclusion
Summarize your main points.

Use these sentence starters:

�^¯E`^E\olQ`^¶¯nk<GI¯<NNIEnl¯QGI<l¯<^G

Eo\nokI¯Dwµµµ

0PQl¯Ql¯PQln`kQE<\\w¯lQO^Q{E<^n¯DIE<olIµµµ

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 7, Unit 3: The Silk Routes

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Discussion Diamond

1. Write your answer to the Unit Essential Question on your corner of the

Discussion Diamond.

Support your answer with an artifact, map, or other source from the unit.  

Explain why you chose that source and how it helps you answer the
question.

2. As a group, discuss all of the answers and evidence.

3. Select the best answer and evidence, and write it in the center of the Diamond.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task

Directions: Use the sources, information from your Discussion Diamond, and knowledge of

the Silk Routes to write an argument about how trade affects ideas and culture.

Introduction
Ê`^I¯h<k<Ok<hPË·

.Iln<nI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¶
<^G¯hk`tQGI¯<
nPIlQlÂE\<Q]
ln<nI]I^nµ

Body Paragraph 1
1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯ItQGI^EI
Nk`]¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯n`
lohh`kn¯w`ok¯E\<Q]µ

Explain how goods

exchanged on the Silk

Routes impacted daily life

or culture.

Transition Sentence
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Body Paragraph 2
1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯ItQGI^EI
Nk`]¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯n`
lohh`kn¯w`ok¯E\<Q]µ
�vh\<Q^¯P`u¯QGI<l¯`k

DI\QINl¯lhkI<G¯<^G

Q^|oI^EIG¯l`EQInQIl

nPk`oOP¯nk<GIµ

Transition Sentence

Conclusion
Ê`^I¯h<k<Ok<hPË·
/o]]<kQzI¯w`ok
]<Q^¯h`Q^nlµ
�vh\<Q^¯uPw

o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯nk<GIÕl

Q]h<En¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^

PQln`kwµ

Checklist before submitting:

Did I answer the question in my introduction?

Did I include examples from at least two sources?

Did I explain how trade spreads ideas or culture?

Did I check my spelling and grammar?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Word Map Example

Directions:°�vh\`kI¯nPQl¯u`kG¯N`k¯w`ok¯hIkl`^<\¯GQEnQ`^<kwµ¯1lI¯<¯DQ\Q^Oo<\¯GQEnQ`^<kw¶¯<

nPIl<okol¶¯<^G¯<¯h<kn^Ikµ¯+kIh<kI¯n`¯lP<kI¯w`ok¯{^GQ^Olº

influence
u`kG

to inspire or affect the decisions and actions of others
GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

k<u¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯GQ<Ok<]¯n`

PI\h¯w`o¯kI]I]DIk¯nPI

]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯u`kGµ

Word Forms:
7kQnI¯G`u^¯`k¯\``[¯oh

GQNNIkI^n¯N`k]l¯`N¯nPI¯u`kGµ

influence (n)
influence (v)
influencer (n)
influential (adj)

Synonyms:
1lI¯<¯nPIl<okol¯n`¯\``[¯oh

nu`¯u`kGl¯nP<n¯<kI¯lQ]Q\<kµ

Translanguage:
1lI¯<¯DQ\Q^Oo<\¯GQEnQ`^<kw¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kGl¯<^G¯ukQnI

nPI]¯PIkIµ

trendsetter
motivator

influencia
Influenciar
Influenciador / a
influyente

Image sources: “Sketch” by Adrien Coquet, “Puzzle pieces” by shashank singh, “Translate” by Uswa KDT, “Complement” by Brandon Shields, all
via Noun Project, licensed under CC BY 3.0; “Turning Point” by Educurious via Canva.
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QUESTION
Language and Literacy Builder

We ask questions to…

Ask about what we see,
think, and wonder

Make predictions about
what we think the
answers will be

Who What Where When Why

Row 1

examples
Who (made/wrote)… ? What (is/are)... ? Where (is/was)... ? When (is/was)... ? Why (is/was)... ?

Row 2

examples
Who (was/wasn’t)... ? What (do/does)... ? Where (did/does)... ? When (does/did)... ? Why (does/did)... ?

Row 3

examples
Who (will/would)… ? What (can/could)… ? Where (will/would)... ? When do you think… ? Why (will/would)… ?

Less
complex

 ⇨

7P`¯]<GI°nPQl¯]<h¼
7P<n¯<kI°nPIlI¯n``\l

]<GI¯N`k¼
7PIkI¯Ql°nPQl¯<knQN<En

Nk`]¼
7PI^¯u<l°nPQl

G`Eo]I^n¯ukQnnI^¼
7Pw¯u<l°nPQl¯h<Q^nQ^O

]<GI¼

More

complex
⇨

7P`¯u<l°nPQl¯]<h
]<GI¯N`k¼

7P<n¯G`°nPIlI¯n``\l¯nI\\
ol¯<D`on¯\QNI¯D<E[

nPI^¼

7PIkI¯GQG°nPI
<kEPI`\`OQln¯{^G¯Qn¯Q^
nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¼

7PI^¯GQG°ukQnQ^O
DIE`]I¯E`]]`^¯Q^

nPQl¯l`EQInw¼¯°

7Pw¯GQG°nPQl¯h<Q^nQ^O
DIE`]I¯h`ho\<k¼

Most

complex

⇨

7P`¯u`o\G°DI¯<D\I¯n`
nI\\¯ol¯]`kI¯<D`on¯nPQl

]<h¯n`G<w¼

7P<n¯E<^°nPI¯lQzI¯`N
nPIlI¯n``\l¯nI\\¯ol
<D`on¯nPIQk¯olI¼

7PIkI¯u`o\G°w`o¯OIn
]`kI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^
<D`on¯nPQl¯<knQN<En¼

7PI^¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[
nPIlI¯QGI<l¯lhkI<G¯n`

`nPIk¯l`EQInQIl¼

7Pw¯G`Il°Qn¯]<nnIk
nP<n¯nPI¯h<Q^nQ^O¯u<l
]<GI¯��¯wI<kl¯\<nIk¼
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CLAIM-

EVIDENCE
Language and Literacy Builder

We make claims and

use evidence to…

Share what we
think

Explain how
evidence
supports our
ideas

Make sure our
reasoning is clear

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

A CLAIM

 answers an
inquiry

question

State your argument:

Ê�\<Q]Ë

State your argument + preview why:

ÊClaimË¯DIE<olI¹

Recognize another point of view:

7PQ\I¯l`]I¯hI`h\I¯<kOoI¯___¶
ÊclaimË¯DIE<olI¹

Q:
How do we

study the

past?

We study the past by learning from many
different sources.

We study the past through different

sources because it helps us understand

how people changed over time.

While some people argue that only the

present matters, we study the past through
multiple sources because it helps us

understand how humans change over time.

EVIDENCE

supports

a claim

#^I¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯Ql¹

�^`nPIk¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯Ql¹

0PI¯{kln¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI
nP<n¯lohh`knl¯nPQl¯E\<Q]¯Ql¹

�¯lIE`^G¯Iv<]h\I¯lP`ul¹

ÊSourceË¯l<wl¹

ÊSourceË¯ukQnIl¶¯Ò___µÓ

�EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯ÊsourceË¹

REASONING
explains how

evidence

supports the
claim

0PQl¯lP`ul¹ 0PIlI¯Iv<]h\Il¯lohh`kn¯nPI
E\<Q]¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯GI]`^lnk<nIl¹


<lIG¯`^¯ÊsourceË¶¯uI¯E<^
E`^E\oGI¯nP<n¹

Language and Literacy Support

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




SUMMARIZE
Language and Literacy Builder

We summarize to…

Identify the main idea
and supporting details

Show we understand
and can share with
others

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

0PI¯]<Q^¯QGI<°`N¯nPQl¯l`okEI°Ql¹
0PI¯n`hQE°`N¯nPQl¯l`okEI°Ql¹

0PI¯<onP`kÕl ]<Q^¯QGI<°Ql¯nP<n¹

�^¯nPI¯l`okEI°ÊÒtitle”Ë¶¯Êauthor’s nameË
Ivh\<Q^lµµµ

0PI¯]<Q^¯QGI<°`N¯nPQl¯tQGI`°Ql¯P`u¯Po]<^l

EP<^OIG¯`tIk¯]Q\\Q`^l¯`N¯wI<klµ

0PI¯loDYIEn°`N¯nPQl¯tQGI`°Ql¯Po]<^¯It`\onQ`^µ

0PI¯^<kk<n`kÕl ]Ill<OI°Ql¯nP<n¯Po]<^l¯It`\tIG

DIE<olI¯`N¯]<^w¯Q^|oI^EIlµ

�^¯nPI¯tQGI` Ò�o]<^¯�t`\onQ`^¶Ú°nPI¯!<nok<\

�Qln`kw¯ olIo] Ivh\<Q^l P`u¯I<k\w¯Po]<^l
GItI\`hIG¯<^G¯lhkI<G¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯O\`DIµ

#^I°lohh`knQ^O¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

�^`nPIk GIn<Q\°Ql¹

0PI¯{kln°Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

0PI¯lIE`^G [Iw¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

�Q^<\\w¶¯nPI¯\<ln°Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

�^¯nPI¯{kln h<kn¶¯nPI¯<onP`k¹

�^¯nPI¯lIE`^G h<kn¶¯nPI¯<onP`k¹

0PI¯]`ln¯lQO^Q{E<^n¯lIEnQ`^°Ql¹

0PI¯<onP`k E`^E\oGIl°nP<n¹

Helpful words for summaries Helpful words for summaries Helpful words for summaries

Transition words

`^I¯→¯<^`nPIk

{kln¯→¯^Ivn¯→¯{^<\\w

`^I¯→¯Q^¯<GGQnQ`^¯→¯\<ln

{kln¯→¯lIE`^G¯→¯nPQkG¯→¯{^<\\w

Main idea: h`Q^n¶¯]<Q^¯h`Q^n¶¯]Ill<OI¶¯EI^nk<\
]Ill<OI¶¯DQO¯QGI<

Topic: N`Eol¶¯loDYIEn

Detail: [Iw¯GIn<Q\¶¯h`Q^n¶¯kI<l`^¶¯ItQGI^EI¶¯hQIEI

`N¯ItQGI^EI

Source types:°<knQN<En¶ <knQE\I¶¯G`Eo]I^n¶

Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶¯]<h¶
^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw¯l`okEI¶

lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Parts of sources: h<k<Ok<hP¶¯h<kn¶¯lIEnQ`^

Author: ^<kk<n`k¶¯PQln`kQ<^¶¯Y`ok^<\Qln¶¯ukQnIk¶

lEP`\<k

Author verbs: Ivh\<Q^l¶¯E`]h<kIl¶¯E`^E\oGIl¶

E`^nk<lnl¶¯GI{^Il¶¯GIlEkQDIl¶¯GQlEollIl¶¯Ivh\`kIl¶
Q^tIlnQO<nIl¶¯hkIlI^nl¶¯kIE`]]I^Gl¶¯lP`ul
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CONNECT
Language and Literacy Builder

We connect to our inquiry
questions…

By comparing sources,
points of view, and
relevant evidence to
help us answer our
questions

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

�¯nPQ^[¹ 0PIlI¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯lP`u¹ 0PI¯ItQGI^EI¯Q^¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¯Ql
lQO^Q{E<^n¯DIE<olIµµµ

#^I¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ql¹

�^`nPIk¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ql¹

0PQl¯l`okEI¯lP`ul¯___¶¯Don¯nPI¯`nPIk
l`okEI¯lP`ul¹


<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lP`ul¯___¶¯uI
E`^E\oGI¯nP<nµµµ


`nP¯l`okEIl¯lP`u¹
0PIlI¯l`okEIl¯PI\h¯<^luIk¯`ok
joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯___¯DIE<olI¹

#N¯<\\¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯uIÕtI¯kItQIuIG¶¯nPI
]`ln¯olINo\¯N`k¯<^luIkQ^O¯`ok

joIlnQ`^¯<kI¯___¯<^G¯___¯DIE<olI¹

°0PQl¯l`okEI¯PI\hl¯<^luIk¯`ok¯joIlnQ`^
DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯]<nnIkl¯DIE<olI¹
�k`]¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¶¯uIÕtI¯\I<k^IG¯___µ

0PQl¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¹

This source helps answer our question
because it shows human brains got bigger

during the Paleolithic Era.

This information matters because it tells us
how changes in brains and bodies led to big

changes in how early humans lived.

From these sources, we’ve learned that
physical changes led early humans to evolve

in many ways. This is important because it
prepared the earliest humans to become

modern humans that are similar to us today.
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OBSERVE
Language and Literacy Builder

We observe sources to…

Notice details that help
us understand a source

Ask and answer
questions about what
we see

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

Questions to

ask myself

What do I see?

What details do I notice?

What features do I see?

What features do I notice in this
source?

What sourcing details can I
identify about this source?

What unexpected details stand
out to me?

What new things do I notice
when I change my perspective?

Ways to
share

observations

I see ___ on this source.

I notice ___ in this source.

One detail I see in this source is…

A sourcing detail I notice is…

Something I notice but can’t
explain is…

I notice ___, which seems
important because…

After looking at the
source again, something new I
see is…

I (see/don’t see) ___, which
makes me wonder…

Things to look for Source types and details Examples

How to make

observations

Details to look for: h\<EIl¶¯hI`h\I¶¯ItI^nl¶

OI`Ok<hPw¶¯<EnQ`^¶¯hIklhIEnQtI¶¯hokh`lI¶
h<nnIk^l¶¯u`kGl¶¯^o]DIkl¶¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¶

E`\`kl¶¯]<h¯[Iwl

Features of sources:°nQn\I¶¯<onP`k¶¯PI<GQ^Ol¶

lIEnQ`^l¶¯hP`n`l¶¯Q]<OIl¶¯E<hnQ`^l¶

Ok<hPQEl¶¯EP<knl¶¯]<hl¶¯t`E<Do\<kw

GI{^QnQ`^l¶¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^

Source types: <knQE\I¶¯<knQN<En¶¯G`Eo]I^n¶

Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶
]<h¶¯^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw

l`okEI¶¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Sourcing details:°<onP`k¶¯<oGQI^EI¶

hoD\QE<nQ`^¯G<nI¶¯nQn\I¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯G<nI¶

]<nIkQ<\l¯olIG¯Q^¯<^¯<knQN<En¶¯lQzI¯`N¯<^

<knQN<En

�¯lII¯]`o^n<Q^l°`^¯nPQl¯]<hµ

�¯lII¯Gk<uQ^Ol°`^¯nPQl¯<knQN<Enµ

�¯^`nQEI nu`¯EP<knl°`^¯nPQl¯uIDlQnIµ

�¯^`nQEI¯DQO¯u`kGl°Q^¯nPQl¯\InnIkµ

#^I¯NI<nokI°�¯lII¯Q^¯nPQl¯<knQE\I°Ql

]<^w¯lIEnQ`^l¯uQnP¯PI<GQ^Olµ

�¯G`^Õn¯lII°<^w¯hI`h\I¶¯uPQEP¯]<[Il

]I¯u`^GIk¯QN¯nPI¯EQnw¯u<l¯<D<^G`^IGµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Word Map

Directions:¯�vh\`kI¯nPQl¯u`kG¯N`k¯w`ok¯hIkl`^<\¯GQEnQ`^<kwµ¯1lI¯<¯DQ\Q^Oo<\¯GQEnQ`^<kw¶¯<

nPIl<okol¶¯<^G¯<¯h<kn^Ikµ¯+kIh<kI¯n`¯lP<kI¯w`ok¯{^GQ^Olº

__________________________________________________

u`kG

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

GI{^QnQ`^

Represent the Word:


k<u¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯GQ<Ok<]¯n`

PI\h¯w`o¯kI]I]DIk¯nPI

]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯u`kGµ

Word Forms:

7kQnI¯G`u^¯`k¯\``[¯oh¯GQNNIkI^n

N`k]l¯`N¯nPI¯u`kGµ

Synonyms:

1lI¯<¯nPIl<okol¯n`¯\``[¯oh¯nu`

u`kGl¯nP<n¯<kI¯lQ]Q\<kµ

Translanguage:

1lI¯<¯DQ\Q^Oo<\¯GQEnQ`^<kw¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kGl¯<^G¯ukQnI

nPI]¯PIkIµ

�]<OI¯l`okEIl·¯ÚSketchÚ¯Dw¯�GkQI^¯�`joIn¶¯ÚPuzzle piecesÚ¯Dw¯lP<lP<^[¯lQ^OP¶¯ÚTranslateÚ¯Dw¯1lu<¯�
0¶¯ÚComplementÚ¯Dw


k<^G`^¯/PQI\Gl¸¯<\\¯Q]<OIl¯tQ<¯!`o^¯+k`YIEn¶¯\QEI^lIG¯o^GIk¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ
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