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Cluster 1: Human Geography and Regional Geographical Systems of the Americas
Inquiry Chart

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Unit 4 Know and Wonder Chart

Unit 4 Essential Question: How do the spaces and places people build represent their values?

What do you already know? What do you wonder?

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

“Latinoamérica” Video Analysis

First Watch Directions: Here are some examples of the geographical features you can watch
for in the video. Circle or check off the features you noticed.

Mountain Range Lake Forest City

1. What other geographical features did you see in the video?

2. Based on what you saw in the video, write a sentence that describes the physical
geography of Latin America.

3. Write one question you have about the places you saw in the video.

Image sources:

Mountain range image by Icon Pie via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0

Lake image by Hayashi Fumihiro via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Forest image by Proicon via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

City image by Rasama studio via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Second Watch Directions: Choose one question below to answer about the people in the
video.

Choice 1: What do you notice the people in the video are doing? Choose one or two
people or scenes to describe.

Choice 2: What do you notice about how the people in the video are interacting with
their environment? Choose one or two people or scenes to describe.

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Third Watch Directions: �NnIk¯u<nEPQ^O¯nPI¯tQGI`¯`^I¯{^<\¯nQ]I¶¯kINIkI^EI¯nPI¯\wkQEl¯Q^¯`kGIk
n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯\Q^I°Nk`]¯nPI¯\wkQEl¯nP<n¯n<\[l¯<D`on¯IQnPIk¯h\<EIl `k¯hI`h\I°Q^¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<¶
<^G¯ukQnI¯Qn¯DI\`u·

�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯tQGI`¶¯uP<n¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯Ql¯�<\\I¯��Õl¯`tIk<\\¯]Ill<OI¯<D`on¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<¼
7P<n¯Q]<OIl¯`k¯\wkQEl¯PI\h¯w`o¯[^`u¯nP<n¼

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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“Latinoamérica” Lyrics

ÊIvEIkhnIG¶¯uQnP¯�^O\QlP¯nk<^l\<nQ`^Ë

0I^O`¯\`l¯\<O`l¶¯nI^O`¯\`l¯kS`l
0I^O`¯]Ql¯GQI^nIl¯h<Û¯Eo<^G`¯]I¯l`^kS`
�<¯^QItI¯joI¯]<joQ\\<¯]Ql¯]`^n<_<l

0I^O`¯I\¯l`\¯joI¯]I¯lIE<¯w¯\<¯\\otQ<¯joI¯]I
D<_<
1^¯GIlQIkn`¯I]DkQ<O<G`¯E`^¹o^¯nk<O`¯GI
ho\joI¶¯h<k<¯E<^n<k¯E`^¯\`l¯E`w`nIl¯n`G`¯\`
joI¯^IEIlQn`

0I^O`¯<¯]Ql¯ho\]`^Il¯kIlhQk<^G`¯<zo\
E\<kQn`
�<¯<\nok<¯joI¯l`N`E<
�\¯`n`_`¯E`^¯lol¯P`Y<l¯GIl]<\\<G<l
�`l¯tIkl`l¯IlEkQn`l¯D<Y`¯\<¯^`EPI¯IlnkI\\<G<
1^<¯tQ_<¯kIh\In<¯GI¯ot<l
1^¯E<_<tIk<\¯D<Y`¯I\¯l`\¯I^¯�oD<
/`w¯I\¯]<k¯�<kQDI¯joI¯tQOQ\<¯\<l¯E<lQn<l
�<EQI^G`¯kQno<\Il¯GI¯<Oo<¯DI^GQn<
�\¯tQI^n`¯joI¯hIQ^<¯]Q¯E<DI\\`
/`w¶¯n`G`l¯\`l¯l<^n`l¯joI¯EoI\O<^¯GI¯]Q
EoI\\`
�\¯YoO`¯GI¯]Q¯\oEP<¯^`¯Il¯<knQ{EQ<\
+`kjoI¯I\¯<D`^`¯GI¯]Q¯nQIkk<¯Il¯^<nok<\

0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯<\¯tQI^n`
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯<\¯l`\
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯\<¯\\otQ<
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯I\¯E<\`k
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯\<l¯^oDIl
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯\`l¯E`\`kIl
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯]Q¯<\IOkS<
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯]Ql¯G`\`kIl

�ÕtI¯O`n¯nPI¯\<[Il¶¯�ÕtI¯O`n¯nPI¯kQtIklµ

�ÕtI¯O`n¯nPIlI¯nIInP¯N`k¯uPI^¯�¯l]Q\Iµ

0PI¯l^`u¯GIE`k<nQ^O¯]w¯]`o^n<Q^lµ

�ÛtI¯O`n¯nPI¯lo^¯nP<n¯GkQIl¯]I¯`NN¯<^G¯nPI¯k<Q^

nP<n¯E\I<^lIl¯]Iµ

�¯GIlIkn¯Gko^[¯`NN¯ho\joI¶À¯lQ^OQ^O¯uQnP¯nPI

E`w`nIl¶¯QnÛl¯<\\¯nP<n¯�¯^IIGµ

�ÛtI¯O`n¯]w¯\o^Ol¯DkI<nPQ^O¯l[w¯D\oI¶
�^¯<\nQnoGI¯nP<n¯loNN`E<nIl

0PI¯<ono]^¯uQnP¯Qnl¯N<Q^nQ^O¯\I<tIl¶
6IklIl¯ukQnnI^¯o^GIk¯nPI¯ln<kkw¯^QOPnµ
�¯tQ^Iw<kG¯{\\IG¯uQnP¯Ok<hIlµ
� loO<k¯E<^I¯{I\G o^GIk¯nPI¯�oD<^¯lo^µ
�¯<]¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯/I<¯u<nEPQ^O¯`tIk¯l]<\\
P`olIl¶
G`Q^O¯kQno<\l¯uQnP P`\w¯u<nIk¶
0PI¯uQ^G¯nP<n¯E`]Dl¯]w¯P<Qkµ
�¯<]¯<\\¯`N¯nPI¯l<Q^nl¯`^¯nPI¯^IE[\<EI¯�¯uI<kµ
0PI¯P<ktIln¯`N¯]w¯lnkoOO\I¯Ql¯^`n¯<knQ{EQ<\¶
DIE<olI¯Qn¯Ql¯D`k^¯`kO<^QE<\\w¯`^¯]w¯hI`h\IÕl

l`Q\µ

9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI¯uQ^Gµ¯9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI
lo^µ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI¯k<Q^µ¯9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI
PI<nµ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI¯E\`oGlµ¯9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI
E`\`klµ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯]w¯Y`wµ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯]w¯h<Q^µ

*<¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯Q^GQOI^`ol¯ IvQE<^¯GkQ^[

Text source: Adapted from the English translation at Lyricstranslate.com. "Latinoamérica" English translation.

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

“Latinoamérica” Video Analysis (Sentence Frames)

First Watch Directions: Here are some examples of the geographical features you can watch
for in the video. Circle or check off the features you noticed. You can use the included
sentence frames to help you with your written responses.

Mountain Range Lake Forest City

1. What other geographical features did you see in the video?

I saw certain geographical features in the video, including ___ and ___.

2. Based on what you saw in the video, write a sentence that describes the physical
geography of Latin America.

Latin America has ___(two to three geographical features)___.

3. Write one question you have about the places you saw in the video:

I wonder ___.

Image sources:

Mountain range image by Icon Pie via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0

Lake image by Hayashi Fumihiro via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Forest image by Proicon via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

City image by Rasama studio via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Second Watch Directions: �P``lI¯`^I joIlnQ`^¯DI\`u¯n`¯<^luIk¯<D`on¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI
tQGI`µ

Choice 1: 7P<n¯G`¯w`o¯^`nQEI¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI¯tQGI`¯<kI¯G`Q^O¼¯�P``lI¯`^I¯`k¯nu`
hI`h\I¯`k¯lEI^Il¯n`¯GIlEkQDIµ

Choice 2:°7P<n¯G`¯w`o¯^`nQEI¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI¯tQGI`¯<kI¯Q^nIk<EnQ^O¯uQnP
nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^n¼°�P``lI¯`^I¯`k¯nu`¯hI`h\I¯`k¯lEI^Il¯n`¯GIlEkQDIµ

Sentence Frames: People in the video are ___. This shows ___.
People in the video interact with their environment by ___. This shows ___.

Word Bank

u<\[Q^O G<^EQ^O N<k]Q^O E``[Q^O

h\<wQ^O u`k[Q^O DoQ\GQ^O Ok`uQ^O¯N``G

{lPQ^O
n<[Q^O¯E<kI¯`N

<^Q]<\l
Ivh\`kQ^O¯^<nokI EI\IDk<nQ^O

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Third Watch Directions: �NnIk¯u<nEPQ^O¯nPI¯tQGI`¯`^I¯{^<\¯nQ]I¶¯kINIkI^EI¯nPI¯\wkQEl¯Q^¯`kGIk
n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯\Q^I°Nk`]¯nPI¯\wkQEl¯nP<n¯n<\[l¯<D`on¯IQnPIk¯h\<EIl `k¯hI`h\I°Q^¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<¶
<^G¯ukQnI¯Qn¯DI\`u·

�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯tQGI`¶¯uP<n¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯Ql¯�<\\I¯��Õl¯`tIk<\\¯]Ill<OI¯<D`on¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<¼
7P<n¯Q]<OIl¯`k¯\wkQEl¯PI\h¯w`o¯[^`u¯nP<n¼

I think Calle 13’s overall message is that Latin America is ___ and ___. In their lyrics, they
comment on ___.

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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“Latinoamérica” Lyrics

ÊIvEIkhnIG¶¯uQnP¯�^O\QlP¯nk<^l\<nQ`^Ë

0I^O`¯\`l¯\<O`l¶¯nI^O`¯\`l¯kS`l
0I^O`¯]Ql¯GQI^nIl¯h<Û¯Eo<^G`¯]I¯l`^kS`
�<¯^QItI¯joI¯]<joQ\\<¯]Ql¯]`^n<_<l

0I^O`¯I\¯l`\¯joI¯]I¯lIE<¯w¯\<¯\\otQ<¯joI¯]I
D<_<µ
1^¯GIlQIkn`¯I]DkQ<O<G`¯E`^¹o^¯nk<O`¯GI
ho\joI¶¯h<k<¯E<^n<k¯E`^¯\`l¯E`w`nIl¯n`G`¯\`
joI¯^IEIlQn`

0I^O`¯<¯]Ql¯ho\]`^Il¯kIlhQk<^G`¯<zo\
E\<kQn`
�<¯<\nok<¯joI¯l`N`E<
�\¯`n`_`¯E`^¯lol¯P`Y<l¯GIl]<\\<G<l
�`l¯tIkl`l¯IlEkQn`l¯D<Y`¯\<¯^`EPI¯IlnkI\\<G<
1^<¯tQ_<¯kIh\In<¯GI¯ot<l
1^¯E<_<tIk<\¯D<Y`¯I\¯l`\¯I^¯�oD<
/`w¯I\¯]<k¯�<kQDI¯joI¯tQOQ\<¯\<l¯E<lQn<l
�<EQI^G`¯kQno<\Il¯GI¯<Oo<¯DI^GQn<
�\¯tQI^n`¯joI¯hIQ^<¯]Q¯E<DI\\`
/`w¶¯n`G`l¯\`l¯l<^n`l¯joI¯EoI\O<^¯GI¯]Q
EoI\\`
�\¯YoO`¯GI¯]Q¯\oEP<¯^`¯Il¯<knQ{EQ<\
+`kjoI¯I\¯<D`^`¯GI¯]Q¯nQIkk<¯Il¯^<nok<\

0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯<\¯tQI^n`
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯<\¯l`\
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯\<¯\\otQ<
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯I\¯E<\`k
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯\<l¯^oDIl
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯\`l¯E`\`kIl
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯]Q¯<\IOkS<
0p¯^`¯hoIGIl¯E`]hk<k¯]Ql¯G`\`kIl

�ÕtI¯O`n¯nPI¯\<[Il¶¯�ÕtI¯O`n¯nPI¯kQtIklµ

�ÕtI¯O`n¯nPIlI¯nIInP¯N`k¯uPI^¯�¯l]Q\Iµ

0PI¯l^`u¯GIE`k<nQ^O¯]w¯]`o^n<Q^lµ

�ÛtI¯O`n¯nPI¯lo^¯nP<n¯GkQIl¯]I¯`NN¯<^G¯nPI¯k<Q^

nP<n¯E\I<^lIl¯]Iµ

�¯GIlIkn¯Gko^[¯`NN¯ho\joI¶À¯lQ^OQ^O¯uQnP¯nPI

E`w`nIl¶¯QnÛl¯<\\¯nP<n¯�¯^IIGµ

�ÛtI¯O`n¯]w¯\o^Ol¯DkI<nPQ^O¯l[w¯D\oI¶
�^¯<\nQnoGI¯nP<n¯loNN`E<nIl

0PI¯<ono]^¯uQnP¯Qnl¯N<Q^nQ^O¯\I<tIl¶
6IklIl¯ukQnnI^¯o^GIk¯nPI¯ln<kkw¯^QOPnµ
�¯tQ^Iw<kG¯{\\IG¯uQnP¯Ok<hIlµ
�¯loO<k¯E<^I¯{I\G¯o^GIk¯nPI¯�oD<^¯lo^µ
�¯<]¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯/I<¯u<nEPQ^O¯`tIk¯l]<\\
P`olIl¶
G`Q^O¯kQno<\l¯uQnP¯P`\w¯u<nIk¶
0PI¯uQ^G¯nP<n¯E`]Dl¯]w¯P<Qkµ
�¯<]¯<\\¯`N¯nPI¯l<Q^nl¯`^¯nPI¯^IE[\<EI¯�¯uI<kµ
0PI¯P<ktIln¯`N¯]w¯lnkoOO\I¯Ql¯^`n¯<knQ{EQ<\¶
DIE<olI¯Qn¯Ql¯D`k^¯`kO<^QE<\\w¯`^¯]w¯hI`h\IÕl

l`Q\µ

9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI¯uQ^Gµ¯9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI
lo^µ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI¯k<Q^µ¯9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI
PI<nµ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI¯E\`oGlµ¯9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯nPI
E`\`klµ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯]w¯Y`wµ
9`o¯E<^Õn¯Dow¯]w¯h<Q^µ

*<¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯Q^GQOI^`ol¯ IvQE<^¯GkQ^[

Text source: Adapted from the English translation at Lyricstranslate.com. "Latinoamérica" English translation.

Lesson 1: Meeting the People and Places of Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Vicuna. Image by David Torres

Costales via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Map of Amazon deforestation.

Image courtesy of NASA.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Geography of South America

Directions:°�`k¯I<EP¯l`okEI¶¯\Qln¯<n¯\I<ln¯nPkII¯Q]h`kn<^n¯OI`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯/`onP
�]IkQE<µ¯0PI^¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nP`lI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nP`lI¯NI<nokIl¯EkI<nI
EP<\\I^OIl¯<^GẦ k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯�Q^<\\w¶¯QGI^nQNw¯nPI¯l`okEI¯<l
hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kwµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯olI¯nPI¯�I`Ok<hPw¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[¯`^¯w`ok¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEI¯N`k
/`okEIl¯�Ç�µ

!`nI·¯�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Q^E\oGI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk¯NI<nokIl¶¯tIOIn<nQ`^¶¯E\Q]<nI¯z`^Il¶
kIl`okEIl¶¯h`ho\<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

Geography Text

/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯P<l¯nPkII¯PoOI¯kIOQ`^l¯nP<n¯<kI¯tIkw¯GQNNIkI^n
Nk`]¯I<EP¯`nPIk·¯`^I¯G`]Q^<nIG¯Dw¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯`^I¯Dw¯kQtIk
D<lQ^l¶¯<^G¯`^I¯Dw¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^lµ¯7QnPQ^¯nPIlI¯nPkII¯kIOQ`^l
nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯\<^GlE<hI¯E<^¯EP<^OI¯joQE[\w¶¯Nk`]¯GIlIkn¯n`
Ok<ll\<^Gl¯n`¯PQOP\<^Glµ

0PI¯�^GIl¯ `o^n<Q^l¯ko^¯oh¯nPI¯uIlnIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯/`onP
�]IkQE<µ¯0PIw¯<kI¯nPI¯u`k\GÕl¯\`^OIln¯]`o^n<Q^¯k<^OI¯<^G¯<kI
P`]I¯n`¯]<^w¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ¯/`]InQ]Il
E<\\IG¯<¯Òu<\\¯`N¯]`o^n<Q^l¶Ó¯nPI¯�^GIl¯hkIlI^n¯<¯EP<\\I^OI¯N`k
N<k]Iklµ¯�IkI¯nPIw¯P<tI¯n`¯N<k]¯tIknQE<\\w¯ÊohPQ\\Ë¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯`^
|<n¯\<^Gµ¯0PI¯�^GIl¯<kI¯<\l`¯EP<\\I^OQ^O¯N`k¯]`tI]I^n¯<^G
E`]]o^QE<nQ`^µ¯+I`h\I¯olI¯h<E[¯<^Q]<\l¯Ê\\<]<l¶¯<\h<E<l¶¯<^G
`nPIk¯E<]I\QGlË¯n`¯]`tI¯Nk`]¯h\<EI¯n`¯h\<EIµ¯0`¯nPI¯l`onP¶¯nPI
�^GIl¯E`^lQln¯`N¯O\<EQIkl¯<^G¯l^`uÆE<hhIG¯hI<[lµ¯0PI¯]`ln¯l`onPIk^¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯Ql
E<\\IG¯�<hI¯�`k^¯<^G¯Ql¯OI^Ik<\\w¯E`\G¯<\\¯wI<k¯\`^Oµ

/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯Ql¯<\l`¯P`]I¯n`¯nPI¯�]<z`^¯k<Q^N`kIln¶¯nPI
�<knPÕl¯\<kOIln¯k<Q^N`kIlnµ¯�n¯Ql¯`NnI^¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯Ò\o^Ol¯`N¯nPI
u`k\GÓ¯GoI¯n`¯nPI¯PQOP¯GI^lQnw¯`N¯nkIIl¯<^G¯h\<^n¯\QNI¯nP<n¯l\`u
G`u^¯O\`D<\¯u<k]Q^Oµ¯0PI¯k<Q^N`kIln¯lokk`o^Gl¯nPI¯�]<z`^
.QtIk¶¯uPQEP¯EkI<nIl¯nPI¯\<kOIln¯kQtIk¯D<lQ^¯Q^¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ¯0PI

nu`¯`nPIk¯]<Y`k¯kQtIkl¯Q^¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯<kI¯nPI¯#kQ^`E`¶¯uPQEP
|`ul¯nPk`oOP¯6I^IzoI\<¯<^G¯�`\`]DQ<¶¯<^G¯nPI¯+<k<^=¯.QtIk¶
uPQEP¯|`ul¯nPk`oOP¯
k<zQ\¶¯
`\QtQ<¶¯+<k<Oo<w¶¯<^G¯�kOI^nQ^<µ
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South America’s large areas of rich farmland are watered by rivers. They are used mostly for
livestock and growing nuts, fruits, vegetables, and grains. Argentina and Brazil are examples
of countries that export food around the world.

Text source: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

National Geographic. "North America: Physical Geography." June 4, 2025.

National Geographic. "North America: Human Geography." November 15, 2024.

Lockhart, James and Roger Kittleson. "Latin America: Ethnic diversity and its results." June 23, 2025.

Ramos, April, Marissa Del Toro, and Emma Turner-Trujillo. 2017. "An Overview of Latino and Latin American

Identity." September 13.

Source 1: Geography text (from above)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 2: Video (from the Geography of South America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/north-america-physical-geography/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/north-america-human-geography/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Latin-America/Ethnic-diversity-and-its-results
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/an-overview-of-latino-and-latin-american-identity/
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/an-overview-of-latino-and-latin-american-identity/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 3: Physical map (from the Geography of South America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 4: Climate map (from the Geography of South America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Geography of Central America

Directions:°�`k¯I<EP¯l`okEI¶¯\Qln¯<n¯\I<ln¯nPkII¯Q]h`kn<^n¯OI`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯�I^nk<\
�]IkQE<µ¯0PI^¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nP`lI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nP`lI¯NI<nokIl¯EkI<nI
EP<\\I^OIl¯<^GẦ k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯�Q^<\\w¶¯QGI^nQNw¯nPI¯l`okEI¯<l
hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kwµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯olI¯nPI¯�I`Ok<hPw¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[¯`^¯w`ok¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEI¯N`k
/`okEIl¯�Ç�µ

!`nI·¯�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Q^E\oGI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk¯NI<nokIl¶¯tIOIn<nQ`^¶¯E\Q]<nI¯z`^Il¶
kIl`okEIl¶¯h`ho\<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

Geography Text

0PI¯E`o^nkQIl¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯<kI¯ IvQE`¯Êl`]InQ]Il¯E`^lQGIkIG
!`knP¯�]IkQE<Ë¶¯!QE<k<Oo<¶¯�`^Gok<l¶¯�o<nI]<\<¶¯�\¯/<\t<G`k¶¯�`ln<
.QE<¶¯+<^<]<¶¯<^G¯
I\QzIµ¯0PIQk¯E\Q]<nIl¯E`^lQln¯`N¯nk`hQE<\¯\`u\<^Gl¯<^G
E``\Ik¯PQOP\<^Glµ

�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯nPI¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI
]`o^n<Q^lµ¯0PIlI¯ko^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l`onPuIlnIk^
1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯n`¯�`^Gok<lµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯nP`oOPn
n`¯DI¯<^¯IvnI^lQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯�^GIl¯ `o^n<Q^
k<^OIµ¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<Õl¯]<^w¯t`\E<^`Il

E<olI¯NkIjoI^n¯IkohnQ`^l¯<^G¯I<knPjo<[Ilµ¯0PI¯lnk`^O¯lo^¶¯kQEP
t`\E<^QE¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯<Do^G<^n¯u<nIk¯]<[I¯nPQl¯<^¯Q]h`kn<^n¯kIOQ`^¯N`k
N<k]Q^Oµ¯�k`hl¯Ok`u^¯nPk`oOP`on¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯Q^E\oGI¯`k<^OIl¶
E`NNII¶¯loO<kE<^I¶¯<t`E<G`l¶¯<^G¯<O<tIµ

0PI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯nPI¯u<nIk¯`^¯nPI¯I<lnIk^¯D`kGIk¯`N¯ IvQE`µ¯0PI
\<^G¯`^¯nPI¯l`onP¯lQGI¯Ql¯nPI¯9oE<n<^¯+I^Q^lo\<µ¯0PI¯lI<
nI]hIk<nokIl¯<^G¯EokkI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¯<kI¯nwhQE<\\w¯tIkw
u<k]µ¯0PIw¯N`k]¯E\`oGl¯`tIk¯nPI¯Oo\N¯<^G¯EkI<nI¯PokkQE<^Ilµ¯�l¯nPI
E\Q]<nI¯EP<^OIl¶¯nPI¯lI<¯Ql¯OInnQ^O¯u<k]Ikµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯\I<GQ^O¯n`¯]`kI
Q^nI^lI¯PokkQE<^Il¯Q^¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^µ¯0PI¯�o\N
`N¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯kQEP¯Q^¯{lP¯<^G¯lPI\\{lPµ

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Map of Panama. Image by Platonides

via Wikimedia Commons is in the

public domain.

0PI¯+<^<]<¯�<^<\¯Ql¯<¯Po]<^Æ]<GI¯u<nIku<wµ¯�n
E`^^IEnl¯nPI¯�n\<^nQE¯#EI<^¯<^G¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^µ¯�n¯u<l
E`]h\InIG¯Q^¯����µ¯�n¯ko^l¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯]QGG\I¯`N¯nPI
�lnP]ol¯`N¯+<^<]<µ¯Ê�^¯QlnP]ol Ql¯<¯nPQ^¯lnkQh¯`N¯\<^G
E`^^IEnQ^O¯nu`¯\<kOIk¯\<^G¯]<llIlµË¯0PI¯E<^<\¯<\\`ul¯\<kOI
lPQhl¯<^G¯D<kOIl¯n`¯h<ll¯DInuII^¯nPI¯nu`¯`EI<^l¯Q^lnI<G
`N¯O`Q^O¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯l`onPIk^¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PQl
]<[Il¯nk<tI\¯<^G¯nk<GI¯I<lQIkµ

Text source: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

National Geographic. "North America: Physical Geography." June 4, 2025.

National Geographic. "North America: Human Geography." November 15, 2024.

Bushnell, David and Ralph Lee Woodward. "Central America." June 30, 2025.

Minster, Christopher. "The Countries of Central America." April 7, 2018.

Source 1: Geography text (from above)

�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Ê<n¯\I<ln¯nPkIIË·

�P<\\I^OIl¯<^GẦ k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl·

�l¯Qn¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¼

Source 2: Video (from the Geography of Central America Student Slide Deck)

�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Ê<n¯\I<ln¯nPkIIË·
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Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 3: Volcano map (from the Geography of Central America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 4: National Geographic map (from the Geography of Central America Student
Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:
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Is it a primary or secondary source?
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Green sea turtle. Image by James St. John via

Flickr, CC BY 2.0.

Caribbean Island Groups. Image by Brianski

via Wikimedia Commons is in the public

domain.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Geography of the Caribbean

Directions: For each source, list at least three important geographical features of the
Caribbean. Then use evidence from those sources to explain how those features create
challenges and/or opportunities for the people of the region. Finally, identify the source as
primary or secondary.

Be sure to use the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck on your digital device for
Sources 2–4.

Note: Geographical features include land and water features, vegetation, climate zones,
resources, population, and plants and animals.

Geography Text

The Caribbean archipelago, with over 7,000 islands in
its chain, is in the Caribbean Sea. Many islands are
independent nations. Some are territories of other
countries. For example, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin
Islands (St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix) are

territories of the United States. About 100 of the
islands are inhabited. The uninhabited islands are
usually small in size or made of coral reefs.

The people of the Caribbean are a mixture of
Indigenous, African, and European. The Indigenous
people settled in the Caribbean over 7,000 years ago.

The Caribbean islands are often split into three
distinct regions: The Bahamas (with more than 3,000

islands), the Greater Antilles, and the Lesser Antilles.
The Bahamas (red on the map) are the furthest north.
The Greater Antilles (in yellow) include the Caribbean
territories of the United States. The Lesser Antilles (in
green) make up the southern curve of the
archipelago.

Most of the Greater and Lesser Antilles are very
mountainous, with tropical rainforests covering most
of the land. Most of the islands experience a wet
season and a dry season. Annual rainfalls average 50

inches. The highest mountains get up to 200 inches! Many of the forests that once covered
the Caribbean have been cut down to build plantations for sugarcane, bananas, cacao, spices,
and citrus. The Caribbean also experiences tropical cyclones (hurricanes) from August to
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October. These hurricanes have become more frequent and damaging in recent years due to
warming sea temperatures and climate change.

Text source: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

National Geographic. "North America: Physical Geography." June 4, 2025.

National Geographic. "North America: Human Geography." November 15, 2024.

Britannica. "Caribbean Sea summary."

Misachi, John. 2021. WorldAtlas. "Geography of the Caribbean." April 9.

WorldAtlas. "Caribbean Geography."

Source 1: Geography text (from above)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 2: Text source 2 (from the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):
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Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 3: Video (from the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 4: Maps (from the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:
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Is it a primary or secondary source?
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Vicuna. Image by David Torres

Costales via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Map of Amazon deforestation.

Image courtesy of NASA.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Geography of South America (Sentence Frames)

Directions:°�`k¯I<EP¯l`okEI¶¯\Qln¯<n¯\I<ln¯nPkII¯Q]h`kn<^n¯OI`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯/`onP
�]IkQE<µ¯0PI^¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nP`lI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nP`lI¯NI<nokIl¯EkI<nI
EP<\\I^OIl¯<^GẦ k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯�Q^<\\w¶¯QGI^nQNw¯nPI¯l`okEI¯<l
hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kwµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯olI¯nPI¯�I`Ok<hPw¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[¯`^¯w`ok¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEI¯N`k
/`okEIl¯�Ç�µ

!`nI·¯�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Q^E\oGI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk¯NI<nokIl¶¯tIOIn<nQ`^¶¯E\Q]<nI¯z`^Il¶
kIl`okEIl¶¯h`ho\<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

Geography Text

/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯P<l¯nPkII¯PoOI¯kIOQ`^l¯nP<n¯<kI¯tIkw¯GQNNIkI^n
Nk`]¯I<EP¯`nPIk·¯`^I¯G`]Q^<nIG¯Dw¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯`^I¯Dw¯kQtIk
D<lQ^l¶¯<^G¯`^I¯Dw¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^lµ¯7QnPQ^¯nPIlI¯nPkII¯kIOQ`^l
nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯\<^GlE<hI¯E<^¯EP<^OI¯joQE[\w¶¯Nk`]¯GIlIkn¯n`
Ok<ll\<^Gl¯n`¯PQOP\<^Glµ

0PI¯�^GIl¯ `o^n<Q^l¯ko^¯oh¯nPI¯uIlnIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯/`onP
�]IkQE<µ¯0PIw¯<kI¯nPI¯u`k\GÕl¯\`^OIln¯]`o^n<Q^¯k<^OI¯<^G¯<kI
P`]I¯n`¯]<^w¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ¯/`]InQ]Il
E<\\IG¯<¯Òu<\\¯`N¯]`o^n<Q^l¶Ó¯nPI¯�^GIl¯hkIlI^n¯<¯EP<\\I^OI¯N`k
N<k]Iklµ¯�IkI¯nPIw¯P<tI¯n`¯N<k]¯tIknQE<\\w¯ÊohPQ\\Ë¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯`^
|<n¯\<^Gµ¯0PI¯�^GIl¯<kI¯<\l`¯EP<\\I^OQ^O¯N`k¯]`tI]I^n¯<^G
E`]]o^QE<nQ`^µ¯+I`h\I¯olI¯h<E[¯<^Q]<\l¯Ê\\<]<l¶¯<\h<E<l¶¯<^G
`nPIk¯E<]I\QGlË¯n`¯]`tI¯Nk`]¯h\<EI¯n`¯h\<EIµ¯0`¯nPI¯l`onP¶¯nPI
�^GIl¯E`^lQln¯`N¯O\<EQIkl¯<^G¯l^`uÆE<hhIG¯hI<[lµ¯0PI¯]`ln¯l`onPIk^¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯Ql
E<\\IG¯�<hI¯�`k^¯<^G¯Ql¯OI^Ik<\\w¯E`\G¯<\\¯wI<k¯\`^Oµ

/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯Ql¯<\l`¯P`]I¯n`¯nPI¯�]<z`^¯k<Q^N`kIln¶¯nPI
�<knPÕl¯\<kOIln¯k<Q^N`kIlnµ¯�n¯Ql¯`NnI^¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯Ò\o^Ol¯`N¯nPI
u`k\GÓ¯GoI¯n`¯nPI¯PQOP¯GI^lQnw¯`N¯nkIIl¯<^G¯h\<^n¯\QNI¯nP<n¯l\`u
G`u^¯O\`D<\¯u<k]Q^Oµ¯0PI¯k<Q^N`kIln¯lokk`o^Gl¯nPI¯�]<z`^
.QtIk¶¯uPQEP¯EkI<nIl¯nPI¯\<kOIln¯kQtIk¯D<lQ^¯Q^¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ¯0PI

nu`¯`nPIk¯]<Y`k¯kQtIkl¯Q^¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯<kI¯nPI¯#kQ^`E`¶¯uPQEP
|`ul¯nPk`oOP¯6I^IzoI\<¯<^G¯�`\`]DQ<¶¯<^G¯nPI¯+<k<^=¯.QtIk¶
uPQEP¯|`ul¯nPk`oOP¯
k<zQ\¶¯
`\QtQ<¶¯+<k<Oo<w¶¯<^G¯�kOI^nQ^<µ
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South America’s large areas of rich farmland are watered by rivers. They are used mostly for
livestock and growing nuts, fruits, vegetables, and grains. Argentina and Brazil are examples
of countries that export food around the world.

Text source: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

National Geographic. "North America: Physical Geography." June 4, 2025.

National Geographic. "North America: Human Geography." November 15, 2024.

Lockhart, James and Roger Kittleson. "Latin America: Ethnic diversity and its results." June 23, 2025.

Ramos, April, Marissa Del Toro, and Emma Turner-Trujillo. 2017. "An Overview of Latino and Latin American

Identity." September 13.

Sentence Frames: ___ creates a _ (challenge/opportunity)_ because ___.

___ makes it _ (easier/harder)_ for people to ___.

___ affects the people by ___.

Word Bank

river rainforest cold dry

humid mountain coastal plains glaciers

desert grassland crops food

exports llamas farming transportation

communication climate resources

Source 1: Geography text (from above)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?
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Source 2: Video (from the Geography of South America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 3: Physical map (from the Geography of South America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Source 4: Climate map (from the Geography of South America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Geography of Central America (Sentence Frames)

Directions:°�`k¯I<EP¯l`okEI¶¯\Qln¯<n¯\I<ln¯nPkII¯Q]h`kn<^n¯OI`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯�I^nk<\
�]IkQE<µ¯0PI^¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nP`lI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nP`lI¯NI<nokIl¯EkI<nI
EP<\\I^OIl¯<^GẦ k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯�Q^<\\w¶¯QGI^nQNw¯nPI¯l`okEI¯<l
hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kwµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯olI¯nPI¯�I`Ok<hPw¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[¯`^¯w`ok¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEI¯N`k
/`okEIl¯�Ç�µ

!`nI·¯�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Q^E\oGI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk¯NI<nokIl¶¯tIOIn<nQ`^¶¯E\Q]<nI¯z`^Il¶
kIl`okEIl¶¯h`ho\<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

Geography Text

0PI¯E`o^nkQIl¯`N¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯<kI¯ IvQE`¯Êl`]InQ]Il¯E`^lQGIkIG
!`knP¯�]IkQE<Ë¶¯!QE<k<Oo<¶¯�`^Gok<l¶¯�o<nI]<\<¶¯�\¯/<\t<G`k¶¯�`ln<
.QE<¶¯+<^<]<¶¯<^G¯
I\QzIµ¯0PIQk¯E\Q]<nIl¯E`^lQln¯`N¯nk`hQE<\¯\`u\<^Gl¯<^G
E``\Ik¯PQOP\<^Glµ

�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯nPI¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI
]`o^n<Q^lµ¯0PIlI¯ko^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l`onPuIlnIk^
1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯n`¯�`^Gok<lµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯nP`oOPn
n`¯DI¯<^¯IvnI^lQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯�^GIl¯ `o^n<Q^
k<^OIµ¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<Õl¯]<^w¯t`\E<^`Il

E<olI¯NkIjoI^n¯IkohnQ`^l¯<^G¯I<knPjo<[Ilµ¯0PI¯lnk`^O¯lo^¶¯kQEP
t`\E<^QE¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯<Do^G<^n¯u<nIk¯]<[I¯nPQl¯<^¯Q]h`kn<^n¯kIOQ`^¯N`k
N<k]Q^Oµ¯�k`hl¯Ok`u^¯nPk`oOP`on¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯Q^E\oGI¯`k<^OIl¶
E`NNII¶¯loO<kE<^I¶¯<t`E<G`l¶¯<^G¯<O<tIµ

0PI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯nPI¯u<nIk¯`^¯nPI¯I<lnIk^¯D`kGIk¯`N¯ IvQE`µ¯0PI

\<^G¯`^¯nPI¯l`onP¯lQGI¯Ql¯nPI¯9oE<n<^¯+I^Q^lo\<µ¯0PI¯lI<
nI]hIk<nokIl¯<^G¯EokkI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¯<kI¯nwhQE<\\w¯tIkw
u<k]µ¯0PIw¯N`k]¯E\`oGl¯`tIk¯nPI¯Oo\N¯<^G¯EkI<nI¯PokkQE<^Ilµ¯�l¯nPI
E\Q]<nI¯EP<^OIl¶¯nPI¯lI<¯Ql¯OInnQ^O¯u<k]Ikµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯\I<GQ^O¯n`¯]`kI
Q^nI^lI¯PokkQE<^Il¯Q^¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^µ¯0PI¯�o\N
`N¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯kQEP¯Q^¯{lP¯<^G¯lPI\\{lPµ
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Map of Panama. Image by Platonides

via Wikimedia Commons is in the

public domain.

0PI¯+<^<]<¯�<^<\¯Ql¯<¯Po]<^Æ]<GI¯u<nIku<wµ¯�n
E`^^IEnl¯nPI¯�n\<^nQE¯#EI<^¯<^G¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^µ¯�n¯u<l
E`]h\InIG¯Q^¯����µ¯�n¯ko^l¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯]QGG\I¯`N¯nPI
�lnP]ol¯`N¯+<^<]<µ¯Ê�^¯QlnP]ol Ql¯<¯nPQ^¯lnkQh¯`N¯\<^G
E`^^IEnQ^O¯nu`¯\<kOIk¯\<^G¯]<llIlµË¯0PI¯E<^<\¯<\\`ul¯\<kOI
lPQhl¯<^G¯D<kOIl¯n`¯h<ll¯DInuII^¯nPI¯nu`¯`EI<^l¯Q^lnI<G
`N¯O`Q^O¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯l`onPIk^¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PQl
]<[Il¯nk<tI\¯<^G¯nk<GI¯I<lQIkµ

Text source: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

National Geographic. "North America: Physical Geography." June 4, 2025.

National Geographic. "North America: Human Geography." November 15, 2024.

Bushnell, David and Ralph Lee Woodward. "Central America." June 30, 2025.

Minster, Christopher. "The Countries of Central America." April 7, 2018.

Sentence Frames: ___ creates a _ (challenge/opportunity)_ because ___.

___ makes it _ (easier/harder)_ for people to ___.

___ affects the people by ___.

Word Bank

t`\E<^`Il I<knPjo<[Il ]`o^n<Q^l N<k]Q^O

u<k] PokkQE<^Il nk`hQE<\ nk<GI

n`okQl] nk<tI\ u<nIk Ek`hl

+<^<]<¯�<^<\ �o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`

Source 1: Geography text (from above)

�I`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Ê<n¯\I<ln¯nPkIIË·

�P<\\I^OIl¯<^GẦ k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl·
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Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 2: Video (from the Geography of Central America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 3: Volcano map (from the Geography of Central America Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Source 4: National Geographic map (from the Geography of Central America Student
Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Green sea turtle. Image by James St. John via

Flickr, CC BY 2.0.

Caribbean Island Groups. Image by Brianski

via Wikimedia Commons is in the public

domain.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Geography of the Caribbean (Sentence Frames)

Directions: For each source, list at least three important geographical features of the
Caribbean. Then use evidence from those sources to explain how those features create
challenges and/or opportunities for the people of the region. Finally, identify the source as
primary or secondary.

Be sure to use the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck on your digital device for
Sources 2–4.

Note: Geographical features include land and water features, vegetation, climate zones,
resources, population, and plants and animals.

Geography Text

The Caribbean archipelago, with over 7,000 islands in
its chain, is in the Caribbean Sea. Many islands are
independent nations. Some are territories of other
countries. For example, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin
Islands (St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix) are

territories of the United States. About 100 of the
islands are inhabited. The uninhabited islands are
usually small in size or made of coral reefs.

The people of the Caribbean are a mixture of
Indigenous, African, and European. The Indigenous
people settled in the Caribbean over 7,000 years ago.

The Caribbean islands are often split into three
distinct regions: The Bahamas (with more than 3,000

islands), the Greater Antilles, and the Lesser Antilles.
The Bahamas (red on the map) are the furthest north.
The Greater Antilles (in yellow) include the Caribbean
territories of the United States. The Lesser Antilles (in
green) make up the southern curve of the
archipelago.

Most of the Greater and Lesser Antilles are very
mountainous, with tropical rainforests covering most
of the land. Most of the islands experience a wet
season and a dry season. Annual rainfalls average 50

inches. The highest mountains get up to 200 inches! Many of the forests that once covered
the Caribbean have been cut down to build plantations for sugarcane, bananas, cacao, spices,
and citrus. The Caribbean also experiences tropical cyclones (hurricanes) from August to

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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October. These hurricanes have become more frequent and damaging in recent years due to
warming sea temperatures and climate change.

Text source: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

National Geographic. "North America: Physical Geography." June 4, 2025.

National Geographic. "North America: Human Geography." November 15, 2024.

Britannica. "Caribbean Sea summary."

Misachi, John. 2021. WorldAtlas. "Geography of the Caribbean." April 9.

WorldAtlas. "Caribbean Geography."

Sentence Frames: ___ creates a _ (challenge/opportunity)_ because ___.

___ makes it _ (easier/harder)_ for people to ___.

___ affects the people by ___.

Word Bank

islands archipelago Caribbean Sea territory

rainforest tropical hurricane climate change

plantation sugarcane bananas crops

trade tourism population

Source 1: Geography text (from above)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Source 2: Text source 2 (from the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Source 3: Video (from the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Source 4: Maps (from the Geography of the Caribbean Student Slide Deck)

Geographical features (at least three):

Challenges and/or opportunities:

Is it a primary or secondary source?

Lesson 2: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 1)
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 3 Exit Ticket

Directions: Choose one geographical feature or natural resource from a region you did

not originally study.

In two to three complete sentences, explain: Does this feature or resource create a challenge

or an opportunity for people living in that region? Why?

Lesson 3: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 2)
Exit Ticket

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 3 Exit Ticket (Sentence Starters)

Directions: Choose one geographical feature or natural resource from a region you did not

study in your expert group today. In two to three complete sentences, explain: Does this

feature or resource create a challenge or an opportunity for people living in that region?

Why?

You can use the sentence starters and word bank to help you.

Sentence

Starters:

One important feature/resource in Latin America is ___.

It is a (challenge/opportunity) because ___.

Word Bank

mountains rivers farming

hot dry water

travel trade soil

Lesson 3: Regions and Resources of Latin America (Part 2)
Exit Ticket

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Sustainable Development Goal 11

Directions: Look closely at the image below. The United Nations created this visual to show

what a sustainable city might look like. As you examine the features in the image, consider

the following questions:

What values (like fairness, safety, or care for the environment) are shown in this city?

What opportunities does this city offer to the people who live there?

What challenges might cities face when trying to include these features?

Think about this guiding question: Why would the United Nations want cities to have these

features?

Lesson 4: Meeting Urban Challenges in Latin America
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities. Image by Margreet de Heer via United Nations is

used with permission.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Latin America’s Largest Cities

�<kOI¯EQnQIl¯<kI¯`^¯nPI¯kQlIµ¯0Pk`oOP`on¯PQln`kw¶¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯]`tIG¯n`¯okD<^¯<kI<l¯ÊEQnQIlË¯N`k

DInnIk¯`hh`kno^QnQIlµ¯!<nQ`^l¯DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯EQnQIl¯uQnP¯\<kOI¯h`ho\<nQ`^lµ¯�<kOI¯EQnQIl¯P<tI

]`kI¯Y`Dl¶¯]`kI¯Eo\nok<\¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¶¯<^G¯]`kI¯<EnQtQnwµ¯
on¯uPIkI¯nPIkI¯<kI¯]`kI¯hI`h\I¶

nPIkI¯Ql¯<\l`¯<¯lnkoOO\I¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯ItIkw¯Q^P<DQn<^n¯P<l¯nPI¯kIl`okEIl¯nPIw¯^IIGµ¯�^¯�<nQ^

�]IkQE<¶¯]<^w¯\<kOI¯EQnQIl¯<kI¯Ok`uQ^O¯N<lnµ¯/`]I¯<kI¯l`¯\<kOI¯nP<n¯nPIw¯<kI¯]IO<EQnQIlµ¯�

]IO<EQnw¯Ql¯<¯tIkw¯\<kOI¯EQnw¶¯nwhQE<\\w¯uQnP¯<¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯`N¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\Iµ¯0PIlI
EQnQIl¯^IIG¯u<wl¯n`¯Ok`u¯loln<Q^<D\w¯ÊolQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯uQlI\w¯l`¯nPIw¯<kI¯<t<Q\<D\I¯Q^¯nPI

NonokIË¶¯kIlh`^lQD\w¶¯<^G¯Q^E\olQtI\w¯ÊE`^lQGIkQ^O¯<\\¯hI`h\I¶¯`N¯<\\¯nwhIl¶¯uPI^¯]<[Q^O

GIEQlQ`^l¯`k¯<EnQ`^lËµ

Directions: .I<G¯`^¯n`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<Õl¯]IO<EQnQIlµ¯�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯PQOP\QOPn

nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O·

#^I¯`k¯]`kI¯EP<\\I^OIl¯`k¯hk`D\I]l¯I<EP¯EQnw¯Ql¯P<tQ^O¯Q^¯]<[Q^O¯Qn¯\Qt<D\I¯N`k
ItIkw`^I

#^I¯`k¯]`kI¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯nP<n¯I<EP¯EQnw¯P<l¯n<[I^¯<Gt<^n<OI¯`N

#^I¯`k¯]`kI¯t<\oIl¯nP<n¯<kI¯lP`u^¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯EQnwÕl¯<EnQ`^l
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Mexico City, Mexico

 IvQE`¯�Qnw¯<n¯!QOPnµ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯!o^<ton¯tQ<¯|QE[k¶¯��¯
9Æ!�¯�µ�µ

The Numbers:  IvQE`¯�Qnw¯Ql¯nPI¯lIE`^G¯]`ln¯h`ho\<nIG¯EQnw¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¯<^G¯nPI¯\<kOIln
Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0uI^nwÆnPkII¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯\QtI¯Q^¯���¯GQNNIkI^n¯^IQOPD`kP``Glµ

The History:° IvQE`¯�Qnw¯u<l¯DoQ\n¯`^¯\<^G¯`^EI¯P`]I¯n`¯]<^w¯l]<\\¯Q^GQOI^`ol¯Ok`ohl¯nP<n
ItI^no<\\w¯]<GI¯nPI¯�znIE¯�]hQkI¯Êln<knQ^O¯Q^¯nPI¯��nP¯EI^nokwËµ¯0PIw¯DoQ\n¯nPIQk¯EQnw¯`^¯<

\<O``^¶¯Go]hQ^O¯l<^G¯<^G¯l`Q\¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯\<kOI¯<knQ{EQ<\¯Ql\<^Gµ¯�tI^¯^`u¶¯h<knl¯`N¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw
<kI¯lQ^[Q^O¯��¯n`¯��¯Q^EPIl¯<^^o<\\wº

On the Rise:° IvQE`¯�Qnw¯OkIu¯N<ln¶¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯<NnIk¯Qn¯O<Q^IG¯Qnl¯Q^GIhI^GI^EI¯Nk`]¯/h<Q^¯Q^
����µ¯+I`h\I¯Nk`]¯<\\¯`tIk¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯ Il`<]IkQE<¯E<]I¯n`¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯\``[Q^O¯N`k¯Y`Dl¯<^G

`hh`kno^QnQIlµ¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯lohh`knl¯ IvQE`Õl¯IE`^`]w¯uQnP¯Qnl¯]<^w¯DolQ^IllIl¯<^G

Q^GolnkQIlµ¯�n¯P<l¯<¯���Æ]Q\IÆ\`^O¯]Ink`¯lwlnI]¯nP<n¯nk<^lh`knl¯�µ�¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯G<Q\wµ¯ IvQE`
�Qnw¯Ql¯<\l`¯[^`u^¯N`k¯Qnl¯<knl¯<^G¯Eo\nokI¶¯uQnP¯]<^w¯]olIo]l¯<^G¯`kEPIlnk<lµ

Challenges and Innovation:°�GoE<nQ`^¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯<^G¯lohh`knIG¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ¯+oD\QE
o^QtIklQnQIl¯<kI¯NkII¯N`k¯<\\¯EQnQzI^lµ¯0PQl¯PI\hl¯n`¯]<[I¯<¯lnk`^O¯IE`^`]w¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯�Qnwµ

�`uItIk¶¯GoI¯n`¯nPI¯joQE[¯kQlI¯Q^¯h`ho\<nQ`^¶¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯lnkoOO\Il¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯lIktQEIl¯N`k¯<\\

kIlQGI^nlµ¯0PIkI¯<kI¯u<nIk¯lP`kn<OIl¶¯PI<tw¯nk<N{E¶¯<^G¯PQOP¯h`\\onQ`^¯k<nIlµ¯0`¯kIGoEI
h`\\onQ`^¶¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯EkI<nIG¯nPI°�`w¯!`¯�QkEo\<°hk`Ok<]¯nP<n¯kIlnkQEnl¯GkQtQ^O¯`^¯EIkn<Q^

G<wl¯D<lIG¯`^¯\QEI^lI¯h\<nI¯^o]DIklµ¯0PIkI¯Ql¯<\l`¯<¯OkI<n¯^IIG¯N`k¯\`uÆE`ln¯P`olQ^O¯E\`lI¯n`

nk<^lh`kn<nQ`^¯<l¯hI`h\I¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯]QOk<nI¯n`¯nPI¯EQnwµ
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Río de Janeiro, Brazil

Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro. Image by Gabriel Heusi via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY 3.0.

The Numbers: .S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¯u<l¯`^EI¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯`N¯
k<zQ\µ¯�n¯Ql¯^`u¯Qnl¯lIE`^GÆ\<kOIln¯EQnw¶
uQnP¯<¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯`N¯��µ�¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\Iµ

The History:°.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¯u<l¯`kQOQ^<\\w¯P`]I¯n`¯nPI¯Guarani, Kaiowá, <^G¯+okQ¯hI`h\Iµ¯�^

����¶¯+`knoOoIlI¯ko\Ikl¯lInn\IG¯`^¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯^<]IG¯Qn¯Ò.QtIk¯`N¯�<^o<kwÓ¯Ê.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¶¯Q^

+`knoOoIlIËµ¯0PIw¯OkIu¯loO<kE<^I¯`^¯nPI¯\<^G¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯0PI¯+`knoOoIlI¯<\l`

GQlE`tIkIG¯O`\G¯<^G¯GQ<]`^Gl¶¯]<[Q^O¯nPI¯EQnw¯tIkw¯uI<\nPwµ¯0PI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯u`k[IG¯Q^¯nPI

]Q^Il¯<^G¯nPI¯loO<kE<^I¯{I\Gl¯uIkI¯I^l\<tIG¯hI`h\I¯Nk`]¯�NkQE<µ

On the Rise:°�^¯����¶¯
k<zQ\¯DIE<]I¯Q^GIhI^GI^n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯+`knoOoIlIµ¯.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`
DIE<]I¯<¯loEEIllNo\¯Eo\nok<\¯<^G¯D<^[Q^O¯EI^nIkµ¯
w¯����¶¯Qn¯P<G¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯u`k\GÕl¯]`ln

Q]hkIllQtI¯l[wlEk<hIkl¶¯k<Q\k`<Gl¶¯DkQGOIl¶¯<^G¯PQOPu<wlµ

Challenges and Innovation:°0PI¯EQnw¯OkIu¯<^G¯OkIuµ¯
on¯Qn¯GQG^Õn¯P<tI¯]<^w¯l<NInw¯ko\Il¶
]<[Q^O¯\QNI¯GQN{Eo\n¯N`k¯Qnl¯\IllÆuI<\nPw¯kIlQGI^nlµ¯.S`¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯`tIk¯�¶���¯N<tI\<l°Êl\o]lË¶

h\<EIl¯uQnP¯o^PI<\nPw¯\QtQ^O¯E`^GQnQ`^lµ¯0PI¯P`]Il¯<kI¯`NnI^¯]<GI¯`N¯lEk<hl¶¯<^G¯nPIkI¯Ql¯^`n

I^`oOP¯<EEIll¯n`¯ko^^Q^O¯u<nIk¶¯lIu<OI¯lwlnI]l¶¯<^G¯I\IEnkQEQnwµ¯�<tI\<°kIlQGI^nl¯<kI

kIlQ\QI^n¯<^G¯Q^^`t<nQtIµ¯ <^w¯<kI¯u`k[Q^O¯uQnP¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯<^G¯IGoE<nQ`^<\

`kO<^Qz<nQ`^l¯n`¯]<[I¯nPI¯lEP``\l¯]`kI¯Q^E\olQtI¯<^G¯loEEIllNo\¯N`k¯nPIQk¯EPQ\GkI^µ¯�okkI^n\w¶

NIuIk¯hI`h\I¯<kI¯]`tQ^O¯n`¯.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`µ¯0PQl¯]<[Il¯Qn¯I<lQIk¯N`k¯nPI¯EQnw¯n`¯Q]hk`tI¯l`]I¯`N
nPI¯Dk`[I^¯lnkIInl¶¯h<k[l¶¯<^G¯E`^GQnQ`^l¯Q^¯`tIkh`ho\<nIG¯<kI<lµ
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Lima, Peru

 Qk<|`kIl¯/[w\Q^I¶¯�Q]<¶¯+Ikoµ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯ Qk<�IlhQ^<��w¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ

/�¯�µ�µ

The Numbers: Lima is the third most populated city in the Spanish-speaking world, with 10

million inhabitants.

The History: Lima was originally home to the Wari people. Later it was part of the Inca

Empire. When Spanish conquerors came, they found silver mines in the region. The Spanish

made Lima the capital of Spanish South America. When Peru gained its independence from
Spain in 1821, Lima became its capital.

On the Rise: In the 1900s, Lima’s neighborhoods grew quickly. There were neighborhoods

with artists, writers, and designers. Lima also experienced a rise in the economy, with many

new businesses. Health care spread, and people’s health improved. Health care is free for all in

the nation of Peru. But city leaders are working to be sure all people can get the medical
services they need.

Challenges and Innovation: In the 1990s, Lima was under the control of a violent dictator.

Lima’s citizens lived in fear until his arrest in 2001. Since then, Lima has blossomed. Lima has

one of the best systems in the world for deciding how to spend public money. The voters get

to choose the most important projects for their neighborhoods. They vote using widely
available computers. One of Lima’s major challenges is air pollution from vehicles—it

currently has the worst air quality in Latin America. Another is the disposal of solid waste, with

garbage piling up on roads and in riverbeds.
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Bogotá, Colombia

Bogota, Columbia. Image by Alejoturola via pixabay is used with

permission.

The Numbers: 
`O`n=¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯^Q^I¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯Ql¯\`E<nIG¯Q^¯EI^nk<\¯�`\`]DQ<µ

The History:°
`O`n=¯Ql¯nPI¯`kQOQ^<\¯P`]I¯`N¯nPI¯ oQlE<¯hI`h\Iµ¯0PIw¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯\<^G¯N`k¯Qnl
NIknQ\I¯l`Q\¯<^G¯PQOP¯Ok`o^Gµ¯�n¯u<l¯E`^joIkIG¯Dw¯nPI¯/h<^QlP¯Q^¯����¶¯uP`¯^<]IG¯Qn¯/<^n<¯�I

GI¯
`O`n=µ¯�`\`]DQ<¯O<Q^IG¯Qnl¯Q^GIhI^GI^EI¯Q^¯����¯<^G¯EP<^OIG¯Qnl¯^<]I¯n`¯
`O`n=µ

On the Rise:°�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯k<Q\k`<Gl¯E<]I¯n`¯
`O`n=µ¯0PQl¯PI\hIG¯E`^^IEn¯nPI¯EQnw¯n`
�`\`]DQ<Õl¯h`knl¯`^¯nPI¯`EI<^µ¯0PIlI¯EP<^OIl¯\IG¯n`¯<^¯Ivh<^lQ`^¯Q^¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG^Õn
ln`h¯N`k¯<^`nPIk¯���¯wI<klº¯0PI¯EQnw¯Ql¯lnQ\\¯Ivh<^GQ^O¯<^G¯DIE`]Q^O¯]`kI¯<^G¯]`kI¯h`ho\<k

n`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<^G¯tQlQnµ

Challenges and Innovation:°
`O`n=¯P<l¯P<G¯h`\QnQE<\¯hk`D\I]lµ¯�¯h`ho\<k¯h`\QnQE<\¯\I<GIk
u<l¯]okGIkIG¯Q^¯����µ¯�¯\`n¯`N¯{OPnQ^O¯<^G¯GIlnkoEnQ`^¯N`\\`uIGµ¯�n¯n``[¯]<^w¯wI<kl¯n`¯{^G

ln<DQ\Qnw¯<^G¯YolnQEIµ¯�kQ]I¯<^G¯D<G¯<Qk¯h`\\onQ`^¯]<GI¯Qn¯<^¯o^PI<\nPw¯h\<EI¯n`¯\QtIµ¯�tI^no<\\w
nPI¯hI`h\I¯I\IEnIG¯\I<GIkl¯uP`¯hk`]`nIG¯uI\\ÆDIQ^O¯<^G¯l<NInwµ¯0PIw¯GIEQGIG¯nPI¯EQnw¯P<G¯n`

DI¯\Ill¯E<kÆGIhI^GI^n¯<^G¯]`kI¯`kO<^QzIG¯N`k¯Po]<^¯^IIGlµ¯!`u¯
`O`n=¯Ql¯<¯]`GI\¯<k`o^G

nPI¯u`k\G¯N`k¯OkII^Ik¯EQnQIlµ¯
`O`n=¯P<l¯EP<\\I^OIl¯n`¯l`\tI¶¯P`uItIk¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯<¯\<kOI

^o]DIk¯`N¯hI`h\I¯|IIQ^O¯nPI¯E`o^nkwlQGI¯GoI¯n`¯E`^|QEnl¯<^G¯tQ`\I^EIµ

Text sources: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

Dominguez, Luis F. 2012. "The Impressive Rise of Latin America’s 6 Largest Cities." Homeschool Spanish

Academy. November 14.

Iberdrola. "What is a 'megacity'."

Native Land Digital
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Latin America’s Largest Cities (Chunked Text)

�<kOI¯EQnQIl¯<kI¯`^¯nPI¯kQlIµ¯0Pk`oOP`on¯PQln`kw¶¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯]`tIG¯n`¯okD<^¯<kI<l¯ÊEQnQIlË¯N`k

DInnIk¯`hh`kno^QnQIlµ

!<nQ`^l¯DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯EQnQIl¯uQnP¯\<kOI¯h`ho\<nQ`^lµ¯�<kOI¯EQnQIl¯P<tI¯]`kI¯Y`Dl¶¯]`kI¯Eo\nok<\

`hh`kno^QnQIl¶¯<^G¯]`kI¯<EnQtQnwµ¯
on¯uPIkI¯nPIkI¯<kI¯]`kI¯hI`h\I¶¯nPIkI¯Ql¯<\l`¯<¯lnkoOO\I¯n`
]<[I¯lokI¯ItIkw¯Q^P<DQn<^n¯P<l¯nPI¯kIl`okEIl¯nPIw¯^IIGµ¯�^¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<¶¯]<^w¯\<kOI¯EQnQIl

<kI¯Ok`uQ^O¯N<lnµ

/`]I¯<kI¯l`¯\<kOI¯nP<n¯nPIw¯<kI¯]IO<EQnQIlµ¯�¯]IO<EQnw¯Ql¯<¯tIkw¯\<kOI¯EQnw¶¯nwhQE<\\w¯uQnP¯<

h`ho\<nQ`^¯`N¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\Iµ¯0PIlI¯EQnQIl¯^IIG¯u<wl¯n`¯Ok`u¯loln<Q^<D\w¯ÊolQ^O

kIl`okEIl¯uQlI\w¯l`¯nPIw¯<kI¯<t<Q\<D\I¯Q^¯nPI¯NonokIË¶¯kIlh`^lQD\w¶¯<^G¯Q^E\olQtI\w¯ÊE`^lQGIkQ^O
<\\¯hI`h\I¶¯`N¯<\\¯nwhIl¶¯uPI^¯]<[Q^O¯GIEQlQ`^l¯`k¯<EnQ`^lËµ

Directions: .I<G¯`^¯n`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<Õl¯]IO<EQnQIlµ¯�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯PQOP\QOPn

nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O·

#^I¯`k¯]`kI¯EP<\\I^OIl¯`k¯hk`D\I]l¯I<EP¯EQnw¯Ql¯P<tQ^O¯Q^¯]<[Q^O¯Qn¯\Qt<D\I¯N`k
ItIkw`^I

#^I¯`k¯]`kI¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯nP<n¯I<EP¯EQnw¯P<l¯n<[I^¯<Gt<^n<OI¯`N

#^I¯`k¯]`kI¯t<\oIl¯nP<n¯<kI¯lP`u^¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯EQnwÕl¯<EnQ`^l
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Mexico City, Mexico

 IvQE`¯�Qnw¯<n¯!QOPnµ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯!o^<ton¯tQ<¯|QE[k¶¯��¯
9Æ!�¯�µ�µ

The Numbers:  IvQE`¯�Qnw¯Ql¯nPI¯lIE`^G¯]`ln¯h`ho\<nIG¯EQnw¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¯<^G¯nPI¯\<kOIln
Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0uI^nwÆnPkII¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯\QtI¯Q^¯���¯GQNNIkI^n¯^IQOPD`kP``Glµ

The History:° IvQE`¯�Qnw¯u<l¯DoQ\n¯`^¯\<^G¯`^EI¯P`]I¯n`¯]<^w¯l]<\\¯�^GQOI^`ol¯Ok`ohl¯nP<n
ItI^no<\\w¯]<GI¯nPI¯�znIE¯�]hQkI¯Êln<knQ^O¯Q^¯nPI¯��nP¯EI^nokwËµ

0PIw¯DoQ\n¯nPIQk¯EQnw¯`^¯<¯\<O``^¶¯Go]hQ^O¯l<^G¯<^G¯l`Q\¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯\<kOI¯<knQ{EQ<\¯Ql\<^Gµ¯�tI^

^`u¶¯h<knl¯`N¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯<kI¯lQ^[Q^O¯��¯n`¯��¯Q^EPIl¯<^^o<\\wº

On the Rise:° IvQE`¯�Qnw¯OkIu¯N<ln¶¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯<NnIk¯Qn¯O<Q^IG¯Qnl¯Q^GIhI^GI^EI¯Nk`]¯/h<Q^¯Q^
����µ¯+I`h\I¯Nk`]¯<\\¯`tIk¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯ Il`<]IkQE<¯E<]I¯n`¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯\``[Q^O¯N`k¯Y`Dl¯<^G
`hh`kno^QnQIlµ

 IvQE`¯�Qnw¯lohh`knl¯ IvQE`Õl¯IE`^`]w¯uQnP¯Qnl¯]<^w¯DolQ^IllIl¯<^G¯Q^GolnkQIlµ¯�n¯P<l¯<¯���Æ

]Q\IÆ\`^O¯]Ink`¯lwlnI]¯nP<n¯nk<^lh`knl¯�µ�¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯G<Q\wµ¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯Ql¯<\l`¯[^`u^¯N`k

Qnl¯<knl¯<^G¯Eo\nokI¶¯uQnP¯]<^w¯]olIo]l¯<^G¯`kEPIlnk<lµ

Challenges and Innovation:°�GoE<nQ`^¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯<^G¯lohh`knIG¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ¯+oD\QE
o^QtIklQnQIl¯<kI¯NkII¯N`k¯<\\¯EQnQzI^lµ¯0PQl¯PI\hl¯n`¯]<[I¯<¯lnk`^O¯IE`^`]w¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯�Qnwµ

�`uItIk¶¯GoI¯n`¯nPI¯joQE[¯kQlI¯Q^¯h`ho\<nQ`^¶¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw¯lnkoOO\Il¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯lIktQEIl¯N`k¯<\\

kIlQGI^nlµ¯0PIkI¯<kI¯u<nIk¯lP`kn<OIl¶¯PI<tw¯nk<N{E¶¯<^G¯PQOP¯h`\\onQ`^¯k<nIlµ
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To reduce pollution, Mexico City created the Hoy No Circula program that restricts driving on

certain days based on license plate numbers. There is also a great need for low-cost housing

close to transportation as people continue to migrate to the city.
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Río de Janeiro, Brazil

Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro. Image by Gabriel Heusi via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY 3.0.

The Numbers: .S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¯u<l¯`^EI¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯`N¯
k<zQ\µ¯�n¯Ql¯^`u¯Qnl¯lIE`^GÆ\<kOIln¯EQnw¶
uQnP¯<¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯`N¯��µ�¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\Iµ

The History:°.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¯u<l¯`kQOQ^<\\w¯P`]I¯n`¯nPI¯0I[`P=¯<^G¯+okQ¯hI`h\Iµ¯�^¯����¶
+`knoOoIlI¯ko\Ikl¯lInn\IG¯`^¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯^<]IG¯Qn¯Ò.QtIk¯`N¯�<^o<kwÓ¯Ê.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¶¯Q^

+`knoOoIlIËµ

0PIw¯OkIu¯loO<kE<^I¯`^¯nPI¯\<^G¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯0PI¯+`knoOoIlI¯<\l`¯GQlE`tIkIG¯O`\G¯<^G
GQ<]`^Gl¶¯]<[Q^O¯nPI¯EQnw¯tIkw¯uI<\nPwµ¯0PI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯u`k[IG¯Q^¯nPI¯]Q^Il¯<^G¯nPI

loO<kE<^I¯{I\Gl¯uIkI¯I^l\<tIG¯hI`h\I¯Nk`]¯�NkQE<µ

On the Rise:°�^¯����¶¯
k<zQ\¯DIE<]I¯Q^GIhI^GI^n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯+`knoOoIlIµ¯.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`
DIE<]I¯<¯loEEIllNo\¯Eo\nok<\¯<^G¯D<^[Q^O¯EI^nIkµ¯
w¯����¶¯Qn¯P<G¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯u`k\GÕl¯]`ln

Q]hkIllQtI¯l[wlEk<hIkl¶¯k<Q\k`<Gl¶¯DkQGOIl¶¯<^G¯PQOPu<wlµ

Challenges and Innovation:°0PI¯EQnw¯OkIu¯<^G¯OkIuµ¯
on¯Qn¯GQG^Õn¯P<tI¯]<^w¯l<NInw¯ko\Il¶
]<[Q^O¯\QNI¯GQN{Eo\n¯N`k¯Qnl¯\IllÆuI<\nPw¯kIlQGI^nlµ¯.S`¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯`tIk¯�¶���¯N<tI\<l°Êl\o]lË¶

h\<EIl¯uQnP¯o^PI<\nPw¯\QtQ^O¯E`^GQnQ`^lµ¯0PI¯P`]Il¯<kI¯`NnI^¯]<GI¯`N¯lEk<hl¶¯<^G¯nPIkI¯Ql¯^`n

I^`oOP¯<EEIll¯n`¯ko^^Q^O¯u<nIk¶¯lIu<OI¯lwlnI]l¶¯<^G¯I\IEnkQEQnwµ

�<tI\<°kIlQGI^nl¯<kI¯kIlQ\QI^n¯<^G¯Q^^`t<nQtIµ¯ <^w¯<kI¯u`k[Q^O¯uQnP¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯<^G

IGoE<nQ`^<\¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^l¯n`¯]<[I¯nPI¯lEP``\l¯]`kI¯Q^E\olQtI¯<^G¯loEEIllNo\¯N`k¯nPIQk

EPQ\GkI^µ

�okkI^n\w¶¯NIuIk¯hI`h\I¯<kI¯]`tQ^O¯n`¯.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`µ¯0PQl¯]<[Il¯Qn¯I<lQIk¯N`k¯nPI¯EQnw¯n`
Q]hk`tI¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯Dk`[I^¯lnkIInl¶¯h<k[l¶¯<^G¯E`^GQnQ`^l¯Q^¯`tIkh`ho\<nIG¯<kI<lµ
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Lima, Peru

 Qk<|`kIl¯/[w\Q^I¶¯�Q]<¶¯+Ikoµ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯ Qk<�IlhQ^<��w¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ

/�¯�µ�µ

The Numbers: Lima is the third most populated city in the Spanish-speaking world, with 10

million inhabitants.

The History: Lima was originally home to the Wari people. Later it was part of the Inca

Empire. When Spanish conquerors came they found silver mines in the region. The Spanish

made Lima the capital of Spanish South America. When Peru gained its independence from
Spain in 1821, Lima became its capital.

On the Rise: In the 1900s, Lima’s neighborhoods grew quickly. There were neighborhoods

with artists, writers, and designers. Lima also experienced a rise in the economy, with many

new businesses.

Health care spread, and people’s health improved. Health care is free for all in the nation of

Peru. But city leaders are working to be sure all people can get the medical services they

need.

Challenges and Innovation: In the 1990s, Lima was under the control of a violent dictator.
Lima’s citizens lived in fear until his arrest in 2001. Since then, Lima has blossomed.

Lima has one of the best systems in the world for deciding how to spend public money. The

voters get to choose the most important projects for their neighborhoods. They vote using

widely available computers.  

One of Lima’s major challenges is air pollution from vehicles—it currently has the worst air

quality in Latin America. Another is the disposal of solid waste, with garbage piling up on

roads and in riverbeds.
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Bogotá, Colombia

Bogota, Columbia. Image by Alejoturola via pixabay is used with

permission.

The Numbers: 
`O`n=¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯^Q^I¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯Ql¯\`E<nIG¯Q^¯EI^nk<\¯�`\`]DQ<µ

The History:°
`O`n=¯Ql¯nPI¯`kQOQ^<\¯P`]I¯`N¯nPI¯ oQlE<¯hI`h\Iµ¯0PIw¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯\<^G¯N`k¯Qnl
NIknQ\I¯l`Q\¯<^G¯PQOP¯Ok`o^Gµ¯�n¯u<l¯E`^joIkIG¯Dw¯nPI¯/h<^QlP¯Q^¯����¶¯uP`¯^<]IG¯Qn¯/<^n<¯�I

GI¯
`O`n=µ¯�`\`]DQ<¯O<Q^IG¯Qnl¯Q^GIhI^GI^EI¯Q^¯����¯<^G¯EP<^OIG¯Qnl¯^<]I¯n`¯
`O`n=µ

On the Rise:°�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯k<Q\k`<Gl¯E<]I¯n`¯
`O`n=µ¯0PQl¯PI\hIG¯E`^^IEn¯nPI¯EQnw¯n`
�`\`]DQ<Õl¯h`knl¯`^¯nPI¯`EI<^µ

0PIlI¯EP<^OIl¯\IG¯n`¯<^¯Ivh<^lQ`^¯Q^¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯nP<n¯GQG^Õn¯ln`h¯N`k¯<^`nPIk¯���¯wI<klº¯0PI

EQnw¯Ql¯lnQ\\¯Ivh<^GQ^O¯<^G¯DIE`]Q^O¯]`kI¯<^G¯]`kI¯h`ho\<k¯n`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<^G¯tQlQnµ

Challenges and Innovation:°
`O`n=¯P<l¯P<G¯h`\QnQE<\¯hk`D\I]lµ¯�¯h`ho\<k¯h`\QnQE<\¯\I<GIk
u<l¯]okGIkIG¯Q^¯����µ¯�¯\`n¯`N¯{OPnQ^O¯<^G¯GIlnkoEnQ`^¯N`\\`uIGµ¯�n¯n``[¯]<^w¯wI<kl¯n`¯{^G

ln<DQ\Qnw¯<^G¯YolnQEIµ¯�kQ]I¯<^G¯D<G¯<Qk¯h`\\onQ`^¯]<GI¯Qn¯<^¯o^PI<\nPw¯h\<EI¯n`¯\QtIµ

�tI^no<\\w¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯I\IEnIG¯\I<GIkl¯uP`¯hk`]`nIG¯uI\\ÆDIQ^O¯<^G¯l<NInwµ¯0PIw¯GIEQGIG¯nPI

EQnw¯P<G¯n`¯DI¯\Ill¯E<kÆGIhI^GI^n¯<^G¯]`kI¯`kO<^QzIG¯N`k¯Po]<^¯^IIGlµ¯!`u¯
`O`n=¯Ql¯<

]`GI\¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯u`k\G¯N`k¯OkII^Ik¯EQnQIlµ¯
`O`n=¯P<l¯EP<\\I^OIl¯n`¯l`\tI¶¯P`uItIk¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O
<¯\<kOI¯^o]DIk¯`N¯hI`h\I¯|IIQ^O¯nPI¯E`o^nkwlQGI¯GoI¯n`¯E`^|QEnl¯<^G¯tQ`\I^EIµ

Text sources: Written by Primary Source. Adapted from:

Dominguez, Luis F. 2012. "The Impressive Rise of Latin America’s 6 Largest Cities." Homeschool Spanish

Academy. November 14.

Iberdrola. "What is a 'megacity'."

Native Land Digital
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Identifying Locations on a Map

Directions: Label the following regions of Latin America on the map below: South America,

Central America, and the Caribbean.

Blank map of North and South America. Image by

Milenioscuro via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

A:

B:

C:
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Respond to the following analysis question:

1. How do the land, climate, and natural resources in different parts of Latin America help

explain where most people live and how they earn a living? Give one general example

using the map below.

South America, physical-political world map. Image by Defense Mapping

Agency via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.
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Part 2: Making a Claim Using Evidence

Directions: �``[¯D<E[¯<n¯nPI¯]<nIkQ<\l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E\olnIkµ

�µ #N¯<\\¯nPI¯]<nIkQ<\l¯w`o¯kINIkI^EIG¶¯uPQEP¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¯u<l¯]`ln¯olINo\

Q^¯PI\hQ^O¯w`o¯o^GIkln<^G¯OI`Ok<hPwÕl¯EP<\\I^OIl¯<^G¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¼

�µ �l¯nPQl¯kIl`okEI¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¼¯�`u¯G`¯w`o¯[^`u¼

Directions: �^luIk¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯What challenges and opportunities

does geography pose in different regions of the Americas? �kI<nI¯<¯E\I<k¯E\<Q]¯<D`on¯nPQl

joIlnQ`^¶¯<^G¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯<^w¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¯w`o¯lnoGQIG¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk

n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯E\<Q]µ

9`ok¯E\<Q]¯ln<nI]I^n·

7P<n¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`k¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯<¯E\olnIk¯kIl`okEI¯Êjo`nI¶¯GIlEkQhnQ`^¶¯InEµË

lohh`knl¯w`ok¯E\<Q]¼
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7P<n¯lhIEQ{E¯EP<\\I^OIl¯<^G¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯<kI¯<GGkIllIG¯Q^¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯<^G¯E`^^IEn¯n`¯w`ok

E\<Q]¼

Lesson 5: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

4

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Optional Discussion Prep

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯]<Q^¯joIlnQ`^¯N`k¯`ok¯GQlEollQ`^¯DI\`u¶¯<^G¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯lIn¯`N¯^`nIlµ

.INIk¯n`¯w`ok¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<Õl¯�<kOIln¯�QnQIl¯P<^G`on¯Nk`]¯nPI¯hkItQ`ol¯\Ill`^¯n`¯PI\h¯w`oµ

�`Eol¯joIlnQ`^·¯�^¯w`ok¯`hQ^Q`^¶¯uPQEP¯`N¯nPI¯N`ok¯]IO<EQnQIl¯Ê IvQE`¯�Qnw¶¯.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¶

�Q]<¶¯`k¯
`O`n=Ë¯P<l¯]<GI¯nPI¯lnk`^OIln¯hk`OkIll¯Q^¯DIE`]Q^O¯<^¯Q^E\olQtI¶¯l<NI¶¯<^G

loln<Q^<D\I¯h\<EI¯N`k¯<\\¯hI`h\I¼

9`ok¯<^luIk·

0PQl¯EQnw¯P<l¯]<GI¯lnk`^O¯hk`OkIll¯Dw·

�]<OQ^I¯w`o¯<kI¯<¯EQnw¯\I<GIk¯Ê\Q[I¯<¯]<w`k¶¯N`k¯Iv<]h\IË¶¯<^G¯w`o¯<kI¯hkIh<kQ^O¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw

w`ok¯EQnw¯Ql¯]<[Q^O¯hk`OkIll¯<^G¯P`u¯Qn¯E`o\G¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯Q]hk`tIµ

1lI¯nPI¯^`nIl¯DI\`u¯n`¯`kO<^QzI¯w`ok¯QGI<l¯Q^¯hkIh<k<nQ`^¯N`k¯nPI¯GID<nIµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯w`ok¯EQnwÕl¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`k¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

ÊloEP¯<l¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯kQtIkl¶¯N`kIlnl¶¯`k¯<Qk¯jo<\QnwËµ

�P<\\I^OI·

7P<n¯Ql¯<¯]<Y`k¯hk`D\I]¯nP<n¯]<[Il¯Qn¯P<kG¯N`k¯nPI¯EQnw¯n`¯DI¯\Qt<D\I¯N`k¯ItIkw`^I¼¯�^E\oGI¯<

E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`k¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯QN¯Qn¯{nlµ
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Adaptation:

How has the city responded to this challenge? How does this help make it safer, more

inclusive, or better for the environment?

New ideas and improvements:

If you were a city leader, what change would you try next? How could it help people and

protect nature?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Identifying Locations on a Map

Directions: Label the following regions of Latin America on the map below: South America,

Central America, and the Caribbean.

Blank map of North and South America. Image by

Milenioscuro via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

A:

B:

C:
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Respond to the following analysis question:

1. How do the land, climate, and natural resources in different parts of Latin America help

explain where most people live and how they earn a living? Give one general example

using the map below.

Sentence Frames:

Most people live near ___ because the land is ___ and the climate is ___.

People earn a living by ___ because this region has ___.

For example, in ___, people ___ because of the land and resources.

South America, physical-political world map. Image by Defense

Mapping Agency via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.
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Part 2: Making a Claim Using Evidence

Directions: Look back at the materials from the cluster.

1. Of all the materials you referenced, which primary or secondary source was most useful

in helping you understand geography’s challenges and opportunities in the Americas?

The source that helped me the most was ___.

2. Is this resource a primary or secondary source? How do you know?

This resource is a __ (primary/secondary)__ source because ___.

Directions: Answer the Cluster 1 Supporting Question: What challenges and opportunities
does geography pose in different regions of the Americas? Create a clear claim about this

question, and use evidence from any primary or secondary source you studied in this cluster

to support your claim.

Your claim statement:

Geography poses challenges through ___ and opportunities through ___.

Lesson 5: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


7P<n¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`k¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯<¯E\olnIk¯kIl`okEI¯Êjo`nI¶¯GIlEkQhnQ`^¶¯InEµË

lohh`knl¯nPQl¯E\<Q]¼

One example that supports my claim is ___, and this shows that ___.

7P<n¯lhIEQ{E¯EP<\\I^OIl¯<^G¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯<kI¯<GGkIllIG¯Q^¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯<^G¯E`^^IEn¯n`¯w`ok

E\<Q]¼

One challenge mentioned in the source is ___. One opportunity is ___. These connect to my
claim because ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Optional Discussion Prep (Sentence Frames)

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯]<Q^¯joIlnQ`^¯N`k¯`ok¯GQlEollQ`^¯DI\`u¶¯<^G¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯lIn¯`N¯^`nIlµ

.INIk¯n`¯w`ok¯�<nQ^¯�]IkQE<Õl¯�<kOIln¯�QnQIl¯P<^G`on¯Nk`]¯nPI¯hkItQ`ol¯\Ill`^¯n`¯PI\h¯w`oµ

�`Eol¯joIlnQ`^·¯�^¯w`ok¯`hQ^Q`^¶¯uPQEP¯`N¯nPI¯N`ok¯]IO<EQnQIl¯Ê IvQE`¯�Qnw¶¯.S`¯GI¯�<^IQk`¶

�Q]<¶¯`k¯
`O`n=Ë¯P<l¯]<GI¯nPI¯lnk`^OIln¯hk`OkIll¯Q^¯DIE`]Q^O¯<^¯Q^E\olQtI¶¯l<NI¶¯<^G

loln<Q^<D\I¯h\<EI¯N`k¯<\\¯hI`h\I¼

9`ok¯<^luIk·

0PQl¯EQnw¯P<l¯]<GI¯lnk`^O¯hk`OkIll¯Dw·

�]<OQ^I¯w`o¯<kI¯<¯EQnw¯\I<GIk¯Ê\Q[I¯<¯]<w`k¶¯N`k¯Iv<]h\IË¶¯<^G¯w`o¯<kI¯hkIh<kQ^O¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw

w`ok¯EQnw¯Ql¯]<[Q^O¯hk`OkIll¯<^G¯P`u¯Qn¯E`o\G¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯Q]hk`tIµ

1lI¯nPI¯^`nIl¯DI\`u¯n`¯`kO<^QzI¯w`ok¯QGI<l¯Q^¯hkIh<k<nQ`^¯N`k¯nPI¯GID<nIµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯w`ok¯EQnwÕl¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`k¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

ÊloEP¯<l¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯kQtIkl¶¯N`kIlnl¶¯`k¯<Qk¯jo<\QnwËµ

�P<\\I^OI·

7P<n¯Ql¯<¯]<Y`k¯hk`D\I]¯nP<n¯]<[Il¯Qn¯P<kG¯N`k¯nPI¯EQnw¯n`¯DI¯\Qt<D\I¯N`k¯ItIkw`^I¼¯�^E\oGI¯<

E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`k¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯QN¯Qn¯{nlµ

One big problem in ___ is ___. This is a challenge because ___. It is connected to ___.

Lesson 5: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Adaptation:

How has the city responded to this challenge? How does this help make it safer, more

inclusive, or better for the environment?

0PI¯EQnw¯P<l¯nkQIG¯n`¯{v¯___¯Dw¯___µ¯0PQl¯PI\hl¯nPI¯EQnw¯DIE<olI¯___µ¯0PI¯EP<^OI¯]<[Il¯nPI¯EQnw

]`kI¯___µ

New ideas and improvements:

If you were a city leader, what change would you try next? How could it help people and

protect nature?

�N¯�¯uIkI¯<¯EQnw¯\I<GIk¶¯�¯u`o\G¯nkw¯n`¯___µ¯0PQl¯u`o\G¯PI\h¯DIE<olI¯___µ¯�n¯u`o\G¯<\l`¯hk`nIEn¯___µ
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Cluster 2: The Americas’ Earliest Complex Societies
Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Comparing Diets of Three Ancient Societies

Directions: Featured below are typical “dinner menus” from three societies of the ancient

world on three different continents (Asia, Africa, and South America).

With a partner, discuss what you notice about the three lists, focusing on similarities
and differences.

Then work together to answer the questions below the menus.

Ancient Mesopotamia

(Asia)

Ancient Ethiopia

(Africa)

Ancient Andes

(South America)

Barley (in breads and
stews)

Wheat

Chickpeas

Lentils

Honey

Onions

Sometimes meat and
milk from sheep

Barley (in breads and
stews)

Wheat

Chickpeas

Lentils

Honey

Ensete (Ethiopian
banana)

Sometimes meat and
milk from cows

Quinoa (in breads
and stews)

Potatoes

Maize (corn)

Chili peppers

Llama jerky

1. What could explain the similarities among the menus?

2. What could explain the differences among the menus?

Lesson 6: Uncovering Caral-Supe’s Ancient Legacy
Student Handout
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Text sources:

Brothwell, Don and Patricia Brothwell. 1998. Food in Antiquity: A Survey of the Diet of Early People. Johns

Hopkins Press.

"Ancient Mesopotamian foods" (FoodTimeline library)

Burger, Richard and Nikolaas Van Der Merwe. 1990. “Maize and the Origin of Highland Chavín Civilization:

An Isotopic Perspective.” American Anthropologist. March, pp. 85-95.

Anwar, Yasmin. 2021. “The superfoods that fueled ancient Andeans through 2,500 years of turmoil.”

PhysOrg. November 30.

"Feasting with the Ancients: Ethiopian Food" (Ethiopian Food)

McCann, James C. 2009. Stirring the Pot: A History of African Cuisine. Ohio University Press.
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https://www.foodtimeline.org/foodfaq3.html#:~:text=%22The%20raw%20materials%20of%20the,royal%20palace%20by%20the%20basketful.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/681392
https://www.jstor.org/stable/681392
https://phys.org/news/2021-11-superfoods-fueled-ancient-andeans-years.html#:~:text=Corn%20was%20most%20likely%20consumed,predominant%20staples%2C%20the%20study%20found.
https://ethiopianfood.wordpress.com/2013/07/01/feasting-with-the-ancients/
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Caral-Supe archaeological site. Image by AlisonRuthHughes

via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Old Society, New Discoveries

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯hk`tQGI¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯nPI¯�<k<\Æ/ohI
hI`h\I¯l`\tQ^O¯hk`D\I]l¯<^G¯Q]hk`tQ^O¯nPIQk¯\QtIlµ

1^GIk\Q^I¯uQnP¯`^I¯E`\`k¯<^w¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯lP`u¯Q^P<DQn<^nl¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI
`kO<^QzQ^O¯hI`h\I¯n`¯l`\tI¯<¯hk`D\I]µ

1^GIk\Q^I¯uQnP¯<¯lIE`^G¯E`\`k¯<^w¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯lP`u¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¯olQ^O¯<
^<nok<\¯kIl`okEI¯n`¯Q]hk`tI¯`k¯I^P<^EI¯G<Q\w¯\QNIµ

�N¯w`o¯{^G¯D`nP¯Q^¯nPI¯l<]I¯lI^nI^EI¶¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nP<n¯lI^nI^EI¯Q^¯D`nP¯E`\`klµ


kµ¯.onP¯/P<Gw¯/`\Sl¯u<l¯hozz\IGµ

�n¯u<l¯nPI¯I<k\w¯����lµ¯.onP¯/P<Gw¯u<l¯<

w`o^O¯<kEP<I`\`OQln°uP`¯u<l¯u`k[Q^O

`^¯<¯lQnI¯Q^¯+Iko¶¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯uPIkI¯lPI

u<l¯D`k^µ¯0PI¯lQnI¶¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¶¯P<G

]<^w¯hwk<]QGl¯<^G¯`nPIk¯]<llQtI
ln`^I¯lnkoEnokIlµ¯0PI¯\<kOIln¯hwk<]QG

u<l¯���¯NIIn¯n<\\¯<^G¯<l¯uQGI¯<l¯N`ok

N``nD<\\¯{I\Glµ¯
oQ\GQ^O¯nPIlI¯u<l¯<

PoOI¯<EE`]h\QlP]I^n¯N`k¯<^¯<^EQI^n

l`EQInwµ

�n¯`nPIk¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\°lQnIl¯Q^¯+Iko¶

hQIEIl¯`N¯Dk`[I^¯h`nnIkw¯E`tIkIG¯nPI

Ok`o^Gµ¯
on¯<l¯]oEP¯<l¯nPIw¯lI<kEPIG¶¯/P<Gw¯<^G¯PIk¯EkIu¯`N¯kIlI<kEPIkl¯E`o\G¯^`n¯{^G

Dk`[I^¯h`nnIkw¯<^wuPIkIµ¯
QG¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPQl¯l`EQInw¯N<Q\¯n`¯{kI¯h`nnIkw¯<n¯<¯nQ]I¯uPI^¯<\\¯`N

nPIQk¯^IQOPD`kl¯E`o\G¯G`¯l`¼

/P<Gw¯GQG¯^`n¯nPQ^[¯nPQl¯u<l¯h`llQD\Iµ¯/PI¯P<G¯<¯GQNNIkI^n¯nPI`kwµ¯
on¯lPI¯P<G¯n`¯hk`tI¯Qnµ

�^¯����¶¯lPI¯<^G¯PIk¯kIlI<kEP¯nI<]¯{^<\\w¯N`o^G¯<^¯`DYIEn¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯lI^G¯N`k¯E<kD`^

G<nQ^Oµ°�n¯u<l¯<^¯<^EQI^n¯D<O¯u`tI^¯Nk`]¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯N`o^G¯Q^lQGI¯<¯hwk<]QG¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯u<l

olIG¯n`¯P<o\¯DoQ\GQ^O¯ln`^Ilµ¯7PI^¯nPI¯kIh`kn¯E<]I¯D<E[¶¯Qn¯hk`tIG¯PIk¯nPI`kw¯nP<n¯nPQl¯lQnI

u<l¯ItI^¯`\GIk nP<^¯nPI¯Q^tI^nQ`^¯`N¯h`nnIkw¯`^¯nPI¯E`^nQ^I^nµ¯/EQI^EI¯hk`tIG¯nP<n¯�<k<\Æ

/ohI¯u<l¯��¯EI^nokQIl¯`\GIk¯nP<^¯<^w`^I¯P<G¯ItIk¯nP`oOPnµ¯/PI¯P<G¯QGI^nQ{IG¯nPI¯`\GIln
[^`u^¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<lµ

/P<Gw¯<^G¯PIk¯nI<]¯P<G¯`nPIk¯DQO¯hozz\Il¯n`¯l`\tI¯<D`on¯�<k<\Æ/ohIµ
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An Inca quipu. Image by Claus Ableiter via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

0PI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPQl¯l`EQInw¯hk<EnQEIG¯N<k]Q^O¯olQ^O¯QkkQO<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯<¯^I<kDw¯kQtIkµ¯
on¯nPIw¯GQG

^`n¯Ok`u¯<^w¯EIkI<\¯Ok<Q^lµ¯7QnP`on¯<¯EIkI<\°Ok<Q^¶¯P`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯NIIG¯nPIQk¯\<kOI¯h`ho\<nQ`^¼

�^G¯uPw¯GQG¯nPIw¯N<k]¯l`¯]oEP¯E`nn`^¯Q^lnI<G¼¯#^I¯<^luIk¯E<]I¯Nk`]¯nPI¯^o]Ik`ol

<^EQI^n¯{lP¯D`^Il¯N`o^G¯<n¯�<k<\Æ/ohIµ°/P<Gw¯GQlE`tIkIG¯nP<n¯nPI¯Q^\<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ
/ohI¯]<GI¯\<kOI¯E`nn`^¯{lPQ^O¯^Inl¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI¯E`<lnµ¯�^¯kInok^¶¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI

E`<ln¯lohh\QIG¯nPI¯EQnw¯uQnP¯{lPµ¯/P<Gw¯P<G¯lP`u^¯nP<n¯nPIlI¯hI`h\I¯GItI\`hIG¯<¯E``hIk<nQtI

u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯nP<n¯PI\hIG¯D`nP¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯n`¯nPkQtI¯<^G¯\QtI¯Q^¯hI<EIµ

.onP¯/P<Gw¯<^G¯`nPIk¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯lnQ\\¯u`k[¯<n¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¯n`G<wµ¯0PIw¯[IIh¯{^GQ^O¯^Iu

lokhkQlIlµ¯�`^O¯<O`¶¯hI`h\I¯^`nQEIG¯nPIkI¯u<l¯<\]`ln¯^`¯<kn¯`k¯GIE`k<nQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯OQ<^n

lnkoEnokIlµ¯
on¯<¯kIlI<kEP¯nI<]¯kIEI^n\w¯N`o^G¯G`zI^l¯`N¯|onIl¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯hI\QE<^¯D`^Il

Q^lQGI¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Olµ¯Ê+I\QE<^l¯<kI¯<¯nwhI¯`N¯\<kOI¯u<nIk¯DQkGµË¯0PIlI¯<^EQI^n¯|onIl¯<kI

ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯nPQl¯l`EQInw¯I^Y`wIG¯]olQEµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯^`¯lQO^l¯`N¯<¯ukQnnI^¯\<^Oo<OI

<n¯�<k<\Æ/ohIµ
on¯kIlI<kEPIkl¯GQG

o^E`tIk¯<^¯<knQN<En¯nPIw¯nPQ^[¯Ql¯< quipu·

<¯E\olnIk¯`N¯lnkQ^Ol¯nQIG¯uQnP¯[^`nlµ

-oQhol uIkI¯olIG¯Dw¯]oEP¯\<nIk¯/`onP

�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯<^G

[IIh¯kIE`kGlµ¯.onP¯/P<Gw¯DI\QItIl¯nP<n

nPI¯<^EQI^n¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI

Q^tI^nIG¯nPQl¯lwlnI]¯N`k¯hkIlIktQ^O

[^`u\IGOI¶¯Don¯^`n¯<\\¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl

<OkII¯uQnP¯PIkµ

�l¯N<k¯<l¯nPI¯]QllQ^O¯h`nnIkw¶¯kIlI<kEPIkl

ItI^no<\\w¯\I<k^IG¯nP<n¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¯olIG¯\<kOI¯GkQIG¯ho]h[Q^l¯`k¯O`okGl

Q^lnI<G¯`N¯h`nnIkw¯n`¯E`^n<Q^¯lIIGl¯<^G¯ln`kI¯N``Gµ

�\\¯`N¯nPIlI¯GQlE`tIkQIl¯P<tI¯PI\hIG¯n`¯kIE`^lnkoEn¯nPI¯G<Q\w¯\QNI¯`N¯<¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<^

EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯nP<n¯Ql¯<l¯`\G¯<l¯<^EQI^n¯�Owhnµ

Text sources:

“First City in the New World?,” Smithsonian Magazine, August 2002.

“Norte Chico civilization,” The New World Encyclopedia.

Hirst, K. Kris. 2019. “The Norte Chico Civilization of South America.” ThoughtCo. March 3.
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Directions: After reading, use this chart to organize your ideas. Under the correct heading,

write a summary of each sentence you underlined.

Organizing people to solve a problem Using a natural resource
to improve or enhance daily life
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Comparing Diets of Three Ancient Societies (Sentence Starters)

Directions: Featured below are typical “dinner menus” from three societies of the ancient

world on three different continents (Asia, Africa, and South America).

With a partner, discuss what you notice about the three lists, focusing on similarities
and differences.

Then work together to answer the questions below the menus.

Ancient Mesopotamia

(Asia)

Ancient Ethiopia

(Africa)

Ancient Andes

(South America)

Barley (in breads and
stews)

Wheat

Chickpeas

Lentils

Honey

Onions

Sometimes meat and
milk from sheep

Barley (in breads and
stews)

Wheat

Chickpeas

Lentils

Honey

Ensete (Ethiopian
banana)

Sometimes meat and
milk from cows

Quinoa (in breads
and stews)

Potatoes

Maize (corn)

Chili peppers

Llama jerky

1. What could explain the similarities among the menus?

One reason the menus are similar could be…  

2. What could explain the differences among the menus?

One reason the menus are different could be…
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Text sources:

Brothwell, Don and Patricia Brothwell. 1998. Food in Antiquity: A Survey of the Diet of Early People. Johns

Hopkins Press.

"Ancient Mesopotamian foods" (FoodTimeline library)

Burger, Richard and Nikolaas Van Der Merwe. 1990. “Maize and the Origin of Highland Chavín Civilization:

An Isotopic Perspective.” American Anthropologist. March, pp. 85-95.

Anwar, Yasmin. 2021. “The superfoods that fueled ancient Andeans through 2,500 years of turmoil.”

PhysOrg. November 30.

"Feasting with the Ancients: Ethiopian Food" (Ethiopian Food)

McCann, James C. 2009. Stirring the Pot: A History of African Cuisine. Ohio University Press.
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Caral-Supe archaeological site. Image by AlisonRuthHughes

via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Old Society, New Discoveries (Sentence Frames)

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯hk`tQGI¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯nPI¯�<k<\Æ/ohI
hI`h\I¯l`\tQ^O¯hk`D\I]l¯<^G¯Q]hk`tQ^O¯nPIQk¯\QtIlµ

1^GIk\Q^I¯uQnP¯`^I¯E`\`k¯<^w¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯lP`u¯Q^P<DQn<^nl¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI
`kO<^QzQ^O¯hI`h\I¯n`¯l`\tI¯<¯hk`D\I]µ

1^GIk\Q^I¯uQnP¯<¯lIE`^G¯E`\`k¯<^w¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯lP`u¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¯olQ^O¯<
^<nok<\¯kIl`okEI¯n`¯Q]hk`tI¯`k¯I^P<^EI¯G<Q\w¯\QNIµ

�N¯w`o¯{^G¯D`nP¯Q^¯nPI¯l<]I¯lI^nI^EI¶¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nP<n¯lI^nI^EI¯Q^¯D`nP¯E`\`klµ


kµ¯.onP¯/P<Gw¯/`\Sl¯u<l¯hozz\IGµ

�n¯u<l¯nPI¯I<k\w¯����lµ¯.onP¯/P<Gw¯u<l¯<

w`o^O¯<kEP<I`\`OQln°uP`¯u<l¯u`k[Q^O

`^¯<¯lQnI¯Q^¯+Iko¶¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯uPIkI¯lPI

u<l¯D`k^µ¯0PI¯lQnI¶¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¶¯P<G

]<^w¯hwk<]QGl¯<^G¯`nPIk¯]<llQtI
ln`^I¯lnkoEnokIlµ¯0PI¯\<kOIln¯hwk<]QG

u<l¯���¯NIIn¯n<\\¯<^G¯<l¯uQGI¯<l¯N`ok

N``nD<\\¯{I\Glµ¯
oQ\GQ^O¯nPIlI¯u<l¯<

PoOI¯<EE`]h\QlP]I^n¯N`k¯<^¯<^EQI^n

l`EQInwµ

�n¯`nPIk¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\°lQnIl¯Q^¯+Iko¶

hQIEIl¯`N¯Dk`[I^¯h`nnIkw¯E`tIkIG¯nPI

Ok`o^Gµ¯
on¯<l¯]oEP¯<l¯nPIw¯lI<kEPIG¶¯/P<Gw¯<^G¯PIk¯EkIu¯`N¯kIlI<kEPIkl¯E`o\G¯^`n¯{^G

Dk`[I^¯h`nnIkw¯<^wuPIkIµ¯
QG¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPQl¯l`EQInw¯N<Q\¯n`¯{kI¯h`nnIkw¯<n¯<¯nQ]I¯uPI^¯<\\¯`N

nPIQk¯^IQOPD`kl¯E`o\G¯G`¯l`¼

/P<Gw¯GQG¯^`n¯nPQ^[¯nPQl¯u<l¯h`llQD\Iµ¯/PI¯P<G¯<¯GQNNIkI^n¯nPI`kwµ¯
on¯lPI¯P<G¯n`¯hk`tI¯Qnµ

�^¯����¶¯lPI¯<^G¯PIk¯kIlI<kEP¯nI<]¯{^<\\w¯N`o^G¯<^¯`DYIEn¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯lI^G¯N`k¯E<kD`^

G<nQ^Oµ°�n¯u<l¯<^¯<^EQI^n¯D<O¯u`tI^¯Nk`]¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯N`o^G¯Q^lQGI¯<¯hwk<]QG¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯u<l

olIG¯n`¯P<o\¯DoQ\GQ^O¯ln`^Ilµ¯7PI^¯nPI¯kIh`kn¯E<]I¯D<E[¶¯Qn¯hk`tIG¯PIk¯nPI`kw¯nP<n¯nPQl¯lQnI

u<l¯ItI^¯`\GIk nP<^¯nPI¯Q^tI^nQ`^¯`N¯h`nnIkw¯`^¯nPI¯E`^nQ^I^nµ¯/EQI^EI¯hk`tIG¯nP<n¯�<k<\Æ

/ohI¯u<l¯��¯EI^nokQIl¯`\GIk¯nP<^¯<^w`^I¯P<G¯ItIk¯nP`oOPnµ¯/PI¯P<G¯QGI^nQ{IG¯nPI¯`\GIln
[^`u^¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<lµ

/P<Gw¯<^G¯PIk¯nI<]¯P<G¯`nPIk¯DQO¯hozz\Il¯n`¯l`\tI¯<D`on¯�<k<\Æ/ohIµ
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An Inca quipu. Image by Claus Ableiter via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

0PI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPQl¯l`EQInw¯hk<EnQEIG¯N<k]Q^O¯olQ^O¯QkkQO<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯<¯^I<kDw¯kQtIkµ¯
on¯nPIw¯GQG

^`n¯Ok`u¯<^w¯EIkI<\¯Ok<Q^lµ¯7QnP`on¯<¯EIkI<\°Ok<Q^¶¯P`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯NIIG¯nPIQk¯\<kOI¯h`ho\<nQ`^¼

�^G¯uPw¯GQG¯nPIw¯N<k]¯l`¯]oEP¯E`nn`^¯Q^lnI<G¼¯#^I¯<^luIk¯E<]I¯Nk`]¯nPI¯^o]Ik`ol

<^EQI^n¯{lP¯D`^Il¯N`o^G¯<n¯�<k<\Æ/ohIµ°/P<Gw¯GQlE`tIkIG¯nP<n¯nPI¯Q^\<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ
/ohI¯]<GI¯\<kOI¯E`nn`^¯{lPQ^O¯^Inl¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI¯E`<lnµ¯�^¯kInok^¶¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI

E`<ln¯lohh\QIG¯nPI¯EQnw¯uQnP¯{lPµ¯/P<Gw¯P<G¯lP`u^¯nP<n¯nPIlI¯hI`h\I¯GItI\`hIG¯<¯E``hIk<nQtI

u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯nP<n¯PI\hIG¯D`nP¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯n`¯nPkQtI¯<^G¯\QtI¯Q^¯hI<EIµ

.onP¯/P<Gw¯<^G¯`nPIk¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯lnQ\\¯u`k[¯<n¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¯n`G<wµ¯0PIw¯[IIh¯{^GQ^O¯^Iu

lokhkQlIlµ¯�`^O¯<O`¶¯hI`h\I¯^`nQEIG¯nPIkI¯u<l¯<\]`ln¯^`¯<kn¯`k¯GIE`k<nQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯OQ<^n

lnkoEnokIlµ¯
on¯<¯kIlI<kEP¯nI<]¯kIEI^n\w¯N`o^G¯G`zI^l¯`N¯|onIl¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯hI\QE<^¯D`^Il

Q^lQGI¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Olµ¯Ê+I\QE<^l¯<kI¯<¯nwhI¯`N¯\<kOI¯u<nIk¯DQkGµË¯0PIlI¯<^EQI^n¯|onIl¯<kI

ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯nPQl¯l`EQInw¯I^Y`wIG¯]olQEµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯^`¯lQO^l¯`N¯<¯ukQnnI^¯\<^Oo<OI

<n¯�<k<\Æ/ohIµ
on¯kIlI<kEPIkl¯GQG

o^E`tIk¯<^¯<knQN<En¯nPIw¯nPQ^[¯Ql¯< quipu·

<¯E\olnIk¯`N¯lnkQ^Ol¯nQIG¯uQnP¯[^`nlµ

-oQhol uIkI¯olIG¯Dw¯]oEP¯\<nIk¯/`onP

�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯<^G

[IIh¯kIE`kGlµ¯.onP¯/P<Gw¯DI\QItIl¯nP<n

nPI¯<^EQI^n¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI

Q^tI^nIG¯nPQl¯lwlnI]¯N`k¯hkIlIktQ^O

[^`u\IGOI¶¯Don¯^`n¯<\\¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl

<OkII¯uQnP¯PIkµ

�l¯N<k¯<l¯nPI¯]QllQ^O¯h`nnIkw¶¯kIlI<kEPIkl

ItI^no<\\w¯\I<k^IG¯nP<n¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<k<\Æ/ohI¯olIG¯\<kOI¯GkQIG¯ho]h[Q^l¯`k¯O`okGl

Q^lnI<G¯`N¯h`nnIkw¯n`¯E`^n<Q^¯lIIGl¯<^G¯ln`kI¯N``Gµ

�\\¯`N¯nPIlI¯GQlE`tIkQIl¯P<tI¯PI\hIG¯n`¯kIE`^lnkoEn¯nPI¯G<Q\w¯\QNI¯`N¯<¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<^

EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯nP<n¯Ql¯<l¯`\G¯<l¯<^EQI^n¯�Owhnµ

Text sources:

“First City in the New World?,” Smithsonian Magazine, August 2002.

“Norte Chico civilization,” The New World Encyclopedia.

Hirst, K. Kris. 2019. “The Norte Chico Civilization of South America.” ThoughtCo. March 3.
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Directions: After reading, use this chart to organize your ideas. Under the correct heading,

write a summary of each sentence you underlined. You can use the sentence frames below to
help you.

Sentence Frames:
They used ___ to help them ___.

The people of Caral-Supe used ___ as a natural resource to ___.

They traded ___ for ___.

Organizing people to solve a problem Using a natural resource
to improve or enhance daily life
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Olmec Background

Directions: As you hear about each topic from your peers, record your learnings under each

question below.

What religious beliefs did the Olmec people have? How does this connect to natural

resources?

How did the Olmec people pass along knowledge? How does this connect to natural

resources?

What did the Olmec people do for recreation? How does this connect to natural resources?

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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How did the Olmec people feed their community? How does this connect to natural

resources?

What skills and technologies were developed by the Olmec people? How does this connect

to natural resources?

What forms of art were created by the Olmec people? How does this connect to natural

resources?

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Olmec Innovation Research

Part 1: Understanding Sources

Directions: �^O<OI¯Q^¯nPI¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯/`okEIl¯k`onQ^I¯Dw¯<^luIkQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯I<EP

l`okEI¯D<lIG¯`^¯uP<n¯w`o¯`DlIktI¯<^G¯kI<Gµ¯0PI^¯E`^^IEn¯w`ok¯{^GQ^Ol¯uQnP¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O

-oIlnQ`^µ

Source 1: Il`<]IkQE<^¯hI`h\I¯hIkNIEnIG¯GIn<Q\l¯`N¯koDDIk¯hk`EIllQ^O¯]`kI¯nP<^¯�¶���¯wI<kl

<O`µ¯Ê+Pwlµ`kOË

Observe:°/E<^¯nPI¯<knQE\Iµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ 7P`¯]<GI¯nPI¯l`okEI¶¯<^G¯uPI^¼

Read: �\`lI\w¯kI<G¯nPI¯nIvnµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯DI\`uµ

�µ 
`Il¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯]`ln\w¯hkIlI^n¯N<Enl¯`k¯`hQ^Q`^l¼¯�vh\<Q^¯w`ok¯kI<l`^Q^Oµ

Source 2: �^EQI^n¯�Ok<kQ<^¯/`EQInQIl·¯0PI¯#\]IE¯<^G¯�P<tS^¯Ê#�.¯+k`YIEnË

Observe:°/E<^¯nPI¯<knQE\Iµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ 7P`¯]<GI¯nPI¯l`okEI¼

Read: �\`lI\w¯kI<G¯nPI¯nIvnµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯DI\`uµ

�µ 
`Il¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯]`ln\w¯hkIlI^n¯N<Enl¯`k¯`hQ^Q`^l¼¯�vh\<Q^¯w`ok¯kI<l`^Q^Oµ
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Source 3: Olmec (Britannica Online)

Observe: Scan the article. Then answer the questions below.

1. Who made the source?

Read: Closely read the text. Then answer the question below.

2. Does this source mostly present facts or opinions? Explain your reasoning.

Connect: Think about all three sources that you read, and answer the question below.

Which source about the Olmec people is most useful and reliable to help us answer

the Cluster 2 Supporting Question? Explain your reasoning.

Cluster 2 Supporting Question: How did early complex societies in the Americas solve

problems using natural resources?

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Part 2: Research

Directions: Using the Investigating Sources routine, observe and read each source again,

recording information to help answer the research question below.

Research Question: What challenges did the Olmec face in daily life, and how did

rubber help them solve problems and create new opportunities?

Source 1: Mesoamerican people perfected details of rubber processing more than 3,000 years

ago. (Phys.org)

Observe
What document features are there?
(Type of document, photographs, maps)

Read
How did the Olmec use rubber?
(Direct quote, summary in your own
words)

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Source 2: Ancient Agrarian Societies: The Olmec and Chavín (OER Project)

Observe
What document features are there?
(Type of document, photographs, maps)

Read
How did the Olmec use rubber?
(Direct quote, summary in your own
words)

Source 3: Olmec (Britannica Online)

Observe
What document features are there?
(Type of document, photographs, maps)

Read
How did the Olmec use rubber?
(Direct quote, summary in your own
words)
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Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 3: Connect

Directions: Now that you’ve investigated all three sources, answer the question below.

How did the Olmec people’s use of rubber help them solve problems or create new

opportunities in their society?
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Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Viewing Assignment Cards

What religious beliefs did

the Olmec people have?

How did the Olmec people

feed their community?

How did the Olmec people
pass along knowledge?

What skills and technologies

were developed by the
Olmec people?

What did the Olmec people
do for recreation?

What forms of art were

created by the Olmec
people?

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Material

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Olmec Innovation Research (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Understanding Sources

Directions: �^O<OI¯Q^¯nPI¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯/`okEIl¯k`onQ^I¯Dw¯<^luIkQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯I<EP

l`okEI¯D<lIG¯`^¯uP<n¯w`o¯`DlIktI¯<^G¯kI<Gµ¯0PI^¯E`^^IEn¯w`ok¯{^GQ^Ol¯uQnP¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O

-oIlnQ`^µ

Source 1:  Il`<]IkQE<^¯hI`h\I¯hIkNIEnIG¯GIn<Q\l¯`N¯koDDIk¯hk`EIllQ^O¯]`kI¯nP<^¯�¶���¯wI<kl

<O`µ¯Ê+Pwlµ`kOË

Observe:°/E<^¯nPI¯<knQE\Iµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ 7P`¯]<GI¯nPI¯l`okEI¶¯<^G¯uPI^¼

This source was made in _ (year)_ by ___.

Read: �\`lI\w¯kI<G¯nPI¯nIvnµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯DI\`uµ

�µ 
`Il¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯]`ln\w¯hkIlI^n¯N<Enl¯`k¯`hQ^Q`^l¼¯�vh\<Q^¯w`ok¯kI<l`^Q^Oµ

This source mostly presents __(facts/opinions)__. I know this because ___.

Source 2: �^EQI^n¯�Ok<kQ<^¯/`EQInQIl·¯0PI¯#\]IE¯<^G¯�P<tS^¯Ê#�.¯+k`YIEnË

Observe:°/E<^¯nPI¯<knQE\Iµ¯0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ 7P`¯]<GI¯nPI¯l`okEI¼

This source was made by ___.
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Read: Closely read the text. Then answer the question below.

2. Does this source mostly present facts or opinions? Explain your reasoning.

This source mostly presents __(facts/opinions)__. I know this because ___.

Source 3: Olmec (Britannica Online)

Observe: Scan the article. Then answer the questions below.

1. Who made the source?

This source was made by ___.

Read: Closely read the text. Then answer the question below.

2. Does this source mostly present facts or opinions? Explain your reasoning.

This source mostly presents __(facts/opinions)__. I know this because ___.

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Connect: Think about all three sources that you read, and answer the question below.

Which source about the Olmec people is most useful and reliable to help us answer

the Cluster 2 Supporting Question? Explain your reasoning.

Cluster 2 Supporting Question: How did early complex societies in the Americas solve
problems using natural resources?

___ is a reliable source to use to answer the Cluster 2 Supporting Question because ___.

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2: Research

Directions: Using the Investigating Sources routine, observe and read each source again,

recording information to help answer the research question below.

Research Question: What challenges did the Olmec face in daily life, and how did

rubber help them solve problems and create new opportunities?

Source 1: Mesoamerican people perfected details of rubber processing more than 3,000 years

ago. (Phys.org)

Observe
What document features are there?
(Type of document, photographs, maps)

Some document features include…

Read
How did the Olmec use rubber?
(Direct quote, summary in your own
words)

The Olmec used rubber to…

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Source 2: Ancient Agrarian Societies: The Olmec and Chavín (OER Project)

Observe
What document features are there?
(Type of document, photographs, maps)

Some document features include…

Read
How did the Olmec use rubber?
(Direct quote, summary in your own
words)

The Olmec used rubber to…

Source 3: Olmec (Britannica Online)

Observe
What document features are there?
(Type of document, photographs, maps)

Some document features include…

Read
How did the Olmec use rubber?
(Direct quote, summary in your own
words)

The Olmec used rubber to…

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 3: Connect

Directions: Now that you’ve investigated all three sources, answer the question below.

How did the Olmec people’s use of rubber help them solve problems or create new

opportunities in their society?

Sentence Starters:

The Olmec used rubber to…

This solved the problem of…

Rubber was important for their daily life because…

Lesson 7: Nature and Innovation in Olmec Society
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Identifying Relevant Sources

Directions: Look back at the sources you used during your research on the ancient complex

societies of Caral-Supe and the Olmec. Use these articles and handouts to help you respond

to the questions below.

Article: “Old
Society, New
Discoveries”

Student
handout:
Comparing
Diets of Three
Ancient
Societies

Phys.org article:
“Mesoamerican
people
perfected
details of
rubber
processing
more than
3,000 years
ago.”

OER Project
article: “Ancient
Agrarian
Societies: The
Olmec and
Chavín”

Britannica Kids
article: “Olmec”

1. What is one example from your research that shows how either the Caral-Supe or the

Olmec used natural resources in creative or useful ways? (Use a quote or describe key details

from a source.)

2. What source did you reference to answer the question above? (Write the title or author of

the source.)

3. Was this source a primary or secondary source? How do you know?

Lesson 9: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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4. Who created this source? What do you know about them? (Think about their background

or expertise.)

5. When and where was this source created? (Include the date and place if available.)

6. Who was the intended audience for this source? How can you tell?

7. Did the source mostly present facts or opinions? Give one example.

8. Do you think this is a credible (trustworthy) source? Why or why not?

(Use what you wrote above to explain your thinking.)

Lesson 9: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2: Making a Claim Using Evidence

Directions: Answer the following question as you reference your class notes. Use the space

below to:

Make a claim

Support your claim with evidence

Explain why it matters

How did ancient complex societies in the Americas use natural resources to solve problems or

meet their needs? Why were these innovations important?

Lesson 9: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Identifying Relevant Sources

Directions: Look back at the sources you used during your research on the ancient complex

societies of Caral-Supe and the Olmec. Use these articles and handouts to help you respond

to the questions below.

Article: “Old
Society, New
Discoveries”

Student
handout:
Comparing
Diets of Three
Ancient
Societies

Phys.org article:
“Mesoamerican
people
perfected
details of
rubber
processing
more than
3,000 years
ago.”

OER Project
article: “Ancient
Agrarian
Societies: The
Olmec and
Chavín”

Britannica Kids
article: “Olmec”

1. What is one example from your research that shows how either the Caral-Supe or the

Olmec used natural resources in creative or useful ways? (Use a quote or describe key details

from a source.)

One example of how the ___ used natural resources is ___. According to the source, “___.”

2. What source did you reference to answer the question above? (Write the title or author of

the source.)

The most helpful source was ___.

3. Was this source a primary or secondary source? How do you know?

It was a __(primary/secondary)__ source because ___.

Lesson 9: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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4. Who created this source? What do you know about them? (Think about their background

or expertise.)

This source was made by ___. I know that the author ___.

5. When and where was this source created? (Include the date and place if available.)

The source was created in __ (year) __ in __ (place)__.

6. Who was the intended audience for this source? How can you tell?

The source was written for ___. I know this because ___.

7. Did the source mostly present facts or opinions? Give one example.

The source mostly gave __(facts/opinions)__. One example is ___.

8. Do you think this is a credible (trustworthy) source? Why or why not? (Use what you wrote

above to explain your thinking.)

I think this source is __ (trustworthy/not trustworthy)__ because ___.

Lesson 9: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2: Making a Claim Using Evidence

Directions: Answer the following question as you reference your class notes. Use the space

below to:

Make a claim

Support your claim with evidence

Explain why it matters

How did ancient complex societies in the Americas use natural resources to solve problems or

meet their needs? Why were these innovations important?

Ancient societies like the ___ used natural resources to ___. This innovation was important
because ___.

Lesson 9: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Rise of Teotihuacan

Part 1 Directions:°0<[I¯nok^l¯kI<GQ^O¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<\`oG¯Êk`o^GÆk`DQ^¯lnw\IË¯uQnP¯w`ok¯Ok`ohµ¯�l
w`o¯kI<G¶¯PQOP\QOPn¯<^w¯lohIk\<nQtI¯u`kGl¯`k¯hPk<lIl¯w`o¯{^Gµ¯�NnIk¯kI<GQ^O¯nPk`oOP¯nPI
<knQE\I¯`^EI¶¯kI|IEn¯`^¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯nP<n¯PI\h¯ol¯DInnIk¯o^GIkln<^G¯uP<n¯\QNI¯\``[IG¯\Q[I¯Q^
0I`nQPo<E<^µ

Why Was Teotihuacan the Most Important
Ancient Mesoamerican City?

Dw¯ QEP<I\¯�µ¯/]QnP¶¯�kQz`^<¯/n<nI¯1^QtIklQnw
Ê<G<hnIG¯Dw¯+kQ]<kw¯/`okEI¯Nk`]¯"Teotihuacan, Ancient Mesoamerican Metropolis"°<^G¯olIG
uQnP¯hIk]QllQ`^Ë

6QIu¯G`u^¯nPI¯�tI^oI¯`N¯nPI¯
I<G¶¯Nk`]¯nPI¯+wk<]QG¯`N¯nPI¯ ``^µ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯�`P<^^Il¯�kolI¯tQ<¯|QE[k¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

�QtI¯kI<l`^l¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯Ql¯nPI¯]`ln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯`N¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l·

1. Teotihuacan was one of the earliest cities in the New World.
0I`nQPo<E<^¯ÊÚ0I`Ú¯N`k¯lP`knË¯u<l¯<^¯I<k\w¯EQnw¯Q^¯EI^nk<\¯ IvQE`¶¯EIkn<Q^\w¯nPI¯I<k\QIln¯\<kOI¯EQnw
Q^¯nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯0I`¯u<l¯N`o^GIG¯lItIk<\¯EI^nokQIl¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯�`]]`^¯�k<µ¯�n¯kI<EPIG¯Qnl
PIQOPn¯DInuII^¯<D`on¯���¯<^G¯���¯��µ

2. Teotihuacan was one of the largest cities in the world.
0I`nQPo<E<^Õl¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯Ql¯IlnQ]<nIG¯<n¯<k`o^G¯���¶���¯kIlQGI^nlµ¯0PIw¯\QtIG¯Q^¯<^¯okD<^
<kI<¯\<kOIk¯nP<^¯��¯ljo<kI¯]Q\Ilµ¯
okQ^O¯0I`Õl¯I<k\w¯hIkQ`G¶¯�`^ln<^nQ^`h\I¯P<G¯`tIk¯���¶���
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Map of Teotihuacan. Image

courtesy of the Teotihuacan

Mapping Project

(downloadable Teotihuacan

Map)

Map of Teotihuacan layout. Image by Rene

Millon via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA

4.0.

residents. By the end of Teo's height, Chang'an in China had that many people or more.
Teotihuacan was not far behind, and it was clearly the largest city in the Americas.

3. Teotihuacan was the most extensively planned ancient city in the New World.
After an initial period of settlement, the city was rebuilt following an orthogonal grid plan.
(Orthogonal means having lines that are perpendicular or form right angles.) Nearly every
one of the several thousand buildings was lined up with the north-south alignment of the
"Avenue of the Dead" (in yellow on the map). The grid layout of Teo suggests that its rulers
had considerable control and power to enforce their will. They destroyed irrigated farmland
for urban development and made all buildings conform to the main grid. Urban planning in
ancient cities can be measured by the degree of coordination among buildings and spaces
(very high at Teo). It can also be measured by the area to which the planning is applied (again,
large at Teo).
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Teotihuacan looked more like a modern city than other ancient cities did. Of course, cities
from the past should not be judged by comparing them to modern-day cities. But it is
striking how much Teotihuacan looks like a modern city. The major features that the city
shares with US grid-planned cities include its use of orthogonal grid planning and its large
size. Another feature it shares with modern cities is its overall spatial pattern. In most modern
cities, civic buildings are in the center, and low-rise residences spread out for miles. Buildings
were organized in a similar way in Teo.
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4. Teotihuacan was the setting for a radical social experiment.

Teotihuacan stands out as radically different from most Mesoamerican cities. The housing, in
the form of large multifamily apartment compounds, is unusual in two ways. One, it is highly
standardized. And two, each family’s house is much larger and more luxurious than in other
cities. The walls are plastered and painted with colorful fresco murals of gods and rituals
(using the same methods used much later by Michelangelo to paint the walls of Rome’s
Sistine Chapel). Also, it appears that Teotihuacan was ruled by a council of some sort and not
by a powerful king. There are no sculptures or paintings of their faces. Archaeologists are not
even sure which building was the royal palace.
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5. Teotihuacan’s trading and conquests affected much of Mesoamerica.
0PI¯N`kIQO^¯Q^|oI^EI¯`N¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯u<l¯nPI¯OkI<nIln¯`N¯<^w¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯EQnwµ¯�Qkln¶¯0I`
u<l¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯`N¯<¯l]<\\¯I]hQkI¯nP<n¯E`^joIkIG¯]oEP¯`N¯EI^nk<\¯ IvQE`µ¯0I`¯I^O<OIG¯Q^
nk<GI¯uQnP¯]`ln¯`N¯nPI¯[^`u^¯h<knl¯`N¯ Il`<]IkQE<µ¯�nl¯]IkEP<^nl¯`k¯`N{EQ<\l¯E`^nk`\\IG¯nPI
]<Y`k¯`DlQGQ<^À¯jo<kkQIl¯^I<k¯+<EPoE<¶¯<^G¯nPI¯GQlnQ^EnQtI¯OkII^ÆnQ^nIG¯+<EPoE<¯`DlQGQ<^
u<l°nk<GIG¯Dw¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯]IkEP<^nl¯n`¯nPI¯ <w<¯kIOQ`^¯<^G¯DIw`^Gµ

Pachuca obsidian blade. Image courtesy of

NOAA-OER.

�^G¯nPI^¯<^`nPIk¯[Q^G¯`N¯0I`¯Q^|oI^EIÈ<kEPQnIEnokI¯<^G¯k`w<\¯lnw\IlÈ<\l`¯lhkI<G
nPk`oOP`on¯ Il`<]IkQE<¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯ <w<¯kI<\]µ¯0I`Ûl¯lnw\I¯u<l¯nPI¯ÚQ^Ú¯lnw\I¯`N¯Qnl
hIkQ`Gµ¯�Q^Ol¯<\\¯`tIk¯ Il`<]IkQE<¯DoQ\n¯nI]h\Il¯Q^¯nPI¯GQlnQ^EnQtI¯0I`¯lnw\I¶¯<^G¯0I`nQPo<E<^
k`w<\¯E`lno]I¯I\I]I^nl¯DIE<]I¯nPI¯k<OI¯<]`^O¯ <w<¯[Q^Olµ¯!`¯�znIE¯I]hQkI¶¯nk<GI¶¯`k
lnw\QlnQE¯Q^|oI^EI¯lhkI<G¯^I<k\w¯l`¯N<k¯<l¯nP<n¯`N¯0I`nQPo<E<^µ

Talud-tablero style temple. Image by Steven Newton via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY 2.0.

*a black or green glass-like rock that comes from the cooled lava of volcanoes
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Part 2 Directions: �]<OQ^I¯w`o¯<kI¯<¯PQln`kQ<^¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI¯EQnw¯`N¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯Q^¯GIhnPµ
�t<\o<nI¯nPI¯\Qln¯`N¯l`okEIl¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ¯�GI^nQNw¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEIl¯nP<n
E`o\G¯PI\h¯l`]I`^I¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯0I`nQPo<E<^¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯uP<n¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Qn
E`o\G¯hk`tQGI¯N`k¯w`ok¯kIlI<kEPµ¯1lI¯nPI¯Iv<]h\I¯n`¯OoQGI¯w`ok¯u`k[µ

0PI^¯kI|IEn¯`^¯nPI¯<^<\wlQl¯joIlnQ`^¯DI\`u¯nPI¯EP<knµ

Source Type of source
ÊhkQ]<kw¯`k
lIE`^G<kwË

Information provided about life in
Teotihuacan

Example: The article “Why Was
Teotihuacan the Most Important
Ancient Mesoamerican City?”
written by Michael E. Smith

secondary
Summarizes expert knowledge and
research about various aspects of
life in Teotihuacan

�¯NkIlE`¯]ok<\¯N`o^G¯Q^lQGI¯<^
<h<kn]I^n¯E`]h`o^G

�¯nIvnD``[¯EP<hnIk¯`^
 Il`<]IkQE<^¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^l

.oQ^l¯`N¯<¯]o\nQN<]Q\w
<h<kn]I^n¯E`]h`o^G

�kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯kI]<Q^l¯`N
`DlQGQ<^¯n``\l

�¯G`Eo]I^n<kw¯tQGI`¯<D`on
0I`nQPo<E<^

�Qnw¯\<w`on¯<^G¯`knP`O`^<\
OkQG¯kI]<Q^l

Lesson 10: Teotihuacan: Ancient City of Wonders
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

5

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Which type of source do you think is more reliable when trying to understand life in
Teotihuacan? Why is it helpful to study a mix of primary and secondary sources?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Rise of Teotihuacan (Chunked Text)

Part 1 Directions:°0<[I¯nok^l¯kI<GQ^O¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<\`oG¯Êk`o^GÆk`DQ^¯lnw\IË¯uQnP¯w`ok¯Ok`ohµ¯�l
w`o¯kI<G¶¯PQOP\QOPn¯<^w¯lohIk\<nQtI¯u`kGl¯`k¯hPk<lIl¯w`o¯{^G¯Êu`kGl¯nP<n¯]I<^¯ÚnPI¯]`lnÚ¯`k
ÚnPI¯DIlnÚËµ¯�NnIk¯kI<GQ^O¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯`^EI¶¯kI|IEn¯`^¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯nP<n¯PI\h¯ol¯DInnIk
o^GIkln<^G¯uP<n¯\QNI¯\``[IG¯\Q[I¯Q^¯0I`nQPo<E<^µ

Why Was Teotihuacan the Most Important
Ancient Mesoamerican City?

Dw¯ QEP<I\¯�µ¯/]QnP¶¯�kQz`^<¯/n<nI¯1^QtIklQnw
Ê<G<hnIG¯Nk`]¯"Teotihuacan, Ancient Mesoamerican Metropolis"°<^G¯olIG¯uQnP¯hIk]QllQ`^Ë

6QIu¯G`u^¯nPI¯�tI^oI¯`N¯nPI¯
I<G¶¯Nk`]¯nPI¯+wk<]QG¯`N¯nPI¯ ``^µ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯�`P<^^Il¯�kolI¯tQ<¯|QE[k¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Key Terms 
I{^QnQ`^

fresco <¯[Q^G¯`N¯h<Q^nQ^O¯]<GI¯`^¯uIn¯h\<lnIk¯u<\\l

council <¯Ok`oh¯`N¯\I<GIkl¯uP`¯]<[I¯GIEQlQ`^l¯n`OInPIk

obsidian <¯lPQ^w¯D\<E[¯`k¯OkII^¯k`E[¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯t`\E<^`Il¯<^G¯olIG¯n`

]<[I¯lP<kh¯n``\l
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Map of Teotihuacan. Image

courtesy of the Teotihuacan

Mapping Project

(downloadable Teotihuacan

Map)

Map of Teotihuacan layout. Image by

Rene Millon via Wikimedia Commons,

CC BY-SA 4.0.

Five reasons Teotihuacan is the most important ancient city of the Americas:

1. Teotihuacan was one of the earliest cities in the New World.
Teotihuacan ("Teo" for short) was an early city in central Mexico, certainly the earliest large city
in the region. Teo was founded several centuries before the Common Era. It reached its
height between about 200 and 600 CE.

2. Teotihuacan was one of the largest cities in the world.
Teotihuacan’s population is estimated at around 100,000 residents. They lived in an urban
area larger than 12 square miles. During Teo’s early period, Constantinople had over 400,000
residents. By the end of Teo's height, Chang'an in China had that many people or more.
Teotihuacan was not far behind, and it was clearly the largest city in the Americas.

3. Teotihuacan was the most extensively planned ancient city in the New World.
After an initial period of settlement, the city was rebuilt following an orthogonal grid plan.
(Orthogonal means having lines that are perpendicular or form right angles.) Nearly every
one of the several thousand buildings was lined up with the north-south alignment of the
"Avenue of the Dead" (in yellow on the map).
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The grid layout of Teo suggests that its rulers had considerable control and power to enforce
their will. They destroyed irrigated farmland for urban development and made all buildings
conform to the main grid.

Urban planning in ancient cities can be measured by the degree of coordination among
buildings and spaces (very high at Teo). It can also be measured by the area to which the
planning is applied (again, large at Teo).

Teotihuacan looked more like a modern city than other ancient cities did. Of course, cities
from the past should not be judged by comparing them to modern-day cities. But it is
striking how much Teotihuacan looks like a modern city.

The major features that the city shares with US grid-planned cities include its use of
orthogonal grid planning and its large size. Another feature it shares with modern cities is its
overall spatial pattern. In most modern cities, civic buildings are in the center, and low-rise
residences spread out for miles. Buildings were organized in a similar way in Teo.
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4. Teotihuacan was the setting for a radical social experiment.
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0I`nQPo<E<^¯ln<^Gl¯`on¯<l¯k<GQE<\\w¯GQNNIkI^n¯Nk`]¯]`ln¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯EQnQIlµ¯0PI¯P`olQ^O¶¯Q^
nPI¯N`k]¯`N¯\<kOI¯]o\nQN<]Q\w¯<h<kn]I^n¯E`]h`o^Gl¶¯Ql¯o^olo<\¯Q^¯nu`¯u<wlµ¯#^I¶¯Qn¯Ql¯PQOP\w
ln<^G<kGQzIGµ¯�^G¯nu`¶¯I<EP¯N<]Q\wÕl¯P`olI¯Ql¯]oEP¯\<kOIk¯<^G¯]`kI¯\ovokQ`ol¯nP<^¯Q^¯`nPIk
EQnQIlµ

0PI¯u<\\l¯<kI¯h\<lnIkIG¯<^G¯h<Q^nIG¯uQnP¯E`\`kNo\¯fresco°]ok<\l¯`N¯O`Gl¯<^G¯kQno<\l¯ÊolQ^O¯nPI
l<]I¯]InP`Gl¯olIG¯]oEP¯\<nIk¯Dw¯ QEPI\<^OI\`¯n`¯h<Q^n¯nPI¯u<\\l¯`N¯.`]IÕl¯/QlnQ^I¯�P<hI\Ëµ
�\l`¶¯Qn¯<hhI<kl¯nP<n¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯u<l¯ko\IG¯Dw¯<¯council°`N¯l`]I¯l`kn¯<^G¯^`n¯Dw¯<¯h`uIkNo\
[Q^Oµ¯0PIkI¯<kI¯^`¯lEo\hnokIl¯`k¯h<Q^nQ^Ol¯`N¯nPIQk¯N<EIlµ¯�kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯<kI¯^`n¯ItI^¯lokI
uPQEP¯DoQ\GQ^O¯u<l¯nPI¯k`w<\¯h<\<EIµ

5. Teotihuacan’s trading and conquests affected much of Mesoamerica.
0PI¯N`kIQO^¯Q^|oI^EI¯`N¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯u<l¯nPI¯OkI<nIln¯`N¯<^w¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯EQnwµ¯�Qkln¶¯0I`
u<l¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯`N¯<¯l]<\\¯I]hQkI¯nP<n¯E`^joIkIG¯]oEP¯`N¯EI^nk<\¯ IvQE`µ¯0I`¯I^O<OIG¯Q^
nk<GI¯uQnP¯]`ln¯`N¯nPI¯[^`u^¯h<knl¯`N¯ Il`<]IkQE<µ¯�nl¯]IkEP<^nl¯`k¯`N{EQ<\l¯E`^nk`\\IG¯nPI
]<Y`k¯obsidian°jo<kkQIl¯^I<k¯+<EPoE<¶¯<^G¯nPI¯GQlnQ^EnQtI¯OkII^ÆnQ^nIG¯+<EPoE<¯`DlQGQ<^
u<l°nk<GIG¯Dw¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯]IkEP<^nl¯n`¯nPI¯ <w<¯kIOQ`^¯<^G¯DIw`^Gµ

Pachuca obsidian blade. Image

courtesy of NOAA-OER.

�^G¯nPI^¯<^`nPIk¯[Q^G¯`N¯0I`¯Q^|oI^EIÈ<kEPQnIEnokI¯<^G¯k`w<\¯lnw\IlÈ<\l`¯lhkI<G
nPk`oOP`on¯ Il`<]IkQE<¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯ <w<¯kI<\]µ¯0I`Ûl¯lnw\I¯u<l¯nPI¯ÚQ^Ú¯lnw\I¯`N¯Qnl
hIkQ`Gµ

�Q^Ol¯<\\¯`tIk¯ Il`<]IkQE<¯DoQ\n¯nI]h\Il¯Q^¯nPI¯GQlnQ^EnQtI¯0I`¯lnw\I¶¯<^G¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯k`w<\
E`lno]I¯I\I]I^nl¯DIE<]I¯nPI¯k<OI¯<]`^O¯ <w<¯[Q^Olµ¯!`¯�znIE¯I]hQkI¶¯nk<GI¶¯`k¯lnw\QlnQE
Q^|oI^EI¯lhkI<G¯^I<k\w¯l`¯N<k¯<l¯nP<n¯`N¯0I`nQPo<E<^µ

Talud-tablero style temple. Image by Steven Newton via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.
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Part 2 Directions: �]<OQ^I¯w`o¯<kI¯<¯PQln`kQ<^¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI¯EQnw¯`N¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯Q^¯GIhnPµ
�t<\o<nI¯nPI¯\Qln¯`N¯l`okEIl¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ¯�GI^nQNw¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEIl¯nP<n
E`o\G¯PI\h¯l`]I`^I¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯0I`nQPo<E<^¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯uP<n¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Qn
E`o\G¯hk`tQGI¯N`k¯w`ok¯kIlI<kEPµ¯1lI¯nPI¯Iv<]h\I¯n`¯OoQGI¯w`ok¯u`k[µ

0PI^¯kI|IEn¯`^¯nPI¯<^<\wlQl¯joIlnQ`^¯DI\`u¯nPI¯EP<knµ

Source Type of source
ÊhkQ]<kw¯`k
lIE`^G<kwË

Information provided about life in
Teotihuacan

Example: The article “Why Was
Teotihuacan the Most Important
Ancient Mesoamerican City?”
written by Michael E. Smith

secondary
Summarizes expert knowledge and
research about various aspects of
life in Teotihuacan
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<h<kn]I^n¯E`]h`o^G
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�¯G`Eo]I^n<kw¯tQGI`¯<D`on
0I`nQPo<E<^

�Qnw¯\<w`on¯<^G¯`knP`O`^<\
OkQG¯kI]<Q^l

7PQEP¯nwhI¯`N¯l`okEI¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯Ql¯]`kI¯kI\Q<D\I¯uPI^¯nkwQ^O¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯\QNI¯Q^
0I`nQPo<E<^¼¯7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯lnoGw¯<¯]Qv¯`N¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEIl¼
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Sentence Frames:
I think __(primary/secondary)__ sources are more reliable because ___.

These sources are useful because they ___.

It is helpful to study both types of sources because ___.

Primary sources provide ___, while secondary sources provide ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Virtual Field Trip to Teotihuacan

Directions: Tour the ancient site by visiting Stops 1 and 2. Then answer the questions below.

Screenshot of Teotihuacan from Virtual Field Trip by Arizona State University.

Navigation tips:

Click “Start Trip” to make the white box disappear.

The arrows or green place labels advance you to that location.

Once at a location, you can zoom, click on things, and rotate. You can click and drag to

change your viewpoint.

When you click on pictures or videos, the Media box will open. To close it, click the

green “Media” tab at the top.
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Finding Evidence of Teotihuacan Values and Beliefs


QkIEnQ`^l·¯6QlQn¯nPI¯nu`¯ln`hlµ¯�``[¯<k`o^G¯<^G¯u<nEP¯nPI¯lhIEQ{IG¯tQGI`lµ¯7PQ\I¯<n¯I<EP

ln`h¶¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

/n`h¯�·¯+wk<]QG¯`N¯nPI¯/o^

�\QE[¯`^¯nPI¯Ò+wk<]QG¯`N¯nPI¯/o^¯Æ¯+\<z<µÓ¯�``[¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯Nk`]¯nPI

h\<nN`k]µ

7P<n¯NI<nokIl¯G`¯w`o¯lII¼

�\Q]D¯oh¯nPI¯]<llQtI¯lnkoEnokI¯<^G¯DkQI|w¯\``[¯<k`o^G¯<n¯I<EP¯\ItI\¯ÊÒ
<lIÓ¯Æ¯Ò�`uIkÓ¯Æ

Ò0`hÚ¯`N¯/o^¯+wk<]QGËµ¯0PI^¯`hI^¯nPI¯]IGQ<¯N`\GIk¯Ò�Qnw¯\<w`onÓ¯ÊN`o^G¯<n¯nPI¯n`h¯`N¯nPI

/o^¯+wk<]QGË¯<^G¯u<nEP¯nPI¯tQGI`l¯Ò�Qnw¯\<w`on¯<^G¯tQIuÓ¯<^G¯ÒOkQG¯lwlnI]µÓ

�`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯lnkoEnokI¯nPI¯EQnw¼¯7P<n¯k`\I¯GQG¯nPI¯lo^¯h\<w¯Q^¯lnkoEnokQ^O¯nPI¯EQnw¼

7P<n¯G`¯nPI¯lnkoEnokIl¯<^G¯lh<EIl¯w`o¯lII¯loOOIln¯<D`on¯nPI¯DI\QINl¯`k¯t<\oIl¯`N¯nPI

0I`nQPo<E<^¯hI`h\I¼

�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯lQnI¯PI\h¯w`o¯<^luIk¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How did the Teotihuacan

society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?
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Stop 2: Tetitla Apartment Compound

Explore the outside: Click on “Close up images” and browse a series of images of murals.

Then watch the “Interpreting murals” video.

What features do you see? What did you learn?

Explore the inside: Click on “Compound activities” and watch the “Activities in the

Compound” video.

What are some examples of activities completed in the compounds?

What does the housing and artwork (murals) show us that the Teotihuacan people believed

and valued?

How does this site help you answer the Supporting Question: How did the Teotihuacan

society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

Lesson 11: Teotihuacan: City of Gods and Secrets
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Virtual Field Trip to Teotihuacan (Word Bank)

Directions: Tour the ancient site by visiting Stops 1 and 2. Use the Word Banks below to help

you answer the questions below.

Screenshot of Teotihuacan from Virtual Field Trip by Arizona State University.

Navigation tips:

Click “Start Trip” to make the white box disappear.

The arrows or green place labels advance you to that location.

Once at a location, you can zoom, click on things, and rotate. You can click and drag to

change your viewpoint.

When you click on pictures or videos, the Media box will open. To close it, click the

green “Media” tab at the top.

Lesson 11: Teotihuacan: City of Gods and Secrets
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Finding Evidence of Teotihuacan Values and Beliefs


QkIEnQ`^l·¯6QlQn¯nPI¯nu`¯ln`hlµ¯�``[¯<k`o^G¯<^G¯u<nEP¯nPI¯lhIEQ{IG¯tQGI`lµ¯7PQ\I¯<n¯I<EP

ln`h¶¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[l¯<^G¯lI^nI^EI¯ln<knIkl¯n`¯OoQGI

w`ok¯<^luIklµ

/n`h¯�·¯+wk<]QG¯`N¯nPI¯/o^

Word Bank

hwk<]QG ln<Qkl ]`o^n<Q^ lo^

`hI^¯lh<EI EIkI]`^w l<EkIG kQno<\

hI`h\I l[w EQnw E<\I^G<k

�\QE[¯`^¯nPI¯Ò+wk<]QG¯`N¯nPI¯/o^¯Æ¯+\<z<µÓ¯�``[¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯Nk`]¯nPI

h\<nN`k]µ

7P<n¯NI<nokIl¯G`¯w`o¯lII¼

I see… I notice…

�\Q]D¯oh¯nPI¯]<llQtI¯lnkoEnokI¯<^G¯DkQI|w¯\``[¯<k`o^G¯<n¯I<EP¯\ItI\¯ÊÒ
<lIÓ¯Æ¯Ò�`uIkÓ¯Æ

Ò0`hÚ¯`N¯/o^¯+wk<]QGËµ¯0PI^¯`hI^¯nPI¯]IGQ<¯N`\GIk¯Ò�Qnw¯\<w`onÓ¯ÊN`o^G¯<n¯nPI¯n`h¯`N¯nPI

/o^¯+wk<]QGË¯<^G¯u<nEP¯nPI¯tQGI`l¯Ò�Qnw¯\<w`on¯<^G¯tQIuÓ¯<^G¯ÒOkQG¯lwlnI]µÓ

�`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯lnkoEnokI¯nPI¯EQnw¼¯7P<n¯k`\I¯GQG¯nPI¯lo^¯h\<w¯Q^¯lnkoEnokQ^O¯nPI¯EQnw¼

The city was built… The buildings are…

Lesson 11: Teotihuacan: City of Gods and Secrets
Student Handout
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What do the structures and spaces you see suggest about the beliefs or values of the

Teotihuacan people?

The structures and spaces suggest that the population valued… This shows they believed in…

How does this site help you answer the Supporting Question: How did the Teotihuacan

society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

They showcased their beliefs by building… They used the land to create…

Lesson 11: Teotihuacan: City of Gods and Secrets
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Stop 2: Tetitla Apartment Compound

Word Bank

apartment courtyard family mural

work goddess painting tool

craft shared art community

Explore the outside: Click on “Close up images” and browse a series of images of murals.

Then watch the “Interpreting murals” video.

What features do you see? What did you learn?

I see… I learned that…

Explore the inside: Click on “Compound activities” and watch the “Activities in the

Compound” video.

What are some examples of activities completed in the compounds?

Some activities that were completed in the apartment compounds were…

What does the housing and artwork (murals) show us that the Teotihuacan people believed

and valued?

This type of housing shows us that the population valued… The murals show that they

believed in…

Lesson 11: Teotihuacan: City of Gods and Secrets
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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How does this site help you answer the Supporting Question: How did the Teotihuacan

society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

They showcased their beliefs by building… They used the land to create…

Lesson 11: Teotihuacan: City of Gods and Secrets
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Video Research Assignments

Apartments

Directions: Follow the steps below, using the Video Clip Visuals Student Slide Deck and

recording notes as needed.

1.  Decide which members of your group will listen for information to answer each question

below as they watch the video.

How did people live?

What did they make in their apartment compounds?

What kind of ethnic neighborhoods did they have, and how do we know?

2. Watch the “Teotihuacan: Where One Becomes a God” video from 6:45 to 9:59 (Slide 2).

3. If needed, rewatch the video for information relevant to your question.

4. Go to Slides 4–7 and review the visuals. These will be your visual aids when you are teaching

your classmates about your topic.

5. Based on what you have learned from the video, write a response to the Supporting

Question that you can share with the class.

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout
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Mesoamerican Pyramids in Comparison

Directions: Follow the steps below, using the Video Clip Visuals Student Slide Deck and

recording notes as needed.

1.  Decide which members of your group will listen for information to answer each question

below as they watch the video.

How were Mesoamerican pyramids different from Egyptian pyramids?

What were the uses of Mesoamerican pyramids?

What was their style and decoration like?

2. Watch the “Teotihuacan: Where One Becomes a God” video from 14:00 to 16:07 (Slide 2).

3. If needed, rewatch the video for information relevant to your question.

4. Go to Slides 9–11 and review the visuals. These will be your visual aids when you are

teaching your classmates about your topic.

5. Based on what you have learned from the video, write a response to the Supporting

Question that you can share with the class.

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout
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Special Features of the Feathered Serpent Pyramid

Directions: Follow the steps below, using the Video Clip Visuals Student Slide Deck and

recording notes as needed.

1.  Decide which members of your group will listen for information to answer each question

below as they watch the video.

What kinds of images appear on the pyramid’s surface?

What was the tunnel below the pyramid meant to recreate, and what was found

there?

What were the possible uses of the Ciudadela (large plaza)?

2. Watch the “Teotihuacan: Where One Becomes a God” video from 20:31 to 25:15 (Slide 2).

3. If needed, rewatch the video for information relevant to your question.

4. Go to Slides 13–16 and review the visuals. These will be your visual aids when you are

teaching your classmates about your topic.

5. Based on what you have learned from the video, write a response to the Supporting

Question that you can share with the class.

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Video Research Assignments (Sentence Starters)

Apartments

Directions: Follow the steps below, using the Video Clip Visuals Student Slide Deck and

recording notes as needed.

1.  Decide which members of your group will listen for information to answer each question

below as they watch the video.

How did people live?

What did they make in their apartment compounds?

What kind of ethnic neighborhoods did they have, and how do we know?

2. Watch the “Teotihuacan: Where One Becomes a God” video from 6:45 to 9:59 (Slide 2).

3. If needed, rewatch the video for information relevant to your question.

4. Go to Slides 4–7 and review the visuals. These will be your visual aids when you are teaching

your classmates about your topic.

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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5. Based on what you have learned from the video, write a response to the Supporting

Question that you can share with the class.

How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

Sentence Starters:

Teotihuacan societies shaped their land by...

They changed the land by ___ so they could...

This shows that they cared about...

One example from the video is…

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Mesoamerican Pyramids in Comparison

Directions: Follow the steps below, using the Video Clip Visuals Student Slide Deck and

recording notes as needed.

1.  Decide which members of your group will listen for information to answer each question

below as they watch the video.

How were Mesoamerican pyramids different from Egyptian pyramids?

What were the uses of Mesoamerican pyramids?

What was their style and decoration like?

2. Watch the “Teotihuacan: Where One Becomes a God” video from 14:00 to 16:07 (Slide 2).

3. If needed, rewatch the video for information relevant to your question.

4. Go to Slides 9–11 and review the visuals. These will be your visual aids when you are

teaching your classmates about your topic.

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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5. Based on what you have learned from the video, write a response to the Supporting

Question that you can share with the class.

How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

Sentence Starters:

Teotihuacan societies shaped their land by...

They changed the land by ___ so they could...

This shows that they cared about...

One example from the video is…

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Special Features of the Feathered Serpent Pyramid

Directions: Follow the steps below, using the Video Clip Visuals Student Slide Deck and

recording notes as needed.

1.  Decide which members of your group will listen for information to answer each question

below as they watch the video.

What kinds of images appear on the pyramid’s surface?

What was the tunnel below the pyramid meant to recreate, and what was found

there?

What were the possible uses of the Ciudadela (large plaza)?

2. Watch the “Teotihuacan: Where One Becomes a God” video from 20:31 to 25:15 (Slide 2).

3. If needed, rewatch the video for information relevant to your question.

4. Go to Slides 13–16 and review the visuals. These will be your visual aids when you are

teaching your classmates about your topic.

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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5. Based on what you have learned from the video, write a response to the Supporting

Question that you can share with the class.

How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and buildings to match their culture?

Sentence Starters:

Teotihuacan societies shaped their land by...

They changed the land by ___ so they could...

This shows that they cared about...

One example from the video is…

Lesson 12: Daily Life in Sacred Spaces
Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Long Distance Trade in the Americas

Directions: Follow the prompts below as you read the OER article, “Long-Distance Trade in

the Americas,” to engage in the Investigating Sources routine.

Observe: Scan the article. Then answer the questions below.

1. What kind of source is this? How do you know?

2. Who is the maker and writer?

Read: Closely read the text. Then answer the question below.

3. Were there primarily facts or opinions included in the text? Give one example, and

explain how you know.  

Lesson 13: Teotihuacan’s Role in Ancient Trade

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Connect: Think about what you read, and answer the question below.

4. What information can this source provide that will help you answer the Cluster 3

Supporting Question?

Cluster 3 Supporting Question: How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and

buildings to match their culture?

Lesson 13: Teotihuacan’s Role in Ancient Trade

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Long-Distance Trade in the Americas (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Follow the prompts below as you read the OER article, “Long-Distance Trade in

the Americas,” to engage in the Investigating Sources routine.

Observe: Scan the article. Then answer the questions below.

1. What kind of source is this? How do you know?

This source is ___. I know this because ___.

2. Who is the maker and writer?

The maker is ___. The writer is ___

Read: Closely read the text. Then answer the question below.

3. Were there primarily facts or opinions included in the text? Give one example and

explain how you know.  

There were primarily ___ presented. An example is ___.

Lesson 13: Teotihuacan’s Role in Ancient Trade

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Connect: Think about what you read, and answer the question below.

4. What information can this source provide that will help you answer the Cluster 3

Supporting Question?

Cluster 3 Supporting Question: How did the Teotihuacan society shape their land and

buildings to match their culture?

The source provided information about ___. This helps me answer the Supporting Question

by ___.

Lesson 13: Teotihuacan’s Role in Ancient Trade

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task

Directions: .ItQIu¯nPI¯]<nIkQ<\l¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯kIl`okEI¯\QlnIG¯DI\`u¯nP<n¯w`o¯olIG¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ

0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`¯EQnI¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯ÊloEP¯<l¯G<nI¶¯h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶

hokh`lI¶¯h`Q^n¯`N¯tQIu¶¯<^G¯Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EIË¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIlµ

Cluster 3 Resources

 ok<\¯<^<\wlQl¯<^G
lIE`^G<kw
D<E[Ok`o^G
Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]
nPI¯0PI¯.QlI¯`N
0I`nQPo<E<^
P<^G`on

6Qlo<\¯<^G¯tQGI`
l`okEIl¯Nk`]¯nPI
6Qkno<\¯�QI\G¯0kQh¯n`
0I`nQPo<E<^
P<^G`on

�vEIkhnl¯<^G¯tQlo<\l
olIG¯Q^¯nPI¯6QGI`
.IlI<kEP
�llQO^]I^n
P<^G`on

 <hl¶¯<knQN<Enl¶¯<^G
l`okEI¯GIlEkQhnQ`^l
Nk`]¯nPI¯Ò�`^OÆ

Qln<^EI¯0k<GI¯Q^
nPI¯�]IkQE<lÓ¯#�.
<knQE\I

Part 1: Architecture and Belief Systems

�µ �N¯l`]I`^I¯u<^nIG¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯P`u¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¯lP<hIG¯nPIQk¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯n`

kI|IEn¯lhQkQno<\¯`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯DI\QINl¶¯uPQEP¯kIl`okEI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯kIE`]]I^G¼¯7Pw¼


I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI¯nPI¯nwhI¯`N¯kIl`okEI¯ÊhkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kwË¶¯Qnl¯EkI<n`k¶¯`kQOQ^¶¯<^G

Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EIµ

�µ 7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯nPQ^O¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nPQl¯kIl`okEI¯<D`on¯nPI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯DInuII^

<kEPQnIEnokI¯<^G¯DI\QIN¯Q^¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¼

Lesson 14: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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Part 2: City Design and Social Organization

�µ �N¯l`]I`^I¯u<^nIG¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯P`u¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¯`kO<^QzIG¯Qnl¯EQnQIl¯n`¯kI|IEn

nPIQk¯Eo\nokI¶¯uPQEP¯kIl`okEI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯kIE`]]I^G¼¯7Pw¼


I¯lokI¯n`¯It<\o<nI¯Qnl¯kI\Q<DQ\Qnwµ¯�`^lQGIk¯uPInPIk¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Ql¯N<En¯`k¯`hQ^Q`^¶¯uP`

]<GI¯Qn¶¯<^G¯uPI^¯Qn¯u<l¯]<GIµ

�µ 7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯nPQ^O¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nPQl¯kIl`okEI¯<D`on¯nPI¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯DInuII^

EQnw¯\<w`on¯<^G¯l`EQ<\¯`k¯h`\QnQE<\¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯Q^¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¼

Lesson 14: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment (Sentence Frames)

Directions: .ItQIu¯nPI¯]<nIkQ<\l¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯kIl`okEI¯\QlnIG¯DI\`u¯nP<n¯w`o¯olIG¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ

0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`¯EQnI¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯ÊloEP¯<l¯G<nI¶¯h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶

hokh`lI¶¯h`Q^n¯`N¯tQIu¶¯<^G¯Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EIË¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIlµ

Cluster 3 Resources

 ok<\¯<^<\wlQl¯<^G
lIE`^G<kw
D<E[Ok`o^G
Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]
nPI¯0PI¯.QlI¯`N
0I`nQPo<E<^
P<^G`on

6Qlo<\¯<^G¯tQGI`
l`okEIl¯Nk`]¯nPI
6Qkno<\¯�QI\G¯0kQh¯n`
0I`nQPo<E<^
P<^G`on

�vEIkhnl¯<^G¯tQlo<\l
olIG¯Q^¯nPI¯6QGI`
.IlI<kEP
�llQO^]I^n
P<^G`on

 <hl¶¯<knQN<Enl¶¯<^G
l`okEI¯GIlEkQhnQ`^l
Nk`]¯nPI¯Ò�`^OÆ

Qln<^EI¯0k<GI¯Q^
nPI¯�]IkQE<lÓ¯#�.
<knQE\I

Part 1: Architecture and Belief Systems

�µ �N¯l`]I`^I¯u<^nIG¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯P`u¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¯lP<hIG¯nPIQk¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯n`

kI|IEn¯lhQkQno<\¯`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯DI\QINl¶¯uPQEP¯kIl`okEI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯kIE`]]I^G¼¯7Pw¼


I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI¯nPI¯nwhI¯`N¯kIl`okEI¯ÊhkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kwË¶¯Qnl¯EkI<n`k¶¯`kQOQ^¶¯<^G

Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EIµ

Sentence Starters:

I recommend the resource called ___, which helps us understand that ___.

It is a _ (primary/secondary)_ resource made by ___.  It was made to ___.
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2. What is one thing they could learn from this resource about the relationship between

architecture and belief in Teotihuacan society?

Sentence Starters:

They could learn that Teotihuacan people built ___ to show ___.

This means that ___ was important to them because ___.
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Part 2: City Design and Social Organization

�µ �N¯l`]I`^I¯u<^nIG¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯P`u¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¯`kO<^QzIG¯Qnl¯EQnQIl¯n`¯kI|IEn

nPIQk¯Eo\nokI¶¯uPQEP¯kIl`okEI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯kIE`]]I^G¼¯7Pw¼


I¯lokI¯n`¯It<\o<nI¯Qnl¯kI\Q<DQ\Qnwµ¯�`^lQGIk¯uPInPIk¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Ql¯N<En¯`k¯`hQ^Q`^¶¯uP`

]<GI¯Qn¶¯<^G¯uPI^¯Qn¯u<l¯]<GIµ

Sentence Starters:

I would recommend the ___ resource because ___.

This resource is reliable because ___. It explains ___.

�µ 7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯nPQ^O¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nPQl¯kIl`okEI¯<D`on¯nPI¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯DInuII^

EQnw¯\<w`on¯<^G¯l`EQ<\¯`k¯h`\QnQE<\¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯Q^¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯l`EQInw¼

Sentence Starters:

They could learn that important buildings were built in ___ because of ___.

The resource shows that ___ was important to the people of Teotihuacan.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lessons 15–20 Glossary

Directions:°�l¯w`o¯kI<G¯<^G¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯kIl`okEIl¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¶¯w`o¯E<^¯kINIk¯n`¯nPQl
O\`ll<kw¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯uQnP¯nPI¯GI{^QnQ`^lµ¯°

alignment·¯DIQ^O¯<kk<^OIG¯Q^¯<¯\Q^I

astronomy/astronomical·¯lEQI^nQ{E
lnoGw¯`N¯ln<kl¶¯h\<^Inl¶¯`nPIk¯`DYIEnl¯Q^
lh<EI

axis· nPI¯Q]<OQ^<kw¯lnk<QOPn¯\Q^I¯nP<n
l`]InPQ^O¯ÊloEP¯<l¯nPI¯�<knPË¯nok^l
<k`o^G

bloodletting·¯E<olQ^O¯l`]I`^I¯n`
D\IIG¯<l¯h<kn¯`N¯<¯kI\QOQ`ol¯EIkI]`^w

calligraphy/calligraphic· N<^Ew¯ukQnQ^O

Ceiba tree·¯k<Q^N`kIln¯nkII¯nP<n
kIhkIlI^nl¯nPI¯l<EkIG¯Ò7`k\G¯0kIIÓ¯n`
nPI¯ <w<¸¯E`^^IEnl¯nPI¯o^GIku`k\G
Êk``nlË¶¯]QGG\I¯u`k\G¯`N¯Po]<^l
Ênko^[Ë¶¯<^G¯ohhIk¯u`k\G¯ÊE<^`hw¯<^G
Dk<^EPIlË

celestial·¯kI\<nQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯l[w¯`k
PI<tI^l

ceramic·¯]<GI¯`N¯E\<w¯nP<n¯P<l¯DII^
PI<nIG¯n`¯P<kGI^

Chac or Chaac·¯ <w<¯k<Q^¯O`G

cinta: DI\n¯ÊQ^¯/h<^QlPË

cofradia·¯<¯�<nP`\QE¯kI\QOQ`ol
Dk`nPIkP``G¯nP<n¯n<[Il¯E<kI¯`N
kI\QOQ`ol¯Q]<OIl¯<^G¯EIkI]`^QIl

commissioned·¯kIjoIlnIG¯<^G¯h<QG
N`k

condiment·¯l`]InPQ^O¯<GGIG¯n`¯N``G
N`k¯|<t`k¯Ê\Q[I¯l<\nË

copal: nk<GQnQ`^<\¯ <w<¯Q^EI^lI
ÊDok^IG¯N`k¯^QEI¯l]I\\¶¯h<kn¯`N¯kQno<\lË

cosmos/cosmology/cosmological/
cosmic·¯kI\<nQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯o^QtIklI¯<^G
Qnl¯`kGIk

crypt·¯k``]¯uPIkI¯l`]I`^I¯Ql¯DokQIG

cyclical·¯P<hhI^Q^O¯<O<Q^¯<^G¯<O<Q^
Q^¯nPI¯l<]I¯`kGIk¸¯P<hhI^Q^O¯Q^¯EwE\Il

dynasty/dynastic· N<]Q\w¯`N¯ko\Ikl¯uP`
ko\I¯<¯h\<EI¯N`k¯<¯\`^O¯nQ]I

equinox·°nPI¯nu`¯nQ]Il¯Q^¯nPI¯wI<k
uQnP¯Ijo<\¯G<w\QOPn¯<^G¯G<k[^Ill¶¯`^I
Q^¯\<nI¯ <kEP¯<^G¯`^I¯Q^¯\<nI
/IhnI]DIk

fertile·¯O``G¯N`k¯Ok`uQ^O¯nPQ^Ol

foliage·¯h\<^n¯\I<tIl

frieze·¯<¯GIE`k<nIG¯h<kn¯`N¯<^¯`onlQGI
u<\\¶¯olo<\\w¯uQnP¯lEo\hnokI

funerary·¯kI\<nQ^O¯n`¯<¯No^Ik<\¯`k¯DokQ<\

hieroglyph (glyph)·¯ukQnnI^¯EP<k<EnIk
nP<n¯\``[l¯\Q[I¯<¯hQEnokI¯Ê <w<¯N`k]¯`N
ukQnQ^OË

horizon· nPI¯\Q^I¯uPIkI¯nPI¯I<knP¯`k
lI<¯lII]l¯n`¯]IIn¯nPI¯l[w
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huipil (huipiles)·¯<¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯D\`olI
u`k^¯Dw¯ <w<¯u`]I^

icon·¯<¯lw]D`\¯`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯Q]<OI

inscription·¯u`kGl¯ukQnnI^¯`k¯Eon¯Q^n`¯<
lokN<EI

labyrinth·¯]<zI

limestone·¯nwhI¯`N¯uPQnI¯ln`^I
E`]]`^\w¯olIG¯Q^¯DoQ\GQ^O

metate·¯ln`^I¯`^¯uPQEP¯E`k^¯`k¯Ok<Q^
Ql¯Ok`o^G

milpa: l]<\\¯{I\G¯Q^¯uPQEP¯Ek`hl¯<kI
Ok`u^

monolith: \<kOI¯ln`^I¶¯`NnI^¯hon¯Q^
h\<EI¯<l¯<¯]`^o]I^n¯`k¯N`k¯kI\QOQ`ol
kI<l`^l

monument/monumental·¯<^
Q]h`kn<^n¯<^G¯`NnI^¯tIkw¯\<kOI
DoQ\GQ^O¯`k¯h\<EI

mortar·¯loDln<^EI¯lhkI<G¯DInuII^
ln`^Il¯n`¯P`\G¯nPI]¯n`OInPIk

observatory·¯h\<EI¯N`k¯u<nEPQ^O¯l[QIl

portal: G``ku<w

regalia·¯lhIEQ<\¯E\`nPIl¯<^G
GIE`k<nQ`^l¯N`k¯EIkI]`^QIl

sacbe (sac be’o’ob)·¯k`<G

sarcophagus·¯n`]D

solar·¯kI\<nQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯lo^

solstice·¯nPI¯nQ]Il¯Q^¯nPI¯wI<k¯uQnP¯nPI
OkI<nIln¯<]`o^n¯`N¯G<w\QOPn¯Ê\<nI
�o^IË¯<^G¯nPI¯\I<ln¯<]`o^n¯`N
G<w\QOPn¯Ê\<nI¯
IEI]DIkË

soothsayer·¯l`]I`^I¯uP`¯hkIGQEnl
nPI¯NonokI

stele or stelae·¯GIE`k<nIG¯ln`^I¯l\<DÊlË
hon¯oh¯n`¯kI]I]DIk¯l`]I`^I¯`k
l`]InPQ^O

textile·¯N<DkQE¶¯E\`nP¯Ê`NnI^¯u`tI^Ë

thermal springs·¯P`n¯u<nIk¯|`uQ^O
`on¯`N¯nPI¯Ok`o^G

vendor·¯hIkl`^¯uP`¯lI\\l¯nPQ^Ol

venerate·¯n`¯lP`u¯GIIh¯kIlhIEn¯N`k
l`]I`^I¯OkI<n¯`k¯P`\w

verdant: OkII^¯uQnP¯Ok`uQ^O¯h\<^nl

zenith·¯h`Q^n¯uPI^¯nPI¯lo^¯Ql¯<n¯Qnl
PQOPIln¯Q^¯nPI¯l[w

zenith passage·¯h<nPu<w¯nPI¯lo^
n<[Il¯`^¯G<wl¯Qn¯<hhI<kl¯GQkIEn\w
`tIkPI<G¯<^G¯E<lnl¯^`¯lP<G`ul
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Maya World Note Catcher

Directions: Visit the Smithsonian website, The Maya World. Follow the steps below, recording

notes in each Graphic Organizer.

Step 1: Visit one archaeological site and one current town.

Choose one site:

Copán (Coh-PAHN)

Quiriguá (keed-ee-GWA)

Tikal (tee-KAHL)

Palenque (pah-LEHN-kay)

Uxmal (oosh-MAHL)

Chichén Itzá (Chee-CHEN Eet-ZAH)

Site name

Observations
What do you notice
about the structures
and spaces they built
and the environment

around them?

Observations
What do you notice

about something they
made or did? (physical
details, size, location,

decorations, materials,
etc.)

Inferences
What do these

observations say about
what they valued or

cared about?
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Choose one town:

Zunil

Zinacantán

Santa Elena & San Simón

Chichicastenango

Town
name

Observations
What do you notice
about the structures
and spaces they built
and the environment

around them?

Observations
What do you notice

about something they
made or did? (physical
details, size, location,

decorations, materials,
etc.)

Inferences
What do these

observations say about
what they valued or

cared about?
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Step 2: .I|IEn¯`^¯EP<\\I^OIl¯N<EIG¯Dw¯nPI¯ <w<¯<^G¯nPIQk¯DI\QINlµ


IlEkQDI¯`^I¯EP<\\I^OI¯N<EIG¯Dw¯nPI¯ <w<¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯<^G¯<¯kI\<nIG¯DI\QIN¯`k¯DI\QIN¯lwlnI]

nP<n¯]<w¯P<tI¯GItI\`hIG¯<l¯<¯kIlo\nµ

Step 3: �I^Ik<nI¯nu`¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nPIlI¯h\<EIl¯<^G¯nPIQk¯Eo\nok<\¯hk<EnQEIlµ

7P<n¯I\lI¯G`¯w`o¯u`^GIk¯<D`on¼¯7P<n¯]<[Il¯w`o¯]`ln¯EokQ`ol¼

�µ

�µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Maya World Note Catcher (Sentence Starters)

Directions: Visit the Smithsonian website, The Maya World. Follow the steps below, recording

notes in each Graphic Organizer.

Step 1: Visit one archaeological site and one current town.

Choose one site:

Copán (Coh-PAHN)

Quiriguá (keed-ee-GWA)

Tikal (tee-KAHL)

Palenque (pah-LEHN-kay)

Uxmal (oosh-MAHL)

Chichén Itzá (Chee-CHEN Eet-ZAH)’

Site name

Observations

What do you notice
about the structures
and spaces they built
and the environment

around them?

Observations

What do you notice
about something they
made or did? (physical
details, size, location,

decorations, materials,
etc.)

Inferences

What do these
observations say about

what they valued or
cared about?

The buildings are...
The environment looks...

This object/practice is...
They made/used...

This shows that the
Maya valued...
I think they cared
about...
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Choose one town:

Zunil

Zinacantán

Santa Elena & San Simón

Chichicastenango

Town

name

Observations

What do you notice
about the structures
and spaces they built
and the environment

around them?

Observations

What do you notice
about something they
made or did? (physical
details, size, location,

decorations, materials,
etc.)

Inferences

What do these
observations say about

what they valued or
cared about?

The buildings are...
The environment looks...

This object/practice is...
They made/used...

This shows that the
Maya valued...
I think they cared
about...
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Step 2: .I|IEn¯`^¯EP<\\I^OIl¯N<EIG¯Dw¯nPI¯ <w<¯<^G¯nPIQk¯DI\QINlµ


IlEkQDI¯`^I¯EP<\\I^OI¯N<EIG¯Dw¯nPI¯ <w<¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯<^G¯<¯kI\<nIG¯DI\QIN¯`k¯DI\QIN¯lwlnI]

nP<n¯]<w¯P<tI¯GItI\`hIG¯<l¯<¯kIlo\nµ

One challenge the Maya faced was ___. As a result, they believed ___.

Step 3: �I^Ik<nI¯nu`¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nPIlI¯h\<EIl¯<^G¯nPIQk¯Eo\nok<\¯hk<EnQEIlµ

7P<n¯I\lI¯G`¯w`o¯u`^GIk¯<D`on¼¯7P<n¯]<[Il¯w`o¯]`ln¯EokQ`ol¼

I wonder about …

�µ

�µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 16 Exit Ticket (Sentence Frames)

Directions: .Ilh`^G¯n`¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯DI\`uµ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯w`ok¯0PI¯ <w<¯7`k\G¯!`nI¯�<nEPIk

<^G¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯n`¯OoQGI¯w`ok¯kI|IEnQ`^lµ


<lIG¯`^¯uP<n¯uI¯Ivh\`kIG¯n`G<w¶¯uP<n¯Ql¯`^I¯DI\QIN¯`k¯t<\oI¯nPI¯ <w<¯PI\G¯nP<n¯PI\hIG¯nPI]

kIlh`^G¯n`¯<¯EP<\\I^OI¼

One belief the Maya had was ___. This belief helped them ___ when they faced _(challenge)_.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 16 Exit Ticket

Directions: Respond to the question below. You can use your The Maya World Note Catcher

to support your response.

Based on what we explored today, what is one belief or value the Maya held that helped them

respond to a challenge?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Creation Myth Analysis

Directions: As you engage in the Investigating Sources routine and read the “Creation Story

of the Maya,” answer the prompts below.

Observe: Scan the text.

1. What kind of source is this: primary or secondary? How do you know?

2. What about this source might be helpful in understanding the Supporting Question:

How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?

Read: Read the text closely.

3. What Maya rituals or practices are included in the text?

4. What purpose might this text have?
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Connect: 0PQ^[¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯nIvn¯E`^^IEnl¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ

�µ How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?°
I¯lokI¯n`¯EQnI¯lhIEQ{E

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯nIvnµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Creation Myth Analysis (Sentence Starters)

Directions: As you engage in the Investigating Sources routine and read the “Creation Story

of the Maya,” answer the prompts below.

Observe: Scan the text.

1. What kind of source is this: primary or secondary? How do you know?

This is a _(primary/secondary source)_ because ___.

2. What about this source might be helpful in understanding the Supporting Question:

How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?

This source might help us because ___.

Read: Read the text closely.

3. What Maya rituals or practices are included in the text?

The text includes Maya rituals and practices such as ___ and ___.

4. What purpose might this text have?

This text was written to ___.
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Connect: 0PQ^[¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯nIvn¯E`^^IEnl¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ

�µ How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?°
I¯lokI¯n`¯EQnI¯lhIEQ{E
Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯nIvnµ

The Maya used rituals to show their beliefs by ___. An example of this from the text is ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Maya Astronomy and Timekeeping Readings

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯<knQE\I¶¯<^G¯nPI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

Astronomy

Stellar (star-related) orientations of Maya architecture
0PI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯uIkI¯tIkw¯Q^nIkIlnIG¯Q^¯nPI¯]`tI]I^n¯`N¯nPI¯lo^¶¯h\<^Inl¶¯<^G¯ln<kl¯Q^¯nPI

l[wµ¯ <^w¯G``ku<wl°`k¯uQ^G`ul¯Q^¯nPIQk¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯Nk<]I¯nPI¯kQlQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯lo^¶¯h\<^Inl¯loEP¯<l

6I^ol¶¯`k¯E`^lnI\\<nQ`^l¯`^¯EIkn<Q^¯G<wl¯`N¯nPI¯wI<kµ¯�^¯nPQl¯u<w¶¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^O¯E`o\G¯DI¯olIG¯<l

<¯[Q^G¯`N¯E<\I^G<kµ¯0PI¯ItI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯l[w¯QGI^nQ{IG¯Q]h`kn<^n¯G<wl¯Q^¯nPI¯wI<kµ¯0PIw

Q^E`kh`k<nIG¯nPQl¯lEQI^nQ{E¯[^`u\IGOI¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯G<Q\w¯\QtIl¯<^G¯nPIQk¯EQnw¯h\<^^Q^Oµ

Why did they watch the stars?
 <^w¯`N¯nPIlI¯<lnk`^`]QE<\¯h<nnIk^l¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯N`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯kI<l`^lµ¯0PIw¯uIkI

kI|IEnQ`^l¯`^¯I<knP¯`N¯GQtQ^I¯ItI^nlµ¯0PIw¯]QOPn¯kI|IEn¯nPI¯EkI<nQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯o^QtIklI¯`k¯<EnQ`^l

`N¯nPI¯O`Gl¯<^G¯]wnPQE¯PIk`Ilµ¯�I\IlnQ<\¯D`GQIl¯uIkI¯nPI¯tQlo<\¯lQO^l¯`N¯lhQkQno<\¯<^G¯]`k<\

DI\QINlµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯�kII[l¶¯uP`lI¯O`Gl¯<^G¯]wnPQE¯PIk`Il¯O<tI¯nPIQk¯^<]Il
n`¯]`GIk^ÆG<w¯E`^lnI\\<nQ`^lµ

0`G<w¯uPI^¯<kEPQnIEnl¯E`^lnkoEn¯<¯DoQ\GQ^O¶¯nPIw¯n<[I¯]<^w¯N<En`kl¯Q^n`¯E`^lQGIk<nQ`^µ¯
on

nPIw¯k<kI\w¯E`^lo\n¯nPI¯ln<kl¯`k¯{^G¯`on¯uPIkI¯nPI¯lo^¯uQ\\¯PQn¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯l`\<k

IjoQ^`v¯`k¯l`\lnQEIµ¯ <w<¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯`NnI^¯Q^E`kh`k<nIG¯EI\IlnQ<\¯]<nnIkl¯Q^n`¯nPI¯N`k]¯<^G

h`lQnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Olµ¯ <w<¯EQnQIl¯<\l`¯No^EnQ`^IG¯<l¯<lnk`^`]QE<\¯`DlIkt<n`kQIlµ¯0PIw
No^EnQ`^¯<l¯<¯\<^GlE<hI¯nP<n¯]<k[l¯nPI¯G<wl¯`N¯nPI¯wI<k¯<^G¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯EwE\Il¯`N¯nPI¯�<knPµ

Modern investigations into ancient celestial planning
0PI¯olI¯`N¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯<l¯E<\I^G<kl¯`k¯`DlIkt<n`kQIl¯E`^nQ^oIl¯n`¯N<lEQ^<nI

hI`h\Iµ¯#^¯nPI¯IjoQ^`v¯<^G¯l`\lnQEI¶¯]<^w¯hI`h\I¯O<nPIk¯<n¯l`]I¯lQnIl¯n`¯lII¯nPI¯lo^Õl

INNIEnl¯`^¯nPI¯hwk<]QGl¯<^G¯nI]h\Ilµ¯/P<G`ul¯`^¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯EkI<nI¯DI<onQNo\
h<nnIk^l¯`k¯<^Q]<\¯lP<hIlµ¯0PI¯lo^¯lPQ^Il¯GQkIEn\w¯Q^n`¯nI]h\Ilµ¯�n¯\QOPnl¯oh¯lhIEQ{E¯NI<nokIl

loEP¯<l¯<\n<kl¯`k¯nPk`^Ilµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯`^¯nPI¯uQ^nIk¯l`\lnQEI¯<n¯+<\I^joI¶¯ IvQE`¶¯nPI¯lo^¯lInl

GQkIEn\w¯Q^n`¯nPI¯EI^nIk¯`N¯nPI¯0I]h\I¯`N¯nPI¯�^lEkQhnQ`^lµ¯0PQl¯u<l¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯+<\I^joIÕl

N<]`ol¯lo^¯[Q^O¯�ÕQ^QEP¯+<[<\µ¯�n¯�PQEPJ^¯�nz=¯`^¯nPI¯lhkQ^O¯<^G¯<ono]^¯IjoQ^`vIl¶¯nPI¯lo^

EkI<nIl¯<¯GQ<]`^G¯k<nn\Il^<[I¯h<nnIk^¯`^¯nPI¯hwk<]QGÕl¯]<Q^¯ln<Qku<wµ
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Temple of the Inscriptions. Image by Bernard DUPONT via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

1. What information from the text can be helpful in answering the Supporting Question:

How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?

2. According to the article, what challenges did the Maya face? How did they address

them?

Text source: Adapted for grade level by Primary Source from Casa K’inich: A Teacher’s Guidebook, Santa Barbara,

CA: The Copan Foundation, 2005, p. 37. Used with permission of The Copan Foundation, Catherine Docter, Dorie

Reents Budet, Ricardo Agurcia Fasquelle (Copyright 2005).
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Directions: Read the following article, and then answer the questions below.

Ancient Maya Calendar

The Maya had very complex calendar systems, which were as precise as modern calendars.

They put a lot of effort into creating calendars and measuring time! This was related to their

belief that time moved in cycles, which eventually started back at the beginning.

The Maya counted time with three interlocking calendars. One calendar, which everyone in

ancient Mesoamerica used, was a cycle of 260 days (Circle A). Although its origin is unknown,
260 days is the number of days between the conception and birth of a child. Perhaps this

calendar was based on this natural human cycle.

Another calendar was a 365-day cycle similar to our solar year, but months were divided

differently. The Maya had 18 months of 20 days each (Circle C).

Linking together these two cycles resulted in a larger cycle of 52 years before the same

combination of days from both calendars occurred again. This 52-year cycle was called the

Calendar Round.

The ancient Maya used the two shorter calendars for the planning of important events. They

guided the best time to plant crops, hunt certain animals, or cure sickness. They suggested
when to ascend to the throne of kingship or wage a battle against enemies. The Calendar

Round was also used to plan religious rituals and perhaps predict the future. But it was not

very useful for recording history beyond 52 years.
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0PI¯ <w<¯kIE`kGIG¯nPIQk¯PQln`kw¯N`k¯Po^GkIGl¯`N¯wI<klµ¯0PIQk¯<lnk`^`]Ikl¯^IIGIG¯n`¯[IIh

nk<E[¯`N¯EI\IlnQ<\¯ItI^nl¯N`k¯Ijo<\\w¯\`^O¯hIkQ`Gl¯`N¯nQ]Iµ¯/`¯nPIw¯olIG¯<¯nPQkG¯E<\I^G<k¯lwlnI]¶

uPQEP¯uI¯E<\\¯nPI¯�`^O¯�`o^nµ¯0PQl¯lwlnI]¯hk`D<D\w¯E<]I¯n`¯nPI]¯Nk`]¯nPI¯#\]IEµ¯�n¯E`o^nl

N`ku<kG¯Nk`]¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯<^EQI^n¯G<w¶¯`^I¯h\<EI¯N`k¯I<EP¯wI<kµ¯0Pol¶¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯P<G¯<
PQln`kQE<\¯nQ]I\Q^I¯n`¯E`o^n¯D<E[u<kG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯h<ln¯`k¯N`ku<kG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯NonokIµ

�µ 7P<n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯nIvn¯E<^¯DI¯PI\hNo\¯Q^¯<^luIkQ^O¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?

�µ �EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯<knQE\I¶¯uP<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯N<EI¼¯�`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯<GGkIll

nPI]¼

Text and image source: Adapted for grade level by Primary Source from Casa K’inich: A Teacher’s Guidebook,

Santa Barbara, CA: The Copan Foundation, 2005, p. 37. Used with permission of The Copan Foundation, Catherine

Docter, Dorie Reents Budet, Ricardo Agurcia Fasquelle (Copyright 2005).
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Maya Astronomy and Timekeeping Readings (Sentence

Starters)

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯<knQE\I¶¯<^G¯nPI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

Astronomy

Stellar (star-related) orientations of Maya architecture

0PI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯uIkI¯tIkw¯Q^nIkIlnIG¯Q^¯nPI¯]`tI]I^n¯`N¯nPI¯lo^¶¯h\<^Inl¶¯<^G¯ln<kl¯Q^¯nPI

l[wµ¯ <^w¯G``ku<wl°`k¯uQ^G`ul¯Q^¯nPIQk¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯Nk<]I¯nPI¯kQlQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯lo^¶¯h\<^Inl¯loEP¯<l

6I^ol¶¯`k¯E`^lnI\\<nQ`^l¯`^¯EIkn<Q^¯G<wl¯`N¯nPI¯wI<kµ¯�^¯nPQl¯u<w¶¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^O¯E`o\G¯DI¯olIG¯<l

<¯[Q^G¯`N¯E<\I^G<kµ¯0PI¯ItI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯l[w¯QGI^nQ{IG¯Q]h`kn<^n¯G<wl¯Q^¯nPI¯wI<kµ¯0PIw

Q^E`kh`k<nIG¯nPQl¯lEQI^nQ{E¯[^`u\IGOI¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯G<Q\w¯\QtIl¯<^G¯nPIQk¯EQnw¯h\<^^Q^Oµ

Why did they watch the stars?

 <^w¯`N¯nPIlI¯<lnk`^`]QE<\¯h<nnIk^l¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯N`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯kI<l`^lµ¯0PIw¯uIkI

kI|IEnQ`^l¯`^¯I<knP¯`N¯GQtQ^I¯ItI^nlµ¯0PIw¯]QOPn¯kI|IEn¯nPI¯EkI<nQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯o^QtIklI¯`k¯<EnQ`^l

`N¯nPI¯O`Gl¯<^G¯]wnPQE¯PIk`Ilµ¯�I\IlnQ<\¯D`GQIl¯uIkI¯nPI¯tQlo<\¯lQO^l¯`N¯lhQkQno<\¯<^G¯]`k<\

DI\QINlµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯�kII[l¶¯uP`lI¯O`Gl¯<^G¯]wnPQE¯PIk`Il¯O<tI¯nPIQk¯^<]Il

n`¯]`GIk^ÆG<w¯E`^lnI\\<nQ`^lµ

0`G<w¯uPI^¯<kEPQnIEnl¯E`^lnkoEn¯<¯DoQ\GQ^O¶¯nPIw¯n<[I¯]<^w¯N<En`kl¯Q^n`¯E`^lQGIk<nQ`^µ¯
on

nPIw¯k<kI\w¯E`^lo\n¯nPI¯ln<kl¯`k¯{^G¯`on¯uPIkI¯nPI¯lo^¯uQ\\¯PQn¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯l`\<k

IjoQ^`v¯`k¯l`\lnQEIµ¯ <w<¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯`NnI^¯Q^E`kh`k<nIG¯EI\IlnQ<\¯]<nnIkl¯Q^n`¯nPI¯N`k]¯<^G

h`lQnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Olµ¯ <w<¯EQnQIl¯<\l`¯No^EnQ`^IG¯<l¯<lnk`^`]QE<\¯`DlIkt<n`kQIlµ¯0PIw

No^EnQ`^¯<l¯<¯\<^GlE<hI¯nP<n¯]<k[l¯nPI¯G<wl¯`N¯nPI¯wI<k¯<^G¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯EwE\Il¯`N¯nPI¯�<knPµ

Modern investigations into ancient celestial planning

0PI¯olI¯`N¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯<l¯E<\I^G<kl¯`k¯`DlIkt<n`kQIl¯E`^nQ^oIl¯n`¯N<lEQ^<nI

hI`h\Iµ¯#^¯nPI¯IjoQ^`v¯<^G¯l`\lnQEI¶¯]<^w¯hI`h\I¯O<nPIk¯<n¯l`]I¯lQnIl¯n`¯lII¯nPI¯lo^Õl

INNIEnl¯`^¯nPI¯hwk<]QGl¯<^G¯nI]h\Ilµ¯/P<G`ul¯`^¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯EkI<nI¯DI<onQNo\

h<nnIk^l¯`k¯<^Q]<\¯lP<hIlµ¯0PI¯lo^¯lPQ^Il¯GQkIEn\w¯Q^n`¯nI]h\Ilµ¯�n¯\QOPnl¯oh¯lhIEQ{E¯NI<nokIl

loEP¯<l¯<\n<kl¯`k¯nPk`^Ilµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯`^¯nPI¯uQ^nIk¯l`\lnQEI¯°<n¯+<\I^joI¶¯ IvQE`¶¯nPI¯lo^

lInl¯GQkIEn\w¯Q^n`¯nPI¯EI^nIk¯`N¯nPI¯0I]h\I¯`N¯nPI¯�^lEkQhnQ`^lµ¯0PQl¯u<l¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N

+<\I^joIÕl¯N<]`ol¯lo^¯[Q^O¯�ÕQ^QEP¯+<[<\µ¯�n¯�PQEPJ^¯�nz=¯`^¯nPI¯lhkQ^O¯<^G¯<ono]^

IjoQ^`vIl¶¯nPI¯lo^¯EkI<nIl¯<¯GQ<]`^G¯k<nn\Il^<[I¯h<nnIk^¯`^¯nPI¯hwk<]QGÕl¯]<Q^¯ln<Qku<wµ
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Temple of the Inscriptions. Image by Bernard DUPONT via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

1. What information from the text can be helpful in answering the Supporting Question:

How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?

Sentence Starters:

The Maya believed that the stars and sun were…

They used buildings to…

Their religious ideas were shown by…

2. According to the article, what challenges did the Maya face? How did they address

them?

Sentence Starters:

One challenge the Maya faced was…

They addressed this challenge by…

Text source: Adapted for grade level by Primary Source from Casa K’inich: A Teacher’s Guidebook, Santa Barbara,

CA: The Copan Foundation, 2005, p. 37. Used with permission of The Copan Foundation, Catherine Docter, Dorie

Reents Budet, Ricardo Agurcia Fasquelle (Copyright 2005).
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Directions: Read the following article, and then answer the questions below.

Ancient Maya Calendar

The Maya had very complex calendar systems, which were as precise as modern calendars.

They put a lot of effort into creating calendars and measuring time! This was related to their

belief that time moved in cycles, which eventually started back at the beginning.

The Maya counted time with three interlocking calendars. One calendar, which everyone in

ancient Mesoamerica used, was a cycle of 260 days (Circle A). Although its origin is unknown,

260 days is the number of days between the conception and birth of a child. Perhaps this

calendar was based on this natural human cycle.

Another calendar was a 365-day cycle similar to our solar year, but months were divided

differently. The Maya had 18 months of 20 days each (Circle C).

Linking together these two cycles resulted in a larger cycle of 52 years before the same

combination of days from both calendars occurred again. This 52-year cycle was called the

Calendar Round.

The ancient Maya used the two shorter calendars for the planning of important events. They

guided the best time to plant crops, hunt certain animals, or cure sickness. They suggested

when to ascend to the throne of kingship or wage a battle against enemies. The Calendar
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Student Handout
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.`o^G¯u<l¯<\l`¯olIG¯n`¯h\<^¯kI\QOQ`ol¯kQno<\l¯<^G¯hIkP<hl¯hkIGQEn¯nPI¯NonokIµ¯
on¯Qn¯u<l¯^`n

tIkw¯olINo\¯N`k¯kIE`kGQ^O¯PQln`kw¯DIw`^G¯��¯wI<klµ

0PI¯ <w<¯kIE`kGIG¯nPIQk¯PQln`kw¯N`k¯Po^GkIGl¯`N¯wI<klµ¯0PIQk¯<lnk`^`]Ikl¯^IIGIG¯n`¯[IIh

nk<E[¯`N¯EI\IlnQ<\¯ItI^nl¯N`k¯Ijo<\\w¯\`^O¯hIkQ`Gl¯`N¯nQ]Iµ¯/`¯nPIw¯olIG¯<¯nPQkG¯E<\I^G<k¯lwlnI]¶

uPQEP¯uI¯E<\\¯nPI¯�`^O¯�`o^nµ¯0PQl¯lwlnI]¯hk`D<D\w¯E<]I¯n`¯nPI]¯Nk`]¯nPI¯#\]IEµ¯�n¯E`o^nl

N`ku<kG¯Nk`]¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯<^EQI^n¯G<w¶¯`^I¯h\<EI¯N`k¯I<EP¯wI<kµ¯0Pol¶¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯P<G¯<

PQln`kQE<\¯nQ]I\Q^I¯n`¯E`o^n¯D<E[u<kG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯h<ln¯`k¯N`ku<kG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯NonokIµ

�µ 7P<n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯nIvn¯E<^¯DI¯PI\hNo\¯Q^¯<^luIkQ^O¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

How did Maya rituals and practices showcase their beliefs?

Sentence Starters:

The text explains that the Maya…

Their beliefs can be seen in how they…

�µ �EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯<knQE\I¶¯uP<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯N<EI¼¯�`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯<GGkIll

nPI]¼

Sentence Starters:

The Maya faced many challenges, including…

They addressed these challenges by…

Text and image source: Adapted for grade level by Primary Source from Casa K’inich: A Teacher’s Guidebook,

Santa Barbara, CA: The Copan Foundation, 2005, p. 37. Used with permission of The Copan Foundation, Catherine

Docter, Dorie Reents Budet, Ricardo Agurcia Fasquelle (Copyright 2005).
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 19 Exit Ticket

Directions: �^luIk¯nPI¯nu`¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`u¯n`¯lP`u¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯nPI¯ <w<¯D<\\

O<]Iµ¯1lI¯uP<n¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯tQIuIG¶¯`k¯GQlEollIG¯Q^¯E\<llµ

�µ 7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯nPQ^O¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯ <w<¯D<\\¯O<]I¯kI|IEnIG¯`k¯kIQ^N`kEIG

 <w<¯t<\oIl¯`k¯DI\QINl¼

�µ 7PQEP¯l`okEI¯PI\hIG¯w`o¯\I<k^¯nPQl¼¯7Pw¯u<l¯Qn¯PI\hNo\¼¯Ê�PIE[¯`^I¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw¯Qn

PI\hIG¯w`o¯o^GIkln<^GµË

+I^^¯ olIo]¯<knQE\I

�``O\I¯�knl¯Ý¯�o\nokI¯Q^nIk<EnQtI

�^`nPIk¯l`okEI·

�vh\<Q^¯uPw¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯u<l¯PI\hNo\·
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Extension: Maya Ball Questions and Answers

Questions: Answers:

What was an ingredient in rubber
balls?

Latex (sap from the rubber tree)

Juice from morning glory vines

What is one source we have for
understanding the ancient Maya ball
game?

Popol Vuh

Ball courts

Artwork and artifacts

Who invented the ball game in
Mesoamerica?

The Olmec

What was the shape of the ball court? Uppercase I

Often had sloping surfaces on the sides

Why did the players wear protective
gear and padding?

Because the ball was heavy—often
between 6 and 10 pounds. It could leave
players bruised!

Other than protective gear, what did
players wear during games?

Fancy headdresses

Sandals

Jewelry

With which body part were players
allowed to hit the ball?

Hips, or sometimes legs and arms (no
hands)

What do we think the stone rings on
the wall were for?

Possibly where the ball had to pass
through to win (in some versions)
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Questions: Answers:

7P<n¯uIkI¯nPI¯ <w<¯kII^<EnQ^O
nPk`oOP¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¼

/nkoOO\I¯DInuII^¯\QNI¯<^G¯GI<nP

/nkoOO\I¯DInuII^¯�Ik`¯0uQ^l¯<^G¯�`Gl
`N¯
I<nP


<nn\I¯DInuII^¯G<w¯<^G¯^QOPn


<nn\I¯DInuII^¯O``G¯<^G¯ItQ\

7P<n¯I\lI¯uIkI¯nPI¯ <w<¯kII^<EnQ^O
nPk`oOP¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¼

/nkoOO\I¯DInuII^¯\QNI¯<^G¯GI<nP

/nkoOO\I¯DInuII^¯�Ik`¯0uQ^l¯<^G¯�`Gl
`N¯
I<nP


<nn\I¯DInuII^¯G<w¯<^G¯^QOPn


<nn\I¯DInuII^¯O``G¯<^G¯ItQ\

7P<n¯P<hhI^IG¯n`¯l`]I¯\`lIkl¯Ê`k
\`lQ^O¯E<hn<Q^lË¯`N¯nPI¯O<]I¼


IE<hQn<nQ`^¯ÊPo]<^¯l<EkQ{EIË

7PI^¯Ql¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¯lnQ\\¯h\<wIG
n`G<w¼

7`k\G¯ <w<¯D<\\¯O<]I¯EP<]hQ`^lPQh

.I\QOQ`ol¯NIlnQt<\l¯\Q[I¯nPI¯lo]]Ik
l`\lnQEI

�`u¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯olI¯<¯^<nok<\
kIl`okEI¯Q^¯nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^n¯n`
GItI\`h¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¼

0PIw¯n<hhIG¯nPI¯koDDIk¯nkIIl¯Q^¯nPI
k<Q^N`kIln¯N`k¯\<nIv¯n`¯]<[I¯D`o^Ew¯D<\\lµ

7Pw¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯l`]InQ]Il¯l<EkQ{EI
<¯D<\\¯h\<wIk¼

0`¯[IIh¯nPI¯O`Gl¯P<hhw¯<^G¯kInok^¯nPIQk
OQNnl

#k¯n`¯I^lokI¯nPI¯P<ktIln¯ÊkIDQknP¯`N
]<QzIË

7P<n¯G`Il¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯D<\\¯E`oknl¯Q^
I<k\w¯ <w<¯EQnQIl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯nPIQk
DI\QINl¯`k¯t<\oIl¼

0PIw¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯ÊEI^nk<\Ëµ

0PIw¯P<G¯<¯kI\QOQ`ol¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ê^Ivn¯n`
nI]h\IlËµ
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Questions: Answers:

7P<n¯Ql¯<¯nIk]¯N`k¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`
u<nEPIG¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¼

/hIEn<n`kl

7P<n¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯l<EkQ{EI¯]`kI
`NnI^¯nP<^¯Po]<^¯DIQ^Ol¼

�^Q]<\l


k`hl¯`N¯nPIQk¯`u^¯D\``G¯ÊD\``G\InnQ^OË

7Pw¯G`¯uI¯nPQ^[¯nP<n¯ <w<¯u`]I^
<\l`¯h\<wIG¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¼

�Ik<]QE¯{OokIl¯lP`uQ^O¯u`]I^
GkIllIG¯N`k¯nPI¯O<]I¯P<tI¯DII^¯N`o^Gµ

7Pw¯G`¯E<ktQ^Ol¯l`]InQ]Il¯lP`u¯D<\\
h\<wIkl¯<\]`ln¯\wQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯Ok`o^G¼


IE<olI¯nPIw¯P<G¯n`¯OIn¯\`u¯n`¯nPI
Ok`o^G¯joQnI¯`NnI^¯n`¯PQn¯\`u¯D<\\l¯uQnP
nPIQk¯PQhlµ

7PIkI¯u<l¯nPI¯D<\\¯O<]I¯h\<wIG¼ �\\¯`tIk¯ Il`<]IkQE<¯Ê IvQE`¶
�o<nI]<\<¶¯
I\QzI¶¯�`^Gok<l¶¯�\¯/<\t<G`k¶
<^G¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^Ë

7P<n¯]QOPn¯nPI¯D<\\¯Q^¯nPI¯O<]I
lw]D`\QzI¯<l¯h<kn¯`N¯<¯kQno<\¼

0PI¯lo^
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 19 Exit Ticket (Sentence Starters)

Directions: �^luIk¯nPI¯nu`¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`u¯n`¯lP`u¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯nPI¯ <w<¯D<\\

O<]Iµ¯1lI¯uP<n¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯tQIuIG¶¯`k¯GQlEollIG¯Q^¯E\<llµ

�µ 7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯nPQ^O¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯ <w<¯D<\\¯O<]I¯kI|IEnIG¯`k¯kIQ^N`kEIG

 <w<¯t<\oIl¯`k¯DI\QINl¼

The Maya believed the ball game was important because...

The ball game showed Maya values such as...

�µ 7PQEP¯l`okEI¯PI\hIG¯w`o¯\I<k^¯nPQl¼¯7Pw¯u<l¯Qn¯PI\hNo\¼¯Ê�PIE[¯`^I¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw¯Qn

PI\hIG¯w`o¯o^GIkln<^GµË

+I^^¯ olIo]¯<knQE\I

�``O\I¯�knl¯Ý¯�o\nokI¯Q^nIk<EnQtI

�^`nPIk¯l`okEI·

�vh\<Q^¯uPw¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯u<l¯PI\hNo\·

The ___ source helped me understand the Maya because ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Maya Rulers of Bonampak

Directions: As you visit the four stations of Maya ancient murals, follow the steps below to

engage in the Investigating Sources routine.

Observe: Look closely at the image.

Ask yourself the following questions as you visit each station:

What do I notice right away?

Who created this mural? When might it have been made? Who was it for?

What are people doing, wearing, or holding?

What objects or symbols stand out?

What does the setting tell me?

Station 1: Relations with Neighbors

Station 2: War

Station 3: Orchestra and Dancers

Station 4: Royal Dance Ceremony

Lesson 20: Divine Rulers of the Classic City-States
Student Handout
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Read: .I<G¯nPI¯E<hnQ`^l¯<^G¯GIlEkQhnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGIG¯uQnP¯I<EP¯]ok<\µ

�l[¯w`oklI\N¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯<l¯w`o¯tQlQn¯I<EP¯ln<nQ`^·

7P<nÕl¯P<hhI^Q^O¯Q^¯nPQl¯lEI^I¼¯7P<n¯kQno<\l¯`k¯Eo\nok<\¯hk<EnQEIl¯<kI¯DIQ^O¯lP`u^¼

7P<n¯G`Il¯nPQl¯]ok<\¯loOOIln¯<D`on¯ <w<¯DI\QINl¶¯l`EQInw¶¯`k¯\I<GIklPQh¼

7P<n¯E<^¯�¯Q^NIk¯<D`on¯nPI¯EP<\\I^OIl¯`k¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯nPI¯ <w<¯N<EIG¼

/n<nQ`^¯�·¯.I\<nQ`^l¯uQnP¯!IQOPD`kl

/n<nQ`^¯�·¯7<k

/n<nQ`^¯�·¯#kEPIlnk<¯<^G¯
<^EIkl

/n<nQ`^¯�·¯.`w<\¯
<^EI¯�IkI]`^w

Connect: �`u¯G`¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¯PI\h¯w`o¯<^luIk¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How did Maya

rituals and practices showcase their beliefs? 
I¯lokI¯n`¯EQnI¯lhIEQ{E¯ItQGI^EI¯`k¯Iv<]h\Il

Nk`]¯nPI¯]ok<\l¯w`o¯Yoln¯lnoGQIGµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Origins and Purposes of Trade Products

Directions: For each image, write the letter of the product’s origin and its purpose for the
Maya.

Jade

__________

Jaguar pelts

__________

Finely woven
cloth

__________

Honey

__________

Quetzal and
other feathers

__________

Spiny oyster
(Spondylus) and
other shells

__________

Cacao pods and
beans
(chocolate)

__________

Obsidian

__________

Lesson 20: Divine Rulers of the Classic City-States
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


A. �k`u^¯]<Q^\w¯Q^¯�o<nI]<\<¶¯nPI¯h`Gl¯uIkI¯GkQIG¶¯<^G¯nPI¯DI<^l¯uIkI¯nk<GIG¯nPk`oOP`on
 Il`<]IkQE<¯<^G¯olIG¯<l¯<¯l`kn¯`N¯EokkI^Ewµ¯/Q^EI¯Qn¯Ql¯`DtQ`ol\w¯tIkw¯IvhI^lQtI¯n`¯I<n¯]`^Iw¶
`^\w¯ko\Ikl¯E`o\G¯<NN`kG¯n`¯GkQ^[¯nPI¯Nk`nPw¯EP`E`\<nI¯DItIk<OIlµ

B.°�¯P<kG¯ln`^I¯E<ktIG¯n`¯]<[I¯YIuI\kw¯<^G¯kI\QOQ`ol¯`NNIkQ^Ol¯N`k¯^`D\Ilµ¯0PI¯]<Q^¯l`okEI
u<l¯nPI¯ `n<Oo<¯.QtIk¯Q^¯�o<nI]<\<¯Ê^I<k¯nPI¯EQnw¯`N¯-oQkQOo=Ëµ

C. 0k<GIG¶¯u`k^¶¯<^G¯olIG¯Q^¯kQno<\l¯Dw¯ko\Ikl¯<^G¯^`D\Il¶¯nPI¯ <w<¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯\`tIG¯nPIlI
E`\`kNo\¯lI<¯hk`GoEnl¯N`o^G¯Q^¯`^\w¯`^I¯lh`n¯`^¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯E`<ln¯`N¯ IvQE`µ¯ <kQ^I¯QnI]l¯P<tI
DII^¯N`o^G¯N<k¯Q^\<^G¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯E`^EPIl¯N`k¯nko]hInl¯<^G¯]<^w¯nwhIl¯N`k¯YIuI\kw
<^G°GIE`k<nQ`^lµ

D. 0PQl¯Ql¯N`o^G¯uPIkItIk¯nPIkI¯<kI¯DIIlµ¯�n¯]<w¯P<tI¯DII^¯l`]InPQ^O¯`^\w¯^`D\I¯N<]Q\QIl
uIkI¯<\\`uIG¯n`¯hk`GoEI¯<^G¯nPI^¯nk<GIG¯GQkIEn\w¯Nk`]¯`^I¯ko\Q^O¯N<]Q\w¯n`¯<^`nPIkµ

E. 1lIG¯n`¯]<[I¯E`lno]Il¯N`k¯kQno<\l¶¯nPIlI¯E<]I¯Nk`]¯DQkGl¯\QtQ^O¯Q^¯nPI¯ÒE\`oG¯N`kIlnlÓ¯`N¯nPI
�o<nI]<\<^¯PQOP\<^Glµ¯#nPIk¯t<\oIG¯DQkG¯lhIEQIl¯\QtIG¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯ <w<¯kIOQ`^µ

F. �kI<nIG¯<\\¯`tIk¯nPI¯ <w<¯u`k\G¯Nk`]¯E`nn`^¶¯`^\w¯nPI¯]`ln¯l[Q\\IG¯uI<tIkl¯E`o\G¯EkI<nI¯nPI
u`^GIkNo\¯hk`GoEnl¯GIlQkIG¯Dw¯ko\Ikl¯Ê<^G¯`NnI^¯OQtI^¯<l¯nkQDonI¶¯<l¯lP`u^¯PIkIËµ

G.°�`o^G¯`^\w¯Q^¯EIkn<Q^¯h\<EIl¯Q^¯t`\E<^QE¯kIOQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI¯]`o^n<Q^l¯`N¯ IvQE`
<^G¯�o<nI]<\<¶¯<^G¯^I<k¯0I`nQPo<E<^¶¯nPQl¯P<kG¯]<nIkQ<\¯u<l¯olIG¯N`k¯uI<h`^l¶¯D`Gw
GIE`k<nQ`^l¶¯<^G¯kQno<\lµ

H.°0PIlI¯lnkQ[Q^O¯<^Q]<\¯hk`GoEnl¯uIkI¯olIG¯n`¯]<[I¯kQno<\¯uI<kµ¯0PI¯<^Q]<\l¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI
Yo^O\Il¯<^G¯N`kIlnl¯`N¯ IvQE`¶¯�o<nI]<\<¶¯
I\QzI¶¯<^G¯�`^Gok<lµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯lPw¶¯^`Enok^<\¶¯<^G
tIkw¯{IkEIµ

Text source: Adapted by Primary Source from Empire - A Game of Maya Trade and Conquest, created by Jessica A.

Deckard for the Middle American Research Institute & the Stone Center for Latin American Studies at Tulane

University, 2002, pp 9 & 11.

Image sources:

Left to right, top to bottom:

Jade head ornament. Image by Cleveland Museum of Art via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 1.0.

Standing jaguar. Image by USFWS via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Cylinder vase (rollout view). Image © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Close up of capped and uncapped honeycomb. Image by Einebillion via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.

Resplendent quetzal. Image by Charlie Jackson via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

Spondylus crassisquama. Image by Kevin Walsh via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

Cacao pods. Image by Medicaster via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Obsidian spearheads from Palenque. Image by Simon Burchell via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Jade Finely woven cloth

Quetzal and other feathers Cacao pods and beans
(chocolate)
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Jaguar pelts Honey

Spiny oyster (Spondylus)
and other shells

Obsidian
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UNFORTUNATE EVENT! UNFORTUNATE EVENT!

Excessive warfare
between city-states

Drought

UNFORTUNATE EVENT! UNFORTUNATE EVENT!

Overpopulation and
deforestation

Disruption of land-based
trade routes by sea routes
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Image sources:

Page 1 (left to right, top to bottom)

Jade head ornament. Image by Cleveland Museum of Art via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 1.0.

Cylinder vase (rollout view). Image © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Resplendent quetzal. Image by Charlie Jackson via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

Cacao pods. Image by Medicaster via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Page 2 (left to right, top to bottom):

Standing jaguar. Image by USFWS via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Close up of capped and uncapped honeycomb. Image by Einebillion via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.

Spondylus crassisquama). Image by Kevin Walsh via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

Obsidian spearheads from Palenque. Image by Simon Burchell via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Page 3 (left to right, top to bottom):

Battle scene mural from Room 2, South Wall, Bonampak, Mexico, Maya, 791 CE. Image by Heather Hurst

and Leonard Ashby, Yale University Art Gallery, Gift of Bonampak Documentation Project.

Dried cornstalks at the Morrow Plots. Image by AheadByEcho via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

Lacanja burn crop. Image by Jami Dwyer via Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Cargo boat on the Gulf Coast of Campeche State, Mexico. Image by Richard L. Thornton via The Americas

Revealed is used with permission.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Maya Rulers of Bonampak (Sentence Frames)

Directions: As you visit the four stations of Maya ancient murals, follow the steps below to

engage in the Investigating Sources routine. You can use the sentence frames to help form

your responses.

Observe: Look closely at the image.

Ask yourself the following questions as you visit each station:

What do I notice right away?

Who created this mural? When might it have been made? Who was it for?

What are people doing, wearing, or holding?

What objects or symbols stand out?

What does the setting tell me?

I notice ___.
People are _(wearing/doing/holding)_…
Objects or symbols I see include ___ and ___.

Station 1: Relations with Neighbors

Station 2: War

Station 3: Orchestra and Dancers
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Station 4: Royal Dance Ceremony

Read: Read the captions and descriptions included with each mural.

Ask yourself the following questions as you visit each station:

What’s happening in this scene? What rituals or cultural practices are being shown?

What does this mural suggest about Maya beliefs, society, or leadership?

What can I infer about the challenges or opportunities the Maya faced?

These murals can tell me that the Maya participated in ___ and ___.
Some challenges they had were ___ and ___.

Some opportunities they had were ___ and ___.

Station 1: Relations with Neighbors

Station 2: War

Station 3: Orchestra and Dancers

Station 4: Royal Dance Ceremony
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Connect: �`u¯G`¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¯PI\h¯w`o¯<^luIk¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How did Maya
rituals and practices showcase their beliefs? 
I¯lokI¯n`¯EQnI¯lhIEQ{E¯ItQGI^EI¯`k¯Iv<]h\Il

Nk`]¯nPI¯]ok<\l¯w`o¯Yoln¯lnoGQIGµ

The Maya showed their beliefs through rituals such as ___ and ___.
The murals help us understand that the Maya believed in ___ and showed this through their

ritual/practice of ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 4 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Match a Ritual or Practice with a Belief and Challenge

Directions: �P``lI¯`^I¯Iv<]h\I¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E`\o]^¯DI\`u¯nP<n¯w`o¯lnoGQIGµ¯9`oÕ\\¯Ivh\<Q^
P`u¯nPIw¯E`^^IEn¯Q^¯+<kn¯�µ

Ritual or Practice Belief Challenge


\``G\InnQ^O
kQno<\l°°°°°°°°

�<\I^G<k¯EIkI]`^QIl

 ok<\l¯<^G¯E<ktQ^Ol

0I]h\I¯DoQ\GQ^O

#NNIkQ^OlÂl<EkQ{EIl¯n`
O`Gl

�`Gl¯E`^nk`\¯^<nokIµ

�I\IlnQ<\¯ItI^nl
lP<hI¯Po]<^
GIlnQ^wµ°°°°°°°°

�Q^Ol¯<kI¯l<EkIG
Q^nIk]IGQ<kQIlµ

�QNI¯Ql¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`
nPI¯E`l]`lµ°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°


<\<^EI¯]oln¯DI¯[Ihn
Q^¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ°°°°°°°°


k`oOPn¯<^G¯Ek`h
N<Q\okI

+kIGQEnQ^O¯uI<nPIk¯`k
P<ktIln

 <Q^n<Q^Q^O
\I<GIklPQh¯<^G¯`kGIk

�<klP¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G
GI^lI¯Yo^O\I

�`^|QEn¯uQnP¯kQt<\¯EQnwÆ
ln<nIl
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Part 2: Explain the Connections

Directions: Answer the questions below to show the connections between your choices. 

1. What ritual or practice did you choose? What was it, and what did it look like or

involve?

2. What belief was connected to this ritual or practice? What did the Maya believe, and
why?

3. What challenge did the Maya face that this ritual or belief helped address?

Lesson 21: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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+<kn¯�·¯�Q^<\¯.I|IEnQ`^


QkIEnQ`^l·°�^luIk¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯olQ^O¯w`ok¯]<nEP¯<D`tI·¯How did Maya rituals

and practices showcase their beliefs? 1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯Iv<]h\Il¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯<^G¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 4 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Match a Ritual or Practice with a Belief and Challenge

Directions: �P``lI¯`^I¯Iv<]h\I¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E`\o]^¯DI\`u¯nP<n¯w`o¯lnoGQIGµ¯9`oÕ\\¯Ivh\<Q^
P`u¯nPIw¯E`^^IEn¯Q^¯+<kn¯�µ

Ritual or Practice Belief Challenge


\``G\InnQ^O
kQno<\l°°°°°°°°

�<\I^G<k¯EIkI]`^QIl

 ok<\l¯<^G¯E<ktQ^Ol

0I]h\I¯DoQ\GQ^O

#NNIkQ^OlÂl<EkQ{EIl¯n`
O`Gl

�`Gl¯E`^nk`\¯^<nokIµ

�I\IlnQ<\¯ItI^nl
lP<hI¯Po]<^
GIlnQ^wµ°°°°°°°°

�Q^Ol¯<kI¯l<EkIG
Q^nIk]IGQ<kQIlµ

�QNI¯Ql¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`
nPI¯E`l]`lµ°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°


<\<^EI¯]oln¯DI¯[Ihn
Q^¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ°°°°°°°°


k`oOPn¯<^G¯Ek`h
N<Q\okI

+kIGQEnQ^O¯uI<nPIk¯`k
P<ktIln

 <Q^n<Q^Q^O
\I<GIklPQh¯<^G¯`kGIk

�<klP¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G
GI^lI¯Yo^O\I

�`^|QEn¯uQnP¯kQt<\¯EQnwÆ
ln<nIl
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Part 2: Explain the Connections

Directions: �^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`u¯n`¯lP`u¯nPI¯E`^^IEnQ`^l¯DInuII^¯w`ok¯EP`QEIlµ

�QkE\I¯`^I¯n`hQE¯Nk`]¯nPI¯n<D\I¯<D`tI¶¯<^G¯olI¯Qn¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`
EQnI¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIlµ

�µ 7P<n¯kQno<\¯`k¯hk<EnQEI¯GQG¯w`o¯EP``lI¼¯7P<n¯u<l¯Qn¶¯<^G¯uP<n¯GQG¯Qn¯\``[¯\Q[I¯`k¯Q^t`\tI¼

The ritual of ___ involved ___. It may have looked like ___.

�µ 7P<n¯DI\QIN¯u<l¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯nPQl¯kQno<\¯`k¯hk<EnQEI¼¯7P<n¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯DI\QItI¯<^G
uPw¼

The Maya believed that ___. They thought this because ___. This belief was important

because ___.

�µ 7P<n¯EP<\\I^OI¯GQG¯nPI¯ <w<¯N<EI¯nP<n¯nPQl¯kQno<\¯`k¯DI\QIN¯PI\hIG¯<GGkIll¼

One challenge the Maya faced was ___. This ritual or belief helped them by ___. It helped the

Maya deal with ___.
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+<kn¯�·¯�Q^<\¯.I|IEnQ`^


QkIEnQ`^l·°�^luIk¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯olQ^O¯w`ok¯]<nEP¯<D`tI·¯How did Maya rituals

and practices showcase their beliefs? 1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯Iv<]h\Il¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯<^G¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^µ

The Maya used ___ to show their belief in ___. This practice helped them respond to ___. This

shows that Maya rituals were closely connected to ___.
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Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Cluster 5: Taíno Culture and the Ancient Caribbean

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Gallery Walk Note Catcher

Directions: As you participate in the Gallery Walk, examine each artifact carefully. For each

artifact, record your observations (what you see directly) and your inferences (what you think

the artifact might tell us about how people lived in the ancient Caribbean).

Artifact Observations

What do you see?

Inferences

What might this object tell us about how
people lived?

How do you think geography (islands, water,
landforms) might be related?

1

2

3

4
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Gallery Walk Note Catcher (Sentence Starters)

Directions: As you participate in the Gallery Walk, examine each artifact carefully. For each

artifact, record your observations (what you see directly) and your inferences (what you think

the artifact might tell us about how people lived in the ancient Caribbean).

Artifact Observations

What do you see?

Sentence starters:

I see…

I notice that…

Inferences

What might this object tell us about how
people lived?

How do you think geography (islands, water,
landforms) might be related?

Sentence starters:

This could mean that…

The artifact suggests that…

1

2

3
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Artifact Observations

What do you see?

Sentence starters:

I see…

I notice that…

Inferences

What might this object tell us about how
people lived?

How do you think geography (islands, water,
landforms) might be related?

Sentence starters:
This could mean that…

The artifact suggests that…

4
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Taíno Note Catcher

Part 1 Directions: Use the Taíno History, Beliefs, and Way of Life Student Slide Deck to help

you learn about Taíno history, beliefs, and ways of life. As you read and analyze a series of

sources, collect evidence and information in the Graphic Organizer below.

Observe: Scan the source and take notes on the type (primary or secondary) and any

document features.

Read: Read closely and record notes on the main ideas of the text. Be sure to look at

any included images for more information.

Topic # and
name

Observe: Take notes on the type
of source and document

features.

Read: Take notes on the main ideas.

1.
Origins

2.
Technology

3.
Villages,
homes, and
daily life

4.
Government
and
leadership

Lesson 23: How Movement Shaped the Caribbean
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Topic # and
name

Observe: Take notes on the type
of source and document

features.

Read: Take notes on the main ideas.

5.
Batey and
play

6.
Beliefs and
stories

Lesson 23: How Movement Shaped the Caribbean
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2 Directions: Review your notes from each section above and use them to connect your

learnings to the Supporting Question.

Topic # and
name

Connect: What do these sources reveal about how migration or
geography shaped Taíno culture?

1.
Origins

2.
Technology

3.
Villages,
homes, and
daily life

4.
Government
and
leadership

5.
Batey and
play

6.
Beliefs and
stories

Lesson 23: How Movement Shaped the Caribbean
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Taino Note Catcher (Sentence Frames)

Part 1 Directions: Use the Taíno History, Beliefs, and Way of Life Student Slide Deck to help

you learn about Taíno history, beliefs, and ways of life. As you read and analyze a series of

sources, collect evidence and information in the Graphic Organizer below.

Observe: Scan the source and take notes on the type (primary or secondary) and any

document features.

Read: Read closely and record notes on the main ideas of the text. Be sure to look at

any included images for more information.

Topic # and
name

Observe: Take notes on the type
of source and document
features.

The source is
_primary/secondary_.

It has ___ features. Read: Take notes on the main ideas.

1.
Origins

2.
Technology

3.
Villages,
homes, and
daily life

Lesson 23: How Movement Shaped the Caribbean
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Topic # and
name

Observe: Take notes on the type
of source and document
features.

The source is
_primary/secondary_.

It has ___ features. Read: Take notes on the main ideas.

4.
Government
and
leadership

5.
Batey and
play

6.
Beliefs and
stories

Lesson 23: How Movement Shaped the Caribbean
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2 Directions: Review your notes from each section above and use them to connect your

learnings to the Supporting Question.

Topic # and
name

Connect: What do these sources reveal about how migration or
geography shaped Taíno culture?

This shows that _geography/migration_ shaped Taíno culture by ___.

1.
Origins

2.
Technology

3.
Villages,
homes, and
daily life

4.
Government
and
leadership

5.
Batey and
play

6.
Beliefs and
stories

Lesson 23: How Movement Shaped the Caribbean
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Taíno Words: Clues to the Past

Directions: For each Taíno word, write your guess for what it means in English. Match up the

words and pictures on the cards to determine the actual English words. Then explain what

the word tells us about where or how the Taíno people lived in the ancient past.

barbacoa

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

bohio

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

cacique

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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canoa

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

hamaca

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

hurucán

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

iguana

English meaning guess:

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

mahiz

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

manatí

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

zavana

English meaning guess:

Actual English meaning:

What this word might tell us about the Taino in the ancient past:

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Challenge question: What are some ideas you have about why or how these words became

a part of English-speaking vocabulary?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Taíno Legacies Today

Part 1 Directions: As you watch Pero Like’s video, “How Taíno Culture Affects Us Today,” listen
for important examples of how Taíno culture lives on today.

1. What did the Spanish try to take away and destroy? (2:24)

2. What Taíno cultural elements survived? (3:06)

3. Why did Irka Mateo create this video? Who is the audience, and what message is she
trying to share? (5:44)

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2 Directions: �GI^nQNw¯GQNNIkI^n¯nwhIl¯`N¯l`okEIl¯nP<n¯PI\h¯ol¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPI¯h<lnµ¯0PIkI
<kI¯nu`¯]<Q^¯nwhIl¯`N¯l`okEIl·

Primary source:°<¯{klnP<^G¯<EE`o^n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯nQ]I¯`k¯hIkl`^¯Q^t`\tIG

Secondary source: <¯kInI\\Q^O¯`k¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯Dw¯l`]I`^I¯uP`¯u<l¯^`n¯nPIkI

�``[¯<n¯I<EP¯QnI]¯DI\`uµ¯
IEQGI¯QN¯Qn¯Ql¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯l`okEI¯Ê+Ë¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¯Ê/Ë¯Dw¯EQkE\Q^O
nPI¯E`kkIEn¯\InnIkµ

Description of source

Is it primary (P)
or secondary
(S)?

�¯tQGI`¯]<GI¯Dw¯�k[<¯ <nI`¶¯uP`¯Ql¯0<S^< +¯Â¯/

�¯PQln`kw¯nIvnD``[¯<D`on¯nPI¯/h<^QlP¯E`^joIln +¯Â¯/

�¯0<S^`¯]olQE<\¯hIkN`k]<^EI¯kIE`kGIG¯\<ln¯wI<k°°°°°°°° +¯Â¯/

�^¯<knQE\I¯Nk`] National Geographic°<D`on¯
!�¯kIlI<kEP°°°°°°°° +¯Â¯/

�^¯`\G¯n``\¯]<GI¯`N¯`DlQGQ<^¯olIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<S^`¯hI`h\I°°°°°°°° +¯Â¯/
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Part 3 Directions: Looking at the same sources, which sources would be most helpful to
answer the Supporting Question: How did migration and geography shape the unique

cultures of the ancient Caribbean?

Description of source

Would this source be helpful to
understand how migration and
geography shaped ancient Caribbean
cultures like the Taíno?

Why or why not?

A video made by Irka Mateo, who is Taína Yes / No
because…

A history textbook about the Spanish
conquest

Yes / No
because…

A Taíno musical performance recorded last
year        

Yes / No
because…

An article from National Geographic about
DNA research        

Yes / No
because…

An old tool made of obsidian used by the
Taíno people        

Yes / No
because…
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manatí

hurucán

canoa

hamaca
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barbacoa

bohio

cacique

mahiz
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zavana

iguana

Image sources:

Manatee. Image by Pham Thanh via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Hurricane. Image by Michael Baranovskiy via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Canoe. Image by James Cottell via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Hammock. Image by Vector Zilla via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Barbeque. Image by b farias via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Hut. Image by les vieux garcons via NounProject, CC BY 3.0.

Leader. Image by Creative Mania via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Corn. Image by David Lamm via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Savanna. Image by The Icon Z via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.

Iguana. Image by Kevin via Noun Project, CC BY 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Taíno Legacies Today (Sentence Starters)

Part 1 Directions: As you watch Pero Like’s video, “How Taíno Culture Affects Us Today,” listen
for important examples of how Taíno culture lives on today. Use the included sentence
starters to help you.

1. What did the Spanish try to take away and destroy? (2:24)

Sentence Starters:

The Spanish tried to take away…

They wanted to stop the Taíno from…

2. What Taíno cultural elements survived? (3:06)

Sentence Starters:

One cultural element that survived was…

Taíno people still have…

3. Why did Irka Mateo create this video? Who is the audience, and what message is she
trying to share? (5:44)

Sentence Starters:

Irka Mateo made this video because…

The video is for people who...

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2 Directions: �GI^nQNw¯GQNNIkI^n¯nwhIl¯`N¯l`okEIl¯nP<n¯PI\h¯ol¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPI¯h<lnµ¯0PIkI
<kI¯nu`¯]<Q^¯nwhIl¯`N¯l`okEIl·

Primary source:°<¯{klnP<^G¯<EE`o^n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯nQ]I¯`k¯hIkl`^¯Q^t`\tIG

Secondary source: <¯kInI\\Q^O¯`k¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯Dw¯l`]I`^I¯uP`¯u<l¯^`n¯nPIkI

�``[¯<n¯I<EP¯QnI]¯DI\`uµ¯
IEQGI¯QN¯Qn¯Ql¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯l`okEI¯Ê+Ë¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¯Ê/Ë¯Dw¯EQkE\Q^O
nPI¯E`kkIEn¯\InnIkµ

Description of source

Is it primary (P)
or secondary
(S)?

�¯tQGI`¯]<GI¯Dw¯�k[<¯ <nI`¶¯uP`¯Ql¯0<S^< +¯Â¯/

�¯PQln`kw¯nIvnD``[¯<D`on¯nPI¯/h<^QlP¯E`^joIln +¯Â¯/

�¯0<S^`¯]olQE<\¯hIkN`k]<^EI¯kIE`kGIG¯\<ln¯wI<k°°°°°°°° +¯Â¯/

�^¯<knQE\I¯Nk`] National Geographic°<D`on¯
!�¯kIlI<kEP°°°°°°°° +¯Â¯/

�^¯`\G¯n``\¯]<GI¯`N¯`DlQGQ<^¯olIG¯Dw¯nPI¯0<S^`¯hI`h\I°°°°°°°° +¯Â¯/
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Part 3 Directions: Looking at the same sources, which sources would be most helpful to
answer the Supporting Question: How did migration and geography shape the unique

cultures of the ancient Caribbean?

Description of source

Would this source be helpful to
understand how migration and
geography shaped ancient Caribbean
cultures like the Taíno?

Why or why not?

A video made by Irka Mateo, who is Taína Yes / No
because…

A history textbook about the Spanish
conquest

Yes / No
because…

A Taíno musical performance recorded last
year        

Yes / No
because…

An article from National Geographic about
DNA research        

Yes / No
because…

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Description of source

Would this source be helpful to
understand how migration and
geography shaped ancient Caribbean
cultures like the Taíno?

Why or why not?

An old tool made of obsidian used by the
Taíno people        

Yes / No
because…

Lesson 24: Legacies of Taíno Culture Today
Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 5 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Artifact Analysis

Directions: Analyze the two images below, and answer the corresponding questions.

Taino canoe. Image by Unknown author via The Louverture Project is in the public domain.

1. What do you see in this image? Describe what the people are doing.
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2. What materials do you think were used to build this?

3. Why might canoes have been important to the Taíno people who lived on islands?

4. How does this artifact connect to the migration of Indigenous people in the

Caribbean?

Lesson 25: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Deity Figure (Zemí). Image courtesy of The Met is in the public domain.

�µ 7P<n¯]<nIkQ<\¯Ql¯nPQl¯zI]S¯ÊlhQkQno<\¯{OokIË¯]<GI¯`N¼

�µ 7Pw¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯nPI¯0<S^`¯EkI<nIG¯kI\QOQ`ol¯`k¯lhQkQno<\¯`DYIEnl¯\Q[I¯nPQl¼
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�µ 7P<n¯E<^¯nPQl¯<knQN<En¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯0<S^`¯DI\QINl¯`k¯G<Q\w¯\QNI¼

�µ �`u¯]QOPn¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯Ql\<^Gl¯P<tI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯P`u¯nPQl

{OokI¯u<l¯]<GI¼
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+<kn¯�·¯.I|IEnQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯�Qln`kw¯
IPQ^G¯�knQN<Enl


QkIEnQ`^l·¯7kQnI¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How did migration and

geography shape the unique cultures of the ancient Caribbean?

�^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lI·

1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯D`nP¯<knQN<Enl¯ÊnPI¯l[InEPQ^O¯<^G¯nPI¯l<^Gln`^I¯{OokIËµ

�vh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯ÊloEP¯<l¯Ql\<^Gl¶¯`EI<^¶¯<^G¯N`kIlnlË¯<^G

nPI¯]`tI]I^n¯`N¯hI`h\I¯Q^|oI^EIG¯0<S^`¯Eo\nokIµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 5 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Artifact Analysis

Directions: Analyze the two images below, and answer the corresponding questions.

Taino canoe. Image by Unknown author via The Louverture Project is in the public

domain.

1. What do you see in this image? Describe what the people are doing.

I see ___. The people in this image are ___.
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2. What materials do you think were used to build this?

I think the canoe was made from ___. They might have used ___.

3. Why might canoes have been important to the Taíno people who lived on islands?

Canoes were important because ___. The Taíno used them to ___.

4. How does this artifact connect to the migration of Indigenous people in the

Caribbean?

This canoe shows that people could ___. Migration took place because people ___.
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Deity Figure (Zemí). Image courtesy of The Met is in the public domain.

�µ 7P<n¯]<nIkQ<\¯Ql¯nPQl¯zI]S¯ÊlhQkQno<\¯{OokIË¯]<GI¯`N¼

0PQl¯{OokI¯Ql¯]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯]<GI¯`N¯___µ¯0PI¯0<S^`¯olIG¯___¯n`¯E<ktI¯Qnµ
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�µ 7Pw¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯nPI¯0<S^`¯EkI<nIG¯kI\QOQ`ol¯`k¯lhQkQno<\¯`DYIEnl¯\Q[I¯nPQl¼

0PI¯0<S^`¯]<GI¯lhQkQno<\¯`DYIEnl¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯___µ¯0PQl¯{OokI¯]<w¯P<tI¯DII^¯olIG¯N`k¯___µ

�µ 7P<n¯E<^¯nPQl¯<knQN<En¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯0<S^`¯DI\QINl¯`k¯G<Q\w¯\QNI¼

0PQl¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯0<S^`¯DI\QItIG¯Q^¯___µ¯�n¯nI\\l¯ol¯nP<n¯kI\QOQ`^¯u<l¯___µ

�µ �`u¯]QOPn¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯Ql\<^Gl¯P<tI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯P`u¯nPQl

{OokI¯u<l¯]<GI¼

0PI¯0<S^`¯olIG¯___¯Nk`]¯nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^nµ¯0PI¯Ql\<^Gl¯]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯P<G¯___¯nP<n¯PI\hIG¯nPI]

]<[I¯nPQlµ
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+<kn¯�·¯.I|IEnQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯�Qln`kw¯
IPQ^G¯�knQN<Enl


QkIEnQ`^l·¯7kQnI¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯�`u¯GQG¯]QOk<nQ`^¯<^G

OI`Ok<hPw¯lP<hI¯nPI¯o^QjoI¯Eo\nokIl¯`N¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯�<kQDDI<^¼

�^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lI·

1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯D`nP¯<knQN<Enl¯ÊnPI¯l[InEPQ^O¯<^G¯nPI¯l<^Gln`^I¯{OokIËµ

�vh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯ÊloEP¯<l¯Ql\<^Gl¶¯`EI<^¶¯<^G¯N`kIlnlË¯<^G

nPI¯]`tI]I^n¯`N¯hI`h\I¯Q^|oI^EIG¯0<S^`¯Eo\nokIµ

 QOk<nQ`^¯<^G¯OI`Ok<hPw¯lP<hIG¯0<S^`¯Eo\nokI¯DIE<olI¯___µ¯0PI¯E<^`I¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯0<S^`

___µ¯0PI¯zI]S¯{OokI¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯0<S^`¯___µ¯0PI¯Ql\<^Gl¯<^G¯`EI<^¯uIkI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI

___µ¯0PIlI¯<knQN<Enl¯lP`u¯nP<n¯nPI¯0<S^`¯___µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Americas Content Assessment

Section 1: Geography

Label the following regions of Latin America on the map below: South America, Central
America, and the Caribbean.

Blank map of North and South America. Image by Milenioscuro via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Write the letter of the following regions:

___ South America                                        ___ Central America                          ___ the Caribbean    
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Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Map Analysis Questions:

�µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯w`o¯\<DI\IGµ¯�`u¯P<l¯Qnl¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Q^|oI^EIG¯<^EQI^n¯lInn\I]I^n
h<nnIk^l¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¼

Andes Mountains Yucatán Peninsula

Locator map of the Andes. Image by Vardion via

Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Yucatan Peninsula. Image by Kaldari via Wikimedia

Commons, CC0 1.0
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Section 2: Vocabulary

�µ¯7PQEP¯nu`¯Iv<]h\Il¯DIln¯lP`u¯nPI¯cultural practices°`N¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¼¯�QkE\I

nu`µ

�µ �`\GQ^O¯NIlnQt<\l¯<^G¯EIkI]`^QIl¯n`¯P`^`k¯nPI¯O`Gl


µ 
ItI\`hQ^O¯N<k]Q^O¯nIEP^QjoIl¯loQnIG¯n`¯]`o^n<Q^¯nIkk<EIl

�µ 1lQ^O¯\`E<\¯]<nIkQ<\l¯\Q[I¯\Q]Iln`^I¯n`¯DoQ\G¯nI]h\Il


µ +<llQ^O¯G`u^¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯ln`kQIl¯<^G¯G<^EIl¯nPk`oOP¯OI^Ik<nQ`^l

�µ¯7PQEP¯`N¯nPIlI¯DIln¯GIlEkQDIl¯<^¯egalitarian l`EQInw¼

�µ �¯l`EQInw¯uPIkI¯\I<GIkl¯\QtI¯Q^¯\<kOI¯h<\<EIl¯N<k¯Nk`]¯`nPIkl


µ �¯l`EQInw¯uPIkI¯h`uIk¯<^G¯uI<\nP¯<kI¯lP<kIG¯]`kI¯Ijo<\\w

�µ �¯l`EQInw¯ko\IG¯I^nQkI\w¯Dw¯`^I¯kI\QOQ`ol¯Ok`oh


µ �¯l`EQInw¯nP<n¯N`EolIl¯]`ln\w¯`^¯u<kN<kI¯<^G¯E`^joIln

�µ¯7P`¯uIkI¯nPI¯Olmec¶¯<^G¯uPw¯<kI¯nPIw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯PQln`kw¼

�µ �<k]Ikl¯uP`¯Q^tI^nIG¯^Iu¯n``\l¯N`k¯h\<^nQ^O¯]<QzI


µ 
oQ\GIkl¯uP`¯EkI<nIG¯nPI¯{kln¯|`<nQ^O¯EQnQIl¯`^¯\<[Il

�µ �¯Ok`oh¯`N¯u<kkQ`kl¯uP`¯E`^joIkIG¯\<^Gl¯<Ek`ll¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<


µ �^¯I<k\w¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯nP<n¯Q^|oI^EIG¯\<nIk¯Eo\nokIl¯nPk`oOP¯<kn¶¯kI\QOQ`^¶¯<^G¯EQnw¯GIlQO^

�µ¯7P<n¯<kI¯megacities¶¯<^G¯uPw¯<kI¯nPIw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯lnoGw¼

�µ �<kOI¯N<k]l¯nP<n¯hk`tQGI¯N``G¯N`k¯nPI¯lokk`o^GQ^O¯tQ\\<OIl


µ +`uIkNo\¯\I<GIkl¯uP`¯E`^nk`\\IG¯nk<GI¯k`onIl

�µ �QnQIl¯uQnP¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯nP<n¯Q]h<En¯nPI¯I^tQk`^]I^n¯<^G¯l`EQInw


µ 0I]h\Il¯nP<n¯uIkI¯DoQ\n¯`^¯]`o^n<Q^n`hl¯N`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯EIkI]`^QIl

�µ¯7P<n¯Ql¯<¯legacy°`N¯nPI¯0<S^`¯hI`h\I¯nP<n¯Ql¯lnQ\\¯lII^¯n`G<w¼

�µ 0``\l¯olIG¯n`¯DoQ\G¯/h<^QlPÆlnw\I¯N`knl


µ �``Gl¯Dk`oOPn¯Nk`]¯�ok`hI¶¯\Q[I¯uPI<n¯<^G¯`\QtIl

�µ 7`kGl¶¯Eoln`]l¶¯<^G¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^¯h<llIG¯G`u^¯`tIk¯nQ]I


µ /w]D`\l¯olIG¯`^\w¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯/h<^QlP¯E`^joIln¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^
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Section 3: Paragraph Answer

�^luIk¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯nP<n¯P<l·

�¯lhIEQ{E¯<^G¯<EEok<nI¯E\<Q]

/hIEQ{E¯N<Eno<\¯ItQGI^EI°Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn

�\I<k¯kI<l`^Q^O

9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯n`¯PI\h¯kI]Q^G¯w`o°`N¯l`]I¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<l¯<D`on¯ <w<¯l`EQInw¶¯Don
w`o¯E<^¯<\l`¯olI¯`nPIk¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯w`o¯kI]I]DIkµ

Ò0PI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯uIkI¯<EE`]h\QlPIG¯`DlIktIkl¯`N¯nPI¯l[wµ¯0PQl¯Q]<OI¯lP`ul¯ <w<¯<^Q]<\
E`^lnI\\<nQ`^l¯N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯+<kQl¯�`GIvµ¯1lQ^O¯nPIQk¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯<lnk`^`]w¯<^G
]<nPI]<nQEl¶¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯GItI\`hIG¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]`ln¯<EEok<nI¯E<\I^G<k¯lwlnI]l¯Q^
Po]<^¯PQln`kwµ¯0PI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯P<G¯<¯N<lEQ^<nQ`^¯uQnP¯EwE\Il¯`N¯nQ]Iµ¯0PI¯]`ln¯E`]]`^\w
[^`u^¯ <w<¯EwE\QE<\¯E<\I^G<kl¯<kI¯nPI¯�<<D¶¯nPI¯0z`\[ÕQ^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯�<\I^G<k¯.`o^Gµ¯�lQGI
Nk`]¯nPIlI¶¯nPI¯ <w<¯<\l`¯GItI\`hIG¯nPI¯�`^O¯�`o^n¯E<\I^G<k¯n`¯EPk`^`\`OQE<\\w¯G<nI
]wnPQE<\¯<^G¯PQln`kQE<\¯ItI^nlµ¯0PI¯��¯D<[no^¯EwE\I¯`N¯nPI¯ <w<¯�`^O¯�`o^n¯E<\I^G<k
]I<lokIl¯�¶���¶���¯G<wl¯`k¯�¶���µ���¯nk`hQE<\¯wI<klµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯\`^OIln¯EwE\Il¯N`o^G¯Q^
nPI¯ <w<¯E<\I^G<k¯lwlnI]µ¯0PQl¯EwE\I¯I^GIG¯`^¯nPI¯uQ^nIk¯l`\lnQEI¶¯
IEI]DIk¯��¶¯����µÓ

Text source: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. "Living Maya Time."

7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯u<w¯nP<n¯DI\QINl¯<^G¯t<\oIl¯lP<hIG¯ <w<¯EQnQIl¶¯<^G¯uPw¯GQG¯nPQl¯]<nnIk¯n`¯nPIQk
l`EQInw¯<^G¯Eo\nokI¼
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Section 4: Applied Historical Inquiry
.I<G¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lEI^<kQ`¯<^G¯nPI¯jo`nIl¯Dw¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯\I<GIkl¯`k¯Eo\nok<\¯DI\QINlµ
0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

Scenario: �¯\`E<\¯]olIo]¯Ql¯GIEQGQ^O¯P`u¯n`¯olI¯<¯Ok<^n¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯nPI¯PQln`kw¯`N
�^GQOI^`ol¯l`EQInQIl¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<lµ¯0PI¯]olIo]¯\I<GIk¯Ql¯E`^lQGIkQ^O¯nPkII¯`hnQ`^l·

Option 1: 
oQ\G¯<¯+\<^In<kQo]¯�vPQDQn

Goal: 0I<EP¯tQlQn`kl¯P`u¯nPI¯ <w<¯<^G¯�^E<¯olIG¯<lnk`^`]w¯n`¯OoQGI¯N<k]Q^O
<^G¯kI\QOQ`ol¯\QNI

Option 2: .IEkI<nI¯<¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯/w]D`\¯7<\\

Goal: �In¯tQlQn`kl¯n`oEP¯<^G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯kIh\QE<l¯`N¯<^EQI^n¯lw]D`\l¯<^G¯Q]<OIl¶
o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯P`u¯nPIw¯hkIlIktIG¯ln`kQIl¯<^G¯DI\QINl

Option 3:°�`ln¯<¯�`]]o^Qnw¯�IlnQt<\

Goal: �I\IDk<nI¯�^GQOI^`ol¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯uQnP¯]olQE¶¯G<^EI¶¯<^G¯ln`kwnI\\Q^O¯Nk`]
\`E<\¯�^GQOI^`ol¯\I<GIkl

�µ¯7PQEP¯`N¯nPIlI¯ln<nI]I^nl¯Ql¯<¯fact¼¯�QkE\I¯`^I.

�µ 0PI¯]olIo]¯uQ\\¯`NNIk¯n`okl¯Q^¯D`nP¯�^O\QlP¯<^G¯/h<^QlPµ


µ 0PI¯GQkIEn`k¯P`hIl¯nPI¯NIlnQt<\¯uQ\\¯DoQ\G¯hkQGI¯Q^¯\`E<\¯Eo\nokIµ

�µ 0PI¯u<\\¯`N¯lw]D`\l¯<^G¯Q]<OIl¯uQ\\¯DI¯nPI¯]`ln¯IvEQnQ^O¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯IvPQDQnµ


µ 0PI¯h\<^In<kQo]¯uQ\\¯DI¯<¯DI<onQNo\¯<GGQnQ`^¯n`¯nPI¯]olIo]µ

�µ¯7PQEP¯`N¯nPIlI¯ln<nI]I^nl¯Ql¯<^¯opinion¼¯�QkE\I¯`^I.

�µ �^GQOI^`ol¯ln`kwnI\\Q^O¯PI\hl¯nI<EP¯t<\oIl¯<Ek`ll¯OI^Ik<nQ`^lµ


µ 0PI¯lw]D`\¯IvPQDQn¯uQ\\¯lP`u¯kIE`kGIG¯]Ill<OIl¯Nk`]¯]o\nQh\I¯Eo\nokIlµ

�µ 0PI¯NIlnQt<\¯Ql¯<¯OkI<n¯u<w¯n`¯OIn¯hI`h\I¯IvEQnIG¯<D`on¯PQln`kwµ


µ 0PI¯<lnk`^`]w¯GQlh\<w¯uQ\\¯NI<nokI¯E`^lnI\\<nQ`^l¯olIG¯Dw¯nPI¯ <w<µ

Ò0PI¯ <w<¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯u<l¯<n¯Qnl¯PIQOPn¯DInuII^¯���¯<^G¯���µ¯�^lEkQhnQ`^l¯P<tI¯DII^¯N`o^G
`^¯]`^o]I^n<\¯lEo\hnokI¶¯hoD\QE¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¶¯]ok<\l¶¯h`nnIkw¶¯lPI\\¶¯`DlQGQ<^¶¯D`^I¶¯u``G¶¯Y<GI¶
<^G¯lEkII^N`\G¯D``[l¯E<\\IG¯E`GQEIlµ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯`^\w¯QGI^nQ{IG¯<l¯<¯ukQnQ^O¯lwlnI]¯Dw¯lEP`\<kl
GokQ^O¯nPI¯��nP¯EI^nokwµÓ

Text source: The British Museum, "Maya glyphs, a basic introduction," in Smarthistory, April 15, 2018, accessed May

27, 2025.
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�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯jo`nI¯<^G¯w`ok¯\I<k^Q^O¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯P`u¯]QOPn¯nPI¯Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N¯ukQnnI^
nk<GQnQ`^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯]olIo]¯\I<GIkÕl¯GIEQlQ`^¼

Ò0PI¯OkI<n¯EQnQIl¯`N¯`ok¯h<ln¯uIkI¯GIlQO^IG¯<l¯lw]D`\QE¯\<^GlE<hIl¯nP<n¯]Q]QE[IG¯<^G
I^P<^EIG¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯lokk`o^GQ^Olµ¯ w¯<^EIln`kl¯DoQ\n¯]`^o]I^nl¯Q^¯E`^EIkn¯uQnP¯nPI
]`tI]I^nl¯`N¯nPI¯/o^¶¯nPI¯ ``^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯ln<klµÓ

°°°°°°°°Ç¯�`lJ¯�oEPQ]¯�IkkIk<¶¯9oE<nIE¯ <w<¶¯�kEP<I`\`OQln¯<^G¯�kEPQnIEn

Text source: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, “Creation Story of the Maya.”

�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯jo`nI¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`oÕtI¯\I<k^IG¶¯uP<n¯G`Il¯Qn¯lP`u¯<D`on¯nPI¯Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N
<lnk`^`]w¯Q^¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¼¯�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯E`]h<kI¯n`¯nPI¯t<\oI¯`N¯tQlo<\
ln`kwnI\\Q^O¯`k¯kIE`kGIG¯]Ill<OIl¼ �`u¯E`o\G¯nPQl¯<NNIEn¯nPI¯]olIo]¯GQkIEn`kÕl¯GIEQlQ`^¼

�µ¯7P<n¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯nPI¯]olIo]¯GQkIEn`k¯lP`o\G¯G`¼¯7P<n¯DI\QIN¯`k¯t<\oI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[
nP<n¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Americas Content Assessment (Sentence Frames)

Section 1: Geography

Label the following regions of Latin America on the map below: South America, Central
America, and the Caribbean.

Blank map of North and South America. Image by Milenioscuro via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Write the letter of the following features:

___ South America                                        ___ Central America                          ___ the Caribbean    
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Map Analysis Questions:

�µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯w`o¯\<DI\IGµ¯�`u¯P<l¯Qnl¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Q^|oI^EIG¯<^EQI^n¯lInn\I]I^n
h<nnIk^l¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¼

Sentence Frame:
___¯Q^|oI^EIG¯<^EQI^n¯lInn\I]I^n¯h<nnIk^l¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¯DwÂDIE<olI¯___µ

Andes Mountains Yucatán Peninsula

Locator map of the Andes. Image by Vardion via

Wikimedia Commons is in the public domain.

Yucatan Peninsula. Image by Kaldari via Wikimedia

Commons, CC0 1.0
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�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¯<^G¯w`ok¯[^`u\IGOI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯uPIkI¯u`o\G¯w`o¯IvhIEn¯n`¯{^G
<^EQI^n¯EQnQIl¯uQnP¯<Gt<^EIG¯okD<^¯h\<^^Q^O¯loEP¯<l¯hwk<]QGl¯<^G¯EIkI]`^Q<\¯EI^nIkl·¯<\`^O
nPI¯�^GIl¯ `o^n<Q^l¯`k¯nPI¯9oE<n=^¯+I^Q^lo\<¼¯7Pw¼

Sentence Frame:
�¯u`o\G¯IvhIEn¯n`¯{^G¯<^EQI^n¯EQnQIl¯uQnP¯<Gt<^EIG¯h\<^^Q^O¯<\`^O¯nPI¯___¯Ê�^GIl
 `o^n<Q^lÂ9oE<n=^¯+I^Q^lo\<Ë¯DIE<olI¯___µ
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Section 2: Vocabulary

�µ¯7PQEP¯nu`¯Iv<]h\Il¯DIln¯lP`u¯nPI¯cultural practices°`N¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¼¯�QkE\I

nu`µ

�µ �`\GQ^O¯NIlnQt<\l¯<^G¯EIkI]`^QIl¯n`¯P`^`k¯nPI¯O`Gl


µ 
ItI\`hQ^O¯N<k]Q^O¯nIEP^QjoIl¯loQnIG¯n`¯]`o^n<Q^¯nIkk<EIl

�µ 1lQ^O¯\`E<\¯]<nIkQ<\l¯\Q[I¯\Q]Iln`^I¯n`¯DoQ\G¯nI]h\Il


µ +<llQ^O¯G`u^¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯ln`kQIl¯<^G¯G<^EIl¯nPk`oOP¯OI^Ik<nQ`^l

�µ¯7PQEP¯`N¯nPIlI¯DIln¯GIlEkQDIl¯<^¯egalitarian l`EQInw¼

�µ �¯l`EQInw¯uPIkI¯\I<GIkl¯\QtI¯Q^¯\<kOI¯h<\<EIl¯N<k¯Nk`]¯`nPIkl


µ �¯l`EQInw¯uPIkI¯h`uIk¯<^G¯uI<\nP¯<kI¯lP<kIG¯]`kI¯Ijo<\\w

�µ �¯l`EQInw¯ko\IG¯I^nQkI\w¯Dw¯`^I¯kI\QOQ`ol¯Ok`oh


µ �¯l`EQInw¯nP<n¯N`EolIl¯]`ln\w¯`^¯u<kN<kI¯<^G¯E`^joIln

�µ¯7P`¯uIkI¯nPI¯Olmec¶¯<^G¯uPw¯<kI¯nPIw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯PQln`kw¼

�µ �<k]Ikl¯uP`¯Q^tI^nIG¯^Iu¯n``\l¯N`k¯h\<^nQ^O¯]<QzI


µ 
oQ\GIkl¯uP`¯EkI<nIG¯nPI¯{kln¯|`<nQ^O¯EQnQIl¯`^¯\<[Il

�µ �¯Ok`oh¯`N¯u<kkQ`kl¯uP`¯E`^joIkIG¯\<^Gl¯<Ek`ll¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<


µ �^¯I<k\w¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯nP<n¯Q^|oI^EIG¯\<nIk¯Eo\nokIl¯nPk`oOP¯<kn¶¯kI\QOQ`^¶¯<^G¯EQnw¯GIlQO^

�µ¯7P<n¯<kI¯megacities¶¯<^G¯uPw¯<kI¯nPIw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯lnoGw¼

�µ �<kOI¯N<k]l¯nP<n¯hk`tQGI¯N``G¯N`k¯lokk`o^GQ^O¯tQ\\<OIl


µ +`uIkNo\¯\I<GIkl¯uP`¯E`^nk`\\IG¯nk<GI¯k`onIl

�µ �QnQIl¯uQnP¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I¯nP<n¯Q]h<En¯nPI¯I^tQk`^]I^n¯<^G¯l`EQInw


µ 0I]h\Il¯nP<n¯uIkI¯DoQ\n¯`^¯]`o^n<Q^n`hl¯N`k¯kI\QOQ`ol¯EIkI]`^QIl

�µ¯7P<n¯Ql¯<¯legacy°`N¯nPI¯0<S^`¯hI`h\I¯nP<n¯Ql¯lnQ\\¯lII^¯n`G<w¼

�µ 0``\l¯olIG¯n`¯DoQ\G¯/h<^QlPÆlnw\I¯N`knl


µ �``Gl¯Dk`oOPn¯Nk`]¯�ok`hI¶¯\Q[I¯uPI<n¯<^G¯`\QtIl

�µ 7`kGl¶¯Eoln`]l¶¯<^G¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^¯h<llIG¯G`u^¯`tIk¯nQ]I


µ /w]D`\l¯olIG¯`^\w¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯/h<^QlP¯E`^joIln¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^
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Section 3: Paragraph Answer

�^luIk¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯nP<n¯P<l·

�¯lhIEQ{E¯<^G¯<EEok<nI¯E\<Q]

/hIEQ{E¯N<Eno<\¯ItQGI^EI°Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn

�\I<k¯kI<l`^Q^O

9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯n`¯PI\h¯kI]Q^G¯w`o°`N¯l`]I¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<l¯<D`on¯ <w<¯l`EQInw¶¯Don
w`o¯E<^¯<\l`¯olI¯`nPIk¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯w`o¯kI]I]DIkµ

Ò0PI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯uIkI¯<EE`]h\QlPIG¯`DlIktIkl¯`N¯nPI¯l[wµ¯0PQl¯Q]<OI¯lP`ul¯ <w<¯<^Q]<\
E`^lnI\\<nQ`^l¯N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯+<kQl¯�`GIvµ¯1lQ^O¯nPIQk¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯<lnk`^`]w¯<^G
]<nPI]<nQEl¶¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯GItI\`hIG¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]`ln¯<EEok<nI¯E<\I^G<k¯lwlnI]l¯Q^
Po]<^¯PQln`kwµ¯0PI¯<^EQI^n¯ <w<¯P<G¯<¯N<lEQ^<nQ`^¯uQnP¯EwE\Il¯`N¯nQ]Iµ¯0PI¯]`ln¯E`]]`^\w
[^`u^¯ <w<¯EwE\QE<\¯E<\I^G<kl¯<kI¯nPI¯�<<D¶¯nPI¯0z`\[ÕQ^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯�<\I^G<k¯.`o^Gµ¯�lQGI
Nk`]¯nPIlI¶¯nPI¯ <w<¯<\l`¯GItI\`hIG¯nPI¯�`^O¯�`o^n¯E<\I^G<k¯n`¯EPk`^`\`OQE<\\w¯G<nI
]wnPQE<\¯<^G¯PQln`kQE<\¯ItI^nlµ¯0PI¯��¯D<[no^¯EwE\I¯`N¯nPI¯ <w<¯�`^O¯�`o^n¯E<\I^G<k
]I<lokIl¯�¶���¶���¯G<wl¯`k¯�¶���µ���¯nk`hQE<\¯wI<klµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯\`^OIln¯EwE\Il¯N`o^G¯Q^
nPI¯ <w<¯E<\I^G<k¯lwlnI]µ¯0PQl¯EwE\I¯I^GIG¯`^¯nPI¯uQ^nIk¯l`\lnQEI¶¯
IEI]DIk¯��¶¯����µÓ

Text source: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. "Living Maya Time."

7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯u<w¯nP<n¯DI\QINl¯<^G¯t<\oIl¯lP<hIG¯ <w<¯EQnQIl¶¯<^G¯uPw¯GQG¯nPQl¯]<nnIk¯n`¯nPIQk
l`EQInw¯<^G¯Eo\nokI¼

Sentence Frames:
One way beliefs shaped Maya cities was through ___.

This was important because it ___ and ___.

According to the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, the Maya ___.
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Section 4: Applied Historical Inquiry
.I<G¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lEI^<kQ`¯<^G¯nPI¯jo`nIl¯Dw¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯\I<GIkl¯`k¯Eo\nok<\¯DI\QINlµ
0PI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

Scenario: �¯\`E<\¯]olIo]¯Ql¯GIEQGQ^O¯P`u¯n`¯olI¯<¯Ok<^n¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯nPI¯PQln`kw¯`N
�^GQOI^`ol¯l`EQInQIl¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<lµ¯0PI¯]olIo]¯\I<GIk¯Ql¯E`^lQGIkQ^O¯nPkII¯`hnQ`^l·

Option 1: 
oQ\G¯<¯+\<^In<kQo]¯�vPQDQn

Goal: 0I<EP¯tQlQn`kl¯P`u¯nPI¯ <w<¯<^G¯�^E<¯olIG¯<lnk`^`]w¯n`¯OoQGI¯N<k]Q^O
<^G¯kI\QOQ`ol¯\QNI

Option 2: .IEkI<nI¯<¯ Il`<]IkQE<^¯/w]D`\¯7<\\

Goal: �In¯tQlQn`kl¯n`oEP¯<^G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯kIh\QE<l¯`N¯<^EQI^n¯lw]D`\l¯<^G¯Q]<OIl¶
o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯P`u¯nPIw¯hkIlIktIG¯ln`kQIl¯<^G¯DI\QINl

Option 3:°�`ln¯<¯�`]]o^Qnw¯�IlnQt<\

Goal: �I\IDk<nI¯�^GQOI^`ol¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯uQnP¯]olQE¶¯G<^EI¶¯<^G¯ln`kwnI\\Q^O¯Nk`]
\`E<\¯�^GQOI^`ol¯\I<GIkl

�µ¯7PQEP¯`N¯nPIlI¯ln<nI]I^nl¯Ql¯<¯fact¼¯�QkE\I¯`^I.
�µ 0PI¯]olIo]¯uQ\\¯`NNIk¯n`okl¯Q^¯D`nP¯�^O\QlP¯<^G¯/h<^QlPµ


µ 0PI¯GQkIEn`k¯P`hIl¯nPI¯NIlnQt<\¯uQ\\¯DoQ\G¯hkQGI¯Q^¯\`E<\¯Eo\nokIµ

�µ 0PI¯u<\\¯`N¯lw]D`\l¯<^G¯Q]<OIl¯uQ\\¯DI¯nPI¯]`ln¯IvEQnQ^O¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯IvPQDQnµ


µ 0PI¯h\<^In<kQo]¯uQ\\¯DI¯<¯DI<onQNo\¯<GGQnQ`^¯n`¯nPI¯]olIo]µ

�µ¯7PQEP¯`N¯nPIlI¯ln<nI]I^nl¯Ql¯<^¯opinion¼¯�QkE\I¯`^I.
�µ �^GQOI^`ol¯ln`kwnI\\Q^O¯PI\hl¯nI<EP¯t<\oIl¯<Ek`ll¯OI^Ik<nQ`^lµ


µ 0PI¯lw]D`\¯IvPQDQn¯uQ\\¯lP`u¯kIE`kGIG¯]Ill<OIl¯Nk`]¯]o\nQh\I¯Eo\nokIlµ

�µ 0PI¯NIlnQt<\¯Ql¯<¯OkI<n¯u<w¯n`¯OIn¯hI`h\I¯IvEQnIG¯<D`on¯PQln`kwµ


µ 0PI¯<lnk`^`]w¯GQlh\<w¯uQ\\¯NI<nokI¯E`^lnI\\<nQ`^l¯olIG¯Dw¯nPI¯ <w<µ

Ò0PI¯ <w<¯EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^¯u<l¯<n¯Qnl¯PIQOPn¯DInuII^¯���¯<^G¯���µ¯�^lEkQhnQ`^l¯P<tI¯DII^¯N`o^G
`^¯]`^o]I^n<\¯lEo\hnokI¶¯hoD\QE¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¶¯]ok<\l¶¯h`nnIkw¶¯lPI\\¶¯`DlQGQ<^¶¯D`^I¶¯u``G¶¯Y<GI¶
<^G¯lEkII^N`\G¯D``[l¯E<\\IG¯E`GQEIlµ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯`^\w¯QGI^nQ{IG¯<l¯<¯ukQnQ^O¯lwlnI]¯Dw¯lEP`\<kl
GokQ^O¯nPI¯��nP¯EI^nokwµÓ

Text source: The British Museum, "Maya glyphs, a basic introduction," in Smarthistory, April 15, 2018, accessed May

27, 2025.
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�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯jo`nI¯<^G¯w`ok¯\I<k^Q^O¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯P`u¯]QOPn¯nPI¯Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N¯ukQnnI^
nk<GQnQ`^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯]olIo]¯\I<GIkÕl¯GIEQlQ`^¼

Sentence Frames:
7kQnnI^¯nk<GQnQ`^¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¯`N¯___¯<^G¯___µ

0PI¯]olIo]¯GQkIEn`k¯]<w¯DI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯Dw¯nPQl¯jo`nI¯DIE<olI¯`N¯___¯<^G¯___µ

Ò0PI¯OkI<n¯EQnQIl¯`N¯`ok¯h<ln¯uIkI¯GIlQO^IG¯<l¯lw]D`\QE¯\<^GlE<hIl¯nP<n¯]Q]QE[IG¯<^G
I^P<^EIG¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯lokk`o^GQ^Olµ¯ w¯<^EIln`kl¯DoQ\n¯]`^o]I^nl¯Q^¯E`^EIkn¯uQnP¯nPI
]`tI]I^nl¯`N¯nPI¯/o^¶¯nPI¯ ``^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯ln<klµÓ

°°°°°°°°Ç¯�`lJ¯�oEPQ]¯�IkkIk<¶¯9oE<nIE¯ <w<¶¯�kEP<I`\`OQln¯<^G¯�kEPQnIEn

Text source: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, “Creation Story of the Maya.”

�µ¯
<lIG¯`^¯nPQl¯jo`nI¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`oÕtI¯\I<k^IG¶¯uP<n¯G`Il¯Qn¯lP`u¯<D`on¯nPI¯Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N
<lnk`^`]w¯Q^¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¼¯�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯E`]h<kI¯n`¯nPI¯t<\oI¯`N¯tQlo<\
ln`kwnI\\Q^O¯`k¯kIE`kGIG¯]Ill<OIl¼¯�`u¯E`o\G¯nPQl¯<NNIEn¯nPI¯]olIo]¯\I<GIkÕl¯GIEQlQ`^¼

Sentence Frames:
�lnk`^`]w¯u<l¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIl¯DIE<olI¯`N¯___¯<^G¯___µ

�n¯Ql¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`¯ukQnQ^O¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯___¯<^G¯GQNNIkI^n¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯___µ

�µ¯7P<n¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯nPI¯]olIo]¯GQkIEn`k¯lP`o\G¯G`¼¯7P<n¯DI\QIN¯`k¯t<\oI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[
nP<n¼

Sentence Frame:
�¯nPQ^[¯nPI¯]olIo]¯lP`o\G¯EP``lI¯n`¯___¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯lP`ul¯nPI¯t<\oI¯`N¯___µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Partner Survey

Part 1 Directions: Talk with your partner about your community. As you answer the questions
together, think about:

What do the buildings and places in your community say about what people believe
and care about?

How does your community use nature or the land to help people in everyday life?

For each question, circle a response and write a short explanation.

Survey Question Response Explanation

Are there places in your
community where
people gather (such as
parks or community
centers)?

Yes / No / Maybe / Not
Sure

Are there buildings for
public use (such as
libraries, schools, or
clinics)?

Yes / No / Maybe / Not
Sure

Does your community
take care of nature and
the environment?

Yes / No / Maybe / Not
Sure

Do people in your
community feel they
are treated fairly?

Yes / No / Maybe / Not
Sure

Are there places for art,
music, or sports? Yes / No / Maybe / Not

Sure

Do the buildings and
spaces in your
community show what
people believe in or
value?

Yes / No / Maybe / Not
Sure

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Part 2 Directions: �^luIk¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯Q^¯nu`¯n`¯nPkII¯lI^nI^EIlµ

�<^¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯`N¯<¯hk`D\I]¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯P<l¯N<EIG¯Êh<ln¯`k¯hkIlI^nË¼¯7P<n¯GQG¯hI`h\I¯G`
n`¯nkw¯n`¯{v¯Qn¯`k¯]<[I¯nPQ^Ol¯DInnIk¼

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Americas Summative Assessment Packet (Word Banks)

Directions:°�^¯nPQl¯<llIll]I^n¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯kIlI<kEP¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯EQnQIl¯`N¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<lµ¯9`o
uQ\\¯kIhkIlI^n¯w`ok¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯Q^¯<¯E`GIv¯Ê<^EQI^n¯D``[Ë¯nP<n¯No\\w¯Ivh\<Q^l¯w`ok¯EQnwÕl
Q]h`kn<^n¯NI<nokIlµ¯9`ok¯O`<\¯Ql¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPQl¯]<Q^¯kIlI<kEP¯joIlnQ`^·

�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯kI|IEn¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtIG¯nPIkI¼


k<uQ^O¯oh`^¯uP<n¯w`o¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPQl¯o^Qn¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯]<[I¯nPI¯lnk`^OIln¯E<lI¯w`o¯E<^
nP<n¯w`ok¯EQnw¯u<l¯nPI¯DIln¯N`k¯Qnl¯hI`h\I¯D<lIG¯`^¯nPI¯EkQnIkQ<¯Q^¯nPQl¯o^QnÕl¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·

How do the spaces and places people build represent their values?

Day 1
Tasks 1–2

Day 2
Tasks 3–5

Task 1: Select Your City

kQI|w¯Dk`ulI°nPI¯Cities of the Ancient Americas Student Slide Deck°n`¯lII¯uPQEP¯EQnQIl¯w`o
E<^¯EP``lI¯n`¯kIlI<kEP¯NoknPIkµ

�\QE[¯`^¯`^I¯`k¯]`kI¯\Q^[l¯N`k¯I<EP¯EQnw¶¯<^G¯l[Q]¯nPI¯lQnIlµ


<lIG¯`^¯w`ok¯`tIktQIu¶¯EP``lI¯nPI¯EQnw¯w`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯N`k¯w`ok¯kIlI<kEP¯hk`YIEnµ

Cities to choose from: 1v]<\¶¯�PQEPJ^¯�nz=¶¯0Qu<^<[o¶¯ `^nI¯�\D=^Â;<h`nIE¶¯�P<tS^¯GI
�o<^n<k¶¯+<\I^joI¶¯�`h=^¶¯0Q[<\

9`ok¯lI\IEnIG¯EQnw·

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Task 2: Research and Take Notes
9`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯\Q^[IG¯l`okEIl¯Q^¯nPI¯Cities of the Ancient Americas Student Slide Deck n`
\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯`N¯w`ok¯EQnw¯<^G¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯<^G¯DI\QINl¯`N¯nPI
EQnwÕl¯EkI<n`kl¯<^G¯E`]]o^Qnw¯]I]DIklµ

�^¯G`Q^O¯l`¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯Gk<u¯oh`^¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯o^Qn¯`tIk<\\¯<D`on¯<^EQI^n
E`]h\Iv¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIlµ

�Q^G¯`on¯uP<n¯Ql¯o^QjoI¶¯<G]Qk<D\I¶¯`k¯<]<zQ^O¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EQnwµ

 <[I¯^`nI¯`N¯<^w¯lw]D`\l¯`k¯hQEnokIl¯nP<n¯kIhkIlI^n¯w`ok¯EQnw¯`k¯PI\h¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯Qnl
NI<nokIlµ

Step 1: Taking Notes
�Q^G¯w`ok¯EQnw¯Q^¯nPI¯Cities of the Ancient Americas Student Slide Deckµ¯.I<G¯`k°u<nEP¯I<EP

kIl`okEI¯hk`tQGIG¶¯<^G¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯`^¯w`ok¯P<^G`onµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¯Ê`k¯u<nEPË¯I<EP¯kIl`okEI¶¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯Q^¯nPI¯E<nIO`kQIl¯DI\`u¶¯]<[Q^O¯lokI

n`¯EQnI¯w`ok¯l`okEI¯N`k¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¯`N¯^`nIlµ

�N¯E`]h\InQ^O¯nPI¯u`k[lPIIn¯GQOQn<\\w¶¯w`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯D`vIl¯n`¯E`hw¯<^G¯h<lnI¶¯Gk<u¶¯`k
\Q^[¯n`¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯lw]D`\¯nP<n¯w`o¯]QOPn¯u<^n¯n`¯olI¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯w`ok¯h`Q^nlµ

.I]I]DIk¯n`¯n<[I¯<l¯]<^w¯kI\It<^n¯^`nIl¯<l¯w`o¯E<^¶¯[^`uQ^O¯w`o¯]<w¯olI¯l`]I¯`N
nPI]¶¯Don¯^`n¯<\\µ¯�<nIk¶¯w`o¯E<^¯GIEQGI¯uPQEP¯^`nIl¯n`¯olI¯N`k¯w`ok¯{^<\¯hk`YIEnµ

Word Bank

 IvQE` +Iko 
`\QtQ< �`^Gok<l

�o<nI]<\< hI`h\I I]hQkI ]<h

EQnw <^EQI^n

Note-taking Categories

General information Source Is this a
primary or
secondary
source?

How do you know
this source is
reliable?

!<]I¯`N¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw·

!<]I¯`N¯]`GIk^¯hkIlI^nÆG<w
E`o^nkw·

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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General information Source Is this a
primary or
secondary
source?

How do you know
this source is
reliable?

Dates for this ancient city (or
when it was at its height):

Name of people:

Map:

Symbol:

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Word Bank

u<nIk ln`^I O`\G Ek`hl

]`o^n<Q^l N`kIln \<[I kQtIk

N<k]Q^O n``\l {lPQ^O <^Q]<\l

Natural resources and
uses/geography

Source Is this a
primary or
secondary
source?

How do you know
this source is
reliable?

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Word Bank

gods nature sun family

ancestors art farming religion

festivals respect

City’s values and beliefs Source Is this a
primary or
secondary
source?

How do you
know this source
is reliable?

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Word Bank

temples roads pyramids canals

markets city walls clean water design

apartments housing plazas

City design or features Source Is this a
primary or
secondary
source?

How do you
know this source
is reliable?

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Word Bank

lhIEQ<\ n<\\Iln {kln DI<onQNo\

GQNNIkI^n DQOOIln `\GIln l]<kn

Q^tI^nQ`^ <kn

Anything unique, admirable, or
interesting

Source Is this a
primary or
secondary
source?

How do you
know this source
is reliable?

Step 2: Select and Analyze Your Best Sources

Directions: !`u¯\``[¯D<E[¯<n¯w`ok¯^`nIlµ¯�P``lI¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯nP<n¯w`o¯kINIkI^EIG¯nPI¯]`ln
nPk`oOP`on¯w`ok¯^`nIÆn<[Q^Oµ¯.I|IEn¯`^¯I<EP¯l`okEI¯DI\`u·

/`okEI¯Á�¯0Qn\I·

�l¯nPQl¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¼

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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How do you know it is reliable?

What important idea or evidence did this source give you about the city?

Source #2 Title:

Is this a primary or secondary source?

How do you know it is reliable?

What important idea or evidence did this source give you about the city?

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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0<l[¯�·¯
k<Nn¯9`ok¯+`Q^nl¯Ý¯+<k<Ok<hP¯.I|IEnQ`^

.I<G¯nPk`oOP¯w`ok¯^`nIlµ

�QOP\QOPn¯nPI¯^`nIl¯w`o¯u<^n¯n`¯olI¯N`k¯w`ok¯N`ok¯h`Q^nl¶¯<l¯uI\\¯<l¯<^w¯`nPIk¯kI\It<^n
^`nIl¯<D`on¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯DI\QINl¯<^G¯t<\oIl¶¯<^G¯\I<k^Q^O¯Nk`]¯nPI¯h<lnµ

0PI^¯EkI<nI¯N`ok¯h`Q^nl¶¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯^`nIl¯Q^¯w`ok¯`u^¯u`kGlµ¯ <[I
lokI¯w`ok¯h`Q^nl¯<kI¯hIklo<lQtI·¯9`ok¯ukQnQ^O¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯hIklo<lQtI¯h`Q^nl¯nP<n
lP`u¯uPw¯`k¯P`u¯w`ok¯EQnw¯kI|IEnl¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯nPIkIµ

�v<]h\I¯`N¯�I<G\Q^I·
Ò0PI¯
Iln¯+\<^^IG¯�Qnw¯�k`o^GÓ¯N`k¯0I`nQPo<E<^

/I^nI^EI¯�k<]Il¯N`k¯+`Q^nl·
One reason this city is special is ___.

This shows the city cared about ___ and ___.

The people built ___ to help with ___.


k<Nn¯w`ok¯h`Q^nl·

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n¯ÊN`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯0I`Õl¯PI<G\Q^I¯u<l¯Teotihuacan: A City Designed for

the Gods and the PeopleË

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Point 4: �I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n

!`u¯kI|IEn¯`^¯<¯\Ill`^¯nP<n¯w`ok¯EQnw¯E`o\G¯nI<EP¯ol¯n`G<wµ¯9`o¯E<^¯lII¯<¯l<]h\I¯E`GIv¯N`k
0I`nQPo<E<^¯Q^¯nPI¯°Sample Codex and Template Student Slide Deckµ


k<Nn¯w`ok¯kI|IEnQ`^¯h<k<Ok<hP¯DI\`uµ¯0PQl¯h<k<Ok<hP¯uQ\\¯O`¯`^¯nPI¯\<ln¯h<OI¯`N¯w`ok¯E`GIvµ

Word Bank

u`k[¯n`OInPIk h\<^ DoQ\G

lP<kI kIlhIEn hk`nIEn¯^<nokI

PI\h¯`nPIkl l`\tI¯hk`D\I]l olI¯kIl`okEIl

Sentence Frames:
#^I¯\Ill`^¯uI¯E<^¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nPQl¯EQnw¯Ql¯___µ

0`G<w¯uI¯P<tI¯lQ]Q\<k¯hk`D\I]l¶¯\Q[I¯___¯<^G¯___µ

7P<n¯E<^¯nPQl¯EQnw¯nI<EP¯ol¯n`G<w¯<D`on¯DoQ\GQ^O¯lh<EIl¯<^G¯h\<EIl¯nP<n¯kI|IEn¯hI`h\IÕl

t<\oIl¼

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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0<l[¯�·¯�kI<nI¯9`ok¯�`GIv


InIk]Q^I¯P`u¯w`o¯uQ\\¯EkI<nI¯w`ok¯E`GIvµ¯�PIE[¯`NN¯nPI¯<hhk`hkQ<nI¯D`v¶¯`k¯<GG¯w`ok¯`u^
QGI<µ

▢°�¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯Sample Codex and Template Student Slide Deckµ
▢°�¯uQ\\¯EkI<nI¯]w¯`u^¯E`GIv¯`on¯`N¯h<hIk¯`k¯E<kGD`<kGµ
▢°�¯uQ\\¯olI¯<^`nPIk¯u<w¯n`¯EkI<nI¯]w¯E`GIv¯<^G¯uQ\\¯Ivh\<Q^¯Qn¯DI\`u·

�^lIkn¯w`ok¯Gk<NnIG¯h`Q^nl¯<^G¯kI|IEnQ`^¯Q^n`¯w`ok¯{^<\¯E`GIvµ¯�GG¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯lw]D`\¯N`k
I<EP¯h`Q^n¶¯<^G¯EQnI¯nPI¯l`okEIµ

0<l[¯�·¯+kIlI^n¯9`ok¯�`GIv

+kIlI^n¯w`ok¯E`GIv¶¯<^G¯<EnQtI\w¯\QlnI^¯<l¯w`ok¯E\<ll]<nIl¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯hk`YIEnlµ¯�l¯w`o¯`DlIktI
nPI¯`nPIk¯hkIlI^n<nQ`^l¶¯h<w¯E\`lI¯<nnI^nQ`^¯n`¯P`u¯I<EP¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯kIlh`^GIG¯n`¯EP<\\I^OIl
<^G¯EkI<nIG¯^Iu¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯nPk`oOP¯Qnl¯GIlQO^¶¯DI\QINl¶¯`k¯Q^^`t<nQ`^lµ

Ê#hnQ`^<\¯�vnI^lQ`^Ë¯0<l[¯�·¯.I|IEn¯`^¯nPI¯1^Qn

�P``lI¯`^I¯EQnw¯nP<n¯w`ok¯E\<ll]<nIl¯hkIlI^nIG¯nP<n¯w`o¯<G]QkIµ¯0PQ^[¯<D`on·

7P<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯GQG¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nP<n¯EQnw¯N<EI¶¯<^G¯P`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯kIlh`^G¼

7P<n¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯GQG¯nPIw¯EkI<nI¯N`k¯nPIQk¯E`]]o^Qnw¼

�`u¯GQG¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯<^G¯EP`QEIl¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯lP<hI¯nPIQk¯lh<EI¼

7P<n¯\Ill`^l¯E`o\G¯nPQl¯EQnw¯`NNIk¯n`¯w`ok¯`u^¯E`]]o^Qnw¯n`G<w¼

0PI^¯kI|IEn¯`^¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯loktIw¯ÊSummative Assessment Partner SurveyË°<^G¯uP<n
hI`h\I¯Q^¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Ê`k¯E\<ll]<nIlË¯l<QG¯nPIw¯t<\oIG¯<^G¯^IIGIG¯Q^¯<¯EQnw¯`k¯n`u^µ
 <[I¯<¯hIkl`^<\¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Dw¯nPQ^[Q^O¯<D`on¯P`u¯nP`lI¯\Ill`^l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯h<ln¯E`o\G¯<hh\w
n`¯w`ok¯\QNI¯n`G<wµ

.Ilh`^G¯n`¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^·

What can your community learn from the city of the ancient Americas that you saw

presented today?

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Word Bank

EP<\\I^OI {v DoQ\G Q]hk`tI

\Ill`^ n`G<w E`^^IEn EQnw

E`]]o^Qnw PI\h t<\oIl

Sentence Frames:
This teaches us to ___.

This connects to my community because ___.

7kQnI¯�Ç�¯nP`oOPnNo\¯lI^nI^EIlµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI·

�¯EP<\\I^OI¯`k¯`hh`kno^Qnw¯N<EIG¯Dw¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw

�¯\Ill`^¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯E`o\G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nP<n¯EQnw

�¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯w`ok¯E`]]o^QnwÕl¯^IIGl¶¯t<\oIl¶¯`k¯w`ok¯`u^¯\QNI

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Americas Summative Assessment Packet

Directions:°�^¯nPQl¯<llIll]I^n¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯kIlI<kEP¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯EQnQIl¯`N¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯�]IkQE<lµ¯9`o
uQ\\¯kIhkIlI^n¯w`ok¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯Q^¯<¯E`GIv¯Ê<^EQI^n¯D``[Ë¯nP<n¯No\\w¯Ivh\<Q^l¯w`ok¯EQnwÕl
Q]h`kn<^n¯NI<nokIlµ¯9`ok¯O`<\¯Ql¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPQl¯]<Q^¯kIlI<kEP¯joIlnQ`^·

�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯kI|IEn¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtIG¯nPIkI¼


k<uQ^O¯oh`^¯uP<n¯w`o¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPQl¯o^Qn¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯]<[I¯nPI¯lnk`^OIln¯E<lI¯w`o¯E<^
nP<n¯w`ok¯EQnw¯u<l¯nPI¯DIln¯N`k¯Qnl¯hI`h\I¯D<lIG¯`^¯nPI¯EkQnIkQ<¯Q^¯nPQl¯o^QnÕl¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·

How do the spaces and places people build represent their values?

Day 1
Tasks 1–2

Day 2
Tasks 3–5

Task 1: Select Your City

kQI|w¯Dk`ulI°nPI¯Cities of the Ancient Americas Student Slide Deck°n`¯lII¯uPQEP¯EQnQIl¯w`o
E<^¯EP``lI¯n`¯kIlI<kEP¯NoknPIkµ

�\QE[¯`^¯`^I¯`k¯]`kI¯\Q^[l¯N`k¯I<EP¯EQnw¶¯<^G¯l[Q]¯nPI¯lQnIlµ


<lIG¯`^¯w`ok¯`tIktQIu¶¯EP``lI¯nPI¯EQnw¯w`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯N`k¯w`ok¯kIlI<kEP¯hk`YIEnµ

Cities to choose from: 1v]<\¶¯�PQEPJ^¯�nz=¶¯0Qu<^<[o¶¯ `^nI¯�\D=^Â;<h`nIE¶¯�P<tS^¯GI
�o<^n<k¶¯+<\I^joI¶¯�`h=^¶¯0Q[<\

9`ok¯lI\IEnIG¯EQnw·

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas
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Task 2: Research and Take Notes
9`o¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯\Q^[IG¯l`okEIl¯Q^¯nPI¯Cities of the Ancient Americas Student Slide Deck n`
\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯`N¯w`ok¯EQnw¯<^G¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯<^G¯DI\QINl¯`N¯nPI
EQnwÕl¯EkI<n`kl¯<^G¯E`]]o^Qnw¯]I]DIklµ

�^¯G`Q^O¯l`¶¯w`o¯uQ\\¯Gk<u¯oh`^¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯o^Qn¯`tIk<\\¯<D`on¯<^EQI^n
E`]h\Iv¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInQIlµ

�Q^G¯`on¯uP<n¯Ql¯o^QjoI¶¯<G]Qk<D\I¶¯`k¯<]<zQ^O¯<D`on¯w`ok¯EQnwµ

 <[I¯^`nI¯`N¯<^w¯lw]D`\l¯`k¯hQEnokIl¯nP<n¯kIhkIlI^n¯w`ok¯EQnw¯`k¯PI\h¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯Qnl
NI<nokIlµ

Step 1: Taking Notes

�Q^G¯w`ok¯EQnw¯Q^¯nPI¯Cities of the Ancient Americas Student Slide Deckµ¯.I<G¯`k°u<nEP¯I<EP
kIl`okEI¯hk`tQGIG¶¯<^G¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯`^¯w`ok¯P<^G`onµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¯Ê`k¯u<nEPË¯I<EP¯kIl`okEI¶¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯Q^¯nPI¯E<nIO`kQIl¯DI\`u¶¯]<[Q^O¯lokI

n`¯EQnI¯w`ok¯l`okEI¯N`k¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¯`N¯^`nIlµ

�N¯E`]h\InQ^O¯nPI¯u`k[lPIIn¯GQOQn<\\w¶¯w`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯D`vIl¯n`¯E`hw¯<^G¯h<lnI¶¯Gk<u¶¯`k
\Q^[¯n`¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯lw]D`\¯nP<n¯w`o¯]QOPn¯u<^n¯n`¯olI¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯w`ok¯h`Q^nlµ

.I]I]DIk¯n`¯n<[I¯<l¯]<^w¯kI\It<^n¯^`nIl¯<l¯w`o¯E<^¶¯[^`uQ^O¯w`o¯]<w¯olI¯l`]I¯`N
nPI]¶¯Don¯^`n¯<\\µ¯�<nIk¶¯w`o¯E<^¯GIEQGI¯uPQEP¯^`nIl¯n`¯olI¯N`k¯w`ok¯{^<\¯hk`YIEnµ

General information Your notes

!<]I¯`N¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw·

!<]I¯`N¯]`GIk^¯hkIlI^nÆG<w
E`o^nkw·


<nIl¯N`k¯nPQl¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw Ê`k
uPI^¯Qn¯u<l¯<n¯Qnl¯PIQOPnË·

!<]I¯`N¯hI`h\I·
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General information Your notes

Map:

Symbol:

Natural resources and
uses/geography

Your notes
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City’s values and beliefs Your notes

City design or features Your notes

Anything unique, admirable, or
interesting

Your notes
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Step 2: Select and Analyze Your Best Sources

Directions: !`u¯\``[¯D<E[¯<n¯w`ok¯^`nIlµ¯�P``lI¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯nP<n¯w`o¯kINIkI^EIG¯nPI¯]`ln
nPk`oOP`on¯w`ok¯^`nIÆn<[Q^Oµ¯.I|IEn¯`^¯I<EP¯l`okEI¯DI\`u·

/`okEI¯Á�¯0Qn\I·

�l¯nPQl¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¼

�`u¯G`¯w`o¯[^`u¯Qn¯Ql¯kI\Q<D\I¼

7P<n¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<¯`k¯ItQGI^EI¯GQG¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯OQtI¯w`o¯<D`on¯nPI¯EQnw¼

/`okEI¯Á�¯0Qn\I·

�l¯nPQl¯<¯hkQ]<kw¯`k¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¼

�`u¯G`¯w`o¯[^`u¯Qn¯Ql¯kI\Q<D\I¼

7P<n¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<¯`k¯ItQGI^EI¯GQG¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯OQtI¯w`o¯<D`on¯nPI¯EQnw¼
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0<l[¯�·¯
k<Nn¯9`ok¯+`Q^nl¯Ý¯+<k<Ok<hP¯.I|IEnQ`^

.I<G¯nPk`oOP¯w`ok¯^`nIlµ

�QOP\QOPn¯nPI¯^`nIl¯w`o¯u<^n¯n`¯olI¯N`k¯w`ok¯N`ok¯h`Q^nl¶¯<l¯uI\\¯<l¯<^w¯`nPIk¯kI\It<^n
^`nIl°<D`on¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯DI\QINl¯<^G¯t<\oIl¶¯<^G¯\I<k^Q^O¯Nk`]¯nPI¯h<lnµ

0PI^¯EkI<nI¯N`ok¯h`Q^nl¶¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯^`nIl¯Q^¯w`ok¯`u^¯u`kGlµ¯ <[I
lokI¯w`ok¯h`Q^nl¯<kI¯hIklo<lQtI·¯9`ok¯ukQnQ^O¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI°hIklo<lQtI¯h`Q^nl¯nP<n
lP`u¯uPw¯`k¯P`u¯w`ok¯EQnw¯kI|IEnl¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯nPIkIµ


k<Nn¯w`ok¯h`Q^nl·

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n¯ÊN`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯0I`Õl¯PI<G\Q^I¯u<l¯Teotihuacan: A City Designed for

the Gods and the PeopleË

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n

+`Q^n¯�·¯�I<G\Q^I¯<^G¯+`Q^n
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!`u¯kI|IEn¯`^¯<¯\Ill`^¯nP<n¯w`ok¯EQnw¯E`o\G¯nI<EP¯ol¯n`G<wµ 9`o¯E<^¯lII°<°l<]h\I¯E`GIv¯N`k
0I`nQPo<E<^¯Q^¯nPI¯Sample Codex and Template Student Slide Deckµ


k<Nn¯w`ok¯kI|IEnQ`^¯h<k<Ok<hP¯DI\`uµ¯0PQl¯h<k<Ok<hP¯uQ\\¯O`¯`^¯nPI¯\<ln¯h<OI¯`N¯w`ok¯E`GIvµ

7P<n¯E<^¯nPQl¯EQnw¯nI<EP¯ol¯n`G<w¯<D`on¯DoQ\GQ^O¯lh<EIl¯<^G¯h\<EIl¯nP<n¯kI|IEn¯hI`h\IÕl

t<\oIl¼

Task 4: Create Your Codex


InIk]Q^I¯P`u¯w`o¯uQ\\¯EkI<nI¯w`ok¯E`GIvµ¯�PIE[¯`NN¯nPI¯<hhk`hkQ<nI¯D`v¶¯`k¯<GG¯w`ok¯`u^
QGI<µ

▢°�¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯Sample Codex and Template Student Slide Deckµ
▢ �¯uQ\\¯EkI<nI¯]w¯`u^¯E`GIv¯`on¯`N¯h<hIk¯`k¯E<kGD`<kGµ
▢ �¯uQ\\¯olI¯<^`nPIk¯u<w¯n`¯EkI<nI¯]w¯E`GIv¯<^G¯uQ\\¯Ivh\<Q^¯Qn¯DI\`u·

�^lIkn°w`ok¯Gk<NnIG¯h`Q^nl¯<^G¯kI|IEnQ`^¯Q^n`°w`ok¯{^<\¯E`GIvµ¯�GG¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯lw]D`\¯N`k
I<EP¯h`Q^n¶¯<^G¯EQnI¯nPI¯l`okEIµ

Task 5: Present Your Codex

+kIlI^n¯w`ok¯E`GIv¶¯<^G¯<EnQtI\w¯\QlnI^¯<l¯w`ok¯E\<ll]<nIl¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯hk`YIEnlµ¯�l¯w`o¯`DlIktI
nPI¯`nPIk¯hkIlI^n<nQ`^l¶¯h<w¯E\`lI¯<nnI^nQ`^¯n`¯P`u¯I<EP¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯kIlh`^GIG¯n`¯EP<\\I^OIl
<^G¯EkI<nIG¯^Iu¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯nPk`oOP¯Qnl¯GIlQO^¶¯DI\QINl¶¯`k¯Q^^`t<nQ`^lµ
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Ê#hnQ`^<\¯�vnI^lQ`^Ë¯0<l[¯�·¯.I|IEn¯`^¯nPI¯1^Qn

�P``lI¯`^I¯EQnw¯nP<n¯w`ok¯E\<ll]<nIl¯hkIlI^nIG¯nP<n¯w`o¯<G]QkIµ¯0PQ^[¯<D`on·

7P<n¯EP<\\I^OIl¯GQG¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nP<n¯EQnw¯N<EI¶¯<^G¯P`u¯GQG¯nPIw¯kIlh`^G¼

7P<n¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯GQG¯nPIw¯EkI<nI¯N`k¯nPIQk¯E`]]o^Qnw¼

�`u¯GQG¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯<^G¯EP`QEIl¯`N¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯lP<hI¯nPIQk¯lh<EI¼

7P<n¯\Ill`^l¯E`o\G¯nPQl¯EQnw¯`NNIk¯n`¯w`ok¯`u^¯E`]]o^Qnw¯n`G<w¼

.I|IEn¯`^¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯loktIw¯ÊSummative Assessment Partner SurveyË°<^G¯uP<n¯hI`h\I
Q^¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Ê`k¯E\<ll]<nIlË¯l<QG¯nPIw¯t<\oIG¯<^G¯^IIGIG¯Q^¯<¯EQnw¯`k¯n`u^µ¯ <[I¯<
hIkl`^<\¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Dw¯nPQ^[Q^O¯<D`on¯P`u¯nP`lI¯\Ill`^l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯h<ln¯E`o\G¯<hh\w¯n`¯w`ok
\QNI¯n`G<wµ

.Ilh`^G¯n`¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯joIlnQ`^·

What can your community learn from the city of the ancient Americas that you saw

presented today?

7kQnI¯�Ç�¯GIn<Q\IG¯lI^nI^EIlµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI·

�¯EP<\\I^OI¯`k¯`hh`kno^Qnw¯N<EIG¯Dw¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw

�¯\Ill`^¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯E`o\G¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nP<n¯EQnw

�¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯w`ok¯E`]]o^QnwÕl¯^IIGl¶¯t<\oIl¶¯`k¯w`ok¯`u^¯\QNI
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

The Americas Rubric

Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Practice Standard 3

�GI^nQNw¯t<kQ`ol¯nwhIl¯`N

hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw

l`okEIl¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯DI

kI\It<^n¯n`¯<¯h<knQEo\<k

Q^joQkwµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯lI\IEnl¯nu`¯`k¯]`kI¯lhIEQ{E¶

kI\It<^n¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw

l`okEIl¯GQkIEn\w¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯nPI

Q^joQkwµ

�^¯nPIQk¯kIlI<kEP¶¯nPI¯ukQnIk¯E\I<k\w

Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯I<EP°l`okEI¯Q^N`k]l¯nPIQk

o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯EP`lI^¯<^EQI^n

EQnw¯<^G¯Qnl¯t<\oIlµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯lI\IEnl¯`^I¯n`¯nu`

<hhk`hkQ<nI¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw

l`okEIl¯nP<n¯kI\<nI¯n`¯nPI¯Q^joQkwµ

�^¯nPIQk¯kIlI<kEP¶¯nPI¯ukQnIk¯Ivh\<Q^l

P`u°I<EP¯l`okEI¯PI\hl¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯EQnwÕl¯t<\oIlµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯QGI^nQ{Il¯`^I¯l`okEI¶¯Don

nPI¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯n`¯nPI¯Q^joQkw¯]<w¯DI

uI<[¯`k¯o^E\I<kµ

�^¯nPIQk¯kIlI<kEP¶¯nPI¯ukQnIkÕl

Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯Ql¯]Q^Q]<\°`k¯]QllQ^Oµ

Practice Standard 5


InIk]Q^I¯nPI¯EkIGQDQ\Qnw¯`N

l`okEIl¯olQ^O¯GQlnQ^EnQ`^l

<]`^O¯N<En¯<^G¯`hQ^Q`^¯<l

uI\\¯<l¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

kIO<kGQ^O¯]<[Ik¶¯G<nI¶

h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶¯<^G

Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EIµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯nP`k`oOP\w¯It<\o<nIl¯nPI

EkIGQDQ\Qnw¯`N¯I<EP¯l`okEI¯olQ^O¯nu`¯`k

]`kI¯N<En`kl°Ê<onP`k¶¯G<nI¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶

<oGQI^EI¶¯N<En¯tlµ¯`hQ^Q`^Ë¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^l

P`u¯nPIlI¯N<En`kl¯<NNIEn¯nPI¯lnkI^OnP

`N¯nPIQk¯ItQGI^EIµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯It<\o<nIl¯nPI¯EkIGQDQ\Qnw¯`N

I<EP¯l`okEI¯olQ^O¯`^I¯`k¯]`kI

N<En`kl°Ê<onP`k¶¯G<nI¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶

<oGQI^EI¶¯N<En¯tlµ¯`hQ^Q`^Ë¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^l

P`u¯nPQl¯lohh`knl¯nPIQk¯ItQGI^EIµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯<nnI]hnl¯n`¯It<\o<nI¯nPI

EkIGQDQ\Qnw¯`N¯l`okEIl¯Don¯olIl¯\Q]QnIG

`k¯o^E\I<k¯kI<l`^Q^O¯`k¯G`Il¯^`n

hk`tQGI¯<^w¯E\I<k¯N<En`klµ

Practice Standard 7


k<u¯`^¯GQlEQh\Q^<kw

E`^EIhnl¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI

EP<\\I^OIl¯hI`h\I¯P<tI

N<EIG¶¯<^G¯`hh`kno^QnQIl

nPIw¯P<tI¯EkI<nIG¶¯Q^

<GGkIllQ^O¯\`E<\¶¯kIOQ`^<\¶

<^G¯O\`D<\¯hk`D\I]l¯<n

t<kQ`ol¯nQ]Il¯<^G¯h\<EIlµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯Gk<ul¯nu`¯`k¯]`kI¯E\I<k

E`^^IEnQ`^l¯DInuII^¯nPI¯t<\oIl¯`N¯nPI

<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯<^G¯EP<\\I^OIl¯`k

`hh`kno^QnQIl¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯E`]]o^Qnwµ

0PI¯kIlh`^lI¯hk`h`lIl¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I

kI<\QlnQE¯lnk<nIOw¯N`k¯<hh\wQ^O¯\Ill`^l

Nk`]¯nPI¯h<ln¯<^G¯nP`oOPnNo\\w

hkIGQEnl¯D`nP¯h`lQnQtI¯<^G¯^IO<nQtI

`onE`]Ilµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯E`^^IEnl¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯t<\oI

`k¯\Ill`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯n`¯<

]`GIk^ÆG<w¯EP<\\I^OI¯`k¯`hh`kno^Qnwµ

0PI¯kIlh`^lI¯hk`h`lIl¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I

l`\onQ`^¯<^G¯hkIGQEnl¯h`llQD\I

`onE`]Ilµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯DkQI|w¯]I^nQ`^l¯<

E`^^IEnQ`^¯`k¯lnk<nIOw¯Don¯G`Il¯^`n

Ivh\<Q^¯Qn¯E\I<k\w¯`k¯hkIGQEn¯`onE`]Il¯Q^

<¯]I<^Q^ONo\¯u<wµ

Summative Assessment

Rubric

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Content Standards

6.T5a.3        Ê�vh\<Q^¯P`u

<Dl`\onI¯<^G¯kI\<nQtI

\`E<nQ`^l¶¯E\Q]<nI¶¯]<Y`k

hPwlQE<\¯EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¶¯<^G

^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

Q^|oI^EIG¯lInn\I]I^n¶

h`ho\<nQ`^¯lQzI¶¯<^G¯nPI

IE`^`]QIl¯`N¯kIOQ`^l¯<^G

E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯�I^nk<\

�]IkQE<¯<^G¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^

Ql\<^GlµË

6.T5c.1 Ê.IlI<kEP¯<^G

kIh`kn¯`^¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]<Y`k

<^EQI^n¯l`EQInQIl¯nP<n

IvQlnIG¯Q^¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<

`k¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯]<Y`k¯hkIÆ

�`\o]DQ<^¯�^GI<^

EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^l¶¯nPIQk¯\`E<nQ`^l¶

<^G¯nPIQk¯Eo\nok<\

EP<k<EnIkQlnQElËµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯hk`tQGIl¯<¯GIn<Q\IG¯<^G

<EEok<nI¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯P`u

OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

Q^|oI^EIG¯Po]<^¯lInn\I]I^n¯<^G

IE`^`]QE¯<EnQtQnw¯Q^¯nPI¯EP`lI^

EQnwµ°°°°°°°°

0PI¯ukQnIk¯hk`tQGIl¯nP`k`oOP¶¯<EEok<nI¶

<^G¯uI\\Æ`kO<^QzIG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on

<¯EP`lI^¯<^EQI^n°�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<^

l`EQInw¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯[Iw¯<EPQItI]I^nl¶

Eo\nokI¶¯<^G¯\`^OÆnIk]¯Q^|oI^EIµ¯0PI

E`GIv¯Ql¯PQOP\w¯Q^N`k]<nQtI¯<^G

hIklo<lQtIµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯OI`Ok<hPw

<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯<NNIEnIG

lInn\I]I^n¯<^G¯IE`^`]QIl¯Q^¯nPI

EP`lI^¯EQnw¯uQnP¯]`ln\w¯<EEok<nI

GIn<Q\lµ°°°°°°°°

0PI¯ukQnIk¯hk`tQGIl¯<EEok<nI¯<^G

`kO<^QzIG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯<

EP`lI^°<^EQI^n¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<^

l`EQInw¯uQnP¯l`]I¯GIn<Q\l¯<D`on¯Qnl

<EPQItI]I^nl¯`k¯Eo\nokIµ¯0PI¯E`GIv¯Ql

Q^N`k]<nQtIµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯OQtIl¯<¯D<lQE¯`k¯Q^E`]h\InI

Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯P`u¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G

kIl`okEIl¯Q^|oI^EIG¯lInn\I]I^n¯`k

IE`^`]QIl¶¯uQnP¯l`]I¯Q^<EEok<EQIlµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯hk`tQGIl¯\Q]QnIG¯`k¯h<knQ<\\w

<EEok<nI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯<¯EP`lI^

�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<^¯l`EQInw¶¯uQnP¯o^E\I<k

`k¯]QllQ^O¯GIn<Q\lµ¯0PI¯E`GIv¯Ql¯\<E[Q^O

E\I<k¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^µ
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CAUSE-EFFECT
Language and Literacy Builder

We think about causes and

effects to…

Understand how events
in history are connected

Explain why people,
societies, ideas, and
places change over time

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

Focus

on the

CAUSE

I think ___ causes ___.

The cause (is/was) ___.

Because (of) ___, ___.

Due to ___, ___.

One factor (is/was) ___.

Since ___, ___.

As a result of ___, ___.

___ happened because ___.

___ caused ___ because ___.

Several factors caused ___. They
(are/were)  ___, ___, and ___.

If ___ (had/hadn’t / was/wasn’t)
___,  ___ (would/wouldn’t) ___.

CAUSE

→

Effect

Due to the storm¶¯nPI¯O<]I¯u<l
E<^EI\\IGµ

As a result of my hard work¶¯�¯O`n¯<¯O``G
Ok<GI¯`^¯]w¯hk`YIEnµ

If the geographic location wasn’t as
fertile for agriculture, nPI¯l`EQInw
u`o\G^Õn°P<tI¯|`okQlPIGµ

Focus

on the

EFFECT

I think ___ was caused by ___.

The effect (is/was) ___.

The result (is/was) ___.

___, so ___.

One outcome (is/was) ___.

___ happened because (of) ___.

___ as a consequence of ___.

___; therefore, ___.

___ is a result of ___ because___.

___ led to many changes, such
as ___, ___, and ___.

One important effect of ___
(is/was) ___ because ___.

EFFECT

→

Cause

The game was cancelled because of°nPI
ln`k]µ

I want a good grade in the class;
therefore, �¯u`k[IG¯P<kG¯`^¯]w¯hk`YIEnµ

One important effect of living near fertile
valleys u<l°nP<n¯I<k\w¯E`]h\Iv¯l`EQInQIl
E`o\G¯Ok`u¯<¯lokh\ol¯`N¯N``Gµ
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CONNECT
Language and Literacy Builder

We connect to our inquiry
questions…

By comparing sources,
points of view, and
relevant evidence to
help us answer our
questions

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

�¯nPQ^[¹ 0PIlI¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯lP`u¹ 0PI¯ItQGI^EI¯Q^¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¯Ql
lQO^Q{E<^n¯DIE<olIµµµ

#^I¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ql¹

�^`nPIk¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ql¹

0PQl¯l`okEI¯lP`ul¯___¶¯Don¯nPI¯`nPIk
l`okEI¯lP`ul¹


<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lP`ul¯___¶¯uI
E`^E\oGI¯nP<nµµµ


`nP¯l`okEIl¯lP`u¹
0PIlI¯l`okEIl¯PI\h¯<^luIk¯`ok
joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯___¯DIE<olI¹

#N¯<\\¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯uIÕtI¯kItQIuIG¶¯nPI
]`ln¯olINo\¯N`k¯<^luIkQ^O¯`ok

joIlnQ`^¯<kI¯___¯<^G¯___¯DIE<olI¹

°0PQl¯l`okEI¯PI\hl¯<^luIk¯`ok¯joIlnQ`^
DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯]<nnIkl¯DIE<olI¹
�k`]¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¶¯uIÕtI¯\I<k^IG¯___µ

0PQl¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¹

This source helps answer our question
because it shows human brains got bigger

during the Paleolithic Era.

This information matters because it tells us
how changes in brains and bodies led to big

changes in how early humans lived.

From these sources, we’ve learned that
physical changes led early humans to evolve

in many ways. This is important because it
prepared the earliest humans to become

modern humans that are similar to us today.
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OBSERVE
Language and Literacy Builder

We observe sources to…

Notice details that help
us understand a source

Ask and answer
questions about what
we see

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

Questions to

ask myself

What do I see?

What details do I notice?

What features do I see?

What features do I notice in this
source?

What sourcing details can I
identify about this source?

What unexpected details stand
out to me?

What new things do I notice
when I change my perspective?

Ways to
share

observations

I see ___ on this source.

I notice ___ in this source.

One detail I see in this source is…

A sourcing detail I notice is…

Something I notice but can’t
explain is…

I notice ___, which seems
important because…

After looking at the
source again, something new I
see is…

I (see/don’t see) ___, which
makes me wonder…

Things to look for Source types and details Examples

How to make

observations

Details to look for: h\<EIl¶¯hI`h\I¶¯ItI^nl¶

OI`Ok<hPw¶¯<EnQ`^¶¯hIklhIEnQtI¶¯hokh`lI¶
h<nnIk^l¶¯u`kGl¶¯^o]DIkl¶¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¶

E`\`kl¶¯]<h¯[Iwl

Features of sources:°nQn\I¶¯<onP`k¶¯PI<GQ^Ol¶

lIEnQ`^l¶¯hP`n`l¶¯Q]<OIl¶¯E<hnQ`^l¶

Ok<hPQEl¶¯EP<knl¶¯]<hl¶¯t`E<Do\<kw

GI{^QnQ`^l¶¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^

Source types: <knQE\I¶¯<knQN<En¶¯G`Eo]I^n¶

Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶
]<h¶¯^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw

l`okEI¶¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Sourcing details:°<onP`k¶¯<oGQI^EI¶

hoD\QE<nQ`^¯G<nI¶¯nQn\I¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯G<nI¶

]<nIkQ<\l¯olIG¯Q^¯<^¯<knQN<En¶¯lQzI¯`N¯<^

<knQN<En

�¯lII¯]`o^n<Q^l°`^¯nPQl¯]<hµ

�¯lII¯Gk<uQ^Ol°`^¯nPQl¯<knQN<Enµ

�¯^`nQEI nu`¯EP<knl°`^¯nPQl¯uIDlQnIµ

�¯^`nQEI¯DQO¯u`kGl°Q^¯nPQl¯\InnIkµ

#^I¯NI<nokI°�¯lII¯Q^¯nPQl¯<knQE\I°Ql

]<^w¯lIEnQ`^l¯uQnP¯PI<GQ^Olµ

�¯G`^Õn¯lII°<^w¯hI`h\I¶¯uPQEP¯]<[Il

]I¯u`^GIk¯QN¯nPI¯EQnw¯u<l¯<D<^G`^IGµ
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QUESTION
Language and Literacy Builder

We ask questions to…

Ask about what we see,
think, and wonder

Make predictions about
what we think the
answers will be

Who What Where When Why

Row 1

examples
Who (made/wrote)… ? What (is/are)... ? Where (is/was)... ? When (is/was)... ? Why (is/was)... ?

Row 2

examples
Who (was/wasn’t)... ? What (do/does)... ? Where (did/does)... ? When (does/did)... ? Why (does/did)... ?

Row 3

examples
Who (will/would)… ? What (can/could)… ? Where (will/would)... ? When do you think… ? Why (will/would)… ?

Less
complex

 ⇨

7P`¯]<GI°nPQl¯]<h¼
7P<n¯<kI°nPIlI¯n``\l

]<GI¯N`k¼
7PIkI¯Ql°nPQl¯<knQN<En

Nk`]¼
7PI^¯u<l°nPQl

G`Eo]I^n¯ukQnnI^¼
7Pw¯u<l°nPQl¯h<Q^nQ^O

]<GI¼

More

complex
⇨

7P`¯u<l°nPQl¯]<h
]<GI¯N`k¼

7P<n¯G`°nPIlI¯n``\l¯nI\\
ol¯<D`on¯\QNI¯D<E[

nPI^¼

7PIkI¯GQG°nPI
<kEPI`\`OQln¯{^G¯Qn¯Q^
nPI¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¼

7PI^¯GQG°ukQnQ^O
DIE`]I¯E`]]`^¯Q^

nPQl¯l`EQInw¼¯°

7Pw¯GQG°nPQl¯h<Q^nQ^O
DIE`]I¯h`ho\<k¼

Most

complex

⇨

7P`¯u`o\G°DI¯<D\I¯n`
nI\\¯ol¯]`kI¯<D`on¯nPQl

]<h¯n`G<w¼

7P<n¯E<^°nPI¯lQzI¯`N
nPIlI¯n``\l¯nI\\¯ol
<D`on¯nPIQk¯olI¼

7PIkI¯u`o\G°w`o¯OIn
]`kI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^
<D`on¯nPQl¯<knQN<En¼

7PI^¯G`¯w`o¯nPQ^[
nPIlI¯QGI<l¯lhkI<G¯n`

`nPIk¯l`EQInQIl¼

7Pw¯G`Il°Qn¯]<nnIk
nP<n¯nPI¯h<Q^nQ^O¯u<l
]<GI¯��¯wI<kl¯\<nIk¼
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SUMMARIZE
Language and Literacy Builder

We summarize to…

Identify the main idea
and supporting details

Show we understand
and can share with
others

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

0PI¯]<Q^¯QGI<°`N¯nPQl¯l`okEI°Ql¹
0PI¯n`hQE°`N¯nPQl¯l`okEI°Ql¹

0PI¯<onP`kÕl ]<Q^¯QGI<°Ql¯nP<n¹

�^¯nPI¯l`okEI°ÊÒtitle”Ë¶¯Êauthor’s nameË
Ivh\<Q^lµµµ

0PI¯]<Q^¯QGI<°`N¯nPQl¯tQGI`°Ql¯P`u¯Po]<^l

EP<^OIG¯`tIk¯]Q\\Q`^l¯`N¯wI<klµ

0PI¯loDYIEn°`N¯nPQl¯tQGI`°Ql¯Po]<^¯It`\onQ`^µ

0PI¯^<kk<n`kÕl ]Ill<OI°Ql¯nP<n¯Po]<^l¯It`\tIG

DIE<olI¯`N¯]<^w¯Q^|oI^EIlµ

�^¯nPI¯tQGI` Ò�o]<^¯�t`\onQ`^¶Ú°nPI¯!<nok<\

�Qln`kw¯ olIo] Ivh\<Q^l P`u¯I<k\w¯Po]<^l
GItI\`hIG¯<^G¯lhkI<G¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯O\`DIµ

#^I°lohh`knQ^O¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

�^`nPIk GIn<Q\°Ql¹

0PI¯{kln°Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

0PI¯lIE`^G [Iw¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

�Q^<\\w¶¯nPI¯\<ln°Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\°Ql¹

�^¯nPI¯{kln h<kn¶¯nPI¯<onP`k¹

�^¯nPI¯lIE`^G h<kn¶¯nPI¯<onP`k¹

0PI¯]`ln¯lQO^Q{E<^n¯lIEnQ`^°Ql¹

0PI¯<onP`k E`^E\oGIl°nP<n¹

Helpful words for summaries Helpful words for summaries Helpful words for summaries

Transition words

`^I¯→¯<^`nPIk

{kln¯→¯^Ivn¯→¯{^<\\w

`^I¯→¯Q^¯<GGQnQ`^¯→¯\<ln

{kln¯→¯lIE`^G¯→¯nPQkG¯→¯{^<\\w

Main idea: h`Q^n¶¯]<Q^¯h`Q^n¶¯]Ill<OI¶¯EI^nk<\
]Ill<OI¶¯DQO¯QGI<

Topic: N`Eol¶¯loDYIEn

Detail: [Iw¯GIn<Q\¶¯h`Q^n¶¯kI<l`^¶¯ItQGI^EI¶¯hQIEI

`N¯ItQGI^EI

Source types:°<knQN<En¶ <knQE\I¶¯G`Eo]I^n¶

Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶¯]<h¶
^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw¯l`okEI¶

lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Parts of sources: h<k<Ok<hP¶¯h<kn¶¯lIEnQ`^

Author: ^<kk<n`k¶¯PQln`kQ<^¶¯Y`ok^<\Qln¶¯ukQnIk¶

lEP`\<k

Author verbs: Ivh\<Q^l¶¯E`]h<kIl¶¯E`^E\oGIl¶

E`^nk<lnl¶¯GI{^Il¶¯GIlEkQDIl¶¯GQlEollIl¶¯Ivh\`kIl¶
Q^tIlnQO<nIl¶¯hkIlI^nl¶¯kIE`]]I^Gl¶¯lP`ul
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Word Map

Directions:¯�vh\`kI¯nPQl¯u`kG¯N`k¯w`ok¯hIkl`^<\¯GQEnQ`^<kwµ¯1lI¯<¯DQ\Q^Oo<\¯GQEnQ`^<kw¶¯<

nPIl<okol¶¯<^G¯<¯h<kn^Ikµ¯+kIh<kI¯n`¯lP<kI¯w`ok¯{^GQ^Olº

__________________________________________________

u`kG

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

GI{^QnQ`^

Represent the Word:


k<u¯<¯hQEnokI¯`k¯GQ<Ok<]¯n`

PI\h¯w`o¯kI]I]DIk¯nPI

]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯u`kGµ

Word Forms:

7kQnI¯G`u^¯`k¯\``[¯oh¯GQNNIkI^n

N`k]l¯`N¯nPI¯u`kGµ

Synonyms:

1lI¯<¯nPIl<okol¯n`¯\``[¯oh¯nu`

u`kGl¯nP<n¯<kI¯lQ]Q\<kµ

Translanguage:

1lI¯<¯DQ\Q^Oo<\¯GQEnQ`^<kw¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kGl¯<^G¯ukQnI

nPI]¯PIkIµ

�]<OI¯l`okEIl·¯ÚSketchÚ¯Dw¯�GkQI^¯�`joIn¶¯ÚPuzzle piecesÚ¯Dw¯lP<lP<^[¯lQ^OP¶¯ÚTranslateÚ¯Dw¯1lu<¯�
0¶¯ÚComplementÚ¯Dw


k<^G`^¯/PQI\Gl¸¯<\\¯Q]<OIl¯tQ<¯!`o^¯+k`YIEn¶¯\QEI^lIG¯o^GIk¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Language and Literacy Support

Grade 6, Unit 4: The Americas

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

https://thenounproject.com/icon/sketch-4211830/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1737956888873025&usg=AOvVaw3Cu50mr2cOB3K7VDlZMyce
https://thenounproject.com/icon/puzzle-pieces-7275440/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1737956888873134&usg=AOvVaw13-4xa-tDcY_W03R2Cz2uD
https://thenounproject.com/icon/translate-5143936/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1737956888873210&usg=AOvVaw2k24mt71PgdFK2O9DpZPqD
https://thenounproject.com/icon/complement-1022126/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1737956888873288&usg=AOvVaw3h_FdwEyMjd58djHlpI-4s
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

