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1.!<]I¯nu`¯E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯!`knP¯�NkQE<¯<^G¯nu`¯E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯nPI

 QGG\I¯�<lnµ

2.7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯^<]I¯`N¯nPI¯\<kOIln¯GIlIkn¯Q^¯�NkQE<¶¯\`E<nIG¯Q^

!`knP¯�NkQE<¼

3.7PQEP¯lI<¯D`kGIkl¯�NkQE<¯n`¯nPI¯^`knP¼

4.7PQEP¯lI<¯D`kGIkl¯nPI¯�k<DQ<^¯+I^Q^lo\<¯n`¯nPI¯l`onP¼

5.!<]I¯nu`¯E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯nPI¯ QGG\I¯�<ln¯<^G¯!`knP¯�NkQE<

nP<n¯OIn¯I^`oOP¯k<Q^¯n`¯Ok`u¯Ek`hlµ

6.7PQEP¯nu`¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯<kI¯E`^^IEnIG¯Dw¯nPI¯/oIz

�<^<\¼

7.7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯\<kOIln¯E`o^nkw¯ÊDw¯<]`o^n¯`N¯\<^GË¯Q^¯nPI

 QGG\I¯�<ln¼

8.7PQEP¯kQtIk¯|`ul¯nPk`oOP¯/oG<^¯<^G¯�Owhn¶¯I^GQ^O¯<n¯nPI

 IGQnIkk<^I<^¼

9.7PQEP¯D`Gw¯`N¯u<nIk¯Ql¯DInuII^¯/<oGQ¯�k<DQ<¯<^G¯�k<^¼

10.7PQEP¯E`o^nkw¯Q^¯nPI¯ QGG\I¯�<ln¯Ql¯P`]I¯n`¯D`nP¯nPI

0QOkQl¯<^G¯�ohPk<nIl¯kQtIkl¼

11.7PQEP¯E`o^nkw¯Ql¯^`knP¯`N¯/<oGQ¯�k<DQ<¯<^G¯l`onP¯`N¯/wkQ<¼
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12. Which climate is most often found in the Middle East?

13. Which country has Cairo as its capital?

14. Name two Middle Eastern countries that border the

Mediterranean.

15. Name a Middle Eastern city or country with a very high

population.

16. Which narrow sea separates Africa and the Middle East?

17. Which country is between Iraq and the Persian Gulf?

18. What is the capital of Turkey?

19. Which country borders Egypt to the east?

20. Where are most of the Middle East’s mountains located: in

the north or in the south of the region?
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Egyptian God and Goddess Cards

Osiris

Appearance: #lQkQl¶¯nPI¯{kln¯ko\Ik¯n`¯P<tI
DII^¯]o]]Q{IG¶¯Ql¯lP`u^¯<l¯<¯]o]]w
uk<hhIG¯Q^¯<¯uPQnI¯No^Ik<\¯E\`nP¯<^G
P`\GQ^O¯<¯Ek``[¯<^G¯|<Q\µ¯�I¯`NnI^¯P<l¯OkII^
l[Q^¯n`¯kI|IEn¯PQl¯]o]]Q{E<nQ`^µ¯�I¯uI<kl
nPI¯Ek`u^¯`N¯1hhIk¯�Owhn¯uQnP¯<^¯`lnkQEP
NI<nPIk¯`^¯I<EP¯lQGI¯`N¯Qnµ

Description and Role:¯#lQkQl¯u<l¯nPI¯{kln
hP<k<`P¯`N¯�Owhn¶¯<^G¶¯<EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯]wnP¶
PI¯Dk`oOPn¯`kGIk¯<^G¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¯n`¯nPI
hI`h\Iµ¯�NnIk¯DIQ^O¯]okGIkIG¯Dw¯PQl
Dk`nPIk¶¯/InP¶¯PI¯u<l¯Dk`oOPn¯D<E[¯n`¯\QNI¯Dw
�lQlµ¯�I¯ko\Il¯`tIk¯<^G¯YoGOIl¯nPI¯l`o\l¯`N
nPI¯GI<G¯Q^¯nPI¯o^GIku`k\Gµ

Ilustration of Osiris, an Egyptian god,

“Standing Osiris” by Jeff Dahl via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Ilustration of Isis, an Egyptian goddess,

by Jeff Dahl via Wikimedia Commons is

licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0.

Isis

Appearance: Isis appears as a beautiful
royal woman and is often holding an ankh,
the symbol of life, or a lotus, the symbol of
luck, in her hand. She is often shown with
Osiris or Horus (or baby Horus).

Description and Role: Isis is the queen to
Osiris’s king and is the mother of Horus. She
is a protector and bringer of good fortune.
She has magical healing powers and is the
goddess who represents motherhood. After
Osiris was murdered by his brother, Seth,
Isis used her magic to bring him back to life
before he went to the underworld. While
Osiris rules the underworld, Isis and Horus
rule over the domain of Egypt and the land
of the living.
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Horus

Appearance: Horus is either shown as
having a man’s body with a falcon's head or
as a falcon. His eyes are always prominently
outlined in black.

Description and Role: The son of Osiris and
Isis, Horus has inherited the throne of Egypt.
He is god of the sky and also represents the
pharaoh’s power on Earth. His eye has
magical healing powers and is a symbol of
rebirth and good health.

As the defeater of Seth, Horus is seen as
casting out evil and maintaining order. He
often wears the double crown of united
Egypt.

Ilustration of Horus, an Egyptian god, by

Jeff Dahl via Wikimedia Commons is

licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Ilustration of Seth, an Egyptian god, by

Jeff Dahl via Wikimedia Commons is

licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0.

Seth (or Set)

Appearance: Seth is usually seen as having
a man’s body and the head of a black, long-
nosed imaginary creature—something like
an anteater. He often holds a staff with a
forked tip.

Description and Role: Seth is a chaos
agent. He represents death, destruction,
and bad fortune. Jealous of his brother,
Osiris, Seth tricked Osiris and chopped him
up in a scheme to steal the throne of Egypt.
Seth is often imagined as battling Horus for
control of Egypt, but he's also a protective
god of the underworld.
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Anubis

Appearance:¯�^oDQl¯Ql¯lP`u^¯uQnP¯<¯]<^Ûl
D`Gw¯<^G¯<¯jackal’s ÊuQ\G¯G`OÛlË¯PI<Gµ¯�Ql
QGI^nQnw¯<l¯<¯uQ\G¯G`O¯Ql¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯PQl
hk`nIEnQtI¯^<nokIµ

Description and Role:¯�^oDQl¯Ql¯nPI
hk`nIEn`k¯`N¯nPI¯GI<G¯<^G¯`tIklIIl
]o]]Q{E<nQ`^µ¯�I¯OoQGIl¯nPI¯lhQkQnl¯`N¯nPI
GI<G¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯o^GIku`k\G¶¯ItI^no<\\w
\I<GQ^O¯nPI]¯n`¯#lQkQlµ¯�^oDQl¯h\<wl¯<¯k`\I¯Q^
nPI¯{^<\¯YoGO]I^n¯`N¯nPI¯GI<G¶
GInIk]Q^Q^O¯uPInPIk¯<¯PI<kn¯Ql¯\QOPnIk¯nP<^
nPI¯�I<nPIk¯`N¯0konPµ¯�^oDQl¯Ql¯]`ln\w¯N`o^G
Q^¯n`]Dl¯<^G¯nI]h\Il¯GIt`nIG¯n`¯nPI¯GI<Gµ

Ilustration of Anubis, an Egyptian god,

by Jeff Dahl via Wikimedia Commons is

licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Amun, later Amun-Re

Appearance: Amun represents the sky and
water before creation. For this reason, his
skin is often blue. In the 18th dynasty, he
was linked with the sun god Re (or Ra) and
took on the role of creator. A sun disk was
added to Amun-Re's crown. As Amun-Re, he
is often shown as a red sun disk, a man with
a tall sun-ray crown, or a ram (imagery
borrowed from a Nubian god).

Description and Role: Amun-Re is
considered the father of all pharaohs, the
king and most powerful of the gods, and
the creator of Earth. He brings fertility,
prosperity, and good fortune, but he can
also bring destruction. He is also a god of
rebirth—just as the sun “dies” each evening
in the west and is “reborn” each morning in
the east.

Ilustration of

Amun, an Egyptian

god, by

FDRMRZUSA via

Wikimedia

Commons is

licensed under CC

BY-SA 4.0.

Ilustration of

Amun-Re, an

Egyptian god, by

FDRMRZUSA via

Wikimedia

Commons is

licensed under CC

BY-SA 4.0.
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Illustration of Thoth, an Egyptian god, by

Jeff Dahl via Wikimedia Commons is

licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0.

Thoth

Appearance: Thoth is shown as an ibis, a
long-legged bird that uses its long, curved
beak to search for food in shallow water. Or
he has a man’s body and an ibis's head and
is often holding a writing tablet. Ancient
Egyptians thought that the way ibis birds
poke their beaks into the muddy river bank
resembled the way scribes use a stylus to
write on papyrus or a tablet.

Description and Role: Thoth is the god of
wisdom, writing, and recordkeeping. As the
scribe of the gods, Thoth is often shown in
the underworld recording Anubis’s
judgment of whether the dead person's
heart is light enough to go to the afterlife.

Lesson 18: The Gods and Their Roles in Ancient Egypt
Egyptian God and Goddess Cards

Grade 6, Unit 2: The Middle East and North Africa

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2025 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Hathor

Appearance: Hathor is often shown as a
woman with the head or ears of a cow. Or
she is an actual cow. She often has a red sun
disk between her horns.

Description and Role: Hathor is a goddess
of good fortune, joy, fertility, and wealth
(cows were seen as a form of wealth). She is
also the goddess of love, beauty, and
women and children, like Isis is. Hathor is a
sky goddess and is thought to live in the sky
with Amun-Re. She crosses the boundaries
between worlds, helping souls in their
transition to the afterlife.

Illustration of Hathor, an Egyptian

goddess, by Jeff Dahl via Wikimedia

Commons is licensed under CC BY-SA

4.0.
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Homer Ê<^¯<^EQI^n¯�kII[¯h`InË·¯+P`I^QEQ<^l¯<kI¯h`knk<wIG¯<l¯ÒD`nP¯l[Q\\IG¯lI<N<kIkl¯<^G
E\ItIk¶¯Don¯<\l`¯h`nI^nQ<\\w¯GIEIQnNo\¯nk<GIkl¯<n¯nPI¯l<]I¯nQ]IÓ¯Q^¯The Odysseyµ

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

Herodotus Ê<¯�kII[¯lEP`\<k¯<^G¯PQln`kQ<^Ë·¯�Ik`G`nol¯n`\G¯nPI¯ln`kw¯`N¯+P`I^QEQ<^l¯l<Q\Q^O¯`^
nPI¯�n\<^nQE¯#EI<^¯n`u<kG¯nPI¯
kQnQlP¯�l\Il¶¯uPIkI¯nPIw¯nk<GIG¯N`k¯nQ^µ¯�l¯nPIw¯uIkI¯l<Q\Q^O¶

nPIw¯l<u¯<¯�kII[¯lPQh¯N`\\`uQ^O¯nPI]µ¯0PI¯+P`I^QEQ<^l¯GIEQGIG¯n`¯l<Q\¯tIkw¯E\`lI¯n`¯lP<\\`u

u<nIk¯<^G¯lnk<^G¯nPI]lI\tIl¯`^¯<¯kIIN¯l`¯nP<n¯uPI^¯nPI¯�kII[l¯N`\\`uIG¶¯nPIw¯u`o\G¯<\l`¯DI

lnk<^GIGµ¯0PQl¯u<w¶¯nPI¯�kII[l¯E`o\G¯^`n¯{^G¯`on¯uPIkI¯nPI¯+P`I^QEQ<^l¯O`n¯nPIQk¯nQ^µ

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

Herodotus Ê<¯�kII[¯lEP`\<k¯<^G¯PQln`kQ<^Ë·¯�Ik`G`nol¯uk`nI¯nP<n¯nPI¯+P`I^QEQ<^l¯l<Q\IG

<k`o^G¯�NkQE<¯<n¯nPI¯kIjoIln¯`N¯nPI¯�OwhnQ<^¯hP<k<`P¯!IEP`¯��¯ÊuP`¯ko\IG¯Nk`]¯���¯n`¯���


��Ëµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯uP<n¯nPI¯u`k\G¯\``[IG¯\Q[I¯n`¯�Ik`G`nol·

The continent of Africa as Herodotus saw it

by Bibi Saint-Pol via Wikimedia Commons is

in the public domain.

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

Virgil°Ê<¯.`]<^¯h`InË·¯6QkOQ\¯n`\G¯nPI¯ln`kw¯`N¯-oII^¯
QG`¯Nk`]¯0wkI¶¯uP`¯N`o^GIG¯nPI¯E`\`^w

`N¯�<knP<OI¯Q^¯!`knP¯�NkQE<µ¯0PI¯\`E<\¯[Q^O¯u<l¯uQ\\Q^O¯n`¯nk<GI¯uQnP¯PIk¯<^G¯`NNIkIG¯<¯hQIEI¯`N

loQn<D\I¯\<^G¯N`k¯nPI¯E`\`^wµ¯�`uItIk¶¯lPI¯E`o\G¯`^\w¯P<tI¯nPI¯<kI<¯`N¯\<^G¯E`tIkIG¯Dw¯`^I¯`vÆ

PQGIµ¯-oII^¯
QG`¯P<G¯nPI¯PQGI¯Eon¯Q^n`¯tIkw¯{^I¯lnkQhl¶¯uPQEP¯lPI¯olIG¯n`¯I^EQkE\I¯<¯PQ\\µ¯0P<n

PQ\\¯DIE<]I¯nPI¯E<hQn<\¯`N¯nPI¯E`\`^wµ

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ
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ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

Hannibal Barca°Ê<¯+P`I^QEQ<^¯OI^Ik<\¯Nk`]¯�<knP<OI¯uP`¯N`oOPn¯<O<Q^ln¯nPI¯.`]<^lË·¯�
N<]`ol¯jo`nI¯nP<n¯nPI¯.`]<^l¯<nnkQDonIG¯n`¯�<^^QD<\¯Ql¯Ò�¯uQ\\¯IQnPIk¯{^G¯<¯u<w¶¯`k¯]<[I

`^IµÓ

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

The Bible°ÊnPI¯�PkQlnQ<^¯P`\w¯D``[Ë·¯0PI¯
QD\I¯Ê�¯�Q^Ol¯�·��Æ��Ë¯nI\\l¯<¯ln`kw¯Q^¯uPQEP¯�Q^O
/`\`]`^¯`N¯�lk<I\¯GItI\`hl°<¯DolQ^Ill¯<OkII]I^n¯uQnP¯�Q^O¯�Qk<]¯`N¯0wkIµ¯0PI¯nIvn¯kI<Gl¶

Ò+\I<lI¶¯nPI^¶¯OQtI¯`kGIkl¯N`k¯EIG<kl¯n`¯DI¯Eon¯N`k¯]I¯Q^¯nPI¯�ID<^`^µ¯ w¯lIkt<^nl¯uQ\\¯u`k[

uQnP¯w`okl¶¯<^G¯�¯uQ\\¯h<w¯w`o¯<^w¯u<OIl¯w`o¯]<w¯<l[¯N`k¯w`ok¯lIkt<^nl¸¯N`k¯<l¯w`o¯[^`u¶¯nPIkI

Ql¯^`^I¯<]`^O¯ol¯uP`¯[^`ul¯P`u¯n`¯Eon¯nQ]DIk¯\Q[I¯nPI¯/QG`^Q<^l¯Ê+P`I^QEQ<^lËµÓ

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

The Bible°ÊnPI¯�PkQlnQ<^¯P`\w¯D``[Ë·¯0PI¯
QD\I¯Ê�¯�Q^Ol¯�·��¶¯��Ë¯nI\\l¯nPI¯ln`kw¯`N°nPI¯E`^nQ^oQ^O
DolQ^Ill¯GI<\l¯]<GI¯DInuII^¯�Q^O¯/`\`]`^¯`N¯�lk<I\¯<^G¯�Q^O¯�Qk<]¯`N¯0wkIµ¯�^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¶
�Q^O¯�Qk<]¯lI^Gl¯+P`I^QEQ<^¯EIG<k¯\`Ol¯<^G¯+P`I^QEQ<^¯ln`^IEonnIkl¯n`¯DoQ\G¯<¯nI]h\I¯<^G¯<

h<\<EI¯N`k¯�Q^O¯/`\`]`^µ¯�^¯kInok^¶¯�Q^O¯/`\`]`^¯hk`tQGIl¯<^¯<^^o<\¯<]`o^n¯`N¯N``G¯N`k¯�Q^O

�Qk<]Õl¯P`olIP`\Gµ

ÈÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ

Text sources:

Cartwright, Mark. “Dido.” World History Encyclopedia. June 29, 2016.

Department of Ancient Near Eastern Art. “The Phoenicians (1500-300 BCE).” In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art

History. October 2024.

Schleeter, Ryan. “First Rulers of the Mediterranean.” National Geographic. Last updated November 18,

2024.

Spar, Ira. “Phoenicia and the Bible.” The Metropolitan Museum of Art. November 6, 2014.
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unifying the empire through
improved communication

satrapies: combining a strong
king with local independence

providing water
for the people

ruling a multicultural empire
with tolerance and respect

creating a common
currency and language
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Persian Innovation Cards

Satrapies: Combining a Strong King with Local Independence

A map of the Persian Empire at its peak. The Persian

Empire at its greatest territorial extent, under the rule

of Darius I by Cattette, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia

Commons

�Q^O¯�wkol¯nPI¯�kI<n¯`N¯+IklQ<¯E`^joIkIG¯nPI¯\<kOIln¯I]hQkI¯nPI¯u`k\G¯P<G¯ItIk¯[^`u^µ¯�n

u`o\G¯P<tI¯DII^¯Q]h`llQD\I¯N`k¯PQ]¯n`¯O`tIk^¯Qn¯<\\¯Dw¯PQ]lI\Nµ¯0`¯l`\tI¯nPQl¯hk`D\I]¶¯PI

GQtQGIG¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^n`¯satrapies¶ `k¯hk`tQ^EIlµ¯Ê0PI¯.`]<^¯^o]Ik<\l¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¯<D`tI

lP`u¯uPIkI¯nPI¯l<nk<hQIl¯uIkI¯\`E<nIGËµ¯�I¯<hh`Q^nIG¯nPI¯\`E<\¯\I<GIkl¯PI¯P<G¯Yoln

E`^joIkIG¯n`¯O`tIk^¯nPI¯l<nk<hQIlµ¯0PI¯O`tIk^`k¯`N¯<¯l<nk<hw¯u<l¯E<\\IG¯<¯satrap.

�l¯\`^O¯<l¯nPI¯l<nk<hl¯E`\\IEnIG¯n<vIl¯<^G¯uIkI¯\`w<\¯n`¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯[Q^O¶¯nPIw¯P<G¯l`]I

E`^nk`\¯`tIk¯\`E<\¯GIEQlQ`^lµ¯0PQl¯lwlnI]¯PI\hIG¯n`¯DoQ\G¯\`w<\nw¯n`¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkIµ¯�n

<\l`¯]<GI¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯ln<nI¯uI<\nPw¶¯<l¯]`^Iw¯<^G¯nPI¯]<nIkQ<\l¯nP<n¯uIkI¯nPI

lhIEQ<\nQIl¯`N¯I<EP¯kIOQ`^¯|`uIG¯Q^n`¯nPI¯EI^nk<\¯nkI<lokwµ

0`¯[IIh¯<^¯IwI¯`^¯nPI¯l<nk<hl¶¯+IklQ<^¯[Q^Ol¯EkI<nIG¯]Q\Qn<kw¯ln<nQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯IGOIl¯`N¯nPI

l<nk<hQIlµ¯0PI¯+IklQ<^¯[Q^Ol¯<\l`¯lI^n¯Q^lhIEn`kl¶¯[^`u^¯<l¯King’s eyes,¯n`¯EPIE[¯oh¯`^¯nPI

l<nk<hlµ¯�n¯u<l¯<Dl`\onI\w¯E\I<k¯nP<n¯�wkol¯u<l¯nPI¯King of Kings <^G¯]oln¯DI¯`DIwIGµ

0PQl¯Q^^`t<nQtI¯D<\<^EI¯DInuII^¯<¯lnk`^O¯[Q^O¯uP`¯]oln¯DI¯`DIwIG¯Q^¯]<nnIkl¯`N¯\`w<\nw

<^G¯n<vIl¯<^G¯\`E<\¯lI\NÆO`tIk^]I^n¯<\\`uIG¯nPI¯+IklQ<^l¯n`¯EkI<nI¯ln<DQ\Qnw¯<^G¯\`w<\nw
uQnPQ^¯nPI¯I]hQkIµ
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A carving of Cyrus the Great,

king of the Persian Empire.

Cyrus the Great at Olympic Park,

Sydney, Siamax (adapted)

(modern copy from a 6th

century BCE bas-relief at

Pasargadae inscribed "I am

Cyrus the king, an

Achaemenian") is licensed

under CC BY-SA 3.0 via

Wikimedia

Ruling a Multicultural Empire with Tolerance and Respect

The empire that King Cyrus the Great conquered was quite

diverse. It included many different languages, cultures, and

religions. Although he had conquered the land using force,

he did not force his culture and religion onto his new

subjects. Instead, he ruled with tolerance. As long as the

people paid their taxes and were loyal to the Persian Empire,

they were allowed to worship and live as they pleased.

Cyrus’s governing strategy was also innovative. In the

ancient world, rulers were believed to own the land and the

people they conquered. Cyrus, in contrast, freed Jewish
people and let them return to Jerusalem and rebuild their

temple. They had been forced to live in Babylon by the

Babylonian ruler Nebuchadnezzar II. Cyrus also showed

respect for local traditions within his empire: He worshiped

Marduk, the god of Babylon, and wore the clothing of the

Elamites (a culture near Mesopotamia).

By ruling with a light touch as long as his subjects met his

expectations, Cyrus created loyal subjects who were less

likely to rebel. These innovations strengthened diversity and

promoted loyalty to the empire.
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A qanat, a source of water in the Persian Empire.

Qanat by Gonabadi, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia

The structure of a qanat, a source of water

in the Persian Empire. Qanat cross section

by Samuel Bailey, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia

Providing Water for the People

�EEIllQ^O¯u<nIk¯u<l¯<¯EP<\\I^OI¯Q^¯]<^w

h<knl¯`N¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkI¯GoI¯n`¯nPI

GIlIkn¯I^tQk`^]I^nµ¯0PI¯+IklQ<^¯[Q^Ol

[^Iu¯nP<n¯DoQ\GQ^O¯u<nIk¯lwlnI]l

kIjoQkIG¯l[Q\\l¯<^G¯]`^Iw¯nP<n¯]`ln

hI`h\I¯GQG¯^`n¯P<tIµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯o^GIkln``G

nP<n¯hI`h\I¯^IIGIG¯u<nIk¯n`¯\QtI

hk`GoEnQtI¯\QtIl¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯u<^nIG¯n`¯<t`QG
E`^|QEn¯`tIk¯u<nIk¯kIl`okEIlµ¯0`¯]IIn

nPIlI¯^IIGl¶¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯`N¯nPI

+IklQ<^¯�]hQkI¯lohh`knIG¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^O¯`N

j<^<nl¯Êhk`^`o^EIG¯Ò[oPÆˈ^?nÓËµ¯�¯qanat Ql

<^¯o^GIkOk`o^G¯uI\\¯E`^^IEnIG¯Dw

o^GIkOk`o^G¯no^^I\lµ¯-<^<nl¯E<kkw¯u<nIk

Nk`]¯N<kÆ`NN¯]`o^n<Q^l¯`k¯o^GIkOk`o^G¯l`okEIl¯n`¯tQ\\<OIl¯<^G¯EQnQIlµ¯0PI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkI
lohh`knIG¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^O¯`N¯j<^<nl¯Dw¯hk`tQGQ^O¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O·

�o^Gl¯n`¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯uP`¯u<^nIG¯n`¯DoQ\G¯j<^<nl

/[Q\\IG¯u`k[Ikl¶¯loEP¯<l¯I^OQ^IIkl¯<^G¯\<D`kIkl

0<v¯DkI<[l¯<^G¯\<^G¯N`k¯j<^<n¯DoQ\GIkl

+k`nIEnQ`^¯<^G¯lIEokQnw¯N`k¯nPI¯<kI<l¯uPIkI¯j<^<nl
uIkI¯DoQ\n

0PI¯+IklQ<^¯O`tIk^]I^nÛl¯Q^^`t<nQ`^l¯Q^¯u<nIk

kIl`okEIl¯kIlo\nIG¯Q^¯<¯]`kI¯ln<D\I¯N``G¯lohh\w¶

hkItI^nIG¯E`^|QEn¶¯<^G¯\In¯nk<GQ^O¯h`lnl¯GItI\`h

nPk`oOP`on¯nPI¯I]hQkIµ
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�¯O`\G¯E`Q^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯+IklQ<^

�]hQkIµ¯Daric Gold Coin¯Dw


I|Q]¶¯+oD\QE¯
`]<Q^¶¯tQ<

7Q[Q]IGQ<

�k<]<QE¶¯nPI¯`N{EQ<\¯\<^Oo<OI¯`N¯nPI¯+IklQ<^

�]hQkIµ¯Aramaic Document¯Nk`]¯�P<\Q\Q

�`\\IEnQ`^¶¯CC BY 4.0¶¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<

Creating a Common Currency and Language

0PI¯uI<\nPw¯�wGQ<^¯�]hQkI¶¯\`E<nIG¯Q^¯]`GIk^ÆG<w¯uIlnIk^

0ok[Iw¶¯Q^tI^nIG¯nPI¯olI¯`N¯E`Q^l¯N`k¯nk<GIµ¯�NnIk¯�Q^O¯�wkol

nPI¯�kI<n¯E`^joIkIG¯nPI¯�wGQ<^l¶¯PI¯Q^nk`GoEIG¯nPQl

Q^^`t<nQ`^¯n`¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkIµ¯�Q^O¯
<kQol¯�¶¯nPI¯l`^ÆQ^Æ

\<u¯`N¯�wkol¶¯Q]hk`tIG¯oh`^¯nPI¯�wGQ<^¯lwlnI]µ¯
<kQol

QlloIG¯E`Q^l¯`N¯o^QN`k]¯lQzI¯<^G¯uIQOPnµ¯0PQl¯]<GI¯Qn¯I<lQIk

n`¯GInIk]Q^I¯nPIQk¯t<\oIµ


<kQol¯Q^E\oGIG¯PQl¯Q]<OI¯<l¯uI\\¯<l¯lw]D`\l¯`N¯nPI¯+IklQ<^

�]hQkI¯`^¯nPI¯E`Q^lµ¯0PQl¯kIQ^N`kEIG¯PQl¯h`uIk¯nPk`oOP`on
nPI¯I]hQkI¯<^G¯EkI<nIG¯<¯lI^lI¯`N¯o^Qnw¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯GQtIklI

h`ho\<nQ`^µ¯ I<^uPQ\I¶¯nPI¯olI¯`N¯E`Q^l¯Q^¯OI^Ik<\¯Ok<Go<\\w

lhkI<G¯nPk`oOP`on¯nPI¯t<ln¯I]hQkIµ

�^`nPIk¯lnIh¯
<kQol¯n``[¯n`¯EkI<nI¯o^Qnw¯u<l

<G`hnQ^O¯�k<]<QE¯<l¯nPI¯I]hQkIÛl¯`N{EQ<\

\<^Oo<OIµ¯�I¯EP`lI¯�k<]<QE¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯u<l

<\kI<Gw¯uQGI\w¯lh`[I^¯<^G¯o^GIkln``G¯Q^

]<^w¯h<knl¯`N¯nPI¯I]hQkIµ¯�^¯`N{EQ<\¯\<^Oo<OI

I^lokIG¯nP<n¯O`tIk^]I^n¯`N{EQ<\l¶¯u`k[Ikl¶

<^G¯lEkQDIl¯E`o\G¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯uQnP¯`^I

<^`nPIk¯INNIEnQtI\wµ¯�n¯<\l`¯]<GI¯Qn¯I<lQIk¯n`

QlloI¯`kGIkl¶¯ukQnI¯`N{EQ<\¯G`Eo]I^nl¶¯<^G

[IIh¯kIE`kGlµ

�¯E`]]`^¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯<¯E`]]`^¯EokkI^Ew

o^QnIG¯nPI¯GQtIklI¯I]hQkI¯<^G¯PI\hIG¯Qn¯n`
E`]]o^QE<nI¯<^G¯nk<GIµ¯0PIlI¯Q^^`t<nQ`^l

hk`tQGIG¯D`nP¯ln<DQ\Qnw¯<^G¯uI<\nP¯n`¯nPI¯I]hQkIµ
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Unifying the Empire Through Improved Communication

The Persian Empire's Royal Road. Royal Road CC BY-SA 2.5, via Wikimedia

Commons (adapted)

0PI¯\I<GIkl¯`N¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkI¯^IIGIG¯n`¯E`]]o^QE<nI¯<Ek`ll¯nPkII¯E`^nQ^I^nlº¯�`u
E`o\G¯nPIw¯G`¯nPQl¯IN{EQI^n\w¯uQnP`on¯EI\\¯hP`^Il¯`k¯I]<Q\¼¯0PI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkI¯]<GI

E`]]o^QE<nQ`^¯Q^^`t<nQ`^l¯Dw¯olQ^O¯k`<Gl¯<^G¯<¯lhIIGw¯h`ln<\¯lwlnI]µ¯+IklQ<^¯�Q^O


<kQol¯�¯DoQ\n¯nPI¯.`w<\¯.`<G¶¯uPQEP¯\Q^[IG¯nPI¯nu`¯I^Gl¯`N¯nPI¯\<kOI¯I]hQkIµ

0PI¯+IklQ<^¯O`tIk^]I^n¯ln<NNIG¯nPI¯.`w<\¯.`<G¯uQnP¯]IllI^OIklµ¯�<kkwQ^O¯\InnIkl¯ukQnnI^

Q^¯Q^[¯`^¯<^Q]<\¯l[Q^¶¯N`\GIG¶¯<^G¯lI<\IG¶¯nPIw¯nk<tI\IG¯olQ^O¯<¯kI\<w¯lwlnI]¯n`¯GI\QtIk

`N{EQ<\¯^Iul¶¯]Ill<OIl¶¯<^G¯`kGIkl¯nPk`oOP`on¯nPI¯I]hQkIµ¯�n¯I<EP¯ln`h¶¯<¯NkIlP¯P`klI
<^G¯<¯NkIlP¯]IllI^OIk¯uIkI¯u<QnQ^O¯n`¯E<kkw¯nPI¯^Iul¯n`¯Qnl¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^µ¯1lQ^O¯nPQl

lwlnI]¶¯nPI¯k`w<\¯]IllI^OIkl¯E`o\G¯nk<tI\¯nPI¯�¶���¯]Q\Il¯Q^¯�Ç�¯G<wlµ¯�¯�kII[¯PQln`kQ<^

uk`nI¯`N¯nPI]¶¯ÒÎ0PIwÏ¯<kI¯ln`hhIG¯^IQnPIk¯Dw¯l^`u¯^`k¯k<Q^¯^`k¯PI<n¯^`k¯G<k[^Ill¯Nk`]

<EE`]h\QlPQ^O¯nPIQk¯<hh`Q^nIG¯E`oklI¯uQnP¯<\\¯lhIIGÓ¯Ê�Ik`G`nol¶¯^µGµËµ¯0PQl¯GIlEkQhnQ`^

Q^lhQkIG¯nPI¯tIkw¯lQ]Q\<k¯]`nn`¯nPI¯1µ/µ¯+`ln<\¯/IktQEI¯olIl¯n`G<wµ

0PI¯.`w<\¯.`<G¯<\l`¯hk`]`nIG¯nk<GIµ¯�n¯u<l¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯<¯l]<\\Ik¯lwlnI]¯`N¯k`w<\¯k`<Gl

kI<EPQ^O¯Q^¯<\\¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E`kIµ¯0PQl¯O<tI¯nPI¯I]hQkIÛl¯hI`h\I¯<EEIll¯n`¯<¯OkI<n

t<kQInw¯`N¯hk`GoEnl¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯<OkQEo\nok<\¯O``Gl¶¯nIvnQ\Il¶¯P<^GEk<NnIG¯O``Gl¶¯]In<\l¯<^G

hkIEQ`ol¯ln`^Il¶¯<^G¯Q]h`knIG¯lhQEIl¯<^G¯lQ\[¯Nk`]¯nPI¯I<lnµ

0PIlI¯Q^^`t<nQ`^l¯Q^¯E`]]o^QE<nQ`^¯]<GI¯O`tIk^Q^O¯nPI¯+IklQ<^¯�]hQkI¯]`kI¯o^Q{IGµ
�^G¯nPI¯I]hQkI¯DIE<]I¯uI<\nPQIk¯GoI¯n`¯I<lw¯<EEIll¯n`¯nk<GI¯k`onIlµ

Article written by Primary Source.
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Persian Innovation Cards (Bullet Points)

Satrapies: Combining a Strong King with Local Independence

A map of the Persian Empire at its peak. The Persian

Empire at its greatest territorial extent, under the rule

of Darius I by Cattette, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia

Commons

Cyrus the Great governed the largest empire the world had ever known.

He divided the land into satrapies (provinces).

He appointed a local leader to govern each satrapy. The leader was called a satrap.

The satraps collected taxes to be paid to the Persian king.

As long as taxes were paid, each satrapy could make decisions for themselves.

The king sent inspectors to check on the satraps.

The innovation of allowing self-government within the larger empire created stability and

loyalty within the empire.
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A carving of Cyrus the Great,

king of the Persian Empire.

Cyrus the Great at Olympic Park,

Sydney, Siamax (adapted)

(modern copy from a 6th

century BCE bas-relief at

Pasargadae inscribed "I am

Cyrus the king, an

Achaemenian") is licensed

under CC BY-SA 3.0 via

Wikimedia

Ruling a Multicultural Empire with Tolerance and Respect

The empire Cyrus conquered included many different

languages, cultures, and religions. Rather than forcing all of

the people to conform to his own culture, he practiced

tolerance.

People were allowed to worship their own gods.

People were allowed to practice their cultural traditions.

People who had been deported from their homelands were
allowed to return.

Cyrus showed respect for other cultures by worshipping the
patron god of Babylon and by wearing the clothing of a
culture near Mesopotamia.

The innovation of respecting the cultures of people he had

conquered strengthened diversity and promoted loyalty to

the empire.
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A qanat, a source of water in the Persian Empire.

Qanat by Gonabadi, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia

Providing Water for the People
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Creating a Common Currency and Language

�Q^O¯
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\<^Oo<OI¯`N¯nPI¯I]hQkI¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯u<l
<\kI<Gw¯nPI¯]`ln¯uQGI\w¯lh`[I^
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Unifying the Empire Through Improved Communication

The Persian Empire's Royal Road. Royal Road CC BY-SA 2.5, via Wikimedia

Commons (adapted)
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Article written by Primary Source.
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