Investigating Histpry

GRADE 6, UNIT 1

Human Origins

& CLASSROOM RESOURCES

This painting of horses, deer, and aurochs, found in Lascaux Cave in France, was painted by early humans about 20,000 years ago. Image by EU via Wikimedia
Commons is in the public domain.
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Included Resources

Title Lesson

Paleolithic Timeline Cards 12

All original content in this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0

International License and © 2026 by DESE. Third party content including, but not limited to, images,
illustrations, and photographs, are subject to their own license terms.

Reference in this curriculum to any specific commercial products, processes, or services, or the use of
any trade, firm, or corporation name is for the information and convenience of the public, and does
not constitute endorsement or recommendation by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE). Our office is not responsible for and does not in any way guarantee
the accuracy of information in other sites accessible through links herein. For more information
please contact: InvestigatingHistory@mass.gov.
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Lesson 12: Daily Lives of Paleolithic People
Paleolithic Timeline Cards

Caption Image

Early Humans learn to
control fire.

~ 1,000,000 ya

Early Humans regularly
make fires.

~ 400,000 ya

. Modern humans (Homo
. sapiens) emerge in Africa.

~ 300,000 ya

Modern humans (Homo
sapiens) migrate out of
Africa.

~ 90,000 ya-60,000 ya
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Lesson 12: Daily Lives of Paleolithic People
Paleolithic Timeline Cards

Caption Image

Early Humans begin
making tools.

Investigating Histpry

~ 2,000,000 ya

Humans begin creating
cave paintings.
~ 45,000 ya

Modern humans reach
North America.

~23,000 ya
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Images: “Campfire (TK2)" by Tobias Kleinlercher via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0; “Campfire at Bramble
Bield” by Alasdair via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0; “Jebel Irhoud 1. Homo Sapiens” by Ryan Somma via
Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0; “Map showing human migration out of Africa” (adapted) by Laura Olivares
Boldu via Evolution of Modern Humans, yourgenome.org, CC-BY 4.0; “Biface, commmonly referred to as a hand ax”
by The Metropolitan Museum of Art, public domain; “Lascaux (Montignac) Caves” by Ralph Morse via Google Arts &
Culture, public domain; “White Sands National Park Study Site Footprints” by Jeff Pigati & Kathleen Springer via
USGS, public domain.
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