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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Notice and Wonder Chart

Directions: You will browse a gallery of images from the Northeast region of

the United States. Jot down what you notice and what you wonder about this

region.

What I Notice What I Wonder

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Blank Word Wall Vocabulary Cards

Directions: 0PIlI¯E<kGl¯<kI¯GIlQO^IG¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯\I<k^Q^O¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯Q^¯nPIQk¯P`]I

\<^Oo<OIÊlËµ¯�GQn¯nPQl¯G`Eo]I^n¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<l¯]<^w¯E<kGl¯<l¯w`o¯^IIG¶¯nPI^¯olI¯<¯nk<^l\<nQ`^¯kIl`okEI¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯I<EP¯u`kG¯<^G¯GI{^QnQ`^µ +kQ^n¯<^G¯Eon¯`on¯nPIlI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯E<kGl¯n`¯olI¯`^¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯Q^¯nPI

E\<llk``]µ¯0k<^l\<nIG¯E<kGl¯lP`o\G¯DI¯h<QkIG¯uQnP¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯tIklQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl

uQnP¯nk<^l\<^Oo<OQ^Oµ

Blank Word Wall Cards

vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material
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Northeast Gallery Walk Images

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Image sources:

“Fall Foliage Along Norton Pond” by Anthony Quintano via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Sand Beach—Acadia National Park” by Dougtone via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“World Series at Fenway Park” by the U.S. Air Force via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Warwick, Rhode Island” by Dietmar Rabich via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“Little Italy—Manhattan” by ajay_suresh via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Pokanoket Wampanoag Banner” by Shaun C. Williams via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Portland Headlight” by Giacomo Barbaro via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

“Lobster Roll from Cousins Maine Lobster” by Dana Moos via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“135 Street Art” by Erika Herzog via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Metro-North Crew Attending to a Derailed New Haven Line” by Ben Heckscher via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Aerial Shot of Mantoloking NJ After Hurricane Sandy” by U.S. Geological Survey via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Hiawatha Wampum Belt” via Wikimedia Commons, no known restrictions on publication.
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Unit 5 Know and Wonder Chart

Unit 5 Essential Question: How do the people, the land,

and the challenges of a place shape each region of the United States?

What do you already know? What do you wonder?

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Cultural Movement Notes Organizer

Directions: As you learn about different cultural groups, circle the region where most people from that

country were located in the United States in 1860. Label the name of the group when you circle the region.

Lesson 3: Cultural Movement

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Directions: Answer the questions below with your regional expert groups. Support your answers with

evidence from the map you just created and the 2016 ancestry map.

1. My assigned region is: _____________________________

2. Look at the map you just created. Which cultural groups are represented in your region?

3. Now look at the 2016 map. Which cultural group(s) are represented in your region? Is it the same as or

different from the map you created?

4. Based on what you see, what questions do you have about how these groups shaped the culture of your

region?

Lesson 3: Cultural Movement

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Cultural Movement Notes Organizer (Sentence Frames)

Directions: As you learn about different cultural groups, circle the region where most people from that

country were located in the United States in 1860. Label the name of the group when you circle the region.

Lesson 3: Cultural Movement

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Directions: Answer the questions below with your regional expert groups. Support your answers with

evidence from the map you just created and the 2016 ancestry map. Use the sentence frames to help you

write your answers.

1. Circle your assigned region:        

Northeast                        Southeast                        Southwest                        Midwest                        West

2. Look at the map you just created. Which cultural groups are represented in your region?

The cultural group(s) represented in my region emigrated from ___.

3. Now look at the 2016 map. Which cultural group(s) are represented in your region? Is it the same as or

different from the map you created?

In 2016, the cultural groups represented in my region are people of ___ ancestry.

This is [ similar to / different from ] the map I created because ___.

Lesson 3: Cultural Movement

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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4. Based on what you see, what questions do you have about how these groups shaped the culture of your

region?

How did ___?

Why did ___?

Lesson 3: Cultural Movement

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Regional Cuisine Notes Organizer

Directions: Read each cuisine card with your regional expert group. For each card, sketch and label one

dish or ingredient and write one interesting fact about that cultural group’s cuisine.

Write the name of

the cultural group.

Sketch and label one dish or

ingredient from this cuisine.

Write one interesting fact about

this cultural group’s cuisine.

Lesson 4: Regional Cuisine

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Regional Art Notes Organizer

Directions: Study each artwork and read its caption. Complete one row for each artwork. Use evidence from

both the artwork and the caption to support your thinking.

What is the

art form?

Who

created it?

What do you notice

in the art?

What does this artwork tell you

about this group’s or artist’s

culture, tradition, values,

or daily life?

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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What is the

art form?

Who

created it?

What do you notice

in the art?

What does this artwork tell you

about this group’s or artist’s

culture, tradition, values,

or daily life?

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Regional Artwork

Northeast: Celebration Mural by Charles Searles

�P<k\Il¯/I<k\Il¯u<l¯<^¯�NkQE<^¯�]IkQE<^¯<knQln¯D`k^¯Q^¯+PQ\<GI\hPQ<¶¯+I^^lw\t<^Q<¶¯Q^¯����µ¯�^¯����¶¯PI¯n``[

h<kn¯Q^¯<¯lnkIIn¯NIlnQt<\¯Q^¯!`knP¯+PQ\<GI\hPQ<¶¯uPIkI¯Gko]]Ikl¯h\<wIG¯<^G¯G<^EIkl¯{\\IG¯nPI¯lnkIInlµ¯0u`

wI<kl¯\<nIk¶¯PI¯nk<tI\IG¯n`¯7Iln¯�NkQE<¶¯uPIkI¯PI¯lnoGQIG¯�NkQE<^¯<kn¯<^G¯u<l¯Q^lhQkIG¯Dw¯Qnl¯D`\G¯h<nnIk^l¯<^G

E`\`klµ¯�^¯����¶¯PI¯u<l¯<l[IG¯n`¯h<Q^n¯<¯\<kOI¯]ok<\¯N`k¯<¯DoQ\GQ^O¯Q^¯+PQ\<GI\hPQ<µ¯�I¯E<\\IG¯Qn¯Celebrationµ

0PI¯]ok<\¯E`]DQ^Il¯nPI¯I^IkOw¯`N¯<¯+PQ\<GI\hPQ<¯lnkIIn¯NIlnQt<\¯uQnP¯nPI¯h<nnIk^l¯<^G¯E`\`kl¯PI¯N`o^G¯Q^

�NkQE<µ¯0`G<w¯nPI¯]ok<\¯lnQ\\¯P<^Ol¯Q^¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^OÕl¯\`DDwµ

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Northeast: Hiawatha Wampum Belt

0PI¯�Q<u<nP<¯7<]ho]¯
I\n¯Ql¯<¯l<EkIG¯`DYIEn¯`N¯nPI¯�<oGI^`l<o^II¶¯uP`lI¯<^EIlnk<\¯\<^Gl¯lnkInEP¯<Ek`ll

uP<n¯Ql¯^`u¯!Iu¯9`k[¯/n<nI¯<^G¯DIw`^Gµ¯7<]ho]¯DI<Gl¯<kI¯Eon¯Nk`]¯E\<]¯lPI\\l¶¯<^G¯I<EP¯uPQnI¯<^G

hokh\I¯DI<G¯Ql¯lP<hIG¯Dw¯P<^Gµ¯0PI¯�<oGI^`l<o^II¯olI¯u<]ho]¯DI\nl¯n`¯kIE`kG¯Q]h`kn<^n¯ItI^nl¶

<OkII]I^nl¶¯<^G¯t<\oIl¯n`¯DI¯h<llIG¯G`u^¯n`¯NonokI¯OI^Ik<nQ`^lµ¯0PQl¯DI\n¯kIE`kGl¯nPI¯N`o^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI

�<oGI^`l<o^II¯�`^NIGIk<Ew¶¯uPI^¯{tI¯^<nQ`^l¯<OkIIG¯n`¯ln`h¯{OPnQ^O¯<^G¯o^QnI¯o^GIk¯nPI¯�kI<n¯�<u¯`N

+I<EIµ¯0`G<w¶¯nPI¯DI\n¯lIktIl¯<l¯<¯|<O¯<^G¯^<nQ`^<\¯lw]D`\¯`N¯nPI¯�<oGI^`l<o^IIµ

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Northeast: Pennsylvania Dutch Dower Chest

�Ik]<^ÆlhI<[Q^O¯N<]Q\QIl¯]`tIG¯n`¯+I^^lw\t<^Q<¯Q^¯nPI¯����lµ¯#tIk¯nQ]I¶¯nPIw¯GItI\`hIG¯<¯Eo\nokI¯[^`u^

<l¯+I^^lw\t<^Q<¯
onEP¶¯<¯^<]I¯nP<n¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯<^¯`\G¯�^O\QlP¯u`kG¯N`k¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯lh`[I°�Ik]<^µ¯#^I¯`N

nPIQk¯nk<GQnQ`^l¯Ql¯nPI¯G`uIk¯EPIln¶¯<¯h<Q^nIG¯u``GI^¯EPIln¯OQtI^¯n`¯<¯w`o^O¯u`]<^¯DIN`kI¯PIk¯]<kkQ<OIµ

�k<Nnl]I^¯GIE`k<nIG¯I<EP¯EPIln¯uQnP¯lw]D`\l¯Nk`]¯nPIQk¯P`]I\<^G¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯no\Qhl¶¯DQkGl¶¯<^G¯|`uIklµ¯0PI

o^QE`k^l¯<^G¯P`klI]I^¯`^¯nPQl¯EPIln¯<kI¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯GIlQO^l¯Nk`]¯
Ik[l¯�`o^nw¶¯+I^^lw\t<^Q<µ¯0`G<w¶¯<knQlnl

Q^¯+I^^lw\t<^Q<¯lnQ\\¯h<Q^n¯nPIlI¯GIlQO^l¯`^¯Nok^QnokI¶¯h`nnIkw¶¯<^G¯h<hIkµ

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Southeast: Gee’s Bend Quilts

�IIÕl¯
I^G¯Ql¯<¯l]<\\¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Q^¯<¯DI^G¯`N¯nPI¯�\<D<]<¯.QtIkµ¯ <^w¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯nPIkI¯<kI

GIlEI^G<^nl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯`^EI¯I^l\<tIG¯`^¯nPI¯\<^Gµ¯�`k¯OI^Ik<nQ`^l¶¯u`]I^¯Q^¯�IIÕl¯
I^G¯P<tI¯]<GI¯joQ\nl

n`¯[IIh¯nPIQk¯N<]Q\QIl¯u<k]µ¯0PIw¯olI¯uP<nItIk¯]<nIkQ<\l¯nPIw¯E<^¯{^G¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯lEk<hl¯`N¯`\G¯u`k[¯E\`nPIlµ

0PI¯lP<hIl¯<kI¯lQ]h\I¯<^G¯OI`]InkQEµ¯0PIlI¯GIlQO^l¯<kI¯h<llIG¯G`u^¯Nk`]¯]`nPIk¯n`¯G<oOPnIk¯N`k

OI^Ik<nQ`^lµ¯0`G<w¶¯�IIÕl¯
I^G¯joQ\nIkl¯lnQ\\¯lIu¯n`OInPIk¶¯<^G¯nPIQk¯joQ\nl¯P<^O¯Q^¯]<Y`k¯]olIo]l¯<l¯l`]I

`N¯nPI¯]`ln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯u`k[l¯Q^¯�]IkQE<^¯<knµ

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Southeast: Sweetgrass Basket

�o\\<P¯�IIEPII¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯]<GI¯luIInOk<ll¯Q^¯/`onP¯�<k`\Q^<¯lQ^EI¯nPI¯����lµ¯0PI¯�o\\<P¯�IIEPII

GIlEI^G¯Nk`]¯I^l\<tIG¯�NkQE<^l¯Dk`oOPn¯Nk`]¯7Iln¯�NkQE<Õl¯Ò.QEI¯�`<lnµÓ¯0PIw¯E<kkQIG¯nPI¯nk<GQnQ`^¯`N¯D<l[In

uI<tQ^O¯uQnP¯nPI]µ¯
<l[In¯]<[Ikl¯O<nPIk¯luIInOk<ll¶¯Do\kolP¶¯<^G¯h<\]Inn`¯Dw¯P<^G¯<^G¯nPI^¯E`Q\¯nPI

Ok<llIl¯nQOPn\w¯Q^n`¯lP<hIµ¯0PI¯{kln¯D<l[Inl¯uIkI¯n``\l¯N`k¯kQEI¯N<k]Q^Oµ¯�NnIk¯nPI¯�QtQ\¯7<k¶¯D<l[In¯uI<tQ^O

DIE<]I¯<¯u<w¯N`k¯�o\\<P¯�IIEPII¯N<]Q\QIl¯n`¯]<[I¯]`^Iwµ¯0`G<w¶¯luIInOk<ll¯D<l[Inl¯<kI¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯`\GIln

7Iln¯�NkQE<^¯<kn¯N`k]l¯lnQ\\¯hk<EnQEIG¯Q^¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ
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Southeast: Seminole Patchwork Clothing

0PI¯/I]Q^`\I¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯\QtIG¯Q^¯uP<n¯Ql¯^`u¯�\`kQG<¯N`k¯EI^nokQIlµ¯�^¯nPI¯I<k\w¯����l¶¯/I]Q^`\I¯u`]I^

DIO<^¯olQ^O¯lIuQ^O¯]<EPQ^Il¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯^Iu¯[Q^G¯`N¯E\`nPQ^Oµ¯0PIw¯Eon¯DkQOPn\w¯E`\`kIG¯N<DkQE¯Q^n`¯lnkQhl

<^G¯lIuIG¯nPI]¯Q^n`¯OI`]InkQE¯h<nnIk^l¯Q^lhQkIG¯Dw¯{kI¶¯k<Q^¶¯N`kIlnl¶¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ¯
w¯nPI¯����l¶¯h<nEPu`k[

DIE<]I¯EI^nk<\¯n`¯/I]Q^`\I¯QGI^nQnwµ¯7`]I^¯]<GI¯E\`nPIl¯N`k¯nPIQk¯N<]Q\QIl¯<^G¯l`\G¯`nPIkl¯n`¯tQlQn`kl¶

nok^Q^O¯nPIQk¯<knQlnkw¯Q^n`¯Q^E`]Iµ¯0`G<w¶¯/I]Q^`\I¯u`]I^¯lnQ\\¯GIlQO^¯<^G¯lIu¯h<nEPu`k[¯E\`nPQ^O¶¯<^G¯Qn

kI]<Q^l¯<¯l`okEI¯`N¯nkQD<\¯<^G¯EkI<nQtI¯hkQGIµ
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Midwest: Social Dance by Black Hawk (Ledger Art)

Black Hawk was a medicine man and artist of the Sans Arc Lakota, whose ancestral lands are in what is now

South Dakota. For centuries, Lakota men recorded history in images painted on buffalo hides. As buffalo

were hunted nearly to extinction and paper became available, artists moved the tradition onto paper and

into the pages of old ledgers (record books), a practice that became known as ledger art. In the winter of

1880, Black Hawk was hired by a federal trader to document Lakota life. Using colored pencil and pen, he

made 76 drawings depicting ceremonies, dances, warrior life, and visions. Today, Indigenous artists across

the Midwest still create ledger art.
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Midwest: Grottoes

�^¯nPI¯I<k\w¯����l¶¯]<^w¯�Ik]<^¯�<nP`\QE¯Q]]QOk<^nl¯E<]I¯n`¯nPI¯ QGuIlnµ¯0PIw¯Dk`oOPn¯<¯nk<GQnQ`^¯`N

DoQ\GQ^O¯Ok`nn`Ilµ¯�k`nn`Il¯<kI¯E<tIÆ\Q[I¯lnkoEnokIl¯]<GI¯`N¯ln`^Iµ¯#^I¯Q]]QOk<^n¶¯<¯hkQIln¯^<]IG¯+<o\


`DDIklnIQ^¶¯DoQ\n¯nPI¯�k`nn`¯`N¯nPI¯.IGI]hnQ`^¯Q^¯7Iln¯
I^G¶¯�`u<µ¯�I¯u`k[IG¯`^¯Qn¯N`k¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��

wI<klµ¯�I¯nk<tI\IG¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯]Q\Il¯n`¯O<nPIk¯k`E[l¯<^G¯]Q^Ik<\lµ¯�I¯E`tIkIG¯nPI¯Ok`nn`¯Q^¯OI`GIl¶¯jo<knz¶

lPI\\l¶¯<^G¯E`\`kIG¯O\<ll¶¯]<^w¯`N¯nPI]¯lhIEQ{E¯n`¯nPI¯ QGuIln¯kIOQ`^µ¯0`G<w¶¯hI`h\I¯lnQ\\¯nk<tI\¯n`¯lII¯nPIlI

Ok`nn`Ilµ
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Midwest: Hmong Story Cloth

0PI¯�]`^O¯hI`h\I¯<kI¯Q^GQOI^`ol¯n`¯/`onP¯�PQ^<µ¯#tIk¯EI^nokQIl¶¯]<^w¯]`tIG¯n`¯�<`l¶¯6QIn^<]¶¯<^G

0P<Q\<^G¯n`¯IlE<hI¯o^N<Qk¯nkI<n]I^nµ¯0PIw¯P<tI¯<¯\`^O¯nk<GQnQ`^¯`N¯^IIG\Iu`k[¯E<\\IG¯+<Y¯!n<oD¶¯]I<^Q^O

Ò|`uIk¯E\`nPµÓ¯
okQ^O¯nPI¯u<k¯Q^¯/`onPI<ln¯�lQ<¶¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯kIEkoQnIG¯�]`^O¯l`\GQIkl¯Q^¯�<`lµ¯�NnIk

�]IkQE<^¯N`kEIl¯\INn¯Q^¯����¶¯�]`^O¯N<]Q\QIl¯uIkI¯n<kOInIG¯<^G¯P<G¯n`¯|II¯nPIQk¯P`]Ilµ¯�^¯kINoOII¯E<]hl¶

u`]I^¯DIO<^¯lIuQ^O¯ln`kw¯E\`nPl¯nP<n¯kIE`kGIG¯uP<n¯nPIw¯P<G¯\QtIG¯nPk`oOPµ¯ <^w¯N<]Q\QIl¯kIlInn\IG¯Q^

 Q^^Il`n<¯<^G¯7QlE`^lQ^¶¯<^G¯�]`^O¯<knQlnl¯nPIkI¯lnQ\\¯lnQnEP¯ln`kw¯E\`nPl¯n`G<wµ
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Southwest: Navajo Weaving

The Navajo, or Diné, have lived in what is now New Mexico and Arizona for centuries. According to Navajo

oral history, Spider Woman taught the people to weave. Over time, Navajo women also adopted techniques

and materials from Pueblo neighbors and Spanish colonists. Each weaving is made on an upright loom,

with every thread carefully pressed into place by hand. The bold geometric designs pass from mother to

daughter, and they shape what people around the world now call Southwestern style. Today, some sellers

copy those designs and sell them as Navajo when they are not.
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Southwest: Pueblo Pottery

+oID\`¯hI`h\Il¯`N¯nPI¯/`onPuIln¯P<tI¯]<GI¯h`nnIkw¯N`k¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<klµ¯0PI¯;o^Q¶¯<\l`¯[^`u^¯<l¯�·lPQuQ¶

<kI¯`^I¯+oID\`¯^<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯P<tI¯\QtIG¯Q^¯uP<n¯Ql¯^`u¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�kQz`^<¯N`k¯EI^nokQIlµ¯;o^Q

u`]I^¯GQO¯nPIQk¯`u^¯E\<w¯Nk`]¯nPI¯I<knP¯<^G¯OkQ^G¯h<Q^nl¯Nk`]¯\`E<\¯]Q^Ik<\l¯<^G¯h\<^nlµ¯�<EP¯h`n¯Ql¯DoQ\n

Dw¯P<^G¯<^G¯{kIG¯`onG``kl¯`tIk¯<^¯`hI^¯{kIµ¯0PQl¯u<nIk¯Y<k¯Nk`]¯nPI¯����l¯Ql¯h<Q^nIG¯uQnP¯lw]D`\l¯N`k¯u<nIk¶

h\<^nl¶¯<^G¯<^Q]<\l¯nP<n¯]<nnIk¯n`¯;o^Q¯\QNIµ¯0`G<w¶¯+oID\`¯h`nnIkw¯kI]<Q^l¯D`nP¯<¯l<EkIG¯nk<GQnQ`^¯<^G¯<

EI\IDk<nIG¯<kn¯N`k]µ
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Southwest: Our Lady of Sorrows Santo Bulto

/h<^QlP¯E`\`^QzIkl¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯uP<n¯Ql¯^`u¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¯Q^¯nPI¯\<nI¯����lµ¯0PIw¯Dk`oOPn¯nPIQk¯�<nP`\QE¯N<QnP

<^G¯nPIQk¯<knQlnQE¯nk<GQnQ`^lµ¯
w¯nPI¯����l¶¯\`E<\¯<knQlnl¶¯E<\\IG¯l<^nIk`l¶¯E<ktIG¯<^G¯h<Q^nIG¯l<EkIG¯{OokIl

[^`u^¯<l¯l<^n`lµ¯0PIw¯olIG¯I<knP¯hQO]I^nl¯<^G¯nIEP^QjoIl¯nPIw¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯h<kn¯Nk`]¯nPIQk¯+oID\`

^IQOPD`klµ¯/<^n`l¯ln``G¯Q^¯^I<k\w¯ItIkw¯/h<^QlP¯<^G¯ IvQE<^¯P`]I¯Q^¯nPI¯<kI<µ¯�<]Q\QIl¯hk<wIG¯DIN`kI¯nPI]

N`k¯hk`nIEnQ`^¯<^G¯PI<\Q^Oµ¯0PQl¯E<ktIG¯{OokI¶¯E<\\IG¯<¯Do\n`¶¯lP`ul¯nPI¯6QkOQ^¯ <kw¯<l¯#ok¯�<Gw¯`N¯/`kk`ulµ

0`G<w¶¯l<^nIk`l°<^G¯l<^nIk<l¯Q^¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¯lnQ\\¯E<ktI¯<^G¯h<Q^n¯Q^¯nPQl¯nk<GQnQ`^µ
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West: Carved Poles (Totem Poles and Story Poles)

�`k¯]<^w¯OI^Ik<nQ`^l¶¯�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯!`knPuIln¯E`<ln¯P<tI¯E<ktIG¯n<\\¯h`\Il¯Nk`]¯OQ<^n

EIG<k¯nkIIl¶¯E<\\IG¯n`nI]¯h`\Ilµ¯0PIlI¯^<nQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯nPI¯0\Q^OQn¶¯�<QG<¶¯<^G¯0lQ]lPQ<^¶¯uP`lI¯<^EIlnk<\

\<^Gl¯\QI¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¯`N¯uP<n¯Ql¯^`u¯�\<l[<¯<^G¯�<^<G<µ¯�<EP¯h`\I¯nI\\l¯nPI¯ln`kw¯`N¯<¯N<]Q\w¯`k¯E\<^¶¯olQ^O

<^Q]<\l¯loEP¯<l¯.<tI^¶¯�<O\I¶¯<^G¯7P<\I¯<l¯lw]D`\l¯`N¯nPIQk¯PQln`kw¯<^G¯QGI^nQnwµ¯�`<ln¯/<\QlP¯<knQlnl¯Q^

7<lPQ^On`^¯E<ktI¯nPIQk¯`u^¯h`\Il¶¯E<\\IG¯ln`kw¯h`\Il¶¯nP<n¯lP<kI¯\IOI^Gl¯<^G¯Q]h`kn<^n¯ItI^nlµ¯0`G<w¶

E<ktIG¯h`\Il¯<kI¯[^`u^¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯u`k\G¯<l¯<¯lw]D`\¯`N¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯!`knPuIlnµ
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West: Dragon Gate (Architecture)

The Dragon Gate stands at the entrance of San Francisco’s Chinatown, the oldest Chinese neighborhood in

North America. Even after the 1906 earthquake destroyed Chinatown, the community rebuilt and stayed. In

1970, Chinese American architect Clayton Lee designed the gate in a traditional Chinese style called a

paifang, using materials given by Taiwan. Dragons on the gate symbolize strength and good fortune. Stone

guardian lions stand for protection. Today, the gate welcomes visitors into a neighborhood Chinese families

have called home since the 1850s.
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West: Japanese Gardens

�<h<^IlI¯O<kGI^l¯<kI¯<^¯<kn¯N`k]¯nP<n¯DIO<^¯Q^¯�<h<^¯]`kI¯nP<^¯<¯nP`ol<^G¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯�<kGI^Ikl¯<kk<^OI

ln`^Il¶¯u<nIk¶¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯E<\]¯lh<EI¯Q^¯P<k]`^w¯uQnP¯^<nokIµ¯�^¯����¶¯<¯�<h<^IlI¯Q]]QOk<^n

^<]IG¯�oYQn<k`¯�oD`n<¯DIO<^¯DoQ\GQ^O¯<¯O<kGI^¯Q^¯/I<nn\Iµ¯1^N<Qk¯\<ul¯[Ihn¯�<h<^IlI¯Q]]QOk<^nl¯Nk`]

`u^Q^O¯\<^G¶¯l`¯<¯NkQI^G¯PI\hIG¯PQ]¯Dow¯Qnµ¯
okQ^O¯7`k\G¯7<k¯��¶¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯N`kEIG¯�oD`n<¯<^G

nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯`nPIk¯�<h<^IlI¯�]IkQE<^l¯Q^n`¯hkQl`^°E<]hl¶¯<^G¯nPI¯O<kGI^¯l<n¯I]hnwµ¯�NnIku<kG¶¯PI

kInok^IG¯<^G¯kIDoQ\n¯Qn¶¯D\I^GQ^O¯�<h<^IlI¯GIlQO^¯uQnP¯!`knPuIln¯nkIIl¯\Q[I¯EIG<k¯<^G¯{kµ¯0`G<w¯Qn¯Ql¯<¯hoD\QE

h<k[¯<^G¯`^I¯`N¯]<^w¯�<h<^IlI¯O<kGI^l¯<Ek`ll¯�<\QN`k^Q<¶¯#kIO`^¶¯<^G¯7<lPQ^On`^µ
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Text sources:

Northeast:

Mural: Bach, Penny Balkin. 1992. Public Art in Philadelphia. “Celebration (1976).” Association for Public Art.

Mural: Spicer (Searles), Kathleen. n.d. “Charles Searles (1937–2004).” Jim’s of Lambertville.

Wampum belt: Onondaga Nation. n.d. “Hiawatha Belt.”

Wampum belt: Jourdan, Judith L. 2013. “Wampum: Our Historical Record.” Oneida Cultural Heritage Department.

Dower chest: The Metropolitan Museum of Art. n.d. “Chest.”

Dower chest: University of Wisconsin-Madison. n.d. “Pennsylvania Dutch.”

Dower chest: Olsen, Annikka. 2023. “A Brief, Blossoming History of Tulips in Art.” Artnet.

Southeast:

Gee’s Bend quilt: Encyclopedia of Alabama. n.d. “Gee's Bend Quilters' Collective.”

Gee’s Bend quilt: Gross, Rebecca. 2015. “The Quilts of Gee's Bend: A Slideshow.” National Endowment for the Arts.

Gee’s Bend quilt: Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 2006. “The Quilts of Gee's Bend” [exhibition press release].

Sweetgrass basket: Experience Mount Pleasant. n.d. “Sweetgrass Baskets: A Mount Pleasant Tradition.”

Sweetgrass basket: Maxwell Museum of Anthropology. n.d. “Celebrating Black History Month: Gullah/Geechee Basketry.”

Patchwork clothing: Blackard, David M., and Patsy West. n.d. “Seminole Clothing.” Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Patchwork clothing: Butler, Deanna. 2022. “Seminole Patchwork.” Florida Seminole Tourism.

Patchwork clothing: Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida. n.d. “Flashback Florida: The Seminole Patchwork Tradition.” The Deep Dive Blog.

Midwest:

Ledger art: Smith, Martina. 2006. “The Ledger Art Collection.” Milwaukee Public Museum.

Ledger art: Wikipedia. n.d. “Black Hawk (Artist).”

Grottoes: Scott, Chadd. 2025. “Midwestern Grotto Tradition Celebrated in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.” Forbes.

Grottoes: White, Katie. 2025. “What Exactly Are Midwest Grottoes? The Folk Art Tradition Gets a Closer Look.” Artnet.

Story cloth: Michael, Erin. 2019. “Hmong People.” EBSCO.

Story cloth: Wikipedia. n.d. “Hmong Textile Art.”
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Southwest:

Weaving: M’Closkey, Kathy, and Carol Snyder Halberstadt. 2010. “0PI¯�\IIEQ^O¯`N¯!<t<Y`¯7I<tIkl.” Cultural Survival.

Weaving: Bruce Museum. 2011. “0PI¯!<t<Y`¯7I<tQ^O¯0k<GQnQ`^.”

Pottery: Hilbert Museum. n.d. “/hQkQnl¯`N¯�<knP¯<^G¯�QkI·¯+oID\`¯+`nnIkw¯Nk`]¯0PI¯�Q\DIkn¯�`\\IEnQ`^.”

Pottery: Keshi the Zuni Connection. n.d. “�\\o]Q^<nQ^O¯
Qlh<nEPIl.”

Santos: Ceplecha, Maria Stella. 2005. “0PI¯�`\[lw¯ <YIlnw¯`N¯/<^nIk`¯�kn.” Crisis Magazine.

Santos: Diaz, Rosemary. 2026 “!Iu¯ IvQE`Ûl¯ `GIk^¯/<Q^nÆ <[Ikl.” Craftsmanship [newsletter].

Santos: Espinosa, Gilberto. 2025. “!Iu¯ IvQE`¯/<^n`l·¯ <kEP¯����.” New Mexico Magazine.

West:

Carved poles: Pembroke, Hannah. 2021. “0PI¯�Qln`kw¯<^G¯/QO^Q{E<^EI¯`N¯0`nI]¯+`\Il.” Alaska Wildlife Alliance.

Carved poles: Wright, Robin. 2015. “�`u¯
QG¯0`nI]¯+`\Il¯
IE`]I¯<¯/w]D`\¯`N¯/I<nn\I¼” Burke Museum.

Carved poles: Kirschman, Lauren. 2025. “/n`kw¯+`\I¯�I\IDk<nQ^O¯�`<ln¯/<\QlP¯+I`h\Il¯�^ln<\\IG¯`^¯17¯�<]hol.” UW News.

Dragon Gate: Upton, Joe. 2017. “�`u¯<^¯�<knPjo<[I¯Q^¯����¯/<^¯�k<^EQlE`¯/h<k[IG¯nPI¯�^tI^nQ`^¯`N¯ `GIk^‑
<w¯�PQ^<n`u^.” The Conversation.

Dragon Gate: Wikipedia. n.d. “
k<O`^¯�<nI¯Ê/<^¯�k<^EQlE`Ë.”

Dragon Gate: HD Asian Art. 2025. “�o<kGQ<^l¯<n¯nPI¯�<nI·¯�``¯
`Ol¯<^G¯0PIQk¯+k`nIEnQtI¯.`\I¯Q^¯/`onPI<ln¯�lQ<.”

Dragon Gate: Song, Tim. 2026. “�PQ^IlI¯
k<O`^·¯ I<^Q^O¶¯/w]D`\Ql]¶¯<^G¯7PIkI¯0k<tI\Ikl¯�<^¯�vhIkQI^EI¯
k<O`^¯�o\nokI¯Q^¯�PQ^<.” Kiki Holidays.

Japanese garden: Bowdoin College. 2008. “�<h<^IlI¯�<kGI^l.” The Japanese Garden.

Japanese garden: Wilma, David. 2001. “�oD`n<¯�<kGI^¯Ê/I<nn\IË.” History Link.

Japanese garden: Chang, Sharon H. 2020. “
`Eo]I^n<kw¯0I\\l¯nPI¯�vnk<`kGQ^<kw¯/n`kw¯`N¯/I<nn\IÕl¯�oD`n<¯�<kGI^.” International Examiner.

Japanese garden: Kellor, Anne Liu. 2020. “
``[¯.ItQIu·¯/hQkQnIG¯/n`^I¶¯�Ill`^l¯Nk`]¯�oD`n<Ûl¯�<kGI^.” South Seattle Emerald.

Image sources:

“Celebration” by Charles Searles via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Hiawatha Wampum Belt” via Wikimedia Commons, no known restrictions on publication.

“Chest” via the Metropolitan Museum of Art, public domain.

“Gee’s Bend Quilting Bee” by Andre Natta via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Pieced Quilt, c. 1979” by Lucy Mingo via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Sweetgrass Baskets” by Don McCullough via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.
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https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/fleecing-navajo-weavers
https://www.tfaoi.org/aa/2aa/2aa332.htm
https://hilbertmuseum.org/spirits-of-earth-and-fire-pueblo-pottery-from-the-hilbert-collection/
https://keshi.com/pages/illuminating-dispatches
https://crisismagazine.com/vault/the-folksy-majesty-of-santero-art
https://craftsmanship.net/field-notes/new-mexicos-modern-santeros/
https://www.newmexicomagazine.org/blog/post/new-mexico-santos/
https://www.akwildlife.org/news/the-history-and-significance-of-totem-poles
https://www.burkemuseum.org/news/how-did-totem-poles-become-symbol-seattle
https://www.washington.edu/news/2025/09/16/storypole/
https://theconversation.com/how-an-earthquake-in-1906-san-francisco-sparked-the-invention-of-modern-day-chinatown-85559
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragon_Gate_(San_Francisco)
https://www.hdasianart.com/blogs/news/guardians-at-the-gate-foo-dogs-and-their-protective-role-in-southeast-asia
https://www.kikiholidays.com/post/chinese-dragon-meaning-symbolism-and-where-travelers-can-experience-dragon-culture-in-china&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1785456046655020&usg=AOvVaw2JqnfzUe2tDnsTDGrSO_uP
https://learn.bowdoin.edu/japanese-gardens/
https://www.historylink.org/file/3077
https://iexaminer.org/documentary-tells-the-extraordinary-story-of-seattles-kubota-garden/
https://southseattleemerald.org/arts-culture/2020/10/01/book-review-spirited-stone-lessons-from-kubotas-garden
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


“A Member of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Sewing Colorful Indian Dress” via Florida Memory, public domain.

“Social Dance” by Black Hawk via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Grotto of the Redemption” by Ben Franske via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“Flower Cloth Baby Carrier” by Chia Yang from the collection of the Catawba County Library via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Hmong Story Cloth” by unknown author via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.

“Model of Loom,” gift of George Foster Peabody to the Brooklyn Museum via Wikimedia Commons, no known restrictions on publication.

“Navajo Third Phase Wearing Blanket, circa 1890-95” from the Millicent Rogers Museum in Taos, photographed by Peter D. Tillman, via Wikimedia

Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

“Water Jar (Olla) with Rosettes” via The Cleveland Museum of Art, public domain.

“Our Lady of Sorrows: Santos de Bulto,” gift of Hugh Bryden McGill via the Cleveland Museum of Art, public domain.

“A Totem Pole by the Totem Heritage Center, Ketchikan, Alaska,” photographed by Richard Horne via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“Coast Salish Story Pole” photographed by Guywelch2000 via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Chinatown San Francisco Arch Gateway,” photographed by chensiyuan via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“Dragon Gate Guardian Lion,” photographed by Mliu92 via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Image of Kubota Garden courtesy of Kubota Garden Foundation, used with permission.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Regional Art Notes Organizer (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Study each artwork and read its caption. Complete one row for each artwork. Use evidence from

both the artwork and the caption to support your thinking. Use the sentence frames below to help you

answer the question in the last column..

This artwork tells me that the group valued/believed ___.

This artwork shows that ___ was important in the group’s culture.

I know this because ___.

What is the

art form?

Who

created it?

What do you notice

in the art?

What does this artwork tell you

about this group’s or artist’s

culture, tradition, values,

or daily life?

Lesson 5: Regional Art

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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What is the

art form?

Who

created it?

What do you notice

in the art?

What does this artwork tell you

about this group’s or artist’s

culture, tradition, values,

or daily life?
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Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Regional Music Map

Part 1: Map

Directions:°
k<u¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¯n`¯lP`u¯uPIkI¯GQNNIkI^n¯]olQE<\¯lnw\Il¯<kI¯\`E<nIG¶¯<^G¯ukQnI¯G`u^¯nPI¯h\<EIl

nP<n¯Q^|oI^EIG¯I<EP¯[Q^G¯`N¯]olQEµ¯1lI¯<¯GQNNIkI^n¯E`\`k¯N`k¯I<EP¯nwhI¯`N¯kIOQ`^<\¯]olQE¶¯<^G¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯]<h

[Iw¯uQnP¯nP`lI¯E`\`klµ

Lesson 6: Regional Music

Student Handout
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Part 2: Exit Ticket

Directions: Describe how music from other places shaped the music in your assigned region. Name where

it came from and how it changed as it traveled.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Regional Music Map (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Map

Directions:°
k<u¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¯n`¯lP`u¯uPIkI¯GQNNIkI^n¯]olQE<\¯lnw\Il¯<kI¯\`E<nIG¶¯<^G¯ukQnI¯G`u^¯nPI¯h\<EIl

nP<n¯Q^|oI^EIG¯I<EP¯[Q^G¯`N¯]olQEµ¯1lI¯<¯GQNNIkI^n¯E`\`k¯N`k¯I<EP¯nwhI¯`N¯kIOQ`^<\¯]olQE¶¯<^G¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯]<h

[Iw¯uQnP¯nP`lI¯E`\`klµ
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Student Handout
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Part 2: Exit Ticket

Directions: Describe how music from other places shaped the music in your assigned region. Name where

it came from and how it changed as it traveled. You can use the sentence frames below you to write your

response. You may not need all of them.

One musical tradition in my region is ___.

It traveled from ___ to ___.

It blended ___ and ___ to make a new sound.

As it changed, it became ___.

Lesson 6: Regional Music

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cultural Traditions Exit Ticket

Directions:°1lI¯nPI¯lh<EI¯DI\`u¯n`¯l[InEP¯<^G¯\<DI\¯Eo\nok<\¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l

Nk`]¯w`ok¯kIOQ`^µ¯/n<kn¯uQnP¯w`ok¯nPkII¯lnQE[w¯^`nIl¶¯<^G¯<GG¯]`kI¯QN¯w`o¯E<^µ

�`k¯I<EP¯`^I¶¯Gk<u¯<¯joQE[¯hQEnokI¶¯ukQnI¯Qnl¯^<]I¶¯<^G¯^<]I¯nPI¯Eo\nok<\

Ok`oh¯Qn¯E<]I¯Nk`]µ¯7kQnI¯nPI¯\<DI\¯{kln¯<^G¯nPI^¯nPQ^[¯<D`on¯<¯kIlhIEnNo\¯u<w

n`¯lP`u¯Qnµ

Lesson 7: Putting It Together

Exit Ticket

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task

Directions: Work with your regional expert group to answer Question 1. Then,

work individually on Questions 2 and 3.

1. Decide which cultural contributions you want to use to represent your region.

You will need one per person in your group. Write them below and circle the

one that you are responsible for.

2. Explain what cultural contribution you chose and which cultural group it

comes from. How has it become part of your region’s culture?

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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3. Where should your cultural contribution live on the map? In what state?

Write the location below and explain why. (For example, the blues began in

Mississippi.)

7PI^¯w`o¯P<tI¯{^QlPIG¯<^luIkQ^O¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¶¯w`o¯<kI¯kI<Gw¯n`¯ln<kn

l[InEPQ^O¯w`ok¯Eo\nok<\¯E`^nkQDonQ`^¯olQ^O¯nPI¯<kn¯]<nIkQ<\l¯w`ok¯nI<EPIk

P<l¯hk`tQGIGµ

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Work with your regional expert group to answer Question 1. Then,

work individually on Questions 2 and 3. Use the sentence frames to help you

write your responses.

1. Decide which cultural contributions you want to use to represent your region.

You will need one per person in your group. Write them below and circle the

one that you are responsible for.

2. Explain what cultural contribution you chose and which cultural group it

comes from. How has it become part of your region’s culture?

The cultural contribution I chose is ___. It comes from ___.

It became part of my region’s culture because ___.

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


3. Where should your cultural contribution live on the map? In what state?

Write the location below and explain why. (For example, the blues began in

Mississippi.)

My cultural contribution should go in ___.

I chose this place because ___.

7PI^¯w`o¯P<tI¯{^QlPIG¯<^luIkQ^O¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¶¯w`o¯<kI¯kI<Gw¯n`¯ln<kn

l[InEPQ^O¯w`ok¯Eo\nok<\¯E`^nkQDonQ`^¯olQ^O¯nPI¯<kn¯]<nIkQ<\l¯w`ok¯nI<EPIk

P<l¯hk`tQGIGµ

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Cluster 2: Land and Adaptation

Inquiry Chart

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Topography and Population Density Maps

Map of U.S. topography. Image via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Map of U.S. population using data from the 2020 census. Image via the U.S. Census Bureau, public domain.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Climate and Natural Resources Notes Organizer

Directions: 7QnP¯w`ok¯Ok`oh¶¯EP``lI¯`^I¯ln<nI¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIOQ`^¯n`¯N`Eol¯`^µ¯0PI^¶

olI¯nPI¯nI]hIk<nokI¶¯hkIEQhQn<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯]<hl¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nP<n¯ln<nIµ¯9`o¯lP`o\G¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯Don¯I<EP¯{\\°`on¯w`ok

`u^¯^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Our region: ___________________________________________

The state we chose: ___________________________________

Climate: /`]I¯ln<nIl¯P<tI¯]`kI¯nP<^¯`^I¯[Q^G¯`N¯E\Q]<nIµ¯9`o¯E<^¯GIlEkQDI

nPI¯k<^OI¯`k¯w`o¯E<^¯N`Eol¯`^¯`^I¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯ln<nI¯Ê\Q[I¯ÒnPI¯E`<lnÓËµ

7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯nI]hIk<nokI¯\Q[I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln<nI¼

7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯hkIEQhQn<nQ`^¯\Q[I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln<nI¼

Natural resources: 7P<n¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIÊlË¯<kI¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln<nI¼

Lesson 10: What the Land Provides

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Predict: How might the people who have lived here have adapted to this land?

Use evidence from the maps to explain your thinking.

Lesson 10: What the Land Provides

Student Handout
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Climate and Natural Resource Maps
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Image sources:

U.S. temperature map via GIS Geography, free to use for educational purposes.

U.S. precipitation map via GIS Geography, free to use for educational purposes.

U.S. natural resources map created by Educurious for Investigating History.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Climate and Natural Resources Notes Organizer (Frames

and Word Bank)

Directions: 7QnP¯w`ok¯Ok`oh¶¯EP``lI¯`^I¯ln<nI¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIOQ`^¯n`¯N`Eol¯`^µ¯0PI^¶

olI¯nPI¯nI]hIk<nokI¶¯hkIEQhQn<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯]<hl¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯nP<n¯ln<nIµ¯9`o¯lP`o\G¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯Don¯I<EP¯{\\°`on¯w`ok

`u^¯^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯DI\`u¯n`¯PI\h¯w`oµ

Our region: ___________________________________________

The state we chose: ___________________________________

Climate: /`]I¯ln<nIl¯P<tI¯]`kI¯nP<^¯`^I¯[Q^G¯`N¯E\Q]<nIµ¯9`o¯E<^¯GIlEkQDI

nPI¯k<^OI¯`k¯w`o¯E<^¯N`Eol¯`^¯`^I¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯ln<nI¯Ê\Q[I¯ÒnPI¯E`<lnÓËµ

7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯nI]hIk<nokI¯\Q[I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln<nI¼

The average daily high temperature in ___ is around ___.

7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯hkIEQhQn<nQ`^¯\Q[I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln<nI¼

___ gets about ___ of precipitation each year.
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!<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl·¯What natural resource(s) are in this state?

The natural resources in ___ are ___.

+kIGQEn·¯How might the people who have lived here have adapted to this land?

Use evidence from the maps to explain your thinking. You can also use the

word bank and sentence frames below to help you write your answer.

Word Bank: Ways People Adapt

DoQ\GQ^O N<k]Q^O Po^nQ^O {lPQ^O

O<nPIkQ^O nk<tI\Q^O ln`kQ^O Q^tI^nQ^O

People probably adapted by ___.

The maps show this because ___.

Lesson 10: What the Land Provides
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Indigenous Homes Notes Organizer

Directions: Look at the images on your group’s card. These are natural

resources Indigenous peoples in your region have long used as building

materials. With your group, talk about how each resource could be used to

build a home. Write your ideas below. You may not need all the spaces.

Natural Resource How could it be used to build a home?

Lesson 11: Indigenous Homes by Region

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Now, put your ideas together. Describe or sketch the home your group

imagined building from these resources using the space below:

Lesson 11: Indigenous Homes by Region

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Indigenous Homes and Natural Resources Cards

Northeast Natural Resources

elm bark

cattails

saplings (young trees)

Lesson 11: Indigenous Homes by Region

Student Material
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Northeast Home

The Wampanoag Nation traditionally built homes called wetu. They bent saplings to make a frame, then

covered the walls and roof with sheets of elm bark or woven cattail mats. The bark and cattail coverings

helped keep the wetu warm in cold months and cooler in warm ones.

Wetu are built from natural materials found in the Northeast region of the United States,

such as elm trees and cattails.
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Northwest Coast Natural Resources

cedar bark

cedar bark (made into rope)

cedar trees

Lesson 11: Indigenous Homes by Region

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Northwest Coast Home

The Chinook Nation traditionally built cedar plankhouses. They made a frame from logs and then split cedar

logs into planks with a rock wedge. They tied the planks to the frame with rope made from cedar bark. It

rains a lot in this region, so the overlapping cedar planks helped keep the water out.

Plankhouses are built from cedar trees commonly found in the Northwest region of the United States. Many parts of the

cedar tree are used in the building.
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Southwest Natural Resources

straw

sand

clay

ponderosa pine trees
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Southwest Home

0PI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯0<`l¯+oID\`¯nk<GQnQ`^<\\w¯DoQ\n¯P`]Il¯Nk`]¯<G`DI¶¯<¯]Qv¯`N¯l<^G¶¯E\<w¶¯<^G¯lnk<uµ¯0PIw¯lP<hIG

nPI¯<G`DI¯Q^n`¯DkQE[l¶¯\In¯nPI]¯Gkw¯P<kG¯Q^¯nPI¯lo^¶¯<^G¯nPI^¯ln<E[IG¯nPI¯DkQE[l¯<^G¯PI\G¯nPI]¯n`OInPIk

uQnP¯]`kI¯<G`DIµ¯�`Ol¯Nk`]¯h`^GIk`l<¯hQ^I¯nkIIl¯PI\G¯oh¯nPI¯|<n¯k``Nlµ¯0PI¯nPQE[¯<G`DI¯u<\\l¯[Ihn¯nPI

Q^lQGI¯E``\¯`^¯P`n¯G<wl¯<^G¯u<k]¯`^¯E`\G¯^QOPnlµ

0k<GQnQ`^<\¯0<`l¯+oID\`¯P`]Il¯<kI¯]<GI¯Nk`]¯E\<w¶¯lnk<u¶¯<^G¯l<^G¶¯]<nIkQ<\l¯nP<n¯<kI

I<lw¯n`¯{^G¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPuIln¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ
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Plains Natural Resources

lodgepole pine trees

buffalo
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Plains Home

The Cheyenne Nation traditionally built tipis. They made poles out of lodgepole pine trees, which grow tall

and straight. They tied 13 to 15 wooden poles together at one end, raised them with a twist, and then spread

the lower ends into a circle. They covered the frame with buffalo hides that women sewed together using

sinew thread, made from dried buffalo muscle tendons. At the top, they left a hole to let smoke out. A tipi

could be taken down and moved quickly, which let people follow the buffalo herds they depended on.

Tipis are built from locally grown

lodgepole pine trees, surrounded by

buffalo hides.
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Southeast Natural Resources

palmetto leaves

cypress trees

vines
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Southeast Home

0PI¯/I]Q^`\I¯!<nQ`^¯nk<GQnQ`^<\\w¯DoQ\n¯P`]Il¯E<\\IG¯EPQE[IIlµ¯0PIw¯]<GI¯<¯Nk<]I¯Nk`]¯\`Ol¯]<GI¯Nk`]

EwhkIll¯nkIIl¯<^G¯k<QlIG¯Qn¯`^¯h`lnl¶¯\I<tQ^O¯nPI¯lQGIl¯`hI^µ¯0PIw¯u`tI¯h<\]¯Nk`^Gl¯Q^n`¯<¯k``N¯<^G¯nQIG¯nPI

lnkoEnokI¯n`OInPIk¯uQnP¯tQ^Ilµ¯0PI¯k<QlIG¯|``k¯[Ihn¯nPI¯P`]I¯<D`tI¯nPI¯uIn¶¯lu<]hw¯Ok`o^G¶¯<^G¯nPI¯`hI^

lQGIl¯\In¯<Qk¯|`u¯nPk`oOP¯Q^¯nPI¯P`n¶¯G<]h¯E\Q]<nIµ

�PQE[IIl¯<kI¯DoQ\n¯Nk`]¯EwhkIll¯nkIIl¯<^G

h<\]Inn`¯\I<tIl¶¯]<nIkQ<\l¯nP<n¯<kI¯I<lw¯n`¯{^G¯Q^

nPI¯/`onPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ
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Text sources:


on\Ik¶¯
I<^^<µ¯����µ¯ÒSeminole Spaces: ChickeesµÓ¯�\`kQG<¯/I]Q^`\I¯0`okQl]µ


ok[I¯ olIo]µ¯^µGµ¯ÒBurke From Home: HomeµÓ


I<tIk¶¯�I^¶¯<^G¯/PIkkQ¯
I<tIkµ¯^µGµ¯ÒTipisµÓ¯�^EwE\`hIGQ<¯`N¯nPI¯�kI<n¯+\<Q^lµ

�uIkl¶¯�`P^¯�µ¯����µ¯ÒPainted Tipis of the Blackfeet IndiansµÓ¯�^GQ<^¯+I`h\Il¯`N¯nPI¯!`knPIk^¯�kI<n¯+\<Q^l¯�`\\IEnQ`^¶¯ `^n<^<¯/n<nI¯1^QtIklQnw¯�QDk<kwµ

+\Q]`nP¯+<novIn¯ olIo]lµ¯^µGµ¯ÒBuilding a HomeµÓ

7Q[QhIGQ<µ¯^µGµ¯ÒPueblo ArchitectureµÓ

Image sources:

Ò�\]¯
<k[¯�Ó¯Dw¯+nI\I<¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò0whP<¯\<nQN`\Q<¯��Ó¯Dw¯
`OG<^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�µ

Ò
QkEP¯
o^G\Il¯N`k¯
Il`]lÓ¯Dw¯�`\Q^¯�kQEI¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò0PoY<¯
<k[¯Ł<zQI^[QÓ¯Dw¯�kolQIk¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Ò+QIEI¯`N¯�IG<k¯
<k[¯.`hIÓ¯tQ<¯+I<D`Gw¯ olIo]¶¯�<kt<kG¯1^QtIklQnw¶¯#hI^¯�EEIll¯�^QnQ<nQtI¯N`k¯IGoE<nQ`^<\¯olIµ

Ò0PoY<¯h\QE<n<¯6<^E`otIkÓ¯Dw¯<DG<\\<PP¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Ò.QEI¯/nk<uÓ¯Dw¯�kII^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¶¯�µ�µ

Ò�`uIk¯/<^¯�o<^¯.QtIkÓ¯Dw¯ `ln\w
IlIknl¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò�IkQ<\¯6QIu¯`N¯
o^I{I\G¶¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯!<nQ`^<\¯+<k[Ó¯Nk`]¯nPI¯!<nQ`^<\¯+<k[¯/IktQEI¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò+Q^ol¯h`^GIk`l<¯lE`ho\`ko]¯�olnIk¯/n<nI¯+<k[¯/
Ó¯Dw¯�<l`^¯/nok^Ik¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Ò�`GOIh`\I¯+Q^I¯�`kIln¯����Ó¯Nk`]¯nPI¯!<nQ`^<\¯+<k[¯/IktQEI¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^lµ

Ò�]IkQE<^¯
Ql`^Ó¯Dw¯�<E[¯
w[Q^O<¯N`k¯1/
�¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò/<u¯+<\]Inn`¯Ê/IkI^`<¯kIhI^lË¯Q^¯ <^<nII¯/hkQ^Ol¯/n<nI¯+<k[Ó¯Dw¯ QOoI\¯6QIQk<¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Ò6Q^IÓ¯Dw¯�`^¯/o\\Qt<^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò
<\G¯�whkIllÓ¯Dw¯�IY���¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò7Ino¯.IEkI<nQ`^¯<n¯�koQn\<^GlÓ¯Dw¯tQEn`kOkQO<l¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò�<nP\<h`n\I¯+\<^[P`olIÓ¯Dw¯�µ¯
<tIw¯tQ<¯nPI¯!<nQ`^<\¯+<k[¯/IktQEI¶¯��¯
9Æ!�Æ!
¯�µ�µ

Ò0<`l¯+oID\`¯����Æ��Æ��Ó¯Dw¯�`P^¯ <E[I^zQI¯
ok[I¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò�Qnn\I
QO `onPµ����Ó¯Dw¯7Q\\Q<]¯/µ¯/`o\I¯Nk`]¯nPI¯!<nQ`^<\¯�kEPQtIl¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò�PQE[II¯Q^¯nPI¯
<^Q<¯.IlIkt<nQ`^¯����Ó¯Nk`]¯�Q<\I<P¯+oD\QE¯��Dk<kQIl¯
QOQn<\¯�`\\IEnQ`^l¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Indigenous Homes Notes Organizer (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Look at the images on your group’s card. These are natural

resources Indigenous peoples in your region have long used as building

materials. With your group, talk about how each resource could be used to

build a home. Write your ideas below. You may not need all the spaces. You can

use the provided sentence frames to write your predictions:

There was ___, so people could ___.

People probably used the ___ to ___ because ___.

Natural Resource How could it be used to build a home?
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Now, put your ideas together. Describe or sketch the home your group

imagined building from these resources using the space below:
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Sustainable Farming Notes Organizer

Part 1: Analyze Map

Directions: Look at the map of farm resource regions. Find the farming areas

inside your U.S. region. Record up to three of them and the main products of

each.

Farming Area Main Products
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Part 2: Study One Farming Region

Directions: Your group will read about one of these farming regions. Take

notes on the article using the table below.

Farming area: _____________________________________________

Climate

Soil

Topography

Major Product(s)

How can farming

harm the land in

your region?

What is one

sustainable practice

farmers use to

protect the land?
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Different crops are grown in different states. Farmers

decide what to grow based on the local climate.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Fruitful Rim Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯^IIG¯N`k¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯�koQnNo\¯.Q]¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯7Ilnµ¯�n¯ko^l

<\`^O¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯�`<lnµ¯0PI¯\<^G¯Ql¯<

]Qv¯`N¯PQ\\l¯<^G¯|<n¯t<\\Iwl¶¯<^G¯nPI

l`Q\¯Ql¯NIknQ\Iµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯]Q\G¶¯Don

Qn¯EP<^OIl¯Nk`]¯h\<EI¯n`¯h\<EIµ¯/`]I

h<knl¯<kI¯E``\Ik¶¯l`]I¯h<knl¯<kI

u<k]Ik¶¯<^G¯l`]I¯h<knl¯<kI¯Gkwµ

�<k]Ikl¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯nP<n¯{n¯nPI

E\Q]<nI¯uPIkI¯nPIw¯\QtIµ¯�^

7<lPQ^On`^¯<^G¯#kIO`^¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯Ql

E``\Ik¶¯nPIw¯Ok`u¯<hh\Il¶¯hI<kl¶¯<^G

EPIkkQIlµ¯�^¯�<\QN`k^Q<¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯Ql

u<k]Ik¶¯nPIw¯Ok`u¯Ok<hIl¶¯n`]<n`Il¶

<^G¯`k<^OIlµ¯7PIkI¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Gkw¶¯N<k]Ikl¯DkQ^O¯Q^¯u<nIk¯n`¯PI\h¯nPIQk¯Ek`hl

Ok`uµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯uPw¯nPI¯�koQnNo\¯.Q]¯Ok`ul¯]`ln¯`N¯�]IkQE<Ûl¯NkoQnl¯<^G

tIOIn<D\Ilµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^I¯u<w¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯P<k]¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Dw¯olQ^O¯EPI]QE<\l¯E<\\IG¯hIlnQEQGIl¯n`

[Q\\¯Q^lIEnlµ¯+IlnQEQGIl¯<kI¯lohh`lIG¯n`¯[Q\\¯hIlnl¯nP<n¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯Ek`hl¯N<k]Ikl

<kI¯nkwQ^O¯n`¯Ok`uµ¯�`uItIk¶¯hIlnQEQGIl¯E<^¯<\l`¯[Q\\¯PI\hNo\¯Q^lIEnl¶¯\Q[I¯nPI¯DIIl

<^G¯`nPIk¯h`\\Q^<n`kl¯nP<n¯]<^w¯h\<^nl¯^IIGµ

�¯]`kI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯u<w¯n`¯E`^nk`\¯hIlnl¯Ql¯n`¯\In¯^<nokI¯PI\hµ¯/`]I¯PI\hNo\

Q^lIEnl¯I<n¯nPI¯hIlnl¯nP<n¯G<]<OI¯Ek`hlµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯\<GwDoOl¯I<n¯nPI¯nQ^w

Q^lIEnl¯nP<n¯GIlnk`w¯h\<^nlµ¯�N¯N<k]Ikl¯\In¯uQ\G¯h\<^nl¯Ok`u¯^I<k¯nPIQk¯{I\Gl¶

\<GwDoOl¯<^G¯`nPIk¯PI\hNo\¯Q^lIEnl¯P<tI¯<¯h\<EI¯n`¯\QtI¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯]`tI¯Q^n`¯nPI

{I\Gl¯n`¯I<n¯nPI¯hIlnlµ¯0PQl¯hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯Ek`hl¯uQnP`on¯EPI]QE<\l¯nP<n¯P<k]¯nPI

IE`lwlnI]µ¯7PI^¯N<k]Ikl¯u`k[¯uQnP¯^<nokI¯nPQl¯u<w¶¯nPIw¯E<kI¯N`k¯nPI¯\<^G

Q^lnI<G¯`N¯PoknQ^O¯Qnµ

Image source: “Fruits Veggies” by Emerika via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

Text sources:

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “!`knP¯�]IkQE<·¯.Il`okEIl.”

National Geographic.

Gross, Liza. 2024. “�<\QN`k^Q<Õl¯/oln<Q^<D\I¯�<k]l¶¯ `GI\l¯N`k¯�OkQEo\nokI¯Q^¯7<k]Q^O¯7`k\G¶¯!IIG¯�I\h

/oktQtQ^O¯�n.” KQED.

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “0PI¯/`Q\¯�IknQ\Qnw¯<^G¯
k<Q^<OI¯�^GIvIl·

0<v`^`]QE<\\w¯
<lIG¶¯#kGQ^<\¯�lnQ]<nIl¯`N¯.I\<nQtI¯/`Q\¯+k`hIknQIl.” Michigan State University.

Needham, Alison. n.d. “0PI¯�I^nk<\¯6<\\Iw·¯�¯�kI<n¯+\<EI¯N`k¯�<k]Q^O¯Q^¯�<\QN`k^Q<.” CA GROWN Blog.

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE). 2005. “ <^<OI¯�^lIEnl¯`^¯9`ok¯�<k]¶¯/nk<nIOQIl

n`¯�^P<^EI¯
I^I{EQ<\l.”

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “�<k]¯.Il`okEI¯.IOQ`^l.” Economic Research Service.

Lesson 12: Agriculture

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/north-america-resources/
https://www.kqed.org/science/1976679/californias-sustainable-farms-models-for-agriculture-in-warming-world-need-help-surviving-it
https://www.kqed.org/science/1976679/californias-sustainable-farms-models-for-agriculture-in-warming-world-need-help-surviving-it
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/The_Soil_Fertility_and_Drainage_Indexes_NRCS_poster.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/The_Soil_Fertility_and_Drainage_Indexes_NRCS_poster.pdf
https://californiagrown.org/blog/the-central-valley-a-great-place-for-farming-in-california/
https://www.sare.org/publications/manage-insects-on-your-farm/principles-of-ecologically-based-pest-management/strategies-to-enhance-beneficials/
https://www.sare.org/publications/manage-insects-on-your-farm/principles-of-ecologically-based-pest-management/strategies-to-enhance-beneficials/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/media/7930/aib-760.pdf?v=12567
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Holstein cows are commonly used for dairy farming because

they produce more milk than any other breed.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Northern Crescent Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯^IIG¯N`k¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^°ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯!`knPIk^¯�kIlEI^n¯Ql¯\`E<nIG

Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI

E`o^nkwµ¯�n¯Ql¯nPI¯]<Q^¯N<k]Q^O

<kI<¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnµ¯�n¯EoktIl

<\`^O¯nPI¯^`knPIk^¯D`kGIk¯Nk`]

!Iu¯�^O\<^G¯n`¯ Q^^Il`n<µ

/`]I¯<kI<l¯<kI¯PQ\\w¯<^G¯l`]I

<kI¯|<n¶¯<^G¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯E``\

<^G¯Po]QG¯uQnP¯h\I^nw¯`N¯k<Q^µ

0PI¯l`Q\¯PIkI¯Ql¯k`E[wµ¯
okQ^O¯nPI

\<ln¯�EI¯�OI¶¯PoOI¯QEI¯lPIInl

Dk`[I¯nPI¯k`E[¯Q^n`¯l<^G¶¯Ok<tI\¶

<^G¯ln`^Il¶¯uPQEP¯]<[Il¯nPI

\<^G¯P<kG¯n`¯N<k]µ¯�<k]Ikl¯<G<hn¯Dw¯olQ^O¯nPI¯\<^G¯N`k¯l]<\\¯G<Qkw¯<^G

tIOIn<D\I¯N<k]lµ¯
<Qkw¯N<k]Q^O¯u`k[l¯uI\\¯DIE<olI¯E`ul¯E<^¯Ok<zI¯`^¯\`E<\

Ok<llIl¶¯<^G¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`u¯nPIQk¯`u^¯NIIGµ¯�^¯!Iu¯�^O\<^G¶¯l`]I¯N<k]Ikl

Ok`u¯Ek<^DIkkQIl¯Q^¯D`Ol¶¯uPQEP¯<kI¯uIn¶¯\`u¯<kI<l¯nPIw¯|``G¯uQnP¯u<nIkµ¯0PI

kIOQ`^¯Ql¯<\l`¯E\`lI¯n`¯EQnQIl¶¯uPIkI¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯lI\\¯]Q\[¯<^G¯`nPIk¯G<Qkw

hk`GoEnlµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^I¯u<w¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯P<k]¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Dw¯uI<kQ^O¯`on¯nPI¯l`Q\µ¯�tIkw¯nQ]I¯Ek`hl

<kI¯Ok`u^¯<^G¯P<ktIlnIG¶¯nPIw¯n<[I¯^onkQI^nl¯`on¯`N¯nPI¯l`Q\µ¯�N¯N<k]Ikl¯[IIh

n<[Q^O¯^onkQI^nl¯uQnP`on¯honnQ^O¯<^w¯D<E[¶¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l\`u\w¯DIE`]Il¯n``¯h``k¯N`k

h\<^nl¯n`¯Ok`u¯uI\\µ

�<k]Ikl¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPIk^¯�kIlEI^n¯P<tI¯<¯loln<Q^<D\I¯u<w¯n`¯hon¯^onkQI^nl¯D<E[

Q^n`¯nPI¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯Qn¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯nPIQk¯G<Qkw¯E`ulµ¯0PIw¯olI¯E`u¯]<^okI¯n`¯]<[I

E`]h`lnµ¯0PIw¯]Qv¯nPI¯]<^okI¯uQnP¯u``G¯<lP¶¯h<hIk¶¯<^G¯u``G¯EPQhl¯<^G¯\In

<Qk¯kI<EP¯Qnµ¯0PI¯hQ\I¯PI<nl¯oh¯I^`oOP¯n`¯[Q\\¯OIk]l¶¯nPI^¯E``\l¶¯<^G¯<NnIk¯<D`on

nu`¯]`^nPl¶¯Qn¯Ql¯kI<Gw¯n`¯lhkI<G¯`^¯nPI¯{I\Glµ¯0PI¯E`]h`ln¯NIIGl¯nPI¯l`Q\¶¯l`

N<k]Ikl¯G`¯^`n¯^IIG¯n`¯Dow¯EPI]QE<\¯NIknQ\QzIkl¶¯<^G¯Qn¯<\l`¯[IIhl¯nPI¯k<u

]<^okI¯Nk`]¯u<lPQ^O¯Q^n`¯\`E<\¯u<nIkµ¯
w¯honnQ^O¯D<E[¯uP<n¯nPIw¯n<[I¶

N<k]Ikl¯E<kI¯N`k¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯uI<kQ^O¯Qn¯`onµ

Image source: “Cow Female Black White” by Keith Waller/USDA via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

Text sources:

Bassett, Christy. 2020. “When Waste Is Not Wasted: Dairy Farmers Leading the Way on Responsible

Manure Management.” Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA), Massachusetts Chapter.

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “North America: Resources.”

National Geographic.

Dairy One. n.d. “Farming in the Northeast.”

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “The Soil Fertility and Drainage Indexes:

Taxonomically Based, Ordinal Estimates of Relative Soil Properties.” Michigan State University.

Teacher-Friendly Guides. n.d. “Glacial Deposit Resources of the Northeast.”

The Dairy Alliance. n.d. “Dairy and the Environment: Manure and Soil Management.”

Undeniably Dairy. 2016. “What Do Cows Like to Eat?.”

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.
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https://www.nofamass.org/articles/2020/06/when-waste-not-wasted-dairy-farmers-leading-way-responsible-manure-management/
https://www.nofamass.org/articles/2020/06/when-waste-not-wasted-dairy-farmers-leading-way-responsible-manure-management/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/north-america-resources/
https://dairyone.com/farming-in-the-northeast/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/The_Soil_Fertility_and_Drainage_Indexes_NRCS_poster.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/The_Soil_Fertility_and_Drainage_Indexes_NRCS_poster.pdf
https://geology.teacherfriendlyguide.org/index.php/non-mineral-resources/glacial-deposit-resources
https://thedairyalliance.com/blog/dairy-and-the-environment-manure-and-soil-management
https://www.usdairy.com/news-articles/do-dairy-cows-eat-food-people-could-eat
https://www.ers.usda.gov/media/7930/aib-760.pdf?v=12567
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


.QEI¯Ok`ul¯Q^¯|``GIG¯{I\Gl¯[^`u^¯<l¯h<GGQIlµ¯ `ln¯kQEI

Q^¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯Ql¯Ok`u^¯Q^¯�k[<^l<lµ

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Mississippi Portal Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯^IIG¯N`k¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯ QllQllQhhQ¯+`kn<\¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPI<lnµ¯�n¯lQnl

<\`^O¯nPI¯\`uIk¯ QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIk¶

uPIkI¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯tIkw¯|<nµ¯�`k

nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<kl¶¯nPI¯kQtIk¯|``GIG

<^G¯\INn¯DIPQ^G¯kQEP¯l`Q\¶¯l`¯nPI¯\<^G

PIkI¯Ql¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯]`ln¯NIknQ\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯u<k]¯<^G

uIn¶¯uQnP¯<¯\`^O¯Ok`uQ^O¯lI<l`^¯<^G

h\I^nw¯`N¯k<Q^µ¯�<k]Ikl¯Ok`u¯kQEI¯Q^

{I\Gl¯nPIw¯|``G¯uQnP¯u<nIkµ¯0PI¯|<n

\<^G¯PI\hl¯P`\G¯nPI¯u<nIk¯Q^¯h\<EI¯l`

nPI¯kQEI¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯Ok`u

E`nn`^¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\l

\Q[I¯EPQE[I^l¯<^G¯P`Olµ¯
IE<olI¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯<^G¯nPI¯l`Q\¯Ql¯kQEP¶¯N<k]Ikl¯PIkI

E<^¯Ok`u¯\<kOI¯<]`o^nl¯`N¯N``Gµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^¯|<n¯N<k]\<^G¯^I<k¯kQtIkl¶¯k<Q^¯E<^¯u<lP¯l`Q\¯<^G¯N<k]¯EPI]QE<\l¯`NN¯nPI¯{I\Gl

<^G¯Q^n`¯nPI¯u<nIkµ¯0PQl¯E<^¯uI<k¯<u<w¯nPI¯O``G¯l`Q\¯<^G¯h`\\onI¯^I<kDw¯kQtIkl

<^G¯lnkI<]lµ

#^I¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEI¯Ql¯h\<^nQ^O¯DoNNIk¯lnkQhlµ¯
oNNIk¯lnkQhl¯<kI¯k`ul¯`N

Ok<llIl¶¯lPkoDl¶¯<^G¯nkIIl¯nP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯h\<^n¯DInuII^¯nPIQk¯{I\Gl¯<^G¯nPI

u<nIkµ¯0PI¯k``nl¯`N¯nPI¯h\<^nl¯P`\G¯nPI¯l`Q\¯Q^¯h\<EI¶¯<^G¯nPI¯h\<^nl¯E<nEP¯nPI

l`Q\¯<^G¯EPI]QE<\l¯DIN`kI¯nPIw¯kI<EP¯nPI¯kQtIkµ¯
w¯olQ^O¯DoNNIk¯lnkQhl¶¯N<k]Ikl

hk`nIEn¯nPI¯u<nIk¯<^G¯[IIh¯nPIQk¯l`Q\¯PI<\nPw¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯\InnQ^O¯Qn¯u<lP¯<u<wµ

Image source: “Rice Fields” by formulaone via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

Text sources:

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality. n.d. “Buffer Strips: Common Sense Conservation.”

Self, Brady, and John D. Kushla. n.d. “Forest Soils of Mississippi.” Mississippi State University Extension.

Snipes, Charles E., Steve P. Nichols, Daniel H. Poston, Tim W. Walker, Lisa P. Evans, and Heather R.

Robinson. 2005. “Current Agricultural Practices of the Mississippi Delta.” Mississippi Agricultural & Forestry

Experiment Station.

Steve, Gene, and Henry Krusekopf. 2020. “Delta Soils of Southeast Missouri.” University of Missouri

Extension.

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2026. “Nonpoint Source Agriculture.”
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https://opcgis.deq.state.ms.us/ror/assets/pdf/Buffer_Strips_DEQ_adapted.pdf
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/forest-soils-mississippi
https://www.mafes.msstate.edu/publications/bulletins/b1143.pdf
https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g9011
https://www.ers.usda.gov/media/7930/aib-760.pdf?v=12567
https://www.epa.gov/nps/nonpoint-source-agriculture
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Corn is indigenous to the Americas. Today, the United

States is the largest corn producer in the world.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Heartland Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯^IIG¯N`k¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯�I<kn\<^G¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯ QGuIlnµ¯0PI

\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¶¯uPQEP¯]<[Il¯Qn¯I<lw¯n`

N<k]¶¯<^G¯nPI¯l`Q\¯Ql¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯]`ln

NIknQ\I¯Q^¯nPI¯E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI

DkQ^Ol¯I^`oOP¯k<Q^¯n`¯Ok`u

Q]h`kn<^n¯Ek`hlµ


IE<olI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯<^G¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¯<kI

l`¯O``G¯N`k¯Ok`uQ^O¶¯N<k]Ikl¯Q^¯nPI

�I<kn\<^G¯k<QlI¯PoOI¯<]`o^nl¯`N

E`k^¯<^G¯l`wDI<^lµ¯0PIlI¯Ek`hl¯<kI¯olIG¯Q^¯]<^w¯u<wlµ¯ `ln¯E`k^¯<^G

l`wDI<^l¯<kI¯olIG¯N`k¯<^Q]<\¯NIIGµ¯�`k^¯E<^¯<\l`¯DI¯nok^IG¯Q^n`¯E``[Q^O¯`Q\

<^G¯NoI\¯N`k¯E<kl¶¯<^G¯l`wDI<^l¯E<^¯DI¯]<GI¯Q^n`¯N``Gl¯\Q[I¯n`No¯<^G¯l`w¯]Q\[µ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^I¯u<w¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯P<k]¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Dw¯nQ\\Q^O¯nPI¯l`Q\µ¯0Q\\Q^O¯]I<^l¯GQOOQ^O

oh¯<^G¯nok^Q^O¯`tIk¯nPI¯l`Q\¯n`¯OIn¯Qn¯kI<Gw¯N`k¯h\<^nQ^Oµ¯#tIk¯nQ]I¶¯nPQl¯uI<kl

nPI¯l`Q\¯`onµ¯�n¯GkQIl¯nPI¯l`Q\¶¯\Inl¯Qn¯u<lP¯`k¯D\`u¯<u<w¶¯<^G¯GQlnokDl¯nPI¯Q^lIEnl

<^G¯l]<\\¯<^Q]<\l¯nP<n¯[IIh¯nPI¯l`Q\¯PI<\nPwµ

�¯]`kI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯EP`QEI¯Ql¯E<\\IG¯^`ÆnQ\\¯N<k]Q^Oµ¯�^lnI<G¯`N¯nok^Q^O¯`tIk¯nPI

uP`\I¯{I\G¶¯N<k]Ikl¯olI¯lhIEQ<\¯IjoQh]I^n¯n`¯Eon¯^<kk`u¯EP<^^I\l¯Yoln¯uQGI

I^`oOP¯N`k¯nPI¯lIIGlµ¯0PQl¯\I<tIl¯nPI¯kIln¯`N¯nPI¯l`Q\¯<^G¯nPI¯\INn`tIk¯h\<^n

E`tIk¯Q^¯h\<EI¶¯uPQEP¯hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯l`Q\¯<^G¯kIEwE\Il¯^onkQI^nl¯D<E[¯Q^n`¯Qnµ¯
w

\I<tQ^O¯nPI¯l`Q\¯o^GQlnokDIG¶¯N<k]Ikl¯E<kI¯N`k¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯uI<kQ^O¯Qn¯`onµ

Image source: “Corn Stalk” via Pixabay, free for use under the Pixabay Content License.

Text sources:

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “North America: Resources.”

National Geographic.

Creech, Elizabeth. 2017. “Saving Money, Time, and Soil: The Economics of No-Till Farming.” U.S. Department

of Agriculture.

Iowa Corn. n.d. “Corn: It’s Everything.”

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “The Soil Fertility and Drainage Indexes:

Taxonomically Based, Ordinal Estimates of Relative Soil Properties.” Michigan State University.

PBS. n.d. “America’s Heartland, Iowa.” America’s Heartland.

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.

United Soybean. 2022. “What Are Soybeans Used For?” The Soy Hopper.

Wade, Tara. 2016. “Tillage Practices Vary Across the United States.” U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Economic Research Service.
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https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/north-america-resources/
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog/saving-money-time-and-soil-economics-no-till-farming
https://www.iowacorn.org/corn-products/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/The_Soil_Fertility_and_Drainage_Indexes_NRCS_poster.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/The_Soil_Fertility_and_Drainage_Indexes_NRCS_poster.pdf
https://www.americasheartland.org/state/iowa/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/media/7930/aib-760.pdf?v=12567
https://unitedsoybean.org/hopper/what-are-soybeans-used-for/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/charts-of-note/78730
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Cattle may graze on wild grasses for many hours per day.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Prairie Gateway Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯o^GIk\Q^I¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯^IIG¯N`k¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯+k<QkQI¯�<nIu<w¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPuIlnµ¯�n

E`tIkl¯nPI¯Gkw¯hk<QkQIl¯Q^¯nPI¯]QGG\I

`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯u<k]

<^G¯Gkw¶¯DIE<olI¯nPI¯.`E[w

 `o^n<Q^l¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯D\`E[¯]oEP¯`N

nPI¯k<Q^µ¯7QnP¯l`¯\Qnn\I¯k<Q^¶¯nkIIl

E<^^`n¯Ok`u¯Q^n`¯N`kIlnl¶¯l`¯nPI¯\<^G

Ql¯E`tIkIG¯Q^¯Ok<llIl¯Q^lnI<Gµ¯0PI¯l`Q\

Ql¯NIknQ\I¯<^G¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¶¯uPQEP¯Ql

O``G¯N`k¯Ok`uQ^O¯Ek`hl¯nP<n¯G`¯^`n

^IIG¯]oEP¯k<Q^¶¯\Q[I¯uPI<nµ¯0PI

Ok<llIl¯<kI¯<\l`¯hIkNIEn¯N`k¯k<QlQ^O¯E<nn\Iµ¯�<nn\I¯I<n¯nPI¯hk<QkQI¯Ok<llIl¶¯uPQEP¯Ql

E<\\IG¯Ok<zQ^O¶¯<^G¯Q^¯uQ^nIk¯nPIw¯I<n¯Ok<ll¯nP<n¯P<l¯DII^¯GkQIG¯Q^n`¯P<wµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

Grazing can maintain the prairie ecosystem and keep trees from competing

with the grasses. However, farmers can also harm the land by letting the cattle

eat too much of the grass. This is called overgrazing. When cattle eat the grass

faster than it can grow back, the prairie ecosystem is damaged, and the plants

and animals that live there suffer.

A more sustainable way is called grazing management. Farmers plan how

much grass their cattle can eat and move the cattle from place to place, so the

grass always has time to grow back. When grazing is managed well, the cattle

are fed and the prairie stays healthy. By balancing the needs of their cattle with

the needs of the land, farmers care for the prairie instead of harming it.

Image source: “A Cow in the Tall Grass Field of Montague County” by USDA NRCS Texas via Wikimedia Commons,

public domain.

Text sources:

Armstrong, Joe, and Brad Heins. 2026. “Grazing and Pasture Management for Cattle.” University of

Minnesota Extension.

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “North America: Resources.”

National Geographic.

Henrichs, Lisa. 1997. “Grazing as a Technique for Prairie Restoration.” Restoration and Reclamation Review,

University of Minnesota.

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “The Soil Fertility and Drainage Indexes:

Taxonomically Based, Ordinal Estimates of Relative Soil Properties.” Michigan State University.

Rutledge, Kim, Melissa McDaniel, Santani Teng, Hilary Hall, Tara Ramroop, Erin Sprout, Jeff Hunt, Diane

Boudreau, and Hilary Costa. 2026. “Prairie.” National Geographic Society.

The Nature Conservancy. 2023. “Flint Hills Ranching to Save the Tallgrass Prairie.”

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.

U.S. Federal Government Agencies. 2009. “Ecoregion: Prairie Grasslands.” Climate Change, Wildlife, and

Wildlands: A Toolkit for Formal and Informal Educators.
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Farm Resource Regions Map

Map of agricultural regions and products. Image by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Economic Research Service, public domain.

Image source: Map of agricultural regions and products via the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Economic Research Service, public domain.
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Holstein cows are commonly used for dairy farming because

they produce more milk than any other breed.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Farm Region Articles (Underlined Text)

The Northern Crescent Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯olI¯nPI¯o^GIk\Q^IG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`¯{\\¯`on¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯!`knPIk^¯�kIlEI^n¯Ql¯\`E<nIG

Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI

E`o^nkwµ¯�n¯Ql¯nPI¯]<Q^¯N<k]Q^O

<kI<¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnµ¯�n¯EoktIl

<\`^O¯nPI¯^`knPIk^¯D`kGIk¯Nk`]

!Iu¯�^O\<^G¯n`¯ Q^^Il`n<µ

/`]I¯<kI<l¯<kI¯PQ\\w¯<^G¯l`]I

<kI¯|<n¶¯<^G¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯E``\

<^G¯Po]QG¯uQnP¯h\I^nw¯`N¯k<Q^µ

0PI¯l`Q\¯PIkI¯Ql¯k`E[wµ°
okQ^O¯nPI

\<ln¯�EI¯�OI¶¯PoOI¯QEI¯lPIInl

Dk`[I¯nPI¯k`E[¯Q^n`¯l<^G¶¯Ok<tI\¶

<^G¯ln`^Il¶¯uPQEP¯]<[Il¯nPI

\<^G¯P<kG¯n`¯N<k]µ¯�<k]Ikl¯<G<hn¯Dw¯olQ^O¯nPI¯\<^G¯N`k¯l]<\\¯G<Qkw¯<^G

tIOIn<D\I¯N<k]lµ°
<Qkw¯N<k]Q^O¯u`k[l¯uI\\¯DIE<olI¯E`ul¯E<^¯Ok<zI¯`^¯\`E<\

Ok<llIl¶¯<^G¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`u¯nPIQk¯`u^¯NIIGµ¯�^¯!Iu¯�^O\<^G¶¯l`]I¯N<k]Ikl

Ok`u¯Ek<^DIkkQIl¯Q^¯D`Ol¶¯uPQEP¯<kI¯uIn¶¯\`u¯<kI<l¯nPIw¯|``G¯uQnP¯u<nIkµ¯0PI

kIOQ`^¯Ql¯<\l`¯E\`lI¯n`¯EQnQIl¶¯uPIkI¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯lI\\¯]Q\[¯<^G¯`nPIk¯G<Qkw

hk`GoEnlµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^I¯u<w¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯P<k]¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Dw¯uI<kQ^O¯`on¯nPI¯l`Q\µ°�tIkw¯nQ]I¯Ek`hl

<kI¯Ok`u^¯<^G¯P<ktIlnIG¶¯nPIw¯n<[I¯^onkQI^nl¯`on¯`N¯nPI¯l`Q\µ¯�N¯N<k]Ikl¯[IIh

n<[Q^O¯^onkQI^nl¯uQnP`on¯honnQ^O¯<^w¯D<E[¶¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l\`u\w¯DIE`]Il¯n``¯h``k¯N`k

h\<^nl¯n`¯Ok`u¯uI\\µ

�<k]Ikl¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPIk^¯�kIlEI^n¯P<tI¯<¯loln<Q^<D\I¯u<w¯n`¯hon¯^onkQI^nl¯D<E[

Q^n`¯nPI¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯Qn¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯nPIQk¯G<Qkw¯E`ulµ¯0PIw¯olI¯E`u¯]<^okI¯n`¯]<[I

E`]h`lnµ°0PIw¯]Qv¯nPI¯]<^okI¯uQnP¯u``G¯<lP¶¯h<hIk¶¯<^G¯u``G¯EPQhl¯<^G¯\In

<Qk¯kI<EP¯Qnµ¯0PI¯hQ\I¯PI<nl¯oh¯I^`oOP¯n`¯[Q\\¯OIk]l¶¯nPI^¯E``\l¶¯<^G¯<NnIk¯<D`on

nu`¯]`^nPl¶¯Qn¯Ql¯kI<Gw¯n`¯lhkI<G¯`^¯nPI¯{I\Glµ¯0PI¯E`]h`ln¯NIIGl¯nPI¯l`Q\¶¯l`

N<k]Ikl¯G`¯^`n¯^IIG¯n`¯Dow¯EPI]QE<\¯NIknQ\QzIkl¶¯<^G¯Qn¯<\l`¯[IIhl¯nPI¯k<u

]<^okI¯Nk`]¯u<lPQ^O¯Q^n`¯\`E<\¯u<nIkµ°
w¯honnQ^O¯D<E[¯uP<n¯nPIw¯n<[I¶

N<k]Ikl¯E<kI¯N`k¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯uI<kQ^O¯Qn¯`onµ

Image source: “Cow Female Black White” by Keith Waller/USDA via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

Text sources:

Bassett, Christy. 2020. “When Waste Is Not Wasted: Dairy Farmers Leading the Way on Responsible

Manure Management.” Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA), Massachusetts Chapter.

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “North America: Resources.”

National Geographic.

Dairy One. n.d. “Farming in the Northeast.”

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “The Soil Fertility and Drainage Indexes:

Taxonomically Based, Ordinal Estimates of Relative Soil Properties.” Michigan State University.

Teacher-Friendly Guides. n.d. “Glacial Deposit Resources of the Northeast.”

The Dairy Alliance. n.d. “Dairy and the Environment: Manure and Soil Management.”

Undeniably Dairy. 2016. “What Do Cows Like to Eat?.”

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.
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https://www.nofamass.org/articles/2020/06/when-waste-not-wasted-dairy-farmers-leading-way-responsible-manure-management/
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https://www.usdairy.com/news-articles/do-dairy-cows-eat-food-people-could-eat
https://www.ers.usda.gov/media/7930/aib-760.pdf?v=12567
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


.QEI¯Ok`ul¯Q^¯|``GIG¯{I\Gl¯[^`u^¯<l¯h<GGQIlµ¯ `ln¯kQEI

Q^¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯Ql¯Ok`u^¯Q^¯�k[<^l<lµ

The Mississippi Portal Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯olI¯nPI¯o^GIk\Q^IG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`¯{\\¯`on¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯ QllQllQhhQ¯+`kn<\¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPI<lnµ¯�n¯lQnl

<\`^O¯nPI¯\`uIk¯ QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIk¶

uPIkI¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯tIkw¯|<nµ¯�`k

nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<kl¶¯nPI¯kQtIk¯|``GIG

<^G¯\INn¯DIPQ^G¯kQEP¯l`Q\¶¯l`¯nPI¯\<^G

PIkI¯Ql¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯]`ln¯NIknQ\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯u<k]¯<^G

uIn¶¯uQnP¯<¯\`^O¯Ok`uQ^O¯lI<l`^¯<^G

h\I^nw¯`N¯k<Q^µ¯�<k]Ikl¯Ok`u¯kQEI¯Q^

{I\Gl¯nPIw¯|``G¯uQnP¯u<nIkµ¯0PI¯|<n

\<^G¯PI\hl¯P`\G¯nPI¯u<nIk¯Q^¯h\<EI¯l`

nPI¯kQEI¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯Ok`u

E`nn`^¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\l

\Q[I¯EPQE[I^l°<^G¯P`Olµ¯
IE<olI¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯<^G¯nPI¯l`Q\¯Ql¯kQEP¶¯N<k]Ikl¯PIkI

E<^¯Ok`u¯\<kOI¯<]`o^nl¯`N¯N``Gµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^¯|<n¯N<k]\<^G¯^I<k¯kQtIkl¶¯k<Q^¯E<^¯u<lP¯l`Q\¯<^G¯N<k]¯EPI]QE<\l¯`NN¯nPI¯{I\Gl

<^G¯Q^n`¯nPI¯u<nIkµ°0PQl¯E<^¯uI<k¯<u<w¯nPI¯O``G¯l`Q\¯<^G¯h`\\onI¯^I<kDw¯kQtIkl

<^G¯lnkI<]lµ

#^I¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEI¯Ql¯h\<^nQ^O¯DoNNIk¯lnkQhlµ¯
oNNIk¯lnkQhl¯<kI¯k`ul¯`N

Ok<llIl¶¯lPkoDl¶¯<^G¯nkIIl¯nP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯h\<^n¯DInuII^¯nPIQk¯{I\Gl¯<^G¯nPI

u<nIkµ¯0PI¯k``nl¯`N¯nPI¯h\<^nl¯P`\G¯nPI¯l`Q\¯Q^¯h\<EI¶¯<^G¯nPI¯h\<^nl¯E<nEP¯nPI

l`Q\¯<^G¯EPI]QE<\l¯DIN`kI¯nPIw¯kI<EP¯nPI¯kQtIkµ°
w¯olQ^O¯DoNNIk¯lnkQhl¶¯N<k]Ikl

hk`nIEn¯nPI¯u<nIk¯<^G¯[IIh¯nPIQk¯l`Q\¯PI<\nPw¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯\InnQ^O¯Qn¯u<lP¯<u<wµ

Image source: “Rice Fields” by formulaone via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

Text sources:

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality. n.d. “Buffer Strips: Common Sense Conservation.”

Self, Brady, and John D. Kushla. n.d. “Forest Soils of Mississippi.” Mississippi State University Extension.

Snipes, Charles E., Steve P. Nichols, Daniel H. Poston, Tim W. Walker, Lisa P. Evans, and Heather R.

Robinson. 2005. “Current Agricultural Practices of the Mississippi Delta.” Mississippi Agricultural & Forestry

Experiment Station.

Steve, Gene, and Henry Krusekopf. 2020. “Delta Soils of Southeast Missouri.” University of Missouri

Extension.

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2026. “Nonpoint Source Agriculture.”
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https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/forest-soils-mississippi
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Corn is indigenous to the Americas. Today, the United

States is the largest corn producer in the world.

The Heartland Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯olI¯nPI¯o^GIk\Q^IG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`¯{\\¯`on¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯�I<kn\<^G¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯ QGuIlnµ¯0PI

\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¶¯uPQEP¯]<[Il¯Qn¯I<lw¯n`

N<k]¶¯<^G¯nPI¯l`Q\¯Ql¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯]`ln

NIknQ\I¯Q^¯nPI¯E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI

DkQ^Ol¯I^`oOP¯k<Q^°n`¯Ok`u

Q]h`kn<^n¯Ek`hlµ


IE<olI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯<^G¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¯<kI

l`¯O``G¯N`k¯Ok`uQ^O¶¯N<k]Ikl¯Q^¯nPI

�I<kn\<^G¯k<QlI¯PoOI¯<]`o^nl¯`N

E`k^°<^G¯l`wDI<^lµ¯0PIlI¯Ek`hl¯<kI¯olIG¯Q^¯]<^w¯u<wlµ¯ `ln¯E`k^¯<^G

l`wDI<^l¯<kI¯olIG¯N`k¯<^Q]<\¯NIIGµ¯�`k^¯E<^¯<\l`¯DI¯nok^IG¯Q^n`¯E``[Q^O¯`Q\

<^G¯NoI\¯N`k¯E<kl¶¯<^G¯l`wDI<^l¯E<^¯DI¯]<GI¯Q^n`¯N``Gl¯\Q[I¯n`No¯<^G¯l`w¯]Q\[µ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^I¯u<w¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯P<k]¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Dw¯nQ\\Q^O¯nPI¯l`Q\µ°0Q\\Q^O¯]I<^l¯GQOOQ^O

oh¯<^G¯nok^Q^O¯`tIk¯nPI¯l`Q\¯n`¯OIn¯Qn¯kI<Gw¯N`k¯h\<^nQ^Oµ¯#tIk¯nQ]I¶¯nPQl¯uI<kl

nPI¯l`Q\¯`onµ¯�n¯GkQIl¯nPI¯l`Q\¶¯\Inl¯Qn¯u<lP¯`k¯D\`u¯<u<w¶¯<^G¯GQlnokDl¯nPI¯Q^lIEnl

<^G¯l]<\\¯<^Q]<\l¯nP<n¯[IIh¯nPI¯l`Q\¯PI<\nPwµ

�¯]`kI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯EP`QEI¯Ql¯E<\\IG¯^`ÆnQ\\¯N<k]Q^Oµ¯�^lnI<G¯`N¯nok^Q^O¯`tIk¯nPI

uP`\I¯{I\G¶¯N<k]Ikl¯olI¯lhIEQ<\¯IjoQh]I^n¯n`¯Eon¯^<kk`u¯EP<^^I\l¯Yoln¯uQGI

I^`oOP¯N`k¯nPI¯lIIGlµ¯0PQl¯\I<tIl¯nPI¯kIln¯`N¯nPI¯l`Q\¯<^G¯nPI¯\INn`tIk¯h\<^n

E`tIk¯Q^¯h\<EI¶¯uPQEP¯hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯l`Q\¯<^G¯kIEwE\Il¯^onkQI^nl¯D<E[¯Q^n`¯Qnµ°
w

\I<tQ^O¯nPI¯l`Q\¯o^GQlnokDIG¶¯N<k]Ikl¯E<kI¯N`k¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯uI<kQ^O¯Qn¯`onµ

Image source: “Corn Stalk” via Pixabay, free for use under the Pixabay Content License.

Text sources:

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “North America: Resources.”

National Geographic.

Creech, Elizabeth. 2017. “Saving Money, Time, and Soil: The Economics of No-Till Farming.” U.S. Department

of Agriculture.

Iowa Corn. n.d. “Corn: It’s Everything.”

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “The Soil Fertility and Drainage Indexes:

Taxonomically Based, Ordinal Estimates of Relative Soil Properties.” Michigan State University.

PBS. n.d. “America’s Heartland, Iowa.” America’s Heartland.

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.

United Soybean. 2022. “What Are Soybeans Used For?” The Soy Hopper.

Wade, Tara. 2016. “Tillage Practices Vary Across the United States.” U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Economic Research Service.
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Cattle may graze on wild grasses for many hours per day.

The Prairie Gateway Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯olI¯nPI¯o^GIk\Q^IG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`¯{\\¯`on¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯+k<QkQI¯�<nIu<w¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPuIlnµ¯�n

E`tIkl¯nPI¯Gkw¯hk<QkQIl¯Q^¯nPI¯]QGG\I

`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯u<k]

<^G¯Gkw¶¯DIE<olI¯nPI¯.`E[w

 `o^n<Q^l¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯D\`E[¯]oEP¯`N

nPI¯k<Q^µ¯WQnP¯l`¯\Qnn\I¯k<Q^¶¯nkIIl

E<^^`n¯Ok`u¯Q^n`¯N`kIlnl¶¯l`¯nPI¯\<^G

Ql¯E`tIkIG¯Q^¯Ok<llIl¯Q^lnI<Gµ 0PI¯l`Q\

Ql¯NIknQ\I¯<^G¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¶¯uPQEP¯Ql

O``G¯N`k¯Ok`uQ^O¯Ek`hl¯nP<n¯G`¯^`n

^IIG¯]oEP¯k<Q^¶¯\Q[I¯uPI<nµ¯0PI

Ok<llIl¯<kI¯<\l`¯hIkNIEn¯N`k¯k<QlQ^O¯E<nn\Iµ¯�<nn\I°I<n¯nPI¯hk<QkQI¯Ok<llIl¶¯uPQEP¯Ql

E<\\IG¯Ok<zQ^O¶¯<^G¯Q^¯uQ^nIk¯nPIw¯I<n¯Ok<ll¯nP<n¯P<l¯DII^¯GkQIG¯Q^n`¯P<wµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

Grazing can maintain the prairie ecosystem and keep trees from competing

with the grasses. However, farmers can also harm the land by letting the cattle

eat too much of the grass. This is called overgrazing. When cattle eat the grass

faster than it can grow back, the prairie ecosystem is damaged, and the plants

and animals that live there suffer.

A more sustainable way is called grazing management. Farmers plan how

much grass their cattle can eat and move the cattle from place to place, so the

grass always has time to grow back. When grazing is managed well, the cattle

are fed and the prairie stays healthy. By balancing the needs of their cattle with

the needs of the land, farmers care for the prairie instead of harming it.

Image source: “A Cow in the Tall Grass Field of Montague County” by USDA NRCS Texas via Wikimedia Commons,

public domain.

Text sources:

Armstrong, Joe, and Brad Heins. 2026. “Grazing and Pasture Management for Cattle.” University of

Minnesota Extension.

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “North America: Resources.”

National Geographic.

Henrichs, Lisa. 1997. “Grazing as a Technique for Prairie Restoration.” Restoration and Reclamation Review,

University of Minnesota.

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “The Soil Fertility and Drainage Indexes:

Taxonomically Based, Ordinal Estimates of Relative Soil Properties.” Michigan State University.

Rutledge, Kim, Melissa McDaniel, Santani Teng, Hilary Hall, Tara Ramroop, Erin Sprout, Jeff Hunt, Diane

Boudreau, and Hilary Costa. 2026. “Prairie.” National Geographic Society.

The Nature Conservancy. 2023. “Flint Hills Ranching to Save the Tallgrass Prairie.”

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “Farm Resource Regions.” Economic Research Service.

U.S. Federal Government Agencies. 2009. “Ecoregion: Prairie Grasslands.” Climate Change, Wildlife, and

Wildlands: A Toolkit for Formal and Informal Educators.
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https://cdn.oceanservice.noaa.gov/oceanserviceprod/education/pd/climate/activities/casestudies/prairiegrasslandscase.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Different crops are grown in different states. Farmers

decide what to grow based on the local climate.

The Fruitful Rim Article

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<^G¯olI¯nPI¯o^GIk\Q^IG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`¯{\\¯`on¯w`ok

^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIkµ

Introduction

�^¯ItIkw¯kIOQ`^¶¯nPI¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯ÊuPInPIk¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯|<n¯`k

PQ\\wË¯GIEQGI¯uP<n¯N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯Ok`uµ¯�<k]Ikl¯]oln¯<G<hn¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯Q^¯`kGIk

n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯<^G¯k<QlI¯N<k]¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�<k]Q^O¯E<^¯<\l`¯P<k]¯nPI

\<^Gµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯l`Q\¯l`¯h\<^nl¯^`¯\`^OIk¯Ok`uµ¯
on

N<k]Ikl¯E<^¯olI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯hk<EnQEIl¯nP<n¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯l`¯Qn¯ln<wl¯PI<\nPw

N`k¯nPI¯NonokIµ

How Farmers Adapt to the Land

0PI¯�koQnNo\¯.Q]¯Ql¯`^I¯`N¯lItIk<\

N<k]Q^O¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯7Ilnµ¯�n¯ko^l

<\`^O¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯�`<lnµ¯0PI¯\<^G¯Ql¯<

]Qv¯`N¯PQ\\l¯<^G¯|<n¯t<\\Iwl¶¯<^G¯nPI

l`Q\¯Ql¯NIknQ\Iµ¯0PI¯E\Q]<nI¯Ql¯]Q\G¶¯Don

Qn¯EP<^OIl¯Nk`]¯h\<EI¯n`¯h\<EIµ¯/`]I

h<knl¯<kI¯E``\Ik¶¯l`]I¯h<knl¯<kI

u<k]Ik¶¯<^G¯l`]I¯h<knl¯<kI

Gkwµ°�<k]Ikl¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯nP<n¯{n¯nPI

E\Q]<nI¯uPIkI¯nPIw¯\QtIµ¯�^

7<lPQ^On`^¯<^G¯#kIO`^¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯Ql

E``\Ik¶¯nPIw¯Ok`u¯<hh\Il¶¯hI<kl¶¯<^G

EPIkkQIlµ¯�^¯�<\QN`k^Q<¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯Ql

u<k]Ik¶¯nPIw¯Ok`u¯Ok<hIl¶¯n`]<n`Il¶

<^G¯`k<^OIlµ¯7PIkI¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Gkw¶¯N<k]Ikl¯DkQ^O¯Q^¯u<nIk¯n`¯PI\h¯nPIQk¯Ek`hl

Ok`uµ¯0PQl¯Ql¯uPw¯nPI¯�koQnNo\¯.Q]¯Ok`ul¯]`ln¯`N¯�]IkQE<Ûl¯NkoQnl¯<^G

tIOIn<D\Ilµ
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How Farmers Care for the Land

#^I¯u<w¯N<k]Q^O¯E<^¯P<k]¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¯Dw¯olQ^O¯EPI]QE<\l¯E<\\IG¯hIlnQEQGIl¯n`

[Q\\¯Q^lIEnlµ¯+IlnQEQGIl¯<kI¯lohh`lIG¯n`¯[Q\\¯hIlnl¯nP<n¯G<]<OI¯nPI¯Ek`hl¯N<k]Ikl

<kI¯nkwQ^O¯n`¯Ok`uµ¯�`uItIk¶¯hIlnQEQGIl¯E<^¯<\l`¯[Q\\¯PI\hNo\¯Q^lIEnl¶¯\Q[I¯nPI¯DIIl

<^G¯`nPIk¯h`\\Q^<n`kl¯nP<n¯]<^w¯h\<^nl¯^IIGµ

�¯]`kI¯loln<Q^<D\I¯u<w¯n`¯E`^nk`\¯hIlnl¯Ql¯n`¯\In¯^<nokI¯PI\hµ¯/`]I¯PI\hNo\

Q^lIEnl¯I<n¯nPI¯hIlnl¯nP<n¯G<]<OI¯Ek`hlµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯\<GwDoOl¯I<n¯nPI¯nQ^w

Q^lIEnl¯nP<n¯GIlnk`w¯h\<^nlµ¯�N¯N<k]Ikl¯\In¯uQ\G¯h\<^nl¯Ok`u¯^I<k¯nPIQk¯{I\Gl¶

\<GwDoOl¯<^G¯`nPIk¯PI\hNo\¯Q^lIEnl¯P<tI¯<¯h\<EI¯n`¯\QtI¶¯<^G¯nPIw¯]`tI¯Q^n`¯nPI

{I\Gl¯n`¯I<n¯nPI¯hIlnlµ¯0PQl¯hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯Ek`hl¯uQnP`on¯EPI]QE<\l¯nP<n¯P<k]¯nPI

IE`lwlnI]µ°7PI^¯N<k]Ikl¯u`k[¯uQnP¯^<nokI¯nPQl¯u<w¶¯nPIw¯E<kI¯N`k¯nPI¯\<^G

Q^lnI<G¯`N¯PoknQ^O¯Qnµ

Image source: “Fruits Veggies” by Emerika via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

Text sources:

Bodreau, Diane, Melissa McDaniel, Erin Sprout, and Andrew Turgeon. 2025. “!`knP¯�]IkQE<·¯.Il`okEIl.”

National Geographic.

Gross, Liza. 2024. “�<\QN`k^Q<Õl¯/oln<Q^<D\I¯�<k]l¶¯ `GI\l¯N`k¯�OkQEo\nokI¯Q^¯7<k]Q^O¯7`k\G¶¯!IIG¯�I\h

/oktQtQ^O¯�n.” KQED.

Miller, Bradley A., Randall J. Schaetzl, and Frank Krist Jr. 2009. “0PI¯/`Q\¯�IknQ\Qnw¯<^G¯
k<Q^<OI¯�^GIvIl·

0<v`^`]QE<\\w¯
<lIG¶¯#kGQ^<\¯�lnQ]<nIl¯`N¯.I\<nQtI¯/`Q\¯+k`hIknQIl.” Michigan State University.

Needham, Alison. n.d. “0PI¯�I^nk<\¯6<\\Iw·¯�¯�kI<n¯+\<EI¯N`k¯�<k]Q^O¯Q^¯�<\QN`k^Q<.” CA GROWN Blog.

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE). 2005. “ <^<OI¯�^lIEnl¯`^¯9`ok¯�<k]¶¯/nk<nIOQIl

n`¯�^P<^EI¯
I^I{EQ<\l.”

U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2000. “�<k]¯.Il`okEI¯.IOQ`^l.” Economic Research Service.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Natural Resources and Industries Map

Directions:°/P<GI¯nPI¯n`h¯{tI¯ln<nIl¯nP<n¯hk`GoEI¯]Q^Ik<\l¶¯E`<\¶¯hInk`\Io]¶¯<^G¯u``Gµ¯�P``lI¯<¯GQNNIkI^n

E`\`k¯N`k¯I<EP¯kIl`okEI¯<^G¯Q^GQE<nI¯nPI¯E`\`k¯Q^¯nPI¯]<h¯[Iwµ¯0Iv<l¯uQ\\¯DI¯Q^¯nPI¯n`h¯{tI¯hk`GoEIkl¯`N¯nu`¯`N

nPIlI¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¶¯l`¯]<[I¯lnkQhIl¯olQ^O¯D`nP¯E`\`klµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 13 Exit Ticket

Directions: Use your map and takeaways from the stations activity and class

discussion to answer the questions below about your assigned region. Use at

least one cause-and-effect connecting word or phrase (because, so, as a result)

in your responses.

1. Circle the natural resources that are plentiful in your region:

Minerals                        Coal                        Petroleum                        Wood

2. What industries and jobs might extracting these resources create and why?

3. How might extracting these resources shape the land in your region? Could

those changes help the land, harm it, or both?
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Industries and Resources Stations

What industries do you think

use minerals?

Lesson 13: Mining, Drilling, and Logging

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Mineral Resources

Image Description

Iron: used to make steel for products like cars, beams for

large buildings, bridges, and vitamins

Copper: used for wiring and plumbing

Silver: used for electronics and jewelry

Gold: used for electronics, jewelry, saving money
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Important Minerals

We know that iron, copper,

silver, and gold are

important minerals found

in the Midwest and West.

Fun fact: The top mineral

bringing money into the

U.S. economy is none of

those. It is crushed stone.
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Uses of Crushed Stone

Crushed stone is used

for asphalt, blacktop,

concrete, and cement.

Look around you.

Where do you see

products made from

crushed stone?
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How Crushed Stone Is Mined

Rock used for crushed stone is

dug from open pits called

quarries. The rock is blasted

from quarry walls and then

crushed to different sizes.

Crushed stone is heavy, so it’s

expensive to transport. States

produce it locally if possible.

The top state that produces

crushed stone is Texas.
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Top 5 Mineral-Producing States, 2023
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What industries do you think

use coal?
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Coal Resources

Coal is a rock that

can be burned to

release energy.

It is a fossil fuel.
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How Coal Was Formed

Before the dinosaurs

lived, many giant

plants died in swamps.

Over millions of years,

the plants were buried

under water and dirt.

Heat and pressure

turned the dead plants

into coal.
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How Coal Is Mined

What is the impact on

people living in the

circled houses?

What is the impact on

the ecosystem?
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Top 5 Coal-Producing States, 2023
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What industries do you think

use petroleum?
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Petroleum Resources

Crude oil (liquid)

Natural gas (gas)

These are also called “fossil fuels” because they

are formed from the fossilized remains of

ancient plants and animals.
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Crude Oil

Crude oil is a liquid that

can be processed into

many products,

including gasoline,

heating oil, and plastic.

Crude oil is a fossil fuel

found underground in

areas that used to be

covered by ancient seas.

It is also found

underwater in the

Gulf of Mexico.
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Natural Gas

Natural gas is a gas made

mostly of methane, which

has no color or odor. It is

formed when plant and

animal remains break

down under intense

pressure and heat.

Natural gas is found

where crude oil is found.

Gas is lighter than liquid,

so it is found above

crude oil.
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How Crude Oil and Natural Gas

Were Formed
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How Oil and Natural Gas Are Drilled
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Top 5 Crude Oil–Producing States, 2022
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What industries do you think

use wood?
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Wood Resources

Wood is a natural resource

that comes from trees.

Forests grow in many

regions of the United States.

In some states, people

harvest wood from forests.

They cut it into boards called

lumber to sell.

The top states for lumber are

in the Southeast and

Northwest regions of the

United States.
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Wood Is a Renewable Resource

Good forest management

means that new trees must

be planted when mature

trees are harvested.

In Oregon there is a law

that three trees must be

planted for every tree

that is cut down.
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How Wood Is Harvested

It used to take lots of lumberjacks

to cut down trees by hand. Now,

logging companies use large

machines to do much of the work.

Cutting: cutting down the tree

and removing branches

Skidding: dragging or lifting

the tree out of the woods

Bucking: cutting the tree into

logs

Loading: loading the logs onto

trucks
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Top 5 Wood-Producing States, 2021
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Industries Word Bank
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Plan Your Ideas

Directions: Think about what you have learned about how people in your

region have adapted to the land. Choose two adaptations to write about. Use

the organizer below to plan your written response. Make sure to include

evidence from at least one source.

The Land

What is the land like

in your region?

Describe at least

one feature

(climate,

topography, or

natural resources).

Adaptation 1

How have people

adapted? Describe

one way people in

your region have

adapted to the land

or climate.

Adaptation 2

How else have

people adapted?

Describe another

way people have

adapted to the land

or climate.
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Part 2: Write a Paragraph

Directions: Use the ideas and evidence from your planning organizer to write a

paragraph that explains how people have adapted to the land in your region.

Your paragraph should do the following:

Name the feature(s) of the land.

Name two ways people have adapted to the land.

Explain why people were able to do this.

Use cause-and-effect words like because, so, or as a result.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Plan Your Ideas

Directions: Think about what you have learned about how people in your

region have adapted to the land. Choose two adaptations to write about. Use

the organizer below to plan your written response. Make sure to include

evidence from at least one source. Use the sentence starters to help you get

started.

The Land

What is the land like in

your region? Describe

at least one feature

(climate, topography, or

natural resources).

The land in ___ is…

The climate in ___ is…

Adaptation 1

How have people

adapted? Describe one

way people in your

region have adapted to

the land or climate.

One way people have

adapted to the land is…

People in my region…

Adaptation 2

How else have people

adapted? Describe

another way people

have adapted to the

land or climate.

Another way people

have adapted to the

land is…

People also…
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Part 2: Write a Paragraph

Directions: Use the ideas and evidence from your planning organizer to write a

paragraph that explains how people have adapted to the land in your region.

Your paragraph should do the following:

Name the feature(s) of the land.

Name two ways people have adapted to the land.

Explain why people were able to do this.

Use cause-and-effect words like because, so, or as a result.

You can use the sentence frames below to help you:

The land in the [ region ] is ___. The climate is ___.

As a result, people in this region ___.

They also ___ because ___.
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Cluster 3: Challenges and Responses

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Notice and Wonder Chart

Directions: You will see a series of three images. For each one, write what you

notice from looking at the image and what you wonder about it.

What I Notice What I Wonder

Image 1 Image 1

Image 2 Image 2

Image 3 Image 3
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

7S[I�kKlÇ!`nKlÇ#kQ>^SzKk

Part 1: Stop and Jot

Directions:°7PI^¯nPI¯tQGI`¯h<olIl¶¯Y`n¯G`u^¯w`ok¯nP`oOPnl¯`^¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^
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pathogen = organism that

can cause disease
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

7S[I�kKlÇ!`nKlÇ#kQ>^SzKkÇä7`kIÇ
>^Zå

Part 1: Stop and Jot


QkIEnQ`^l·°7PI^¯nPI¯tQGI`¯h<olIl¶¯Y`n¯G`u^¯w`ok¯nP`oOPnl¯`^¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^

DI\`uµ¯9`o¯G`¯^`n¯^IIG¯n`¯ukQnI¯Q^¯E`]h\InI¯lI^nI^EIlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`

PI\h¯w`o¯<^luIk¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^µ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

hkIlEkQDIG¯Dok^

<¯h\<^^IG¯<^G¯E`^nk`\\IG¯{kI¯nP<n¯Ql¯\Qn¯N`k¯<¯lhIEQ<\

hokh`lI

lnIu<kG n`¯E<kI¯N`k¯<^G¯hk`nIEn¯l`]InPQ^O

kIlQ\QI^EI

nPI¯<DQ\Qnw¯n`¯<G<hn¶¯kIE`tIk¶¯<^G¯Ok`u

{kI¯lohhkIllQ`^

nPI¯hk<EnQEI¯`N¯hkItI^nQ^O¯<\\¯{kIl

\Q<DQ\Qnw

DIQ^O¯kIlh`^lQD\I¯QN¯l`]InPQ^O¯O`Il¯uk`^O

]QlQ^N`k]<nQ`^

N<\lI¯`k¯Q^<EEok<nI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

kIG¯|<O E`^GQnQ`^l¯nP<n¯E<^¯E<olI¯G<^OIk`ol¯{kI¯DIP<tQ`k

�`u¯u`o\G¯w`o

GIlEkQDI¯�^GQOI^`ol

[^`u\IGOI¯<D`on

{kI¼

7P<n¯Ql¯`^I¯DI^I{n

`N¯P<tQ^O¯lh<EI

DInuII^¯nkIIl¼

pathogen = organism that

can cause disease

Lesson 17: Wildfires and Prescribed Burns

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


7Pw¯GQG¯hkIlEkQDIG

Dok^l¯`k¯ÊÒO``G

{kIlÓË¯ln`h¯N`k¯<¯\`^O

nQ]I¼¯7P`¯ln`hhIG

nPI]¼

7Pw¯<kI¯{kI{OPnIkl

u`kkQIG¯<D`on

G`Q^O¯<¯hkIlEkQDIG

Dok^¼

7Pw¯<kI¯l`]I

E`]]o^QnQIl

o^E`]N`kn<D\I¯uQnP

nPI¯QGI<¯`N¯<

hkIlEkQDIG¯Dok^¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI

lP`ul¯nP<n¯<

hkIlEkQDIG¯Dok^¯Ql

INNIEnQtI¼

+<kn¯�·¯.I|IEnQ`^¯-oIlnQ`^

�`u¯Ql¯�^GQOI^`ol¯[^`u\IGOI¯Q^N`k]Q^O¯P`u¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯kIlh`^G¯n`

uQ\G{kIl¯n`G<w¼

Lesson 17: Wildfires and Prescribed Burns

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


The Atlantic Plain is marked in green.

A concrete seawall along the beach.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Storm Surge Article

What Are the Challenges of Storm Surge?

/n`k]¯lokOI¯Ql¯<¯kQlI¯Q^¯lI<¯\ItI\¯nP<n

P<hhI^l¯GokQ^O¯PokkQE<^Ilµ¯7<nIk¯Ql

holPIG¯Q^¯nPI¯GQkIEnQ`^¯nP<n¯nPI¯uQ^G

Ql¯D\`uQ^Oµ¯0PI¯u<nIk¯\ItI\¯E<^

Q^EkI<lI¯Dw¯��¯NIIn¯`k¯]`kIµ¯0PQl¯E<^

DI¯<¯DQO¯hk`D\I]¯QN¯nPI¯\<^G¯`^¯nPI

E`<ln¯Ql¯|<n¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯lnIIhµ¯0PI

/`onPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl

Ql¯`^¯<¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^¯E<\\IG¯nPI

�n\<^nQE¯+\<Q^µ¯0PI¯�n\<^nQE¯+\<Q^¯Ql

<\l`¯nPI¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯nP<n¯Ql¯PQn

uQnP¯nPI¯]`ln¯PokkQE<^Ilµ

Can Storm Surge Be Predicted?

�¯O`tIk^]I^n¯<OI^Ew¯E<\\IG¯�� �¯Ê�IGIk<\¯�]IkOI^Ew¯ <^<OI]I^n¯�OI^EwË

olIl¯E`]honIkl¯n`¯hkIGQEn¯ln`k]¯lokOI¯uPI^¯<¯PokkQE<^I¯Ql¯<hhk`<EPQ^Oµ¯0PI

<OI^Ew¯u<k^l¯hI`h\I¯n`¯Òko^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯u<nIk¯<^G¯PQGI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯uQ^GµÓ¯�n¯Ql

Q]h`kn<^n¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯n<[I¯nPI¯u<k^Q^Ol¯lIkQ`ol\w¯n`¯ln<w¯l<NIµ

What Are Some Ways That People Can Mitigate the Effects

of Storm Surge?

Engineered Solutions

/I<u<\\l¯<kI¯P<kG¯lnkoEnokIl¯nP<n¯<kI¯DoQ\n¯n`

hk`nIEn¯nPI¯lP`kI¯Nk`]¯G<]<OQ^O¯u<tIl¯<^G

ln`k]¯lokOIµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯olINo\¯Q^¯<kI<l¯uPIkI

hI`h\I¯P<tI¯<\kI<Gw¯DoQ\n¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯E\`lI¯n`

nPI¯E`<ln\Q^Iµ¯/I<u<\\l¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯DIPQ^G

nPI]¯Nk`]¯Ik`lQ`^µ¯�`uItIk¶¯nPI¯N`kEI¯`N¯nPI

u<tIl¯PQnnQ^O¯nPI¯lI<u<\\¯Ik`GIl¯nPI¯DI<EP¯Q^

Nk`^n¯`N¯nPI¯lI<u<\\¯<^G¯`^¯I<EP¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI

lI<u<\\µ¯/I<u<\\l¯<kI¯IvhI^lQtI¯n`¯]<Q^n<Q^¶¯<^G

nPIw¯^IIG¯kIh<Qkl¯`tIk¯nQ]Iµ
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Nature-Based Solutions

A mangrove forest near Florida.

!<nokIÆD<lIG¯l`\onQ`^l¯olI¯h\<^nl¯nP<n¯<kI¯<\kI<Gw¯<G<hnIG¯n`¯nPI

I^tQk`^]I^n¶¯\Q[I¯uIn\<^G¯h\<^nlµ¯7PI^¯hI`h\I¯DoQ\G¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯^I<k

E`<ln\Q^Il¶¯nPIw¯`NnI^¯GIlnk`w¯uIn\<^Glµ¯0PQl¯Q^EkI<lIl¯nPI¯kQl[¯`N¯ln`k]¯lokOI

<^G¯|``GQ^Oµ¯#^I¯[Q^G¯`N¯uIn\<^G¯Ql¯<¯]<^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnµ¯ <^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnl

DkI<[¯oh¯nPI¯N`kEI¯`N¯u<tIl¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯lnI]l¯<^G¯k``nlµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯P`\G¯nPI¯l`Q\

n`OInPIk¶¯uPQEP¯hkItI^nl¯Ik`lQ`^µ¯ <^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnl¯OIn¯DQOOIk¯<^G¯]`kI¯olINo\

n`¯Po]<^l¯`tIk¯nQ]Iµ¯/`]I¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI¯h\<^nQ^O¯]<^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnl¯<l

hk`nIEnQ`^¯Nk`]¯|``GQ^Oµ¯�n¯n<[Il¯<¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯]<^Ok`tIl¯n`¯hk`tQGI

hk`nIEnQ`^¶¯l`¯Qn¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯^`n¯n`¯Eon¯nPI]¯G`u^¯uPI^¯DoQ\GQ^O¯<¯^Iu

E`]]o^Qnwµ

Text sources:

Linham, Matthew M., and Robert J. Nicholls. n.d. “Seawalls.” UN Climate Technology Centre & Network.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). n.d. “Hurricane Storm Surge.”

Rutledge, Kim, Melissa McDaniel, Santani Teng, Hilary Hall, Tara Ramroop, Erin Sprout, Jeff Hunt, Diane

Boudreau, and Hilary Costa. 2026. “Storm Surge.” National Geographic Society.

Wetlands International and The Nature Conservancy. 2014. “Mangroves for Coastal Defence: Guidelines for

Coastal Managers & Policy Makers.”

Image sources:

“Atlantic Coastal Plain” by LoveTimmy via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“View Along the Seawall” by Evelyn Simak via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

“Mangrove Forest” by Ianaré Sévi via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Storm Surge Notes Organizer

Directions: Read an article about storm surge to help answer the question:

What strategy would you propose to communities trying to mitigate storm

surge? Read in three steps: observe the source, read closely and underline

evidence, then connect the evidence to our question.

Observe: Look at visual clues.

What do the headings on the text tell you?

What is the purpose of the map?

Is the text informational or opinion?

Read: Underline important evidence.

Underline why storm surge is a problem in the Southeast.

Underline how the government predicts storm surge.

Underline how seawalls and mangrove forests mitigate storm surge.

Underline what happens to seawalls and mangroves over time.
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Connect: Use the evidence you underlined to answer the

questions.

What strategy would you propose to people trying to mitigate storm surge in

communities with buildings close to the water? Why?

What strategy would you propose to people trying to mitigate storm surge in

communities with buildings far from the water? Why?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Hurricane Katrina Notes Organizer

Directions: When the video pauses, jot down your thoughts on each question

below. You do not need to write in complete sentences.

What happened to

New Orleans

musicians and

their music

after the storm?

How did music

help New Orleans

recover and rebuild

after the storm?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Storm Surge Article (Word Bank)

Key Terms 
I{^QnQ`^

coastal plain

|<n¶¯\`u¯\<^G¯^Ivn¯n`¯nPI¯`EI<^

seawall

<¯lnk`^O¯u<\\¯DoQ\n¯<\`^O¯nPI¯lP`kI¯n`¯D\`E[¯u<tIl¯<^G

hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯DIPQ^G¯Qn

erosion

uPI^¯u<tIl¯l\`u\w¯uI<k¯<u<w¯nPI¯\<^G¯`k¯l<^G¯<^G¯E<kkw¯Qn

<u<w

wetland \`u¯\<^G¯nP<n¯Ql¯E`tIkIG¯uQnP¯u<nIk¯`k¯tIkw¯uIn

mangrove

forest

<¯Ok`oh¯`N¯nkIIl¯nP<n¯Ok`u¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¯Q^¯l<\nw¯u<nIk¶

uQnP¯nPQE[¯k``nl¯nP<n¯E`]I¯oh¯`on¯`N¯nPI¯Ok`o^G
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The Atlantic Plain is marked in green.

A concrete seawall along the beach.

What Are the Challenges of Storm Surge?

/n`k]¯lokOI¯Ql¯<¯kQlI¯Q^¯lI<¯\ItI\¯nP<n

P<hhI^l¯GokQ^O¯PokkQE<^Ilµ¯7<nIk¯Ql

holPIG¯Q^¯nPI¯GQkIEnQ`^¯nP<n¯nPI¯uQ^G

Ql¯D\`uQ^Oµ¯0PI¯u<nIk¯\ItI\¯E<^

Q^EkI<lI¯Dw¯��¯NIIn¯`k¯]`kIµ¯0PQl¯E<^

DI¯<¯DQO¯hk`D\I]¯QN¯nPI¯\<^G¯`^¯nPI

E`<ln¯Ql¯|<n¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯lnIIhµ¯0PI

/`onPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl

Ql¯`^¯< coastal plain°E<\\IG¯nPI

�n\<^nQE¯+\<Q^µ¯0PI¯�n\<^nQE¯+\<Q^¯Ql

<\l`¯nPI¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯nP<n¯Ql¯PQn

uQnP¯nPI¯]`ln¯PokkQE<^Ilµ

Can Storm Surge Be Predicted?

�¯O`tIk^]I^n¯<OI^Ew¯E<\\IG¯�� �¯Ê�IGIk<\¯�]IkOI^Ew¯ <^<OI]I^n¯�OI^EwË

olIl¯E`]honIkl¯n`¯hkIGQEn¯ln`k]¯lokOI¯uPI^¯<¯PokkQE<^I¯Ql¯<hhk`<EPQ^Oµ¯0PI

<OI^Ew¯u<k^l¯hI`h\I¯n`¯Òko^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯u<nIk¯<^G¯PQGI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯uQ^GµÓ¯�n¯Ql

Q]h`kn<^n¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯n<[I¯nPI¯u<k^Q^Ol¯lIkQ`ol\w¯n`¯ln<w¯l<NIµ

What Are Some Ways That People Can Mitigate the Effects

of Storm Surge?

Engineered Solutions

Sea walls°<kI¯P<kG¯lnkoEnokIl¯nP<n¯<kI¯DoQ\n¯n`

hk`nIEn¯nPI¯lP`kI¯Nk`]¯G<]<OQ^O¯u<tIl¯<^G

ln`k]¯lokOIµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯olINo\¯Q^¯<kI<l¯uPIkI

hI`h\I¯P<tI¯<\kI<Gw¯DoQ\n¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯E\`lI¯n`

nPI¯E`<ln\Q^Iµ¯/I<u<\\l¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<^G¯DIPQ^G

nPI]¯Nk`]¯erosionµ¯�`uItIk¶¯nPI¯N`kEI¯`N¯nPI

u<tIl¯PQnnQ^O¯nPI¯lI<u<\\¯Ik`GIl¯nPI¯DI<EP¯Q^

Nk`^n¯`N¯nPI¯lI<¯u<\\¯<^G¯`^¯I<EP¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI

lI<u<\\µ¯/I<u<\\l¯<kI¯IvhI^lQtI¯n`¯]<Q^n<Q^¶¯<^G

nPIw¯^IIG¯kIh<Qkl¯`tIk¯nQ]Iµ
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Nature-Based Solutions

A mangrove forest near Florida.

!<nokIÆD<lIG¯l`\onQ`^l¯olI¯h\<^nl¯nP<n¯<kI¯<\kI<Gw¯<G<hnIG¯n`¯nPI

I^tQk`^]I^n¶¯\Q[I¯wetland°h\<^nlµ¯7PI^¯hI`h\I¯DoQ\G¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯^I<k

E`<ln\Q^Il¶¯nPIw¯`NnI^¯GIlnk`w¯uIn\<^Glµ¯0PQl¯Q^EkI<lIl¯nPI¯kQl[¯`N¯ln`k]¯lokOI

<^G¯|``GQ^Oµ¯#^I¯[Q^G¯`N¯uIn\<^G¯Ql¯< mangrove forestµ¯ <^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnl

DkI<[¯oh¯nPI¯N`kEI¯`N¯u<tIl¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯lnI]l¯<^G¯k``nlµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯P`\G¯nPI¯l`Q\

n`OInPIk¶¯uPQEP¯hkItI^nl¯Ik`lQ`^µ¯ <^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnl¯OIn¯DQOOIk¯<^G¯]`kI¯olINo\

n`¯Po]<^l¯`tIk¯nQ]Iµ¯/`]I¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI¯h\<^nQ^O¯]<^Ok`tI¯N`kIlnl¯<l

hk`nIEnQ`^¯Nk`]¯|``GQ^Oµ¯�n¯n<[Il¯<¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯]<^Ok`tIl¯n`¯hk`tQGI

hk`nIEnQ`^¶¯l`¯Qn¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯^`n¯n`¯Eon¯nPI]¯G`u^¯uPI^¯DoQ\GQ^O¯<¯^Iu

E`]]o^Qnwµ

Text sources:

Linham, Matthew M., and Robert J. Nicholls. n.d. “Seawalls.” UN Climate Technology Centre & Network.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). n.d. “Hurricane Storm Surge.”

Rutledge, Kim, Melissa McDaniel, Santani Teng, Hilary Hall, Tara Ramroop, Erin Sprout, Jeff Hunt, Diane

Boudreau, and Hilary Costa. 2026. “Storm Surge.” National Geographic Society.

Wetlands International and The Nature Conservancy. 2014. “Mangroves for Coastal Defence: Guidelines for

Coastal Managers & Policy Makers.”

Image sources:

“Atlantic Coastal Plain” by LoveTimmy via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“View Along the Seawall” by Evelyn Simak via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

“Mangrove Forest” by Ianaré Sévi via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Storm Surge Notes Organizer (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Read an article about storm surge to help answer the question:

What strategy would you propose to communities trying to mitigate storm

surge? Read in three steps: observe the source, read closely and underline

evidence, then connect the evidence to our question. Use the sentence frames

to help you write your responses.

Observe: Look at visual clues.

What do the headings on the text tell you?

What is the purpose of the map?

Is the text informational or opinion? Circle one.

informational                        opinion

Read: Underline important evidence.

Underline why storm surge is a problem in the Southeast.

Underline how the government predicts storm surge.

Underline how seawalls and mangrove forests mitigate storm surge.

Underline what happens to seawalls and mangroves over time.
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Connect: Use the evidence you underlined to answer the

questions.

What strategy would you propose to people trying to mitigate storm surge in

communities with buildings close to the water? Why?

A ___ is the best way to mitigate storm surge in communities with buildings

close to the water. This is because ___.

What strategy would you propose to people trying to mitigate storm surge in

communities with buildings far from the water? Why?

A ___ is the best way to mitigate storm surge in communities with buildings far

from the water. This is because ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Coastal Flooding Article

What Causes Coastal Flooding in the Northeast?

Nor’easters

!`kÛI<lnIkl¯N`k]¯uPI^¯E`\G

<Qk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯^`knP¯]IInl

u<k]¶¯uIn¯<Qk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯`EI<^µ

0PIw¯DkQ^O¯lnk`^O¯uQ^Gl¯<^G

k`oOP¯u<tIl¯nP<n¯holP¯`EI<^

u<nIk¯`^n`¯nPI¯lP`kIµ¯1^\Q[I

PokkQE<^Il¶¯uPQEP¯]`tI

joQE[\w¶¯^`kÛI<lnIkl¯]`tI

l\`u\w¯<^G¯E<^¯ln<w¯`tIk¯nPI

E`<ln¯N`k¯]<^w¯P`oklµ¯0PQl

OQtIl¯nPI¯u<nIk¯]`kI¯nQ]I¯n`

|``G¯k`<Gl¶¯P`]Il¶¯<^G

^IQOPD`kP``Glµ

Sea Level Rise

0PI¯lI<¯\ItI\¯`NN¯nPI¯E`<ln¯`N¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯Ql¯<D`on¯�¯Q^EPIl¯PQOPIk¯n`G<w¯nP<^

Qn¯u<l¯Q^¯����µ¯/EQI^nQlnl¯E`^^IEn¯nPQl¯kQlI¯n`¯E\Q]<nI¯EP<^OI¶¯uPQEP¯Ql¯u<k]Q^O

nPI¯`EI<^l¯<^G¯]I\nQ^O¯QEIµ¯�tI^¯<¯l]<\\¯kQlI¯Q^¯lI<¯\ItI\¯]I<^l¯ln`k]¯u<tIl

ln<kn¯Nk`]¯<¯PQOPIk¯h`Q^n¯<^G¯kI<EP¯NoknPIk¯Q^\<^G¯nP<^¯nPIw¯olIG¯n`µ¯/EQI^nQlnl

IvhIEn¯nPI¯lI<¯\ItI\¯n`¯[IIh¯kQlQ^O¶¯uPQEP¯]I<^l¯E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¯uQ\\¯P<hhI^

]`kI¯`NnI^¯<^G¯E<olI¯]`kI¯G<]<OI¯`tIk¯nQ]Iµ

Overdevelopment

�`<ln<\¯uIn\<^Gl¯\Q[I¯l<\n¯]<klPIl¯`^EI¯l`<[IG¯oh¯u<nIk¯Nk`]¯ln`k]l¯\Q[I¯<

lh`^OI¶¯[IIhQ^O¯Qn¯Nk`]¯kI<EPQ^O¯^I<kDw¯E`]]o^QnQIlµ¯#wlnIk¯kIINl¯<\l`¯\Q^IG

]oEP¯`N¯nPI¯E`<ln¶¯DkI<[Q^O¯oh¯u<tIl¯DIN`kI¯nPIw¯kI<EPIG¯nPI¯lP`kIµ¯#tIk

nQ]I¶¯hI`h\I¯DoQ\n¯P`]Il¶¯k`<Gl¶¯<^G¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<lnµ¯+I`h\I¯<\l`

n``[¯n``¯]<^w¯`wlnIkl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯u<nIkµ¯�l¯nPIlI¯^<nok<\¯hk`nIEnQ`^l

GQl<hhI<kIG¶¯E`<ln<\¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯\`ln¯l`]I¯`N¯nPIQk¯GINI^lIl¯<O<Q^ln¯|``GQ^Oµ
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How Are Communities Responding to Coastal Flooding?

Managed Retreat

/`]I¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI¯EP``lQ^O¯<¯lnk<nIOw¯E<\\IG¯]<^<OIG¯kInkI<n¶¯uPQEP

]I<^l¯]`tQ^O¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯<u<w¯Nk`]¯nPI¯lP`kI¯Q^lnI<G¯`N¯nkwQ^O¯n`

P`\G¯nPI¯u<nIk¯D<E[µ¯�`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯]<w¯EkI<nI¯ko\Il¯<D`on¯uPIkI¯^Iu

DoQ\GQ^Ol¯E<^¯<^G¯E<^^`n¯DI¯DoQ\n¯`k¯`NNIk¯n`¯Dow¯P`]Il¯Nk`]¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯<kI<l

nP<n¯`NnI^¯|``Gµ¯ <^<OIG¯kInkI<n¯E<^¯DI¯P<kG¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯]I<^l¯\I<tQ^O¯P`]Il

<^G¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯\`tIµ¯
on¯Q^¯h\<EIl¯uPIkI¯|``GQ^O¯[IIhl¯OInnQ^O

u`klI¶¯l`]I¯n`u^l¯<kI¯EP``lQ^O¯nPQl¯lnk<nIOw¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯u`k[l¯uQnP¯^<nokI

k<nPIk¯nP<^¯<O<Q^ln¯Qnµ

Oyster Reef Restoration

#wlnIkl¯uIkI¯`^EI¯<¯h\I^nQNo\¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEI¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¯`N¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnµ

�oOI¯kIINl¯E`tIkIG¯nPI¯lP`kI\Q^Iµ¯#tIk¯nQ]I¶¯hI`h\I¯n``[¯n``¯]<^w¯`wlnIkl¶

<^G¯]oEP¯`N¯nP<n¯^<nok<\¯hk`nIEnQ`^¯GQl<hhI<kIGµ¯#wlnIk¯kIINl¯E<^¯<En¯\Q[I¯<

^<nok<\¯lI<u<\\µ¯0PIw¯DkI<[¯oh¯nPI¯N`kEI¯`N¯u<tIl¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯u<tIl¯kI<EP¯nPI

lP`kIµ¯�¯E`^EkInI¯lI<u<\\¯^IIGl¯n`¯DI¯kIDoQ\n¯`tIk¯nQ]I¶¯Don¯<^¯`wlnIk¯kIIN

[IIhl¯Ok`uQ^O¯ohu<kG¯<l¯lI<¯\ItI\l¯kQlIµ¯�^¯ <ll<EPolInnl¶¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O

0kQDI¯`N¯�<hI¯�`G¯Ql¯kIln`kQ^O¯`wlnIkl¯n`¯nPI¯u<nIkl¯`N¯�<hI¯�`G¯uQnP¯nPI¯PI\h

`N¯O`tIk^]I^n¯No^GQ^Oµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯olQ^O¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk

h<llIG¯G`u^¯`tIk¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<klµ
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Text sources:

�`\o]DQ<¯�\Q]<nI¯/EP``\µ¯����µ¯ÒLosing a Hectare of Wetlands Could Cost $8,000 Per Year in Flood

DamagesµÓ

�^GQ<^¯�`o^nkw¯0`G<wµ¯����µ¯ÒMashpee Wampanoag Tribe Restores Water with OystersÓ¯ÎtQGI`Ïµ

#N{EI¯`N¯�<DQn<n¯�`^lIkt<nQ`^µ¯����µ¯ÒOyster Reef HabitatµÓ¯!#��¯�QlPIkQIlµ

/I<�ItI\.QlIµ`kOµ¯^µGµ¯ÒMassachusetts’ Sea Level Is RisingµÓ

1^QtIklQnw¯`N¯6QkOQ^Q<µ¯^µGµ¯ÒNor’eastersµÓ

7`\]<^¶¯�`kG<^µ¯����µ¯ÒClimate Reckoning: Mass. Communities Stare Down the Prospect—and

Complications—of a Retreat from Rising WatersµÓ¯CommonWealth Beaconµ

Image sources:

Ò
`u^n`u^¯
`o^G¯
k``[¶¯!�¯�\``GQ^O¯Nk`]¯/hkQ^O¯!`kÕI<lnIkÓ¯Dw¯�[I]¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE

G`]<Q^µ

Ò�I<k^Q^O¯�D`on¯/<\n¯ <klP¯.Iln`k<nQ`^Ó¯Dw¯nPI¯1µ/µ¯�QlP¯<^G¯7Q\G\QNI¯/IktQEI¶¯!`knPI<ln¯.IOQ`^¶¯tQ<

7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Coastal Flooding Notes Organizer

Directions: �l¯w`o¯u<nEP¯nPI¯tQGI`¯<^G¯kI<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¶¯olI¯nPI¯`kO<^QzIk¯n`

n<[I¯^`nIl¯`^¯nPI¯E<olIl¯<^G¯Q]h<Enl¯`N¯E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¯<^G¯nPI¯lnk<nIOQIl

nP<n¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI¯olQ^O¯n`¯kIlh`^G¯n`¯E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^Oµ

Causes

7P<n¯E<olIl

E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¼

Impacts

�`u¯G`Il

E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O

<NNIEn¯hI`h\I¯<^G

E`]]o^QnQIl¼

Strategies

�`u¯<kI

E`]]o^QnQIl

u`k[Q^O¯n`¯]QnQO<nI

E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Coastal Flooding Notes Organizer (Word Bank)

Directions: �l¯w`o¯u<nEP¯nPI¯tQGI`¯<^G¯kI<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¶¯olI¯nPI¯`kO<^QzIk¯n`

n<[I¯^`nIl¯`^¯nPI¯E<olIl¯<^G¯Q]h<Enl¯`N¯E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¯<^G¯nPI¯lnk<nIOQIl

nP<n¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI¯olQ^O¯n`¯kIlh`^G¯n`¯E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^Oµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG

D<^[ n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯^`nIÆn<[Q^Oµ

Word Bank

nor’easter storm surge sea level rise climate change

over-

development

seawall  managed retreat

oyster reef

restoration

Causes

7P<n¯E<olIl

E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¼

Impacts

�`u¯G`Il

E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O

<NNIEn¯hI`h\I¯<^G

E`]]o^QnQIl¼

Strategies

�`u¯<kI

E`]]o^QnQIl

u`k[Q^O¯n`¯]QnQO<nI

E`<ln<\¯|``GQ^O¼
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Discussion Diamond

Directions: Follow the steps below to answer the cluster’s Supporting

Question: How do communities respond to regional challenges in the United

States?

1. Write your name on the line in the corner facing you.

2. Think silently about the question.

3. Write your answer to the question in your corner of the Discussion

Diamond. Use evidence from at least one cluster source.

4. Share your response with the group. Listen to the other group members’

responses.

5. Work together to summarize the group’s discussion. Choose one group

member to write that summary in the center of the Discussion Diamond.

Lesson 20: Putting It Together

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States
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Discussion Diamond (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Follow the steps below to answer the cluster’s Supporting

Question: How do communities respond to regional challenges in the United

States?

1. Write your name on the line in the corner facing you.

2. Think silently about the question.

3. Write your answer to the question in your corner of the Discussion

Diamond. Use evidence from at least one cluster source.

4. Share your response with the group. Listen to the other group members’

responses.

5. Work together to summarize the group’s discussion. Choose one group

member to write that summary in the center of the Discussion Diamond.

Use the sentence frames to help you write your response.

One way communities respond to ___ is ___.

This strategy helps because ___.

I found evidence of this in ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task

Directions: Imagine you are a community leader who wants to protect your

community from a natural disaster. FEMA is a government agency that gives

money, called a grant, to communities that need funding for strategies to

reduce harm from future disasters. Choose one regional challenge to focus on

and use the organizer below to write a grant proposal asking FEMA to fund

your strategy.

To the FEMA Grant Review Committee,

Recommendation statement: Name the natural disaster and the strategy you

are recommending that FEMA fund.

Why this challenge is serious: Describe the natural disaster, what causes it,

and how it affects communities.
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Why this strategy works: Explain how the strategy addresses the challenge

and why it is most effective.

Who should receive funding: Name who the grant should go to and why.

Sincerely,

(your name)
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Imagine you are a community leader who wants to protect your

community from a natural disaster. FEMA is a government agency that gives

money, called a grant, to communities that need funding for strategies to

reduce harm from future disasters. Choose one regional challenge to focus on

and use the organizer and sentence frames below to write a grant proposal

asking FEMA to fund your strategy.

To the FEMA Grant Review Committee,

Recommendation statement: Name the natural disaster and the strategy you

are recommending that FEMA fund.

I recommend FEMA fund ___ to address ___.

Lesson 21: Formative Assessment
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Why this challenge is serious: Describe the natural disaster, what causes it,

and how it affects communities.

___ is a serious natural disaster that mostly impacts the ___ region.

It is caused by ___ and affects communities by ___.

Why this strategy works: Explain how the strategy addresses the challenge

and why it is most effective.

This strategy is effective because ___. Evidence from ___ shows that ___.
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Who should receive funding: Name who the grant should go to and why.

I recommend FEMA give this grant to ___ because ___.

Sincerely,

(your name)
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Regions of the United States Content

Assessment

Section 1: Geography

Directions: 
I\`u¯Ql¯<¯]<h¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯lP`uQ^O¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯{tI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯kIOQ`^l¯w`o¯lnoGQIG¯Q^¯nPQl¯o^Qnµ
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Student Material
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 <h¯�GI^nQ{E<nQ`^

1. What natural resource appears in all states in the Midwest?

2. What natural resource appears in almost every state along the coast?

3. What natural resource does Massachusetts have?

 <h¯�^<\wlQl

4. Choose one region. How have people there adapted to use a natural resource

shown on the map?
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions: 
k<u¯<¯\Q^I¯DInuII^¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯<^G¯nPI¯]<nEPQ^O

GI{^QnQ`^µ

6`E<Do\<kw¯7`kG �`^^IEnQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^

<G<hn

<¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯<kI<

uQnP¯E`]]`^

NI<nokIl

loln<Q^<D\I

n`¯EP<^OI¯n`¯{n

nPI¯I^tQk`^]I^n

Eo\nokI

<¯u<w¯`N¯olQ^O¯<

kIl`okEI¯uPQ\I

\I<tQ^O¯I^`oOP¯N`k

nPI¯NonokI

kIOQ`^

<¯loGGI^¯ItI^n¯Q^

^<nokI¯nP<n¯E<olIl¯<

\`n¯`N¯G<]<OI¶¯loEP

<l¯<¯|``G¶¯ln`k]¶

Gk`oOPn¶¯`k¯uQ\G{kI

^<nok<\¯GQl<lnIk

nPI¯[^`u\IGOI¶

DI\QINl¶¯<^G¯u<w¯`N

\QNI¯lP<kIG¯Dw¯<

Ok`oh¯`N¯hI`h\I

Lesson 22: Unit Synthesis

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Section 3: Social Studies Past and Present

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯DI\`u¯Nk`]¯<¯kIlQGI^n¯`N¯/EQno<nI¶¯ <ll<EPolInnl¶

<^G¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯N`\\`uµ

Ú+I`h\I¯Q^¯/EQno<nI¯<kI¯]`kI¯`hI^¯n`¯nPI¯kI<\Qnw¯`N¯E\Q]<nI¯EP<^OI¯<^G

P`u¯QnÛl¯Q]h<EnQ^O¯`ok¯E`<lnl¯uQnP¯nPIlI¯ln`k]lµ¯0PIkI¯u<l¯<\u<wl¯<

GID<nI¯<l¯n`¯`[<w¶¯P`u¯N<ln¯Ql¯nPI¯lI<¯\ItI\¯kQlQ^O¶¯G`¯uI¯kI<\\w¯^IIG¯n`

n<[I¯nPIlI¯Gk<lnQE¯lnIhl¼¯
on¯�¯nPQ^[¯nPQl¯\<ln¯ln`k]¯Q^¯ <kEP¯GI{^QnI\w

GI]`^lnk<nIG¯nP<n¯wIl¶¯nPI¯lI<¯\ItI\¯P<l¯EIkn<Q^\w¯kQlI^¯n`¯<¯\ItI\¯nP<n

^IIGl¯<GGkIllQ^O¯l``^Ik¯k<nPIk¯nP<^¯\<nIkµÚ

È.IlQGI^n¯`N¯/EQno<nI¶¯ <ll<EPolInnl

�µ¯7P<n¯kIOQ`^<\¯EP<\\I^OI¯Ql¯nPQl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯N<EQ^O¼¯1lI¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯GIn<Q\

Nk`]¯nPI¯jo`nI¯Q^¯w`ok¯<^luIkµ

�µ¯7P<n¯G`Il¯nPI¯lhI<[Ik¯nPQ^[¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯^IIG¯n`¯G`¯Q^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯nPQl

EP<\\I^OI¼¯
`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯nPQl¯Ql¯nPI¯kQOPn¯kIlh`^lI¼¯1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn

n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯<^luIkµ
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Section 4: Paragraph Response

Directions: �P``lI¯`^I¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯nP<n¯w`o¯lnoGQIGµ¯7kQnI¯<

h<k<Ok<hP¯Ivh\<Q^Q^O¯P`u¯GQtIklI¯hI`h\Il¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯<^G

<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯`nPIk¯Ok`oh¶¯P<tI¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯`N¯nP<n¯kIOQ`^µ¯�^¯w`ok

h<k<Ok<hP¶¯DI¯lokI¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^·

7PQEP¯kIOQ`^¯w`o¯EP`lI

�`u¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯P<tI¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯`N¯nP<n¯kIOQ`^

�`u¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯Q]]QOk<^n¯Ok`oh¯P<l¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯`N¯nP<n¯kIOQ`^

�n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯lhIEQ{E¯Iv<]h\I¯`N¯<¯Eo\nok<\¯E`^nkQDonQ`^¯ÊloEP¯<l¯N``G¶

]olQE¶¯<kn¶¯`k¯nk<GQnQ`^lË
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Regions of the United States Content

Assessment (Sentence Frames)

Section 1: Geography

Directions: 
I\`u¯Ql¯<¯]<h¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯lP`uQ^O¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯{tI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯kIOQ`^l¯w`o¯lnoGQIG¯Q^¯nPQl¯o^Qnµ
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 <h¯�GI^nQ{E<nQ`^

1. What natural resource appears in all states in the Midwest?

2. What natural resource appears in almost every state along the coast?

3. What natural resource does Massachusetts have?

 <h¯�^<\wlQl

4. Choose one region. How have people there adapted to use a natural

resource shown on the map?

The ___ region has ___. People there ___.
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions: 
k<u¯<¯\Q^I¯DInuII^¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯<^G¯nPI¯]<nEPQ^O

GI{^QnQ`^µ

6`E<Do\<kw¯7`kG �`^^IEnQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^

<G<hn

<¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯<kI<

uQnP¯E`]]`^

NI<nokIl

loln<Q^<D\I

n`¯EP<^OI¯n`¯{n

nPI¯I^tQk`^]I^n

Eo\nokI

<¯u<w¯`N¯olQ^O¯<

kIl`okEI¯uPQ\I

\I<tQ^O¯I^`oOP¯N`k

nPI¯NonokI

kIOQ`^

<¯loGGI^¯ItI^n¯Q^

^<nokI¯nP<n¯E<olIl¯<

\`n¯`N¯G<]<OI¶¯loEP

<l¯<¯|``G¶¯ln`k]¶

Gk`oOPn¶¯`k¯uQ\G{kI

^<nok<\¯GQl<lnIk

nPI¯[^`u\IGOI¶

DI\QINl¶¯<^G¯u<w¯`N

\QNI¯lP<kIG¯Dw¯<

Ok`oh¯`N¯hI`h\I
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Section 3: Social Studies Past and Present

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯DI\`u¯Nk`]¯<¯kIlQGI^n¯`N¯/EQno<nI¶¯ <ll<EPolInnl¶

<^G¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯N`\\`uµ¯1lI¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o

ukQnI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIlµ

Ò+I`h\I¯Q^¯/EQno<nI¯<kI¯]`kI¯`hI^¯n`¯nPI¯kI<\Qnw¯`N¯E\Q]<nI¯EP<^OI¯<^G

P`u¯QnÛl¯Q]h<EnQ^O¯`ok¯E`<lnl¯uQnP¯nPIlI¯ln`k]lµ¯0PIkI¯u<l¯<\u<wl¯<

GID<nI¯<l¯n`¯`[<w¶¯P`u¯N<ln¯Ql¯nPI¯lI<¯\ItI\¯kQlQ^O¶¯G`¯uI¯kI<\\w¯^IIG¯n`

n<[I¯nPIlI¯Gk<lnQE¯lnIhl¼¯
on¯�¯nPQ^[¯nPQl¯\<ln¯ln`k]¯Q^¯ <kEP¯GI{^QnI\w

GI]`^lnk<nIG¯nP<n¯wIl¶¯nPI¯lI<¯\ItI\¯P<l¯EIkn<Q^\w¯kQlI^¯n`¯<¯\ItI\¯nP<n

^IIGl¯<GGkIllQ^O¯l``^Ik¯k<nPIk¯nP<^¯\<nIkµÓ

È.IlQGI^n¯`N¯/EQno<nI¶¯ <ll<EPolInnl

�µ¯7P<n¯kIOQ`^<\¯EP<\\I^OI¯Ql¯nPQl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯N<EQ^O¼¯1lI¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯GIn<Q\

Nk`]¯nPI¯jo`nI¯Q^¯w`ok¯<^luIkµ

The community in Scituate is facing ___ caused by ___. The speaker says ___.
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�µ¯7P<n¯G`Il¯nPI¯lhI<[Ik¯nPQ^[¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯^IIG¯n`¯G`¯Q^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯nPQl

EP<\\I^OI¼¯
`¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯nPQl¯Ql¯nPI¯kQOPn¯kIlh`^lI¼¯1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn

n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯<^luIkµ

0PI¯lhI<[Ik¯nPQ^[l¯___µ¯�tQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯___µ

Section 4: Paragraph Response

Directions: �P``lI¯`^I¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯nP<n¯w`o¯lnoGQIGµ¯7kQnI¯<

h<k<Ok<hP¯Ivh\<Q^Q^O¯P`u¯GQtIklI¯hI`h\Il¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯<^G

<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯`nPIk¯Ok`oh¶¯P<tI¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯`N¯nP<n¯kIOQ`^µ¯�^¯w`ok

h<k<Ok<hP¶¯DI¯lokI¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^·

7PQEP¯kIOQ`^¯w`o¯EP`lI

�`u¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯P<tI¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯`N¯nP<n¯kIOQ`^

�`u¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯Q]]QOk<^n¯Ok`oh¯P<l¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯`N¯nP<n¯kIOQ`^

�n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯lhIEQ{E¯Iv<]h\I¯`N¯<¯Eo\nok<\¯E`^nkQDonQ`^¯ÊloEP¯<l¯N``G¶

]olQE¶¯<kn¶¯`k¯nk<GQnQ`^lË

9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPIlI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯Gk<Nn¯w`ok¯h<k<Ok<hP¯kIlh`^lI·

0PI¯___¯kIOQ`^¯P<l¯DII^¯lP<hIG¯Dw¯___µ

�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯\Q[I¯___¯lP<hIG¯nPI¯kIOQ`^¯Dw¯___µ

�<nIk¶¯___¯<\l`¯E`^nkQDonIG¯n`¯nPI¯Eo\nokI¯Dw¯___µ¯#^I¯lhIEQ{E¯Iv<]h\I¯Ql¯___µ
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Flooding Strategy Cards

Image Description

Early Warning and Evacuation Systems

7PI^¯<¯ln`k]¯Ql¯E`]Q^O¶¯n`u^¯<^G¯EQnw¯\I<GIkl¯E<^¯u<k^

hI`h\I¯I<k\w¯l`¯nPIw¯P<tI¯nQ]I¯n`¯]`tI¯n`¯l<NInw¯DIN`kI¯nPI

|``G¯<kkQtIlµ¯7I<nPIk¯N`kIE<lnl¶¯I]IkOI^Ew¯<\Iknl¯`^¯hP`^Il¶

<^G¯\`E<\¯<^^`o^EI]I^nl¯PI\h¯lhkI<G¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯7PInPIk

|``GQ^O¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯nPI¯`EI<^¯`k¯Nk`]¯`tIk|`uQ^O¯kQtIkl¶

P<tQ^O¯<¯u<k^Q^O¯lwlnI]¯Q^¯h\<EI¯<PI<G¯`N¯nQ]I¯PI\hl

E`]]o^QnQIl¯ln<w¯l<NIkµ¯0`u^l¯E<^¯<\l`¯h\<^¯l<NI¯k`onIl¯<^G

I]IkOI^Ew¯lPI\nIkl¯<PI<G¯`N¯nQ]I¶¯l`¯nP<n¯uPI^¯<¯|``G¯G`Il

P<hhI^¶¯hI`h\I¯[^`u¯Iv<En\w¯uP<n¯n`¯G`¯<^G¯uPIkI¯n`¯O`µ
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Infrastructure Upgrades

 <^w¯hQhIl¯<^G¯ln`k]¯Gk<Q^l¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯<kI¯`tIk¯���

wI<kl¯`\G¯<^G¯uIkI¯DoQ\n¯N`k¯\Ill¯k<Q^¯nP<^¯uI¯OIn¯^`uµ¯7PI^

n``¯]oEP¯k<Q^¯N<\\l¯n``¯N<ln¶¯`tIkuPI\]IG¯Gk<Q^l¯E<olI¯lnkIInl

<^G¯D<lI]I^nl¯n`¯|``Gµ¯0`u^¯<^G¯EQnw¯\I<GIkl¯E<^¯ohOk<GI

hQhIl¯<^G¯Gk<Q^l¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯^Ivn¯DQO¯ln`k]¶¯PI\hQ^O¯k<Q^u<nIk

]`tI¯<u<w¯N<lnIkµ¯
oQ\GQ^O¯|``G¯hk`nIEnQ`^¯Q^n`¯k`<Gl¯<^G

Gk<Q^<OI¯lwlnI]l¯^`u¯]I<^l¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯E<^¯P<^G\I

DQOOIk¯ln`k]l¯Q^¯nPI¯NonokIµ

Seawalls

�¯lI<u<\\¯Ql¯<¯lnk`^O¯u<\\¯DoQ\n¯<\`^O¯nPI¯lP`kI¯n`¯P`\G¯D<E[

`EI<^¯u<nIk¯GokQ^O¯ln`k]l¯<^G¯PQOP¯nQGIlµ¯0`u^¯<^G¯ln<nI

\I<GIkl¯DoQ\G¯lI<u<\\l¯Nk`]¯P<kG¯]<nIkQ<\l¯\Q[I¯E`^EkInI¯`k

lnII\¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯E`<ln<\¯P`]Il¯<^G¯lnkIInl¯Nk`]¯u<tIl¯<^G

ln`k]¯lokOIµ¯0PI¯n`u^¯`N¯/EQno<nI¶¯ <ll<EPolInnl¶¯GIhI^Gl

`^¯lI<u<\\l¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯Qnl¯^IQOPD`kP``Gl¯Nk`]¯^`kÛI<lnIklµ

�`uItIk¶¯h`uIkNo\¯ln`k]l¯<^G¯kQlQ^O¯lI<l¯E<^¯G<]<OI

lI<u<\\l¯`k¯lI^G¯u<tIl¯`tIk¯nPI¯n`hµ
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Levees

�¯\ItII¯Ql¯<¯\`^O¯u<\\¯`N¯h<E[IG¯I<knP¯DoQ\n¯<\`^O¯<¯kQtIk¯`k¯\`uÆ

\wQ^O¯<kI<¯n`¯P`\G¯D<E[¯|``Gu<nIk¯DIN`kI¯Qn¯kI<EPIl¯P`]Il

<^G¯lnkIInlµ¯0`u^¯<^G¯ln<nI¯\I<GIkl¯DoQ\G¯\ItIIl¯l`¯nP<n¯uPI^

kQtIkl¯`tIk|`u¯Nk`]¯PI<tw¯k<Q^¶¯nPIkI¯Ql¯<¯D<kkQIk¯DInuII^¯nPI

kQlQ^O¯u<nIk¯<^G¯nPI¯E`]]o^Qnwµ¯7PI^¯<¯|``G¯Ql¯E`]Q^O¶

E`]]o^QnQIl¯E<^¯<\l`¯DoQ\G¯nI]h`k<kw¯\ItIIl¯`on¯`N

l<^GD<Ol¶¯u`k[Q^O¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯ln<E[¯nPI]¯<\`^O¯nPI¯u<nIkµ

�Q[I¯lI<u<\\l¶¯hIk]<^I^n¯\ItIIl¯]oln¯DI¯kIh<QkIG¯Dw¯n`u^

\I<GIkl¯`tIk¯nQ]I¯n`¯[IIh¯u`k[Q^Oµ

Marsh Mats

/`]I¯E`<ln\Q^Il¶¯\Q[I¯h<knl¯`N¯
`ln`^¯�<kD`k¶¯^`¯\`^OIk¯P<tI

nPI¯^<nok<\¯]<klPIl¯nP<n¯`^EI¯hk`nIEnIG¯nPI]¯Nk`]¯`EI<^

u<tIlµ¯�¯Ok`oh¯`N¯lEQI^nQlnl¯<^G¯I^OQ^IIkl¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯�]Ik<\G

0ono°Ql¯nIlnQ^O¯<¯^Iu¯lnk<nIOw¯Q^¯
`ln`^¯�<kD`k·¯|`<nQ^O¯]<nl

`N¯]<klP¯Ok<ll¯nP<n¯l`<[¯oh¯nPI¯I^IkOw¯`N¯`EI<^¯u<tIl¯DIN`kI

nPIw¯kI<EP¯nPI¯lP`kI¶¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`¯P`u¯<¯kI<\¯]<klP¯u`k[lµ¯0PQl

lnk<nIOw¯Ql¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯olINo\¯Q^¯EQnQIl¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¶¯uPIkI

nPIkI¯Ql¯^`¯k``]¯n`¯kIln`kI¯<¯No\\¯uIn\<^Gµ

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Oyster Reef Restoration

#wlnIkl¯uIkI¯`^EI¯<¯h\I^nQNo\¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEI¯<\`^O¯nPI

 <ll<EPolInnl¯E`<lnµ¯�oOI¯kIINl¯E`tIkIG¯nPI¯lP`kI\Q^Iµ¯#tIk

nQ]I¶¯hI`h\I¯n``[¯n``¯]<^w¯`wlnIkl¶¯<^G¯]oEP¯`N¯nP<n¯^<nok<\

hk`nIEnQ`^¯GQl<hhI<kIGµ¯#wlnIk¯kIINl¯E<^¯<En¯\Q[I¯<¯^<nok<\

lI<u<\\µ¯0PIw¯DkI<[¯oh¯nPI¯N`kEI¯`N¯u<tIl¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯u<tIl

kI<EP¯nPI¯lP`kIµ¯�¯E`^EkInI¯lI<u<\\¯^IIGl¯n`¯DI¯kIDoQ\n¯`tIk

nQ]I¶¯Don¯<^¯`wlnIk¯kIIN¯[IIhl¯Ok`uQ^O¯ohu<kG¯<l¯lI<¯\ItI\l

kQlIµ¯0`G<w¶¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¯0kQDI¯Ql¯kIln`kQ^O¯`wlnIkl¯n`¯nPI

u<nIkl¯`N¯�<hI¯�`G¯uQnP¯nPI¯PI\h¯`N¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Ok<^nlµ¯0PIw

<kI¯olQ^O¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk¯h<llIG¯G`u^¯`tIk

nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<klµ

Managed Retreat

.<nPIk¯nP<^¯nkwQ^O¯n`¯P`\G¯D<E[¯`EI<^¯u<nIk¯uQnP¯u<\\l¶¯l`]I

E`<ln<\¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI¯EP``lQ^O¯]<^<OIG¯kInkI<nµ¯
w

<EnQ^O¯DIN`kI¯|``GQ^O¯OInl¯u`klI¶¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯]`tI

DoQ\GQ^Ol¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯<u<w¯Nk`]¯nPI¯lP`kI¯<^G¯\In¯nPI¯E`<ln

DI¯^<nok<\¯<O<Q^µ¯�`]]o^QnQIl¯]<w¯EkI<nI¯ko\Il¯<D`on¯uPIkI

^Iu¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯E<^¯DI¯DoQ\n¶¯`k¯Dow¯P`]Il¯Nk`]¯hI`h\I¯Q^

|``GÆhk`^I¯<kI<lµ¯ <^<OIG¯kInkI<n¯E<^¯DI¯P<kG¶¯Don¯Qn¯u`k[l

uQnP¯^<nokI¯k<nPIk¯nP<^¯<O<Q^ln¯Qnµ
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Community Emergency Preparedness Planning

�InnQ^O¯kI<Gw¯DIN`kI¯<¯|``G¯P<hhI^l¯E<^¯l<tI¯\QtIlµ¯�<]Q\QIl

E<^¯]<[I¯I]IkOI^Ew¯h\<^l¶¯O<nPIk¯lohh\QIl¯\Q[I¯u<nIk¯<^G

N``G¶¯<^G¯hk<EnQEI¯uP<n¯n`¯G`¯QN¯nPIw¯^IIG¯n`¯\I<tI¯joQE[\wµ

/EP``\l¯<^G¯P`lhQn<\l¯E<^¯D<E[¯oh¯nPIQk¯h`uIk¯<^G¯u<nIk

lohh\QIl¶¯l`¯nPIw¯[IIh¯ko^^Q^O¯GokQ^O¯<¯|``Gµ¯�`]]o^QnQIl

E<^¯<\l`¯hkIh<kI¯n`OInPIk·¯!IQOPD`kl¯E<^¯N`k]¯Ok`ohl¯kI<Gw

n`¯EPIE[¯`^¯I<EP¯`nPIk¶¯lP<kI¯lohh\QIl¶¯<^G¯PI\h¯P`uItIk¯Ql

^IIGIG¯QN¯<¯|``G¯lnkQ[Ilµ¯7PInPIk¯|``GQ^O¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯nPI

`EI<^¯`k¯Nk`]¯PI<tw¯k<Q^¯<^G¯`tIk|`uQ^O¯kQtIkl¶¯E`]]o^QnQIl

nP<n¯h\<^¯<PI<G¯<kI¯DInnIk¯hkIh<kIG¯n`¯kIlh`^Gµ

Rain Gardens and Special Pavement

7PI^¯k<Q^¯N<\\l¯`^¯k``Nl¶¯k`<Gl¶¯<^G¯h<k[Q^O¯\`nl¶¯Qn¯kolPIl¯`NN

<\\¯<n¯`^EI¯<^G¯E<^¯|``G¯lnkIInl¯<^G¯D<lI]I^nlµ¯�<]Q\QIl¯E<^

DoQ\G¯l]<\\¯k<Q^¯O<kGI^l¯Q^¯nPIQk¯w<kGl¯n`¯E`\\IEn¯<^G¯l`<[¯oh

k<Q^u<nIk¯DIN`kI¯Qn¯ko^l¯`NNµ¯0`u^¯<^G¯EQnw¯\I<GIkl¯E<^¯Q^ln<\\

k<Q^¯O<kGI^l¯<^G¯lhIEQ<\¯h<tI]I^n¯<Ek`ll¯<¯uP`\I

E`]]o^Qnw¶¯\InnQ^O¯u<nIk¯lQ^[¯Q^n`¯nPI¯Ok`o^G¯Q^lnI<G¯`N

kolPQ^O¯Q^n`¯Gk<Q^lµ¯�^ln<\\Q^O¯nPIlI¯l`\onQ`^l¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯^Ivn

PI<tw¯ln`k]¯PI\hl¯kIGoEI¯|``GQ^O¯Q^¯n`u^l¯<^G¯EQnQIl¯uPIkI

nPIkI¯Ql¯<¯\`n¯`N¯P<kG¯h<tI]I^nµ
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Dam Removal

 <ll<EPolInnl¯P<l¯<D`on¯�¶���¯G<]l¶¯<^G¯]`ln¯<kI¯^`¯\`^OIk

^IIGIGµ¯ <^w¯uIkI¯DoQ\n¯]`kI¯nP<^¯<¯Po^GkIG¯wI<kl¯<O`¯n`

h`uIk¯N<En`kQIlµ¯#\G¯G<]l¯E<^¯DI¯G<^OIk`olµ¯0PIw¯E<^¯DkI<[

`k¯`tIk|`u¶¯E<olQ^O¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯G`u^lnkI<]¯n`¯|``Gµ

.I]`tQ^O¯<^¯`\G¯G<]¯\Inl¯nPI¯kQtIk¯|`u¯^<nok<\\w¯<^G¯lhkI<G

Q^n`¯nPI¯\`u¯\<^G¯DIlQGI¯Qn¶¯uPQEP¯E<^¯l<NI\w¯P`\G¯Ivnk<¯u<nIkµ

�n¯<\l`¯PI\hl¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯IE`lwlnI]¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI¯{lP¯uP`

lh<u^¯Ê\<w¯IOOlË¯Q^¯nPI¯kQtIkµ¯�^¯!<nQE[¶¯n`u^¯\I<GIkl¯t`nIG¯n`

kI]`tI¯<^¯`\G¯G<]¯`^¯nPI¯�P<k\Il¯.QtIkµ¯�k`ohl¯\Q[I¯nPI

�P<k\Il¯.QtIk¯7<nIklPIG¯�ll`EQ<nQ`^¯<kI¯u`k[Q^O¯uQnP¯n`u^l

<Ek`ll¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯n`¯kI]`tI¯]`kI¯G<]lµ
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Text sources:

�P<k\Il¯.QtIk¯7<nIklPIG¯�ll`EQ<nQ`^µ¯^µGµ¯ÚDam RemovalµÚ

�]Ik<\G¯0onoµ¯^µGµ¯ÒAbout UsµÓ

�`o\ln`^¶¯.`DIknµ¯����µ¯ÒMass. Aims to Improve Stormwater Infratructure After D+ RecoveryµÓ¯!
�¯
`ln`^µ

�^GQ<^¯�`o^nkw¯0`G<wµ¯����µ¯ÒMashpee Wampanoag Tribe Restores Water with OystersÓ¯ÎtQGI`Ïµ

�IuQl¯�`o^nw¯7<lPQ^On`^µ¯^µGµ¯ÒSandbags—Frequently Asked QuestionsµÓ

 <ll<EPolInnl¯�]IkOI^Ew¯ <^<OI]I^n¯�OI^Ewµ¯^µGµ¯ÒFlood Safety TipsµÓ

!<nQ`^<\¯�ItII¯
<n<D<lIµ¯^µGµ¯ÒWhat Is a Levee?Ó

!<nQ`^<\¯ <kQ^I¯�QlPIkQIl¯/IktQEIµ¯����µ¯ÚIpswich and Parker River Dam Removals in Massachusetts to Restore Fish and Protect CommunitiesµÚ

!<nQ`^<\¯#EI<^QE¯<^G¯�n]`lhPIkQE¯�G]Q^Qlnk<nQ`^¯Ê!#��Ëµ

#N{EI¯`N¯�<DQn<n¯�`^lIkt<nQ`^µ¯����µ¯ÒOyster Reef HabitatµÓ¯!#��¯�QlPIkQIlµ

/EQno<nI¯/I<u<\\lµ¯^µGµ¯ÒSave the Seawalls! Save Scituate!Ó

1µ/µ¯�^tQk`^]I^n<\¯+k`nIEnQ`^¯�OI^Ewµ¯^µGµ¯ÒSoak Up the Rain: Rain GardensµÓ

1µ/µ¯�^tQk`^]I^n<\¯+k`nIEnQ`^¯�OI^Ewµ¯^µGµ¯ÒSoak Up the Rain: Permeable PavementµÓ

7<llIk¶¯ QkQ<]µ¯����µ¯ÒBoston's Stormwater Problems Are Older Than the City ItselfµÓ¯7
1.µ

7`\]<^¶¯�`kG<^µ¯����µ¯ÒClimate Reckoning: Mass. Communities Stare Down the Prospect—and Complications—of a Retreat from Rising WatersµÓ

CommonWealth Beaconµ

Image sources:

Ò�okkQE<^I¯�kQ^¯/E``nl¯#on¯n`¯/I<Ó¯Dw¯ #
�/¯�<^G¯.<hQG¯.Ilh`^lI¯0I<]¶¯!�/�¯�/��¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò/n`k]¯/IuIk¯�^ln<\\<nQ`^¯#^n<kQ`Ó¯Dw¯�]hkIzzQtQI�¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò/I<u<\\¯<^G¯/nIhl¶¯/hkIw¯+`Q^nÓ¯Dw¯
IkI[¯�<khIk¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò!<nQ`^<\¯�o<kG¯/`\GQIkl¯+\<EI¯/<^GD<Ol¯<^G¯+`\wÓ¯Dw¯1µ/µ¯�k]w¯�`khl¯`N¯�^OQ^IIkl¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò�\`<nQ^O¯7In\<^G¯+k`n`nwhI¯
IlQO^lÓ¯tQ<¯�]Ik<\G¯0ono¶¯olIG¯uQnP¯hIk]QllQ`^µ

Ò
Q\\Q`^¯#wlnIk¯+k`YIEnÓ¯Dw¯�O<n<¯+`^Q<n`ul[Q¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò/EQno<nI¯/n`k]¯
<]<OIÓ¯Dw¯�kQE¯�<w^Il¯N`k¯nPI¯�`tIk^`k¯`N¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò�`]]o^Qnw¯+kIh<kIG^IllÓ¯Dw¯�E`^<nP`^¯tQ<¯nPI¯!`o^¯+k`YIEn¯Â¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯���¯�µ�µ

Ò.<Q^¯�<kGI^Ó¯Dw¯�\QlP<¯�`\GlnIQ^¶¯�+�¶¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Ò7I[IhI[IÈ
okQ^O¯.I]`t<\¯Ê <w¯����ËÓ¯Dw¯0Q]hokQ^n`^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

7

https://www.crwa.org/dam-removal
https://emerald-tutu.com/about-us/
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/mass-aims-to-improve-stormwater-infrastructure-after-d-recovery/3989400/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LonJYVNa5q8
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/emergency-management/flood-information/sandbags-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/flood-safety-tips
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Flooding Prevention and Preparedness Planning Guide

Part 1: Video Notes

Directions: Watch the video and use the space below to take notes.

What challenges

do you see?

What strategies

do you notice?

What questions

do you have?
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Part 2: Choose Your Strategy

Directions: Use the Flooding Strategy Cards to choose one strategy for your

community. Then answer the questions below. Use evidence from at least two

sources to support your answers.

The problem:

7P<n¯[Q^G¯`N¯|``GQ^O

Ql¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw

]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯n`¯N<EI¼

7Pw¯G`Il¯|``GQ^O

P<hhI^¯Q^¯nPQl¯h\<EI¼

7P<n¯hk`D\I]l¯E`o\G

Qn¯E<olI¼

The solution:

7PQEP¯lnk<nIOw¯G`

w`o¯kIE`]]I^G¼

7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n

N`k¯kIlh`^GQ^O¯n`¯nPQl

|``GQ^O¼

Call to action:

7P`¯Ql¯w`ok

<oGQI^EI¼

7P<n¯Iv<En\w¯G`¯w`o

u<^n¯nPI]¯n`¯G`¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Flooding Prevention and Preparedness Planning Guide

(Sentence Frames)

Part 1: Video Notes

Directions: Watch the video and use the space below to take notes.

What challenges

do you see?

What strategies

do you notice?

What questions

do you have?
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Part 2: Choose Your Strategy

Directions: Use the Flooding Strategy Cards to choose one strategy for your

community. Then answer the questions below. Use evidence from at least two

sources to support your answers. You can use the sentence frames to help you

write your responses.

The problem:

7P<n¯[Q^G¯`N¯|``GQ^O

Ql¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw

]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯n`¯N<EI¼

7Pw¯G`Il¯|``GQ^O

P<hhI^¯Q^¯nPQl¯h\<EI¼

7P<n¯hk`D\I]l¯E`o\G

Qn¯E<olI¼

7I¯<kI¯]`ln¯\Q[I\w¯n`¯N<EI¯Î¯E`<ln<\¯Â¯Q^\<^G¯Ï¯|``GQ^Oµ

0PQl¯P<hhI^l¯PIkI¯DIE<olI¯___µ¯�n¯E`o\G¯E<olI¯___µ

The solution:

7PQEP¯lnk<nIOw¯G`

w`o¯kIE`]]I^G¼

7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n

N`k¯kIlh`^GQ^O¯n`¯nPQl

|``GQ^O¼

7I¯kIE`]]I^G¯___¯DIE<olI¯___µ

Call to action:

7P`¯Ql¯w`ok

<oGQI^EI¼

7P<n¯Iv<En\w¯G`¯w`o

u<^n¯nPI]¯n`¯G`¼

#ok¯<oGQI^EI¯Ql¯___µ¯7I¯u<^n¯nPI]¯n`¯___µ
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Regions of the United States Rubric

Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Practice Standard 7


IlEkQDI¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯\`E<\¶¯kIOQ`^<\¶

<^GẦ k¯^<nQ`^<\¯QlloI¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^

t<kQ`ol¯lnk<nIOQIl¯lnoGI^nl¯<^G

`nPIkl¯E`o\G¯olI¯Q^¯u`k[Q^O¯<\`^I

<^G¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯<GGkIll¯Qnµ

/noGI^nl¯E\I<k\w¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI

|``GQ^O¯QlloI¯N<EQ^O¯nPIQk

E`]]o^Qnw¯ÊE`<ln<\¶¯Q^\<^G¶¯`k

D`nPË¯<^G¯uP`¯Ql¯]`ln¯<NNIEnIGµ

/noGI^nl¯kIE`]]I^G¯`^I¯lnk<nIOw

uQnP¯<¯GIn<Q\IG¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯P`u

I<EP¯PI\hl¯hkItI^n¯`k¯hk`nIEn¯Nk`]

|``GQ^Oµ

0PI¯E<\\¯n`¯<EnQ`^¯Ql¯kI<\QlnQE¯<^G

<EnQ`^<D\I¶¯^<]Il¯<¯lhIEQ{E

<oGQI^EI¶¯<^G¯E\I<k\w¯ln<nIl¯uP<n

lnoGI^nl¯u<^n¯nPI]¯n`¯G`µ

/noGI^nl¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯|``GQ^O

QlloI¯<^G¯uP`¯Ql¯<NNIEnIGµ

/noGI^nl¯kIE`]]I^G¯`^I¯lnk<nIOw

<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯Qn¯PI\hlµ

0PI¯E<\\¯n`¯<EnQ`^¯^<]Il¯uP<n

lnoGI^nl¯nPQ^[l¯lP`o\G¯P<hhI^¯Don

]<w¯DI¯t<OoI¯`k¯o^E\I<kµ

/noGI^nlÕ¯GIlEkQhnQ`^¯`N¯nPI

|``GQ^O¯QlloI¯Ql¯t<OoI¯`k

Q^E`]h\InIµ

/noGI^nl¯G`¯^`n¯kIE`]]I^G¯<

lnk<nIOw¯kI\It<^n¯n`¯nPIQk

E`]]o^Qnw¯#.¯G`¯^`n¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u

Qn¯PI\hl¯#.¯nPI¯E<\\¯n`¯<EnQ`^¯Ql

]QllQ^Oµ

Practice Standards 3 & 6

�^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¶

Q^nIOk<nI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nu`

l`okEIl¯`^¯nPI¯l<]I¯n`hQE¸¯QGI^nQNw

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯<¯l`okEI¯Q^¯kIlh`^lI

n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^µ

/noGI^nl¯olI¯<EEok<nI¯ItQGI^EI

Nk`]¯nu`¯`k¯]`kI¯l`okEIl¶¯E\I<k\w

E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯D`nP¯nPI¯|``GQ^O

hk`D\I]¯<^G¯nPI¯kIE`]]I^GIG

lnk<nIOwµ

/noGI^nl¯olI¯<EEok<nI¯ItQGI^EI

Nk`]¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPI

hk`D\I]¯<^G¯nPI¯lnk<nIOwµ

�tQGI^EI¯Ql¯]`ln\w¯<EEok<nI¯<^G

E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯nPI¯|``GQ^O¯QlloIµ

/noGI^nl¯olI¯\Qnn\I¯`k¯^`¯ItQGI^EI¶

#.¯ItQGI^EI¯Ql¯Q^<EEok<nI¯`k¯G`Il

^`n¯E`^^IEn¯n`¯nPI¯hk`D\I]l¯`k

lnk<nIOwµ

Summative Assessment

Rubric

Grade 4, Unit 5: Regions of the United States

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Content Standard 4.T4b.3

�vh\<Q^¯P`u¯^<nok<\¯GQl<lnIkl¶¯loEP

<l¯PokkQE<^Il¯<^G¯|``Gl¶¯P<tI

<NNIEnIG¯nPI¯kIOQ`^¶¯<^G¯P`u

O`tIk^]I^n°<^G¯EQnQzI^l¯P<tI

kIlh`^GIG¯n`¯E<n<lnk`hPQE¯^<nok<\

ItI^nlµ

Content Standard 4.T4a.4

�^<\wzI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯<G<hnIG

n`¯nPI¯I^tQk`^]I^n¯`N¯nPI

!`knPI<lnµ

/noGI^nl¯<EEok<nI\w¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u

|``GQ^O¯P<l¯<NNIEnIG¯nPIQk¯kIOQ`^¶

olQ^O¯lhIEQ{E¯GIn<Q\lµ

/noGI^nl¯<EEok<nI\w¯GIlEkQDI¯P`u

nPI¯EP`lI^¯lnk<nIOw¯lP`ul¯<¯u<w

O`tIk^]I^n¶¯E`]]o^QnQIl¶¯`k

�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯P<tI

kIlh`^GIG¯<^G¯<G<hnIG¯n`¯|``GQ^O

Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnµ

/noGI^nl¯<EEok<nI\w¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u

|``GQ^O¯P<l¯<NNIEnIG¯nPIQk¯kIOQ`^µ

/noGI^nl¯GIlEkQDI¯P`u¯nPI¯EP`lI^

lnk<nIOw¯lP`ul¯<¯u<w¯<

O`tIk^]I^n¶¯E`]]o^QnQIl¶¯`k

�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯P<tI

kIlh`^GIG¯n`¯|``GQ^O¶¯Don¯nPI

Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯]<w¯DI¯t<OoIµ

/noGI^nlÕ¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯P`u

|``GQ^O¯<NNIEnl¯nPI¯kIOQ`^¯Ql

Q^<EEok<nI¯`k¯]QllQ^O¯#.¯nPI

lnk<nIOw¯Ql¯^`n¯<EEok<nI\w

E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯P`u¯O`tIk^]I^n¶

E`]]o^QnQIl¶¯`k¯�^GQOI^`ol

^<nQ`^l¯P<tI¯kIlh`^GIGµ

Overall Feedback:
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QUESTION

We ask questions about what we see, think, and wonder.

Question Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

Who? Who was ___? Who made ___? Who wrote ___?

What? What was ___? What did ___? What would ___?

Where?

Where was ___? Where did ___? Where would ___?

When? When was ___? When did ___? When would ___?

Why? Why was ___? Why did ___? Why would ___?

How? How was ___? How did ___? How would ___?
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OBSERVE

We observe a source by looking for details that help us understand it better.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

In this source I see ___.

An important detail I see

in this source is ___.

I notice ___.

This is important because ___.

In this source I notice ___.

Something I notice and want to

know more about is ___.

I see / don’t see ___,

which makes me wonder ___.

Things to look for Source types and details Examples

Details to look for: h\<EIl¶¯hI`h\I¶

ItI^nl¶¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯h<nnIk^l¶¯u`kGl¶

^o]DIkl¶¯E`\`kl¶¯]<h¯[Iwl

Features of sources:°nQn\I¶¯<onP`k¶

PI<GQ^Ol¶¯Q]<OIl¶¯E<hnQ`^l¶¯EP<knl¶

]<hl¶¯t`E<Do\<kw¯GI{^QnQ`^l

Source types: <knQE\I¶¯<knQN<En¶

G`Eo]I^n¶¯Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶

Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶¯]<h¶

^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw¯Â

lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Source details:°<onP`k¶¯<oGQI^EI¶

G<nI¶¯nQn\I¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯]<nIkQ<\l¯olIG¯Q^

<^¯<knQN<En¶¯lQzI¯`N¯<^¯<knQN<En

�^¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯�¯lII¯<¯ko\Ik¯Dw¯nPI

E`Q^°nP<n¯lP`ul¯Qnl¯lQzIµ

�¯G`^Õn¯lII¯<^w¯hI`h\I¶¯uPQEP

]<[Il¯]I¯u`^GIk¯QN¯nPI¯EQnw¯u<l

<D<^G`^IGµ
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CONNECT

We connect to our inquiry questions by thinking about what we learn from sources.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

I think ___. These two sources show ___.

The evidence in this source is

important because ___.

One connection is ___.

This source shows ___, but

the other source shows ___.

Based on evidence that shows ___,

I think ___.

This source shows ___.

These sources help answer our

question about ___ because ___.

The most useful sources for

answering our question

are ___ and ___ because ___.

This source answers our

question because ___.

This information matters

because ___.

We learned ___ from these sources.

This is important because ___.
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SUMMARIZE

We summarize to understand and share the main idea and supporting details.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

0PQl¯Ql¯<D`on¯___µ 0PI¯]<Q^¯QGI<¯`N¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯Ql¯___µ Ò0Qn\IÓ°Dw¯�onP`k¯Ql¯<D`on¯___µ

#^I¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

0PI¯{kln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

�¯lIE`^G¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

�^¯nPI¯{kln¯Â¯lIE`^G°h<kn¶

nPI ]<Q^¯QGI<¯Ql¯___µ

�^¯Â¯�^`nPIk¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

�^`nPIk¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ #^I¯\<ln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ 0PI¯<onP`k¯E`^E\oGIl¯nP<n¯___µ
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TALK MOVES

We use talk moves to listen closely, share what we think, and build on the ideas of others.

Listening moves Speaking moves

Clarify

Could you say that another way?

Can you explain what you mean by that?

I understand ___, but I want to know ___.

Add on

I’d like to add to what ___ said. I think ___.

I agree with you and ___.

Another example is ___.

Inquire

Can you tell us more about ___?

What do you think about ___?

What are some other perspectives?

Challenge ideas

I respectfully disagree because ___.

Why do you think that?

What is your evidence for ___?
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CAUSE-EFFECT

Causes and effects help us understand events in history and explain why people, ideas, and places change over time.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

___, so ___.

(cause) → (effect)

Because (of) ___, ___.

(cause) → (effect)

___ and ___ led to ___.

(cause + cause) → (effect)

___ because ___.

(effect) → (cause)

___ was caused by ___.

(effect) → (cause)

___ and ___ because (of) ___.

(effect + effect) → (cause)

It was raining,

so they wore boots.

They wore boots

because it was raining.

Because of the rain,

there were big puddles.

Big puddles

were caused by the rain.

The rain and puddles

led to wet kids.

The kids got wet and cold

because of the rain.
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CLAIM-EVIDENCE

We make claims to share what we think and explain how evidence supports our ideas.

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

I think (claim). I think (claim) because ___.

I think (claim) because ___ and

___.

One reason is ___. One piece of evidence is ___. One fact that shows this is ___.

Another reason is ___.

A second piece of evidence

is ___.

Another fact that shows this is

___.

This shows ___. These examples show  ___.

This evidence supports the

claim because ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Grade 4 Word Map Example

Directions: Explore this word for your personal dictionary. Follow your teacher’s instructions

about what sections to complete and what tools to use.

geography

u`kG

the study of places and the relationship between people and their environment

GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

Draw a picture or diagram

to help you remember the

meaning of the word.

Word Family:

Write down different forms of

the word.

geography (n)

geographic (adj)

geographically (adv)

geographer (n)

Part of speech:

Is this word a noun, a proper

noun, a verb, an adjective, or

an adverb?

noun

Translanguage:

Translate the word and write it

here.

geografía

Image sources: “Sketch” by Adrien Coquet, “Puzzle pieces” by shashank singh, “Translate” by Uswa KDT,

“Complement” by Brandon Shields, “Geography” by Mia Elysia, all via Noun Project, licensed under CC BY 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Word Map

Directions: Explore this word for your personal dictionary. Follow your teacher's instructions

about what sections to complete and what tools to use.

__________________________________________________

u`kG

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

Draw a picture or diagram to

help you remember the

meaning of the word.

Word Family:

Write down different forms of

the word.

Part of speech:

Is this word a noun, a proper

noun, a verb, an adjective, or

an adverb?

Translanguage:

Translate the word and write it

here

�]<OI¯l`okEIl·¯Ú/[InEPÚ¯Dw¯�GkQI^¯�`joIn¶¯Ú+ozz\I¯hQIEIlÚ¯Dw¯lP<lP<^[¯lQ^OP¶¯Ú0k<^l\<nIÚ¯Dw¯1lu<¯�
0¶¯Ú�`]h\I]I^nÚ¯Dw


k<^G`^¯/PQI\Gl¸¯<\\¯tQ<¯nPI^`o^hk`YIEnµE`]¶¯\QEI^lIG¯o^GIk¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ
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