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A map from an 1898 series outlines the United States and surrounding territories following the Treaty of Paris. Image by H. C. Roberts
via Library of Congress, public domain.
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Unit 4 Word Wall Cards

Directions: Print and cut out these vocabulary cards to use on the Word Wall in the classroom.

Word and Definition Image

expansion

the act of growing larger
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sovereignty

the power of a nation to govern
~ itself and make its own laws
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state

a self-governing division of a
country
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colony

an area that is controlled by
another country and occupied
by colonizers
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Indigenous nation |- —

an Indigenous group thathas | =~~~ —
soverelg nty and its own system | * =+ -
of government
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ancestral lands

the traditional area of
Indigenous peoples
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territory

an area of land that is used,
owned, or governed by a
specific group
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treaty

an official agreement between
nations
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annexation

the act of taking the territory of
another nation, often by force

____________________________________________________________________

1836-1845

UNITED STATES

Arkansas R.

Claimed

Nueces River

MEXICO
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Manifest Destiny

the belief that it was America’s
right to expand westward

____________________________________________________________________

Grade 4, Unit 4: Impacts of U.S. Expansion

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

. . . Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff
InveSt'gatlnngs’tpry Unit 4 Word Wall Cards

Winnipeg
Vancouver °
2
; Ne
Ottawa Montreal e
© 19 Funine
| NOVA SCOTIA

segle :
X MINNESOTA
g WISCONSIN =y

soutw
SAKoTA i
oRecoN 1 1oamo /J\“j_’\\—\__(ﬂ—#“\\ i
wrowfe : , New Yok |

1WA,

BRASKA

EVADATY ol United States s g fhoton
San Francisco COLOTADO. [ KANSAS.  Missouni CE S
KENTUCKY-"“VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA i N
Skae Vegod OKLAHOMA TENNESSEE,..»" _NORTH
Los Angeles ARKANSAS g CAROLING
gg ARIZON,

L]
going Y S R

\ LouISIANA .
SaARonio® o Rton

FLORIDA

.
s M”"'o:"ey\ Gulf of o
% N Mexico Miami
Mexico

o

Grade 4, Unit 4: Impacts of U.S. Expansion

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

. . . Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff
InveSt'gatlnngs’tpry Unit 4 Word Wall Cards

harm

INjury or damage
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justice =T

the fair treatment of people > <
according to laws and rights (&
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Image sources:
e Screenshots of “When States Peaked: Shifting Population Power” by Alex Egoshin, VividMaps, courtesy of Alex Egoshin.

e “GCreat Seal of the Navajo Nation” by Amos Frank Singer and John Claw, Wikimedia Commons, public domain.
e “We the people” by Navyathal23, Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

e “Massachusetts in United States” by TUBS, Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

e “Map of the European Colonization of North America, 1492-1750" by Simeon Netchev, World History Encyclopedia, CC BY-NC-ND.
e “Historic Wampanoag territory, c. 1620" by Noahedits, Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

¢ Map image exported from Native Land Digital.

o “USA Territorial Growth 1840" by United States Geological Survey, Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

¢ “two hands doing a handshake business” by Diana Johanna Velasquez, Vecteezy.com, free to use.

e “Wpdms republic of texas” by CH1902, Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

e “American Progress” by John Gast, Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

e Screenshot of GoogleMaps.

e “Harm” created in Canva by Educurious.

e “2-justice” by Northwestern University, via ScienceX CCO.
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