
GRADE 4, UNIT 3

European Arrival in 
North America

CLASSROOM RESOURCES

A 1596 map of the “new world” shows European explorers Columbus, Vespucci, Pizzaro, and Magellan in the corners. Image by Theodor 
de Bry via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.
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Unit 4.3 Word Wall Vocabulary Cards

Directions: Print and cut out these vocabulary cards to use on the Word Wall in the classroom.
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interaction

when people, groups, or things

affect each other
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society

a group of people with shared

ways of living
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primary source

an account made at the time

being studied, often by

someone who observed or

experienced the event or time

period
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secondary source

an account made after the

event or time period to explain

or interpret the past
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Viking

a Northern European sailor,

warrior, and/or trader
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dependent

needing someone or something

for help, support, or survival
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conquest

the takeover of another group’s

land and government by

military force
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colonization

the action of one group taking

control of land, people, and

resources in another area in

order to gain power and money
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voyage

a long trip, usually by sea, to a

faraway place
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motivation

the reason someone takes

action or behaves in a certain

way
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Columbian

Exchange

the movement of goods,

people, animals, and diseases

between the Americas and

other continents after 1492
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