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The ancestral Pueblo peoples built dwellings out of sandstone in natural cliff alcoves in the Southwest between 1150 and 1200 CE. Image 
by Jbjensen1 via Wikimedia, CC BY 4.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Notice and Wonder Chart

Directions: You will see a series of four images. For each one, write what you

notice from looking at the image and what you wonder about it.

What I Notice What I Wonder

Image 1 Image 1

Image 2 Image 2

Image 3 Image 3

Image 4 Image 4

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Evidence of Human Migration Notes Organizer

Directions: Discuss the evidence in your slide deck with your group. You can

use your own background knowledge in addition to the evidence. For example,

can food grow on an ice sheet? Can a person travel more quickly by foot or by

boat? Why might there be very little evidence of sea travel? Take notes in the

chart below.

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n°{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯\<^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯lI<¼

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n°{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯\<^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯lI<¼

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout
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The land bridge theory proposes that

people migrated to North America

through Beringia, moving south until

they found land that was not covered

by ice sheets. Image by Roblespepe via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Land Bridge Theory Article

Directions:°�¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.I<G¯`^I¯nPI`kw

DI\`u¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.INIk¯n`¯nPI

EP<kn¯w`o¯EkI<nIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<O<Q^¶¯<^G¯EQkE\I¯nPI

ItQGI^EI¯`^¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯nP<n¯]<nEPIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Evidence of a Land Bridge


okQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯QEI¯<OI¶¯nPQE[¯QEI¯lPIInl¯E`tIkIG¯nPI¯^`knPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯�<knPµ

7PI^¯nPI¯QEI¯N`k]IG¶¯Qn¯nk<hhIG¯<¯\`n¯`N¯lI<u<nIk¯Q^¯nPI¯QEIµ¯0PQl¯\`uIkIG¯nPI

u<nIk¯\ItI\¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^¯<^G¯Ivh`lIG¯]`kI¯\<^Gµ¯�l¯nPI¯u<nIk¯\ItI\¯Gk`hhIG¶¯<

lnkInEP¯`N¯\<^G¯u<l¯o^E`tIkIG¯DInuII^¯�lQ<¯<^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PQl¯<kI<¯Ql

E<\\IG¯
IkQ^OQ<µ¯0PQl¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯u<l¯Ivh`lIG¯Nk`]¯<D`on¯��¶���¯n`¯��¶���¯wI<kl

<O`µ¯0PI¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯]<w¯P<tI¯hk`tQGIG¯<¯u<w¯N`k¯nPI¯{kln¯hI`h\I¯n`¯nk<tI\¯Nk`]

�lQ<¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�`uItIk¶¯`^EI¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯hI`h\I¯u`o\G

P<tI¯N<EIG¯<¯^Iu¯EP<\\I^OIµ¯0PQE[¯QEI¯lPIInl¯Q^

�\<l[<¯u`o\G¯P<tI¯D\`E[IG¯hI`h\I¯Nk`]¯O`Q^O

NoknPIk¯l`onPµ¯�¯h<ll<OI¯nPk`oOP¯nPIlI¯QEI

lPIInl¯`hI^IG¯oh¯<k`o^G¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯0PQl

]I<^l¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI¯kI<EPIG¯l`onPIk^

h<knl¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<D`on¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ

/hI<k¯h`Q^nl¯uIkI¯GQlE`tIkIG¯Q^¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¯nP<n

G<nI¯D<E[¯n`¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯{kln

N`o^G¯^I<k¯�\`tQl¶¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¶¯l`¯nPIw¯<kI¯E<\\IG

�\`tQl¯h`Q^nlµ¯�\`tQl¯h`Q^nl¯uIkI¯<\l`¯N`o^G¯Q^

lItIk<\¯<kI<l¯<k`o^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯ `ln¯G<nIG

D<E[¯n`¯<k`o^G¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Challenges to the Land Bridge Theory

/EQI^nQlnl¯uP`¯lohh`kn¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯lnQ\\¯u`^GIk¯P`u¯nPI¯{kln¯hI`h\I¯nk<tI\IG

<^G¯uPw¯nPIw¯nk<tI\IG¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�tQGI^EI¯nP<n¯Po]<^l¯uIkI¯Q^

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`¯EP<\\I^OIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Text sources:

National Geographic Society. 2024. “Map: Bering Land Bridge.”

National Park Service. 2023. “Beringia.”

Roos, Dave. 2025. “How Early Humans First Reached the Americas: Three Theories.” HISTORY.
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The possible sea route for North and South

American migration followed a kelp forest, which

could have provided food during the long journey.

Base map by Sémhur via Wikimedia Commons,

public domain.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Coastal Migration Theory Article

Directions:°�¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.I<G¯`^I¯nPI`kw

DI\`u¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.INIk¯n`¯nPI

EP<kn¯w`o¯EkI<nIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<O<Q^¶¯<^G¯EQkE\I¯nPI

ItQGI^EI¯`^¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯nP<n¯]<nEPIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Evidence of Coastal Migration

0PIkI¯Ql¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯loOOIlnl¯Po]<^l¯N`\\`uIG¯nPI¯E`<ln\Q^I¯`N¯^`knPI<lnIk^

�lQ<¯<^G¯
IkQ^OQ<¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<µ¯/EQI^nQlnl¯uP`

lohh`kn¯nPI¯E`<ln<\¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯DI\QItI¯Po]<^l¯N`\\`uIG¯<¯Ò[I\h

PQOPu<wÓ¯<l¯<¯l`okEI¯`N¯N``G¯<\`^O¯nPIQk¯Y`ok^Iwµ¯�I\h¯Ql¯<

[Q^G¯`N¯lI<uIIG¯nP<n¯lnQ\\¯Ok`ul¯<\`^O¯nPI

E`<lnl¯n`G<wµ¯0PI¯E`<ln<\¯]QOk<nQ`^

nPI`kw¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI

lInn\IG¯Q^¯<¯h\<EI¯E<\\IG¯ `^nI¯6IkGI

^I<k¯nPI¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯��¶���

wI<kl¯<O`µ¯�tQGI^EI¯`N¯[I\h¯u<l¯N`o^G¯Q^

nPI¯{kIh\<EIl¯`N¯ln`^I¯P`]Il¯<n¯ `^nI

6IkGIµ¯/EQI^nQlnl¯<\l`¯N`o^G¯u``GI^

E`k^Ik¯h`lnl¯nP<n¯lohh`knIG¯Ponl¶¯lEk<hl

`N¯<^Q]<\¯PQGIl¯olIG¯N`k¯E\`nPQ^O¯<^G

DIGGQ^O¶¯<^G¯u``G¯<^G¯ln`^I¯n``\lµ

7``G¯<^G¯<^Q]<\¯PQGIl¯olIG¯Dw¯nPIlI

{kln¯hI`h\Il¯uIkI¯hkIlIktIG¯Q^¯<¯lu<]hw

D`Oµ

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Challenges to the Coastal Migration Theory

�oknPIk¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯P<kG¯n`¯{^Gµ¯�o]<^l¯lInn\IG¯Q^¯!`knP¯<^G

/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯uPI^¯lI<¯\ItI\l¯uIkI¯]oEP¯\`uIkµ¯!`u¯nP<n¯lI<¯\ItI\l¯<kI

PQOPIk¶¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯u`o\G¯DI¯o^GIku<nIk¯<^G¯GQN{Eo\n¯n`¯\`E<nIµ


IlhQnI¯nPIlI¯EP<\\I^OIl¶¯lEQI^nQlnl¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯\``[¯N`k¯]`kI¯ItQGI^EI¯n`

lohh`kn¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Text sources:

Chambers, Roseanne. 2021. “The Kelp Highway.”

National Geographic. 2017. “Did the First Americans Take a Ride on the Kelp Highway?”

Strommer, Kristin. 2017. “The First Americans Were Seafarers, Not Hikers, Paper Says.” OregonNews.

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mapping Indigenous Migration Stories

Directions: As you watch each video, draw arrows on the map to show the

direction that each group’s ancestors traveled to reach their homeland. Be

ready to discuss how the stories are similar to or different from the migration

theories we learned about in class.

Hopi Migration Story

Lesson 5: Indigenous Migration Stories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Chickasaw Migration Story

Lesson 5: Indigenous Migration Stories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Agua Caliente Migration Story

Lesson 5: Indigenous Migration Stories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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What do these stories tell us that physical evidence cannot?

Image sources: Maps created by Educurious using “Blank US Map” by Heitordp via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 /

public domain.
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Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task

7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯nPI`kQIl¯<D`on¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

Directions: 9`o¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯GQNNIkI^n¯nPI`kQIl¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯{kln

hI`h\I¯]QOPn¯P<tI¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯n`

ukQnI¯<D`onµ¯
IlEkQDI¯nu`¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lohh`kn¯nPI¯nPI`kw¯<^G

Ivh\<Q^¯w`ok¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ¯0PI^¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw¯uI¯G`^Ûn

[^`u¯N`k¯lokI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPI

7`kG¯
<^[¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯ukQnI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIµ

Word Bank

migrate theory land bridge

coastal

migration

0PI`kw·

�tQGI^EI¯Á�·

 w¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI·

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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�tQGI^EI¯Á�·

 w¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI·

7Pw¯G`^Õn¯uI¯[^`u¯N`k¯lokI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

White Sands Archaeology Notes Organizer

Directions:°0<[I¯^`nIl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯tQGI`¯n`¯kIlh`^G¯n`¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ¯
I

kI<Gw¯n`¯lP<kI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIl¯uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ

Ê�·��Ë·¯7PIkI¯uIkI¯N``nhkQ^nl¯GQlE`tIkIG¼

Ê�·��Ë¯7P<n¯nwhI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯<kI¯nPI¯N``nhkQ^nl¼

Ê�·��Ë·¯7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯GQG¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯{^G¯nP<n¯lP`uIG¯Po]<^l¯<^G¯�EI¯�OI

<^Q]<\l¯uIkI¯<n¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯<n¯nPI¯l<]I¯nQ]I¼

Ê�·��Ë¯7P<n¯E<^¯nPI¯N``nhkQ^nl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯<^G¯Q^nIk<EnIG¯<n

7PQnI¯/<^Gl¼

Lesson 8: Cluster 2 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

18

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


(5:24) How old are the footprints?

(5:24) Why do archaeologists think the age of these footprints is so important?

Lesson 8: Cluster 2 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Artifact Stations Notes Organizer

Directions: Use this handout to record your observations, inferences, and questions at each artifact station.

Station 1: Decorated Clay Objects

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

Lesson 9: Archaeological Research

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Station 2: Black-on-White Pottery

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

Lesson 9: Archaeological Research

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Station 3: Warrior Sculptures

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

Lesson 9: Archaeological Research

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Society Scavenger Hunt

Directions:°7`k[¯uQnP¯w`ok¯nI<]¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯lE<tI^OIk¯Po^n¯olQ^O¯w`ok

/`EQInw¯�<kG¯
IE[µ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQN<En¯Q]<OIl¯<^G¯nPI¯nIvn

`^¯I<EP¯E<kGµ

Find a society that created art or had religious ceremonies.

7PQEP°l`EQInw¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯nPQl¼

Find a society that grew crops or farmed.

7PQEP¯l`EQInw¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯nPQl¼

Lesson 10: Complex Societies

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Find a society that lived in a very challenging environment (very hot, very

cold, or very dry).

7PQEP¯l`EQInw¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¼

7P<n¯GQG¯nPIw¯G`¯n`¯<G<hn¯<^G¯loktQtI¯Q^¯nP<n¯I^tQk`^]I^n¼

Choose two societies. How were their homes or shelters different based on

where they lived?

/`EQInw¯�·

/`EQInw¯�·

�`u¯uIkI¯nPIQk¯P`]Il¯GQNNIkI^n¼

Lesson 10: Complex Societies
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task

7P<n¯E<^¯ItQGI^EI¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯P`u¯{kln¯hI`h\Il

`kO<^QzIG¯nPI]lI\tIl¯Q^n`¯l`EQInQIl¼

Part 1

Choose ONE society from the Society Card Deck. List three features of this

society and evidence for each feature.

Features of Complex Society

lInn\I]I^nl N``G¯ln`k<OI <OkQEo\nokI O`tIk^]I^n

lhIEQ<\QzIG¯Y`Dl <kn °kI\QOQ`^

Society name:

Time period:

Lesson 12: Formative Assessment
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Feature Evidence

Look at the artifact on your society card. Why is it relevant for answering the

Cluster 2 Supporting Question?

The ___ is relevant because it shows ___.

Lesson 12: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Part 2

Choose one way your chosen society organized themselves. This could be one

of the features we studied (settlements, food storage, agriculture, specialized

jobs, government, art and religion) OR another way you notice from the card.

Then, explain how organizing in this way helped this society adapt to their

environment and meet their needs.

Use at least two pieces of evidence from your society card. Your explanation

must include the artifact shown on the card.

Use this sentence frame to start your response or come up with your own:

One way the ___ people organized was by ___.

Lesson 12: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Cluster 3: Preservation of Archaeological Sites
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Teotihuacan Reading

Directions: Read the article below to learn about this archaeological site. Then,

highlight evidence to help answer the questions below.

1. Highlight ONE sentence that helps you answer this question: What

have archaeologists learned about Teotihuacan by studying the site?

2. Highlight ONE sentence that helps you answer this question: How is

this archaeological site being preserved?

Where Is Teotihuacan?

Teotihuacan was an ancient city in what is now central Mexico. It was settled

about 2,400 years ago. People lived there for about 800 years. At its peak, the

population was around 200,000 people. That’s close to the population of

Worcester, the second-largest city in Massachusetts.

Who Built Teotihuacan?

We don’t know who built Teotihuacan or why they left the city. About 500 years

after people left, the Aztecs found it. The Aztecs named it Teotihuacan,

meaning “the place where the gods were created.” The Aztecs also named all

of the buildings that they found on the site.

What Do We Know About the People of Teotihuacan?

The people of Teotihuacan created a city with a grid layout. There were around

2,000 apartment homes. There were also several pyramids, plazas, and

temples. There were palaces for the rulers.

The people of Teotihuacan had a simple written language using symbols for

words. The art found at Teotihuacan shows that people believed in many gods.

The primary god was shown as a spider goddess.

Lesson 14: Teotihuacan

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Other artifacts show the city traded goods with other civilizations in the area.

They produced spear and dart heads made of a sharp volcanic stone. They

bought cotton, cacao, feathers, and shells from other areas.

Some people in Teotihuacan were farmers. They grew beans, avocados,

peppers, and squash. They also raised chickens and turkeys.

How Is the Archaeological Site of Teotihuacan Being

Preserved?

It is important to preserve this archaeological site. It needs to be kept safe from

people who want the land for new buildings or farming. The structures are also

breaking down over time.

Several groups are working to preserve the site. The World Monuments Fund

has paid to restore some of the art. They have also helped control tourism. The

site is owned by the Mexican government. Mexico has created an agency to

protect and conserve the site. It is also a World Heritage Site. This means an

international group called UNESCO gives it legal protection.

Text sources:

HISTORY.com editors. 2025. “Ancient Americas: Teotihuacan.”

UNESCO. n.d. “Pre-Hispanic City of Teotihuacan.”

World Monuments Fund. n.d. “Our Work / Projects and Programs: Teotihuacan.”
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Partner Responses

Directions: Compare what you highlighted with what your partner

highlighted. If you both highlighted the same sentence, go back and highlight

a new sentence. Then, work with your partner to write two sentences to answer

each question below. Use both pieces of evidence from the article, but write it

in your own words.

1. What have archaeologists learned about Teotihuacan by studying the site?

Archaeologists have learned that the people of Teotihuacan ___ and ___.

This shows that ___.

2. How is this archaeological site being preserved?

The archaeological site is being preserved by ___.

Groups are protecting Teotihuacan by ___.

Lesson 14: Teotihuacan

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 15 Exit Ticket

Why is it important to preserve Cahokia Mounds?

Lesson 15: Cahokia Mounds
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Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

33

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mesa Verde Notes Organizer

Directions: Watch excerpts from the video to learn about why Mesa Verde is

important to Indigenous peoples and what we can learn from visiting and

studying the archaeological site.

1. Why is Mesa Verde important to Indigenous peoples?

2. What can we learn from visiting and studying Mesa Verde?

Lesson 16: Mesa Verde

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Inquiry Circle Prep

Directions: Use this handout to prepare your thinking for the Inquiry Circle

discussion. You can write sentences, jot down bullet points, draw sketches, or

use another method that works for you.

Question Your Thinking

Think about the three

archaeological sites you

learned about.

What's one detail that

stuck with you?

What did it teach you

about how people lived?

Lesson 17: Putting It Together
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Question Your Thinking

�]<OQ^I¯nPIlI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl

uIkI¯GIlnk`wIG¯`k¯\`lnµ

7P<n¯u`o\G¯uI¯\`lI¼

7P<n¯u`o\G^Ûn¯uI

[^`u¼

7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`

hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¯`N

{kln¯hI`h\Il¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Analyze a photograph of an archaeological site.

Directions: Choose one photograph of an archaeological site to analyze. Then,

identify key information about the photograph and explain how it is relevant to

the Cluster 3 Supporting Question.

Which photograph did you choose? Circle one:

Teotihuacan                    Cahokia Mounds                    Mesa Verde

Answer the following questions about the photograph you chose.

1. What does this source show?

2. Where are these structures located?

3. When were these structures built?

Lesson 18: Formative Assessment
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�µ¯�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯hP`n`Ok<hP¯PI\h¯ol¯o^GIkln<^G¯uPw¯uI¯lP`o\G¯hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¼

Part 2: Explain why preservation is important.

Directions: 0Pk`oOP`on¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¶¯w`o¯lnoGQIG¯nPkII¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl·

0I`nQPo<E<^¶¯�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¶¯<^G¯ Il<¯6IkGIµ¯1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI

hP`n`Ok<hP¯w`o¯<^<\wzIG¯Q^¯+<kn¯�¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯<\\¯nPkII¯lQnIl¯n`

<^luIk¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¯`N¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¼

Lesson 18: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

39

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

