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The ancestral Pueblo peoples built dwellings out of sandstone in natural cliff alcoves in the Southwest between 1150 and 1200 CE. Image 
by Jbjensen1 via Wikimedia, CC BY 4.0.
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Cluster 1: The Arrival of First Peoples in North America

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Notice and Wonder Chart

Directions: You will see a series of four images. For each one, write what you

notice from looking at the image and what you wonder about it.

What I Notice What I Wonder

Image 1 Image 1

Image 2 Image 2

Image 3 Image 3

Image 4 Image 4

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Unit 2 Know and Wonder Chart

1^Qn¯�¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·¯�`u¯G`¯uI¯[^`u¯nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

What do you already know? What do you wonder?

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Blank Word Wall Vocabulary Cards

Directions: 0PIlI¯E<kGl¯<kI¯GIlQO^IG¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯\I<k^Q^O¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯Q^¯nPIQk¯P`]I

\<^Oo<OIÊlËµ¯�GQn¯nPQl¯G`Eo]I^n¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<l¯]<^w¯E<kGl¯<l¯w`o¯^IIG¶¯nPI^¯olI¯<¯nk<^l\<nQ`^¯kIl`okEI¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯I<EP¯u`kG¯<^G¯GI{^QnQ`^µ +kQ^n¯<^G¯Eon¯`on¯nPIlI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯E<kGl¯n`¯olI¯`^¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯Q^¯nPI

E\<llk``]µ¯0k<^l\<nIG¯E<kGl¯lP`o\G¯DI¯h<QkIG¯uQnP¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯tIklQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl

uQnP¯nk<^l\<^Oo<OQ^Oµ

Blank Word Wall Cards

vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material
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Maps of Early Human Migration Routes

Map 1

Lesson 2: Cluster 1 Launch

Student Material
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Map 2

Lesson 2: Cluster 1 Launch

Student Material
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Map 3

Image source:

 <hl¯EkI<nIG¯Dw¯�GoEokQ`ol¯olQ^O¯D<lI¯]<h¯Ò7`k\G¯�I^nkIG¯`^¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^¯�`E<n`k¯ <hÓ¯Dw¯�`P^¯0<^^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ
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Student Material
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Evidence of Human Migration Notes Organizer

Directions: Discuss the evidence in your slide deck with your group. You can

use your own background knowledge in addition to the evidence. For example,

can food grow on an ice sheet? Can a person travel more quickly by foot or by

boat? Why might there be very little evidence of sea travel? Take notes in the

chart below.

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n°{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯\<^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯lI<¼

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n°{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯\<^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯lI<¼

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Evidence of Human Migration Notes Organizer (Frames

and Evidence Bank)

Directions: Discuss the evidence in your slide deck with your group. You can

use your own background knowledge in addition to the evidence. For example,

can food grow on an ice sheet? Can a person travel more quickly by foot or by

boat? Why might there be very little evidence of sea travel? Take notes in the

chart below.

Evidence Bank

Beringia land bridge kelp highway

ice sheets global distribution of kelp

thickness of ice sheets Clovis spears

White Sands footprints human settlement map

Sentence Frames

[Evidence] shows that…

[Evidence] supports the [land / sea] theory because…

Based on the [evidence], I think that…

People could have used ___ to migrate to North America.

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯\<^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯lI<¼

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯\<^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯]<[Il¯w`o¯nPQ^[

nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯E<]I¯Dw¯lI<¼

Lesson 3: Evidence of Human Migration

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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The land bridge theory proposes that

people migrated to North America

through Beringia, moving south until

they found land that was not covered

by ice sheets. Image by Roblespepe via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Land Bridge Theory Article

Directions:°�¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.I<G¯`^I¯nPI`kw

DI\`u¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.INIk¯n`¯nPI

EP<kn¯w`o¯EkI<nIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<O<Q^¶¯<^G¯EQkE\I¯nPI

ItQGI^EI¯`^¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯nP<n¯]<nEPIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Evidence of a Land Bridge


okQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯QEI¯<OI¶¯nPQE[¯QEI¯lPIInl¯E`tIkIG¯nPI¯^`knPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯�<knPµ

7PI^¯nPI¯QEI¯N`k]IG¶¯Qn¯nk<hhIG¯<¯\`n¯`N¯lI<u<nIk¯Q^¯nPI¯QEIµ¯0PQl¯\`uIkIG¯nPI

u<nIk¯\ItI\¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^¯<^G¯Ivh`lIG¯]`kI¯\<^Gµ¯�l¯nPI¯u<nIk¯\ItI\¯Gk`hhIG¶¯<

lnkInEP¯`N¯\<^G¯u<l¯o^E`tIkIG¯DInuII^¯�lQ<¯<^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PQl¯<kI<¯Ql

E<\\IG¯
IkQ^OQ<µ¯0PQl¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯u<l¯Ivh`lIG¯Nk`]¯<D`on¯��¶���¯n`¯��¶���¯wI<kl

<O`µ¯0PI¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯]<w¯P<tI¯hk`tQGIG¯<¯u<w¯N`k¯nPI¯{kln¯hI`h\I¯n`¯nk<tI\¯Nk`]

�lQ<¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�`uItIk¶¯`^EI¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯hI`h\I¯u`o\G

P<tI¯N<EIG¯<¯^Iu¯EP<\\I^OIµ¯0PQE[¯QEI¯lPIInl¯Q^

�\<l[<¯u`o\G¯P<tI¯D\`E[IG¯hI`h\I¯Nk`]¯O`Q^O

NoknPIk¯l`onPµ¯�¯h<ll<OI¯nPk`oOP¯nPIlI¯QEI

lPIInl¯`hI^IG¯oh¯<k`o^G¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯0PQl

]I<^l¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI¯kI<EPIG¯l`onPIk^

h<knl¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<D`on¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ

/hI<k¯h`Q^nl¯uIkI¯GQlE`tIkIG¯Q^¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¯nP<n

G<nI¯D<E[¯n`¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯{kln

N`o^G¯^I<k¯�\`tQl¶¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¶¯l`¯nPIw¯<kI¯E<\\IG

�\`tQl¯h`Q^nlµ¯�\`tQl¯h`Q^nl¯uIkI¯<\l`¯N`o^G¯Q^

lItIk<\¯<kI<l¯<k`o^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯ `ln¯G<nIG

D<E[¯n`¯<k`o^G¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Challenges to the Land Bridge Theory

/EQI^nQlnl¯uP`¯lohh`kn¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯lnQ\\¯u`^GIk¯P`u¯nPI¯{kln¯hI`h\I¯nk<tI\IG

<^G¯uPw¯nPIw¯nk<tI\IG¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�tQGI^EI¯nP<n¯Po]<^l¯uIkI¯Q^

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯]`kI¯nP<^¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`¯EP<\\I^OIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Text sources:

National Geographic Society. 2024. “Map: Bering Land Bridge.”

National Park Service. 2023. “Beringia.”

Roos, Dave. 2025. “How Early Humans First Reached the Americas: Three Theories.” HISTORY.

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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The possible sea route for North and South

American migration followed a kelp forest, which

could have provided food during the long journey.

Base map by Sémhur via Wikimedia Commons,

public domain.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Coastal Migration Theory Article

Directions:°�¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.I<G¯`^I¯nPI`kw

DI\`u¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.INIk¯n`¯nPI

EP<kn¯w`o¯EkI<nIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<O<Q^¶¯<^G¯EQkE\I¯nPI

ItQGI^EI¯`^¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯nP<n¯]<nEPIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Evidence of Coastal Migration

0PIkI¯Ql¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯loOOIlnl¯Po]<^l¯N`\\`uIG¯nPI¯E`<ln\Q^I¯`N¯^`knPI<lnIk^

�lQ<¯<^G¯
IkQ^OQ<¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<µ¯/EQI^nQlnl¯uP`

lohh`kn¯nPI¯E`<ln<\¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯DI\QItI¯Po]<^l¯N`\\`uIG¯<¯Ò[I\h

PQOPu<wÓ¯<l¯<¯l`okEI¯`N¯N``G¯<\`^O¯nPIQk¯Y`ok^Iwµ¯�I\h¯Ql¯<

[Q^G¯`N¯lI<uIIG¯nP<n¯lnQ\\¯Ok`ul¯<\`^O¯nPI

E`<lnl¯n`G<wµ¯0PI¯E`<ln<\¯]QOk<nQ`^

nPI`kw¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI

lInn\IG¯Q^¯<¯h\<EI¯E<\\IG¯ `^nI¯6IkGI

^I<k¯nPI¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯��¶���

wI<kl¯<O`µ¯�tQGI^EI¯`N¯[I\h¯u<l¯N`o^G¯Q^

nPI¯{kIh\<EIl¯`N¯ln`^I¯P`]Il¯<n¯ `^nI

6IkGIµ¯/EQI^nQlnl¯<\l`¯N`o^G¯u``GI^

E`k^Ik¯h`lnl¯nP<n¯lohh`knIG¯Ponl¶¯lEk<hl

`N¯<^Q]<\¯PQGIl¯olIG¯N`k¯E\`nPQ^O¯<^G

DIGGQ^O¶¯<^G¯u``G¯<^G¯ln`^I¯n``\lµ

7``G¯<^G¯<^Q]<\¯PQGIl¯olIG¯Dw¯nPIlI

{kln¯hI`h\Il¯uIkI¯hkIlIktIG¯Q^¯<¯lu<]hw

D`Oµ

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Challenges to the Coastal Migration Theory

�oknPIk¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯P<kG¯n`¯{^Gµ¯�o]<^l¯lInn\IG¯Q^¯!`knP¯<^G

/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯uPI^¯lI<¯\ItI\l¯uIkI¯]oEP¯\`uIkµ¯!`u¯nP<n¯lI<¯\ItI\l¯<kI

PQOPIk¶¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯u`o\G¯DI¯o^GIku<nIk¯<^G¯GQN{Eo\n¯n`¯\`E<nIµ


IlhQnI¯nPIlI¯EP<\\I^OIl¶¯lEQI^nQlnl¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯\``[¯N`k¯]`kI¯ItQGI^EI¯n`

lohh`kn¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Text sources:

Chambers, Roseanne. 2021. “The Kelp Highway.”

National Geographic. 2017. “Did the First Americans Take a Ride on the Kelp Highway?”

Strommer, Kristin. 2017. “The First Americans Were Seafarers, Not Hikers, Paper Says.” OregonNews.

Lesson 4: Scientific Migration Theories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Land Bridge Theory Article (Adapted Text)

Directions:°�¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.I<G¯`^I¯nPI`kw

DI\`u¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.INIk¯n`¯nPI

EP<kn¯w`o¯EkI<nIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<O<Q^¶¯<^G¯EQkE\I¯nPI

ItQGI^EI¯`^¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯nP<n¯]<nEPIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

ice age

<¯nQ]I¯uPI^¯�<knP¯u<l¯tIkw¯E`\G¯<^G¯E`tIkIG¯uQnP¯QEI

Beringia <¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯DInuII^¯�lQ<¯<^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<

land bridge \<^G¯nP<n¯E`^^IEnl¯nu`¯h\<EIl

exposed o^E`tIkIG

passage <¯u<w¯nPk`oOP

spear points lP<kh¯ln`^I¯n``\l¯olIG¯N`k¯Po^nQ^O

Evidence of a Land Bridge


okQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯ice age¶¯nPQE[¯QEI¯lPIInl¯E`tIkIG¯nPI¯^`knPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯�<knPµ¯0PI

QEI¯nk<hhIG¯<¯\`n¯`N¯lI<u<nIkµ¯0PQl¯]<GI¯nPI¯`EI<^¯u<nIk¯\ItI\¯O`¯G`u^µ¯7PI^

nPI¯u<nIk¯\ItI\¯Gk`hhIG¶¯]`kI¯\<^G¯<hhI<kIGµ

�¯lnkQh¯`N¯\<^G¯<hhI<kIG¯DInuII^¯�lQ<¯<^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PQl¯\<^G¯Ql¯E<\\IG

Beringiaµ¯0PI land bridge u<l¯exposed°Nk`]¯<D`on¯��¶���¯n`¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ

0PI¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯]<w¯P<tI¯hk`tQGIG¯<¯u<w¯N`k¯nPI¯{kln¯hI`h\I¯n`¯nk<tI\¯Nk`]¯�lQ<

Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�`uItIk¶¯`^EI¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯hI`h\I¯u`o\G¯P<tI¯N<EIG¯<¯^Iu¯EP<\\I^OIµ

0PQE[¯QEI¯lPIInl¯Q^¯�\<l[<¯D\`E[IG¯hI`h\I¯Nk`]¯O`Q^O¯NoknPIk¯l`onPµ¯�

passage°nPk`oOP¯nPIlI¯QEI¯lPIInl¯`hI^IG¯oh¯<k`o^G¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯0PQl

]I<^l¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI¯kI<EPIG¯l`onPIk^¯h<knl¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<D`on

��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ
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The land bridge theory proposes that

people migrated to North America

through Beringia, moving south until

they found land that was not covered

by ice sheets. Image by Roblespepe via

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Spear points°uIkI¯GQlE`tIkIG¯Q^¯!Iu¯ IvQE`µ

0PIw¯<kI¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯`\Gµ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯{kln¯N`o^G

^I<k¯�\`tQl¶¯!Iu¯ IvQE`¶¯l`¯nPIw¯<kI¯E<\\IG¯�\`tQl

h`Q^nlµ¯�\`tQl¯h`Q^nl¯uIkI¯<\l`¯N`o^G¯Q^¯]<^w

<kI<l¯<k`o^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯ `ln¯<kI¯Nk`]

<D`on¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ

Challenges to the Land Bridge Theory

/EQI^nQlnl¯uP`¯lohh`kn¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯lnQ\\¯u`^GIk

P`u¯nPI¯{kln¯hI`h\I¯nk<tI\IG¯<^G¯uPw¯nPIw

nk<tI\IG¯Q^n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯/`]I¯ItQGI^EI

lP`ul¯Po]<^l¯uIkI¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯]`kI¯nP<^

��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯0PQl¯EP<\\I^OIl¯nPI¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯nPI`kwµ

Text sources:

National Geographic Society. 2024. “Map: Bering Land Bridge.”

National Park Service. 2023. “Beringia.”

Roos, Dave. 2025. “How Early Humans First Reached the Americas: Three Theories.” HISTORY.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Coastal Migration Theory Article (Adapted Text)

Directions:°�¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.I<G¯`^I¯nPI`kw

DI\`u¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.INIk¯n`¯nPI

EP<kn¯w`o¯EkI<nIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯<O<Q^¶¯<^G¯EQkE\I¯nPI

ItQGI^EI¯`^¯w`ok¯EP<kn¯nP<n¯]<nEPIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

coastline

nPI¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯^I<k¯nPI¯lI<

Beringia <¯\<^G¯DkQGOI¯DInuII^¯�lQ<¯<^G¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<

kelp <¯[Q^G¯`N¯lI<uIIG¶¯`k¯h\<^n¶¯nP<n¯Ok`ul¯Q^¯nPI¯`EI<^

preserved [Ihn¯l<NI

bog uIn¶¯lu<]hw¯Ok`o^G

settled n`¯\QtI¯Q^¯`^I¯h\<EI

sea level nPI¯PIQOPn¯`N¯`EI<^¯u<nIk

Evidence of Coastal Migration

0PIkI¯Ql¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯loOOIlnl¯Po]<^l¯nk<tI\IG¯Dw¯D`<n¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

0PIw¯]<w¯P<tI¯N`\\`uIG¯nPI¯coastline°`N¯^`knPI<lnIk^¯�lQ<¯<^G¯Beringia°Q^n`

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<µ

/EQI^nQlnl¯uP`¯lohh`kn¯nPI¯E`<ln<\¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯DI\QItI¯Po]<^l¯N`\\`uIG¯<

Òkelp°PQOPu<wµÓ¯�I\h¯Ql¯<¯[Q^G¯`N¯lI<uIIG¯nP<n¯lnQ\\¯Ok`ul¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<lnl

n`G<wµ¯+I`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI¯I<nI^¯nPI¯[I\h¯<l¯nPIw¯nk<tI\IGµ

0PI¯E`<ln<\¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E`o\G¯P<tI¯lInn\IG¯Q^¯<¯h\<EI

E<\\IG¯ `^nI¯6IkGIµ¯ `^nI¯6IkGI¯Ql¯^I<k¯nPI¯nQh¯`N¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<µ¯+I`h\I¯\QtIG

nPIkI¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ
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The possible sea route for North and South

American migration followed a kelp forest, which

could have provided food during the long journey.

Base map by Sémhur via Wikimedia Commons,

public domain.

/EQI^nQlnl¯N`o^G¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯[I\h¯Q^¯nPI

{kIh\<EIl¯`N¯ln`^I¯P`]Il¯<n¯ `^nI

6IkGIµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯N`o^G¯u``GI^¯E`k^Ik

h`lnl¯nP<n¯lohh`knIG¯Ponl¶¯lEk<hl¯`N

<^Q]<\¯PQGIl¯olIG¯N`k¯E\`nPQ^O¯<^G

DIGGQ^O¶¯<^G¯u``G¯<^G¯ln`^I¯n``\lµ¯0PI

u``G¯<^G¯<^Q]<\¯PQGIl¯uIkI

preserved°Q^¯<¯lu<]hw¯bogµ

Challenges to the Coastal

Migration Theory

 `kI¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯P<kG¯n`

{^Gµ¯�IkIÕl¯uPw·¯�o]<^l¯settled°Q^¯!`knP¯<^G¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¯uPI^ sea levels

uIkI¯]oEP¯\`uIkµ¯!`u¯lI<¯\ItI\l¯<kI¯PQOPIkµ¯0PQl¯]I<^l¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPQl

nPI`kw¯u`o\G¯DI¯o^GIku<nIkµ¯�n¯Ql¯GQN{Eo\n¯n`¯\`E<nI¯ItQGI^EI¯o^GIku<nIkµ


IlhQnI¯nPIlI¯EP<\\I^OIl¶¯lEQI^nQlnl¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯\``[¯N`k¯]`kI¯ItQGI^EI¯n`

lohh`kn¯nPQl¯nPI`kwµ

Text sources:

Chambers, Roseanne. 2021. “The Kelp Highway.”

National Geographic. 2017. “Did the First Americans Take a Ride on the Kelp Highway?”

Strommer, Kristin. 2017. “The First Americans Were Seafarers, Not Hikers, Paper Says.” OregonNews.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mapping Indigenous Migration Stories

Directions: As you watch each video, draw arrows on the map to show the

direction that each group’s ancestors traveled to reach their homeland. Be

ready to discuss how the stories are similar to or different from the migration

theories we learned about in class.

Hopi Migration Story
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Agua Caliente Migration Story

Lesson 5: Indigenous Migration Stories

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


What do these stories tell us that physical evidence cannot?

Image sources: Maps created by Educurious using “Blank US Map” by Heitordp via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 /

public domain.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mapping Indigenous Migration Stories (Frames and

Word Bank)

Directions: As you watch each video, draw arrows on the map to show the

direction that each group’s ancestors traveled to reach their homeland. Be

ready to discuss how the stories are similar to or different from the migration

theories we learned about in class.

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^l

homeland the place where a group of people comes from; their true

home

sacred very special and important in a spiritual or religious way

ancestors family members who lived long ago
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Agua Caliente Migration Story
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What do these stories tell us that physical evidence cannot? You can use the

sentence frames to help you draft your response.

Stories and physical evidence both teach us about migration, but stories

also tell us ___.

Stories are important because they explain ___, which physical evidence

cannot show us.

Image sources: Maps created by Educurious using “Blank US Map” by Heitordp via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 /

public domain.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Inquiry Circle Supports (Frames and Word Bank)

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯<^G¯{^G¯u`kGl¯<^G¯hPk<lIl¯Nk`]¯nPI

u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯lI^nI^EIlµ¯1lI¯nPIlI¯lI^nI^EIl¯n`¯h<knQEQh<nI

GokQ^O¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�QkE\Iµ

Word Bank

land bridge theory Indigenous migration stories

coastal migration theory archaeologist

Beringia evidence

Kelp highway Clovis points

migrate White Sands footprints

Sentence Frames

!<]Q^O

0PI`kQIl

#^I¯nPI`kw¯Ql¯nPI¯___µ

�^`nPIk¯nPI`kw¯loOOIlnl¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯___µ


QlEollQ^O

�tQGI^EI

�tQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lohh`knlÂEP<\\I^OIl¯nPQl¯nPI`kw

Q^E\oGIl¯___µ

0PI¯ÎItQGI^EIÏ¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯___µ

�^GQOI^`ol¯]QOk<nQ`^¯ln`kQIl¯nI\\¯ol¯nP<n¯___µ


oQ\GQ^O¯`^

�GI<l


oQ\GQ^O¯`^¯uP<n¯Î!<]IÏ¯l<QG¶¯___µ

�¯<OkII¯uQnP¯Î!<]IÏ¯DIE<olI¯___µ

�l[Q^O

-oIlnQ`^l

/`]InPQ^O¯�Õ]¯lnQ\\¯u`^GIkQ^O¯<D`on¯Ql¯___µ
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Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task

7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯nPI`kQIl¯<D`on¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

Directions: 9`o¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯GQNNIkI^n¯nPI`kQIl¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯{kln

hI`h\I¯]QOPn¯P<tI¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯n`

ukQnI¯<D`onµ¯
IlEkQDI¯nu`¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lohh`kn¯nPI¯nPI`kw¯<^G

Ivh\<Q^¯w`ok¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ¯0PI^¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw¯uI¯G`^Ûn

[^`u¯N`k¯lokI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPI

7`kG¯
<^[¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯ukQnI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIµ

Word Bank

migrate theory land bridge

coastal

migration

0PI`kw·

�tQGI^EI¯Á�·

 w¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI·
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�tQGI^EI¯Á�·

 w¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI·

7Pw¯G`^Õn¯uI¯[^`u¯N`k¯lokI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 1 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯nPI`kQIl¯<D`on¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

Directions: 9`o¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯GQNNIkI^n¯nPI`kQIl¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯{kln

hI`h\I¯]QOPn¯P<tI¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�P``lI¯`^I¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kw¯n`

ukQnI¯<D`onµ¯
IlEkQDI¯nu`¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lohh`kn¯nPI¯nPI`kw¯<^G

Ivh\<Q^¯w`ok¯kI<l`^Q^O¯N`k¯I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ¯0PI^¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw¯uI¯G`^Ûn

[^`u¯N`k¯lokI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPI

7`kG¯
<^[¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯ukQnI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIµ

Word Bank

migrate theory land bridge

coastal

migration

0PI`kw·

I think the ___ is best supported by the evidence.

�tQGI^EI¯Á�·

One piece of evidence is ___.
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My reasoning for this evidence:

This evidence supports the theory because ___.

Evidence #2:

Another piece of evidence is ___.

My reasoning for this evidence:

This evidence supports the theory because ___.
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7Pw¯G`^Õn¯uI¯[^`u¯N`k¯lokI¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

We don’t know for sure because ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

White Sands Archaeology Notes Organizer

Directions:°0<[I¯^`nIl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯tQGI`¯n`¯kIlh`^G¯n`¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ¯
I

kI<Gw¯n`¯lP<kI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIl¯uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ

Ê�·��Ë·¯7PIkI¯uIkI¯N``nhkQ^nl¯GQlE`tIkIG¼

Ê�·��Ë¯7P<n¯nwhI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯<kI¯nPI¯N``nhkQ^nl¼

Ê�·��Ë·¯7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯GQG¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯{^G¯nP<n¯lP`uIG¯Po]<^l¯<^G¯�EI¯�OI

<^Q]<\l¯uIkI¯<n¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯<n¯nPI¯l<]I¯nQ]I¼

Ê�·��Ë¯7P<n¯E<^¯nPI¯N``nhkQ^nl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯<^G¯Q^nIk<EnIG¯<n

7PQnI¯/<^Gl¼
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(5:24) How old are the footprints?

(5:24) Why do archaeologists think the age of these footprints is so important?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

White Sands Archaeology Notes Organizer (Sentence

Frames)

Directions:°0<[I¯^`nIl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯tQGI`¯n`¯kIlh`^G¯n`¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ¯9`o

E<^¯olI¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯Gk<Nn¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIlµ¯
I¯kI<Gw¯n`

lP<kI¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lIl¯uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ

Ê�·��Ë·¯7PIkI¯uIkI¯N``nhkQ^nl¯GQlE`tIkIG¼¯�Q\\¯Q^¯nPI¯D\<^[lµ

The footprints were discovered at ___________________________________ National Park

in ___________________________________µ

Ê�·��Ë¯7P<n¯nwhI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯<kI¯nPI¯N``nhkQ^nl¼¯�QkE\I¯`^I·

<knQN<En

N`llQ\

`k<\¯nk<GQnQ`^

Ê�·��Ë·¯7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯GQG¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯{^G¯nP<n¯lP`uIG¯Po]<^l¯<^G¯�EI¯�OI

<^Q]<\l¯uIkI¯<n¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯<n¯nPI¯l<]I¯nQ]I¼

Archaeologists found ___.

Lesson 8: Cluster 2 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


(4:24) What can the footprints tell us about how people lived and interacted at

White Sands?

The footprints show that people ___.

(5:24) How old are the footprints? Fill in the blank.

The footprints are ________________________________________ years old.

(5:24) Why do archaeologists think the age of these footprints is so important?

The age is important because it shows ___.

Lesson 8: Cluster 2 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Artifact Stations Notes Organizer

Directions: Use this handout to record your observations, inferences, and questions at each artifact station.

Station 1: Decorated Clay Objects

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

Lesson 9: Archaeological Research

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Station 2: Black-on-White Pottery

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?
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Station 3: Warrior Sculptures

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?
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Artifact Stations

Station 1: Decorated Clay Objects

Clay objects found during the excavation of Poverty Point National Monument, a prehistoric earthwork site in

present-day Louisiana.
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Description: These small clay objects were made by hand and decorated with designs. Most clay

objects at Poverty Point were plain and used for cooking, but these decorated ones are different.

They have been found hundreds of miles away, which means people traded or traveled with them.

Archaeologists aren't sure what these decorated objects were used for.

Type: Artifact

Maker: Poverty Point people

Location: Near the Mississippi River in present-day Louisiana

Date: 3,700–3,300 years ago
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Station 2: Black-on-White Pottery

Miembres pottery bowls made by the Mogollon people. The Mogollons lived in what is today known as northern Mexico,

Arizona, and New Mexico.
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Description: The Mogollon people made different types of pottery. Some pottery was plain, while

other pottery was decorated with black-on-white painted designs. The decorated pottery shows

artistic skill and careful craftsmanship. Archaeologists have found plain pottery and decorated

pottery in different places at Mogollon sites.

Type: Artifact

Maker: Mogollon people

Location: Mountains of present-day Arizona and New Mexico

Date: 1,800–600 years ago
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Station 3: Warrior Sculptures

The Atlantes of Tula are the work of the Toltec culture. Each statue is 16 feet tall and carved out of basalt.
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Description: The Toltec people carved large stone sculptures of warriors. Some sculptures were over

15 feet tall and were placed in public spaces in their capital city of Tula, where thousands of people

lived. Creating these massive sculptures required many workers, specialized tools, and careful

planning.

Type: Artifact

Maker: Toltec people

Location: Central Valley of present-day Mexico

Date: 1,100–800 years ago
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Image sources:

“Poverty Point Clay Utensils” by Heironymous Rowe via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

“Mogollon Pottery” by Yinan Chen via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 / public domain.

“Telamones Tula” by Luidger via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Artifact Stations Notes Organizer (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Use this handout to record your observations, inferences, and questions at each artifact station.

Station 1: Decorated Clay Objects

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

I see ___.

I notice ___.

This tells me that people ___.

This shows that people ___.

I wonder ___.

How / Why did people ___?
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Station 2: Black-on-White Pottery

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

I see ___.

I notice ___.

This tells me that people ___.

This shows that people ___.

I wonder ___.

How / Why did people ___?
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Station 3: Warrior Sculptures

SEE

What do I observe or notice?

THINK

What does this tell me about

how people lived?

WONDER

What questions do I still have?

I see ___.

I notice ___.

This tells me that people ___.

This shows that people ___.

I wonder ___.

How / Why did people ___?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Society Scavenger Hunt

Directions:°7`k[¯uQnP¯w`ok¯nI<]¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯lE<tI^OIk¯Po^n¯olQ^O¯w`ok

/`EQInw¯�<kG¯
IE[µ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQN<En¯Q]<OIl¯<^G¯nPI¯nIvn

`^¯I<EP¯E<kGµ

Find a society that created art or had religious ceremonies.

7PQEP°l`EQInw¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯nPQl¼

Find a society that grew crops or farmed.

7PQEP¯l`EQInw¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¼

7P<n¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯nPQl¼
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Find a society that lived in a very challenging environment (very hot, very

cold, or very dry).

7PQEP¯l`EQInw¯GQG¯w`o¯{^G¼

7P<n¯GQG¯nPIw¯G`¯n`¯<G<hn¯<^G¯loktQtI¯Q^¯nP<n¯I^tQk`^]I^n¼

Choose two societies. How were their homes or shelters different based on

where they lived?

/`EQInw¯�·

/`EQInw¯�·

�`u¯uIkI¯nPIQk¯P`]Il¯GQNNIkI^n¼
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Society Card Deck

Artifact Description

Clay objects found during the

excavation of Poverty Point

National Monument, a prehistoric

earthwork site in present-day

Louisiana.

3,700–3,300 years ago

Poverty Point

0PIlI¯hI`h\I¯DoQ\n¯<¯\<kOI¯lInn\I]I^n¯^I<k¯uPIkI¯nPI

 QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIk¯|`ul¯Q^n`¯nPI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¶¯Q^¯hkIlI^nÆ

G<w¯�`oQlQ<^<µ¯�D`on¯�¶���¯hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯nPIkI¯Q^¯���

P`]Ilµ¯0PIw¯nk<GIG¯uQnP¯Ok`ohl¯<l¯N<k¯<u<w¯<l¯nPI¯�kI<n

�<[Ilµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯DoQ\n¯PoOI¯]`o^Gl¯`N¯GQkn¯nP<n¯N`k]IG¯lQv

E`^EI^nkQE¯P<\NÆEQkE\Ilµ¯7I¯lnQ\\¯G`^Õn¯[^`u¯uPw¯nPIw¯DoQ\n

nPI¯]`o^Gl¯`k¯P`u¯nPIw¯olIG¯nPI]µ¯�knQN<Enl¯Q^E\oGI¯E\<w

E``[Q^O¯`DYIEnl¶¯lhI<k¯h`Q^nl¶¯<^G¯ln`^I¯DI<Glµ

Miembres pottery bowls made by the

Mogollon people. The Mogollons lived in

what is today known as northern Mexico,

Arizona, and New Mexico.

1,800–600 years ago

Mogollon

0PI¯ `O`\\`^¯hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯Q^¯]`o^n<Q^¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯Q^

hkIlI^nÆG<w¯�kQz`^<¯<^G¯!Iu¯ IvQE`µ¯�<k\w¯ `O`\\`^

hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯Q^¯hQn¯P`olIl¯GoO¯Q^n`¯nPI¯Ok`o^G¶¯uPQEP

hk`nIEnIG¯nPI]¯Nk`]¯E`\G¯]`o^n<Q^¯uI<nPIkµ¯�<nIk¶¯nPIw

DoQ\n¯<D`tIÆOk`o^G¯P`]Il¯Nk`]¯<G`DI¯ÊGkQIG¯]oG¯DkQE[lËµ

0PIw¯<\l`¯DoQ\n¯o^GIkOk`o^G¯k``]l¯E<\\IG¯[Qt<l¯N`k

EIkI]`^QIlµ¯0PI¯ `O`\\`^¯Po^nIG¯<^Q]<\l¶¯O<nPIkIG¯uQ\G

h\<^nl¶¯<^G¯OkIu¯l`]I¯Ek`hlµ¯�kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯P<tI¯N`o^G

h`nnIkw¯D`u\l¯N`k¯E``[Q^O¯<^G¯ln`kQ^O¯N``G¶¯h\ol¯GIE`k<nIG

D\<E[Æ`^ÆuPQnI¯h`nnIkw¯olIG¯Q^¯kI\QOQ`ol¯EIkI]`^QIlµ
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The Atlantes of Tula are the work of the Toltec

culture. Each statue is 16 feet tall and carved

out of basalt.

1,100–800 years ago

Toltec

0PI¯0`\nIE¯hI`h\I¯E`^nk`\\IG¯<¯\<kOI¯I]hQkI¯Q^¯EI^nk<\

 IvQE`µ¯0PIQk¯E<hQn<\¯EQnw¯`N¯0o\<¯P<G¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯hI`h\Iµ

0PI¯0`\nIE¯O`tIk^]I^n¯u<l¯ko^¯Dw¯nu`¯h`uIkNo\¯Ok`ohl·

nPI¯]Q\Qn<kw¯<^G¯nPI¯hkQIlnlµ¯0PIw¯DoQ\n¯ln`^I¯hwk<]QGl¯<^G

ln`^I¯ln<noIl¯`N¯u<kkQ`klµ¯0PIlI¯u<kkQ`k¯ln<noIl¯uIkI¯n<\\Ik

nP<^¯<¯Ok`u^¯hIkl`^º¯0PI¯0`\nIE¯<\l`¯EkI<nIG¯nPI¯\IOI^G¯`N

-oInz<\Ea<n\¶¯<¯NI<nPIkIG¯lIkhI^n¯O`Gµ¯�EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI

ln`kw¶¯-oInz<\Ea<n\¯u<l¯<¯ko\Ik¯uP`¯n<oOPn¯nPI¯hI`h\I

Q]h`kn<^n¯l[Q\\l¯<^G¯hk`]QlIG¯n`¯kInok^¯`^I¯G<wµ¯0PQl¯ln`kw

u<l¯h<llIG¯G`u^¯nPk`oOP¯OI^Ik<nQ`^l¯<^G¯Q^|oI^EIG

]<^w¯`nPIk¯Eo\nokIl¯Q^¯ Il`<]IkQE<µ

The Cliff Palace of Mesa Verde National Park

was once a 150 room building that housed

almost 100 people. It is thought that the Cliff

Palace served as a social or ceremonial

gathering place for the Ancestral Pueblo

people.

1,300–600 years ago

Ancestral Pueblo

0PI¯�^EIlnk<\¯+oID\`¯hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPuIln¶¯uPIkI

Qn¯u<l¯P`n¶¯Gkw¶¯<^G¯`NnI^¯E`\G¯Q^¯uQ^nIkµ¯0PIw¯DoQ\n¯GQNNIkI^n

nwhIl¯`N¯P`]Il¯GIhI^GQ^O¯`^¯uPIkI¯nPIw¯\QtIGµ¯/`]I¯DoQ\n

P`]Il¯Q^n`¯nPI¯lQGI¯`N¯E\QNNl¶¯olQ^O¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯k`E[¯N`k

hk`nIEnQ`^¯<^G¯lPI\nIkµ¯#nPIkl¯DoQ\n¯<D`tIÆOk`o^G¯P`]Il

Nk`]¯<G`DI¯ÊGkQIG¯]oGË¯DkQE[l¯Q^¯\<kOI¯tQ\\<OIlµ¯0PIw¯<\l`

DoQ\n¯o^GIkOk`o^G¯k``]l¯E<\\IG¯[Qt<l¯N`k¯EIkI]`^QIl¯<^G

E`]]o^Qnw¯O<nPIkQ^Olµ¯0PQl¯lnw\I¯`N¯DoQ\GQ^O¯O<tI¯nPI]

]`kI¯lh<EI¯n`¯ln`kI¯<^G¯OkQ^G¯E`k^¯n`¯NIIG¯nPIQk¯\<kOI

h`ho\<nQ`^µ¯/`]I¯tQ\\<OIl¯P<G¯<l¯]<^w¯<l¯��¶���¯hI`h\Iº

0PIkI¯uIkI¯]<^w¯k`<Gl¯E`^^IEnQ^O¯nPI¯tQ\\<OIlµ¯0PI¯k`<Gl

<\l`¯<\\`uIG¯N`k¯<¯\<kOI¯nk<GI¯^Inu`k[µ
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Gorget shell necklaces were worn

and carved by the Mississippian

people and were often carved with

culturally meaningful designs.

Common carvings include triskele,

coiled rattlesnake, spider, chunkey

player, and birdmen.

1,300–450 years ago

Mississippian

0PI¯ QllQllQhhQ<^¯hI`h\I¯DoQ\n¯nPIQk¯\<kOIln¯tQ\\<OIl¯<\`^O

nPI¯ QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIk¯<^G¯`nPIk¯^I<kDw¯kQtIklµ¯0PIw¯DoQ\n

EQnQIl¯nP<n¯DIE<]I¯Dolw¯nk<GI¯EI^nIklµ¯0PI¯\<kOIln¯EQnw¯u<l

�<P`[Q<¶¯uPQEP¯P<G¯��¶���¯hI`h\I¯\QtQ^O¯nPIkIµ¯�I<GIkl

\QtIG¯Q^¯P`olIl¯DoQ\n¯`^¯n`h¯`N¯DQO¯h\<nN`k]¯]`o^Glµ¯0PIQk

P`]Il¯uIkI¯GIE`k<nIG¯uQnP¯DI<onQNo\¯lPI\\l¯<^G¯hI<k\lµ

�]h`kn<^n¯hI`h\I¯u`kI¯lhIEQ<\¯lPI\\¯^IE[\<EIl¯E<\\IG

O`kOInl¯E<ktIG¯uQnP¯lw]D`\l¯<^G¯GIlQO^lµ¯0PI

 QllQllQhhQ<^l¯N<k]IG¯E`k^¶¯DI<^l¶¯<^G¯ljo<lPµ¯0PIw¯olIG

ln`^I¯P`Il¯n`¯]<[I¯{I\G¯u`k[¯I<lQIkµ
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/^`u¯O`OO\Il¯\Q[I¯nPIlI¯uIkI¯olIG¯Dw¯nPI

0Po\I¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯Q^P<DQnIG¯nPI¯�kEnQEµ

0PIw¯uIkI¯olIG¯n`¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯IwIl¯Nk`]

lo^\QOPn¶¯l^`u¶¯<^G¯uQ^Gµ

1,100–400 years ago

Thule

0PI¯0Po\I¯hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¯`N¯^`knPIk^¯�\<l[<

<^G¯^`knPIk^¯�<^<G<µ¯0PIw¯EkI<nIG¯lhIEQ<\¯D`<nl¯<^G¯n``\l

n`¯loktQtI¯Q^¯nPI¯E`\G¶¯Nk`zI^¯�kEnQEµ¯0PIw¯DoQ\n¯o]Q<[¯Ê\<kOI

D`<nl¯E`tIkIG¯Q^¯<^Q]<\¯l[Q^lË¯nP<n¯E`o\G¯E<kkw¯<¯uP`\I

nI<]¯`N¯Po^nIklµ¯0PIw¯Po^nIG¯uP<\Il¶¯lI<\l¶¯E<kQD`o¶¯h`\<k

DI<kl¶¯<^G¯`nPIk¯<^Q]<\lµ¯0`¯hk`nIEn¯nPIQk¯IwIl¯Nk`]¯nPI

DkQOPn¯lo^¯kI|IEnQ^O¯`NN¯l^`u¯<^G¯QEI¶¯nPIw¯E<ktIG¯l^`u

O`OO\Il¯uQnP¯nQ^w¯P`\Il¯n`¯lII¯nPk`oOPµ¯0PI¯0Po\I¯\QtIG¯Q^

l^`u¯P`olIl¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯E`\G¯uQ^nIk¯]`^nPl¯<^G¯]`tIG¯n`

l[Q^¯nI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯lo]]Ikµ¯0PIw¯nk<tI\IG¯`^¯l\IGl¯ho\\IG¯Dw

G`Olµ

Image sources:

Ò+`tIknw¯+`Q^n¯E\<w¯onI^lQ\lÓ¯Dw¯�IQk`^w]`ol¯.`uI¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò `O`\\`^¯h`nnIkwÓ¯Dw¯9Q^<^¯�PI^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯���µ

Ò0I\<]`^Il¯0o\<Ó¯Dw¯�oQGOIk¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò�\QNN¯+<\<EI¶¯ Il<¯6IkGIÓ¯Dw¯ �.��
1¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ

Ò�`v¯/nw\I¯�`kOInÓ¯Dw¯�IkD¯.`I¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯��¯
9Æ/�¯�µ�µ

Ò/^`u¯�`OO\IlÓ¯tQ<¯0PI¯ Ink`h`\Qn<^¯ olIo]¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ

Text source:


k`u^¶¯/P<^<µ¯^µGµ¯ÒAmerican Indian History Timeline Since Time Immemorial to CE 1450µÓ¯7<lPQ^On`^¯#N{EI¯`N¯/ohIkQ^nI^GI^n¯`N¯+oD\QE¯�^lnkoEnQ`^¯Ê#/+�Ëµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Society Scavenger Hunt (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Work with your team to complete the scavenger hunt using your

Society Card Deck. You can use evidence from the artifact images and the text

on each card.

Find a society that created art or had religious ceremonies.

The [society name] created ___.

Find a society that grew crops or farmed.

The [society name] grew ___.
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Find a society that lived in a very challenging environment (very hot, very

cold, or very dry).

The [society name] lived in a very [hot / cold / dry] environment. They adapted

by ___.

Choose two societies. How were their homes or shelters different based on

where they lived?

Society 1:

Society 2:

[Society 1] lived in ___. [Society 2] lived in ___. These are different because ___.
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Cluster 2 Discussion Diamond

Directions: Write on your corner of the Discussion Diamond when prompted.

Write a summary of your discussion in the middle after your group discusses.
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Discussion Diamond Support (Sentence Frames)

Directions:°�P``lI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯Nk`]¯nPI¯\Qln¯DI\`u¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯ukQnI¯w`ok

kIlh`^lI¯n`¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯1lI¯nPI¯hk`tQGIG¯u`kG¯D<^[

<^G¯w`ok¯E\<ll¯kIl`okEIl¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Ilµ

Word Bank

settlements fossils Poverty Point

food storage footprints Ancestral Pueblo

agriculture artifacts Mongollon

government Clovis points Mississippian

specialized jobs pottery Toltec

religion and art tools Thule

Sentence frames:

�tQGI^EI¯nI\\l¯ol¯nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯___µ

7I¯\I<k^IG¯nP<n¯hI`h\I¯`kO<^QzIG¯Dw¯___µ

0PQl¯PI\hIG¯nPI]¯___µ

0PI¯N``nhkQ^nl¯<n¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯lP`u¯___µ

0PI¯l`EQInQIl¯uI¯lnoGQIG¯GI]`^lnk<nI¯___µ

0PI¯<knQN<Enl¯uI¯Iv<]Q^IG¯kItI<\¯___µ

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯nI\\l¯ol¯nP<n¯___µ

+I`h\I¯u`k[IG¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯___µ


IE<olI¯nPIw¯P<G¯___¶¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯___µ

Lesson 11: Putting It Together

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task

7P<n¯E<^¯ItQGI^EI¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯P`u¯{kln¯hI`h\Il

`kO<^QzIG¯nPI]lI\tIl¯Q^n`¯l`EQInQIl¼

Part 1

Choose ONE society from the Society Card Deck. List three features of this

society and evidence for each feature.

Features of Complex Society

lInn\I]I^nl N``G¯ln`k<OI <OkQEo\nokI O`tIk^]I^n

lhIEQ<\QzIG¯Y`Dl <kn °kI\QOQ`^

Society name:

Time period:
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Feature Evidence

Look at the artifact on your society card. Why is it relevant for answering the

Cluster 2 Supporting Question?

The ___ is relevant because it shows ___.
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Part 2

Choose one way your chosen society organized themselves. This could be one

of the features we studied (settlements, food storage, agriculture, specialized

jobs, government, art and religion) OR another way you notice from the card.

Then, explain how organizing in this way helped this society adapt to their

environment and meet their needs.

Use at least two pieces of evidence from your society card. Your explanation

must include the artifact shown on the card.

Use this sentence frame to start your response or come up with your own:

One way the ___ people organized was by ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 2 Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

7P<n¯E<^¯ItQGI^EI¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯P`u¯{kln¯hI`h\Il

`kO<^QzIG¯nPI]lI\tIl¯Q^n`¯l`EQInQIl¼

Part 1

Choose ONE society from the Society Card Deck. List three features of this

society and evidence for each feature.

Features of Complex Society

lInn\I]I^nl N``G¯ln`k<OI <OkQEo\nokI O`tIk^]I^n

lhIEQ<\QzIG¯Y`Dl <kn °kI\QOQ`^

Society name:

Time period:
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Feature Evidence

Look at the artifact on your society card. Why is it relevant for answering the

Cluster 2 Supporting Question?

The ___ is relevant because it shows ___.
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Part 2

Choose one way your chosen society organized themselves. This could be one

of the features we studied (settlements, food storage, agriculture, specialized

jobs, government, art and religion) OR another way you notice from the card.

Then, explain how organizing in this way helped this society adapt to their

environment and meet their needs.

Use at least two pieces of evidence from your society card. Your explanation

must include the artifact shown on the card.

Claim: Connect to a feature of society.

One way the ___ people organized was by ___.

Evidence: Describe the artifact. What is it? What does it show?

The ___ shown on the card ___.
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Evidence: �GG¯]`kI¯lhIEQ{E¯GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E<kGµ

The card also shows ___.

Reasoning: �vh\<Q^¯P`u¯`kO<^QzQ^O¯nPQl¯u<w¯PI\hIG¯nPI]¯loktQtI¯`k¯<G<hnµ

This helped them ___. Because they had ___, they could ___.
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Cluster 3: Preservation of Archaeological Sites

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Stratigraphy Activity

Directions: Cut out the artifacts along the dotted lines. Then, place the

artifacts on the picture of soil layers. Artifacts should be placed in chronological

order relative to the other artifacts. Artifacts that are older should be buried

deeper than more recent artifacts.

Artifacts

Clovis point

(used for hunting

large animals)

glass beads

U.S. penny

clay pot

pendant

(worn around the

neck as jewelry)

ceramic plate

Image sources:

“Clovis Point” by Daderot via Wikimedia Commons, CC0 / public domain.

“Coweeta Creek Mound (Ma 34), Glass Beads” by Steve Davis via the University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill from the Research Laboratories of Archaeology Collection, CC BY-SA 3.0.

“United States Penny Obverse” by Sniff via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.

“Gilbert Rea #2 (Vir 213), Complete Clay Pot” by Tom Maher via the University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill from the Research Laboratories of Archaeology Collection, CC BY-SA 3.0.

“Hardaway Site (St 4), Engraved Pebble Pendant” by Steve Davis via the University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill from the Research Laboratories of Archaeology Collection, CC BY-SA 3.0.

“Graham Memorial Site (Or 257), Ceramic Plates” by Steve Davis via the University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill from the Research Laboratories of Archaeology Collection, CC BY-SA 3.0.

“Stratigraphy Activity” by Educurious, created using public domain stock images.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Teotihuacan Reading

Directions: Read the article below to learn about this archaeological site. Then,

highlight evidence to help answer the questions below.

1. Highlight ONE sentence that helps you answer this question: What

have archaeologists learned about Teotihuacan by studying the site?

2. Highlight ONE sentence that helps you answer this question: How is

this archaeological site being preserved?

Where Is Teotihuacan?

Teotihuacan was an ancient city in what is now central Mexico. It was settled

about 2,400 years ago. People lived there for about 800 years. At its peak, the

population was around 200,000 people. That’s close to the population of

Worcester, the second-largest city in Massachusetts.

Who Built Teotihuacan?

We don’t know who built Teotihuacan or why they left the city. About 500 years

after people left, the Aztecs found it. The Aztecs named it Teotihuacan,

meaning “the place where the gods were created.” The Aztecs also named all

of the buildings that they found on the site.

What Do We Know About the People of Teotihuacan?

The people of Teotihuacan created a city with a grid layout. There were around

2,000 apartment homes. There were also several pyramids, plazas, and

temples. There were palaces for the rulers.

The people of Teotihuacan had a simple written language using symbols for

words. The art found at Teotihuacan shows that people believed in many gods.

The primary god was shown as a spider goddess.
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Other artifacts show the city traded goods with other civilizations in the area.

They produced spear and dart heads made of a sharp volcanic stone. They

bought cotton, cacao, feathers, and shells from other areas.

Some people in Teotihuacan were farmers. They grew beans, avocados,

peppers, and squash. They also raised chickens and turkeys.

How Is the Archaeological Site of Teotihuacan Being

Preserved?

It is important to preserve this archaeological site. It needs to be kept safe from

people who want the land for new buildings or farming. The structures are also

breaking down over time.

Several groups are working to preserve the site. The World Monuments Fund

has paid to restore some of the art. They have also helped control tourism. The

site is owned by the Mexican government. Mexico has created an agency to

protect and conserve the site. It is also a World Heritage Site. This means an

international group called UNESCO gives it legal protection.

Text sources:

HISTORY.com editors. 2025. “Ancient Americas: Teotihuacan.”

UNESCO. n.d. “Pre-Hispanic City of Teotihuacan.”

World Monuments Fund. n.d. “Our Work / Projects and Programs: Teotihuacan.”
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Partner Responses

Directions: Compare what you highlighted with what your partner

highlighted. If you both highlighted the same sentence, go back and highlight

a new sentence. Then, work with your partner to write two sentences to answer

each question below. Use both pieces of evidence from the article, but write it

in your own words.

1. What have archaeologists learned about Teotihuacan by studying the site?

Archaeologists have learned that the people of Teotihuacan ___ and ___.

This shows that ___.

2. How is this archaeological site being preserved?

The archaeological site is being preserved by ___.

Groups are protecting Teotihuacan by ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Teotihuacan Reading (Word Bank)

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPQl¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIµ¯0PI^¶

PQOP\QOPn¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯PI\h¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯DI\`uµ

�µ¯�QOP\QOPn¯ONE lI^nI^EI¯nP<n¯PI\hl¯w`o¯<^luIk¯nPQl¯joIlnQ`^·¯7P<n

P<tI¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯Dw¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI¯lQnI¼

�µ¯�QOP\QOPn¯ONE lI^nI^EI¯nP<n¯PI\hl¯w`o¯<^luIk¯nPQl¯joIlnQ`^·¯�`u¯Ql

nPQl¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnI¯DIQ^O¯hkIlIktIG¼

Word Bank

grid layout lnkIInl¯`kO<^QzIG¯Q^¯lnk<QOPn¯\Q^Il¶¯\Q[I¯<¯EPIE[IkD`<kG

artifact <^¯`DYIEn¯]<GI¯Dw¯Po]<^l¯Q^¯nPI¯h<ln

traded D`oOPn¯<^G¯l`\G¯O``Gl¯uQnP¯`nPIk¯Ok`ohl

preserve n`¯hk`nIEn¯`k¯[IIh¯l`]InPQ^O¯l<NI

restore n`¯{v¯`k¯kIh<Qk¯l`]InPQ^O¯`\G

Where Is Teotihuacan?

0I`nQPo<E<^¯u<l¯<^¯<^EQI^n¯EQnw¯Q^¯uP<n¯Ql¯^`u¯EI^nk<\¯ IvQE`µ¯�n¯u<l¯lInn\IG

<D`on¯�¶���¯wI<kl¯<O`µ¯+I`h\I¯\QtIG¯nPIkI¯N`k¯<D`on¯���¯wI<klµ¯�n¯Qnl¯hI<[¶¯nPI

h`ho\<nQ`^¯u<l¯<k`o^G¯���¶���¯hI`h\Iµ¯0P<nÕl¯E\`lI¯n`¯nPI¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯`N

7`kEIlnIk¶¯nPI¯lIE`^GÆ\<kOIln¯EQnw¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ

Who Built Teotihuacan?

7I¯G`^Õn¯[^`u¯uP`¯DoQ\n¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯`k¯uPw¯nPIw¯\INn¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯�D`on¯���¯wI<kl

<NnIk¯hI`h\I¯\INn¶¯nPI¯�znIEl¯N`o^G¯Qnµ¯0PI¯�znIEl¯^<]IG¯Qn¯0I`nQPo<E<^¶

]I<^Q^O¯ÒnPI¯h\<EI¯uPIkI¯nPI¯O`Gl¯uIkI¯EkI<nIGµÓ¯0PI¯�znIEl¯<\l`¯^<]IG¯<\\

`N¯nPI¯DoQ\GQ^Ol¯nP<n¯nPIw¯N`o^G¯`^¯nPI¯lQnIµ
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What Do We Know About the People of Teotihuacan?

The people of Teotihuacan created a city with a grid layout. There were around

2,000 apartment homes. There were also several pyramids, plazas, and

temples. There were palaces for the rulers.

The people of Teotihuacan had a simple written language using symbols for

words. The art found at Teotihuacan shows that people believed in many gods.

The primary god was shown as a spider goddess.

Other artifacts show the city traded goods with other civilizations in the area.

They produced spear and dart heads made of a sharp volcanic stone. They

bought cotton, cacao, feathers, and shells from other areas.

Some people in Teotihuacan were farmers. They grew beans, avocados,

peppers, and squash. They also raised chickens and turkeys.

How Is the Archaeological Site of Teotihuacan Being

Preserved?

It is important to preserve this archaeological site. It needs to be kept safe

from people who want the land for new buildings or farming. The structures

are also breaking down over time.

Several groups are working to preserve the site. The World Monuments Fund

has paid to restore some of the art. They have also helped control tourism. The

site is owned by the Mexican government. Mexico has created an agency to

protect and conserve the site. It is also a World Heritage Site. This means an

international group called UNESCO gives it legal protection.

Text sources:

HISTORY.com editors. 2025. “Ancient Americas: Teotihuacan.”

UNESCO. n.d. “Pre-Hispanic City of Teotihuacan.”

World Monuments Fund. n.d. “Our Work / Projects and Programs: Teotihuacan.”
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Partner Responses

Directions: Compare what you highlighted with what your partner

highlighted. Discuss why you chose your evidence. Then, work with your

partner to write two sentences to answer each question below. Use both pieces

of evidence from the article, but write it in your own words.

1. What have archaeologists learned about Teotihuacan by studying the site?

Archaeologists have learned that the people of Teotihuacan ___ and ___.

This shows that ___.

2. How is this archaeological site being preserved?

The archaeological site is being preserved by ___.

Groups are protecting Teotihuacan by ___.
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Cahokia Mounds Storyboard

Directions: Work with your group to create a storyboard showing the history of Cahokia. Each person will

create one scene using information from the timeline cards. The scene must include a simple illustration

showing what happened during your time period and a caption explaining the important events.

Scene 1: Early Cahokia (700s–900s) Scene 2: Cahokia Flourishing (1000s–1200s)

Illustration: Illustration:

Caption: Caption:
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Scene 3: Decline and Departure (1300s–1600s) Scene 4: Preservation Today (1900s–Present)

Illustration: Illustration:

Caption: Caption:
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Lesson 15 Exit Ticket

Why is it important to preserve Cahokia Mounds?
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Cahokia Mounds Timeline Cards

Timeline Cards

800s: Larger communities with

houses start to develop. People begin

to divide work. Some grow food while

others do different jobs. Corn is

introduced to the area.

900s: Workers build huge mounds

by carrying up to 50 pounds of earth

in baskets on their backs. They

eventually build the largest mound

north of Mexico.

1000s–1100s: Farms grow corn,

beans, and squash (the “three

sisters”) to feed many people. The

stone hoe is used as a farming tool,

which increases the amount of food

that can be produced. The

population grows quickly as people

move to Cahokia from other areas.

1100s–1200s: Cahokia becomes a

major trading center. People trade

along waterways from the Great

Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. The

Cahokia Woodhenge is built to track

the movement of the sun. A large

fence called a palisade is built around

the city to protect Cahokia from

attack. Social classes separate leaders

from workers.
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1300s:°�n¯DIE`]Il¯GQN{Eo\n¯n`¯NIIG

<^G¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯\<kOI¯h`ho\<nQ`^µ¯�n¯Ql

<\l`¯<¯EP<\\I^OI¯n`¯GQlh`lI¯`N¯<\\¯nPI

u<lnI¯hk`GoEIG¯Dw¯l`¯]<^w¯hI`h\Iµ

0PI¯<kI<¯DIE`]Il¯h`\\onIG¯<^G

o^PI<\nPwµ¯+I`h\I¯\I<tI¯�<P`[Q<µ

1400s–1600s:°#nPIk¯Ok`ohl¯\Q[I¯nPI

#^I`n<¯Eo\nokI¯<^G¯\<nIk¯nPI¯�<P`[Q<

nkQDI¯lInn\I¯Q^¯nPI¯<kI<¯N`k¯lP`kn

hIkQ`Glµ¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il

E`^nQ^oI¯\QtQ^O¯Q^¯nPI¯kIOQ`^µ¯�^¯nPI

����l¶¯�ok`hI<^¯E`\`^Qlnl¯<kkQtI¶

DkQ^OQ^O¯GQlI<lIl¯<^G¯E`^|QEnl¯nP<n

Q]h<En°�^GQOI^`ol¯E`]]o^QnQIlµ

1900s: 0`¯hkIlIktI¯nPI¯lQnI¶¯u``GI^

lnkoEnokIl¯\Q[I¯nPI¯h<\Ql<GI¯NI^EI¯<^G

7``GPI^OI¯h`lnl¯<kI¯kIE`^lnkoEnIGµ

+k<QkQI¯Ok<llIl¯<kI¯kIh\<^nIGµ

�kEP<I`\`OQlnl¯DIOQ^¯E<kINo\\w

GQOOQ^O¯n`¯\I<k^¯]`kIµ¯+kIlIkt<nQ`^

hk`nIEnl¯nPI¯]`o^Gl¯l`¯NonokI

OI^Ik<nQ`^l¯E<^¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nPI]µ

Today:° <^w¯Ok`ohl¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk

n`¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIµ¯�^

����¶¯Qn¯DIE`]Il¯<¯1!�/�#¯7`k\G

�IkQn<OI¯/QnI¶¯uPQEP¯]I<^l¯nP<n¯Qn

]oln¯DI¯hk`nIEnIG¯<l¯<^¯Q]h`kn<^n

Eo\nok<\¯\<^G]<k[µ¯/EQI^nQlnl

E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯lnoGw¯<knQN<Enl¯uPQ\I

�^GQOI^`ol¯nkQDIl¯\Q[I¯nPI¯#l<OI

!<nQ`^¯PI\h¯]<[I¯lokI¯nPIQk

<^EIln`klÕ¯EQnw¯Ql¯kIlhIEnIGµ
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Text sources:

Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division. n.d. “Cahokia Mounds.”

Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center at the University of Wisconsin–La Crosse. n.d. “Oneota: 1200–1650

AD.”

National Park Service. n.d. “Woodland Period—1,000 to 3,200 Years Ago.”

Wikipedia. n.d. “Cahokia.”

Image sources:

“Corn” by difatama, “Earth Mound” by OCHA Visual, “Hoe” by Eucalyp, “Fence” by ibrandify, “Refugees” by Gan

Khoon Lay, “Discoverer” by Amethyst Studio, “Meadow” by Softscape, “Together Hands” by verry poernomo, all via

thenounproject.com, CC BY 3.0.
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Cahokia Mounds Storyboard (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Use the sentence frames for each scene to help you write your

caption. You do not need to use all of the sentence frames, just the ones that

are helpful to you.

Scene 1: Early Cahokia (700s–900s)

�Qkln¶¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<P`[Q<¯___µ

0PI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<P`[Q<¯DoQ\n¯___µ


okQ^O¯nPQl¯nQ]I¯___µ

Scene 2: Cahokia Flourishing (1000s–1200s)

�<P`[Q<¯DIE<]I¯<¯OkI<n¯EQnw¯DIE<olI¯___µ

0PI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯�<P`[Q<¯OkIu¯___¯<^G¯nk<GIG¯___µ

7PI^¯�<P`[Q<¯u<l¯|`okQlPQ^O¶¯___µ

Scene 3: Decline and Departure (1300s–1600s)


on¯nPI^¯___µ

+I`h\I¯\INn¯�<P`[Q<¯DIE<olI¯___µ

�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯Qn¯DIE<]I¯GQN{Eo\n¯n`¯___µ

�<P`[Q<¯u<l¯<D<^G`^IG¯DIE<olI¯___µ

Scene 4: Preservation Today (1900s–Present)

0`G<w¶¯�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¯Ql¯hkIlIktIG¯Dw¯___µ

0`¯hk`nIEn¯nPI¯lQnI¶¯Ok`ohl¯<kI¯___µ

�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯hkIlIktI¯DIE<olI¯___µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mesa Verde Notes Organizer

Directions: Watch excerpts from the video to learn about why Mesa Verde is

important to Indigenous peoples and what we can learn from visiting and

studying the archaeological site.

1. Why is Mesa Verde important to Indigenous peoples?

2. What can we learn from visiting and studying Mesa Verde?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mesa Verde Notes Organizer (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Watch excerpts from the video to learn about why Mesa Verde is

important to Indigenous peoples and what we can learn from visiting and

studying the archaeological site. Choose one sentence frame to help you write

your answers to the questions below.

1. Why is Mesa Verde important to Indigenous peoples?

Mesa Verde is important to Indigenous peoples because ___.

Mesa Verde is sacred to Indigenous peoples because ___.

2. What can we learn from visiting and studying Mesa Verde?

We can learn ___.

Mesa Verde shows us that ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Inquiry Circle Prep

Directions: Use this handout to prepare your thinking for the Inquiry Circle

discussion. You can write sentences, jot down bullet points, draw sketches, or

use another method that works for you.

Question Your Thinking

Think about the three

archaeological sites you

learned about.

What's one detail that

stuck with you?

What did it teach you

about how people lived?
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Question Your Thinking

�]<OQ^I¯nPIlI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl

uIkI¯GIlnk`wIG¯`k¯\`lnµ

7P<n¯u`o\G¯uI¯\`lI¼

7P<n¯u`o\G^Ûn¯uI

[^`u¼

7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`

hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¯`N

{kln¯hI`h\Il¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Inquiry Circle Prep (Frames and Word Bank)


QkIEnQ`^l· Use this handout to prepare your thinking for the Inquiry Circle

discussion. You can write sentences, jot down bullet points, draw sketches, or

use another method that works for you. The sentence frames give you ways to

start your ideas. The word bank has helpful vocabulary words you can use

during discussion.

Word Bank

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\

lQnI

hkIlIktI |`okQlP hwk<]QGl

E`]h\Iv¯l`EQInw l<EkIG °]QOk<nI ]`o^Gl

E\QNN¯GuI\\Q^Ol 0I`nQPo<E<^ �<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl  Il<¯6IkGI

Question Your Thinking

Think about the three

archaeological sites you

learned about.

What's one detail that

stuck with you?

What did it teach you

about how people lived?

One detail that

stuck with me is

___.

This taught me

that people ___.

From [site name],

I learned that ___.
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Question Your Thinking

�]<OQ^I¯nPIlI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl

uIkI¯GIlnk`wIG¯`k¯\`lnµ

7P<n¯u`o\G¯uI¯\`lI¼

7P<n¯u`o\G^Ûn¯uI

[^`u¼

If the sites were

destroyed, we

would lose ___.

We wouldn’t

know ___.

Without [site

name], we

couldn’t learn

about ___.

7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`

hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¯`N

{kln¯hI`h\Il¼

It is important to

preserve

archaeological

sites because ___.

Preserving sites

helps us ___.

From [site name],

we learned that

___, which shows

why preservation

matters.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task

Part 1: Analyze a photograph of an archaeological site.

Directions: Choose one photograph of an archaeological site to analyze. Then,

identify key information about the photograph and explain how it is relevant to

the Cluster 3 Supporting Question.

Which photograph did you choose? Circle one:

Teotihuacan                    Cahokia Mounds                    Mesa Verde

Answer the following questions about the photograph you chose.

1. What does this source show?

2. Where are these structures located?

3. When were these structures built?
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�µ¯�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯hP`n`Ok<hP¯PI\h¯ol¯o^GIkln<^G¯uPw¯uI¯lP`o\G¯hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¼

Part 2: Explain why preservation is important.

Directions: 0Pk`oOP`on¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¶¯w`o¯lnoGQIG¯nPkII¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl·

0I`nQPo<E<^¶¯�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¶¯<^G¯ Il<¯6IkGIµ¯1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI

hP`n`Ok<hP¯w`o¯<^<\wzIG¯Q^¯+<kn¯�¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯<\\¯nPkII¯lQnIl¯n`

<^luIk¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¯`N¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¼
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Photographs of Archaeological Sites

Teotihuacan

Teotihuacan was a major city in ancient Mesoamerica, built outside present-day Mexico City. It was built between 100

BCE and 250 CE. The most well-known occupants of the city were the Aztecs, but the original builders are unknown.

An estimated 100,000–200,000 people lived there.
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Cahokia Mounds

The Cahokia Mounds are the site of an Indigenous city built across the Mississippi River from present-day St. Louis.

The mounds were built between 900 and 1300 CE. It was the largest and most important settlement of Mississippian

culture. An estimated 10,000–20,000 people lived there.
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Mesa Verde

Mesa Verde is a settlement in present-day Colorado, built between 500 and 1100 CE. It was an important settlement

for the Ancestral Pueblo people. An estimated 20,000 people lived there.
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Image sources:

“Teotihuacan” by Ralf Roletschek via Wikimedia Commons, Free Art License.

“Monks Mount” by Skubasteve834 via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.

“Cliff Palace” by Judson McCranie via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Cluster 3 Formative Assessment Task (Circle Options and

Frames)

Part 1: Analyze a photograph of an archaeological site.

Directions: Choose one photograph of an archaeological site to analyze. Then,

identify key information about the photograph and explain how it is relevant to

the Cluster 3 Supporting Question.

Which photograph did you choose? Circle one:

Teotihuacan                    Cahokia Mounds                    Mesa Verde

Answer the following questions about the photograph you chose.

1. What does this source show? Circle one:

This is a photograph of:

pyramids                    earthen mounds                    cliff dwellings

2. Where are these structures located? Circle one:

These structures are located in:

central Mexico                    Illinois                    Colorado

3. When were these structures built? Circle one:

They were built about:

700–800 years ago       800–1,200 years ago       2,400 years ago
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�µ¯�`u¯G`Il¯nPQl¯hP`n`Ok<hP¯PI\h¯ol¯o^GIkln<^G¯uPw¯uI¯lP`o\G¯hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¼

This photograph shows that ___.

Part 2: Explain why preservation is important.

Directions: 0Pk`oOP`on¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¶¯w`o¯lnoGQIG¯nPkII¯<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl·

0I`nQPo<E<^¶¯�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¶¯<^G¯ Il<¯6IkGIµ¯1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI

hP`n`Ok<hP¯w`o¯<^<\wzIG¯Q^¯+<kn¯�¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯<\\¯nPkII¯lQnIl¯n`

<^luIk¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯hkIlIktI

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnIl¯`N¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¼

It is important to preserve archaeological sites because ___.

The structures at [site name] show us that ___.

Preserving these sites helps us ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Indigenous Societies in North America

Content Assessment

Section 1: Geography

Directions: Below is a map of North America showing important locations you

studied in this unit. The locations are marked with numbered dots. Use the

word bank to match each location to its number on the map. Write the name

of the location next to the correct number. Then, answer the map analysis

questions.

Word Bank

White Sands Cahokia Mounds Mesa Verde Teotihuacan

Beringia

Important locations of ancient North America
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 <h¯�GI^nQ{E<nQ`^

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

 <h¯�^<\wlQl

�µ¯�``[¯<n¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�^¯uPQEP¯hkIlI^nÆG<w¯E`o^nkw¯Ql¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯\`E<nIG¼

�µ¯
IkQ^OQ<¯Ql¯nPI¯<kI<¯DInuII^¯/QDIkQ<¯<^G¯�\<l[<µ¯�EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G

DkQGOI¯nPI`kw¶¯P`u¯GQG¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯olI¯nPQl¯<kI<¼
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions: 
k<u¯<¯\Q^I¯DInuII^¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯<^G¯nPI¯]<nEPQ^O

GI{^QnQ`^µ

6`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG �`^^IEnQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^

nPI`kw

<¯lEQI^nQln¯uP`

lnoGQIl¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI

h<ln¯Dw¯Iv<]Q^Q^O

uP<n¯nPIw¯\INn

DIPQ^G

<knQN<En

n`¯hk`nIEn¯`k¯[IIh

l`]InPQ^O¯l<NI¯l`¯Qn

\<lnl¯Q^n`¯nPI¯NonokI

<kEP<I`\`OQln

<¯h\<EI¯Q^¯uPQEP

ItQGI^EI¯`N¯h<ln

Po]<^¯l`EQInQIl¯Ql

hkIlIktIG

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnI

<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯nP<n

Ql¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EI

hkIlIktI

<^¯`DYIEn¯]<GI¯`k

EP<^OIG¯Dw¯Po]<^l

Q^¯nPI¯h<ln
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Section 3: Social Studies Past & Present

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯l`okEI¯DI\`u¯<^G¯nPI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯9`o¯E<^

olI¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯n`¯PI\h¯kI]Q^G¯w`o¯<D`on¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kQIl¶¯Don¯w`o¯E<^¯<\l`

olI¯`nPIk¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯w`o¯kI]I]DIkµ

Ò0PI¯lPQ]]IkQ^O¯Go^Il¯`N¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯!<nQ`^<\¯+<k[¯Q^¯l`onPIk^¯!Iu

 IvQE`¯P<kD`k¯<^¯Ivnk<`kGQ^<kw¯lIEkIn·¯N`llQ\QzIG¯Po]<^¯N``nhkQ^nl¯nP<n

loOOIln¯Po]<^¯hkIlI^EI¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¯<l¯]oEP¯<l¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯I<k\QIk

nP<^¯hkItQ`ol\w¯DI\QItIGµÓ

ÈÒ0PIlI¯�^EQI^n¯�``nhkQ^nl¯.IukQnI¯�o]<^¯�Qln`kwÓ

�µ¯7P<n¯G`Il¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯uPI^¯hI`h\I¯{kln

E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

�µ¯7Pw¯G`¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnlÛ¯nPI`kQIl¯<D`on¯nPI¯h<ln¯l`]InQ]Il¯EP<^OI¼¯1lI¯nPI

7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯GQlE`tIkw¯<l¯<^¯Iv<]h\I¯Q^¯w`ok¯<^luIkµ
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Section 4: Paragraph Response

Directions: 0Pk`oOP`on¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯uIÕtI°olIG¯GQNNIkI^n¯nwhIl¯`N¯l`okEIl¯n`¯\I<k^

<D`on¯{kln¯hI`h\Ilµ¯�``[¯<n¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯DI\`u¶¯<^luIk¯nPI¯]o\nQh\IÆEP`QEI

joIlnQ`^l¶¯<^G¯nPI^¯ukQnI¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯kIlh`^lIµ

Source A:

the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde

(shown in this photograph)

Source B:

an article explaining what life was

like at Mesa Verde

Ò�k`]¯<D`on¯�
¯����¯n`¯����¯nPI

�^EIlnk<\¯+oID\`¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI

l`onPuIlnIk^¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯DoQ\n

kI]<k[<D\I¯P`olIl¯E<\\IG¯E\QNN

GuI\\Q^Olµ¯0PIlI¯]<llQtI¶

<h<kn]I^nÆ\Q[I¯lnkoEnokIl¯<kI

<]`^O¯nPI¯]`ln¯lnkQ[Q^O

<EPQItI]I^nl¯`N¯Î{kln¯hI`h\IlÏµ¯/In

<\`^O¯nPI¯lQGIl¯`k¯o^GIk¯nPI

`tIkP<^Ol¯`N¯E\QNNl¶¯nPIw¯P<G¯��¯n`¯<l

]<^w¯<l¯�¶���¯k``]l¯`^¯]o\nQh\I

ln`kQIlµÚ¯Ê/`okEI·¯�QGl¯
kQn<^^QE<Ë

�µ¯7PQEP¯l`okEI¯Ql¯<¯primary source ÊhPwlQE<\¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯h<lnË¼

�µ¯/`okEI¯�


µ¯/`okEI¯


�µ¯
`nP¯l`okEIl


µ¯!IQnPIk¯l`okEI

�µ¯7PQEP¯l`okEI¯Ql¯< secondary source ÊEkI<nIG¯Dw¯l`]I`^I¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI

h<lnË¼

�µ¯/`okEI¯�


µ¯/`okEI¯


�µ¯
`nP¯l`okEIl


µ¯!IQnPIk¯l`okEI
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�µ¯7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯olI¯D`nP¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEIl¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on

{kln¯hI`h\Il¯<^G¯h\<EIl¯\Q[I¯ Il<¯6IkGI¼¯�^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lI¶¯DI¯lokI¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^

uP<n¯I<EP¯l`okEI¯nI\\l¯w`o¯<D`on¯ Il<¯6IkGI¯<^G¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtIG¯nPIkIµ

Image sources:

Original base map from the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC). 2022. “North American

Environmental Atlas - Political Boundaries”. Statistics Canada, United States Census Bureau, Instituto

Nacional de Estadística y Geografía (INEGI). Edited by Educurious.

“Cliff Dwellings in Mesa Verde NP” by Jbjensen1 via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.

Text source:

Kids Britannica. n.d. “Cliff Dwelling.”
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Clusters 1–3 Handouts and Sources List

Directions:°1lI¯nPI¯\Qlnl¯`N¯kIl`okEIl¯DI\`u¯n`¯{^G¯Iv<]h\Il¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯{kln

hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPQ^O¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

Handouts

 <hhQ^O¯�^GQOI^`ol¯ QOk<nQ`^¯/n`kQIl¯Ê�Ill`^¯�Ë

7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯�kEP<I`\`Ow¯!`nIl¯#kO<^QzIk¯Ê�Ill`^¯�Ë

�knQN<En¯/n<nQ`^l¯!`nIl¯#kO<^QzIk¯Ê�Ill`^¯�Ë

/`EQInw¯/E<tI^OIk¯�o^n¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë

�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¯/n`kwD`<kG¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë

�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¯�vQn¯0QE[In¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë

 Il<¯6IkGI¯!`nIl¯#kO<^QzIk¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë

Sources

�knQN<En¯/n<nQ`^l¯Ê�Ill`^¯�Ë

/`EQInw¯�<kG¯
IE[¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë

0I`nQPo<E<^¯.I<GQ^O¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë

�<P`[Q<¯ `o^Gl¯0Q]I\Q^I¯�<kGl¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ë
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Indigenous Societies in North America

Content Assessment (Sentence Frames)

Section 1: Geography

Directions: Below is a map of North America showing important locations you

studied in this unit. The locations are marked with numbered dots. Use the

word bank to match each location to its number on the map. Write the name

of the location next to the correct number. Then, answer the map analysis

questions.

Word Bank

White Sands Cahokia Mounds Mesa Verde Teotihuacan

Beringia

Important locations of ancient North America

Lesson 19: Unit Synthesis

Student Handout
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 <h¯�GI^nQ{E<nQ`^

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

�µ¯___________________________________________

 <h¯�^<\wlQl

�µ¯�``[¯<n¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�^¯uPQEP¯hkIlI^nÆG<w¯E`o^nkw¯Ql¯0I`nQPo<E<^¯\`E<nIG¼

�µ¯
IkQ^OQ<¯Ql¯nPI¯<kI<¯DInuII^¯/QDIkQ<¯<^G¯�\<l[<µ¯�EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G

DkQGOI¯nPI`kw¶¯P`u¯GQG¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯olI¯nPQl¯<kI<¼

�EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯nPQl¯nPI`kw¶¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯olIG¯
IkQ^OQ<¯n`¯___µ
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions: 
k<u¯<¯\Q^I¯DInuII^¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯<^G¯nPI¯]<nEPQ^O

GI{^QnQ`^µ

6`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG �`^^IEnQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^

nPI`kw

<¯lEQI^nQln¯uP`

lnoGQIl¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI

h<ln¯Dw¯Iv<]Q^Q^O

uP<n¯nPIw¯\INn

DIPQ^G

<knQN<En

n`¯hk`nIEn¯`k¯[IIh

l`]InPQ^O¯l<NI¯l`¯Qn

\<lnl¯Q^n`¯nPI¯NonokI

<kEP<I`\`OQln

<¯h\<EI¯Q^¯uPQEP

ItQGI^EI¯`N¯h<ln

Po]<^¯l`EQInQIl¯Ql

hkIlIktIG

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnI

<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯nP<n

Ql¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EI

hkIlIktI

<^¯`DYIEn¯]<GI¯`k

EP<^OIG¯Dw¯Po]<^l

Q^¯nPI¯h<ln
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Section 3: Social Studies Past & Present

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯l`okEI¯DI\`u¯<^G¯nPI^¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯9`o¯E<^

olI¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯n`¯PI\h¯kI]Q^G¯w`o¯<D`on¯]QOk<nQ`^¯nPI`kQIl¶¯Don¯w`o¯E<^¯<\l`

olI¯`nPIk¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯w`o¯kI]I]DIkµ

Ò0PI¯lPQ]]IkQ^O¯Go^Il¯`N¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯!<nQ`^<\¯+<k[¯Q^¯l`onPIk^¯!Iu

 IvQE`¯P<kD`k¯<^¯Ivnk<`kGQ^<kw¯lIEkIn·¯N`llQ\QzIG¯Po]<^¯N``nhkQ^nl¯nP<n

loOOIln¯Po]<^¯hkIlI^EI¯Q^¯nPI¯�]IkQE<l¯<l¯]oEP¯<l¯��¶���¯wI<kl¯I<k\QIk

nP<^¯hkItQ`ol\w¯DI\QItIGµÓ

ÈÒ0PIlI¯�^EQI^n¯�``nhkQ^nl¯.IukQnI¯�o]<^¯�Qln`kwÓ

�µ¯7P<n¯G`Il¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯uPI^¯hI`h\I¯{kln

E<]I¯n`¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

The footprints tell us that people came to North America ___.

�µ¯7Pw¯G`¯<kEP<I`\`OQlnlÛ¯nPI`kQIl¯<D`on¯nPI¯h<ln¯l`]InQ]Il¯EP<^OI¼¯1lI¯nPI

7PQnI¯/<^Gl¯GQlE`tIkw¯<l¯<^¯Iv<]h\I¯Q^¯w`ok¯<^luIkµ

Archaeologists' theories sometimes change when ___.

For example, the White Sands discovery ___.
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Section 4: Paragraph Response

Directions: 0Pk`oOP`on¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯uIÕtI°olIG¯GQNNIkI^n¯nwhIl¯`N¯l`okEIl¯n`¯\I<k^

<D`on¯{kln¯hI`h\Ilµ¯�``[¯<n¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯DI\`u¯<^G¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¶

<^luIk¯nPI¯]o\nQh\IÆEP`QEI¯joIlnQ`^l¶¯<^G¯nPI^¯ukQnI¯<¯h<k<Ok<hP¯kIlh`^lIµ

Source A:

the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde

(shown in this photograph)

Source B:

an article explaining what life was

like at Mesa Verde

Ò�k`]¯<D`on¯�
¯����¯n`¯����¯nPI

�^EIlnk<\¯+oID\`¯hI`h\I¯`N¯nPI

l`onPuIlnIk^¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯DoQ\n

kI]<k[<D\I¯P`olIl¯E<\\IG¯E\QNN

GuI\\Q^Olµ¯0PIlI¯]<llQtI¶

<h<kn]I^nÆ\Q[I¯lnkoEnokIl¯<kI

<]`^O¯nPI¯]`ln¯lnkQ[Q^O

<EPQItI]I^nl¯`N¯Î{kln¯hI`h\IlÏµ¯/In

<\`^O¯nPI¯lQGIl¯`k¯o^GIk¯nPI

`tIkP<^Ol¯`N¯E\QNNl¶¯nPIw¯P<G¯��¯n`¯<l

]<^w¯<l¯�¶���¯k``]l¯`^¯]o\nQh\I

ln`kQIlµÚ¯Ê/`okEI·¯�QGl¯
kQn<^^QE<Ë

�µ¯7PQEP¯l`okEI¯Ql¯<¯primary source ÊhPwlQE<\¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯h<lnË¼

�µ¯/`okEI¯�


µ¯/`okEI¯


�µ¯
`nP¯l`okEIl


µ¯!IQnPIk¯l`okEI

�µ¯7PQEP¯l`okEI¯Ql¯< secondary source ÊEkI<nIG¯Dw¯l`]I`^I¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI

h<lnË¼

�µ¯/`okEI¯�


µ¯/`okEI¯


�µ¯
`nP¯l`okEIl


µ¯!IQnPIk¯l`okEI
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�µ¯7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯PI\hNo\¯n`¯olI¯D`nP¯hkQ]<kw¯<^G¯lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEIl¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on

{kln¯hI`h\Il¯<^G¯h\<EIl¯\Q[I¯ Il<¯6IkGI¼¯�^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lI¶¯DI¯lokI¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^

uP<n¯I<EP¯l`okEI¯nI\\l¯w`o¯<D`on¯ Il<¯6IkGI¯<^G¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtIG¯nPIkIµ

Source A tells us ___. Source B tells us ___.

Using both sources helps us because ___.

Image sources:

Original base map from the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC). 2022. “North American

Environmental Atlas - Political Boundaries”. Statistics Canada, United States Census Bureau, Instituto

Nacional de Estadística y Geografía (INEGI). Edited by Educurious.

“Cliff Dwellings in Mesa Verde NP” by Jbjensen1 via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.

Text source:

Kids Britannica. n.d. “Cliff Dwelling.”
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task

Step 1: Identify Your Evidence

Directions:°.ItQIu¯nPI¯E\<ll¯]<h¯<^G¯w`ok¯�\olnIkl¯�Ç�¯�<^G`onl¯<^G¯/`okEIl

�Qln¯n`¯lI\IEn¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯DIln¯lP`u¯nPI¯|`okQlPQ^O¯`N¯{kln

hI`h\Il¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�Q\\¯`on¯nPI¯lIEnQ`^l¯DI\`u¶¯nPI^¯Eon¯<^G¯h<lnI¯I<EP

ItQGI^EI¯D`v¯`^n`¯w`ok¯h`lnIkµ

�tQGI^EI¯^<]I·¯__________________________________________________

0whI¯ÊEQkE\I¯`^IË·

archaeological site       artifact      fossil       Indigenous knowledge

�`E<nQ`^·¯__________________________________________________

/`EQInw¯Â¯hI`h\I·¯__________________________________________________

0Q]I¯hIkQ`G¯Â¯<OI·¯__________________________________________________

�¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Dw¹
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Evidence name: __________________________________________________

Type (circle one):

archaeological site       artifact      fossil       Indigenous knowledge

Location: __________________________________________________

Society / people: __________________________________________________

Time period / age: __________________________________________________

�¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Dw¹

Summative Assessment
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Evidence name: __________________________________________________

Type (circle one):

archaeological site       artifact      fossil       Indigenous knowledge

Location: __________________________________________________

Society / people: __________________________________________________

Time period / age: __________________________________________________

�¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Dw¹

Summative Assessment

Student Handout
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Step 2: Create Your North America Map

Directions:° <k[¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^l¯`N¯w`ok¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�N

w`ok¯ItQGI^EI¯Ql¯^`n¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯w`o¯]<w¯hon¯Qn¯n`¯nPI¯lQGI

`N¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�on¯<^G¯h<lnI¯nPI¯]<h¯`^n`¯w`ok¯h`lnIk¯<^G¯Gk<u¯\Q^Il¯n`¯I<EP

hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ¯�N¯w`o¯{^QlP¯I<k\w¶¯w`o¯E<^¯<GG¯hQEnokIl¯`k¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^l¯`N

I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯w`ok¯h`lnIkµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task Checklist

Directions:°1lI¯nPQl¯EPIE[\Qln¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯w`oÛtI¯E`]h\InIG¯<\\¯h<knl¯`N¯w`ok

h`lnIkµ¯�PIE[¯`NN¯I<EP¯QnI]¯<l¯w`o¯E`]h\InI¯Qnµ

Step 1: Plan Your Evidence

7I°lI\IEnIG¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ

#ok¯ItQGI^EI¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯GQNNIkI^n¯\`E<nQ`^l¯<^G¯kIhkIlI^nl¯GQNNIkI^n

l`EQInQIl¯Â¯hI`h\Ilµ

7I¯P<tI¯<n¯\I<ln¯nu`¯GQNNIkI^n¯nwhIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI·

<knQN<En

N`llQ\

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯lQnI

`k<\¯nk<GQnQ`^

�`k¯I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¶¯uIÕtI¯hk`tQGIG·

l`okEI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯uPw¯uI¯EP`lI¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI

<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯P`u¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯{kln¯hI`h\Il

|`okQlPIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<

Ê`hnQ`^<\Ë¯<¯tQlo<\¯Â¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^¯n`¯kIhkIlI^n¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI

Step 2: Create Your Map Poster

7I¯]<k[IG¯<^G¯\<DI\IG¯<\\¯nPkII¯\`E<nQ`^l¯`^¯`ok¯]<hµ

7I¯O\oIG¯`ok¯]<h¯<^G¯nPI¯ItQGI^EI¯D`vIl¯`^n`¯nPI¯h`lnIkµ

7I¯GkIu¯\Q^Il¯E`^^IEnQ^O¯I<EP¯]<h¯\`E<nQ`^¯n`¯Qnl¯ItQGI^EI¯D`vµ

Step 3: Final Check

#ok¯h`lnIk¯P<l¯<¯nQn\I¯<^G¯`ok¯^<]Ilµ
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#ok¯h`lnIk¯E\I<k\w¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·¯�`u¯G`¯uI¯[^`u¯nP<n

{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task (Word Bank)

Step 1: Identify Your Evidence


QkIEnQ`^l·°.ItQIu¯nPI¯E\<ll¯]<h¯<^G¯w`ok¯�\olnIkl¯�Ç�¯�<^G`onl¯<^G¯/`okEIl

�Qln¯n`¯lI\IEn¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯DIln¯lP`u¯nPI¯|`okQlPQ^O¯`N¯{kln

hI`h\Il¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�Q\\¯`on¯nPI¯lIEnQ`^l¯DI\`u¶¯nPI^¯Eon¯<^G¯h<lnI¯I<EP

ItQGI^EI¯D`v¯`^n`¯w`ok¯h`lnIkµ°1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u

ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯|`okQlPQ^Oµ

Word Bank

E`]h\Iv¯l`EQInw lInn\I]I^nl °N``G¯ln`k<OI <OkQEo\nokI

lhIEQ<\QzIG¯Y`Dl O`tIk^]I^n <kn kI\QOQ`^

EkI<nIG `kO<^QzIG <G<hnIG |`okQlPIG

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Evidence name: __________________________________________________

Type (circle one):

archaeological site       artifact      fossil       Indigenous knowledge

Location: __________________________________________________

Society / people: __________________________________________________

Time period / age: __________________________________________________

�¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Dw¹

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Evidence name: __________________________________________________

Type (circle one):

archaeological site       artifact      fossil       Indigenous knowledge

Location: __________________________________________________

Society / people: __________________________________________________

Time period / age: __________________________________________________

�¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Dw¹
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Evidence name: __________________________________________________

Type (circle one):

archaeological site       artifact      fossil       Indigenous knowledge

Location: __________________________________________________

Society / people: __________________________________________________

Time period / age: __________________________________________________

�¯EP`lI¯nPQl¯ItQGI^EI¯DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯{kln¯hI`h\Il¯|`okQlPIG¯Dw¹

Summative Assessment

Student Handout
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Step 2: Create Your North America Map

Directions:° <k[¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^l¯`N¯w`ok¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�N

w`ok¯ItQGI^EI¯Ql¯^`n¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯w`o¯]<w¯hon¯Qn¯n`¯nPI¯lQGI

`N¯nPI¯]<hµ¯�on¯<^G¯h<lnI¯nPI¯]<h¯`^n`¯w`ok¯h`lnIk¯<^G¯Gk<u¯\Q^Il¯n`¯I<EP

hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ¯�N¯w`o¯{^QlP¯I<k\w¶¯w`o¯E<^¯<GG¯hQEnokIl¯`k¯Q\\olnk<nQ`^l¯`N

I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯w`ok¯h`lnIkµ
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Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 2: Indigenous Societies of North America
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Indigenous Societies of North America Rubric

Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Practice Standard 5

�GI^nQNw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯<¯OQtI^

l`okEI¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI¯]<[Ik¶¯G<nI¶

l`okEI¯nwhI¯<^GẦ k¯h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶

<^G¯Iv<]Q^I¯Qnl¯Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EI

<^G¯hokh`lIµ¯1lQ^O¯QGI^nQ{<D\I

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¶¯GInIk]Q^I¯<¯l`okEIÛl

kI\It<^EI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^µ

/noGI^n¯hk`tQGIl¯E`]h\InI¯<^G

<EEok<nI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯<\\

nPkII¯l`okEIlµ

/noGI^n¯hk`tQGIl¯<¯E\I<k¯<^G

GIn<Q\IG¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^¯`N¯uPw¯nPIw

lI\IEnIG¯I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯Dw

E`^^IEnQ^O¯l`okEI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`

nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^µ

/noGI^n¯hk`tQGIl¯]`ln\w¯<EEok<nI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯<\\¯nPkII¯l`okEIlµ

 <w¯DI¯]QllQ^O¯`^I¯`k¯nu`¯GIn<Q\lµ

/noGI^n¯Ivh\<Q^l¯uPw¯I<EP¯hQIEI¯`N

ItQGI^EI¯Ql¯kI\It<^n¯n`¯nPI¯Q^joQkw

joIlnQ`^¶¯nP`oOP¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^l¯]<w

DI¯D<lQEµ

/noGI^n¯hk`tQGIl¯Q^E`]h\InI¯`k

Q^<EEok<nI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on

l`okEIlµ¯ QllQ^O¯]o\nQh\I¯kIjoQkIG

GIn<Q\l¯ÊnwhI¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯l`EQInw¶¯nQ]I

hIkQ`GËµ

/noGI^n¯G`Il¯^`n¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw

ItQGI^EI¯Ql¯kI\It<^n¯#.

Ivh\<^<nQ`^l¯G`¯^`n¯E`^^IEn¯n`¯nPI

Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯|`okQlPQ^Oµ

Practice Standard 6

�GI^nQNw¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯<¯l`okEI¯Q^

kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^µ

/noGI^n¯lI\IEnl¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯GQNNIkI^n¯\`E<nQ`^l

kIhkIlI^nQ^O¯GQNNIkI^n¯l`EQInQIlµ

 <h¯<EEok<nI\w¯lP`ul¯<\\¯nPkII

\`E<nQ`^l¯]<k[IG¶¯\<DI\IG¶¯<^G

tQlo<\\w¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯ItQGI^EI

D`vIlµ

/noGI^n¯lI\IEnl¯nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯GQNNIkI^n¯\`E<nQ`^l

kIhkIlI^nQ^O¯GQNNIkI^n¯l`EQInQIlµ

 <h¯lP`ul¯<\\¯nPkII¯\`E<nQ`^l

]<k[IGµ

/noGI^n¯lI\IEnl¯NIuIk¯nP<^¯nPkII

hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯#.¯ItQGI^EI

kIhkIlI^nl¯nPI¯l<]I¯\`E<nQ`^¯Â

l`EQInw¯#.¯lnoGI^n¯lI\IEnl¯`^\w¯`^I

nwhI¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ

 <h¯Ql¯]QllQ^O¶¯Q^E`]h\InI¶¯`k

lP`ul¯Q^<EEok<nI¯\`E<nQ`^lµ

Content Standard 4.T2.2

1lQ^O¯]<hl¯`N¯PQln`kQE¯!<nQtI

+I`h\IlÛ¯Eo\nokI¯kIOQ`^l¯`N¯!`knP

�]IkQE<¯<^G¯hP`n`Ok<hPl¶¯QGI^nQNw

<kEP<I`\`OQE<\¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯l`]I¯`N

nPI¯EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¯`N¯]<Y`k

EQtQ\Qz<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPQl¯hIkQ`G¯ÊIµOµ¶

ln`^I¯n``\l¶¯EIk<]QEl¶¯]`o^GÆ

DoQ\GQ^O¶¯E\QNN¯GuI\\Q^OlËµ

/noGI^n¯QGI^nQ{Il¯lhIEQ{E¶¯<EEok<nI

EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¯`N¯l`EQInQIl¯N`k¯<\\

nPkII¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EIµ

/noGI^n¯nP`k`oOP\w¯Ivh\<Q^l¯P`u

I<EP¯EP<k<EnIkQlnQE¯lP`ul¯ol¯P`u

hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯<^G¯|`okQlPIG¯Q^¯nPIQk

I^tQk`^]I^nµ

/noGI^n¯QGI^nQ{Il¯<EEok<nI

EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¯N`k¯<\\¯nPkII¯hQIEIl

`N¯ItQGI^EIµ

/noGI^n¯Ivh\<Q^l¯uP<n¯I<EP

EP<k<EnIkQlnQE¯nI\\l¯ol¯<D`on¯P`u

hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯<^G¯|`okQlPIGµ

/noGI^n¯QGI^nQ{Il¯t<OoI¯`k

Q^<EEok<nI¯EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¯#.¯G`Il

^`n¯QGI^nQNw¯EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¯N`k¯<\\

ItQGI^EIµ

/noGI^n¯hk`tQGIl¯]Q^Q]<\¯`k

]QllQ^O¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^l¯`N¯uP<n

EP<k<EnIkQlnQEl¯kItI<\¯<D`on¯P`u

hI`h\I¯\QtIG¯<^G¯|`okQlPIGµ
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QUESTION

We ask questions about what we see, think, and wonder.

Question Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

Who? Who was ___? Who made ___? Who wrote ___?

What? What was ___? What did ___? What would ___?

Where?

Where was ___? Where did ___? Where would ___?

When? When was ___? When did ___? When would ___?

Why? Why was ___? Why did ___? Why would ___?

How? How was ___? How did ___? How would ___?
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OBSERVE

We observe a source by looking for details that help us understand it better.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

In this source I see ___.

An important detail I see

in this source is ___.

I notice ___.

This is important because ___.

In this source I notice ___.

Something I notice and want to

know more about is ___.

I see / don’t see ___,

which makes me wonder ___.

Things to look for Source types and details Examples

Details to look for: h\<EIl¶¯hI`h\I¶

ItI^nl¶¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯h<nnIk^l¶¯u`kGl¶

^o]DIkl¶¯E`\`kl¶¯]<h¯[Iwl

Features of sources:°nQn\I¶¯<onP`k¶

PI<GQ^Ol¶¯Q]<OIl¶¯E<hnQ`^l¶¯EP<knl¶

]<hl¶¯t`E<Do\<kw¯GI{^QnQ`^l

Source types: <knQE\I¶¯<knQN<En¶

G`Eo]I^n¶¯Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶

Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶¯]<h¶

^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw¯Â

lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Source details:°<onP`k¶¯<oGQI^EI¶

G<nI¶¯nQn\I¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯]<nIkQ<\l¯olIG¯Q^

<^¯<knQN<En¶¯lQzI¯`N¯<^¯<knQN<En

�^¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯�¯lII¯<¯ko\Ik¯Dw¯nPI

E`Q^°nP<n¯lP`ul¯Qnl¯lQzIµ

�¯G`^Õn¯lII¯<^w¯hI`h\I¶¯uPQEP

]<[Il¯]I¯u`^GIk¯QN¯nPI¯EQnw¯u<l

<D<^G`^IGµ
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TALK MOVES

We use talk moves to listen closely, share what we think, and build on the ideas of others.

Listening moves Speaking moves

Clarify

Could you say that another way?

Can you explain what you mean by that?

I understand ___, but I want to know ___.

Add on

I’d like to add to what ___ said. I think ___.

I agree with you and ___.

Another example is ___.

Inquire

Can you tell us more about ___?

What do you think about ___?

What are some other perspectives?

Challenge ideas

I respectfully disagree because ___.

Why do you think that?

What is your evidence for ___?
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CONNECT

Language and Literacy Builder

We connect to our inquiry

questions…

By comparing sources,

points of view, and

relevant evidence to

help us answer our

questions

Less complex  ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

�¯nPQ^[¹ 0PIlI¯nu`¯l`okEIl¯lP`u¹

0PI¯ItQGI^EI¯Q^¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¯Ql

lQO^Q{E<^n¯DIE<olIµµµ

#^I¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ql¹

�^`nPIk¯E`^^IEnQ`^¯Ql¹

0PQl¯l`okEI¯lP`ul¯___¶¯Don¯nPI¯`nPIk

l`okEI¯lP`ul¹


<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lP`ul¯___¶¯uI

E`^E\oGI¯nP<nµµµ


`nP¯l`okEIl¯lP`u¹

0PIlI¯l`okEIl¯PI\h¯<^luIk¯`ok

joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯___¯DIE<olI¹

#N¯<\\¯nPI¯l`okEIl¯uIÕtI¯kItQIuIG¶¯nPI

]`ln¯olINo\¯N`k¯<^luIkQ^O¯`ok

joIlnQ`^¯<kI¯___¯<^G¯___¯DIE<olI¹

°0PQl¯l`okEI¯PI\hl¯<^luIk¯`ok¯joIlnQ`^

DIE<olI¹

0PQl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯]<nnIkl¯DIE<olI¹

�k`]¯nPIlI¯l`okEIl¶¯uIÕtI¯\I<k^IG¯___µ

0PQl¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¹

This source helps answer our question

because it shows human brains got bigger

during the Paleolithic Era.

This information matters because it tells us

how changes in brains and bodies led to big

changes in how early humans lived.

From these sources, we’ve learned that

physical changes led early humans to evolve

in many ways. This is important because it

prepared the earliest humans to become

modern humans that are similar to us today.
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CLAIM-EVIDENCE-REASONING

7I¯]<[I¯E\<Q]l¯n`¯lP<kI¯uP<n¯uI¯nPQ^[¶¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯ItQGI^EI¯lohh`knl¯`ok¯QGI<l¶¯<^G¯]<[I¯lokI¯`ok¯kI<l`^Q^O¯Ql¯E\I<kµ

SENTENCE STARTERS EXAMPLE

A CLAIM

answers an

inquiry question

Write a statement that answers the question.

Use part of the question in your answer.

(claim = question stem + your answer)

Question:°7Pw¯G`¯]`ln¯�<^<GQ<^l¯\QtI¯Q^

nPI¯l`onPIk^¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¼

Claim:° `ln¯�<^<GQ<^l¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯l`onPIk^

h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯DIE<olI°nPI¯\<^G¯Ql

DInnIk¯N`k¯N<k]Q^Oµ

EVIDENCE

supports

a claim

Add facts or details from a source

that support your claim.

The quote from ___ tells us ___.

One piece of evidence from ___ is ___.

An additional piece of evidence from ___ is ___.

This idea is also supported by ___.

Evidence #1: #^I¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]

nPI¯�<^<G<¯<knQE\I°Ql¯nP<n¯|<n¯h\<Q^l¯uQnP

O``G¯l`Q\¯<kI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯l`onPµ

Evidence #2: �^¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯hQIEI¯`N

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQE\I Ql nP<n¯N<k]Ikl

E<^Õn¯Ok`u¯Ek`hl¯Q^¯nPI¯^`knPIk^¯h<knl¯`N

�<^<G<¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯Ql¯n``¯E`\Gµ

REASONING

explains how

evidence supports

the claim

Explain how the evidence supports your claim.

This evidence shows ___.

This is an example of (explain the big idea) ___.

Reasoning: 0PQl¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`ul¯]`ln

�<^<GQ<^l¯\QtI¯`^¯nPI¯u<k]Ik¶¯|<n¯h\<Q^l¯Q^

nPI¯l`onP¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯Ql¯I<lQIk¯n`¯Ok`u¯N``Gµ

Language and Literacy Support

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Grade 4 Word Map Example

Directions: Explore this word for your personal dictionary. Follow your teacher’s instructions

about what sections to complete and what tools to use.

geography

u`kG

the study of places and the relationship between people and their environment

GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

Draw a picture or diagram

to help you remember the

meaning of the word.

Word Family:

Write down different forms of

the word.

geography (n)

geographic (adj)

geographically (adv)

geographer (n)

Part of speech:

Is this word a noun, a proper

noun, a verb, an adjective, or

an adverb?

noun

Translanguage:

Translate the word and write it

here.

geografía

Image sources: “Sketch” by Adrien Coquet, “Puzzle pieces” by shashank singh, “Translate” by Uswa KDT,

“Complement” by Brandon Shields, “Geography” by Mia Elysia, all via Noun Project, licensed under CC BY 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Word Map

Directions: Explore this word for your personal dictionary. Follow your teacher's instructions

about what sections to complete and what tools to use.

__________________________________________________

u`kG

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

Draw a picture or diagram to

help you remember the

meaning of the word.

Word Family:

Write down different forms of

the word.

Part of speech:

Is this word a noun, a proper

noun, a verb, an adjective, or

an adverb?

Translanguage:

Translate the word and write it

here

�]<OI¯l`okEIl·¯Ú/[InEPÚ¯Dw¯�GkQI^¯�`joIn¶¯Ú+ozz\I¯hQIEIlÚ¯Dw¯lP<lP<^[¯lQ^OP¶¯Ú0k<^l\<nIÚ¯Dw¯1lu<¯�
0¶¯Ú�`]h\I]I^nÚ¯Dw


k<^G`^¯/PQI\Gl¸¯<\\¯tQ<¯nPI^`o^hk`YIEnµE`]¶¯\QEI^lIG¯o^GIk¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ
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