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On this shaded relief map of North America, elevations are shown from low to high using colors from green to yellow to tan to white. 
Image by NASA/JPL, public domain.
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Grade 4, Unit 1

North American Geography

Unit Throughlines Learning Progression

How can we use geography

to describe the land and

people of North America?

EU 1. +PwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Ql¯nPI¯Dk<^EP¯`N

OI`Ok<hPw¯GIGQE<nIG¯n`¯lnoGwQ^O¯�<knPÕl

^<nok<\¯lwlnI]l¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯\<^GN`k]l¶

D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¶¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G

tIOIn<nQ`^µ¯+PwlQE<\¯]<hl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`

o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯<^

<kI<µ

EU 2. �o]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Ql¯nPI¯Dk<^EP¯`N

OI`Ok<hPw¯GIGQE<nIG¯n`¯lnoGwQ^O¯P`u

hI`h\I¯<^G¯nPIQk¯Eo\nokIl¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP

�<knPÕl¯lokN<EIµ¯+`\QnQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯`^I

[Q^G¯`N¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯lnoGQIl¯P`u

nIkkQn`kQ<\¯D`o^G<kQIl¯<kI¯`kO<^QzIG¯<^G

P`u¯nPIw¯Q^|oI^EI¯Po]<^¯h`ho\<nQ`^lµ

+`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G

nPI¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯<^¯<kI<µ

EU 3.  IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¯<kI¯nu`¯\<kOI

E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯+I`h\I¯E<^

\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPIlI¯E`o^nkQIl¯Dw¯lnoGwQ^O

nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O

hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯<^G¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

�n¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯<\l`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI

Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¶

Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPIQk¯IE`^`]QIl¯<^G¯Eo\nokIlµ

Physical Maps | 6 Lessons

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

�¯�µ .IE<\\¯hkQ`k¯[^`u\IGOI¯<D`on¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯nIk]l¯<^G¯NI<nokIl¶¯<^G¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯P`u

hI`h\I¯E<^¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�¯�µ #DlIktI¯<¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯<^G¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯uP<n¯Qn¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

�¯�µ 1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯Q]<OIl¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯<^G¯GIlEkQDI¯E`]]`^¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk

N`o^G¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�¯�µ �GI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯`^¯]<hl¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯EkI<nI¯<

]<h¯[Iwµ

�¯�µ �^<\wzI¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯hPwlQE<\¯]<hlµ

�¯�µ �^luIk¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯olQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯]<hlµ

Political Maps | 6 Lessons

What can maps tell us about human geography?

�¯�µ #DlIktI¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯<^G¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯uP<n¯Qn¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

�¯�µ �`E<nI¯D`o^G<kQIl¯`N¯[Iw¯OI`Ok<hPQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlµ

�¯�µ �kI<nI¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯ln<nI¯]<h¯uQnP¯[Iw¯]<h¯NI<nokIlµ

�¯��µ �vh\<Q^¯nPI¯]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯nIk]¯^<nQ`^¯olQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯]<hl¯`N¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^µ

�¯��µ +kQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^l¯<^G¯GQlEoll¯ItQGI^EI¯lP`uQ^O¯uP<n¯]<hl¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPwµ

�¯��µ �^luIk¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¯olQ^O¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯`N¯<¯]<h¯<l¯ItQGI^EIµ

Mexico and Canada | 8 Lessons

How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

�¯��µ #DlIktI¯<¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯uP<n¯Qn¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on

 IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<µ

 

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

5

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Key Practice Standards

PS 2.¯�I^Ik<nI¯`hI^¯<^G¯E\`lIG

joIlnQ`^l¯kI\It<^n¯n`¯]o\nQh\I¯<lhIEnl¯`N

<¯n`hQEµ

PS 4.¯�GI^nQNw¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯<¯l`okEI

olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯l`okEI¯nwhI¶

]<[Ik¶¯Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EI¶¯G<nI¶¯h\<EI¯`N

`kQOQ^¶¯<^GẦ k¯<^¯<^<\wlQl¯`N¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\lµ

PS 6.¯�^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¶

GItI\`h¯<¯h\<olQD\I¯E\<Q]¯D<lIG¯`^

ItQGI^EI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯<¯l`okEIµ

Key Literacy Standards

RI.4.7.¯�^nIkhkIn¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯hkIlI^nIG

tQlo<\\w¶¯`k<\\w¶¯`k¯jo<^nQn<nQtI\w¯ÊIµOµ¶¯Q^

EP<knl¶¯Ok<hPl¶¯GQ<Ok<]l¶¯nQ]I\Q^Il¶

<^Q]<nQ`^l¶¯`k¯Q^nIk<EnQtI¯I\I]I^nl¯`^

uIDh<OIlË¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E`^nkQDonIl¯n`¯<^

o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯nIvn¯Q^¯uPQEP¯Qn

<hhI<klµ

SL.4.1.¯�^O<OI¯INNIEnQtI\w¯Q^¯<¯k<^OI¯`N

E`\\<D`k<nQtI¯GQlEollQ`^l¯Ê`^IÆ`^Æ`^I¶¯Q^

Ok`ohl¶¯<^G¯nI<EPIkÆ\IGË¯uQnP¯GQtIklI

h<kn^Ikl¯`^¯Ok<GI¯�¯n`hQEl¯<^G¯nIvnl¶

DoQ\GQ^O¯`^¯`nPIklÕ¯QGI<l¯<^G¯IvhkIllQ^O

nPIQk¯`u^¯E\I<k\wµ

W.4.2d.¯1lI¯hkIEQlI¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G

G`]<Q^ÆlhIEQ{E¯t`E<Do\<kw¯n`¯Q^N`k]

<D`on¯`k¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯n`hQEµ

W.4.7.¯�`^GoEn¯lP`kn¯kIlI<kEP¯hk`YIEnl

nP<n¯DoQ\G¯[^`u\IGOI¯nPk`oOP

Q^tIlnQO<nQ`^¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n¯<lhIEnl¯`N¯<

n`hQEµ

W.4.8.¯.IE<\\¯kI\It<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]

IvhIkQI^EIl¯`k¯O<nPIk¯kI\It<^n

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯GQOQn<\

�¯��µ �GI^nQNw¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯<¯l`okEI¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯ItQGI^EI¯<D`on¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯<^G¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`µ

�¯��µ �GI^nQNw¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯<¯l`okEI¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯ItQGI^EI¯<D`on¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯<^G¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯�<^<G<µ

�¯��µ �GI^nQNw¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ

�¯��µ �GI^nQNw¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ

�¯��µ /w^nPIlQzI¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ

�¯��µ +kIlI^n¯<¯kIh`kn¯`^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯<¯hIIk¶¯]<[Q^O¯<¯E\<Q]¯lohh`knIG¯Dw¯ItQGI^EI¯<D`on¯uPw

 IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<¯Ql¯<¯OkI<n¯h\<EI¯n`¯tQlQnµ

�¯��µ 1lI¯nPI¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯�P<kn¯<^G¯�^joQkw¯�P<knl¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n<[I<u<w¯\I<k^Q^Ol

Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¯`N¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

Summative Assessment | 2 Days

�^¯nPQl¯/o]]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¯lnoGI^nl¯kInok^¯n`¯joIlnQ`^l¯nPIw¯P<tI¯<l[IG¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯o^Qn¯n`

E`^lQGIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^lÕ¯t<\oI¯Q^¯DoQ\GQ^O¯[^`u\IGOI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯0PIw¯EP``lI

`^I¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¶¯Ivh\<Q^¯Qnl¯Q]h`kn<^EI¶¯<^G¯<^luIk¯Qn¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qnµ¯0PIlI

E`]DQ^IG¯kIlh`^lIl¯<^luIk¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How can we use geography to describe the land

and people of North America?
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sources; take notes and categorize

information, and provide a list of sources.
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Grade 4, Unit 1

North American Geography

How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North

America?

Framing the Unit

0PQl¯o^Qn¯Q^nk`GoEIl¯N`oknP¯Ok<GIkl¯n`¯nPI¯wI<kÕl¯n`hQE·¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ¯�^¯nPQl¯o^Qn¶

nPIw¯uQ\\¯Ivh\`kI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^·¯7P<n¯E<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¼¯0PI¯o^Qn

<\l`¯n<kOInl¯nPI¯l`EQ<\¯lnoGQIl¯hk<EnQEIl¯`N¯OI^Ik<nQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯hokloI¯[^`u\IGOI

nPk`oOP¯Q^joQkw¶¯QGI^nQNwQ^O¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯<¯l`okEI¯Nk`]¯<^¯<^<\wlQl¯`N¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¶¯<^G

GItI\`hQ^O¯<¯E\<Q]¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EIµ¯/noGI^nl¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<^¯hPwlQE<\¯<^G

Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯nPk`oOP¯<^¯Iv<]Q^<nQ`^¯`N¯<¯uQGI¯t<kQInw¯`N¯]<hl¶¯nPI^¯<hh\w¯nP<n

[^`u\IGOI¯Q^¯<¯kIlI<kEP¯hk`YIEn¯N`EolIG¯`^¯IQnPIk¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ¯0PI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯uQ\\

DI¯nPI¯N`Eol¯`N¯nPI¯kI]<Q^Q^O¯o^Qnl¯Q^¯nPQl¯Ok<GIµ

+kIh<kI¯n`¯nI<EP¯nPQl¯o^Qn¯Dw¯Ivh\`kQ^O¯nPI¯Background Brief: North American Geography¶

uPQEP¯u<l¯GIlQO^IG¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯DoQ\G¯E`^nI^n¯[^`u\IGOI¯nPk`oOP¯<¯t<kQInw¯`N¯kIl`okEIlµ¯0PI

DkQIN¯<\l`¯PQOP\QOPnl¯EokkI^n¯hIklhIEnQtIl¯<^G¯kIlI<kEPÈ<\`^O¯uQnP¯h`nI^nQ<\

]QlE`^EIhnQ`^l¯<^G¯<^w¯GID<nIl¯w`o¯lP`o\G¯[^`u¯<D`onÈl`¯w`o¯E<^¯hkIlI^n¯nPQl¯o^Qn¯uQnP

E`^{GI^EIµ

Enduring Understandings

�µ¯+PwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Ql¯nPI¯Dk<^EP¯`N¯OI`Ok<hPw¯GIGQE<nIG¯n`¯lnoGwQ^O¯�<knPÕl¯^<nok<\

lwlnI]l¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯\<^GN`k]l¶¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¶¯E\Q]<nI¶¯l`Q\¶¯<^G¯tIOIn<nQ`^µ¯+PwlQE<\

]<hl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯<^¯<kI<µ

�µ¯�o]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Ql¯nPI¯Dk<^EP¯`N¯OI`Ok<hPw¯GIGQE<nIG¯n`¯lnoGwQ^O¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯<^G

nPIQk¯Eo\nokIl¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯�<knPÕl¯lokN<EIµ¯+`\QnQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯`^I¯[Q^G¯`N¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPw¶¯lnoGQIl¯P`u¯nIkkQn`kQ<\¯D`o^G<kQIl¯<kI¯`kO<^QzIG¯<^G¯P`u¯nPIw¯Q^|oI^EI

Po]<^¯h`ho\<nQ`^lµ¯+`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

`N¯<^¯<kI<µ

�µ¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¯<kI¯nu`¯\<kOI¯E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯+I`h\I¯E<^¯\I<k^¯<D`on

nPIlI¯E`o^nkQIl¯Dw¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯<^G

h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ¯�n¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯n`¯<\l`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`

<^G¯�<^<G<¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPIQk¯IE`^`]QIl¯<^G¯Eo\nokIlµ
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Connections to Current Events and Issues

Connections to today’s world and students’ lives are built into this unit. Other contemporary

connections could be added or developed for various topics of study within this unit, and we

encourage you to take advantage of opportunities to connect students’ learning to

contemporary local, national, and global developments that may arise as you teach this unit.

Some ideas for linking this unit to current events and issues include:

Navigate and Notice: A Launchpad to Geographic Inquiry is a resource from the

Leventhal Map Center that outlines the sequence and questions the LMC uses to guide

students in investigating maps. It can be used as a supplement to the targeted map

protocols aligned to lesson objectives already found in this unit.

Vocabulary (in order of appearance)

Tier 3 Vocabulary

basin gulf human geography

bay

coastal plain

peninsula

plateau

political map

Priority Tier 2 Vocabulary

geography plain state

physical map

desert

mountain

volcano

province

territory

nation

culture

economy

Lesson Clusters

Cluster 1: Physical Maps (Lessons 1-6)

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

Focus Standards: 4.T1.1, 4.T1.2, PS 2, PS 4, PS 6, RI.4.7, SL.4.1, W.4.2d

Cluster 1 focuses on what physical maps tell us about the land of North America as

students explore the Supporting Question: What can maps tell us about physical

geography? A series of activities help students understand the names and attributes

of different landforms and bodies of water, how to analyze a map, and where different

features can be found on a physical map of North America. By the end of the cluster,

students are able to provide an answer to one of their inquiry questions supported by

two pieces of evidence from maps.

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Unit Overview
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Cluster 2: Political Maps (Lessons 7-12)

What can maps tell us about human geography?

Focus Standards: 4.T1.2, 4.T4b.5, 4.T4c.4, 4.T4d.5, 4.T4e.5, PS 2, PS 4, PS 6, PS 6, RI.4.7, SL.4.1,

W.4.2d, W.4.8

Cluster 2 focuses on the Supporting Question: What can maps tell us about human

geography? Students begin the inquiry by observing the differences between physical

maps and political maps. They ask questions about political maps and how they show

the ways land is divided into countries, states, provinces, and nations. Students

investigate sources to understand the boundaries on political maps. For a deeper dive

into the kinds of information on a political map, students create their own political

map of a state. They also explore the meaning of nation by examining maps showing

political features of the Navajo Nation. Finally, students synthesize their learning in a

Discussion Diamond and then choose a map to use for evidence in answering the

supporting question.

Cluster 3: Mexico and Canada (Lessons 13-20)

How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

Focus Standards: 4.T1.1, 4.T1.2, 4.T1.3, PS 2, PS 4, PS 6, SL.4.1, W.4.7, W.4.8

Cluster 3 begins with an opportunity to ask questions about the geography of Mexico

and Canada through interaction with a population map. Students learn general

information about Mexico and Canada by reading an article about each. Students then

choose one of the countries for a small research project. They investigate multiple

sources and create a slide presentation to share their learning with others. In the

process, they learn about key topics that are important when studying geography:

population density, land features, plants and animals, economy, and culture. Finally,

students present their work to a partner who studied a different country.

Summative Assessment: North American Geography (Lessons 21-22)

Focus Standards: 4.T1.1, 4.T1.2, 4.T1.3, PS 2, PS 6, SL.4.1, W.4.8

In this Summative Assessment students return to questions they have asked through

the unit to consider the questions’ value in building knowledge to answer the Essential

Question. They choose one from each cluster, explain its importance, and answer it

using information from the unit. These combined responses answer the Essential

Question: How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North

America?
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Unit Focus Standards

Content Standards

4.T1.1:¯#^¯<¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯olI¯E<kGQ^<\¯GQkIEnQ`^l¶¯]<h¯lE<\Il¶

[IwÂ\IOI^G¯Êlw]D`\l¯N`k¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯kQtIkl¶¯GIlIknl¶¯\<[Il¶¯EQnQIlË¶¯<^G¯nQn\I¯n`¯\`E<nI¯<^G

QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯ QllQllQhhQ¯<^G¯.Q`¯�k<^GI¯.QtIkl¶¯�kI<n

�<[Il¶¯�n\<^nQE¯<^G¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^l¶¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¶¯�oGl`^Õl¯
<w¶¯�hh<\<EPQ<^

 `o^n<Q^l¶¯.`E[w¯ `o^n<Q^l¶¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI¶¯nPI¯�kI<n¯
<lQ^¶¯ `Y<tI¶¯/`^`k<^¶¯<^G

�PQPo<Po<^¯
IlIknl¶¯nPI¯9oE<n<^¯+I^Q^lo\<¶¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯/I<Ëµ

4.T1.2:¯#^¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯\`E<nI¯�<^<G<¯<^G¯Qnl¯hk`tQ^EIl¶¯ IvQE`

<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nIl¶¯nPI¯^<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯`N¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯Qnl

ln<nIl¸¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯nIk]l¯E`^nQ^I^n¶¯E`o^nkw¶¯^<nQ`^¶¯E`o^nw¶¯ln<nI¶

hk`tQ^EI¶¯<^G¯EQnwµ

4.T1.3:¯.IlI<kEP¶¯<^<\wzI¶¯<^G¯E`^tIw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯�<^<G<¯`k¯ IvQE`¯Dw

E`^lo\nQ^O¯]<hl¶¯<n\<lIl¶¯I^EwE\`hIGQ<l¶¯GQOQn<\¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<^G¯l<nI\\QnI¯Q]<OIl¶

hP`n`Ok<hPl¶¯`k¯^Iul¯<knQE\Il¸¯`kO<^QzQ^O¯]<nIkQ<\l¶¯<^G¯]<[Q^O¯<^¯`k<\¯`k¯ukQnnI^

hkIlI^n<nQ`^¯<D`on¯n`hQEl¯loEP¯<l¯nPI¯hI`h\Il¶¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯lQzI¶¯\<^Oo<OIl¶¯N`k]l¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¶¯]<Y`k¯EQnQIl¶¯I^tQk`^]I^n¶¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¶¯Q^GolnkQIl¶¯<^G¯^<nQ`^<\

\<^G]<k[lµ

4.T4b.5:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯`k¯ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶¯E`^lnkoEn¯<

]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\

NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶¯lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G

]<h¯[Iwµ

4.T4c.4:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯PQln`kQE<\¯l`okEIl¶¯`k¯^<nQ`^<\

`k¯ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶¯E`^lnkoEn¯<¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯ QGuIln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¶¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl

<^G¯Q^GolnkQIl¯loEP¯<l¯<OkQEo\nokI¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶¯lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯]<h

[Iwµ

4.T4d.5:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯PQln`kQE<\¯l`okEIl¶¯`k¯ln<nI

uIDlQnIl¶¯E`^lnkoEn¯<¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPuIln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¶¯E\Q]<nI¶¯lInn\I]I^nl¯<^G

]`tI]I^nl¯`N¯!<nQtI¯+I`h\Il¯ÊQ^E\oGQ^O¯EokkI^n¯kIlIkt<nQ`^¯\<^GlË¶¯�ok`hI<^

Ivh\`k<nQ`^¯<^G¯hQ`^IIk¯lInn\I]I^nl¯`N¯nPI¯��nPÆ��nP¯EI^nokQIl¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶

lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯]<h¯[Iwµ

4.T4e.5:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯`k¯ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶¯E`^lnkoEn¯<

]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯7Iln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl

ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¶¯Q]h`kn<^n¯\<^G]<k[l¶¯^<nQ`^<\¯h<k[l¶¯<^G¯PQln`kQE

lQnIl¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶¯lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯]<h¯[Iwµ

Practice Standards

PS 2:¯�I^Ik<nI¯`hI^¯<^G¯E\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯kI\It<^n¯n`¯]o\nQh\I¯<lhIEnl¯`N¯<¯n`hQEµ

PS 4:¯�GI^nQNw¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯<¯l`okEI¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯l`okEI¯nwhI¶¯]<[Ik¶

Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EI¶¯G<nI¶¯h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶¯<^GẦ k¯<^¯<^<\wlQl¯`N¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\lµ
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PS 6:¯�^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¶¯GItI\`h¯<¯h\<olQD\I¯E\<Q]¯D<lIG¯`^¯ItQGI^EI

N`o^G¯Q^¯<¯l`okEIµ

Literacy Standards

RI.4.7:¯�^nIkhkIn¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯hkIlI^nIG¯tQlo<\\w¶¯`k<\\w¶¯`k¯jo<^nQn<nQtI\w¯ÊIµOµ¶¯Q^¯EP<knl¶

Ok<hPl¶¯GQ<Ok<]l¶¯nQ]I\Q^Il¶¯<^Q]<nQ`^l¶¯`k¯Q^nIk<EnQtI¯I\I]I^nl¯`^¯uIDh<OIlË¯<^G

Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E`^nkQDonIl¯n`¯<^¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯nIvn¯Q^¯uPQEP¯Qn

<hhI<klµ

SL.4.1:¯�^O<OI¯INNIEnQtI\w¯Q^¯<¯k<^OI¯`N¯E`\\<D`k<nQtI¯GQlEollQ`^l¯Ê`^IÆ`^Æ`^I¶¯Q^

Ok`ohl¶¯<^G¯nI<EPIkÆ\IGË¯uQnP¯GQtIklI¯h<kn^Ikl¯`^¯Ok<GI¯�¯n`hQEl¯<^G¯nIvnl¶¯DoQ\GQ^O¯`^

`nPIklÕ¯QGI<l¯<^G¯IvhkIllQ^O¯nPIQk¯`u^¯E\I<k\wµ

W.4.2:¯7kQnI¯Q^N`k]<nQtIÂIvh\<^<n`kw¯nIvnl¯n`¯Iv<]Q^I¯<¯n`hQE¯<^G¯E`^tIw¯QGI<l¯<^G

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E\I<k\wµ

W.4.2d:¯1lI¯hkIEQlI¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯G`]<Q^ÆlhIEQ{E¯t`E<Do\<kw¯n`¯Q^N`k]¯<D`on

`k¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯n`hQEµ

W.4.7:¯�`^GoEn¯lP`kn¯kIlI<kEP¯hk`YIEnl¯nP<n¯DoQ\G¯[^`u\IGOI¯nPk`oOP¯Q^tIlnQO<nQ`^¯`N

GQNNIkI^n¯<lhIEnl¯`N¯<¯n`hQEµ

W.4.8:¯.IE<\\¯kI\It<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯IvhIkQI^EIl¯`k¯O<nPIk¯kI\It<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

Nk`]¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯GQOQn<\¯l`okEIl¸¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯<^G¯E<nIO`kQzI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¶¯<^G¯hk`tQGI¯<¯\Qln

`N¯l`okEIlµ
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Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Vocabulary List

Physical Maps (Lessons 1-6)

�Ill`^ 7`kG 
I{^QnQ`^

� geography (n.) nPI¯lnoGw¯`N¯h\<EIl¯<^G¯nPI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯DInuII^¯hI`h\I¯<^G

nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^n

� physical map (n.) <¯]<h¯nP<n¯lP`ul¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯�<knP¶¯loEP¯<l

\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk

� basin (n.) <¯\`u¯<kI<¯`N¯\<^G¯uPIkI¯u<nIk¯Nk`]¯kQtIkl¯<^G¯lnkI<]l

E`\\IEnl

� bay (n.) <^¯<kI<¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^¯nP<n¯Ql¯lokk`o^GIG¯`^¯nPkII¯lQGIl¯Dw¯\<^G

� coastal plain (n.) <^¯<kI<¯`N¯\`u¶¯|<n¯\<^G¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¯`N¯<^¯`EI<^

� desert (n.) <¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯tIkw¯Gkw¯\<^G¯uQnP¯NIu¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk

� gulf (n.) <¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^¯nP<n¯Ql¯h<kn\w¯lokk`o^GIG¯Dw¯\<^G

� mountain (n.) <¯\<^GN`k]¯nP<n¯kQlIl¯PQOP¯<D`tI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<k`o^G¯Qn¶¯uQnP

lnIIh¯lQGIl¯<^G¯<¯h`Q^nIG¯`k¯k`o^GIG¯hI<[¯<n¯nPI¯n`h

� peninsula (n.) <¯hQIEI¯`N¯\<^G¯nP<n¯Ql¯lokk`o^GIG¯Dw¯u<nIk¯`^¯nPkII¯lQGIl

� plain (n.) <¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯]`ln\w¯|<n¯\<^G

� plateau (n.) <¯]`ln\w¯|<n¯\<^GN`k]¯nP<n¯Ql¯PQOPIk¯nP<^¯nPI¯\<^G¯<k`o^G¯Qn

� volcano (n.) <¯]`o^n<Q^¯uQnP¯<^¯`hI^Q^O¯uPIkI¯\<t<¶¯<lP¶¯<^G¯O<lIl¯E<^

E`]I¯`on

Political Maps (Lessons 7-12)

�Ill`^ 7`kG 
I{^QnQ`^

� human geography (n.) nPI¯lnoGw¯`N¯P`u¯Po]<^l¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^n

� political map (n.) <¯]<h¯nP<n¯lP`ul¯Po]<^ÆEkI<nIG¯D`o^G<kQIl¯\Q[I¯E`o^nkQIl¶

ln<nIl¶¯<^G¯EQnQIl

� province (n.) <¯lI\NÆO`tIk^Q^O¯GQtQlQ`^¯`N¯<¯E`o^nkw

� territory (n.) <^¯<kI<¯`N¯\<^G¯olIG¶¯`u^IG¶¯`k¯O`tIk^IG¯Dw¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯Ok`oh
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9 state (n.) a self-governing division of a country

10 nation (n.) a territory where people with a shared culture are led by the

same government

Mexico and Canada (Lessons 13-20)

�Ill`^ 7`kG 
I{^QnQ`^

17 culture (n.) the knowledge, beliefs, and way of life shared by a group of

people

17 economy (n.) the system of producing, selling, and buying goods and

services
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LESSON PLANS

15





Physical Maps

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

CONTENTS

Overview

Lesson 1

Unit Kickoff

Lesson 2

Physical Geography

Lesson 3

The Surface of North

America

Lesson 4

Important Physical

Features of North

America

Lesson 5

Analyzing Physical Maps

Lesson 6

Formative Assessment

Cluster 1 focuses on what physical maps tell us about the

land of North America as students explore the Supporting

Question: What can maps tell us about physical

geography? A series of activities help students understand

the names and attributes of different landforms and

bodies of water, how to analyze a map, and where different

features can be found on a physical map of North America.

By the end of the cluster, students are able to provide an

answer to one of their inquiry questions supported by two

pieces of evidence from maps.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this cluster, students should be able to…

Ask questions about physical and political maps to

kick off the unit.

Ask questions about physical features of North

America as seen by zooming in on images created

using radar data from a NASA Space Shuttle.

Build vocabulary by analyzing and naming

landforms and bodies of water seen in North

America.

Use a close reading strategy for analyzing maps.

Use knowledge of cardinal directions and physical

features to create a key for a physical map.

Write a paragraph to explain what maps can tell us

about the land and support the claim with evidence.

Construct social studies arguments that select

relevant information to support claims with

evidence from multiple sources. (WIDA ELD-SS.4-

5.Argue.Expressive)

Vocabulary

TIER 2 TIER 3

desert basin
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geography

mountain

physical map

plain

volcano

bay

coastal plain

gulf

peninsula

plateau

Cluster Focus Standards

Practice Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

PS 2:¯�I^Ik<nI¯`hI^¯<^G¯E\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯kI\It<^n¯n`¯]o\nQh\I¯<lhIEnl¯`N¯<

n`hQEµ

�Æ�¶¯�Æ�

PS 4:¯�GI^nQNw¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯<¯l`okEI¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯l`okEI¯nwhI¶

]<[Ik¶¯Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EI¶¯G<nI¶¯h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶¯<^GẦ k¯<^¯<^<\wlQl¯`N¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\lµ

�Æ�

PS 6:¯�^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¶¯GItI\`h¯<¯h\<olQD\I¯E\<Q]¯D<lIG¯`^

ItQGI^EI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯<¯l`okEIµ

�Æ�¶¯�

Content Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

4.T1.1:¯#^¯<¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯olI¯E<kGQ^<\¯GQkIEnQ`^l¶¯]<h¯lE<\Il¶

[IwÂ\IOI^G¯Êlw]D`\l¯N`k¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯kQtIkl¶¯GIlIknl¶¯\<[Il¶¯EQnQIlË¶¯<^G¯nQn\I¯n`

\`E<nI¯<^G¯QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯ QllQllQhhQ¯<^G¯.Q`¯�k<^GI

.QtIkl¶¯�kI<n¯�<[Il¶¯�n\<^nQE¯<^G¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^l¶¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¶¯�oGl`^Õl¯
<w¶

�hh<\<EPQ<^¯ `o^n<Q^l¶¯.`E[w¯ `o^n<Q^l¶¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI¶¯nPI¯�kI<n¯
<lQ^¶¯ `Y<tI¶

/`^`k<^¶¯<^G¯�PQPo<Po<^¯
IlIknl¶¯nPI¯9oE<n<^¯+I^Q^lo\<¶¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯/I<Ëµ

�Æ�

4.T1.2:¯#^¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯\`E<nI¯�<^<G<¯<^G¯Qnl¯hk`tQ^EIl¶

 IvQE`¯<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nIl¶¯nPI¯^<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯`N

�]IkQE<¯<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nIl¸¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯nIk]l¯E`^nQ^I^n¶¯E`o^nkw¶

^<nQ`^¶¯E`o^nw¶¯ln<nI¶¯hk`tQ^EI¶¯<^G¯EQnwµ

�
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Literacy Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

RI.4.7:¯�^nIkhkIn¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯hkIlI^nIG¯tQlo<\\w¶¯`k<\\w¶¯`k¯jo<^nQn<nQtI\w¯ÊIµOµ¶¯Q^

EP<knl¶¯Ok<hPl¶¯GQ<Ok<]l¶¯nQ]I\Q^Il¶¯<^Q]<nQ`^l¶¯`k¯Q^nIk<EnQtI¯I\I]I^nl¯`^

uIDh<OIlË¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E`^nkQDonIl¯n`¯<^¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N

nPI¯nIvn¯Q^¯uPQEP¯Qn¯<hhI<klµ

�Æ�

SL.4.1:¯�^O<OI¯INNIEnQtI\w¯Q^¯<¯k<^OI¯`N¯E`\\<D`k<nQtI¯GQlEollQ`^l¯Ê`^IÆ`^Æ`^I¶¯Q^

Ok`ohl¶¯<^G¯nI<EPIkÆ\IGË¯uQnP¯GQtIklI¯h<kn^Ikl¯`^¯Ok<GI¯�¯n`hQEl¯<^G¯nIvnl¶

DoQ\GQ^O¯`^¯`nPIklÕ¯QGI<l¯<^G¯IvhkIllQ^O¯nPIQk¯`u^¯E\I<k\wµ

�Æ�¶¯�

W.4.2d:¯1lI¯hkIEQlI¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯G`]<Q^ÆlhIEQ{E¯t`E<Do\<kw¯n`¯Q^N`k]¯<D`on

`k¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯n`hQEµ

�¶¯�
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LESSON 1

0`Vpì�VJ]b�

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ What can maps tell us about physical geography?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Recall prior knowledge about geographic

terms and features, and ask questions

about how people can use geography to

describe the land and people of North

America.

Engage in collaborative questioning with

peers using who, what, where, when, and

why to ask questions about the land and

people of North America.

LESSON OVERVIEW

This lesson kicks off the inquiry arc of North American

Geography. Students participate in a Know and Wonder

protocol to review background knowledge and stimulate

curiosity in the content ahead. Vertical standards alignment

is applied through a review of concepts from second grade:

map features, names of continents and oceans, names of

land and water features, and examples of political maps.

Students are introduced to the unit concepts with two

depictions of North America, a physical map and a political

map. Students ask questions about each map and make

comparisons between them. Their top questions will be

revisited throughout the unit and will be resolved as part of

the Summative Assessment.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 2, 4.T1.1, 4.T1.2, SL.4.1

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 1 Slide Deck

Unit 1 Know and Wonder

Chart

Unit 1 Word Wall Cards

Blank Word Wall Cards

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Activate Prior Knowledge 15

Asking and Prioritizing Questions 15

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Cluster 1: Physical Maps
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Question Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports generation of questions on the

Know and Wonder Chart.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide stems from the LLB for students to use when developing questions for the Know

and Wonder Chart. Allow students to use sentence fragments. Provide opportunities for

students to practice reading their questions to each other before they post them on the

Know and Wonder Chart.

Look Fors: Oral responses should use the structures provided in the Question LLB and

include simple elaboration of ideas (e.g., adding a familiar adjective to describe a noun).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Encourage students to choose relevant question stems from the LLB when working on the

Know and Wonder Chart. Encourage partners to elaborate on each other’s ideas to

develop questions for the Know and Wonder Chart.

Look Fors: Oral responses should include simple sentences using the chosen question

stems, with some elaboration of ideas (e.g., using new or multiple adjectives or

prepositional phrases).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students may choose to use the LLB when working on the Know and Wonder Chart. They

should explain to their partner why a question would be a priority to post on the Know and

Wonder Chart.

Look Fors: Oral responses should use detailed and compound sentences that use more

complex grammatical structures (e.g., linking words or phrases, combined clauses).

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Cluster 1: Physical Maps

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff 

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

22

https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/LLB%20-%20Question%20Language%20and%20Literacy%20Builder%20%283-5%29.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


ADVANCE PREPARATION

Recreate the Unit 1 Know and Wonder Chart resource on chart paper for your class.

Print (and laminate, if possible) the Unit 1 Word Wall Cards to use throughout this unit. A set of

Blank Word Wall Cards for multilingual learners is also available, with directions for creating

translanguaging Word Wall cards in home language other than English.

Students will refer to handouts from throughout the unit when it’s time to answer the Supporting

and Essential Questions. Establish a system students will use to keep their unit documents

organized in one place, such as a folder or binder.

+kIh<kI¯n`¯nI<EP¯nPQl¯o^Qn¯Dw¯Ivh\`kQ^O¯nPI¯Background Brief: North American Geography¶¯uPQEP

u<l¯GIlQO^IG¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯DoQ\G¯E`^nI^n¯[^`u\IGOI¯nPk`oOP¯<¯t<kQInw¯`N¯kIl`okEIlµ¯0PI¯DkQIN¯<\l`

PQOP\QOPnl¯EokkI^n¯hIklhIEnQtIl¯<^G¯kIlI<kEPÈ<\`^O¯uQnP¯h`nI^nQ<\¯]QlE`^EIhnQ`^l¯<^G¯<^w

GID<nIl¯w`o¯lP`o\G¯[^`u¯<D`onÈl`¯w`o¯E<^¯hkIlI^n¯nPQl¯o^Qn¯uQnP¯E`^{GI^EIµ

Activate Prior Knowledge (15 minutes)

Slide 1: Tell students that the topic for social studies in fourth

grade is North American geography, history, and peoples.

They will begin with geography and map skills.

Note that Greenland is also part of North America and is a

self-governing nation of the Kingdom of Denmark. Students

will learn more about self-governing nations later in the unit.

Clarify that, although Central America is part of North

America, our work this year will center on the three largest

countries in the continent: Canada, the United States, and

Mexico. Central America will be studied in sixth grade.

TEACHING TIP

Second-grade social studies standards ask students to locate continents and oceans on maps and

globes and to identify major physical characteristics of each continent. These skills are reviewed at

the start of this lesson, but students do not need to master the content before proceeding with

the lesson. (The relevant second-grade standards 2.T1.1 and 2.T2.1.)

Slide 2: Introduce the Know and Wonder Chart for the unit.

Explain that you will work together to write what you already

know about the geography of North America.
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Slide 3:¯1lI¯nPI¯Q]<OIl¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯Nk`]¯\INn¯n`¯kQOPn¯n`¯N<EQ\Qn<nI¯<¯GQlEollQ`^¯<D`on¯uP<n

lnoGI^nl¯<\kI<Gw¯[^`uµ

/`]I¯h`llQD\I¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI·

�\`DIl¯<kI¯nPI¯l<]I¯lP<hI¯<l¯�<knP¯<^G¯lP`u¯uPIkI¯\<^G¯<^G¯u<nIk¯<kI¯\`E<nIG¯Q^

kI\<nQ`^¯n`¯I<EP¯`nPIkµ

�¯lE<\I¯lP`ul¯P`u¯GQln<^EI¯`^¯<¯]<h¯`k¯O\`DI¯E`]h<kIl¯n`¯kI<\¯GQln<^EIµ¯�n¯Ql¯olIG¯n`

{^G¯P`u¯N<k¯<h<kn¯h\<EIl¯<kI¯Q^¯nPI¯kI<\¯u`k\Gµ

�¯[Iw¯`k¯\IOI^G¯Ivh\<Q^l¯lw]D`\l¯olIG¯`^¯<¯]<h¯`k¯O\`DIµ

�¯]<h¯Ql¯<¯|<nnI^IGÆ`on¯tIklQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯N`o^G¯`^¯<¯O\`DIµ¯+k`h`knQ`^l¯<kI

`NnI^¯GQln`knIG¯Q^¯nPI¯hk`EIllµ

�¯E`]h<ll¯k`lI¯lP`ul¯E<kGQ^<\¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯Ê!¶¯/¶¯�¶¯7Ë¯<^G¯Q^nIk]IGQ<nI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯Ê!�¶

!7¶¯/�¶¯/7Ëµ

7kQnI¯lnoGI^n¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯Ò�^`uÓ¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯EP<knµ

Slide 4:¯�EnQt<nI¯hkQ`k¯[^`u\IGOIµ¯�l[·¯What do you know about continents and oceans?

�l[¯<¯t`\o^nIIk¯n`¯^<]I¯I<EP¯E`^nQ^I^n¯<l¯w`o¯h`Q^n¯n`¯Qnµ¯Ê!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯/`onP¯�]IkQE<¶

�ok`hI¶¯�lQ<¶¯�NkQE<¶¯�olnk<\Q<¶¯�^n<kEnQE<Ë¯0PI^¯<l[¯<¯lIE`^G¯t`\o^nIIk¯n`¯^<]I¯I<EP¯`EI<^¯<l

w`o¯h`Q^n¯n`¯Qnµ¯Ê+<EQ{E¯#EI<^¶¯�n\<^nQE¯#EI<^¶¯�^GQ<^¯#EI<^¶¯/`onPIk^¯#EI<^¶¯�kEnQE¯#EI<^Ë

7kQnI¯lnoGI^n¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯Ò�^`uÓ¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯EP<knµ

Slide 5:¯�l[·¯What do you know about maps that show land features and bodies of water?

1lI¯nPI¯]<h¯`N¯nPI¯�o\N¯`N¯ <Q^I¯n`¯hk`]hn¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯kIE<\\¯<l¯]<^w¯Iv<]h\Il¯`N

\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯<l¯nPIw¯E<^µ¯�\<kQNw¯nP<n¯nPI¯OkII^¯h<knl¯<kI¯\<^G¯<^G¯nPI¯D\oI

h<knl¯<kI¯u<nIkµ¯/P<\\`u¯u<nIk¯Ql¯lP`u^¯<l¯\QOPn¯D\oI¸¯GIIhIk¯u<nIk¯Ql¯lP`u^¯<l¯G<k[¯D\oIµ

�oQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯{^G¯Iv<]h\Il¯`N¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O·¯hI^Q^lo\<¯Ê�<hI¯�`G¶¯!`t<¯/E`nQ<Ë¶¯Oo\N

Ê�o\N¯`N¯ <Q^IË¶¯D<w¯Ê
<w¯`N¯�o^GwË¶¯Ql\<^Gl¶¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lµ

7kQnI¯lnoGI^n¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯Ò�^`uÓ¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯EP<knµ

Slide 6: �l[·¯What do you know about maps that show human activity?

�<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯`DlIktI¯<^G¯nPQ^[¯<D`on¯nPQl¯hQEn`kQ<\¯]<h¯`N¯<OkQEo\nok<\¯uI<\nP¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG

/n<nIl¯o^nQ\¯nPIw¯ln<kn¯n`¯^`nQEI¯<¯nPI]I¯Q^¯nPI¯hQEnokIl¯ÊnPI¯<kI<l¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯uPIkI

t<kQ`ol¯N``Gl¯<kI¯hk`GoEIGËµ

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯uP<n¯nPIw¯[^`u¯<D`on¯GQNNIkI^n¯u<wl¯nP<n¯]<hl¯E<^¯lP`u¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on

Po]<^¯<EnQtQnwµ¯/noGI^nl¯]<w¯loOOIln¯hQEnokIl¶¯E`\`kl¶¯\<DI\l¶¯lw]D`\l¶¯InEµµ

7kQnI¯lnoGI^n¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯Ò�^`uÓ¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯EP<knµ
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Slide 7:¯�l[·¯What do you know about maps that show borders between the places where

people live?

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯`DlIktI¯nPQl¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯Q^¯uPQEP¯E`o^nkQIl¯<kI¯QGI^nQ{IG

Dw¯nPIQk¯|<Olµ¯7P<n¯G`¯lnoGI^nl¯[^`u¯<D`on¯uPw¯nPIkI¯<kI¯D`kGIkl¯DInuII^¯E`o^nkQIl¼

7kQnI¯lnoGI^n¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯Ò�^`uÓ¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯EP<knµ

Asking and Prioritizing Questions (15

minutes)

Slide 8:¯�^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·

How can we use geography to describe the land

and people of North America?

Slide 9:¯+\<w¯nPI¯tQGI`¯n`¯Q^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N

!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nPQ^[¯<D`on¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\

-oIlnQ`^¯uPQ\I¯nPIw¯u<nEPµ

Slide 10:¯
QlnkQDonI¯lnQE[w¯^`nIlµ¯�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯`DlIktI¯nPI

nu`¯]<hl¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯OI^Ik<nI¯<l¯]<^w¯joIlnQ`^l¯<l¯nPIw¯E<^¯<D`on

nPI¯]<hlµ¯-oIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯DI¯<D`on¯`^I¯]<h¯`k¯<D`on

E`]h<kQl`^l¯DInuII^¯nPI¯nu`¯]<hlµ¯�<EP¯joIlnQ`^¯lP`o\G

DI¯ukQnnI^¯`^¯Qnl¯`u^¯lnQE[w¯^`nIµ

�l[¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯n`¯EP``lI¯nPkII¯`N¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯nPIw

<kI¯]`ln¯Q^nIkIlnIG¯Q^¯<^luIkQ^Oµ

�k`oh¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^n`¯h<Qklµ¯�l[¯I<EP¯h<Qk¯n`¯GQlEoll¯nPIQk¯lQv

joIlnQ`^l¯<^G¯n`¯EP``lI¯nPI¯`^I¯nP<n¯nPIw¯<kI¯]`ln

Q^nIkIlnIG¯Q^¯<^luIkQ^Oµ

Slide 11:¯.ItQlQn¯nPI¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯�P<knµ¯�l[¯`^I¯lnoGI^n

Nk`]¯I<EP¯h<Qk¯n`¯DkQ^O¯nPI¯lnQE[w¯^`nI¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯EP`lI^

joIlnQ`^¯oh¯n`¯nPI¯EP<kn¶¯kI<G¯Qn¯<\`oG¶¯<^G¯h\<EI¯Qn¯`^¯nPI

Ò7`^GIkÓ¯lQGIµ¯�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPI¯E\<ll¯uQ\\¯u`k[¯nPk`oOP`on

nPI¯o^Qn¯n`¯{^G¯<^luIkl¯n`¯nPIlI¯joIlnQ`^lµ

Teacher Note: �NnIk¯nPQl¯\Ill`^¶¯Ok`oh¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯nPI

Ò7`^GIkÓ¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯EP<kn¯Q^n`¯nPkII¯E<nIO`kQIl·¯hPwlQE<\

]<hl¶¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¶¯<^G¯�<^<G<¯Ý¯ IvQE`µ¯�I<tI¯joIlnQ`^l

nP<n¯G`^Õn¯N<\\¯Q^n`¯nP`lI¯E<nIO`kQIl¯Q^¯<¯lIh<k<nI¯<kI<µ¯0PQl

l`knQ^O¯I^lokIl¯nP<n¯joIlnQ`^l¯uQ\\¯DI¯<EEIllQD\I¯N`k

E`^lQGIk<nQ`^¯Q^¯NonokI¯E\olnIk¯\<o^EPIlµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

You can introduce the

Question Language and

Literacy Builder (3-5) and

model for students how

using this resource can

support the generation of

new questions for the Know

and Wonder chart.
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LESSON 2

Physical Geography

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

#DlIktI¯<¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯<^G¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l

<D`on¯uP<n¯Qn¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPwµ

�^O<OI¯Q^¯E`\\<D`k<nQtI¯joIlnQ`^Q^O¯uQnP

hIIkl¯olQ^O¯who¶¯what¶¯where¶¯when¶¯<^G

why n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPwµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

0PQl¯\Ill`^¯\<o^EPIl¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯What

can maps tell us about physical geography?¯nPk`oOP¯<¯E\`lI

`DlIkt<nQ`^¯`N¯<¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯EkI<nIG

olQ^O¯n`h`Ok<hPQE<\¯G<n<¯O<nPIkIG¯Dw¯<¯k<G<k¯Q^lnko]I^n

<D`<kG¯!�/�Ûl¯/h<EI¯/Ponn\I¯�^GI<t`kµ¯;``]Q^O¯Q^¯`^

lhIEQ{E¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯lnQ]o\<nIl¯EokQ`lQnw¯<^G¯hk`]hnl

joIlnQ`^Q^Oµ¯0PI¯�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯k`onQ^I¯N`\\`ul¯nPI

lnIhl¯`N¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯�`k]o\<nQ`^¯0IEP^QjoI¯n`¯OI^Ik<nI¶

E\<llQNw¶¯<^G¯hkQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯0PI¯hkQ`kQnw¯joIlnQ`^l¯<kI

nPI^¯<GGIG¯n`¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPI¯E\olnIk¯Q^joQkwµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯/�µ�µ�

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 2 Slide Deck

Cluster 1 Inquiry Chart

VOCABULARY

OI`Ok<hPw

hPwlQE<\¯]<h

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time


oQ\G¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\ �

�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^ ��

�^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn �
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Observe Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports students with making close

observations of a detailed map.

Question Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports the generation of questions

during the Question Formulation Technique.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide observation stems from the Observe LLB and/or question stems from the Question

LLB to help students express what they see and generate questions. If possible, take on the

role of scribe for a small group while they generate questions about the physical map.

Allow students to use sentence fragments. During discussions of prioritizing questions,

provide the stem: 0PQl¯joIlnQ`^¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¹

Look Fors: Oral responses should use the structures provided in the Question LLB and

include simple elaboration of ideas (e.g., adding a familiar adjective to describe a noun).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Encourage students to choose relevant observation and question stems from the LLBs as

they notice details and generate questions. Guide the prioritization discussion to

encourage students to explain why a question is important.

Look Fors: Oral responses should include simple sentences using the chosen question

stems, with some elaboration of ideas (e.g., using new or multiple adjectives, emerging use

of clauses).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students may choose to use the LLBs when making observations and generating

questions. Students should explain why a question would be a priority to post on the

Inquiry Chart.

Look Fors: Oral responses should use detailed and compound sentences that use more

complex grammatical structures (e.g., linking words or phrases, combined clauses).
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ADVANCE PREPARATION

Use the template (Cluster 1 Inquiry Chart) to create an Inquiry Chart for Cluster 1 on chart paper.

Plan to complete the “What did we do?” column prior to the “Putting It Together” activity in

Lesson 6, using guidance from the Cluster 1 Inquiry Chart (Teacher Version).

If the topic is of interest to you and your students, read the information provided below the map

of North America from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory. (It involves a space shuttle!)

Students will need individual or partnered access to electronic devices.

Familiarize yourself with the Question Formulation Technique (QFT), created by the Right

Question Institute (RQI). Visit What is the QFT? for more information and free resources.

To see the QFT in action in a fourth grade classroom, watch this video: Primary Sources & QFT: 4th

Grade Classroom Video. In the video, a fourth grade teacher in Nevada conducts a multi-day mini-

unit on map-making using the technique to help students practice skills of observation,

questioning, making inferences, and conducting independent research.

Build the Word Wall (5 minutes)

Slide 2: �^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯OI`Ok<hPw

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯�I`Ok<hPw¯PI\hl¯ol

o^GIkln<^G¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯�<knP¯<^G¯P`u¯uI¯Q^nIk<En

uQnP¯uPIkI¯uI¯\QtIµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯nPI¯lnoGw

`N¯h\<EIl¯<^G¯nPI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯DInuII^¯hI`h\I¯<^G

nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^n

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Slide 3: �QOP\QOPn¯nPI¯u`kGÕl¯NI<nokIlµ¯0PQl¯u`kG¯Ql¯D<lIG¯`^

�kII[¯k``nlµ¯0PI¯u`kG¯h<knl¯<kI·

OI`Æ¯ó¯�<knP

ÆOk<hP¯ó¯n`¯Gk<u¯`k¯ukQnI
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Slide 4:¯�^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯hPwlQE<\¯]<hµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯9`o¯E<^¯lnoGw¯<¯hPwlQE<\

]<h¯n`¯DInnIk¯o^GIkln<^G¯NI<nokIl¯loEP¯<l

]`o^n<Q^l¶¯kQtIkl¶¯<^G¯GIlIknlµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯<¯]<h

nP<n¯lP`ul¯nPI¯^<nok<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯�<knP¶¯loEP¯<l

\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Launching the Question (20 minutes)

SPARK CURIOSITY

Slide 5: �^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPQl¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯u<l¯EkI<nIG¯olQ^O¯k<G<k¯G<n<

Nk`]¯<¯!�/�¯/h<EI¯/Ponn\Iµ

0PQl¯]I<^l¯nP<n¯k<G<k¯Q^lnko]I^nl¯uIkI¯l`¯N<k¯<u<w

nP<n¯uI¯E<^Õn¯lII¯<^w¯lQO^¯`N¯Po]<^l¶¯k`<Gl¶¯EQnQIl¶¯InEµ

�`\`k¯u<l¯<GGIG¯n`¯PQOP\QOPn¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯Q^

nPI¯Q]<OIµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯\Q^[¯n`¯nPI¯shaded relief map of North America

Nk`]¯!�/�Õl¯�In¯+k`ho\lQ`^¯�<D`k<n`kwµ¯#hI^¯nPI¯\Q^[¯w`oklI\N

<^G¯lP`u¯lnoGI^nl¯P`u¯n`¯z``]¯Q^µ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/noGI^nl¯uP`¯u`o\G¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯lohh`kn¯N`k

]<[Q^O¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI

]<h¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯Observe

Language and Literacy

Builder (3-5)µ

�^QnQ<nI¯<¯0ok^¯<^G¯0<\[µ¯�l[·¯7P<n¯G`¯w`o¯^`nQEI¯<D`on¯nPQl

]<h¼¯�<tI¯lP`o\GIk¯h<kn^Ikl¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¶¯uPQEP

]<w¯Q^E\oGI·

�kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯I<ln¯<kI¯\`u¶¯<^G¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯uIln¯<kI

PQOPµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯]<^w¯]`o^n<Q^¯k<^OIl¯Q^¯nPI¯uIlnµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯\Q^Il¯nP<n¯\``[¯\Q[I¯kQtIkl¯O`Q^O¯Nk`]

]`o^n<Q^l¯Q^¯nPI¯uIln¯n`¯\`u¯<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯I<lnµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯\<kOI¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯Q^¯^`knPIk^¯!`knP

�]IkQE<µ

LEARN MORE

/II¯Launching the

Question Q^¯nPI¯�okkQEo\o]

�oQGID``[¯N`k¯NoknPIk

GIn<Q\l¯<^G¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`^

nPQl¯k`onQ^Iµ
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�NnIk¯h<kn^Ikl¯lP<kI¶¯<l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯^`nQEQ^Ol

uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ7PI^¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯nPI¯l<]I¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¶

nPIw¯E<^¯kIlh`^G¯uQnP¯nPI¯�/�¯lQO^¯N`k¯Òme tooµÓ

INTRODUCE THE SUPPORTING QUESTION AND ELICIT

INITIAL THINKING

Slide 6: �^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

/noGI^nl¯uQ\\¯Q^tIlnQO<nI¯nPQl¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ¯/P<kI¯nP<n

nPI¯{kln¯lnIh¯uQ\\¯DI¯n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPIQk¯Q^joQkwµ

Slide 7: �vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯N`\\`u¯nPkII¯lnIhl¯N`k

�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯`tIk¯<¯lIkQIl¯`N¯l\QGIlµ

�I^Ik<nI¯joIlnQ`^l

�\<llQNw¯joIlnQ`^l

+kQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^l


QlnkQDonI¯<¯hQIEI¯`N¯EP<kn¯h<hIk¶¯<¯]<k[Ik¶¯<^G¯nPkII¯lnQE[w

^`nIl¯n`¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯`N¯lnoGI^nlµ

�l[¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯n`¯EP``lI¯<¯lEkQDI¯Ê<¯Ok`oh¯]I]DIk¯uP`¯E<^

ukQnI¯joQE[\w¯<^G¯E\I<k\wËµ

Slide 8: 0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯0PI¯N`Eol¯N`k

nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^l¯Ql¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯nok^IG¯Q^n`¯<

ln<nI]I^n·¯Maps can tell us about physical geography.

0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nPIw¯E<^¯\``[¯<n¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`^¯nPIQk

GItQEI¯N`k¯QGI<l¯uPQ\I¯<l[Q^O¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^lµ

TEACHING TIP

�N¯w`ok¯E\<ll¯^IIGl¯<¯]`kI

lE<NN`\GIG¯tIklQ`^¯`N

�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯N`k

nPQl¯{kln¯IvhIkQI^EI¶

E`^lQGIk¯]<[Q^O¯Qn¯<¯uP`\IÆ

Ok`oh¯<EnQtQnw¯Q^¯uPQEP¯w`o

<kI¯nPI¯lEkQDIµ¯9`o¯]<w¯<\l`

^IIG¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPI

E\<llQ{E<nQ`^¯`N¯joIlnQ`^l¯<l

`hI^¯`k¯E\`lIGµ¯/noGI^nl

E<^¯h<knQEQh<nI¯]`kI

Q^GIhI^GI^n\w¯Q^¯�<o^EPQ^O

nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯Q^¯�\olnIkl¯�

<^G¯�µ

Slide 9: .ItQIu¯nPI¯ko\Il¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯N`k¯OI^Ik<nQ^O

joIlnQ`^l·

�l[¯<l¯]<^w¯joIlnQ`^l¯<l¯w`o¯E<^¯<D`on¯nPI

ln<nI]I^nµ

!o]DIk¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^µ


`^Õn¯GQlEoll¶¯<^luIk¶¯`k¯YoGOI¯<^w¯joIlnQ`^µ

7kQnI¯G`u^¯ItIkw¯joIlnQ`^¯Iv<En\w¯<l¯ln<nIGµ

�P<^OI¯<^w¯ln<nI]I^nl¯n`¯joIlnQ`^lµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯kINIk

n`¯nPI Question Language

and Literacy Builder (3-5)¯n`

lohh`kn¯nPI¯OI^Ik<nQ`^¯`N

joIlnQ`^l¯GokQ^O¯nPI

k`onQ^Iµ
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�\\`u¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯]Q^onIlµ¯/`]I

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯<l[¯Q^E\oGI·

7Pw¯G`¯kQtIkl¯O`¯Nk`]¯PQOP¯h\<EIl¯n`¯\`u¯h\<EIl¼

7Pw¯<kI¯nPIkI¯]`kI¯\<kOI¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯Q^¯nPI¯^`knP

nP<^¯Q^¯nPI¯l`onP¼

7Pw¯<kI¯]`o^n<Q^l¯Q^¯nPI¯uIln¯PQOPIk¯nP<^

]`o^n<Q^l¯Q^¯nPI¯I<ln¼

Slide 10: �vh\<Q^¯nPI¯GQNNIkI^EI¯DInuII^¯`hI^¯<^G¯E\`lIG

joIlnQ`^l·

#hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯^IIG¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^µ¯0PIw¯E<^Õn¯DI

<^luIkIG¯uQnP¯<¯wIl¶¯<¯^`¶¯`k¯<¯`^IÆu`kG¯<^luIkµ

�\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯DI¯<^luIkIG¯uQnP¯<¯lQ]h\I¯N<En¶

<¯wIl¶¯<¯^`¶¯`k¯<¯`^IÆu`kG¯<^luIkµ

�l[·¯7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯DI^I{nl¯`N¯I<EP¯[Q^G¯`N¯joIlnQ`^¼¯+`llQD\I

kIlh`^lIl·

#hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯lh<k[¯GQlEollQ`^lµ

#hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯kI\<nI¯n`¯DQO¯QGI<lµ

�\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯PI\h¯uQnP¯{^GQ^O¯N<Enl¯<^G

lohh`knQ^O¯GIn<Q\lµ

Slide 11: .ItQIu¯nPI¯ko\Il¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯N`k¯E\<llQNwQ^O

joIlnQ`^l·

�GI^nQNw¯E\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯uQnP¯<¯�µ

�GI^nQNw¯`hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯uQnP¯<^¯#µ

�\\`u¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E\<llQNw¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯]Q^onIlµ

Slide 12: .ItQIu¯nPI¯ko\Il¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯N`k¯hkQ`kQnQzQ^O

joIlnQ`^l·

�GI^nQNw¯w`ok¯Ok`ohÕl¯n`h¯nPkII¯`hI^¯joIlnQ`^lµ

�`hw¯I<EP¯0`h¯0PkII¯joIlnQ`^¯`^n`¯Qnl¯`u^¯lnQE[w¯^`nIµ

�l¯<¯Ok`oh¶¯GQlEoll¯<^G¯GIEQGI¯uPw¯w`o¯EP`lI¯I<EP

joIlnQ`^µ

+QE[¯<¯lh`[IlhIkl`^¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯w`ok¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯nPI

E\<llµ

�\\`u¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hkQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯]Q^onIlµ
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LEARN MORE

Investigating History’s Launching the Question routine is adapted from the Question Formulation

Technique (QFT) created by the Right Question Institute (RQI). You can visit their website for more

information about their work.

Introduce the Inquiry Chart (5 minutes)

DEVELOP THE INQUIRY CHART

Slide 13: Ask the spokesperson from each group to come to

the Inquiry Chart and read their questions out loud as they

post them on the top row, under the Supporting Question.

If any questions from the Unit 1 Know and Wonder Chart are

about physical geography, move them into the Inquiry Chart

as well.

PREVIEW THE LEARNING AHEAD

Share with students that in this cluster, they will use a variety

of physical maps and images of landforms and bodies of

water to explore physical geography. The Supporting

Question and priority questions will guide their learning.
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LESSON 3

The Surface of North America

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯Q]<OIl¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯<^G

GIlEkQDI¯E`]]`^¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N

u<nIk¯N`o^G¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ


I{^I¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl¯Dw¯ukQnQ^O

GI{^QnQ`^l¯nP<n¯olI¯GIlEkQhnQtI¯\<^Oo<OI¯n`

Ivh\<Q^¯uP<n¯I<EP¯NI<nokI¯\``[l¯\Q[Iµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

0PQl¯\Ill`^¯<EnQt<nIl¯<^G¯Ivh<^Gl¯lnoGI^nlÛ¯[^`u\IGOI¯`N

\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯<^G¯PI\hl

DoQ\G¯t`E<Do\<kw¯kI\<nIG¯n`¯nPIlI¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIlµ¯0PI

\Ill`^¯hkIh<kIl¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯<^G¯<^<\wzI¯nPI

lokN<EI¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯Q^¯kI\<nQ`^¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O

-oIlnQ`^µ¯/noGI^nl¯u`k[¯Q^¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯n`¯`DlIktI¯NI<nokIl

`N¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯<^G¯olI¯nP`lI¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l

n`¯EkI<nI¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯<^G¯<GG¯nPI]¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ¯�Q^<\\w¶

lnoGI^nl¯<^luIk¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯hk<EnQEI¯olQ^O¯nPI¯^Iu

t`E<Do\<kw¯<^G¯n`¯kIQ^N`kEI¯\I<k^Q^O¯<^G¯E`]hkIPI^lQ`^µ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯7µ�µ�G

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

�Ill`^¯�¯/\QGI¯
IE[

�<^G¯<^G¯7<nIk¯�I<nokIl

/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[

�<^G¯<^G¯7<nIk¯�I<nokIl

Ê�`]h<kQl`^lË

/E<NN`\GIG¯/noGI^n¯/\QGI


IE[

7kQnI¯<¯
I{^QnQ`^

6`E<Do\<kw¯
I{^QnQ`^l

Ê0I<EPIk¯�oQG<^EIË

�<^G¯<^G¯7<nIk¯�I<nokIl

7`kG¯7<\\¯�<kGl

VOCABULARY

D<lQ^

D<w

E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^

GIlIkn

Oo\N

]`o^n<Q^

hI^Q^lo\<

h\<Q^

h\<nI<o

t`\E<^`
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LESSON AT A GLANCE

�`]h`^I^n 0Q]I

Recall Questions About the Map of North America 5

Explore the Surface of North America 15

Build the Word Wall 10

+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Observe Language and Literacy Builder (3-5)·¯/ohh`knl¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯]<[Q^O¯E\`lI

`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯`N¯Q]<OIl¯lP`uQ^O¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIkµ

Land and Water Features (Comparisons) Scaffolded Student Slide Deck·¯/ohh`knl¯lnoGI^nl

Q^¯GItI\`hQ^O¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯`N¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯nPk`oOP¯E`]h<kQl`^lµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

+k`tQGI¯lnI]l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯��
¯n`¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯IvhkIll¯uP<n¯nPIw¯lIIµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl

n`¯kIE`kG¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯Q^¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯GItI\`h¯nk<^l\<nIG¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯N`k

\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯n`¯<GG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^n¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯Q^¯D`nP¯\<^Oo<OIl¯]<w¯Q^E\oGI¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIl¯uQnP

N<]Q\Q<k¯<GYIEnQtIlµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯EP``lI¯kI\It<^n¯lnI]l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯��
¯uPI^¯{^GQ^O¯GIn<Q\l¯Q^¯nPI¯Q]<OIlµ

/noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯\``[¯N`k¯E`]]`^¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯n`¯olI¯Q^¯nPIQk¯GI{^QnQ`^lµ

�``[¯�`kl· 
I{^QnQ`^l¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIl¯<^G¯<GYIEnQtIl¯nP<n¯GQlnQ^OoQlP

lQ]Q\<k¯\<^GN`k]l¯`k¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯`nPIkµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

/noGI^nl¯]<w¯EP``lI¯n`¯olI¯nPI¯��
¯uPI^¯u`k[Q^O¯`^¯]<[Q^O¯`DlIkt<nQ`^lµ¯0PIw¯lP`o\G

\``[¯N`k¯E`]]`^¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯<^G¯olI¯nP`lI¯u`kGl¯n`¯EkI<nI¯GI{^QnQ`^lµ

�``[¯�`kl· 
I{^QnQ`^l¯lP`o\G¯olI¯GIn<Q\IG¯<^G¯E`]h`o^G¯lI^nI^EIl¯nP<n¯olI¯]`kI

E`]h\Iv¯Ok<]]<nQE<\¯lnkoEnokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯\Q^[Q^O¯u`kGl¯`k¯hPk<lIl¶¯E`]DQ^IG¯E\<olIlËµ
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ADVANCE PREPARATION

�N¯GItQEIl¯<kI¯^`n¯<t<Q\<D\I¯N`k¯lnoGI^n¯olI¶¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯\<]Q^<nI¯`^I¯E`hw¯`N¯ItIkw¯Q]<OI¯Q^¯nPI

Land and Water Features Student Slide Deckµ¯0PI¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^l¯l\QGIl¯G`¯^`n¯^IIG¯n`¯DI¯hkQ^nIG¸

nPIw¯uQ\\¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯]`GI\¯nPI¯hk`EIGokIµ

�NnIk¯nPI¯\Ill`^¶¯olI¯nPI¯Land and Water Features Word Wall Cards¯n`¯EkI<nI¯E<kGl¯uQnP¯nPI

lnoGI^n¯GI{^QnQ`^lµ¯!`nI¯nP<n¯olQ^O¯lnoGI^n¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯`^¯7`kG¯7<\\¯E<kGl¯Ql¯o^QjoI¯n`¯nPQl

\Ill`^µ¯�^¯`nPIk¯\Ill`^l¶¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯<kI¯hk`tQGIGµ

Recall Questions About the Map of North

America (5 minutes)

Slide 2: �`^^IEn¯n`¯hkItQ`ol¯\I<k^Q^O¯<D`on¯nPI¯lokN<EI¯`N

!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯`N¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯nPIw

OI^Ik<nIG¯<D`on¯nPI¯]<h¯Q^¯nPI¯\<ln¯\Ill`^µ¯.ItQIu

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯hIkn<Q^¯n`¯\<^GN`k]l¯`k¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIkµ

/<w·¯Today we will learn more about the features of Earth’s

surface. Land features are called landforms, and water

features are called bodies of water.

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯Q^¯n`G<wÕl¯\Ill`^¯n`

GIlEkQDI¯E`]]`^¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯<^G¯nPI^

olI¯nP`lI¯GIlEkQhnQ`^l¯n`¯EkI<nI¯GI{^QnQ`^lµ

Explore the Surface of North America (15

minutes)

Slides 3–6: �vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯u`k[¯Q^¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯n`

`DlIktI¯nPkII¯hP`n`l¯nP<n¯lP`u¯<¯\<^GN`k]¯`k¯D`Gw¯`N¯u<nIkµ

0PIw¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯GI{^QnQ`^¯`N¯nPI

u`kG¯nP<n¯^<]Il¯nP<n¯\<^GN`k]¯`k¯D`Gw¯`N¯u<nIkµ

�^tQnI¯nPkII¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯]`GI\¯nPI¯<EnQtQnw¯uQnP

E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^lµ¯�QtI¯nPI]¯<¯NIu¯]Q^onIl¯n`¯`DlIktI¯nPI¯nPkII

hP`n`lµ¯�l[· What do the images have in common?

 `GI\¯olQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯Q]<OIl¯n`¯<kkQtI¯<n¯<

GI{^QnQ`^¯`N¯coastal plains·

0PI¯Q]<OIl¯<kI¯<\\¯^I<k¯nPI¯`EI<^µ

0PI¯Q]<OIl¯<\\¯lP`u¯|<n¯\<^Gµ

Coastal plain¯E`o\G¯]I<^¯Ò|<n¯\<^G¯^I<k¯nPI¯`EI<^µÓ
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�NnIk¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯<OkIIG¯`^¯<¯GI{^QnQ`^¶¯Ivh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPIw

uQ\\¯kIhI<n¯nPQl¯k`onQ^I¯Q^¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¶¯uQnP¯I<EP¯Ok`oh

Ivh\`kQ^O¯<^G¯GI{^Q^O¯nPIQk¯`u^¯^Iu¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI^¯lP<kI

uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ

Slide 7: #kO<^QzI¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^n`¯^Q^I¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohlµ¯�GI<\\w¶

I<EP¯Ok`oh¯uQ\\¯P<tI¯nPkII¯lnoGI^nl¯l`¯I<EP¯P<l¯nPIQk¯`u^

hP`n`¯E<kG¯n`¯Iv<]Q^Iµ

�llQO^¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯<¯\<^GN`k]¯`k¯D`Gw¯`N¯u<nIkµ¯�QtI¯nPI]¯<

E`hw¯`N¯nPI¯7kQnI¯<¯
I{^QnQ`^¯P<^G`on¯<^G¯nPI¯nPkII¯Q]<OI

E<kGl¯N`k¯nPIQk¯<llQO^IG¯u`kGµ

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯h<ll¯nPIQk¯E<kGl¯<k`o^G¯nPIQk¯Ok`oh¯uPQ\I

kIE`kGQ^O¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ

�^lnkoEn¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E`\\<D`k<nI¯uQnPQ^¯nPIQk¯Ok`ohl¯n`¯Gk<Nn¯<

GI{^QnQ`^¯D<lIG¯`^¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^lµ¯0PQl¯GI{^QnQ`^¯uQ\\¯DI

nPIQk¯E\<Q]¶¯lohh`knIG¯Dw¯tQlo<\¯ItQGI^EI¯ÊnPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^lËµ

 `^Qn`k¯<^G¯<llQln¯lnoGI^nl¯<l¯^IIGIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯<EnQtQnwµ

1lI¯nPI¯6`E<Do\<kw¯
I{^QnQ`^l¯Ê0I<EPIk¯�oQG<^EIË¯n`¯OoQGI

lnoGI^nl¯<l¯w`o¯EQkEo\<nIµ

CULTURAL

COMPETENCE

�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯olI

nPIQk¯D<E[Ok`o^G

[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯\<^GN`k]l

<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯nP<n

nPIw¯P<tI¯lII^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯\`E<\

I^tQk`^]I^nµ¯�`k¯!Iu

�^O\<^G¶¯nP`lI¯u`o\G

Q^E\oGI¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^l¶¯D<w

Ê <ll<EPolInnl¯
<wË¶

hI^Q^lo\<¯Ê�<hI¯�`GË¶¯<^G

]`o^n<Q^¯ÊEQnI¯`^I¯^I<kIln

w`ok¯lEP``\¯GQlnkQEnËµ

Build the Word Wall (10 minutes)

Slides 8–18: �^tQnI¯I<EP¯l]<\\¯Ok`oh¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯GI{^QnQ`^

uQnP¯nPI¯E\<ll¯<l¯w`o¯lEk`\\¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯l\QGIl¯Q^¯nPI¯GIE[µ

�`^^IEn¯nPI¯<EnQtQnw¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯�l[·¯What

can images of landforms and bodies of water tell us about

the physical geography of North America?

�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯olI¯u`kGl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l\QGI¯GIE[¯Q^¯nPIQk

kIlh`^lIlµ

SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E\<kQ{E<nQ`^¯O<Q^IG¯Dw¯E`]h<kQ^O¯<^G¯E`^nk<lnQ^O¯h<Qkl¯`N

lQ]Q\<k¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIkµ¯0PI¯hk`]hnl¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGIl¯`N¯nPI¯Land and Water Features

(Comparisons) Scaffolded Student Slide Deck¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯N<EQ\Qn<nI¯GQlEollQ`^l¯<D`on

lQ]Q\<kQnQIl¯<^G¯GQNNIkI^EIlµ
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Slide 19: �`^E\oGI¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯uQnP¯<^¯`hh`kno^Qnw¯N`k

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk<EnQEI¯olQ^O¯<\\¯nI^¯u`kGlµ

�vh\<Q^¯n`¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯<NnIk¯w`o¯<l[¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^¶¯nPIw¯uQ\\

P<tI¯�¯lIE`^Gl¯`N¯nPQ^[Q^O¯nQ]I¯<^G¯nPI^¯w`o¯uQ\\¯<l[¯lItIk<\

t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯kIlh`^Gµ¯0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPIkI¯]<w¯DI

]o\nQh\I¯E`kkIEn¯<^luIkl¯N`k¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^µ¯�l[·

Where can you sail a boat?¯ÊD<w¯`k¯Oo\NË

Where is the nicest place to walk?¯Ê<^w¯except D<w¯`k

Oo\NË

Which place might be dangerous to visit?¯Êt`\E<^`Ë

Which place would have the best views?¯Ê]`o^n<Q^¶

h\<nI<oË

Which place would you most like to visit?¯Ê<^wË

�N¯nQ]I¯<\\`ul¶¯h<olI¯n`¯PI<k¯lnoGI^nlÕ¯kI<l`^l¯N`k¯nPIQk

kIlh`^lIl¯n`¯nPI¯\<ln¯joIlnQ`^µ

Teacher Note: �NnIk¯nPI¯\Ill`^¶¯E`\\IEn¯nPI¯E`]h\InIG

P<^G`onlµ¯.IE`kG¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆEkI<nIG¯GI{^QnQ`^l¯`^¯nPI

Land and Water Features Word Wall Cards¯l`¯nPIlI

GI{^QnQ`^l¯uQ\\¯DI¯Q^¯nPI¯l<]I¯N`k]<n¯<l¯`nPIkl¯nPk`oOP`on

nPI¯o^Qnl¯Q^¯N`oknP¯Ok<GIµ¯+kQ^n¯nPI¯E<kGl¯<^G¯h`ln¯nPI]¯`^

w`ok¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

7PI^¯1^Qn¯�¯Ql¯E`]h\InIG¶¯[IIh¯nPIlI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯E<kGl¯N`k

olI¯<O<Q^¯Q^¯1^Qn¯�µ
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6̀ G>Fo[>kwÍ
K�^SnS`^lÍ¶0K>GRKkÍ�oSI>^GK·

basin:°<¯\`u¯<kI<¯`N¯\<^G¯uPIkI¯u<nIk¯Nk`]¯kQtIkl¯<^G¯lnkI<]l¯E`\\IEnl

bay:°<^¯<kI<¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^¯nP<n¯Ql¯lokk`o^GIG¯`^¯nPkII¯lQGIl¯Dw¯\<^G

coastal plain:°<^¯<kI<¯`N¯\`u¶¯|<n¯\<^G¯<\`^O¯nPI¯E`<ln¯`N¯<^¯`EI<^

desert:°<¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯tIkw¯Gkw¯\<^G¯uQnP¯NIu¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk

gulf:°<¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^¯nP<n¯Ql¯h<kn\w¯lokk`o^GIG¯Dw¯\<^G

mountain:°<¯\<^GN`k]¯nP<n¯kQlIl¯PQOP¯<D`tI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<k`o^G¯Qn¶¯uQnP¯lnIIh¯lQGIl

<^G¯<¯h`Q^nIG¯`k¯k`o^GIG¯hI<[¯<n¯nPI¯n`h

peninsula:°<¯hQIEI¯`N¯\<^G¯nP<n¯Ql¯lokk`o^GIG¯Dw¯u<nIk¯`^¯nPkII¯lQGIl

plain:°<¯\<kOI¯<kI<¯`N¯]`ln\w¯|<n¯\<^G

plateau:°<¯]`ln\w¯|<n¯\<^GN`k]¯nP<n¯Ql¯PQOPIk¯nP<^¯nPI¯\<^G¯<k`o^G¯Qn

volcano:°<¯]`o^n<Q^¯uQnP¯<^¯`hI^Q^O¯uPIkI¯\<t<¶¯<lP¶¯<^G¯O<lIl¯E<^¯E`]I¯`on

Lesson 3: The Surface of North America

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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LESSON 4

Important Physical Features of North America

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ What can maps tell us about physical geography?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Identify important landforms and bodies of

water on maps of North America and create

a map key.

Interpret cardinal and intermediate

directions to determine the relative location

of map features by discussing written clues

with a partner.

LESSON OVERVIEW

In this lesson, students draw upon their knowledge of

cardinal and intermediate directions to participate in a

scavenger hunt activity. They search for clues that describe

the location of famous landforms and bodies of water in

North America. The clues help students use relative location

to identify the features on a physical map and create a map

key. They collaborate to review their answers to reinforce

learning and to make sure their keys are accurate.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 6, 4.T1.1, SL.4.1

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 4 Slide Deck

Scavenger Hunt Clues

Scavenger Hunt Maps

Physical Features

Scavenger Hunt (Teacher

Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Cardinal Directions Review 5

Facilitate the Scavenger Hunt 15

Review Answers 10
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Scavenger Hunt Clues (Highlighted)·¯/ohh`knl¯kI<GQ^O¯E`]hkIPI^lQ`^¯nPk`oOP

PQOP\QOPnIG¯nIvnµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

/noGI^nl¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯n`¯kItQIu¯nPI¯GI{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯Q]<OI¯`N¯\<^GN`k]¯`k¯D`Gw¯`N

u<nIkµ¯+k`tQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯`u^¯E`hw¯`N¯nPI¯E\oIl¯<^G¯OoQGI¯nPI]¯n`¯olI¯nPI

PQOP\QOPnIG¯u`kGl¯uPI^¯GQlEollQ^O¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯olI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<O]I^nl¯Q^¯GQlEollQ`^¯uPI^¯GInIk]Q^Q^O¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^

`N¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokI¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

/noGI^nl¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯n`¯kItQIu¯nPI¯GI{^QnQ`^¯<^G¯Q]<OI¯`N¯nPI¯\<^GN`k]¯`k

D`Gw¯`N¯u<nIkµ¯/noGI^nl¯E<^¯N`Eol¯`^¯nPI¯{kln¯lI^nI^EI¯`N¯nPI¯E\oI¯uPI^¯GInIk]Q^Q^O¯nPI

NI<nokIÕl¯\`E<nQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯GQlEoll¯E`^^IEnQ`^l¯DInuII^¯t`E<Do\<kw¯`^¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯<^G

t`E<Do\<kw¯Q^¯nPI¯E\oIµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯n<[I¯nok^l¯kI<GQ^O¯E\oIl¯`on¯\`oG¯n`¯nPIQk¯h<kn^Iklµ¯�l[¯nPI]¯n`

N`Eol¯`^¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯nP<n¯PI\h¯nPI]¯{OokI¯`on¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯olI¯E`]h\Iv¯lI^nI^EIl¯uPI^¯GQlEollQ^O¯nPI¯E\oI¯<^G¯GInIk]Q^Q^O

nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIµ

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

+\<EI¯E\oIl¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯E\<llk``]µ¯Ê�IIh¯nk<E[¯`N¯uPIkI¯w`o¯hon¯nPI]ºË

�`k¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¶¯hkIh<kI¯<¯E\QhD`<kG¯uQnP¯nPI¯Scavenger Hunt Mapsµ
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Cardinal Directions Review (5 minutes)

Slide 2: .ItQIu¯E<kGQ^<\¯GQkIEnQ`^lµ


k<u¯<¯D\<^[¯E`]h<ll¯k`lI¯`^¯nPI¯D`<kGµ¯�I<tI¯nPI¯h`Q^nl

D\<^[¯N`k¯E<kGQ^<\¯<^G¯Q^nIk]IGQ<nI¯GQkIEnQ`^lµ

�<\\¯`^¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯ukQnI¯nPI¯E<kGQ^<\¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯Ê^`knP¶¯l`onP¶

I<ln¶¯uIlnË¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯k`lI¯w`o¯GkIuµ¯0PI^¯E<\\¯`^¯lnoGI^nl

n`¯ukQnI¯nPI¯Q^nIk]IGQ<nI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯Ê^`knPuIln¶¯l`onPuIln¶

^`knPI<ln¶¯l`onPI<lnËµ

�`kkIEn¯nPI¯h\<EI]I^n¯`N¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯QN¯lnoGI^nl¯hk`tQGI

Q^E`kkIEn¯kIlh`^lIlµ

Slide 3: �l[¯7Pw¯G`¯hI`h\I¯olI¯E<kGQ^<\¯<^G¯Q^nIk]IGQ<nI

GQkIEnQ`^l¼¯+`llQD\I¯kIlh`^lIl·

�<kGQ^<\¯<^G¯Q^nIk]IGQ<nI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯OQtI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

<D`on¯nPI¯u<w¯n`¯nk<tI\¯n`u<kG¯<¯GIlnQ^<nQ`^µ


QkIEnQ`^l¯OQtI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯kI\<nQtI¯\`E<nQ`^l¯`N

nu`¯h\<EIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯`^I¯h\<EI¯Ql¯I<ln¯`N¯<^`nPIk¯h\<EIËµ

CULTURAL

COMPETENCE

Some cultures attribute

symbolic or spiritual

meanings to cardinal

directions. For example, the

Lakota Sioux and the Navajo

associate cardinal points

with colors, animals, and

elements. Their compass-

like symbols can represent

spirituality, the

interconnectedness of

nature, and the cyclical

nature of life.

Facilitate the Scavenger Hunt (15 minutes)

Slide 4: 0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯h<knQEQh<nI¯Q^¯<¯lE<tI^OIk

Po^n¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯^<]Il¯`N¯Q]h`kn<^n¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N

u<nIk¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PIw¯uQ\\¯olI¯E<kGQ^<\¯<^G

Q^nIk]IGQ<nI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯n`¯PI\h¯nPI]¯\`E<nI¯h\<EIl¯`^¯nPI

]<h¯nP<n¯<kI¯^<]IG¯Q^¯nPI¯E\oIlµ


QlnkQDonI¯E\QhD`<kGl¯uQnP¯nPI¯Scavenger Hunt Mapsµ¯ `GI\

P`u¯n`¯olI¯E\oIl¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯]<h¯[Iwµ

.I<G¯nPI¯E\oI¯<D`on¯nPI¯ QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIkµ

�l[¯<¯t`\o^nIIk¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯nPI¯\InnIk¯^I<k¯nPI¯D`Gw¯`N

u<nIk¯GIlEkQDIG¯Q^¯nPI¯E\oIµ¯Ê
Ë

�l[·¯0PIkI¯<kI¯nu`¯kQtIkl¯lP`u^¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¯nP<n¯|`u

Nk`]¯^`knP¯n`¯l`onP¯<^G¯I^G¯Q^¯<¯Oo\Nµ¯�`u¯G`¯w`o

[^`u¯uPQEP¯`^I¯Ql¯nPI¯ QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIk¼¯Ê�nÕl¯nPI¯`^I

nP<n¯ln<knl¯^I<k¯{tI¯\<kOI¯\<[Il¯<^G¯|`ul¯nPk`oOP¯nPI

]QGG\I¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµË

�<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯ukQnI¯Ò QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIkÓ¯^Ivn¯n`¯nPI

\InnIk¯
¯`^¯nPIQk¯P<^G`onµ
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Slide 5: .ItQIu¯nPI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯N`k¯nPI¯lE<tI^OIk¯Po^nµ¯�vh\<Q^

nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯u`k[¯Q^¯h<Qkl¯n`¯EkI<nI¯<¯]<h¯[Iw¯nP<n

QGI^nQ{Il¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

#kO<^QzI¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯h<kn^Ikl¯N`k¯nPI¯<EnQtQnwµ¯.I]Q^G¯nPI]

nP<n¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯E\oIl¯n`¯\<DI\¯nPI¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl

`N¯u<nIk¯nP<n¯<kI¯Q^GQE<nIG¯Dw¯\InnIkl¯`^¯nPIQk¯]<hlµ

+k`tQGI¯E\I<k¯OoQGI\Q^Il¯N`k¯uPIkI¯nPI¯E\oIl¯E<^¯DI¯N`o^G

Ê`hI^\w¯tQlQD\I¯lh`nl¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯k``]¶¯<^G¯uPIkI¯nPIw

E<^^`n¯DI¯N`o^G¯ÊN`k¯Iv<]h\I¶¯w`ok¯GIl[¯`k¯Q^lQGI¯E<DQ^InlËµ

�^G¯nPI¯Po^n¯nI^¯]Q^onIl¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯E\<ll¶¯ItI^¯QN

lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯^`n¯N`o^G¯<\\¯nPI¯E\oIlµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯nPI¯Scavenger Hunt

Clues (Highlighted)¶¯Q^

uPQEP¯nPI¯PQOP\QOPnIG

u`kGl¯I]hP<lQzI¯E<kGQ^<\

<^G¯Q^nIk]IGQ<nI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¶

<l¯uI\\¯<l¯[Iw¯\<^GN`k]l

<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIkµ

Review Answers (10 minutes)

Slide 6: .ItQIu¯lnoGI^nlÕ¯]<h¯[Iwlµ

�^tQnI¯I<EP¯h<Qk¯`N¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯Y`Q^¯uQnP¯<^`nPIk¯h<Qk¯n`

N`k]¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯N`okµ¯�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk

\<DI\IG¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIkµ

�QkEo\<nI¯<^G¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯E`]h\InQ^O¯`k

E`kkIEnQ^O¯nPIQk¯]<h¯[Iwlµ¯1lI¯Physical Features

Scavenger Hunt (Teacher Version)¯N`k¯OoQG<^EIµ

Slide 7:¯�v<]Q^I¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯<¯]<h¯[Iwµ¯�vh\<Q^¯nP<n

lnoGI^nl¯EkI<nIG¯<¯]<h¯[Iw¯Ê\IOI^GË¯nP<n¯PI\hl¯ol

o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�l[·

Why does a map have a key?

How does a key or legend help you understand the

features shown on a map?

CULTURAL COMPETENCE

 <hl¯<kI¯^`n¯Eo\nok<\\w¯^Ionk<\µ¯0PIw¯kI|IEn¯PQln`kw¯<^G¯h`uIk¯uQnP¯h\<EI¯^<]Il¯nP<n¯uIkI

<llQO^IG¯Dw¯�ok`hI<^¯Ivh\`kIkl¶¯lInn\Ikl¶¯<^G¯E`\`^QzIklµ¯ <^w¯`N¯nP`lI¯h\<EIl¯<\l`¯P<tI

�^GQOI^`ol¯^<]Il¯OQtI^¯Dw¯nPI¯!<nQtI¯hI`h\Il¯uP`¯P<tI¯\QtIG¯nPIkI¯lQ^EI¯\`^O¯DIN`kI¯�ok`hI<^l

<kkQtIGµ¯�n¯nPI¯l<]I¯nQ]I¶¯]<^w¯`N¯nPI¯^<]Il¯uI¯olI¯n`G<w¯N`k¯EQnQIl¶¯ln<nIl¶¯kIOQ`^l¶¯<^G¯hPwlQE<\

NI<nokIlÈloEP¯<l¯Mississippi¶¯Ohio¶¯Yukon¶¯<^G¯OaxacaÈE`]I¯Nk`]¯�^GQOI^`ol¯\<^Oo<OIl¯<^G

kI|IEn¯nPI¯!<nQtI¯Eo\nokIl¯`N¯nP`lI¯h\<EIlµ
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Physical Features Scavenger Hunt (Teacher Version)

Bodies of Water Map Key

A = .Q`¯�k<^GI¯.QtIk

B =  QllQllQhhQ¯.QtIk

C = �kI<n¯�<[Il

D = �n\<^nQE¯#EI<^

E = +<EQ{E¯#EI<^

F = �o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`

G = �<kQDDI<^¯/I<

H = �oGl`^¯
<w

Landforms Map Key

I = �hh<\<EPQ<^¯ `o^n<Q^l

J = .`E[w¯ `o^n<Q^l

K = /QIkk<¯ <GkI¯ `o^n<Q^l

L = 0PI¯�kI<n¯
<lQ^

M =  `Y<tI¯
IlIkn

N = /`^`k<^¯
IlIkn

O = �PQPo<Po<^¯
IlIkn

P = 9oE<n<^¯+I^Q^lo\<

Lesson 4: Important Physical Features of North America

Answer Key
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LESSON 5

Analyzing Physical Maps

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ What can maps tell us about physical geography?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Analyze key details to identify the purpose

of physical maps.

Engage in collaborative questioning by

building on others’ ideas and expressing

their own clearly.

LESSON OVERVIEW

In this lesson, students use map features like a compass rose,

title, legend, and scale to determine the purpose of ten

physical maps in a Student Slide Deck. The maps present

ideas beyond landforms and bodies of water to include

physical geography topics related to geology, ecoregions, and

atmospheric science. The objective of the exercise is to pique

curiosity about the content shown in order to understand

that there is a wide variety of physical maps and that some of

them convey more information than just locations.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 2, PS 4, 4.T1.1, RI.4.7

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 5 Slide Deck

Physical Map Set

Student Slide Deck

Analyzing Physical Maps

Analyzing Physical Maps

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Map Features 5

Analyze Physical Maps 20

Prioritize Questions 5
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Question Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports the generation of a question

about each map.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide question stems from the Question LLB for students to use when generating their

questions. Allow students to use sentence fragments. A student’s choice of their priority

question can be connected to their own curiosity rather than to the Supporting Question.

Look Fors: Questions should use the structures provided in the Question LLB and include

simple elaboration of ideas.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Allow students to use relevant question stems from the Question LLB. Structure the

prioritization discussion to include reasoning for how the question they choose is

connected to the Supporting Question.

Look Fors: Questions should be framed similarly to the framing provided in the Question

LLB and should include simple elaboration of ideas (e.g., adjectives, clauses). The reason

that a question is important should connect to the Supporting Question.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students may choose to use the Question LLB when working on generating questions..

Look Fors: Students should explain to their partner how the prioritized question would

help us understand what maps can tell us about physical geography. Oral responses

should use detailed and compound sentences that use more complex grammatical

structures (e.g., linking words or phrases, combined clauses).

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Make sure each pair of students has access to a digital device.
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Map Features (5 minutes)

Slide 2: Review some map features that were introduced in

Lesson 1. Ask: What do you know about map features?

Ask students to call out the cardinal and intermediate

directions as you indicate points on the compass rose. Ask:

Why aren’t compass roses always included on maps? Clarify

that maps are usually created in the familiar orientation of

north at the top. Students should understand that they can

assume north is “up” unless indicated otherwise by a

compass rose.

Point to the legend. Tell students that “legend” and” key”

mean the same thing. This cluster uses both to get students

used to the idea of using these synonyms.

Point to the scale. Remind students that a map is like a

miniature version of an area. Explain that a scale tells us how

much the map has been shrunk. The scale helps us translate

short distances on a map to long distances in real life.

LEARN MORE

Knowing how to use a map

scale requires an

understanding of

proportional relationships,

which is not covered in the

Massachusetts

Mathematics Curriculum

Framework until grade 6. In

this lesson, students are not

expected to know how to

apply a map scale.

 Analyze Physical Maps (20 minutes)

Slide 3: Distribute a copy of Analyzing Physical Maps to each

student. Although students will work in pairs, each student

will complete their own handout.

Provide each pair of students with a device for observing the

maps in the Physical Map Set Student Slide Deck. Share the

link to the slide deck.

Explain the process for analyzing the maps. Tell students they

will observe ten physical maps and analyze them by

completing the chart according to its headings:

Does it have a legend? (Yes/No)

Does it have a scale? (Yes/No)

What is the map’s purpose? (Consider the title)

What question do you have about this map?

Clarify that students will discuss their question with their

partner. They can both write down the same one, or they can

each write their own. Questions should be about the content

or main idea of the map.

TEACHING TIP

Students are introduced to

the components of a map

(cardinal directions, scale,

legend/key, title) in second

grade social studies. There

will be numerous

opportunities throughout

fourth grade for students to

apply this knowledge and

achieve mastery of this

standard.
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Slide 4:¯ `GI\¯nPI¯hk`EIll¯olQ^O¯ <h¯�µ¯/noGI^nl¯lP`o\G

u`k[¯<l¯<¯E\<ll¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯{kln¯k`uµ

�l[·¯Does the map have a legend? +`Q^n¯`on¯nPI¯\IOI^G¯`^

nPI¯\`uIk¯\INn¯E`k^Ikµ¯�n¯]<w¯DI¯n``¯l]<\\¯n`¯tQIu¯E\I<k\w¶¯l`

nPI¯k<^OI¯P<l¯DII^¯lQ]h\Q{IG¯n`¯nPI¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI¯]<hµ

�l[·¯Does the map have a scale? +`Q^n¯`on¯nPI¯lE<\Iµ

�l[·¯What is the map’s purpose? /ohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP

Q^nIkhkInQ^O¯nPI¯nQn\I¯<l¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPI¯]<hµ¯0PIw¯]<w

^`n¯DI¯N<]Q\Q<k¯uQnP¯nPI¯nIk]¯topography¶¯Don¯nPI¯\IOI^G

lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯]<h¯Ql¯<D`on¯PQOP¶¯]QGÆ\ItI\¶¯<^G¯\`u¯\<^Gµ

�l[·¯What question do you have about the content of this

map? �EEIhn¯<¯NIu¯joIlnQ`^l¯Nk`]¯lnoGI^nlµ¯�l[¯nPI]¯n`

ukQnI¯`^I¯G`u^¯`^¯nPIQk¯P<^G`onµ¯+`llQD\I¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯DI

N`o^G¯`^¯Analyzing Physical Maps (Teacher Version)µ

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E`^nQ^oI¯nPQl¯hk`EIll¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯h<kn^Ikl¯N`k

nPI¯kI]<Q^Q^O¯^Q^I¯]<hlµ

LEARN MORE

Map 7 may encourage the

popular misconception that

some U.S. states get no

tornadoes. In fact,

tornadoes have occurred in

every state. For this map,

areas with averages of less

than .5 reports per 10,000

miles are rounded down to

0. Based on the map, a

student could reasonably

conclude that California

gets no tornadoes. In fact,

California has an average of

11 tornadoes annually, with a

record 30 in 2005.

Prioritize Questions (5 minutes)

Slide 5:¯�l[¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯n`¯EP``lI¯`^I¯joIlnQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI

kQOPn¯E`\o]^¯`N¯nPIQk¯E`]h\InIG¯EP<knµ¯/ohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl

uQnP¯EP``lQ^O¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯u`o\G¯DIln¯PI\h¯ol¯GQlE`tIk

uP<n¯]<hl¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

+k`tQGI¯`^I¯lnQE[w¯^`nI¯n`¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯<^G¯<l[¯nP<n¯nPIw

ukQnI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯^`nI¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI¯]<h¯^o]DIkµ

Slide 6:¯+k`YIEn¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯D`<kGµ

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

�<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯E`]I¯n`¯nPI¯D`<kG¯<^G¯h`ln¯nPIQk¯lnQE[w¯^`nIl

<k`o^G¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ

Advance preparation for the next lesson: �NnIk¯E\<ll¶¯kItQIu

nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯uIkI¯h`lnIG¯N`k¯I<EP¯]<hµ¯�P``lI¯`^I

`hI^ÆI^GIG¯joIlnQ`^¯hIk¯]<h¯n`¯hkIlI^n¯<l¯<^¯`hnQ`^¯N`k

lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¶¯Q^¯uPQEP¯nPIw¯uQ\\

<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯uQnP¯ItQGI^EI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯]<hlµ
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Analyzing Physical Maps (Teacher Version)

Directions: Complete the boxes below to analyze each map. Write Yes or No to tell whether

the map has a legend and whether it has a scale. Then describe the purpose of the map.

Finally, record a question that you want to ask about the map.

+`llQD\I¯kIlh`^lIl¯hk`tQGIG¯N`k¯ <h¯-oIlnQ`^lµ

Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

1

9Il 9Il 0`¯lP`u¯P`u¯PQOP¯`k¯\`u¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql

Q^¯<kI<l¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl

ÊIvEIhn¯N`k¯�\<l[<¯<^G¯�<u<QQË

7Pw¯Ql¯nPI¯\<^G¯\`uIk¯Q^¯nPI

I<ln¯<^G¯PQOPIk¯Q^¯nPI¯uIln¼


`¯nPI¯G<k[¯OkII^¯<kI<l

<\`^O¯nPI¯I<lnIk^¯E`<ln¯lP`u

E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^l¼


`Il¯n`h`Ok<hPw¯]I<^¯P`u

PQOP¯`k¯\`u¯nPI¯\<^G¯Ql¼


`¯kQtIkl¯<\u<wl¯|`u¯n`¯<kI<l

`N¯\`uIln¯\<^G¼

2

!` 9Il 0`¯lP`u¯uPIkI¯kQtIkl¯<^G¯\<[Il¯<kI

\`E<nIG¯<Ek`ll¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl


`¯kQtIkl¯|`u¯<Ek`ll¯nPI

D`kGIkl¯Q^n`¯�<^<G<¯<^G

 IvQE`¼

7Pw¯<kI¯nPIkI¯NIuIk¯\<[Il

<^G¯kQtIkl¯Q^¯nPI¯uIlnIk^

1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¼


`¯l`]I¯kQtIkl¯|`u¯Q^n`

`nPIk¯kQtIkl¼

7Pw¯<kI¯nPI¯�kI<n¯�<[Il¯l`

]oEP¯DQOOIk¯nP<^¯`nPIk

\<[Il¼

7Pw¯G`¯�<u<QQ¶¯�\<l[<¶¯<^G

nPI¯kIln¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl

<\\¯P<tI¯GQNNIkI^n¯]<h

lE<\Il¼


`¯<\\¯kQtIkl¯|`u¯Q^n`¯<^

`EI<^¼

3

9Il !` 0`¯lP`u¯uPIkI¯N`kIlnl¯<kI¯\`E<nIG

<Ek`ll¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯ÊIvEIhn¯N`k

�\<l[<¯<^G¯�<u<QQË

�kI¯nPIkI¯kI<\\w¯^`¯N`kIlnl¯Q^

nPI¯]QGG\I¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¼

7Pw¯<kI¯nPIkI¯NIu¯N`kIlnl¯Q^

nPI¯/`onPuIln¼

�l¯nPIkI¯<¯E`^^IEnQ`^

DInuII^¯nPI¯<]`o^n¯`N

N`kIlnl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^¯k<^OIl

Ê <h¯�Ë¼


`¯nPI¯ljoQOO\w¯\Q^Il¯`^¯nPI

]<h¯kIhkIlI^n¯kQtIkl¯Ê <h

�Ë¼
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Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

4

9Il 9Il 0`¯lP`u¯P`u¯]oEP¯Qn¯k<Q^l¯<Ek`ll

nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯ÊIvEIhn¯N`k¯�\<l[<

<^G¯�<u<QQË

7Pw¯G`Il¯Qn¯k<Q^¯l`¯]oEP¯Q^

nPI¯!`knPuIln¼

7Pw¯G`Il¯k<Q^N<\\¯GIEkI<lI

Nk`]¯I<ln¯n`¯uIln¼

�l¯nPIkI¯<¯E`^^IEnQ`^

DInuII^¯k<Q^N<\\¯<^G

I\It<nQ`^¯Ê <h¯�Ë¼


`Il¯<^wnPQ^O¯Ok`u¯Q^¯nPI

/`onPuIln¯uPIkI¯Qn¯Ql¯l`¯Gkw¼

�l¯nPIkI¯<¯E`^^IEnQ`^

DInuII^¯k<Q^N<\\¯<^G

^o]DIkl¯`N¯\<[Il¯<^G¯kQtIkl

Ê <h¯�Ë¼

5

9Il 9Il 0`¯lP`u¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯lQO^Q{E<^n

uQ\G{kIl¯Q^¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯ÊIvEIhn

N`k¯�\<l[<¯<^G¯�<u<QQË

7Pw¯Ql¯nPI¯kQl[¯`N¯{kI¯OkI<nIk

Q^¯nPI¯uIln¯nP<^¯Q^¯nPI¯I<ln¼

�l¯nPIkI¯<¯E`^^IEnQ`^

DInuII^¯{kI¯kQl[¯<^G¯k<Q^N<\\

Ê <h¯�Ë¼

�l¯nPIkI¯<¯E`^^IEnQ`^

DInuII^¯{kI¯kQl[¯<^G¯kQtIkl

<^G¯\<[Il¯Ê <h¯�Ë¼

�<l¯nPI¯kQl[¯`N¯{kI¯EP<^OIG

lQ^EI¯nPQl¯]<h¯u<l¯EkI<nIG¼

6

!` 9Il 0`¯lP`u¯nPI¯\`E<nQ`^¯`N¯Ok<ll\<^Gl¯Q^

nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯ÊIvEIhn¯N`k¯�\<l[<

<^G¯�<u<QQË

�l¯hk<QkQI¯nPI¯l<]I¯<l

Ok<ll\<^G¼


`¯Ok<llIl¯Ok`u¯DIln¯Q^

<kI<l¯nP<n¯<kI¯|<n¯Ê <h¯�Ë¼

7Pw¯G`Il¯Ok<ll¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n

PIQOPnl¯Ok`u¯Q^¯EIkn<Q^

kIOQ`^l¼

/P`o\G¯nPI¯\Q^Il¯lP`uQ^O

Ok<ll\<^G¯kIOQ`^l¯E`^nQ^oI

Q^n`¯�<^<G<¼


`¯n<\\¯Ok<llIl¯Ok`u¯DInnIk

uQnP¯]`kI¯k<Q^¶¯<^G¯lP`kn

Ok<llIl¯Ok`u¯DInnIk¯uQnP¯\Ill

k<Q^¯Ê <h¯�Ë¼
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Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

7

Yes No To show how often tornados happen

across the United States (except for

Alaska and Hawaii)

Why do so many tornados

happen in the middle part of

the country?

Is there a connection

between areas with

grassland and the likelihood

of tornados (Map 6)?

Is there a connection

between elevation and the

likelihood of tornados (Map

1)?

Why is there a section of

Massachusetts that has a

greater number of tornados

than surrounding areas?

8

Yes Yes To show the path of North Atlantic

hurricanes in 2020

How do scientists know

where a hurricane goes?

Why do so many hurricanes

hit the Gulf of Mexico and

the east coast?

Do hurricanes get stuck in

the Gulf of Mexico?

What causes a hurricane?

Are there hurricanes on the

west coast of the United

States, too?

9

No Yes To show the location of major

volcanoes in Mexico

Why do volcanoes look like

they’re clustered along

Mexico’s southwest coast?

Do the volcanoes stop at the

United States border?

How can volcanoes be in the

ocean?

Has Mexico City ever been in

danger from a volcano?

Why doesn’t this map have a

legend?

10

Yes Yes To show the locations of snow and

ice in North America during the

winter of 2023–22024

Does a timestamp count as a

scale?

Why do parts of the country

that are usually hot

sometimes get snow?

If it snows in the western

part of the country, why is it

still so dry (Map 4)?

Is there a connection

between areas of snow and

high elevation (Map 1)?
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LESSON 6

Formative Assessment

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

�^luIk¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPw¯olQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯]<hlµ


ItI\`h¯<¯ukQnnI^¯E\<Q]¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPw¯olQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯E\olnIk

l`okEI¯]<hlµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

0PQl¯{^<\¯\Ill`^¯`N¯�\olnIk¯�¯DkQ^Ol¯lnoGI^nl¯D<E[¯n`¯nPI

/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯What can maps tell us about physical

geography?¯�^¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯kItQIu¯`N¯Ò7P<n¯GQG¯uI¯G`¼Ó

<^G¯Ò7P<n¯GQG¯uI¯\I<k^¼Ó¯PI\hl¯hkIh<kI¯lnoGI^nl¯N`k¯nPI

�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^nµ¯0PIw¯EP``lI¯<¯lnoGI^nÆOI^Ik<nIG

joIlnQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPIQk¯hkItQ`ol¯<^<\wlQl¯`N¯hPwlQE<\¯]<hl¯<^G

QGI^nQNw¯]<hl¯nP<n¯uQ\\¯PI\h¯nPI]¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^µ¯0PIw

ukQnI¯nPIQk¯kIlh`^lI¯<l¯<¯E\<Q]¯<^G¯lohh`kn¯nPIQk¯E\<Q]¯uQnP

nu`¯hQIEIl¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯]<hl¯nPIw¯lI\IEnIGµ¯�Q^<\\w¶

lnoGI^nl¯olI¯nPIQk¯E\<Q]¯<^G¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯.�µ�µ�¶¯7µ�µ�G

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 6 Slide Deck

Physical Map Set

Student Slide Deck

Formative Assessment

Formative Assessment

(Teacher Version)

Cluster 1 Inquiry Chart

Cluster 1 Inquiry Chart

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

+onnQ^O¯�n¯0`OInPIk ��

�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n ��
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

CER Language and Literacy Builder (4): Supports explanations of how evidence supports

students’ ideas.

Connect Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports using sources and relevant

evidence to help students answer their questions.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Support students with choosing a question that requires simple language to answer with

evidence from one map. Direct student attention to the Word Wall for terms that will

support their work. Choose stems from the CER LLB that will help structure responses.

Look Fors: Student responses may use simple sentence structures or be fragments.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Support students with choosing a question that requires simple language to answer. The

evidence can come from one or two maps. Direct student attention to the Word Wall for

terms that will support their work. Offer the CER LLB as a resource that will help structure

responses.

Look Fors: Expect short text with predictable organizational patterns using simple or

compound sentences.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Allow students to choose a question at the right complexity for them and to use evidence

from one or two maps. Offer the Connect LLB to help students make connections between

evidence on more than one map to support their claim. Offer the CER LLB as a resource

that will help structure responses. Suggest the Word Wall as an additional resource.

Look Fors: Expect more complex text and a variety of organizational patterns using

vocabulary appropriately.

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Add the questions you prepared at the end of Lesson 5 to Slide 4 of the Lesson 6 Slide Deck.

Make sure each student has access to a digital device to view the Physical Map Set Student Slide

Deck. If students do not have individual access to digital devices, print the slides from the Student

Slide Deck. You may wish to laminate them for repeated use. Be aware that some map details

may be lost in printing.
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Putting It Together (10 minutes)

Slide 2·¯�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯kInok^¯n`¯nPI

�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯<^G¯Òhon¯n`OInPIkÓ

uP<n¯nPIw¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG¯l`¯N<k¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯`N¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

SUMMARIZE OUR LEARNING AND SHARE OUR INITIAL

THINKING

Slide 3·¯.ItQlQn¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯<^G¯kI<G¯<\`oG¯nPI¯\Ill`^

lo]]<kQIl¯N`k¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯Q^¯nPI¯Ò7P<n¯GQG¯uI¯G`¼Ó¯E`\o]^µ

�N¯nQ]I¯<\\`ul¶¯<l[¯lnoGI^nl¯N`k¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Q]h`kn<^n

IvhIkQI^EIl¯nPIw¯kI]I]DIk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E\olnIkµ


kQI|w¯kItQIu¯<^G¯lo]]<kQzI¯nPI¯kIl`okEIl¯nP<n¯uIkI¯olIG

Q^¯nPI¯E\olnIkµ¯9`o¯E<^¯<\l`¯n<[I¯<¯NIu¯]Q^onIl¯<^G¯P<tI

lnoGI^nl¯`kO<^QzI¯nPIQk¯]<nIkQ<\l¯<^G¯P<^G`onl¯<l¯w`o¯^<]I

nPI]µ

SYNTHESIZE OUR IDEAS AND ANSWER THE SUPPORTING

QUESTION

�l[·¯What did we learn that helps us answer our Supporting

Question? �QtI¯lnoGI^nl¯nQ]I¯n`¯GQlEoll¯Q^¯<¯0ok^¯<^G¯0<\[

N`k]<nµ

.IE`kG¯lnoGI^nlÕ¯kIlh`^lIl¯Q^¯nPI¯Ò7P<n¯GQG¯uI¯\I<k^¼Ó

E`\o]^µ¯+`llQD\I¯kIlh`^lIl¯E<^¯DI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯nPI¯Cluster 1

Inquiry Chart (Teacher Version)µ

RETURN TO THE INQUIRY CHART

�Q^<\\w¶¯kItQlQn¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯lnoGI^nl¯<GGIG¯o^GIk¯nPI

/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯Q^¯�Ill`^¯�¯<l¯h<kn¯`N¯nPIQk¯�<o^EPQ^O

nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯k`onQ^I¶¯<l¯uI\\¯<l¯joIlnQ`^l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯7`^GIk

E`\o]^¯`N¯nPI¯Unit 1 Know and Wonder Chart Nk`]¯�Ill`^¯�µ

�l[·¯Have any of these questions been answered? Have any

new questions come up?

�QtI¯lnoGI^nl¯<¯NIu¯]Q^onIl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯nPQ^[Q^O¯<^G¯QGI<l

uQnP¯nPI¯uP`\I¯Ok`ohµ
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 Formative Assessment (20

minutes)

The Formative Assessment for Cluster 1 is

Formative Assessment.

STAMP THE KEY LEARNING

Slide 4: Share the link to the Physical Map Set Student Slide

Deck so each student can open it on their own device.

Distribute a Formative Assessment to each student.

Read the student questions that you chose for each map in

Lesson 5.

Tell students to choose a question and write it at the top of

their handout.

Provide a few minutes for them to scroll through the maps in

the Student Slide Deck to identify two or more maps they will

need to answer the question.

Remind students to return to the purpose column of

their chart as they consider which maps to choose.

Ask them to record the name(s) of the map(s) on the

handout.

Direct students to write a claim to answer the question and

then provide two pieces of evidence to support that claim.

Finally, students will use their claim and evidence to answer

the Supporting Question. Allow students to work

independently for the rest of the class period to complete the

assessment.

See the Formative Assessment (Teacher Version) for

suggested responses to consider when evaluating student

work.

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

Encourage students to refer

to their CER Language and

Literacy Builder (4) and

Connect Language and

Literacy Builder (3-5) to

support their work during

the assessment.

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Cluster 1: Physical Maps

Lesson 6: Formative Assessment 
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Formative Assessment (Teacher Version)

Part 1

Directions: Use the list of questions your teacher has shared and the maps in the Lesson 5

Student Slide Deck to complete Part 1.

Choose one question from the list your teacher has shared. Write the question you chose.

What area of North America has the highest rainfall?

Look at the maps in the Lesson 5 Student Slide Deck. Identify two or more maps that will

help you answer the question you chose. Which maps will you use?

4. Average Precipitation (Rainfall)

Write a claim that answers the question you chose.

The northwest part of the United States has the most rainfall.

Give evidence to support your claim. What do you observe on the maps that helps you

answer the question?

Evidence #1:

The map key shows a blue area in the northwest region of the United States, indicating the highest rainfall.

Evidence #2:

The map key also shows a dark green area in the northwest region of the United States, indicating the second

highest rainfall.

Part 2

Directions: Use your responses from Part 1 to answer the Supporting Question:

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

Physical maps tell us important information about geography, like how much it rains in different areas of the

country.

Lesson 6: Formative Assessment

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Political Maps

What can maps tell us about human geography?

CONTENTS

Overview

Lesson 7

Human Geography

Lesson 8

Political Maps

Lesson 9

State Maps

Lesson 10

Indigenous Nations

Lesson 11

Putting It Together

Lesson 12

Formative Assessment

�\olnIk¯�¯N`EolIl¯`^¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯What can

maps tell us about human geography? /noGI^nl¯DIOQ^

nPI¯Q^joQkw¯Dw¯`DlIktQ^O¯nPI¯GQNNIkI^EIl¯DInuII^¯hPwlQE<\

]<hl¯<^G¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlµ¯0PIw¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on

h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯<^G¯P`u¯nPIw¯lP`u¯nPI¯u<wl¯\<^G¯Ql¯GQtQGIG

Q^n`¯E`o^nkQIl¶¯ln<nIl¶¯hk`tQ^EIl¶¯<^G¯^<nQ`^lµ¯/noGI^nl

Q^tIlnQO<nI¯l`okEIl¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯D`o^G<kQIl¯`^

h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlµ¯�`k¯<¯GIIhIk¯GQtI¯Q^n`¯nPI¯[Q^Gl¯`N

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`^¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¶¯lnoGI^nl¯EkI<nI¯nPIQk¯`u^

h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nIµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯Ivh\`kI¯nPI¯]I<^Q^O¯`N

nation Dw¯Iv<]Q^Q^O¯]<hl¯lP`uQ^O¯h`\QnQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N

nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^µ¯�Q^<\\w¶¯lnoGI^nl¯lw^nPIlQzI¯nPIQk

\I<k^Q^O¯Q^¯<¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯<^G¯nPI^¯EP``lI¯<¯]<h

n`¯olI¯N`k¯ItQGI^EI¯Q^¯<^luIkQ^O¯nPI¯lohh`knQ^O¯joIlnQ`^µ

Learning Objectives

By the end of this cluster, students should be able to…

�l[¯<^G¯hkQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯E`^nkQDonI¯n`

Q^joQkwµ

1^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯h`\QnQE<\¯D`o^G<kQIl¯lP`u^¯`^

]<hlµ

1lI¯G`]<Q^ÆlhIEQ{E¯t`E<Do\<kw¯uPI^¯GQlEollQ^O

h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlµ

�kI<nI¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯olQ^O¯<hhk`hkQ<nI

]<h¯NI<nokIlµ

1lI¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯n`¯GInIk]Q^I¯nPI

u<wl¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯O`tIk^l¯QnlI\Nµ

�Q^G¯ItQGI^EI¯`^¯<¯]<h¯n`¯lohh`kn¯<¯E\<Q]¯N`k¯uP<n

nP<n¯]<h¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯hI`h\Iµ

�`^lnkoEn¯l`EQ<\¯lnoGQIl¯<kOo]I^nl¯nP<n¯lI\IEn

kI\It<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯n`¯lohh`kn¯E\<Q]l¯uQnP

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯]o\nQh\I¯l`okEIl¯Ê7�
�¯��
Æ//µ�Æ

�µ�kOoIµ�vhkIllQtIË
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Vocabulary

TIER 2 TIER 3

nation human geography

province

state

territory

political map

Cluster Focus Standards

Practice Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

PS 2: Generate open and closed questions relevant to multiple aspects of a

topic.

7, 11-12

PS 4: Identify the purpose of a source using information about the source type,

maker, intended audience, date, place of origin, and/or an analysis of key details.

9, 12

PS 6: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular

points in a source.

11

PS 6: In response to an inquiry question, develop a plausible claim based on

evidence found in a source.

8, 10, 12

Content Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

4.T1.2: On a political map of North America, locate Canada and its provinces,

Mexico and its states, the nations of the Caribbean, and the United States of

America and its states; explain the meaning of the terms continent, country,

nation, county, state, province, and city.

7-12
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4.T4b.5:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯`k¯ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶

E`^lnkoEn¯<¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPI<ln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶

lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯]<h¯[Iwµ

�

4.T4c.4:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯PQln`kQE<\¯l`okEIl¶¯`k

^<nQ`^<\¯`k¯ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶¯E`^lnkoEn¯<¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯ QGuIln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n

hk`tQGIl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¶

^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯<^G¯Q^GolnkQIl¯loEP¯<l¯<OkQEo\nokI¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶

lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯]<h¯[Iwµ

�

4.T4d.5:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯PQln`kQE<\¯l`okEIl¶¯`k

ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶¯E`^lnkoEn¯<¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯/`onPuIln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¶¯E\Q]<nI¶

lInn\I]I^nl¯<^G¯]`tI]I^nl¯`N¯!<nQtI¯+I`h\Il¯ÊQ^E\oGQ^O¯EokkI^n¯kIlIkt<nQ`^

\<^GlË¶¯�ok`hI<^¯Ivh\`k<nQ`^¯<^G¯hQ`^IIk¯lInn\I]I^nl¯`N¯nPI¯��nPÆ��nP¯EI^nokQIl

<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶¯lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G¯]<h¯[Iwµ

�

4.T4e.5:¯1lQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯loEP¯<l¯hkQ^n¯<^G¯`^\Q^I¯<n\<lIl¶¯`k¯ln<nI¯uIDlQnIl¶

E`^lnkoEn¯<¯]<h¯`N¯<¯ln<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯7Iln¯kIOQ`^¯nP<n¯hk`tQGIl¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on

hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯u<nIku<wl¯<^G¯]`o^n<Q^lË¶¯Q]h`kn<^n¯\<^G]<k[l¶

^<nQ`^<\¯h<k[l¶¯<^G¯PQln`kQE¯lQnIl¯<^G¯nP<n¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯nQn\I¶¯lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¶¯<^G

]<h¯[Iwµ

�

Literacy Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

RI.4.7:¯�^nIkhkIn¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯hkIlI^nIG¯tQlo<\\w¶¯`k<\\w¶¯`k¯jo<^nQn<nQtI\w¯ÊIµOµ¶¯Q^

EP<knl¶¯Ok<hPl¶¯GQ<Ok<]l¶¯nQ]I\Q^Il¶¯<^Q]<nQ`^l¶¯`k¯Q^nIk<EnQtI¯I\I]I^nl¯`^

uIDh<OIlË¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E`^nkQDonIl¯n`¯<^¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N

nPI¯nIvn¯Q^¯uPQEP¯Qn¯<hhI<klµ

��¶¯��

SL.4.1:¯�^O<OI¯INNIEnQtI\w¯Q^¯<¯k<^OI¯`N¯E`\\<D`k<nQtI¯GQlEollQ`^l¯Ê`^IÆ`^Æ`^I¶¯Q^

Ok`ohl¶¯<^G¯nI<EPIkÆ\IGË¯uQnP¯GQtIklI¯h<kn^Ikl¯`^¯Ok<GI¯�¯n`hQEl¯<^G¯nIvnl¶

DoQ\GQ^O¯`^¯`nPIklÕ¯QGI<l¯<^G¯IvhkIllQ^O¯nPIQk¯`u^¯E\I<k\wµ

�¶¯��

W.4.2d:¯1lI¯hkIEQlI¯\<^Oo<OI¯<^G¯G`]<Q^ÆlhIEQ{E¯t`E<Do\<kw¯n`¯Q^N`k]¯<D`on

`k¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯n`hQEµ

�
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W.4.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant

information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize

information, and provide a list of sources.

9-10
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Cluster 2: Political Maps

Inquiry Chart (Teacher Version)

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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LESSON 7

Human Geography

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

#DlIktI¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯<^G¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l

<D`on¯uP<n¯Qn¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPwµ

�^O<OI¯Q^¯E`\\<D`k<nQtI¯joIlnQ`^Q^O¯uQnP

hIIkl¶¯olQ^O¯who¶¯what¶¯where¶¯when¶¯<^G

why n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl

<^G¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

0PQl¯\Ill`^¯\<o^EPIl¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

What can maps tell us about human geography?¯Dw

I^O<OQ^O¯uQnP¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯;``]Q^O¯Q^

`^¯lhIEQ{E¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯lnQ]o\<nIl¯EokQ`lQnw¯<^G

hk`]hnl¯joIlnQ`^Q^Oµ¯0PI¯�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯k`onQ^I

N`\\`ul¯nPI¯lnIhl¯`N¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^¯�`k]o\<nQ`^¯0IEP^QjoI¯n`

OI^Ik<nI¶¯E\<llQNw¶¯<^G¯hkQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯0PI¯hkQ`kQnw

joIlnQ`^l¯<kI¯nPI^¯<GGIG¯n`¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPI

E\olnIk¯Q^joQkwµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯/�µ�µ�

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 7 Slide Deck

Cluster 2 Inquiry Chart

VOCABULARY

Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

h`\QnQE<\¯]<h

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time


oQ\G¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\ �

�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^ ��

�^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯N`k¯�\olnIk¯� �
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Observe Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports students with making close

observations of a detailed map.

Question Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports the generation of questions

during the Question Formulation Technique.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Curate and provide relevant observation and question stems from the LLBs. If possible,

work as the scribe for a small group while they generate questions. Allow students to use

sentence fragments. During discussions of prioritizing questions, provide the stem: 0PQl

joIlnQ`^¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯DIE<olI¹

Look Fors: Oral responses should use the structures provided in the Question LLB and

include simple elaboration of ideas (e.g., familiar adjectives).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Encourage students to choose relevant observation and question stems from the LLBs as

they notice details and generate questions. Guide the prioritization discussion to

encourage students to explain why a question is important.

Look Fors: Oral responses should include simple sentences using the chosen question

stems, with some elaboration of ideas (e.g., new or multiple adjectives, clauses).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students may choose to use the LLBs when making observations and generating

questions. Students should explain why a question would be a priority to post on the

Inquiry Chart.

Look Fors: Oral responses should use detailed and compound sentences that use more

complex grammatical structures (e.g., linking words or phrases, combined clauses).

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Use the template Cluster 2 Inquiry Chart to create an Inquiry Chart for Cluster 2 on chart paper.

Plan to complete the “What did we do?” column prior to the “Putting it Together” lesson, using

guidance from the Cluster 2 Inquiry Chart (Teacher Version).

Students will need individual or partnered access to electronic devices.

Reacquaint yourself with the Question Formulation Technique (QFT), created by the Right

Question Institute (RQI). Visit What is the QFT? for more information and free resources.
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Build the Word Wall (5 minutes)

Slide 2: �^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯Po]<^ OI`Ok<hPw

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯/`EQ<\¯lEQI^nQlnl¯uP`¯lnoGw

Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`DlIktI¯<^G¯nPQ^[¯<D`on¯nPI¯u<wl

hI`h\I¯olI¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\¯I^tQk`^]I^n¯n`

]IIn¯nPIQk¯^IIGlµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯nPI¯lnoGw

`N¯P`u¯Po]<^l¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^n

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Slide 3:¯�^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯+`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯lP`u¯ol¯P`u

hI`h\I¯P<tI¯Q^nIk<EnIG¯uQnP¯nPI¯\<^Gµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯<¯]<h

nP<n¯lP`ul¯Po]<^ÆEkI<nIG¯D`o^G<kQIl¯\Q[I¯E`o^nkQIl¶

ln<nIl¶¯<^G¯EQnQIlµ

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Launching the Question (20 minutes)

SPARK CURIOSITY

Slide 4: �^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯/<w·

0`G<w¯uI¯uQ\\¯OI^Ik<nI¯]`kI¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯OoQGI¯`ok¯Q^joQkw

<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯0PQl¯nQ]I¶¯uI¯uQ\\

N`Eol¯`^¯joIlnQ`^l¯<D`on¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯olI¯]<hl¯n`¯lP`u

D`o^G<kQIl¯<^G¯`nPIk¯Po]<^ÆEkI<nIG¯NI<nokIlµ
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�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯lIn¯oh¯nPIQk¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEIl¯<n¯nPIQk¯GIl[lµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯\Q^[¯n`¯nPI¯political map of North Americaµ

#hI^¯nPI¯\Q^[¯w`oklI\N¯<^G¯lP`u¯lnoGI^nl¯P`u¯n`¯z``]¯Q^¯`^

<^¯<kI<¯`N¯Q^nIkIlnµ¯�l[·¯What do you notice about this map?

�l[¯lP`o\GIk¯h<kn^Ikl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^lµ

#DlIkt<nQ`^l¯]<w¯Q^E\oGI·

LEARN MORE

/II¯Launching the

Question¯Q^¯nPI¯�okkQEo\o]

�oQGID``[¯N`k¯NoknPIk

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`^¯nPQl¯k`onQ^Iµ

/`]I¯`N¯nPI¯\<^GN`k]l¯<^G¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk¯nP<n¯uI

\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�¯<kI¯\<DI\IG¯`^¯nPQl¯]<hµ

0PI¯E`o^nkQIl¯<kI¯lP`u^¯Q^¯GQNNIkI^n¯E`\`klµ

/n<nIl¯<^G¯hk`tQ^EIl¯<kI¯`on\Q^IGµ

/`]I¯`N¯nPI¯\<kOIk¯\<[Il¯<kI¯tIkw¯G<k[¯D\oIµ

 <Y`k¯k`<Gl¯<kI¯lP`u^¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ

�NnIk¯h<kn^Ikl¯lP<kI¶¯<l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯^`nQEQ^Ol

uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ¯7PI^¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯nPI¯l<]I¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¶

nPIw¯E<^¯kIlh`^G¯uQnP¯nPI¯�/�¯lQO^¯N`k¯Òme tooµÓ

INTRODUCE THE SUPPORTING QUESTION AND ELICIT

INITIAL THINKING

Slide 5: �^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

What can maps tell us about human geography?

/noGI^nl¯uQ\\¯Q^tIlnQO<nI¯nPQl¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯�\olnIk¯�µ¯/P<kI¯nP<n

nPI¯{kln¯lnIh¯uQ\\¯DI¯n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPIQk¯Q^joQkwµ

Slide 6: .ItQIu¯nPI¯lnIhl¯N`k¯�<o^EPQ^O¯nPI¯-oIlnQ`^·

�I^Ik<nI¯joIlnQ`^l¶¯�\<llQNw¯joIlnQ`^l¶¯+kQ`kQnQzI¯joIlnQ`^lµ


QlnkQDonI¯<¯hQIEI¯`N¯EP<kn¯h<hIk¶¯<¯]<k[Ik¶¯<^G¯nPkII¯lnQE[w

^`nIl¯n`¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯`N¯lnoGI^nlµ

�l[¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯n`¯EP``lI¯<¯lEkQDI¯Ê<¯Ok`oh¯]I]DIk¯uP`¯E<^

ukQnI¯joQE[\w¯<^G¯E\I<k\wËµ

Slide 7: 0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯0PI¯N`Eol¯N`k

nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^l¯Ql¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯nok^IG¯Q^n`¯<

ln<nI]I^n·¯Maps can tell us about human geography.

�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯\``[¯<n¯nPI¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`^¯nPIQk

GItQEI¯N`k¯QGI<l¯uPQ\I¯<l[Q^O¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^lµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯olQ^O¯nPI¯Observe

Language and Literacy

Builder (3-5)¯n`¯lohh`kn

nPI]¯uQnP¯]<[Q^O

`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯]<hµ
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Slide 8: .ItQIu¯nPI¯ko\Il¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯N`k¯OI^Ik<nQ^O

joIlnQ`^l·

�l[¯<l¯]<^w¯joIlnQ`^l¯<l¯w`o¯E<^¯<D`on¯nPI

ln<nI]I^nµ

!o]DIk¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^µ


`^Õn¯GQlEoll¶¯<^luIk¶¯`k¯YoGOI¯<^w¯joIlnQ`^µ

7kQnI¯G`u^¯ItIkw¯joIlnQ`^¯Iv<En\w¯<l¯ln<nIGµ

�P<^OI¯<^w¯ln<nI]I^nl¯n`¯joIlnQ`^lµ

�\\`u¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯]Q^onIlµ¯/`]I

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯<l[¯Q^E\oGI·

7Pw¯Ql¯�\<l[<¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯Q^lnI<G¯`N

�<^<G<¼

�kI¯nPI¯Ql\<^Gl¯Q^¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯h<kn¯`N¯ IvQE`¼

�kI¯nPIkI¯ln<nIl¯Q^¯ IvQE`¼

�kI¯nPIkI¯ln<nIl¯Q^¯�<^<G<¼

�l¯<¯hk`tQ^EI¯nPI¯l<]I¯nPQ^O¯<l¯<¯ln<nI¼

�l¯�kII^\<^G¯<¯E`o^nkw¼¯Ê7Pw¯G`Il¯Qn¯l<w¯
�¼Ë

�l¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯h<kn¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

Slide 9: �vh\<Q^¯nPI¯GQNNIkI^EI¯DInuII^¯`hI^¯<^G¯E\`lIG

joIlnQ`^lµ

#hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯^IIG¯<^¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^µ¯0PIw¯E<^Õn¯DI

<^luIkIG¯uQnP¯<¯wIl¶¯<¯^`¶¯`k¯<¯`^IÆu`kG¯<^luIkµ

�\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯DI¯<^luIkIG¯uQnP¯<¯lQ]h\I¯N<En¶

<¯wIl¶¯<¯^`¶¯`k¯<¯`^IÆu`kG¯<^luIkµ

�l[·¯7P<n¯<kI¯nPI¯DI^I{nl¯`N¯I<EP¯[Q^G¯`N¯joIlnQ`^¼

#hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯lh<k[¯GQlEollQ`^lµ

#hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯kI\<nI¯n`¯DQO¯QGI<lµ

�\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯E<^¯PI\h¯uQnP¯{^GQ^O¯N<Enl¯<^G

lohh`knQ^O¯GIn<Q\lµ

Slide 10: .I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯E\<llQNw¯nPI

joIlnQ`^l¯<l¯E\`lIG¯ÊDw¯]<k[Q^O¯uQnP¯<¯�Ë¯`k¯`hI^¯ÊDw

]<k[Q^O¯uQnP¯<^¯#Ëµ

�\\`u¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E\<llQNw¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯]Q^onIlµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯olQ^O¯nPI¯Question

Language and Literacy

Builder (3-5)¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPI

OI^Ik<nQ`^¯`N¯joIlnQ`^l

GokQ^O¯nPI¯k`onQ^Iµ
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Slide 11: Review the rules on the slide for prioritizing

questions:

Identify your group’s top three open questions.

Copy each Top Three question onto its own sticky note.

As a group, discuss and decide why you chose each

question.

Pick a spokesperson to explain your questions to the

class.

Allow students to prioritize questions for 4 minutes.

LEARN MORE

Investigating History’s

Launching the Question

routine is adapted from the

Question Formulation

Technique (QFT) created by

the Right Question Institute

(RQI). You can visit their

website for more

information about their

work.

Introduce the Inquiry Chart for Cluster 2 (5

minutes)

DEVELOP THE INQUIRY CHART

Slide 12: Ask the spokesperson from each group to come to

the Inquiry Chart and read their questions out loud as they

post them on the top row, under the Supporting Question.

If any questions from the Unit 1 Know and Wonder Chart

are about physical geography, move them into the Inquiry

Chart as well.

PREVIEW THE LEARNING AHEAD

Share with students that in this cluster, they will use a variety

of political maps to explore human geography. The

Supporting Question and priority questions will guide their

learning.
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LESSON 8

Political Maps

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

�`E<nI¯D`o^G<kQIl¯`N¯[Iw¯OI`Ok<hPQE<\

NI<nokIl¯`N¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlµ

1lI¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kGl¯continent¶

country¶¯state¶¯province¶¯territory¶¯<^G

country GokQ^O¯E\<ll¯GQlEollQ`^¯n`

GI]`^lnk<nI¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPIQk

]I<^Q^Oµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

0PI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPQl¯\Ill`^¯Ql¯n`¯Q^nk`GoEI¯<^G¯Ivh\`kI¯nPI

D`o^G<kQIl¯`^¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlµ¯0PI¯\Ill`^¯DIOQ^l¯Dw¯E\<kQNwQ^O

nPI¯GQNNIkI^EI¯DInuII^¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¯<^G¯<¯E`o^nkw·¯`^I¯Ql¯<^

I\I]I^n¯`N¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G¯nPI¯`nPIk¯Ql¯<^¯I\I]I^n

`N¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ¯/noGI^nl¯I^O<OI¯Q^¯<^¯<EnQtQnw¯uPIkI

nPIw¯GI]`^lnk<nI¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯continent¶¯country¶¯state¶

province¶¯<^G¯territory Dw¯QGI^nQNwQ^O¯<kI<l¯`^¯<¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP

�]IkQE<µ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯QGI^nQNw¯nPIQk¯n`u^ÂEQnw¯<^G¯nPIQk¯E`o^nw

`^¯<¯]<h¯`N¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ¯0PQl¯[^`u\IGOI¯DoQ\Gl¯G`]<Q^Æ

lhIEQ{E¯t`E<Do\<kw¯nP<n¯uQ\\¯DI¯^IIGIG¯Q^¯NonokI¯\Ill`^l¯Q^

nPQl¯E\olnIkµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯7µ�µ�G

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 8 Slide Deck

North American Political

Boundaries

Massachusetts County

Map

North American Political

Boundaries (Teacher

Version)

Unit 1 Word Wall Cards

Blank Word Wall Cards

VOCABULARY

hk`tQ^EI

nIkkQn`kw

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time


oQ\G¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\ ��

�<DI\¯
`o^G<kQIl¯`^¯+`\QnQE<\¯ <hl ��

�`^^IEn¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^ �
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Blank Word Wall Cards·¯/ohh`knl¯t`E<Do\<kw¯GItI\`h]I^n¯Dw¯hk`tQGQ^O¯nk<^l\<nIG¯u`kGl

<^G¯GI{^QnQ`^lµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·


oQ\G¯oh`^¯lnoGI^nlÕ¯nk<^l\<^Oo<OQ^O¯l[Q\\l¯Dw¯EkI<nQ^O¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯7`kG¯7<\\¯6`E<Do\<kw

�<kGl¯Q^¯<\\¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIlµ¯/ohh`kn¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯lnoGI^nl¯Dw¯hkItQIuQ^O¯nPI¯E<kGl¯Q^

D`nP¯�^O\QlP¯<^G¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIl¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯\Ill`^µ¯�\\`u¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯olI

t`E<Do\<kw¯Q^¯IQnPIk¯\<^Oo<OI¯o^nQ\¯nPIw¯E<^¯E`^{GI^n\w¯olI¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯u`kGl¯Q^¯E`^nIvnµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯]<w¯olI¯IQnPIk¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OI¯`k¯�^O\QlP¯uPI^¯kINIkkQ^O¯n`¯[Iw

t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kGlµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�kI<nI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯6`E<Do\<kw¯�<kGl¯Q^¯<\\¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIl¯<l¯<¯kIl`okEI¯N`k¯lnoGI^nlµ

�^E`ok<OI¯olI¯`N¯nPI¯nk<^l\<nIG¯E<kGl¯n`¯DoQ\G¯E`^{GI^n¯olI¯`N¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯u`kGl¯<^G

GI{^QnQ`^lµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯olI¯�^O\QlP¯uPI^¯kINIkkQ^O¯n`¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kwµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

0k<^l\<nIG¯7`kG¯7<\\¯6`E<Do\<kw¯�<kGl¯]<w¯lnQ\\¯DI¯PI\hNo\¯Don¯lnoGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯DI¯<D\I¯n`

kI\w¯`^¯nPI¯t`E<D¯k`onQ^I¯<^G¯tQlo<\¯EoIl¯hk`tQGIG¯uQnP¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯u`kGl¯<^G¯GI{^QnQ`^l

n`¯olI¯nPI¯nIk]l¯E`kkIEn\w¯Q^¯E`^nIvnµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯olI¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯E`kkIEn\w¯Q^¯E`^nIvnµ

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

+kIh<kI¯<^¯<kI<¯`N¯nPI¯E\<llk``]¯N`k¯nPI¯1^Qn¯�¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

+kQ^n¯Ê<^G¯\<]Q^<nI¯QN¯h`llQD\IË¯nPI¯Unit 1 Word Wall Cards¯nP<n¯uQ\\¯DI¯olIG¯nPk`oOP`on¯nPQl¯o^Qnµ

Blank Word Wall Cards¯N`k¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯<kI¯<\l`¯<t<Q\<D\Iµ¯
QkIEnQ`^l¯N`k¯EkI<nQ^O

nk<^l\<^Oo<OQ^O¯7`kG¯7<\\¯E<kGl¯Q^¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIÊlË¯`nPIk¯nP<^¯�^O\QlP¯<kI¯Q^E\oGIG¯Q^¯nPQl

G`Eo]I^nµ

�<tI¯D\oI¶¯kIG¶¯OkII^¶¯<^G¯hokh\I¯hI^EQ\l¯`k¯Ek<w`^l¯<t<Q\<D\I¯N`k¯lnoGI^nlµ
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Build the Word Wall (10 minutes)

Slide 2: �<EQ\Qn<nI¯<¯0ok^¯<^G¯0<\[¯n`¯GQlnQ^OoQlP¯DInuII^

E`^nQ^I^nl¯<^G¯E`o^nkQIlµ¯�l[·¯7P<n¯Ql¯nPI¯[Iw¯GQNNIkI^EI

DInuII^¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¯<^G¯<¯E`o^nkw¼

�NnIk¯h<Qkl¯GQlEoll¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¶¯Q^tQnI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯kIlh`^Gµ

7kQnI¯nPIQk¯kIlh`^lIl¯`^¯nPI¯D`<kG¯`k¯`^¯EP<kn¯h<hIkµ

0`¯PQOP\QOPn¯nPI¯GQNNIkI^EIl¶¯<l[·


`Il¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¯^IIG¯hI`h\I¯n`¯DI¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¼


`Il¯<¯E`o^nkw¯^IIG¯hI`h\I¯n`¯DI¯<¯E`o^nkw¼

Slides 3–4: �\<kQNw¯nP<n¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¯Ql¯<^¯I\I]I^n¯`N¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPwµ¯�¯E`o^nkw¯Ql¯<^¯I\I]I^n¯`N¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

Slide 5: �^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯nIkkQn`kwµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯nIkkQn`kw

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯+oIkn`¯.QE`¯Ql¯<¯nIkkQn`kw¯`N

nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¶¯<^G¯Qnl¯kIlQGI^nl¯<kI¯1µ/µ¯EQnQzI^lµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯<^¯<kI<¯`N

\<^G¯olIG¶¯`u^IG¶¯`k¯O`tIk^IG¯Dw¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯Ok`ohµ

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

CULTURAL

COMPETENCE

Preview that there was a

time in history when

powerful countries took

over territory of weaker

nations, leading to the

territories we see today

(Unit 3). Denmark colonized

Greenland in 1775. In 2009,

Greenland was allowed to

become a self-governing

nation within the Kingdom

of Denmark.

Slide 6: �^nk`GoEI¯<^`nPIk¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯hk`tQ^EIµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯hk`tQ^EI

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯/`]I¯E`o^nkQIl¶¯loEP¯<l¯nPI

1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯<^G¯ IvQE`¶¯<kI¯GQtQGIG¯Q^n`¯ln<nIlµ

 <^w¯`nPIk¯E`o^nkQIl¶¯loEP¯<l¯�<^<G<¶¯<kI¯GQtQGIG

Q^n`¯hk`tQ^EIlµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯<¯lI\NÆ

O`tIk^Q^O¯GQtQlQ`^¯`N¯<¯E`o^nkw

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

Students can use the

translated vocab cards

created with the Blank

Word Wall Cards during the

Build the Word Wall routine

to support comprehension.
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�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Label Boundaries on Political Maps (15

minutes)

Slide 7: 
QlnkQDonI¯nPI¯North American Political Boundaries

P<^G`on¯n`¯I<EP¯lnoGI^nµ¯�^lokI¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯<EEIll

n`¯D\oI¶¯kIG¶¯OkII^¶¯<^G¯hokh\I¯hI^EQ\lµ

.ItQIu¯nPI¯GQkIEnQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u¯n`

QGI^nQNw¯D`o^G<kQIl¯olQ^O¯GQNNIkI^n¯E`\`klµ0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n

nPIlI¯D`o^G<kQIl¯<kI¯nPI¯\Q^Il¯w`o¯lII¯`^¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯nP<n

GQtQGI¯E`o^nkQIl¶¯ln<nIl¶¯<^G¯EQnQIl¶

�\\`u¯�¯]Q^onIl¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯]<hlµ

�QkEo\<nI¯n`¯E\<kQNw¯GQkIEnQ`^lµ¯/noGI^nl¯uQ\\¯^`n¯^IIG¯n`¯EkI<nI

<¯\IOI^G¯DIE<olI¯nPI¯E`\`kl¯<kI¯GI{^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯GQkIEnQ`^lµ


\oI·¯0k<EI¯nPI¯`on\Q^I¯`N¯nPI¯E`^nQ^I^n¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPQl¯]<h¯PQOP\QOPnl¯Q^¯wI\\`u¯nPI¯nPkII

\<kOIln¯E`o^nkQIl¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<·¯�<^<G<¶¯nPI¯1^QnIG

/n<nIl¶¯<^G¯ IvQE`µ

+`Q^n¯`on¯�kII^\<^G¯n`¯nPI¯^`knP¶¯<^G¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<

n`¯nPI¯l`onPµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯<\l`¯h<kn¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

�kII^\<^G¯Ql¯<¯nIkkQn`kw¯`N¯
I^]<k[¸¯<^G¯nPI¯E`o^nkQIl

`N¯�I^nk<\¯�]IkQE<¯N`k]¯<¯kIOQ`^¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

+`Q^n¯`on¯nPI¯uPQnI¯<kI<¯Yoln¯DIw`^G¯�\<l[<µ¯�vh\<Q^

nP<n¯nP<n¯<kI<¯DI\`^Ol¯n`¯.ollQ<¯<^G¯Ql¯^`n¯h<kn¯`N

!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

.IG·¯�`\`k¯Q^¯`^I¯ln<nI¯`k¯hk`tQ^EI¯Q^¯�<^<G<¶¯`^I¯Q^¯nPI

1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¶¯<^G¯`^I¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ

.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯�<^<G<¯Ql¯Dk`[I^¯oh¯Q^n`

l]<\\Ik¯hk`tQ^EIl¶¯uPQEP¯<kI¯\Q[I¯ln<nIl¯Don¯uQnP¯<

GQNNIkI^n¯lwlnI]¯`N¯O`tIk^]I^n¯<^G¯nP<n¯province u<l

<¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯uI¯<GGIG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯<n¯nPI

ln<kn¯`N¯nPI¯\Ill`^µ¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯P<tI

ln<nIlµ
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Green: Draw a line around the countries of the Caribbean.

Show the location of the islands in the Caribbean.

Make sure students understand that they are part of

North America.

Only one island is not its own country; Puerto Rico.

Purple: Shade the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico.

Remind students that a territory is land that belongs

to a country and this was a vocabulary word we added

to the Word Wall at the beginning of the lesson.

Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens. Puerto Rico is not a

state, although many Puerto Ricans would like to gain

that status.

We will learn much more about territories in Unit 4,

U.S. Expansion.

LEARN MORE

�`k¯E\<kQ{E<nQ`^¯`N¯nPI

GQNNIkI^EIl¯<]`^O¯country¶

nation¶¯<^G¯territory¶¯nPIlI

!<nQ`^<\¯�I`Ok<hPQE

kIl`okEIl¯hk`tQGI¯<^

`hh`kno^Qnw¯n`¯\I<k^¯]`kI

<D`on¯Nation¯<^G¯Territoryµ

CULTURAL COMPETENCE

+oIkn`¯.QE`¯DIE<]I¯<¯nIkkQn`kw¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯N`\\`uQ^O¯nPI¯/h<^QlPÆ�]IkQE<^¯7<k¯Q^¯����µ

+oIkn`¯.QE<^l¯<kI¯1µ/µ¯EQnQzI^l¶¯Don¯nPIw¯E<^Õn¯t`nI¯Q^¯hkIlQGI^nQ<\¯I\IEnQ`^l¯<^G¯P<tI¯^`¯t`nQ^O

kIhkIlI^n<nQ`^¯Q^¯�`^OkIllµ¯0PI¯Ql\<^G¯P<l¯<¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯uQnP¯`tIklQOPn¯Dw¯nPI¯NIGIk<\

O`tIk^]I^nµ¯/`]I¯+oIkn`¯.QE<^l¯u<^n¯+oIkn`¯.QE`¯n`¯DIE`]I¯<¯ln<nI¶¯<^G¯`nPIkl¯u<^n¯n`

]<Q^n<Q^¯nPI¯EokkI^n¯ln<nol¯<l¯<¯nIkkQn`kwµ¯0`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯nPQl¯QlloI¶¯lII¯Why Isn’t Puerto Rico

a State?¯Nk`]¯�Qln`kwµE`]µ

Slide 8: Give a Massachusetts County Map to each student.

Explain that states, counties, cities, and towns have their own

governments too. The areas controlled by those governments

also have political boundaries.

Identify where your school district is located on the map of

Massachusetts. Point it out to students and ask them to label

it on their map with a star. Remind students that they

learned about the government of their town or city in third

grade.

Encourage students to notice the boundaries of the area

surrounding the star they placed on the map. Ask: Who can

name the area surrounding our town or city?

Explain that that area is called a county. Ask students to

lightly shade the area of their county.

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Cluster 2: Political Maps

Lesson 8: Political Maps 

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

71

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/nation/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/territory/
https://www.history.com/articles/puerto-rico-statehood
https://www.history.com/articles/puerto-rico-statehood
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L8.SH%20-%20Massachusetts%20County%20Map.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Explain that a county has boundaries because each county

has its own government. Many towns and cities are included

in a county.

Connect to the Supporting Question (5

minutes)

Slide 9: Have students turn and talk about political

boundaries. Ask them to discuss the following questions with

their shoulder partner:

What is the smallest political boundary we discussed

today? (their town or city)

What is the largest political boundary we discussed

today? (a country; If students say a continent, remind

them that a continent is an area of land, not an area

controlled by a government.)

Slide 10: Connect to the Supporting Question. Ask:

What do political boundaries tell us about human

geography?

Guide the discussion as necessary to ensure that students

understand the following:

Political boundaries help us know where the area of

one government ends and another begins.

People can live within the boundaries of more than

one government at once.

Political boundaries show that people live in areas

controlled by many kinds of government: town/city,

county, state, country.

CULTURAL COMPETENCE


`o^G<kQIl¯`^¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯<kI¯<¯uIlnIk^QzIG¯E`^EIhnµ¯ <^w¯!<nQtI¯hI`h\Il¯DI\QItI¯nP<n¯`^I

]<w¯\QtI¯uQnP¯nPI¯\<^G¶¯Don¯G`Il¯^`n¯`u^¯nPI¯\<^Gµ¯0PIlI¯D`kGIkl¯Ê\Q^Il¯`^¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hlË

kIhkIlI^n¯<kI<l¯O`tIk^IG¯Dw¯GQNNIkI^n¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯G`¯^`n¯kI|IEn¯<^¯Q^GQOI^`ol

hIklhIEnQtIµ¯0`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¶¯lII¯Indigenous Cartographers Work to Decolonize Mapping of

Traditional Lands¯Ê#kIO`^¯/n<nI¯1^QtIklQnw¯!Iulk``]Ëµ
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North American Political Boundaries (Teacher Version)

Directions: Use each color to mark the areas on the map as described.

Blue — Trace the outline of the continent of North America.

Red — Color in one state or province in Canada, one in the United States,

and one in Mexico.

Green — Draw a line around the countries of the Caribbean.

Purple — Shade the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico.

North American Environmental Atlas. Image by the Commission for Environmental Cooperation.

Lesson 8: Political Maps

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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LESSON 9

State Maps

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ What can maps tell us about human geography?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Create a political state map with key map

features.

Engage in a collaborative discussion using

the words state and government to explain

to others the purpose of a political map.

LESSON OVERVIEW

In this lesson, students brainstorm important features that

should be included on a political map of a state. Each

student creates a map for one of four states then shares their

map in a group. (No northeastern states are included in this

lesson because the Northeast is studied extensively in third

grade.)

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 4, 4.T1.2, 4.T4b.5, 4.T4c.4, 4.T4d.5, 4.T4e.5, W.4.8

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 9 Slide Deck

Resource Set: Arizona

Student Slide Deck

Resource Set: Georgia

Student Slide Deck

Resource Set: Missouri

Student Slide Deck

Resource Set:

Washington Student

Slide Deck

Arizona State Map

Georgia State Map

Missouri State Map

Washington State Map

VOCABULARY

state

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Build Background Knowledge 10

Create and Share a State Map 20
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Build Background Knowledge (10 minutes)
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Create and Share a State Map (20 minutes)
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Emphasize that because they are creating political maps,

they will not include physical features of the land.

Ask: What should we include on a state map? Facilitate a

Turn and Talk to brainstorm ideas. (Possible responses:

political boundaries, roads, state universities, other features

created by a state government)

Slide 5: Explain that they will create maps for Arizona,

Georgia, Missouri and Washington. Point out the locations of

these states on the U.S. map, noting again that the states are

in four different areas of the country.

Organize the class into groups of 4 students. Assign states to

students so that each group is making maps for the four

states. Provide each student with the materials for their state:

Arizona: Arizona State Map and Resource Set: Arizona

Student Slide Deck

Georgia: Georgia State Map and Resource Set: Georgia

Student Slide Deck

Missouri: Missouri State Map and Resource Set:

Missouri Student Slide Deck

Washington: Washington State Map and Resource

Set: Washington Student Slide Deck

Slide 6: Point out to students that each blank map has a

compass rose. Provide any necessary support to students as

they add the cardinal and intermediate directions to their

compass roses.

Draw student attention to the directions at the top of the

second page. Using Massachusetts as a model, explain how

to interpret the information in their resource set to complete

the activity. Say:

Each of you will have a political map like this one. The

key on the left tells you the capital is marked with a

large dot and other large cities are marked with

medium dots. Draw a star on your blank map to show

where the capital is. Draw colored dots to show two

other large cities.

Interstate highways are shown using a shield symbol

with a number in it. Draw an interstate highway on

your map and label it with its number.
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LESSON 10

Indigenous Nations
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SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE
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LESSON OVERVIEW
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nationµ¯�NnIk¯\I<k^Q^O¯nPI¯GI{^QnQ`^¶¯lnoGI^nl¯Ivh\`kI¯P`u
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LESSON STANDARDS
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See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 10 Slide Deck

Navajo Nation Resources

Student Slide Deck

Navajo Nation

Navajo Nation (Teacher

Version)

VOCABULARY

^<nQ`^
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Navajo Nation (Sentence Starters)·¯/ohh`knl¯ukQnnI^¯kIlh`^lIl¯uQnP¯lI^nI^EI¯ln<knIkl¯N`k
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Build Background Knowledge (10 minutes)

Slide 2: �<EQ\Qn<nI¯<¯0ok^¯<^G¯0<\[¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯GQlEoll¯nPI

joIlnQ`^·¯7P<n¯Ql¯<¯^<nQ`^¼¯�l[¯N`k¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk

nPQ^[Q^Oµ

.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPIw¯hkItQ`ol\w¯\I<k^IG¯nPI¯u`kG

E`o^nkwµ¯�l[¯P`u¯nPIw¯nPQ^[¯^<nQ`^¯<^G¯E`o^nkw¯GQNNIkµ¯0PI

nIk]l¯<kI¯lQ]Q\<k¯Don¯P<tI¯l`]I¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GQNNIkI^EIlµ

!<nQ`^¯Q^t`\tIl¯nPI¯lP<kIG¯Eo\nok<\¯QGI^nQnw¯`N¯<¯Ok`oh

`N¯hI`h\Iµ

�`o^nkw¯<\l`¯Q^E\oGIl¯<¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯<kI<µ

LEARN MORE

Nationhood is a complex

concept, with socio-political

nuances. Learn more from

this National Geographic

encyclopedic entry: Nation.

Slide 3: �^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯^<nQ`^µ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯^<nQ`^

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯�¯^<nQ`^¯Ql¯<¯Ok`oh¯o^QnIG¯Dw

Eo\nokI¯<^G¯O`tIk^]I^nµ¯�¯E`o^nkw¯<\l`¯Q^E\oGIl

GI{^IG¯D`kGIklµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯<¯nIkkQn`kw¯uPIkI

hI`h\I¯uQnP¯<¯lP<kIG¯Eo\nokI¯<kI¯\IG¯Dw¯nPI¯l<]I

O`tIk^]I^n

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Slide 4:¯�\<kQNw¯nP<n¯^<nQ`^l¯E<^¯DI¯Q^lQGI¯`nPIk¯^<nQ`^lµ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPIkI¯<kI¯Q^GIhI^GI^n¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯`N

�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\I¯uQnPQ^¯nPI¯^<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¶

�<^<G<¶¯<^GẦ k¯ IvQE`µ¯0PIlI¯�^GQOI^`ol¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯<kI

^<nQ`^l¯DIE<olI¯nPIw¯O`tIk^¯nPI]lI\tIlµ

CULTURAL

COMPETENCE

For an Indigenous

perspective on appropriate

language to use when

discussing Indigenous

Nations, see this one-pager

from the Native Governance

Center: How to Talk About

Native Nations: A Guide.

CULTURAL COMPETENCE

Students may wonder why the land of the Hopi Nation is within the boundaries of the Navajo

Nation. The complicated story is important background information for answering students

accurately and appropriately. For more information, see An Historical Overview of the Navajo

Relocation from the Native Governance Center..
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Collect Evidence of a Nation (20 minutes)

Slide 5: �l[·¯How does a nation govern itself?

0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯GQlEoll¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯uQnP¯<¯lP`o\GIk¯h<kn^Ikµ
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Slide 7: �vh\<Q^¯nPI¯hk`EIll¯N`k¯E`\\IEnQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯lP`u

nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Ql¯<¯^<nQ`^µ

LEARN MORE
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uQGI\w¯olIG¶¯IlhIEQ<\\w¯Q^

`N{EQ<\¯E`^nIvnlµ


QlnkQDonI¯<¯E`hw¯`N¯Navajo Nation¯n`¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯<^G

hk`tQGI¯]<h¯kIl`okEIl¯N`k¯I<EP¯h<Qk¯ÊlII¯�Gt<^EI

+kIh<k<nQ`^Ëµ¯�vh\<Q^¯nPI¯lnIhl¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGIµ

�v<]Q^I¯I<EP¯]<h¯N`k¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`

!<nQ`^¯O`tIk^l¯QnlI\Nµ

.IE`kG¯w`ok¯ItQGI^EI¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯`^¯w`ok¯P<^G`onµ

Slide 8: +k`tQGI¯<^¯`hh`kno^Qnw¯N`k¯lP<kQ^O¯ItQGI^EIµ¯.IhI<n

nPI¯joIlnQ`^·¯What makes a nation?

�l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯I<EP¯lP<kI¯<¯hQIEI¯`N¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯lP`ul

nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯O`tIk^l¯QnlI\Nµ¯�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPIQk

ItQGI^EI¯lohh`knl¯nPI¯E\<Q]¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Ql¯<

^<nQ`^µ

+`Q^n¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯n`¯kI]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPI¯GI{^QnQ`^

`N¯nation¯Ql¯Ò<¯nIkkQn`kw¯uPIkI¯hI`h\I¯uQnP¯<¯lP<kIG¯Eo\nokI

<kI¯\IG¯Dw¯nPI¯l<]I¯O`tIk^]I^nµÓ

�`\\IEn¯nPI¯E`]h\InIG¯EP<knlµ¯1lI¯Navajo Nation (Teacher

Version)¯<l¯<¯OoQGI¯n`¯EPIE[¯lnoGI^n¯hk`OkIllµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

�`k¯lnoGI^nl¯uP`¯u`o\G

DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯lE<NN`\GQ^O¯n`

lohh`kn¯nPIQk¯nPQ^[Q^O¶¯olI

Navajo Nation (Sentence

Starters)µ

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Cluster 2: Political Maps

Lesson 10: Indigenous Nations 

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

82

https://dinelanduse.org/
https://dinelanduse.org/
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L10.SH%20-%20Navajo%20Nation.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L10.AK%20-%20Navajo%20Nation%20%28Teacher%20Version%29%20%28Answer%20Key%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L10.AK%20-%20Navajo%20Nation%20%28Teacher%20Version%29%20%28Answer%20Key%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L10.SSH%20-%20Navajo%20Nation%20%28Sentence%20Starters%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L10.SSH%20-%20Navajo%20Nation%20%28Sentence%20Starters%29.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Navajo Nation (Teacher Version)

What Makes the Navajo Community a Nation?

Directions:

.I]I]DIk¯nPI¯u<wl¯nP<n¯<¯^<nQ`^¯O`tIk^l¯QnlI\N·

�\IEnl¯Qnl¯`u^¯\I<GIkl

�kI<nIl¯Qnl¯`u^¯\<ul

�<l¯E`oknl¯uPIkI¯\<ul¯<kI¯I^N`kEIG

+k`tQGIl¯lIktQEIl¯\Q[I¯h`\QEI¯<^G¯{kI{OPnIkl

 <Q^n<Q^l¯k`<Gl

�GoE<nIl¯Qnl¯EPQ\GkI^

�v<]Q^I¯nPI¯]<hl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯uQnP¯w`ok¯h<kn^Ikµ¯.IE`kG¯nPI

hokh`lI¯`N¯I<EP¯]<h¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯`^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯h<OIµ

1lI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯E`]h\InIG¯EP<kn¯<l¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^·

What makes the Navajo community a nation?

+`llQD\I¯kIlh`^lI·¯0PI¯!<t<Y`¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Ql¯<¯^<nQ`^¯DIE<olI¯nPIkI¯Ql¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯Qn¯O`tIk^l¯QnlI\Nµ¯�`k¯Iv<]h\I¶

nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯P<l¯Qnl¯`u^¯<kI<¯`N¯\<^G¶¯k`<Gl¯<^G¯EQnQIl¶¯lwlnI]¯`N¯O`tIk^]I^n¶¯h`\QEI¯<^G¯{kI¶¯lwlnI]l¯`N

YolnQEI¶¯<^G¯IGoE<nQ`^µ

Lesson 10: Indigenous Nations

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Map

Number

Purpose and Evidence

1

Purpose: 0PI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPQl¯]<h¯Ql¯n`¯lP`u¯nPI¯nIkkQn`kw¯`N¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^µ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PQl¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯Ql¯\`E<nIG¯uQnPQ^¯nPI¯ln<nIl¯`N¯1n<P¶¯�`\`k<G`¶¯!Iu

 IvQE`¶¯<^G¯�kQz`^<µ¯0PQl¯Ql¯ItQGI^EI¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯Ql¯<¯GI{^IG¯<kI<µ

2

Purpose: 0PI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPQl¯]<h¯Ql¯n`¯lP`u¯GQlnkQEnl¯`N¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯�`o^EQ\lµ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PI¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯��¯GQlnkQEnl¯<kI¯kIhkIlI^nIG¯Dw¯<¯O`tIk^]I^n¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^

�`o^EQ\µ¯0PI¯kIhkIlI^n<nQtIl¯PI\h¯ukQnI¯nPI¯\<ul¯N`k¯nPI¯^<nQ`^µ

3

Purpose: 0PQl¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nPI¯lEP``\l¯Q^¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^µ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PI¯nkQD<\\w¯E`^nk`\\IG¯lEP``\l¯lP`u¯°nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯IGoE<nIl¯Qnl¯EPQ\GkI^µ

4

Purpose: 0PQl¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nPI¯YoGQEQ<\¯GQlnkQEn¯D`o^G<kQIl¯Q^¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^µ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯P<l¯<¯lwlnI]¯N`k¯GIEQGQ^O¯QN¯<¯EkQ]I¯Ql¯E`]]QnnIG¯<^G¯uP<n¯n`¯G`¯<D`on¯Qnµ

5

Purpose: 0PQl¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯lP`ul¯NI<nokIl¯uI¯l<u¯Q^¯nPI¯ln<nI¯]<hl·¯PQOPu<wl¯<^G¯k`<Gl¶

k<Q\¯\Q^Il¶¯<¯E<hQn<\¯EQnw¶¯<^G¯`nPIk¯EQnQIl¯<l¯uI\\µ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PQl¯lP`ul¯ItQGI^EI¯`N¯<¯O`tIk^]I^n¯hk`tQGQ^O¯N`k¯nPI¯^IIGl¯`N¯Qnl¯EQnQzI^lµ

6

Purpose: 0PQl¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nPI¯h`\QEI¯GQlnkQEnl¯uQnPQ^¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^µ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PQl¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯I^N`kEIl¯Qnl¯\<ul¯uQnP¯Qnl¯`u^¯h`\QEI¯N`kEIµ

7

Purpose: 0PQl¯]<h¯lP`ul¯nPI¯{kI¯ln<nQ`^l¯]<^<OIG¯Dw¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^
Ih<kn]I^n¯`N¯�QkI¯Ý

.IlEoI¯/IktQEIlµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯Q^¯{tI¯<kI<l¯E<\\IG¯<OI^EQIlµ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PQl¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯hk`nIEnl¯Qnl¯EQnQzI^l¯Nk`]¯{kIµ

8

Purpose: 0PQl¯]<h¯lP`ul¯E<]hol¯\`E<nQ`^l¯N`k¯
Q^J¯�`\\IOIµ

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

0PQl¯lP`ul¯nP<n¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯IGoE<nIl¯Qnl¯EQnQzI^l¯<NnIk¯PQOP¯lEP``\µ

Lesson 10: Indigenous Nations

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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LESSON 11

Putting It Together

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ What can maps tell us about human geography?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Prioritize questions and discuss evidence

showing what maps can tell us about

human geography.

Engage in collaborative discussions to

develop an evidence-based response to the

cluster inquiry question about what maps

can tell us about human geography.

LESSON OVERVIEW

In this Putting it Together lesson, students collaborate to

synthesize their learning from Cluster 2. They begin by

prioritizing questions they asked during the cluster launch to

identify those that best contribute to the inquiry process.

They look for questions that get to the heart of what maps

can tell us about human geography and that stimulate

thinking about big ideas. Then students complete the Inquiry

Chart with what they learned from each lesson. Finally, they

use the Discussion Diamond routine to answer the

Supporting Question: What can maps tell us about human

geography? Answers are shared with the class and recorded

on a slide to be displayed during the upcoming Formative

Assessment.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 2, PS 6, 4.T1.2, SL.4.1

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 11 Slide Deck

Discussion Diamond

Cluster 2 Inquiry Chart

Cluster 2 Inquiry Chart

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Review the Inquiry Chart 10

Putting It Together 20
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Talk Moves Language and Literacy Builder·¯/ohh`knl¯N`k]<nQ`^¯`N¯\QlnI^Q^O¯<^G¯lhI<[Q^O

]`tIl¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^Gµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�`k¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯<EnQtQnw¶¯E`^lQGIk¯Ok`ohQ^O¯lnoGI^nl¯`N¯lQ]Q\<k¯�^O\QlP

\<^Oo<OI¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯n`¯<t`QG¯<¯lQno<nQ`^¯uPIkI¯<^¯�^O\QlP¯\I<k^Ik¯P<l¯n`¯u`k[¯uQnP¯<^

�^O\QlP¯lhI<[Ik¯uQnP¯]`kI¯E`]h\Iv¯`k¯k<hQG¯lhIIEPµ¯/I\IEn¯`^I¯lnI]¯Nk`]¯nPI¯��
¯n`

lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯IvhkIllQ^O¯<^¯QGI<¯<^G¯`^I¯lnI]¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPI]¯uQnP¯\QlnI^Q^Oµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯]<w¯olI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<O]I^nl¯`k¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIl¯n`¯IvhkIll¯nPIQk

QGI<l¯<^G¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯`nPIklµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·


IN`kI¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯<EnQtQnw¶¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯EP``lI¯nu`¯lnI]l¯`^¯nPI¯��
¯n`

lohh`kn¯nPI]¯uQnP¯IvhkIllQ^O¯<^¯QGI<¯<^G¯nu`¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPI]¯uQnP¯DoQ\GQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯QGI<l

`N¯`nPIklµ¯.IjoIln¯nP<n¯`nPIk¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯l]<\\¯Ok`oh¯<\l`¯olI¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯lnI]l¯N`k

E`^lQlnI^Ewµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯]<w¯olI¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIl¯n`¯IvhkIll¯nPIQk¯QGI<l¯<^G¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP

`nPIklµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

+k`tQGI¯nPI¯��
¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯<EnQtQnw¯<^G¯<l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯EP``lI

lI^nI^EI¯lnI]l¯nP<n¯nPIw¯nPQ^[¯uQ\\¯PI\h¯nPI]¯IvhkIll¯nPIQk¯QGI<l¯<^G¯DoQ\G¯`^n`¯nPI¯QGI<l

`N¯`nPIklµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯]<w¯olI¯E`]h\Iv¯<^G¯E`]h`o^G¯lI^nI^EIl¯n`¯IvhkIll¯nPIQk¯QGI<l¯<^G

Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯nPI¯QGI<l¯`N¯`nPIklµ

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

#hI^¯<¯E`hw¯`N¯/\QGI¯�¯Q^¯<¯lIh<k<nI¯n<D¯n`¯kIE`kG¯lnoGI^n¯nPQ^[Q^O¯<n¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯nPI¯\Ill`^µ

.ItQIu¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<knµ¯�GI^nQNw¯nPkII¯`hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯w`o¯nPQ^[¯uQ\\¯\I<G

n`¯Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<l¯<l¯nPIw¯kI\<nI¯n`¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯9`o¯uQ\\¯OoQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`u<kG

nPIlI¯joIlnQ`^l¯<n¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯nPQl¯\Ill`^µ
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Review the Inquiry Chart (10 minutes)

SUMMARIZE OUR LEARNING AND SHARE OUR INITIAL

THINKING

Slide 2: +kIlI^n¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E\olnIk¯\<o^EP¶

<^G¯kI]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯`N¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

What can maps tell us about human geography?

.ItQIu¯uP<n¯u<l¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯E\olnIk¯Dw¯kI<GQ^O¯<\`oG

I<EP¯\Ill`^¯lo]]<kw¯Q^¯nPI¯Ò7P<n¯GQG¯uI¯G`¼Ó¯E`\o]^µ

�NnIk¯kI<GQ^O¯<\`oG¯I<EP¯lo]]<kw¯`N¯uP<n¯nPIw¯GQG¶¯ln`h¯<^G

P<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯nok^¯<^G¯n<\[¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯uP<n¯nPIw¯\I<k^IGµ

�l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯lP<kI¯uP<n¯nPIw¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯I<EP¯\Ill`^¯nP<n

PI\hl¯<^luIk¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯7kQnI¯nPIQk¯kIlh`^lIl

Q^¯nPI¯Ò7P<n¯GQG¯uI¯\I<k^¼Ó¯E`\o]^µ

Putting It Together (20 minutes)

Slide 3: #kO<^QzI¯nPI¯E\<ll¯Q^n`¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯�

lnoGI^nlµ¯
QlnkQDonI¯<¯Discussion Diamond¯n`¯I<EP

Ok`oh¯<^G¯I^lokI¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯P<l¯l`]InPQ^O¯n`¯ukQnI¯uQnPµ

�l[¯nPI]¯n`¯h`lQnQ`^¯nPI¯P<^G`on¯uQnP¯`^I¯E`k^Ik¯N<EQ^O

I<EP¯lnoGI^nµ¯�<tI¯nPI]¯DIOQ^¯Dw¯ukQnQ^O¯nPIQk¯^<]I¯`^¯nPI

\Q^I¯Q^¯nPIQk¯E`k^Ikµ

Slide 4: +`lI¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·¯What can maps tell

us about human geography?¯�l[¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯n`¯ukQnI¯<

kIlh`^lI¯Q^¯nPIQk¯E`k^Ik¯`N¯nPI¯GQ<]`^Gµ

.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯NI<nokIl¯\Q[I¯k`<Gl¯<^G¯EQnQIl¯lP`u

ItQGI^EI¯`N¯hI`h\I¯Q^nIk<EnQ^O¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^nµ

�\\`u¯�¯]Q^onIl¯N`k¯nPQ^[Q^O¯<^G¯ukQnQ^Oµ¯7PI^¯lnoGI^nl

{^QlP¯ukQnQ^O¯nPIQk¯kIlh`^lIl¶¯P<tI¯nPI]¯lP<kI¯uQnPQ^¯nPIQk

Ok`ohlµ¯�NnIk¯I<EP¯hIkl`^¯lP<kIl¶¯Ok`oh¯]I]DIkl¯E<^¯<GG

`^¶¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¶¯`k¯E`^^IEn¯n`¯uP<n¯nPIw¯uk`nIµ

�Q^<\\w¶¯P<tI¯Ok`oh¯]I]DIkl¯E`\\<D`k<nI¯n`¯E`]DQ^I¯nPIQk

QGI<l¯Q^n`¯`^I¯ln<nI]I^n¯nP<n¯DIln¯<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯<^G

ukQnI¯Qn¯Q^¯nPIQk¯EI^nIkµ
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+`llQD\I¯kIlh`^lIl·

+`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯lP`u¯nPI¯<NNIEnl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯`^¯nPI¯\<^Gµ

+I`h\I¯N`k]¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n¯lQzIl¶¯loEP¯<l

E`o^nkw¶¯ln<nI¶¯E`o^nw¶¯EQnw¯`k¯n`u^µ


`o^G<kQIl¯`^¯]<hl¯lP`u¯uPIkI¯nPI¯ko\Il¯<^G

lIktQEIl¯`N¯GQNNIkI^n¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯DIOQ^¯<^G¯I^Gµ

�^¯<kI<¯E<^¯DI¯uQnPQ^¯<¯ln<nI¯<^G¯<¯E`o^nkw¯<n¯nPI

l<]I¯nQ]Iµ

/n<nI¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯hk`tQGI¯lIktQEIl¯\Q[I¯k`<Gl¯<^G

lEP``\l¯nP<n¯E<^¯DI¯lII^¯`^¯]<hlµ

�^GQOI^`ol¯^<nQ`^l¯E<^¯DI¯lP`u^¯`^¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¶

Q^E\oGQ^O¯u<wl¯nP<n¯nPIw¯O`tIk^¯nPI]lI\tIlµ

SYNTHESIZE OUR IDEAS AND ANSWER THE SUPPORTING

QUESTION

Slide 5: �l[¯<¯t`\o^nIIk¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯Ok`oh¯n`¯lP<kI¯uP<n¯nPIw

uk`nI¯Q^¯nPIQk¯EI^nIk¯GQ<]`^Gµ¯.IE`kG¯lnoGI^n¯QGI<l¯`^¯nPI

l\QGIµ¯0PI¯E`]h\InIG¯l\QGI¯uQ\\¯DI¯GQlh\<wIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI

ohE`]Q^O¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^nµ

Teacher Note: �^GQtQGo<\¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯n`¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^


Q<]`^Gl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯<l¯<^¯IvQn¯nQE[In¯<l¯^IIGIGµ

RETURN TO THE INQUIRY CHART

TEACHING TIP

0`¯]<[I¯E`\\<D`k<nQ`^

I<lQIk¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^


Q<]`^G¯<EnQtQnw¶¯<l[¯I<EP

Ok`oh¯`N¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E`hw

nPI¯nI]h\<nI¯`^n`¯<¯hQIEI¯`N

EP<kn¯h<hIkµ¯�QtI¯I<EP

lnoGI^n¯<¯GQNNIkI^n¯E`\`k

]<k[Ik¯n`¯kIE`kG¯nPIQk

nPQ^[Q^Oµ¯0PQl¯\<kOIk¯N`k]<n

uQ\\¯]<[I¯Qn¯I<lQIk¯N`k

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯ukQnI¯<^G¯lP<kI

nPIQk¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯n`¯nPI

GQlEollQ`^µ

Slide 6: .ItQIu¯<^G¯It<\o<nI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯uIkI¯<l[IG

Q^¯nPI¯\<o^EP¯\Ill`^µ¯�^E\oGI¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

Nk`]¯nPI¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯�P<knµ¯�l[·

Which of these questions seem most important now?

Which questions lead to key ideas that will help us

answer the Supporting Question?

�oQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯lI\IEn¯nPkII¯`hI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`¯<GGkIll¯Q^

nPI¯ohE`]Q^O¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^nµ¯0PIlI¯uQ\\¯\Q[I\w¯DI¯nPI

`^Il¯w`o¯QGI^nQ{IG¯DIN`kIP<^G¯ÊlII¯�Gt<^EI¯+kIh<k<nQ`^Ëµ

STAMP THE KEY LEARNING

+kItQIu¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯olI¯QGI<l¯nPIw¯OI^Ik<nIG¯Q^¯nPQl

\Ill`^¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPIQk¯nPQ^[Q^O¯<l¯nPIw¯<^luIk¯nPI

/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯\Ill`^µ

TEACHING TIP

�N¯\Ill`^¯h<EQ^O¯Ql¯<¯E`^EIk^¶

\Q]Qn¯nPI¯kItQIu¯`N¯nPI

�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`

nPI¯nPkII¯w`o¯QGI^nQ{IG¯Q^

<Gt<^EIµ¯0`¯]<Q^n<Q^

lnoGI^n¯<OI^Ew¶¯kI]Q^G

nPI]¯nP<n¯nPIlI¯<kI

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯nPIw

OI^Ik<nIG¯<^G¯QGI^nQ{IG¯<l

PQOPÆhkQ`kQnw¯joIlnQ`^l

GokQ^O¯nPI¯E\olnIk¯\<o^EPµ
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LESSON 12

Formative Assessment

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ 7P<n¯E<^¯]<hl¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

�^luIk¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¯olQ^O¯[Iw

GIn<Q\l¯`N¯<¯]<h¯<l¯ItQGI^EIµ

1lI¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯<¯]<h¯n`¯GItI\`h¯<^

ItQGI^EIÆD<lIG¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<¯EP`lI^

Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

Q^¯ukQnQ^Oµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

0PQl¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¯hk`tQGIl¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯N`k

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯<hh\w¯<\\¯nPkII¯hk<EnQEI¯ln<^G<kGl¯n`¯lP`u¯nPIQk

o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯uP<n¯]<hl¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPwµ¯�Qkln¶¯nPIw¯EP``lI¯`^I¯`N¯nPkII¯hkQ`kQnw¯joIlnQ`^l

nP<n¯uIkI¯QGI^nQ{IG¯`^¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯Q^¯nPI¯hkItQ`ol

\Ill`^µ¯0PI^¯nPIw¯lI\IEn¯`^I¯`N¯N`ok¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<hl¯uQnP¯<

hokh`lI¯nP<n¯GQkIEn\w¯E`^^IEnl¯uQnP¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯nPIw¯EP`lIµ

0PIw¯QGI^nQNw¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯nP<n¯]<h¯nP<n¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯<l

ItQGI^EI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^µ¯�Q^<\\w¶¯nPIw¯<^luIk

nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯olQ^O¯QGI<l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^


Q<]`^G¯Ê�Ill`^¯��Ëµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯.�µ�µ�

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 12 Slide Deck

Formative Assessment

Student Slide Deck

Formative Assessment

Formative Assessment

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

�^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n ��

�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n ��
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Formative Assessment (Questions)·¯/ohh`knl¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯lE<NN`\GIG¯DkI<[G`u^¯`N

joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯lnoGI^nlÛ¯ukQnnI^¯kIlh`^lIlµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

7`k[¯uQnP¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPI]¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯lnIhl¯`N¯nPI¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^nµ

�QOP\QOPn¯nPI¯u`kGl¯]<Q^¯QGI<¯<^G¯hokh`lI¯n`¯PI\h¯nPI]¯EP``lI¯<¯]<h¯nP<n¯<\QO^l¯uQnP

nPI¯joIlnQ`^µ¯�QOP\QOPn¯nPI¯u`kGl¯[Iw GIn<Q\l¯n`¯PI\h¯nPI]¯QGI^nQNw¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯nPI¯]<h

nP<n¯hk`tQGI¯ItQGI^EIµ¯/ohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯{^GQ^O¯nPIQk¯Ok`ohÕl¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯nPI

/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^Gµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^n¯kIlh`^lIl¯]<w¯Q^E\oGI¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<O]I^nl¯<^G¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIlµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

+k`tQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯nPI¯/nIh¯Dw¯/nIh¯�llIll]I^n¯n`¯olI¯Q^GIhI^GI^n\wµ¯�QOP\QOPn¯nPI

u`kGl¯]<Q^¯QGI<¶¯hokh`lI¶¯<^G¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯n`¯PI\h¯N`Eol¯nPI¯n<l[µ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^n¯kIlh`^lIl¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIlµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

+k`tQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯nPI¯/nIh¯Dw¯/nIh¯�llIll]I^n¯n`¯u`k[¯uQnP¯Q^GIhI^GI^n\wµ¯�QkEo\<nI

<l¯lnoGI^nl¯u`k[¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯nPIQk¯EP`lI^¯]<h¯hk`tQGIl¯ItQGI^EI¯N`k¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^µ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^n¯kIlh`^lIl¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯lQ]h\I¯<^G¯E`]h\Iv¯lI^nI^EIlµ

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

.INIk¯n`¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯kIlh`^lIl¯Nk`]¯�Ill`^¯��¯<l¯^IIGIGµ

�N¯lnoGI^nl¯G`¯^`n¯P<tI¯Q^GQtQGo<\¯<EEIll¯n`¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEIl¶¯hkQ^n¯nPI¯/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[µ¯9`o¯]<w

uQlP¯n`¯\<]Q^<nI¯hkQ^nÆ`onl¯N`k¯kIhI<nIG¯olIµ¯
I¯<u<kI¯nP<n¯l`]I¯GIn<Q\l¯]<w¯DI¯\`ln¯Q^¯hkQ^nQ^Oµ

Introduce the Formative Assessment (10

minutes)

Slide 2: .ItQIu¯nPI¯GI{^QnQ`^¯`N¯human geography. �l[

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯`NNIk¯Iv<]h\Il¯nP<n¯E<^¯DI¯lII^¯`^¯]<hlµ

Ê+`llQD\I¯kIlh`^lIl·¯D`kGIkl¶¯hk`tQ^EIl¶¯<^G¯E`o^nkQIl¸¯k`<Gl¸

EQnQIl¸¯lEP``\l¸¯{kI¯ln<nQ`^lË
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Slide 3: .ItQIu¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯kIlh`^lIl

<D`on¯uP<n¯]<hl¯E<^¯nI\\¯ol¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ¯�l[¯<

lnoGI^n¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯Ok`oh¯n`¯kI<G¯nPIQk

ln<nI]I^n¯<l¯Qn¯<hhI<kl¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGIµ

Slide 4: 
QlnkQDonI¯nPI¯Formative Assessment¯n`¯I<EP

lnoGI^nµ¯.ItQIu¯nPI¯nPkII¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯uIkI

QGI^nQ{IG¯<n¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯�Ill`^¯��µ¯�l[¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯n`¯hQE[

`^I¯joIlnQ`^¯n`¯<^luIk¯olQ^O¯<¯]<h¯<l¯ItQGI^EIµ¯/P`u¯nPI]

uPIkI¯n`¯ukQnI¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^µ

Slide 5:¯/P<kI¯nPI¯\Q^[¯n`¯nPI¯Formative Assessment Student

Slide Deckµ¯.ItQIu¯nPI¯N`ok¯]<hlµ¯0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯EP``lI¯nPI

]<h¯nP<n¯DIln¯<\QO^l¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^µ¯/P`u¯nPI]¯uPIkI

n`¯ukQnI¯nPI¯^<]I¯`N¯nPIQk¯]<hµ

Slide 6:¯�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯olI¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯nPI

]<h¯<l¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^µ

Slide 7:  `GI\¯nPI¯n<l[µ¯/<w·

Imagine the question, “Can a nation’s borders be

inside of another country’s borders?” is one of the

choices on the Inquiry Chart.

I will choose the map “Fire Districts in Navajo Nation.”

It shows the borders of Navajo Nation within the

borders of the United States.

An answer could be, “We know a nation’s borders can

be inside another country’s borders because we can

see the border lines on a political map.”

Slide 8:¯+`Q^n¯`on¯nPI¯\<ln¯joIlnQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ¯
Qlh\<w

/\QGI¯�¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uPQ\I¯nPIw¯u`k[¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

joIlnQ`^µ¯0PQl¯uQ\\¯<\\`u¯nPI]¯n`¯kINIkI^EI¯QGI<l¯nPIw¯P<G

Nk`]¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯Q^¯nPI¯hkItQ`ol¯\Ill`^µ

Formative Assessment (20

minutes)

�QkEo\<nI¯n`¯]<[I¯lokI¯nPI¯EP`lI^¯]<h

]<nEPIl¯nPI¯]<Q^¯QGI<¯`N¯nPI¯EP`lI^

joIlnQ`^µ¯�oQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯<l¯^IIGIG¯Dw¯kINIkkQ^O¯n`¯nPI

Formative Assessment (Teacher Version)µ
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Formative Assessment (Teacher Version)

Directions: Follow the steps below to answer the supporting question; What

can maps tell us about human geography?

Step 1: Choose one of the questions from the Inquiry Chart. Write it here:

0PkII¯hkQ`kQnw¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯uIkI¯QGI^nQ{IG¯Q^¯�Ill`^¯��µ¯�oQGI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯EP``lI¯<¯joIlnQ`^¯<n

<^¯<hhk`hkQ<nI¯EP<\\I^OI¯\ItI\¯N`k¯nPI]µ

Step 2: Choose at least one map. The purpose of the map should align with the

focus of the question you chose. Write the title of the map here:

�kQnIkQ<¯N`k¯EP``lQ^O¯<¯]<h·

+`\QnQE<\¯ <h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<·¯-oIlnQ`^l¯kI\<nIG¯n`¯D`o^G<kQIl¶¯k`<Gl¶¯EQnQIl¶¯^IQOPD`kQ^O¯E`^nQ^I^nlÂE`o^nkQIl

+`\QnQE<\¯
`o^G<kQIl·¯-oIlnQ`^l¯kI\<nIG¯n`¯D`o^G<kQIl¶¯ln<nIl¶¯hk`tQ^EIl¶¯nIkkQn`kQIl¶¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^

+`\QnQE<\¯ <h¯`N¯ <ll<EPolInnl·¯-oIlnQ`^l¯kI\<nIG¯n`¯k`<Gl¶¯EQnQIl¶¯\IOI^Gl¯`k¯]<h¯[Iwl¶¯]<h¯lE<\I¶¯E`]h<ll¯k`lI

�QkI¯
QlnkQEnl¯Q^¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^·¯-oIlnQ`^l¯kI\<nIG¯n`¯^<nQ`^l¶¯lIktQEIl¯hk`tQGIG¯Dw¯O`tIk^]I^nl¶¯]<h¯lE<\I¶

E`]h<ll¯k`lI

Step 3: Use key details from the map as evidence to help answer your chosen

question.

�^luIkl¯uQ\\¯t<kw¯GIhI^GQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^µ

Step 4: Use ideas from the Discussion Diamond to provide an answer to the

supporting question; What can maps tell us about human geography?

�``[¯N`k¯<¯lw^nPIlQl¯`N¯QGI<l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^G¯Q^¯lnoGI^n¯kIlh`^lIlµ¯Ê/noGI^nl¯<n¯�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew

�ItI\l¯�Ç�¯]<w¯E`hw¯nPIQk¯Ok`ohÛl¯kIlh`^lI¯GQkIEn\w¯Nk`]¯nPI¯
QlEollQ`^¯
Q<]`^GËµ

Lesson 12: Formative Assessment

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Mexico and Canada

How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and

Canada?

CONTENTS

Overview

Lesson 13

Geography of Mexico and

Canada

Lesson 14

Mexico

Lesson 15

Canada

Lesson 16

Physical Geography of

Mexico and Canada

Lesson 17

Human Geography of

Mexico and Canada

Lesson 18

Putting Together a

Presentation

Lesson 19

Formative Assessment

Lesson 20

Unit Synthesis

Cluster 3 begins with an opportunity to ask questions

about the geography of Mexico and Canada through

interaction with a population map. Students learn general

information about Mexico and Canada by reading an

article about each. Students then choose one of the

countries for a small research project. They investigate

multiple sources and create a slide presentation to share

their learning with others. In the process, they learn about

key topics that are important when studying geography:

population density, land features, plants and animals,

economy, and culture. Finally, students present their work

to a partner who studied a different country.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this cluster, students should be able to…

Ask important questions about the geography of

Mexico and Canada.

Apply the Investigating Sources routine to

comprehend articles about Mexico and Canada.

Gather and categorize notes in an organizer.

Research and create a presentation about the

physical features, plants and animals, economy, and

culture of either Mexico or Canada.

Present a report about Mexico or Canada to a peer.

Identify important questions about North American

Geography, explain why they are important, and

provide answers supported by evidence from the

unit.

Construct social studies arguments that select

relevant information to support claims with

evidence from multiple sources (WIDA ELD-SS.4-

5.Argue.Expressive)
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Vocabulary

TIER 2

culture

economy

Cluster Focus Standards

Practice Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

PS 2:¯�I^Ik<nI¯`hI^¯<^G¯E\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l¯kI\It<^n¯n`¯]o\nQh\I¯<lhIEnl¯`N¯<

n`hQEµ

��¶¯��Æ��

PS 4:¯�GI^nQNw¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯<¯l`okEI¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯l`okEI¯nwhI¶

]<[Ik¶¯Q^nI^GIG¯<oGQI^EI¶¯G<nI¶¯h\<EI¯`N¯`kQOQ^¶¯<^GẦ k¯<^¯<^<\wlQl¯`N¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\lµ

��Æ��

PS 6:¯�^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^¯Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¶¯GItI\`h¯<¯h\<olQD\I¯E\<Q]¯D<lIG¯`^

ItQGI^EI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯<¯l`okEIµ

��Æ��

Content Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

4.T1.1:¯#^¯<¯hPwlQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯olI¯E<kGQ^<\¯GQkIEnQ`^l¶¯]<h¯lE<\Il¶

[IwÂ\IOI^G¯Êlw]D`\l¯N`k¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯kQtIkl¶¯GIlIknl¶¯\<[Il¶¯EQnQIlË¶¯<^G¯nQn\I¯n`

\`E<nI¯<^G¯QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯ÊIµOµ¶¯ QllQllQhhQ¯<^G¯.Q`¯�k<^GI

.QtIkl¶¯�kI<n¯�<[Il¶¯�n\<^nQE¯<^G¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^l¶¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¶¯�oGl`^Õl¯
<w¶

�hh<\<EPQ<^¯ `o^n<Q^l¶¯.`E[w¯ `o^n<Q^l¶¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI¶¯nPI¯�kI<n¯
<lQ^¶¯ `Y<tI¶

/`^`k<^¶¯<^G¯�PQPo<Po<^¯
IlIknl¶¯nPI¯9oE<n<^¯+I^Q^lo\<¶¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¯/I<Ëµ

��

4.T1.2:¯#^¯<¯h`\QnQE<\¯]<h¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¶¯\`E<nI¯�<^<G<¯<^G¯Qnl¯hk`tQ^EIl¶

 IvQE`¯<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nIl¶¯nPI¯^<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯�<kQDDI<^¶¯<^G¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯`N

�]IkQE<¯<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nIl¸¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI¯]I<^Q^O¯`N¯nPI¯nIk]l¯E`^nQ^I^n¶¯E`o^nkw¶

^<nQ`^¶¯E`o^nw¶¯ln<nI¶¯hk`tQ^EI¶¯<^G¯EQnwµ

��
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4.T1.3: Research, analyze, and convey information about Canada or Mexico by

consulting maps, atlases, encyclopedias, digital information and satellite images,

photographs, or news articles; organizing materials, and making an oral or

written presentation about topics such as the peoples, population size,

languages, forms of government, major cities, environment, natural resources,

industries, and national landmarks.

13-20

Literacy Standards

STANDARD LESSON(S)

SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts,

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

13, 19-20

W.4.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through

investigation of different aspects of a topic.

16-19

W.4.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant

information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize

information, and provide a list of sources.

14-15, 18
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Cluster 3: Mexico and Canada

Inquiry Chart (Teacher Version)

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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LESSON 13

Geography of Mexico and Canada

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Observe a population map of North

America and ask questions about what it

can tell us about Mexico and Canada.

Engage in collaborative questioning with

peers, using who, what, where, when, and

why to ask questions about the populations

of Mexico and Canada.

LESSON OVERVIEW

This lesson launches the Cluster 3 Supporting Question: How

can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and

Canada? by engaging with a population map of North

America. This map will give students introductory

information about the land mass and number of people

living in Mexico and Canada. routine follows the steps of the

Question Formulation Technique to generate, classify, and

prioritize questions. The priority questions about Mexico and

Canada are then added to the Inquiry Chart to guide the

cluster inquiry.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 2, 4.T1.3, SL.4.1

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 13 Slide Deck

Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Introduction to Mexico and Canada 5

Launching the Question 20

Introduce the Inquiry Chart for Cluster 3 5
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Observe Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports students with making close

observations of a detailed map.

Question Language and Literacy Builder (3-5): Supports the generation of questions

during the Question Formulation Technique.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide observation and question stems from the LLBs. If possible, be the scribe for a small

group as they generate questions. Allow students to use sentence fragments. During

discussions of prioritizing questions, provide the stem: 0PQl¯joIlnQ`^¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n

DIE<olI¹

Look Fors: Oral responses should use the structures provided in the Question LLB and

include simple elaboration of ideas (e.g., familiar adjectives).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Encourage students to choose relevant observation and question stems from the LLBs as

they notice details and generate questions. Guide the prioritization discussion to

encourage students to explain why a question is important.

Look Fors: Oral responses should include simple sentences using question stems with

some elaboration of ideas (e.g., new or multiple adjectives, clauses).

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students may choose to use the LLBs for observations and generating questions. They

should explain why a question would be a priority.

Look Fors: Oral responses should use detailed and compound sentences that use more

complex grammatical structures (e.g., linking words or phrases, combined clauses).

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Use the template Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart to create an Inquiry Chart for Cluster 3 on chart paper.

Plan to complete the “What did we do?” column prior to the “Putting it Together” activity in

Lesson 18, using guidance from the Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart (Teacher Version).

Students will need individual or partnered access to electronic devices.

Reacquaint yourself with the Question Formulation Technique (QFT), created by the Right

Question Institute (RQI). Visit What is the QFT? for more information and free resources.
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Introduction to Mexico and Canada (5

minutes)

Slide 2: Direct student attention to the Word Wall to review

the vocabulary word geography.

Explain that in the last two clusters we learned about

physical geography and human geography.

Remind students of the unit Essential Question:

How can we use geography to describe the land

and people of North America?

Slide 3: Introduce Mexico and Canada, the topics of this

cluster. Ask: Have any of you ever been to Mexico or Canada?

Do you have family that comes from Mexico or Canada?

Some students may have visited the places on the slide. Ask

students who have these connections to share what they

know about the country.

Explain that in this cluster students will learn about the

geography of Mexico and Canada and then prepare a

presentation about the land and people of one of the

countries.

Students will skip the United States in this investigation. The

last two units in fourth grade focus on the United States.

Launching the Question (20 minutes)

SPARK CURIOSITY

Slide 4: Introduce the map. Say: Today we will generate

more questions to guide our inquiry about the geography of

North America. We will focus on questions about the land

and people of Mexico and Canada.

Share the link to the population map. Open it yourself on a

separate tab and show students how to zoom in and out.

Explain population density, using the map key. Point out that

the darker the color, the more people live in the area. Gray

areas have people, but not as many as the dark orange areas.

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯olQ^O¯nPI¯Observe

Language and Literacy

Builder (3-5)¯n`¯lohh`kn

nPI]¯uQnP¯]<[Q^O¯GIn<Q\IG

`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI

h`ho\<nQ`^¯GI^lQnw¯]<hµ
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0PQl¯]<h¯`^\w¯PQOP\QOPnl¯�<^<G<¶¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¶¯<^G

 IvQE`µ¯.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯�kII^\<^G¯<^G¯�I^nk<\

�]IkQE<¯<kI¯<\l`¯h<kn¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

+`Q^n¯`on¯+oIkn`¯.QE`¶¯nPI¯l]<\\¯kIG¯Ql\<^G¯Q^¯nPI¯\`uIk¯kQOPn

<kI<¯`N¯nPI¯]<hµ¯.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯Qn¯Ql¯Q^E\oGIG¯`^¯nPQl

]<h¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯Ql¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ¯0PI¯kIG¯E`\`k

lP`ul¯nP<n¯Qn¯P<l¯<¯PQOP¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯GI^lQnwµ

�l[¯I\D`u¯h<kn^Ikl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¯Q^¯<¯0ok^¯<^G

0<\[µ¯�l[·¯What do you notice about this map?

�\<kQNw¯nP<n¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯Ql¯<D`on¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<µ¯.IG

D`o^G<kw¯\Q^Il¯P<tI¯DII^¯Gk<u^¯`^¯nPI¯]<h¯n`¯E\I<k\w¯lP`u

nPI¯\`E<nQ`^l¯`N¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<µ¯/noGI^n¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l

E<^¯Q^E\oGI¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIl¯<l¯<¯h`Q^n¯`N¯E`]h<kQl`^µ

/noGI^nl¯]<w¯`DlIktI¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O·

�IuIk¯ IvQE<^l¯\QtI¯^I<k¯nPI¯D`kGIk¯uQnP¯nPI¯1^QnIG

/n<nIl¯nP<^¯\QtI¯N<knPIk¯l`onP¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ

0PIkI¯Ql¯<¯DQO¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯]QGG\I¯`N¯ IvQE`µ

 `ln¯�<^<GQ<^l¯\QtI¯^I<k¯nPI¯I<lnIk^¯lQGI¯`N¯nPI

D`kGIk¯uQnP¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ

6Ikw¯NIu¯hI`h\I¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯N<k¯^`knP¯`N¯�<^<G<µ

+`ho\<nQ`^¯GI^lQnw¯Q^¯EI^nk<\¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`

h`ho\<nQ`^¯GI^lQnw¯Q^¯I<lnIk^¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ

+`ho\<nQ`^¯GI^lQnw¯Q^¯uIlnIk^¯�<^<G<¯Ql¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`

h`ho\<nQ`^¯GI^lQnw¯Q^¯uIlnIk^¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ

�NnIk¯h<kn^Ikl¯lP<kI¶¯<l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯^`nQEQ^Ol

uQnP¯nPI¯E\<llµ¯7PI^¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯nPI¯l<]I¯`DlIkt<nQ`^l¶

nPIw¯E<^¯kIlh`^G¯uQnP¯nPI¯�/�¯lQO^¯N`k¯Òme tooµÓ

INTRODUCE THE SUPPORTING QUESTION AND ELICIT

INITIAL THINKING

Slide 5: �^nk`GoEI¯nPI¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?

/noGI^nl¯uQ\\¯Q^tIlnQO<nI¯nPQl¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯`N

\Ill`^lµ¯/P<kI¯nP<n¯nPI¯{kln¯lnIh¯uQ\\¯DI¯n`¯<l[¯joIlnQ`^l¯n`

OoQGI¯`ok¯Q^joQkwµ

LEARN MORE

See Launching the

Question in the Curriculum

Guidebook for further

information on this

Investigating History

routine.
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Slide 6: Review the Launching the Question routine. Explain

students will follow three steps: Generate questions, Classify

questions, Prioritize questions.

Distribute a piece of chart paper, a marker, and two sticky

notes to each group of students.

Ask each group to choose a scribe (a group member who can

write quickly and clearly).

Slide 7: Tell students they will ask questions. The focus for

their questions is the Supporting Question turned into a

statement: We can use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada.

Tell students they can look at the population map on their

device for ideas while asking their questions.

Slide 8: Review the rules for generating questions:

Ask as many questions as you can about the

statement.

Number each question.

Don’t discuss, answer, or judge any question.

Write down every question exactly as stated.

Change any statements to questions.

Allow students to ask questions for 4 minutes. Some

questions that students may ask include:

Why is there a high population in a small area in

western Canada?

Why don’t many people live in the far north of

Canada?

Why don’t many people live near the border of Mexico

and the United States?

Why do so many people live in the center of Mexico?

Slide 9: Review the difference between open and closed

questions.

Open questions need an explanation. They can’t be

answered with a yes, a no, or a one-word answer.

Closed questions can be answered with a simple fact,

a yes, a no, or a one-word answer.

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯olQ^O¯nPI¯Question

Language and Literacy

Builder (3-5)¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPI

OI^Ik<nQ`^¯`N¯joIlnQ`^l

GokQ^O¯nPI¯k`onQ^Iµ
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Slide 10: Remind students that they will classify the

questions as closed (by marking with a C) or open (by

marking with an O).

Allow students to classify questions for 3 minutes.

Slide 11: Review the rules for prioritizing questions:

Identify your group’s top two open questions., one

about Canada and one about Mexico.

Copy each top question onto its own sticky note.

As a group, discuss and decide why you chose each

question.

Pick a spokesperson to explain your questions to the

class.

Allow students to prioritize questions for 4 minutes.

LEARN MORE

Investigating History’s

Launching the Question

routine is adapted from the

Question Formulation

Technique (QFT) created by

the Right Question Institute

(RQI). You can visit their

website for more

information about their

work.

Introduce the Inquiry Chart for Cluster 3 (5

minutes)

DEVELOP THE INQUIRY CHART

Slide 12: Ask the spokesperson from each group to come to

the Inquiry Chart and read their questions out loud as they

post them on the top row, under the Supporting Question.

If any questions from the Unit 1 Know and Wonder Chart

are about Mexico or Canada, move them into the Inquiry

Chart as well.

PREVIEW THE LEARNING AHEAD

Share with students that in this cluster, they will use a variety

of resources to explore Mexico and Canada. The Supporting

Question and priority questions will guide their learning.
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LESSON 14

Mexico

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Identify key details from a source that

provides evidence about the physical and

human geography of Mexico.

In oral and written responses developed

with peers, summarize information and

recount key details about the physical and

human geography of Mexico.

LESSON OVERVIEW

This lesson provides a deeper dive into the geography of

Mexico. Students use the Investigating Sources routine of

Observe, Read, Connect to guide the process. They watch an

introductory video for context, and then take notes on an

article, using a notes organizer. At the end of the lesson,

students reconnect to share what they learned.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 4, PS 6, 4.T1.3, W.4.8

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 14 Slide Deck

Mexico Notes Organizer

Mexico

Mexico Notes Organizer

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Engage Interest in Mexico 5

Investigating Sources 25
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Mexico (Chunked Text)·¯/ohh`knl¯E`]hkIPI^lQ`^¯uQnP¯<¯EPo^[IG¯tIklQ`^¯`N¯nPI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^<\¯nIvnµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�QOP\QOPn¯nPkII¯[Iw¯lI^nI^EIl¯Q^¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯EPo^[IG¯nIvnµ¯.I<G¯nPI]¯<\`oG¯<^G

P<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯EP``lI¯`^I¯Nk`]¯uPQEP¯n`¯kIE`kG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^µ¯/ohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP

QGI^nQNwQ^O¯uPQEP¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯n`¯kIE`kGµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kIE`kG¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯uQnP¯I^`oOP¯E`^^IEnQ^O¯u`kGl¯n`¯olI¯Q^

ukQnQ^O¯<¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EI¯\<nIkµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�QOP\QOPn¯nPkII¯[Iw¯lI^nI^EIl¯Q^¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯EPo^[IG¯nIvnµ¯�<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯EP``lI

`^I¯`N¯nPI]¯Nk`]¯uPQEP¯n`¯kIE`kG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^µ¯�l[¯nPI]¯n`¯N`Eol¯`^¯QGI^nQNwQ^O¯[Iw¯u`kGl

Q^¯nPI¯lI^nI^EIµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kIE`kG¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯uQnP¯I^`oOP¯E`^^IEnQ^O¯u`kGl¯n`¯olI¯Q^

ukQnQ^O¯<¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EI¯\<nIkµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

#NNIk¯nPI¯EPo^[IG¯nIvn¯n`¯]<[I¯{^GQ^O¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Q^¯nIvn¯<¯\Ill¯\<^Oo<OIÆPI<tw¯n<l[µ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kIE`kG¯N<Enl¯<^G¯GIn<Q\l¯nP<n¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯EkI<nI¯lQ]h\I¯<^G

E`]h\Iv¯lI^nI^EIl¯\<nIkµ

0�����!�¯0�+

0PQl¯\Ill`^¯`^¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯h<kn^IkIG¯uQnP¯nPI¯^Ivn¯\Ill`^¯`^¯�<^<G<µ¯0PIlI¯nu`¯\Ill`^l¯hkIlI^n

`hh`kno^QnQIl¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯\I<k^¯l`]I¯D<E[Ok`o^G¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`^¯D`nP¯E`o^nkQIl¯DIN`kI

EP``lQ^O¯`^I¯N`k¯GIIhIk¯kIlI<kEPµ¯�IkI¯<kI¯l`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯N`k¯h<EQ^O¯D`nP¯\Ill`^l·

0PI¯tQGI`¯<n¯nPI¯DIOQ^^Q^O¯`N¯I<EP¯\Ill`^¯E<^¯DI¯l[QhhIG¯N`k¯nQ]Iµ¯0PI¯hokh`lI¯`N¯nPI

tQGI`l¯Ql¯n`¯I^O<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯E`^nI^n¶¯Don¯lnoGI^nl¯G`¯^`n¯n<[I¯^`nIlµ

�D`on¯{tI¯]Q^onIl¯DIN`kI¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯I<EP¯\Ill`^¶¯N<EQ\Qn<nI¯<¯uP`\I¯Ok`oh¯GQlEollQ`^¯<D`on

Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯N<Enl¯Q^¯I<EP¯E<nIO`kw¯`N¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ¯/noGI^nl¯uP`¯P<tI¯^`n¯P<G¯nQ]I¯n`

E`]h\InI¯nPI¯n<l[¯E<^¯kIE`kG¯nPI¯E`^nkQDonQ`^l¯`N¯`nPIk¯lnoGI^nlµ
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Engage Interest in Mexico (5 minutes)

Slide 2: .ItQIu¯nPI¯�\olnIk¯�¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^·

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?

.I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPI¯`DYIEnQtI¯`N¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯Ql¯n`¯\I<k^

<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¯l`¯nPIw¯E<^¯nI\\

`nPIkl¯<D`on¯`^I¯`N¯nPIlI¯E`o^nkQIlµ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯{kln¯N`Eol¯`^¯ IvQE`µ¯0PIw¯uQ\\

N`\\`u¯<¯lQ]Q\<k¯k`onQ^I¯Q^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯\Ill`^¯n`¯N`Eol¯`^¯�<^<G<µ

Slide 3: �^O<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯Dw

lP`uQ^O¯nPI¯tQGI`¯Ê�·��Ëµ¯�N¯w`o¯P<tI¯<^w¯^<nQtI¯/h<^QlP

lhI<[Ikl¯Q^¯w`ok¯E\<ll¶¯Q^tQnI¯nPI]¯n`¯PI\h¯�^O\QlP¯lhI<[Ikl

hk`^`o^EI¯l`]I¯`N¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯Q^nk`GoEIG¯Q^¯nPI¯tQGI`µ

�ln<G`l¯1^QG`l¯ IvQE<^`l¯Ênk<^l\<nQ`^·¯1^QnIG

 IvQE<^¯/n<nIlË

�QoG<G¯GI¯ JvQE`¯Ênk<^l\<nQ`^·¯ IvQE`¯�QnwË

 `\I¯h`D\<^`¯Ê<¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯GQlPË

PIEP`¯Ênk<^l\<nQ`^·¯N<EnË


S<¯GI¯\`l¯ oIkn`l¯Ênk<^l\<nQ`^·¯
<w¯`N¯nPI¯
I<GË

�\IDkQYIl¯ÊE`\`kNo\¶¯N<^n<lnQE<\¯<^Q]<\¯E<ktQ^OlË

 <kQ<EPQ¯Ê<¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯ IvQE<^¯]olQE<\¯Ok`ohË

Slide 4: �l[·¯What makes Mexico an interesting country to

study?¯+k`tQGI¯�¯]Q^onI¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nok^¯<^G¯n<\[¯uQnP¯<

^IQOPD`k¯n`¯GQlEoll¯nPIQk¯nP`oOPnlµ

Investigating Sources (25 minutes)

INTRODUCE PURPOSE AND PROCESS

Slide 5: 0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯/`okEIl

k`onQ^I¯n`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`µ

#DlIktI¯nPI¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¶¯PI<GQ^Ol¶¯<^G¯Q]<OIl¯Q^¯<^

<knQE\I¯<D`on¯ IvQE`µ

.I<G¯n`¯{^G¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯n`¯kIE`kGµ

�l¯<¯E\<ll¶¯E`^^IEn¯uP<n¯ItIkwD`Gw¯P<l¯\I<k^IGµ
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OBSERVE THE DOCUMENT’S FEATURES

Slide 6: 
QlnkQDonI¯nPI¯Mexico¯<^G¯Mexico Notes Organizer

P<^G`onlµ  `GI\¯P`u¯n`¯hkItQIu¯<¯G`Eo]I^n¯Dw¯`DlIktQ^O

PI<GQ^Ol¯<^G¯Q]<OIlµ¯.I<G¯<\`oG¯I<EP¯`N¯nPI¯PI<GQ^Ol·

READ THE DOCUMENT

Slide 7: �vh\<Q^¯nPI¯Ò.I<GÓ¯lnIh¯`N¯nPI¯k`onQ^Iµ¯/noGI^nl

lP`o\G¯DIOQ^¯Dw¯kIE`kGQ^O¯nPI¯Ò�<ln¯�<EnlÓ¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯`^

nPI¯{kln¯h<OI¯`N¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ¯0PI^¶¯nPIw¯lP`o\G¯EP``lI¯`^I

Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯<^G¯ukQnI¯Qn¯o^GIk¯nPI

]<nEPQ^O¯PI<GQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯lIE`^G¯h<OI¯`N¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ¯0PIQk

^`nIl¯lP`o\G¯^`n¯DI¯E`]h\InI¯lI^nI^EIlµ

BUILD LITERACY

�`^lQGIk¯{kln¯kI<GQ^O¯nPI

nIvn¯n`¯lnoGI^nl¯uPQ\I

nPQ^[Q^O¯<\`oG¯<D`on

t`E<Do\<kw¯<^G¯olQ^O¯nPI

nIvn¯NI<nokIl¯n`¯]<[I¯lI^lI

`N¯nPI¯kI<GQ^Oµ¯0PI^¶¯P<tI

lnoGI^nl¯G`¯<¯lIE`^G¯kI<G

`N¯nPI¯nIvn¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPIQk

\Ill`^¯n<l[µ

/noGI^nl¯]<w¯u`k[¯Q^¯h<Qkl¯n`¯{^G¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¶

Don¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯uQ\\¯E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯`u^¯`kO<^QzIkµ

CONNECT TO OUR QUESTION

Slide 8: +o\\¯nPI¯E\<ll¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯uP<n¯nPIw¯\I<k^IG

<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`µ

.I<G¯nPI¯n`hQEl¯Nk`]¯n`h¯n`¯D`nn`]¯<^G¯<l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`

lP<kI¯<¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQE\Iµ¯1lI¯nPI¯Mexico Notes

Organizer (Teacher Version)¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPI¯hk`EIllµ¯
oQ\G¯`^

nPI¯Iv<]h\Il¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯`NNIk¯n`¯kIQ^N`kEI¯uP<n¯]<[Il¯<

[Iw¯GIn<Q\µ¯/noGI^nl¯uP`¯lnQ\\¯P<tI¯]QllQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E<^

E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯^`nIl¯<n¯nPQl¯nQ]Iµ

�`\\IEn¯nPI¯E`]h\InIG¯^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIklµ¯0PIw¯uQ\\¯DI¯olIG

<O<Q^¯Q^¯�Ill`^¯��µ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/noGI^nl¯uP`¯u`o\G¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯lE<NN`\GQ^O

E<^¯olI¯nPI Mexico

(Chunked Text)¶¯uPQEP

hk`tQGIl¯nPI¯l<]I¯nIvn¯Q^

]`kI¯E`]hkIPI^lQD\I

EPo^[lµ¯/]<\\Ik¯<]`o^nl¯`N

nIvn¯lohh`kn¯kI<GIkl¯Dw

N`EolQ^O¯nPI]¯`^¯I<EP¯QGI<

l`¯nPIw¯E<^¯]`kI¯INNIEnQtI\w

QGI^nQNw¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\lµ

BUILD LITERACY

0<[I¯EoIl¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯GQlnkQEnÕl¯\QnIk<Ew¯hk`Ok<]¯N`k¯Q^lnkoEnQ`^¯`^¯^`nIÆn<[Q^Oµ¯0PI¯IllI^nQ<\¯l[Q\\¯Ql

n`¯QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯uQnP`on¯E`hwQ^O¯nIvn¯u`kG¯N`k¯u`kGµ¯#^I¯u<w¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯G`

nPQl¯Ql¯n`¯ukQnI¯[Iw¯QGI<l¯<^G¯GIn<Q\l¯<^G¯nPI^¯olI¯nP`lI¯n`¯ukQnI¯nPIQk¯`u^¯lI^nI^EIl¯\<nIkµ
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Mexico Notes Organizer (Teacher Version)


QkIEnQ`^l· Identify key details from the “Fast Facts” section and record them

in the chart below.

Fast Facts Notes

#N{EQ<\¯!<]I

United Mexican States

�`k]¯`N

�`tIk^]I^n

republic of federated states

�<hQn<\

Mexico City

+`ho\<nQ`^¯/QzI

132 million people

#N{EQ<\

�<^Oo<OIÊlË

Spanish

Lesson 14: Mexico

Answer Key
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Directions: Choose one important idea from each section below and write it

on the lines.

Geography:

0PIkI¯<kI¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯t<\\Iwl¶¯<^G¯E<^w`^lµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯GIlIknl¶¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^l¶¯<^G¯k<Q^N`kIlnlµ

0PI¯E`<ln\Q^Il¯<kI¯<\`^O¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯<^G¯nPI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¯n`¯nPI¯I<lnµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯<¯\<kOI¯k<^OI¯`N¯<\nQnoGIlµ

People and Culture:

 <^w¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯]QvIG¯�^GQOI^`ol¯<^G¯/h<^QlP¯PIkQn<OIµ

/h<^QlP¯E`\`^QzIkl¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯nPI¯����l¯<^G¯E`^nk`\\IG¯nPI¯<kI<¯N`k¯<D`on¯���¯wI<klµ

/`EEIk¯<^G¯D<lID<\\¯<kI¯h`ho\<k¯lh`knlµ

�kn¶¯]olQE¶¯<^G¯G<^EQ^O¯<kI¯Q]h`kn<^nµ

Nature:

 <^w¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯kIOQ`^l¯<^G¯E\Q]<nIl¯]I<^l¯<¯uQGI¯t<kQInw¯`N¯<^Q]<\l¯<^G¯h\<^nlµ


IlIknl¯P<tI¯E<EnQ¶¯woEE<¶¯E`w`nIl¶¯<k]<GQ\\`l¶¯k<DDQnl¶¯<^G¯l^<[Ilµ

0PI¯`EI<^¯P<l¯Ok<w¯uP<\Ilµ

.<Q^N`kIlnl¯P<tI¯nk`hQE<\¯h\<^nl¶¯Y<Oo<kl¶¯]`^[Iwl¶¯<^G¯DQkGlµ

Government and Economy:

0PI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯Ql¯<¯NIGIk<\¯kIhoD\QE¸¯nPI¯\I<GIk¯Ql¯nPI¯hkIlQGI^nµ

0PI¯IE`^`]w¯Q^E\oGIl¯N<k]Q^O¶¯]<^oN<EnokQ^O¶¯]Q^Q^O¶¯<^G¯n`okQl]µ

�OkQEo\nokI¯Q^E\oGIl¯NkoQnl¶¯tIOIn<D\Il¶¯E<nn\I¶¯<^G¯P`Olµ

 Q^Q^O¯hk`GoEIl¯`Q\¶¯^<nok<\¯O<l¶¯<^G¯]Q^Ik<\l¯ÊlQ\tIkËµ

History:

�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯`N¯ IvQE`¯P<tI¯\QtIG¯nPIkI¯N`k¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<klµ

�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯/h<^QlP¯Ivh\`kIkl¯<^G¯E`\`^QzIkl¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ

�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯ IvQE`¯DIO<^¯n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯{OPn¯N`k¯nPIQk¯NkIIG`]µ

�^¯����¶¯ IvQE`¯u`^¯nPI¯ IvQE<^¯7<k¯`N¯�^GIhI^GI^EI¯<^G¯DIE<]I¯NkII¯Nk`]¯/h<^QlP¯ko\Iµ
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LESSON 15

Canada

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Identify key details from a source that

provides evidence about the physical and

human geography of Canada.

Summarize information and recount key

details about the physical and human

geography of Canada orally and in written

responses developed with peers.

LESSON OVERVIEW

This lesson provides a deeper dive into the geography of

Canada. Students use the same Observe, Read, Connect

routine as they did for the Mexico article. They watch an

introductory video for context, and then take notes on an

article, using a notes organizer. At the end of the lesson,

students reconnect to share what they learned.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 4, PS 6, 4.T1.3, W.4.8

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 15 Slide Deck

Canada Notes Organizer

Canada

Canada Notes Organizer

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Engage Interest in Canada 5

Investigating Sources 25
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Canada (Chunked Text)·¯/ohh`knl¯E`]hkIPI^lQ`^¯uQnP¯<¯EPo^[IG¯tIklQ`^¯`N¯nPI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^<\¯nIvnµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�QOP\QOPn¯nPkII¯[Iw¯lI^nI^EIl¯Q^¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯EPo^[IG¯nIvnµ¯.I<G¯nPI]¯`on¯\`oG

<^G¯<l[¯nPI¯lnoGI^n¯n`¯EP``lI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯`^I¯n`¯kIE`kG¯`^¯nPIQk¯P<^G`onµ¯/ohh`kn

nPI¯lnoGI^n¯uQnP¯QGI^nQNwQ^O¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPI¯EP`lI^¯lI^nI^EI¯n`¯kIE`kGµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kIE`kG¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯uQnP¯I^`oOP¯E`^^IEnQ^O¯u`kGl¯n`¯olI¯Q^

ukQnQ^O¯<¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EI¯\<nIkµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

�QOP\QOPn¯nPkII¯[Iw¯lI^nI^EIl¯Q^¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯EPo^[IG¯nIvnµ¯�l[¯nPI¯lnoGI^n¯n`

EP``lI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯`^I¯n`¯kIE`kG¯`^¯nPIQk¯P<^G`onµ¯�l[¯nPI¯lnoGI^n¯n`¯N`Eol¯`^

QGI^nQNwQ^O¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯Q^¯nPI¯EP`lI^¯lI^nI^EI¯n`¯kIE`kGµ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kIE`kG¯[Iw¯u`kGl¯uQnP¯I^`oOP¯E`^^IEnQ^O¯u`kGl¯n`¯olI¯Q^

ukQnQ^O¯<¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EI¯\<nIkµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

#NNIk¯nPI¯EPo^[IG¯nIvn¯n`¯]<[I¯{^GQ^O¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\l¯Q^¯nIvn¯<¯\Ill¯\<^Oo<OIÆPI<tw¯n<l[µ

�``[¯�`kl· /noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kIE`kG¯N<Enl¯<^G¯GIn<Q\l¯nP<n¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯EkI<nI¯lQ]h\I¯<^G

E`]h\Iv¯lI^nI^EIl¯\<nIkµ

Engage Interest in Canada (5 minutes)

Slide 2: Review the Cluster 3 Supporting Question:

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?

Remind students that the objective of this cluster is to learn

about the geography of Mexico and Canada so they can tell

others about one of these countries.

Explain that today students will focus on the country of

Canada. They will follow a similar routine to the previous

lesson on Mexico.
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Slide 3: �^O<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯�<^<G<¯Dw

lP`uQ^O¯nPI¯tQGI`¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯Êln`h¯<n¯�·��Ëµ

LEARN MORE

0PI¯tQGI`Õl¯P`ln¯kINIkl¯n`¯!<^<Q]`¯nuQEI¯Ê!<^<Q]`¯
<kl¯<^G¯nPI¯!<^<Q]`¯
<nPnoD¯�`]hInQnQ`^Ë¸

!<^<Q]`¯Ql¯<¯l]<\\¯EQnw¯Q^¯
kQnQlP¯�`\o]DQ<¶¯^I<k¯6<^E`otIk¯�l\<^Gµ¯�\l`¶¯<\Ikn¯lnoGI^nl¯]QOPn

^`nQEI¯nP<n¯uPI^¯nPI¯P`ln¯]I^nQ`^l¯]``lI¶¯PI¯lP`ul¯<^¯Q]<OI¯`N¯<^¯I\[¯Dw¯]Qln<[Iµ

Slide 4: �l[·¯What makes Canada an interesting country to

study? +k`tQGI¯�¯]Q^onI¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nok^¯<^G¯n<\[¯uQnP¯<

^IQOPD`k¯n`¯GQlEoll¯nPIQk¯nP`oOPnlµ

Investigating Sources (25 minutes)

INTRODUCE PURPOSE AND PROCESS

Slide 5: 0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯olI¯nPI¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯/`okEIl

k`onQ^I¯n`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯�<^<G<µ

#DlIktI¯nPI¯`kO<^Qz<nQ`^¶¯PI<GQ^Ol¶¯<^G¯Q]<OIl¯Q^¯<^

<knQE\I¯<D`on¯�<^<G<µ

.I<G¯n`¯{^G¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯<knQE\I¯n`¯kIE`kGµ

�l¯<¯E\<ll¶¯E`^^IEn¯uP<n¯ItIkwD`Gw¯P<l¯\I<k^IGµ

OBSERVE THE DOCUMENT’S FEATURES

BUILD LITERACY

�`^lQGIk¯{kln¯kI<GQ^O¯nPI¯nIvn¯n`¯lnoGI^nlµ¯0PI^¶¯P<tI¯lnoGI^nl¯G`¯<¯lIE`^G¯kI<G¯`N¯nPI¯nIvn¯n`

E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯\Ill`^¯n<l[µ

Slide 6: 
QlnkQDonI¯nPI¯Canada¯<^G¯Canada Notes Organizer

P<^G`onlµ  `GI\¯P`u¯n`¯hkItQIu¯<¯G`Eo]I^n¯Dw¯`DlIktQ^O

PI<GQ^Ol¯<^G¯Q]<OIlµ¯.I<G¯<\`oG¯I<EP¯`N¯nPI¯PI<GQ^Ol·
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SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS

/noGI^nl¯uP`¯u`o\G¯DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯lE<NN`\GQ^O¯E<^¯olI¯nPIMexico (Chunked Text)¶¯uPQEP

hk`tQGIl¯nPI¯l<]I¯nIvn¯Q^¯]`kI¯E`]hkIPI^lQD\I¯EPo^[lµ¯/]<\\Ik¯<]`o^nl¯`N¯nIvn¯lohh`kn¯kI<GIkl

Dw¯N`EolQ^O¯nPI]¯`^¯I<EP¯QGI<¯l`¯nPIw¯E<^¯]`kI¯INNIEnQtI\w¯QGI^nQNw¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\lµ

READ THE DOCUMENT

Slide 7: �vh\<Q^¯nPI¯Ò.I<GÓ¯lnIh¯`N¯nPI¯k`onQ^Iµ¯/noGI^nl

lP`o\G¯DIOQ^¯Dw¯kIE`kGQ^O¯nPI¯Ò�<ln¯�<EnlÓ¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯`^

nPI¯{kln¯h<OI¯`N¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ¯0PI^¶¯nPIw¯lP`o\G¯EP``lI¯`^I

Q]h`kn<^n¯QGI<¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯<^G¯ukQnI¯Qn¯o^GIk¯nPI

]<nEPQ^O¯PI<GQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯lIE`^G¯h<OI¯`N¯nPI¯P<^G`onµ¯0PIQk

^`nIl¯lP`o\G¯^`n¯DI¯E`]h\InI¯lI^nI^EIlµ

/noGI^nl¯]<w¯u`k[¯Q^¯h<Qkl¯n`¯{^G¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¶

Don¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯uQ\\¯E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯`u^¯`kO<^QzIkµ

CONNECT TO OUR QUESTION

Slide 8: /¯+o\\¯nPI¯E\<ll¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯uP<n¯nPIw

\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯nPI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯�<^<G<µ

.I<G¯nPI¯n`hQEl¯Nk`]¯n`h¯n`¯D`nn`]¯<^G¯<l[¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`

lP<kI¯<¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQE\Iµ¯1lI¯nPI¯Canada Notes

Organizer (Teacher Version)¯n`¯OoQGI¯nPQl¯hk`EIllµ
oQ\G¯`^

nPI¯Iv<]h\Il¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯`NNIk¯n`¯kIQ^N`kEI¯uP<n¯]<[Il¯<

[Iw¯GIn<Q\µ¯/noGI^nl¯uP`¯lnQ\\¯P<tI¯]QllQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E<^

E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯^`nIl¯<n¯nPQl¯nQ]Iµ

�`\\IEn¯nPI¯E`]h\InIG¯^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIklµ¯0PIw¯uQ\\¯DI¯olIG

<O<Q^¯Q^¯�Ill`^¯��µ

BUILD LITERACY

0<[I¯EoIl¯Nk`]¯w`ok

GQlnkQEnÕl¯\QnIk<Ew¯hk`Ok<]

N`k¯Q^lnkoEnQ`^¯`^¯^`nIÆ

n<[Q^Oµ¯0PI¯IllI^nQ<\¯l[Q\\¯Ql

n`¯QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯uQnP`on

E`hwQ^O¯nIvn¯u`kG¯N`k¯u`kGµ

#^I¯u<w¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯G`

nPQl¯Ql¯n`¯ukQnI¯[Iw¯QGI<l¯<^G

GIn<Q\l¯<^G¯nPI^¯olI¯nP`lI

n`¯ukQnI¯nPIQk¯`u^¯lI^nI^EIl

\<nIkµ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Canada Notes Organizer (Teacher Version)


QkIEnQ`^l· Identify key details from the “Fast Facts” section and record them

in the chart below.

Fast Facts Notes

#N{EQ<\¯!<]I

Canada

�`k]¯`N

�`tIk^]I^n

federal parliamentary state

�<hQn<\

Ottawa

+`ho\<nQ`^¯/QzI

41 million people

#N{EQ<\

�<^Oo<OIÊlË

English and French

Lesson 15: Canada

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Directions: Choose one important idea from each section below and write it

on the lines.

Geography:

�n¯Ql¯nPI¯lIE`^GÆ\<kOIln¯E`o^nkw¯Q^¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ

�n¯P<l¯]<^w¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯\<[Il¶¯kQtIkl¶¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯h\<Q^l¶¯<^G¯t<\\Iwlµ

�n¯IvnI^Gl¯Q^n`¯nPI¯�kEnQE¶¯uPQEP¯Ql¯E`tIkIG¯Dw¯l^`u¯<^G¯QEw¯O\<EQIklµ

People and Culture:

�n¯P<l¯<¯\<kOI¯\<^G¯]<ll¯Don¯<¯kI\<nQtI\w¯l]<\\¯h`ho\<nQ`^µ

�Qkln¯!<nQ`^l¯hI`h\I¯\QtI¯`^¯nk<GQnQ`^<\¯\<^Gl¯<^G¯Q^¯EQnQIlµ

 <^w¯�<^<GQ<^l¯<kI¯GIlEI^G<^nl¯`N¯
kQnQlP¯<^G¯�kI^EP¯Q]]QOk<^nlµ

�]h`kn<^n¯I\I]I^nl¯`N¯Eo\nokI¯Q^E\oGI¯�Qkln¯!<nQ`^l¯<kn¯<^G¯lh`knl¯\Q[I¯\<Ek`llI¯<^G¯P`E[Iwµ

Nature:

�^¯nPI¯N`kIlnl¶¯nPIkI¯<kI¯DI<kl¶¯]``lI¶¯u`\tIl¶¯DI<tIkl¶¯GIIk¶¯]`o^n<Q^¯\Q`^l¶¯DQOP`k^¯lPIIh¶¯k<EE``^l¶¯<^G

k<DDQnlµ

#^¯nPI¯hk<QkQI¶¯nPIkI¯<kI¯]o\I¯GIIk¶¯hk`^OP`k^¯<^nI\`hI¶¯<^G¯DQl`^µ

�^¯nPI¯�kEnQE¯no^Gk<¶¯nPIkI¯<kI¯h`\<k¯DI<kl¶¯N`vIl¶¯<^G¯E<kQD`oµ

/`]I¯<^Q]<\¯h`ho\<nQ`^l¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯P<tI¯DII^¯Pokn¯Dw¯Po]<^¯Po^nQ^O¯<^G¯{lPQ^Oµ

Government and Economy:

0PI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯Ql¯<¯NIGIk<\¯h<k\Q<]I^n<kw¯GI]`Ek<Ew¶¯<^G¯nPI¯\I<GIk¯Ql¯nPI¯hkQ]I¯]Q^QlnIkµ

0PI¯[Q^O¯`k¯joII^¯`N¯
kQn<Q^¯Ql¯nPI¯PI<G¯`N¯ln<nIµ

!<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯Q^E\oGI¯{lP¶¯Nokl¶¯<^G¯<OkQEo\nokIµ

�Iw¯h<knl¯`N¯nPI¯IE`^`]w¯<kI¯N<k]Q^O¶¯]<^oN<EnokQ^O¶¯<^G¯lIktQEIlµ

History:

�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯`N¯�<^<G<¯P<tI¯\QtIG¯Q^¯nPI¯kIOQ`^¯N`k¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<klµ

�k`o^G¯����¯��¶¯6Q[Q^O¯Ivh\`kIkl¯<kkQtIG¯Don¯GQG¯^`n¯lInn\I¯nPIkIµ

�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯�<^<G<¯u<l¯E`\`^QzIG¯Dw¯nPI¯�kI^EP¯<^G¯
kQnQlPµ

�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯
kQn<Q^¯u`^¯nPI¯�kI^EP¯<^G¯�^GQ<^¯7<k¯<^G¯n``[¯EP<kOI¯`N¯�<^<G<µ

�^¯����¶¯�<^<G<¯DIE<]I¯<^¯Q^GIhI^GI^n¯E`o^nkw¯Nk`]¯
kQn<Q^µ

Lesson 15: Canada

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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LESSON 16

Physical Geography of Mexico and Canada

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯nI\\¯`nPIkl¯<D`on¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

�GI^nQNw¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ

1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯GIn<Q\l¯<^G¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]

nPI¯kIlI<kEP¯OoQGIl¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯<^G¯ukQnI

[Iw¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

�^¯nPQl¯\Ill`^¶¯lnoGI^nl¯DIOQ^¯E`^GoEnQ^O¯GIIhIk¯kIlI<kEP¯`^

IQnPIk¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ¯1lQ^O¯<¯kIlI<kEP¯OoQGI¯`N¯nPIQk

<llQO^IG¯E`o^nkw¶¯nPIw¯QGI^nQNw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`N¯Q^nIkIln¯<D`on

nPI¯E`o^nkwÕl¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯Q^¯<^

`kO<^QzIkµ¯�^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯\Ill`^¶¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯QGI^nQNw

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`N¯Q^nIkIln¯<D`on¯nPIQk¯<llQO^IG¯E`o^nkwÕl¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPwµ¯0Pk`oOP¯nPQl¯hk`EIll¶¯lnoGI^nl¯O<Q^¯IvhIkQI^EI

uQnP¯^`nI¯n<[Q^O¯Q^¯hkIh<k<nQ`^¯N`k¯<¯hkIlI^n<nQ`^¯`^¯nPIQk

<llQO^IG¯E`o^nkwµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯7µ�µ�

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 16 Slide Deck

Mexico Research Guide

(Key Details) Scaffolded

Student Slide Deck

Canada Research Guide

(Key Details) Scaffolded

Student Slide Deck

Research Project Graphic

Organizer

Geography of Mexico

Research Guide

Geography of Canada

Research Guide

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

�P``lI¯<¯�`o^nkw¯`N¯�^nIkIln ��

�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯/`okEIl ��
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Mexico Research Guide (Key Details) Scaffolded Student Slide Deck: Supports students

with a condensed summary of the Mexico Research Guide’s key ideas.

Canada Research Guide (Key Details) Scaffolded Student Slide Deck: Supports students

with a condensed summary of the Canada Research Guide’s key ideas.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Ask students to scan the images in the scaffolded student slide deck, and choose two of

interest for physical features, and two of interest for plants and animals. Highlight the text

that relates to the images students chose. Ask students to read the highlighted text out

loud, and help clarify words they don’t know. Ask students to record a simple version of the

text in their organizer.

Look Fors: Students may record sentence fragments.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Ask students to scan the images in the scaffolded student slide deck, and choose two of

interest for physical features, and two of interest for plants and animals. Highlight the text

that relates to the images students chose. Ask students to record a simple version of the

text in their organizer.

Look Fors: Students should record bullet points or simple sentences.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide the scaffolded student slide deck. Students can use the picture cues to locate text

of interest. Ask students to take notes on the selected text.

Look Fors: Students should record facts and details that can be used to create simple and

complex sentences later.

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Ensure students have access to their completed notes organizers on Mexico and Canada from the

previous two lessons.

If students do not have individual access to digital devices, print the slides from the Student Slide

Decks. You may wish to laminate them for repeated use. Be aware that some image details may

be lost in printing.

Some students take a bit longer than one class period for their notetaking in this lesson. Consider

extending the work into a WIN block if necessary.
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Choose a Country of Interest (10 minutes)

INTRODUCE PURPOSE AND PROCESS

Slide 2: Review the Supporting Question:

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?

Remind students that they will be creating a short research

project on either Mexico or Canada. Their project will be in

the form of a slide deck. They will use their slide deck to tell a

friend why they should visit that country.

Slide 3: Ask students to choose the country they would like

to research in more depth. Provide a minute for students to

scan their notes on their organizers for Mexico and Canada

(see Advance Preparation), then direct them to move to a

side of the room to indicate their choice: Mexico on one side,

Canada on the other.

Use this visual representation of the number of students

choosing each country to organize them into balanced

groups. Ask students who are ambivalent about their choice

to help you make equal groups by moving to the other side

of the room.

Encourage students to base their decisions on the topic and

not on where their friends are standing. There will be both

independent work and partner work during this project.

Slide 4: Distribute a Research Project Graphic Organizer to

each student. Explain that while they are working

independently, you will ask small groups to go to the Inquiry

Chart and select a question about the country they chose.

This should be a question that they think will help them

explain why someone should visit that country. More than

one student can choose the same question.

Ask students to write their question in the space provided on

the Research Project Graphic Organizer. Explain that they

will answer this question at the end of the project.
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Investigating Sources (20 minutes)

OBSERVE THE DOCUMENT’S FEATURES

Slide 5: #^EI¯lnoGI^nl¯kInok^¯n`¯nPIQk¯lI<nl¶¯GQlnkQDonI¯nPI

Geography of Mexico Research Guide¯`k¯Geography of

Canada Research Guide¯<EE`kGQ^O¯n`¯lnoGI^nlÕ¯EP`QEIlµ

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯lEk`\\¯`k¯|Qh¯nPI¯h<OIl¯n`¯\``[¯N`k¯nPI¯PI<GQ^O

+PwlQE<\¯�I`Ok<hPw¯Ê+PwlQE<\¯�I<nokIl¶¯+\<^nl¯<^G¯�^Q]<\lË

<^G¯�o]<^¯�I`Ok<hPw¯Ê�E`^`]w¶¯�o\nokIË

Slide 6: �I\h¯lnoGI^nl¯\`E<nI¯nPI¯lIEnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯.IlI<kEP

�oQGI¯`^¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPwµ¯+kItQIu¯nP<n¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯DI

\``[Q^O¯N`k¯nu`¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¶¯<^G

nu`¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

READ THE DOCUMENT

Slides 7–8: /P`u¯nPI¯{kln¯nu`¯lIEnQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯`kO<^QzIkµ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPIkI¯Ql¯lh<EI¯n`¯kIE`kG¯nu`¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯hPwlQE<\

NI<nokIl <^G¯nu`¯<D`on¯h\<^nl¯<^G¯<^Q]<\lµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

0PI¯.IlI<kEP¯�oQGIl¯<kI

<\l`¯hk`tQGIG¯<l¯lE<NN`\GIG

l\QGI¯GIE[l¯ÊMexico

Research Guide (Key

Details) Scaffolded Student

Slide Deck¯<^G¯Canada

Research Guide (Key

Details) Scaffolded Student

Slide DeckË¯n`¯lohh`kn

lnoGI^nl¯uP`¯u`o\G¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯]`kI¯Q]<OIl¯<^G¯\Ill

nIvnµ

+k`tQGI¯GQkIEnQ`^lµ¯/<w·

.I<G¯nPI¯lIEnQ`^¯\<DI\IG¯Ò+<kn¯�·¯+PwlQE<\¯�I`Ok<hPwÓ

Q^¯w`ok¯.IlI<kEP¯�oQGIµ¯/n`h¯uPI^¯w`o¯lII¯<¯PI<GQ^O

nP<n¯l<wl¯Ò+<kn¯�·¯�o]<^¯�I`Ok<hPwµÓ

.I<G¯+<kn¯�¯<O<Q^µ¯0PQl¯nQ]I¶¯ukQnI¯G`u^¯nu`¯N<Enl

<D`on¯hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯<^G¯nu`¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯h\<^nl

<^G¯<^Q]<\l¯nP<n¯w`o¯{^G¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯<^G¯u`o\G¯\Q[I

n`¯lP<kI¯uQnP¯`nPIkl¯uPI^¯hkIlI^nQ^Oµ

1lI¯w`ok¯`u^¯u`kGl¯n`¯ukQnI¯nPI¯N<Enl¯Q^¯w`ok

`kO<^QzIkµ

+k`tQGI¯nQ]I¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯u`k[¯`^¯nPIQk¯^`nIÆn<[Q^Oµ

CONNECT TO OUR QUESTION

Slide 9: �l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nok^¯<^G¯n<\[¯uQnP¯<¯^IQOPD`k¯<D`on

`^I¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯N<En¯nPIw¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯nPI¯hPwlQE<\

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯nPIw¯kIlI<kEPIG¯n`G<wµ

LEARN MORE

0PI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlÆ IvQE`Æ

�<^<G<¯�OkII]I^n

Ê1/ ��Ë¶¯]I^nQ`^IG¯Q^

D`nP¯.IlI<kEP¯�oQGIl¯<^G

D`nP¯lE<NN`\GIG¯l\QGI¯GIE[l¶

Ql¯oh¯N`k¯<¯Y`Q^n¯kItQIu¯Q^

�o\w¯����¯<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nol

E`o\G¯EP<^OI¯<n¯nP<n¯nQ]Iµ
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LESSON 17

Human Geography of Mexico and Canada

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯nI\\¯`nPIkl¯<D`on¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

�GI^nQNw¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯nPI¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯ IvQE`¯`k¯�<^<G<µ

1lI¯lhIEQ{E¯GIn<Q\l¯<^G¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]

nPI¯kIlI<kEP¯OoQGIl¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯<^G¯ukQnI

[Iw¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

LESSON OVERVIEW

/noGI^nl¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯u`k[¯`^¯nPIQk¯kIlI<kEP¶¯nPQl¯nQ]I

N`EolQ^O¯`^¯nPI¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯IQnPIk¯ IvQE`¯`k

�<^<G<µ¯0PIw¯QGI^nQNw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`N¯Q^nIkIln¯<D`on¯nPI

IE`^`]w¯<^G¯Eo\nokI¯<^G¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯Q^¯<^¯`kO<^QzIkµ

0Pk`oOP¯nPQl¯hk`EIll¶¯lnoGI^nl¯O<Q^¯IvhIkQI^EI¯uQnP¯^`nI

n<[Q^O¯Q^¯hkIh<k<nQ`^¯N`k¯<¯hkIlI^n<nQ`^¯`^¯nPIQk¯<llQO^IG

E`o^nkwµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯7µ�µ�

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 17 Slide Deck

Mexico Research Guide

(Key Details) Scaffolded

Student Slide Deck

Canada Research Guide

(Key Details) Scaffolded

Student Slide Deck

Research Project Graphic

Organizer

Geography of Mexico

Research Guide

Geography of Canada

Research Guide

VOCABULARY

Eo\nokI

IE`^`]w

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time


oQ\G¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\ �

�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯/`okEIl ��
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KFpX2EPVWVfRC_Oz7G_1QykoZSOav1-JILwpuAxxo50/edit?slide=id.g377f32d579f_0_0#slide=id.g377f32d579f_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aBC97Mt5032BL1e9HVkj-WAvSRevFaG0-hfKXq0a2w8/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aBC97Mt5032BL1e9HVkj-WAvSRevFaG0-hfKXq0a2w8/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Bs4sb5NdNGnpgFIc8RGSGinfW_tmkiOIYh7FJKKLLko/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Bs4sb5NdNGnpgFIc8RGSGinfW_tmkiOIYh7FJKKLLko/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Bs4sb5NdNGnpgFIc8RGSGinfW_tmkiOIYh7FJKKLLko/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L16.SH%20-%20Research%20Project%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L16.SH%20-%20Research%20Project%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L16.LRC%20-%20Geography%20of%20Mexico%20Research%20Guide.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L16.LRC%20-%20Geography%20of%20Mexico%20Research%20Guide.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L16.LRC%20-%20Geography%20of%20Canada%20Research%20Guide.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L16.LRC%20-%20Geography%20of%20Canada%20Research%20Guide.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Mexico Research Guide (Key Details) Scaffolded Student Slide Deck: Supports students

with a condensed summary of the Mexico Research Guide’s key ideas.

Canada Research Guide (Key Details) Scaffolded Student Slide Deck: Supports students

with a condensed summary of the Canada Research Guide’s key ideas.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

From the scaffolded slide deck, have students choose two images of physical features and

two of plants and animals. Highlight the text related to those images and clarify words

students don’t know. Have them record a simple version of the text in their organizer.

Look Fors: Students may record sentence fragments.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

From the scaffolded slide deck, have students choose two images of physical features and

two of plants and animals. Highlight the text related to those images and have them

record a simple version of the text in their organizer.

Look Fors: Students may record bullet points or simple sentences.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide the scaffolded student slide deck. Students can use the picture cues to locate text

of interest. Ask students to take notes on the selected text.

Look Fors: Students should record facts and details that can be used to create simple and

complex sentences later.

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Some students may take longer than one class period for this lesson’s notetaking. Consider

extending the work into WIN time.

Build the Word Wall (5 minutes)

Slide 2: Review the Supporting Question:

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?
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�^¯nPQl¯\Ill`^¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯E`^nQ^oI¯n`¯kIlI<kEP¯nPIQk

<llQO^IG¯E`o^nkwµ¯0PI¯N`Eol¯n`G<w¯uQ\\¯DI¯`^¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPwµ

Slide 3: �^nk`GoEI¯<¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯IE`^`]wµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯IE`^`]w

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯7PI^¯hI`h\I¯EkI<nI¯hk`GoEnl

olQ^O¯]<nIkQ<\l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯\<^G¶¯nPIw¯<kI¯n<[Q^O¯h<kn¯Q^

nPI¯IE`^`]wµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·¯Ê^`o^Ë¯nPI

lwlnI]¯`N¯hk`GoEQ^O¶¯lI\\Q^O¶¯<^G¯DowQ^O¯O``Gl¯<^G

lIktQEIl

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

Slide 4: �^nk`GoEI¯<^`nPIk¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG·¯Eo\nokIµ

/<w¯nPI¯u`kG·¯Eo\nokI

1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^¯E`^nIvn·¯ olQE¶¯N<]Q\w¯EI\IDk<nQ`^l¶

<^G¯N``G¯<kI¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h<knl¯`N¯ IvQE<^¯Eo\nokIµ

/P<kI¯nPI¯lnoGI^nÆNkQI^G\w¯GI{^QnQ`^·Ê^`o^Ë¯nPI

[^`u\IGOI¶¯DI\QINl¶¯<^G¯u<w¯`N¯\QNI¯lP<kIG¯Dw¯<¯Ok`oh

`N¯hI`h\Iµ

�^O<OI¯uQnP¯nPI¯u`kG·¯/`]I¯`hnQ`^l¯Q^E\oGI¯Q^tQnQ^O

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<GGQnQ`^<\¯Iv<]h\Il¶¯kIln<nI¯nPI

GI{^QnQ`^¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGl¶¯`k¯<^luIk¯<¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯nPI¯u`kGµ¯�^E`ok<OI¯]o\nQ\Q^Oo<\¯\I<k^Ikl¯n`

nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯Q^n`¯nPIQk¯P`]I¯\<^Oo<OIµ

�GG¯nPI¯u`kG¯n`¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\µ

TEACHING TIP

Students learned about

goods and services in

second grade social studies.

To help activate this prior

knowledge, ask students

what activities they

remember about how

communities make choices

about what to buy and sell

and choices about

spending and saving .

Students may also recall

discussions about natural

resources and that people

are resources too.

Investigating Sources (25 minutes)

INTRODUCE PURPOSE AND PROCESS

Slide 5: �vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯n`G<w¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯nok^¯nPI¯N`Eol¯`N

nPIQk¯kIlI<kEP¯n`¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ¯�l[¯nPI]¯n`¯n<[I¯`on

nPIQk¯.IlI<kEP¯�oQGI¯<^G¯`kO<^QzIk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯hkItQ`ol¯\Ill`^µ
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Explain that in this lesson they will look for two interesting

facts about the human geography of the country they have

been researching.

OBSERVE THE DOCUMENT’S FEATURES

Show students Part 2 of the Research Guide. Point out the

two parts of this section on human geography: Economy and

Culture.

READ THE DOCUMENT

Slides 6–7: Point out the second two sections of the

organizer. Explain that there is space to record two facts

about the Economy and two facts about Culture.

Provide directions. Say:

.I<G¯nPI¯lIEnQ`^¯\<DI\IG¯Ò+<kn¯�·¯�o]<^¯�I`Ok<hPwµÓ

.I<G¯+<kn¯�¯<O<Q^µ¯0PQl¯nQ]I¶¯ukQnI¯G`u^¯nu`¯N<Enl

<D`on¯nPI¯IE`^`]w¯<^G¯nu`¯N<Enl¯<D`on¯Eo\nokI¯nP<n

w`o¯{^G¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯<^G¯u`o\G¯\Q[I¯n`¯lP<kI¯uQnP

`nPIkl¯uPI^¯hkIlI^nQ^Oµ

1lI¯w`ok¯`u^¯u`kGl¯n`¯ukQnI¯nPI¯N<Enl¯Q^¯w`ok

`kO<^QzIkµ

Provide time for students to work on their note taking.

CONNECT TO OUR QUESTION

Slide 8: Ask students to turn and talk with a neighbor to

share one interesting fact they learned about the human

geography of the country they researched today.

LEARN MORE

0PI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlÆ IvQE`Æ

�<^<G<¯�OkII]I^n

Ê1/ ��Ë¶¯]I^nQ`^IG¯Q^

D`nP¯.IlI<kEP¯�oQGIl¯<^G

D`nP¯lE<NN`\GIG¯l\QGI¯GIE[l¶

Ql¯oh¯N`k¯<¯Y`Q^n¯kItQIu¯Q^

�o\w¯����¯<^G¯Qnl¯ln<nol

E`o\G¯EP<^OI¯<n¯nP<n¯nQ]Iµ

CULTURAL COMPETENCE

/noGI^nl¯uP`¯<kI¯\I<k^Q^O¯<D`on¯�<^<G<¯uQ\\¯kI<G¯<D`on¯D<^^`E[¶¯<¯h`ho\<k¯|<n¯DkI<G¯<]`^O

]<^w¯Eo\nokIl¯Q^¯�<^<G<µ¯
<^^`E[¯E`]Il¯Nk`]¯/E`nnQlP¯EoQlQ^I¯<^G¯u<l¯Dk`oOPn¯Dw¯Nok¯nk<GIkl¯n`

�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯�<^<G<µ¯0PI¯GIIhIk¯PQln`kw¯Q^t`\tIl¯nPI¯Q]h<En¯E`\`^QzIkl¯E<^¯P<tI¯`^¯nPI

EoQlQ^I¯`N¯nPI¯E`\`^QzIGµ¯0`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¶¯kI<G¯Bannock¯Nk`]¯nPI¯�<^<GQ<^¯�^EwE\`hIGQ<µ
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LESSON 18

Putting Together a Presentation

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Synthesize key information about the

geography of Mexico or Canada.

Engage in collaborative discussions using

transition words to link ideas from multiple

sources.

LESSON OVERVIEW

In this lesson, students put together their research on either

Mexico or Canada and create a slide deck presentation to tell

others about the physical geography and human geography

of the country they studied. Student slide decks include text

and images that they can use to tell others about the

population, physical features, plants and animals, economy,

and culture.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 2, PS 4, PS 6, 4.T1.3, W.4.7, W.4.8

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 18 Slide Deck

Mexico Student Slide

Deck

Canada Student Slide

Deck

Mexico Images Student

Slide Deck

Canada Images Student

Slide Deck

Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart

Cluster 3 Inquiry Chart

(Teacher Version)

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Project Setup 10

Putting It Together 20
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O24Ghhdbcx8cNPJP90AwItIW6M66wUH87FmMstuYhsM/edit?slide=id.g377f34433ff_0_0#slide=id.g377f34433ff_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1x2Zey7XULSPQhmz7lPxBvmspqHOwaDluwi_yVRHHxQ0/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1x2Zey7XULSPQhmz7lPxBvmspqHOwaDluwi_yVRHHxQ0/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_nusnIGv1RxiwGczydfWMrIirYeoM4_NBEbw9IHWqPY/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_nusnIGv1RxiwGczydfWMrIirYeoM4_NBEbw9IHWqPY/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Oo2x20yCa-Lci6HnXnWR4iBEdEKWmPnyp_HDZ7zE7yk/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/G4.U1.L13-20%20-%20Cluster%203%20Inquiry%20Chart.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/G4.U1.L13-20%20-%20Cluster%203%20Inquiry%20Chart%20%28Teacher%20Version%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/G4.U1.L13-20%20-%20Cluster%203%20Inquiry%20Chart%20%28Teacher%20Version%29.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Transition Words: Supports students when connecting ideas from more than one source

by providing multiple transition word options for categories such as �GGQ^O¯�^N`k]<nQ`^,

�v<]h\Il, and /o]]<kQzQ^O.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students who recorded sentence fragments when taking notes may need support with

using transition words to connect ideas into sentences. Show students the category of

transition words from the chart that will make sense for the facts they chose.

Look Fors: Students should connect two ideas with a transition word.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Students who recorded sentence fragments when taking notes may need support with

using transition words to connect ideas into sentences. Provide the chart of transition

words for students to choose words to complete their sentences.

Look Fors: Students should connect simple sentences into compound sentences.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Encourage students to combine simple sentences into compound sentences when

combining ideas from multiple resources.

Look Fors: Students should write compound or complex sentences.

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Familiarize yourself with the keyboard shortcut that students will use to copy a slide from one

slide deck to another slide deck.

This project involves each student creating a slide deck on a digital device. If 1:1 devices are not

available, each student can create a poster. They can draw the images, or use printouts of images

from the Mexico Images Student Slide Deck and the Canada Images Student Slide Deck.

Preview the instructions to determine if an extra class period will be required to complete the

projects.

Ensure that students have access to their completed organizers from Lessons 14, 15, 16, and 17.
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Project Setup (10 minutes)

SUMMARIZE OUR LEARNING AND SHARE OUR INITIAL

THINKING

Slides 2–3: Present the Inquiry Chart from the cluster launch

and remind students of the Supporting Question:

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?

Review what was learned in the cluster by reading aloud

each lesson summary in the “What did we do?” column. If

time allows, ask students for additional important activities

or experiences they remember from the cluster.

After reading aloud each summary of what they did, stop and

have students turn and talk to describe what they learned.

Ask volunteers to share what they learned in each lesson that

helps answer the Supporting Question. Write their responses

in the “What did we learn?” column.

SYNTHESIZE OUR IDEAS AND ANSWER THE SUPPORTING

QUESTION

Slide 4: Explain that students will synthesize the work they

have done on their organizers to create a slide deck

presentation. Say: Imagine that you have a friend who is

planning a trip to the country you studied.

Then ask: What should your friend know about the physical

geography? About the human geography?

Slide 5: Remind students that they have two completed

organizers that they can use to create their presentation: one

organizer from Lesson 14 (Mexico) or Lesson 15 (Canada) and

one organizer from Lessons 16 and 17 (notes from the

Research Guide).

The format of each organizer was designed to collect

information as it is presented in each resource. Now students

will need to synthesize information from both organizers.

Slides 6–7: Share the Mexico Student Slide Deck and Canada

Student Slide Deck links. Ask students to choose the one for

their country, open it on their device, and type their name in

the text box at the bottom of the third slide.
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Putting It Together (20 minutes)

Slides 8–9:¯�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nwhI¯nPI¯�<ln¯�<En

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^n`¯nPI¯EP<kn¯`^¯nPIQk¯^Ivn¯l\QGIµ¯0P<n

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯E<^¯DI¯N`o^G¯`^¯nPIQk¯`kO<^QzIk¯Nk`]¯�Ill`^¯��

`k¯��µ

Slide 10: �l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯kIE<\\¯nPI¯h`ho\<nQ`^¯]<h¯Nk`]¯nPI

�\olnIk¯�<o^EP¯\Ill`^µ

�<EQ\Qn<nI¯<¯0ok^¯<^G¯0<\[¯uQnP¯nPI¯hk`]hn·¯How does the

population of your chosen country compare with other

countries in North America?

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nwhI¯<¯kIlh`^lI¯Q^¯nPI¯D`v¯`^¯nPIQk¯l\QGIµ

Slide 11: 1lI¯nPI¯Iv<]h\I¯`^¯nPI¯l\QGI¯n`¯lP`u¯lnoGI^nl¯P`u

n`¯<GG¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯N<Enl¯n`¯nPI¯nIvn¯D`vIl¯`^¯I<EP¯l\QGIµ

0u`¯Q^nIkIlnQ^O¯N<Enl¯lP`o\G¯O`¯`^¯I<EP¯`N¯nPI¯N`ok¯l\QGIlµ

/noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯P<tI¯<\kI<Gw¯n<[I^¯^`nIl¯Q^¯nPIQk¯`u^¯u`kGlµ

/noGI^nl¯^IIG¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯]o\nQh\I¯l`okEIlµ

 <[I¯lokI¯nPIw¯<kI¯olQ^O¯D`nP¯nPI¯`kO<^QzIk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯<knQE\I

<^G¯nPI¯`kO<^QzIk¯Nk`]¯nPI¯.IlI<kEP¯�oQGI¯n`¯EkI<nI¯nPI¯nIvn

N`k¯nPI¯l\QGIl¯Q^¯nPIQk¯l\QGI¯GIE[µ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

+k`tQGI¯nPI¯Transition

Words¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯uP`

u`o\G¯DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯lohh`kn

olQ^O¯nk<^lQnQ`^¯u`kGl¯n`

E`^^IEn¯QGI<lµ

Slide 12: /P<kI¯\Q^[l¯N`k¯nPI¯Mexico Images Student Slide

Deck¯<^G¯Canada Images Student Slide Deckµ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯EP``lI¯`^I¯l\QGI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯�]<OIl

/\QGI¯
IE[¯nP<n¯DIln¯]<nEPIl¯nPI¯nIvn¯`^¯I<EP¯l\QGI¯Q^¯nPIQk

hkIlI^n<nQ`^¯<^G¯<GG¯Qn¯<NnIk¯nPI¯l\QGI¯`N¯nIvnµ¯0PIw¯lP`o\G

lI\IEn¯<^G¯h<lnI¯N`ok¯Q]<OI¯l\QGIl¯Q^¯<\\µ

+k`tQGI¯OoQGIG¯hk<EnQEI¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯DIE`]I¯hk`{EQI^n

uQnP¯E`hwQ^O¯<¯l\QGI¯Nk`]¯`^I¯GIE[¯<^G¯h<lnQ^O¯Qn¯Q^n`

<^`nPIk¯GIE[µ

RETURN TO THE INQUIRY CHART

Slide 13: 
QkIEn¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯nPI¯{kln¯h<OI¯`N¯nPIQk¯kIlI<kEP

hk`YIEn¯`kO<^QzIk¶¯uPIkI¯nPIw¯uk`nI¯<¯joIlnQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI

�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯nP<n¯nPIw¯u`o\G¯\Q[I¯n`¯<^luIkµ

�l[¯nPI]¯n`¯nwhI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯\<ln¯l\QGI¯`N¯nPIQk

/noGI^n¯/\QGI¯
IE[µ

LEARN MORE

0PI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlÆ IvQE`Æ

�<^<G<¯�OkII]I^n

Ê1/ ��Ë¶¯uPQEP¯<hhI<kl¯Q^

nPI¯�<^<G<¯�]<OIl¯/noGI^n

/\QGI¯
IE[¶¯Ql¯oh¯N`k¯<¯Y`Q^n

kItQIu¯Q^¯�o\w¯����¯<^G¯Qnl

ln<nol¯E`o\G¯EP<^OI¯<n¯nP<n

nQ]Iµ
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Then request that they answer the question, using

knowledge that they obtained during their research. If they

are not able to answer the question, ask them to explain

what information they would need in order to answer it.

STAMP THE KEY LEARNING

Slide 14: Remind students that they have been collecting

evidence throughout this project to help them explain what

someone should see when visiting Mexico or Canada.

Ask students to make a claim based on their research.

Show the sentence stem on the slide that will help students

make a claim about the most important things to know

about Mexico or Canada.

Clarify that the claim should be based on the evidence in

their slide deck, not simply an opinion.
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LESSON 19

Formative Assessment

EQ How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North America?

SQ How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

Present a report on geography to a peer,

making a claim supported by evidence

about why Mexico or Canada is a great

place to visit.

Explain key features of the physical and

human geography of Mexico or Canada in a

presentation.

LESSON OVERVIEW

This Formative Assessment is the culmination of students’

work throughout Cluster 3. Students share their projects with

partners. The listener uses a “presentation response form” to

provide simple feedback to the presenter. The completed

slide decks and response forms are then assessed using a

standards-based rubric.

LESSON STANDARDS

PS 2, PS 4, PS 6, 4.T1.3, SL.4.1, W.4.7

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 19 Slide Deck

Presentation Response

Form

Formative Assessment

Rubric

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

Introduce the Formative Assessment 5

Formative Assessment 25
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Talk Moves Language and Literacy Builder: Supports formation of listening and speaking

moves during collaborative discussion.

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Choose a listening and speaking stem from the LLB that will help the student respond to a

peer’s presentation. Provide time to practice before the presentations. Encourage the

presenter to speak slowly in English to make language processing easier for the listener.

Look Fors: Students should use simple sentences with a sentence stem.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Have students choose a listening and speaking stem from the LLB to focus their

communications. Encourage the presenter to speak slowly to make language processing

easier for the listener.

Look Fors: Students should use simple or compound sentences.

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

Provide the LLB and ask students to review the stems before starting the presentations.

Look Fors: Students should use compound or complex sentences.

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

Before the lesson, pair students who researched different countries.

Each student will need a digital device. If devices are in short supply, pairs can share one device.

Introduce the Formative Assessment (5

minutes)

Slide 2: Tell students that their presentations will help them

answer the Supporting Question:

How can we use geography to tell others about

Mexico and Canada?
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Slide 3:¯/In¯nPI¯IvhIEn<nQ`^l¯N`k¯nPI¯n<l[µ¯�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯I<EP

lnoGI^n¯uQ\\¯P<tI¯<¯nok^¯DIQ^O¯<¯hkIlI^nIk¯<^G¯<¯\QlnI^Ikµ

0PI¯hkIlI^nIk¯lhI<[l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯l\QGI¯GIE[µ¯0PI¯\QlnI^Ik¯olIl¯<

N`k]¯n`¯kIlh`^G¯uQnP¯<¯ln<nI]I^n¯<^G¯<¯joIlnQ`^µ¯0PI^¯nPI

k`\Il¯uQ\\¯DI¯kItIklIGµ

�^E`ok<OI¯h<Qkl¯n`¯GItI\`h¯<¯lQO^<\¯N`k¯uPI^¯nPI¯\QlnI^Ik

u`o\G¯\Q[I¯nPI¯lhI<[Ik¯n`¯h<olI¯l`¯nPI¯\QlnI^Ik¯E<^¯Q^joQkI¶

<GG¯`^¶¯`k¯EP<\\I^OI¯QGI<lµ

Slide 4: /I<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯nPIQk¯h<kn^Iklµ¯�l[¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n

n`¯`hI^¯nPIQk¯l\QGI¯GIE[¯`^¯nPIQk¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEIµ


QlnkQDonI¯<¯Presentation Response Form¯n`¯I<EP¯lnoGI^nµ

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯nPI¯N`k]¯uQ\\¯PI\h¯nPI]¯DI¯<EnQtI¯\QlnI^Iklµ

/noGI^nl¯E<^¯n<[I¯^`nIl¯<^wuPIkI¯`^¯nPI¯lPIIn¯DIN`kI

ukQnQ^O¯nPIQk¯ln<nI]I^n¯`k¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯nPI¯lh<EI¯hk`tQGIGµ

�I\h¯lnoGI^nl¯GIEQGI¯uP`¯uQ\\¯hkIlI^n¯{kln¯olQ^O¯Òk`E[Æ

h<hIkÆlEQll`klÓ¯`k¯<^`nPIk¯N<]Q\Q<k¯k`onQ^Iµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

�\\¯lnoGI^nl¯]<w¯DI^I{n

Nk`]¯olQ^O¯nPI¯Talk Moves

Language and Literacy

Builder¯n`¯PI\h¯lnkoEnokI

nPIQk¯E`^tIkl<nQ`^lµ¯1lI¯`N

nPQl¯n``\¯E`o\G¯PI\h¯lohh`kn

hk`GoEnQtI¯E`^tIkl<nQ`^l

GokQ^O¯nPI¯hkIlI^n<nQ`^l

Q^lnI<G¯`N¯Yoln¯<n¯nPI¯I^Gµ

Formative Assessment (25

minutes)

 <^<OI¯nPI¯nQ]I¯l`¯nP<n¯D`nP¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI

Ijo<\¯`hh`kno^QnQIl¯n`¯hkIlI^nµ¯�`\\IEn¯nPI

Presentation Response Form¯<^G¯nPI¯l\QGI¯GIE[l¯<n¯nPI

I^G¯`N¯nPI¯\Ill`^µ¯1lI¯nPI¯Formative Assessment

Rubric¯N`k¯OoQG<^EI¯`^¯<llIllQ^O¯D`nP¯hk`GoEnlµ
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LESSON 20

Unit Synthesis

EQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

SQ �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`¯nI\\¯`nPIkl¯<D`on¯ IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¼

LEARNING OBJECTIVE LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE

1lI¯nPI¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯�P<kn¯<^G

�^joQkw¯�P<knl¯n`¯QGI^nQNw¯Q]h`kn<^n

n<[I<u<w¯\I<k^Q^Ol¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¯`N¯nPI

o^Qnµ

/P<kI¯[Iw¯QGI<l¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¯<^G¯olI

GIn<Q\l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯o^QnÕl

�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^¯Q^¯<¯E\<ll¯GQlEollQ`^µ

LESSON OVERVIEW

�^¯nPQl¯lw^nPIlQl¯\Ill`^¶¯lnoGI^nl¯kI|IEn¯`^¯uP<n¯nPIw¯P<tI

\I<k^IG¯nPk`oOP`on¯nPI¯o^Qnµ¯0PIw¯kItQlQn¯nPIQk¯�^joQkw¯�P<knl

n`¯GQlEoll¯<^G¯QGI^nQNw¯`^I¯DQO¯n<[I<u<w¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIkµ

0PIw¯nPI^¯kItQlQn¯nPI¯o^QnÕl¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯�P<knµ

/noGI^nl¯E`^lQGIk¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How can we use

geography to describe the land and people of North

America? <^G¯<^luIk¯joIlnQ`^l¯Nk`]¯nPI¯7`^GIk¯E`\o]^µ

0PI¯\Ill`^¯E\`lIl¯uQnP¯<^¯`hnQ`^<\¯�`^nI^n¯�llIll]I^n¯`k

|IvQD\I¯kItQIu¯nQ]Iµ

LESSON STANDARDS

+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯+/¯�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯/�µ�µ�

See full text of standards in the Cluster Overview.

MATERIALS

Lesson 20 Slide Deck

�Ill`^¯�·¯1^Qn¯�¯�^`u¯<^G

7`^GIk¯�P<kn

1^Qn¯�¶¯�\olnIkl¯�Ç�¯�^joQkw

�P<knl

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Component Time

.ItQlQn¯nPI¯1^QnÕl¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^ ��

�\IvQD\I¯.ItQIu¯`k¯�llIll]I^n¯0Q]I ��

#hnQ`^<\¯�vnI^lQ`^·¯�`^nI^n¯�llIll]I^n ��
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+\<^¯N`k¯�^O\QlP¯�I<k^Ik¯/oEEIll

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lE<NN`\Gl¯E<^¯lohh`kn¯<\\¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯<EPQItQ^O¯nPI¯\Ill`^¯`DYIEnQtIl·

Connect Language and Literacy Builder (3-5)·¯/ohh`knl¯\Q^[Q^O¯uP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯\I<k^IG¯Q^

nPI¯o^Qn¯n`¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯<^G¯/ohh`knQ^O¯-oIlnQ`^lµ

0PI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯lnk<nIOQIl¯E<^¯PI\h¯lnoGI^nl¯<n¯GQNNIkI^n¯hk`{EQI^Ew¯\ItI\l¯<EPQItI¯nPI¯\Ill`^

`DYIEnQtIl·

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

+<Qk¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯<¯\<^Oo<OIÆhk`{EQI^n¯hIIk¯N`k¯nPI¯GQlEollQ`^µ¯+k`tQGI¯Nk<]Il¯Nk`]¯nPI

��
¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯olI¯Q^¯nPI¯lw^nPIlQl¯GQlEollQ`^µ

�``[¯�`kl· #k<\¯kIlh`^lIl¯lP`o\G¯olI¯nPI¯lnkoEnokIl¯hk`tQGIG¯Q^¯nPI¯��
¯<^G¯Q^E\oGI

lQ]h\I¯I\<D`k<nQ`^¯`N¯QGI<lµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

+<Qk¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯<¯\<^Oo<OIÆhk`{EQI^n¯hIIk¯N`k¯nPI¯GQlEollQ`^µ¯�^E`ok<OI¯lnoGI^nl¯n`

EP``lI¯kI\It<^n¯Nk<]Il¯Nk`]¯nPI¯��
µ

�``[¯�`kl· #k<\¯kIlh`^lIl¯lP`o\G¯Q^E\oGI¯lQ]h\I¯lI^nI^EIl¯olQ^O¯nPI¯EP`lI^¯joIlnQ`^

lnI]l¯<^G¯l`]I¯I\<D`k<nQ`^¯`N¯QGI<lµ

�^O\QlP¯+k`{EQI^Ew¯�ItI\l¯�Æ�·

/noGI^nl¯lP`o\G¯kI<GQ\w¯h<knQEQh<nI¯Q^¯nPI¯GQlEollQ`^lµ¯/noGI^nl¯]<w¯EP``lI¯n`¯olI¯nPI¯��


uPI^¯u`k[Q^O¯`^¯kIlh`^lIlµ

�``[¯�`kl· #k<\¯kIlh`^lIl¯lP`o\G¯olI¯GIn<Q\IG¯<^G¯E`]h`o^G¯lI^nI^EIl¶¯uQnP¯<¯t<kQInw¯`N

I\<D`k<nQ`^l¯`N¯QGI<lµ

�
6�!��¯+.�+�.�0�#!

�^lokI¯nP<n¯nPI¯�^`u¯<^G¯7`^GIk¯�P<kn¯<^G¯nPI¯�^joQkw¯�P<knl¯N`k¯�\olnIkl¯�Ç�¯N`k¯I<EP¯E\<ll

hIkQ`G¯<kI¯<EEIllQD\I¯n`¯lnoGI^nlµ

Revisit the Unit’s Essential Question (20

minutes)

Slide 2: Remind students of the unit’s Essential Question:

How can we use geography to describe the land

and people of North America?
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�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯DI¯u`k[Q^O¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPQl¯joIlnQ`^

Q^¯n`G<wÕl¯GQlEollQ`^¯<^G¯\<nIk¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯/o]]<nQtI

�llIll]I^nµ

Slide 3:¯�<EQ\Qn<nI¯<¯kI|IEnQ`^¯`^¯uP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯\I<k^IG

nPk`oOP¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

#kO<^QzI¯lnoGI^nl¯Q^¯h<Qkl¯n`¯kItQIu¯nPI¯Unit 1 Inquiry

Charts¯Nk`]¯�\olnIkl¯�Ç�µ¯�`k¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¶¯<l[·¯What’s one big

idea or learning from the lessons in this cluster?

�^tQnI¯<¯NIu¯h<Qkl¯n`¯lP<kI¯nPIQk¯kIlh`^lIl¯N`k¯I<EP¯E\olnIkµ

0PIQk¯n<[I<u<wl¯lP`o\G¯kI|IEn¯[Iw¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI

�^GokQ^O¯1^GIkln<^GQ^Olµ¯7PI^¯nPIw¯G`^Õn¶¯hk`]hn

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯DoQ\G¯`^¯`^I¯<^`nPIkÕl¯nPQ^[Q^Oµ¯+`llQD\I

kIlh`^lIl·

Cluster 1: +PwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Ql¯nPI¯Dk<^EP¯`N

OI`Ok<hPw¯GIGQE<nIG¯n`¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPI¯�<knPÕl¯^<nok<\

lwlnI]lµ¯+PwlQE<\¯]<hl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI

hPwlQE<\¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯<^¯<kI<µ

Cluster 2: �o]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¯Ql¯nPI¯Dk<^EP¯`N

OI`Ok<hPw¯GIGQE<nIG¯n`¯lnoGwQ^O¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯<^G

nPIQk¯Eo\nokIl¯Q^nIk<En¯uQnP¯�<knPÕl¯lokN<EIµ¯+`\QnQE<\

OI`Ok<hPw¶¯`^I¯[Q^G¯`N¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯lnoGQIl

P`u¯nIkkQn`kQ<\¯D`o^G<kQIl¯<kI¯`kO<^QzIGµ¯+`\QnQE<\

]<hl¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯<^¯<kI<µ

Cluster 3: IvQE`¯<^G¯�<^<G<¯<kI¯nu`¯\<kOI¯E`o^nkQIl

Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ +I`h\I¯E<^¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nPIlI

E`o^nkQIl¯Dw¯lnoGwQ^O¯nPIQk¯hPwlQE<\¯OI`Ok<hPw¯<^G

nPIQk¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPwµ

Slide 4:¯.ItQIu¯lnoGI^n¯\I<k^Q^O¯Dw¯kItQlQnQ^O¯nPI¯Unit 1

Know and Wonder Chartµ¯�l[·¯Which questions in the

Wonder column can we now answer?

#kO<^QzI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯Dw¯n`hQE¶¯<^G¯h`lI¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k

lnoGI^nl¯n`¯GQlEoll¯Q^¯h<Qklµ

�^tQnI¯t`\o^nIIkl¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯olQ^O¯uP<n¯nPIw

\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯o^Qnµ
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Flexible Review or Assessment Time (10

minutes)

1lI¯nPI¯kIln¯`N¯nPI¯E\<ll¯nQ]I¯n`¯uk<h¯oh¯nPI¯o^Qnµ¯0PQl¯]<w

Q^E\oGI·

�vnI^GQ^O¯nPI¯GQlEollQ`^¯Nk`]¯nPI¯{kln¯P<\N¯`N¯E\<ll¯n`

lohh`kn¯<¯GIIhIk¯<^G¯]`kI¯E`]h\Iv¯lw^nPIlQl¯`N¯QGI<l

<k`o^G¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^

+k`tQGQ^O¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯OoQGIG¯kItQIu¯nQ]I¯n`

`kO<^QzI¯nPIQk¯^`nIl¯<^G¯DIOQ^¯hkIh<kQ^O¯N`k¯nPI

/o]]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n

�n¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯E\<ll¶¯\In¯lnoGI^nl¯[^`u¯nP<n¯nPI¯^Ivn¯E`oh\I¯`N

E\<llIl¯uQ\\¯DI¯<¯/o]]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¯`N¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

Optional Extension: Content Assessment

(30 minutes)

9`o¯E<^¯<G]Q^QlnIk¯nPI¯Extension: Geography of North

America Content Assessment¯`k¯lhIEQ{E¯h`knQ`^l¯`N¯Qn¯<l¯<^

<GGQnQ`^<\¯u<w¯n`¯<llIll¯lnoGI^n¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯`N¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS

+k`tQGI¯nPI¯Extension: Geography of North America Content Assessment (Sentence Starters)¯n`

lnoGI^nl¯uP`¯u`o\G¯DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯lohh`kn¯uQnP¯nPI¯ukQnQ^O¯n<l[lµ

0PI¯Extension: Geography of North America Content

Assessment (Teacher Version)¯P<l¯lE`kQ^O¯OoQG<^EI¯N`k¯I<EP

lIEnQ`^µ
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Extension: Geography of North America Content

Assessment (Teacher Version)

Section 1: Geography

Map of North America. Image by CIA World Factbook, Public

Domain (adapted)

Directions: This map of North America has physical features and political

features. Follow the instructions below to identify 3 locations. Then, answer the

map analysis questions.

1. Draw an oval around the Rocky Mountains.

2. Draw a square around the Gulf of Mexico.

3. Draw a heavy line along the border between Canada and Alaska.

Lesson 20: Unit Synthesis

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Map Analysis Questions

4. Name a continent and a country on the map.

Continent: North America

Country: Possible responses: Canada, the United States, Mexico

5. What is the difference between a continent and a country?

A continent is a large area of land that is separated from others by water or other natural features. A country is an

area of land that is controlled by its own government. A continent is part of physical geography. A country is part

of human geography.

6. Compare the physical features of Mexico and Canada. Name one way they

are the same and one way they are different.

Same:

Possible responses: Both countries have mountains. Both countries have coastal areas.

Different:

Possible responses: Mexico is much smaller than Canada. Mexico has deserts, and Canada has many bodies of

water.

Lesson 20: Unit Synthesis

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions: 
k<u¯<¯\Q^I¯DInuII^¯nPI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯<^G¯nPI¯]<nEPQ^O

GI{^QnQ`^µ

Lesson 20: Unit Synthesis

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Section 3: Short Answers

Directions: Identify whether each word in the Word Bank is from physical

geography or from  human geography. Write each word in the correct category

in the chart below.

Word Bank

culture physical map political map continent

country government people nature

economy land plants animals

Kinds of Geography

Physical Geography Human Geography

physical map

continent

nature

plants

animals

land

culture

political map

country

government

people

economy

12. Circle one type of geography. Use at least three words from the chart to

answer the question.

Why do people study ( physical / human ) geography?

Possible responses:

People study physical geography to understand how plants and animals survive on the land of a continent.

People study human geography to understand how people in a country share their culture.

Lesson 20: Unit Synthesis

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Section 4: Paragraph Response

Directions: Apply what you learned about the physical and human geography

of North America by comparing information from two maps and writing a

paragraph to answer the question below.

Human Impact on Land Ecosystems

Land Ecosystems

What part of North America is most impacted by human activity? Name the

ecosystem and explain why human impact would be a problem in that area.

Possible response:

The eastern forests in the northeastern part of the United States is the area most impacted by human activity.

Human impact in the eastern forests is a problem because many people live in that area and need a clean

environment. Plants and animals also need resources found in the forests.

Images: Human Impact on Terrestrial Ecosystems and Terrestrial Ecoregions both by the Commission for

Environmental Cooperation, CC BY 4.0.

Lesson 20: Unit Synthesis

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Administration and Grading Guidance

0PQl¯<llIll]I^n¯Ql¯Q^nI^GIG¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯t<kQInw¯`N¯|IvQD\I¯<G]Q^Qlnk<nQ`^¯`hnQ`^lµ¯0I<EPIkl

]<w¯EP``lI¯n`¯olI¯h`knQ`^l¯`N¯Qn¯<l¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^nl¯`k¯Q^ÆE\<ll¯kItQIu¯nPk`oOP`on¯nPI

o^Qn¯`k¯n`¯<G]Q^QlnIk¯l`]I¯`k¯<\\¯`N¯Qn¯<n¯nPI¯E`^E\olQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯o^Qn¯<l¯<¯E`^nI^nÆN`EolIG

/o]]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¯<\`^OlQGI¯nPI¯/o]]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¯0<l[µ¯0PI¯^`nIl¯DI\`u¯<kI

Q^nI^GIG¯n`¯PI\h¯N`Eol¯nI<EPIklÕ¯<nnI^nQ`^¯<^G¯hk`tQGI¯NIIGD<E[¯n`¯lnoGI^nl¶¯<^G¯hk`tQGI

`^I¯h`llQD\I¯u<w¯`N¯<llQO^Q^O¯h`Q^nl¯n`¯I<EP¯lIEnQ`^¯`N¯nPI¯<llIll]I^nµ

Scoring Guidance

Section 1: Geography (7 points)

�¯h`Q^n¯N`k¯I<EP¯E`kkIEn\w¯QGI^nQ{IG¯\`E<nQ`^¯Ê�Ë

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯E`kkIEn\w¯QGI^nQNwQ^O¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¯<^G¯<¯E`o^nkw¯Ê�Ë

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯E`kkIEn\w¯QGI^nQNwQ^O¯nPI¯GQNNIkI^EI¯DInuII^¯<¯E`^nQ^I^n¯<^G¯<¯E`o^nkw¯Ê�Ë

Section 2: Vocabulary (10 points)

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯I<EP¯E`kkIEn¯<^luIk

Section 3: Short Answer (15 points)

�¯h`Q^n¯N`k¯I<EP¯E`kkIEn\w¯h\<EIG¯u`kG¯Nk`]¯nPI¯7`kG¯
<^[¯Ê��Ë

�¯h`Q^n¯N`k¯I<EP¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯olIG¯E`kkIEn\w¯Q^¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI¯Ê�Ë

Section 4: Paragraph Response (8 points)

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯E`kkIEn\w¯^<]Q^O¯nPI¯E`o^nkw¯]`ln¯Q]h<EnIG¯Dw¯Po]<^¯<EnQtQnw¯Ê�Ë

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯^<]Q^O¯nPI¯IE`lwlnI]¯]`ln¯Q]h<EnIG¯Dw¯Po]<^¯<EnQtQnw¯Ê�Ë

�¯h`Q^nl¯N`k¯Ivh\<Q^Q^O¯uPw¯Po]<^¯Q]h<En¯Ql¯<¯hk`D\I]¯Ê�Ë

Total possible: 40 points

Lesson 20: Unit Synthesis

Answer Key

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

141





North American Geography

ASSESSMENT PACING

Assessment Overview

Lesson 21

Task 1

Lesson 22

Task 2

�^¯nPQl¯/o]]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n¯lnoGI^nl¯kInok^¯n`

joIlnQ`^l¯nPIw¯P<tI¯<l[IG¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯o^Qn¯n`¯E`^lQGIk¯nPI

joIlnQ`^lÕ¯t<\oI¯Q^¯DoQ\GQ^O¯[^`u\IGOI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯0PIw¯EP``lI¯`^I¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIk¶

Ivh\<Q^¯Qnl¯Q]h`kn<^EI¶¯<^G¯<^luIk¯Qn¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qnµ¯0PIlI¯E`]DQ^IG¯kIlh`^lIl¯<^luIk¯nPI

�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·¯How can we use geography to describe

the land and people of North America?

Assessment at a Glance

On Day 1:

/noGI^nl¯kItQIu¯hkQ`kQnw¯joIlnQ`^l¯`^¯I<EP¯E\olnIkÕl

�^joQkw¯�P<kn¶¯GQlEoll¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯uQnP¯<¯h<kn^Ik

<^G¯lI\IEn¯`^I¯hIk¯E\olnIk¶¯nPI^¯Ivh\<Q^¯nPI

Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯ukQnQ^Oµ

On Day 2:

/noGI^nl¯olI¯o^Qn¯kIl`okEIl¯n`¯hk`tQGI¯<^¯<^luIk¯n`

I<EP¯E\olnIk¯joIlnQ`^µ

Advanced Preparation

+kQ`k¯n`¯
<w¯�¯`N¯nPI¯<llIll]I^n¶¯nwhI¯w`ok¯E\<llÕl¯PQOP

hkQ`kQnw¯joIlnQ`^l¯Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIkÕl¯�^joQkw¯�P<kn¯`^n`

l\QGIl¯��Ç��µ¯�`^{k]¯nP<n¯I<EP¯joIlnQ`^¯Ql¯`hI^¯DIN`kI

<GGQ^O¯Qn¯n`¯nPI¯l\QGIµ

�`k¯
<w¯�¶¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯^IIG¯<EEIll¯n`¯]<hl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn

n`¯EQnI¯<l¯ItQGI^EIµ¯ <[I¯lokI¯I<EP¯lnoGI^n¯`k¯h<Qk¯`N

lnoGI^nl¯P<tI¯<EEIll¯n`¯<¯GQOQn<\¯GItQEIµ

Assessment Focus Standards

Practice Standards:¯+/¯�¶¯+/¯�

Content Standards:¯�µ0�µ�¶¯�µ0�µ�¶¯�µ0�µ�

Literacy Standards:¯/�µ�µ�¶¯7µ�µ�

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY
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Grading and Providing Feedback

Task 2

Use the Summative Assessment Rubric to evaluate students’ work. You can also refer to the

Summative Assessment (Teacher Version) for possible responses.

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Summative Assessment
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LESSON 21

Summative Assessment, Day 1

Teacher Notes

MATERIALS

Students use the skills they have developed with prioritizing

and discussing questions to choose one from each cluster,

selecting the ones that have most helped them develop

knowledge toward answering the essential question.

Students build on each others’ ideas to determine the

importance of questions.

Lesson 21 Slide Deck

Summative Assessment

Summative Assessment

(Sentence Starters)

Summative Assessment

(Teacher Version)

Identify Important Cluster Questions (30

minutes)

Slides 2–3: Remind students that we have been preparing to

answer this unit’s Essential Question:

How can we use geography to describe the land

and people of North America?

Say: We have asked and discussed many questions during

this unit. Today we are going to identify important questions

that helped build knowledge for understanding and

answering the Essential Question.

Slide 4: Remind students that an important question

connects to the main idea of the topic and gets us thinking

about big ideas.

Slide 5: Review open questions and closed questions. Ask:

Which kind of question is most likely to target big ideas?

(open questions)

Explain that students will look at the questions they

generated during the Unit Kickoff and each Cluster Launch.

Tell them to ask themselves: Which ones are important

questions?

GRADE 4, UNIT 1 | NORTH AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY

Summative Assessment
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Slides 6–8: .I]Q^G¯lnoGI^nl¯nP<n¯nPI¯lnQE[w¯^`nIl¯uQnP

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯nPIw¯h`lnIG¯GokQ^O¯nPI¯[QE[`NN¯<^G¯GokQ^O

I<EP¯\<o^EP¯\Ill`^¯uIkI¯<\kI<Gw¯hkQ`kQnQzIG¯n`¯DI¯Q]h`kn<^n

�vh\<Q^¯nP<n¶¯^`u¯nP<n¯nPIw¯<kI¯<n¯nPI¯I^G¯`N¯nPI¯o^Qn¶¯nPIw

E<^¯kI|IEn¯`^¯uPQEP¯joIlnQ`^l¯PI\hIG¯DoQ\G¯[^`u\IGOI¯n`

o^GIkln<^G¯<^G¯<^luIk¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^µ

Slide 9–12: �vh\<Q^¯nP<n¯lnoGI^nl¯uQ\\¯lII¯joIlnQ`^l¯nPIw¯P<tI

<l[IG¯N`k¯I<EP¯`N¯nPI¯o^QnÕl¯n`hQElµ¯.ItQIu¯nPI¯l\QGIl¯w`o¯P<tI

hkIh<kIG¯uQnP¯lnoGI^n¯joIlnQ`^l¯N`k¯I<EP¯E\olnIkµ

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯0ok^¯<^G¯0<\[¯n`¯GQlEoll¯uPQEP¯joIlnQ`^l

nPIw¯nPQ^[¯P<tI¯DII^¯]`ln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯Q^¯DoQ\GQ^O¯[^`u\IGOI

n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^·¯How can we use geography to

describe the land and people of North America?

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

0PI¯Question Language

and Literacy Builder (3-5)

E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯lohh`kn

lnoGI^nl¯uQnP

o^GIkln<^GQ^O¯uP<n¯<^

Q]h`kn<^n¯joIlnQ`^¯\``[l

\Q[Iµ¯�]h`kn<^n¯joIlnQ`^l

<kI¯]`kI¯\Q[I\w¯n`¯DI

E`]h\Iv¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<^

lQ]h\I¯joIlnQ`^lµ

Slide 13: 
QlnkQDonI¯nPI¯Summative Assessmentµ

�l¯w`o¯n`OO\I¯nPk`oOP¯I<EP¯`N¯nPI¯nPkII¯l\QGIl¯`N

joIlnQ`^l¶¯<l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯EP``lI¯`^I¯joIlnQ`^¯Nk`]

I<EP¯E\olnIk¯<^G¯ukQnI¯Qn¯`^¯nPIQk¯P<^G`onµ

�l[¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯uPw¯nPIw¯nPQ^[¯nP`lI

joIlnQ`^l¯<kI¯Q]h`kn<^nµ

0I\\¯lnoGI^nl¯nPIw¯uQ\\¯P<tI¯nPI¯^Ivn¯E\<ll¯hIkQ`G¯n`

E`]h\InI¯nPIQk¯Ivh\<^<nQ`^l¯<D`on¯nPI¯Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N

nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^lµ¯0PIw¯uQ\\¯<\l`¯P<tI¯nQ]I¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI

joIlnQ`^l¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

/II¯Summative Assessment (Teacher Version)¯N`k¯h`llQD\I

joIlnQ`^l¯<^G¯uPw¯nPIw¯<kI¯Q]h`kn<^nµ

SUPPORT ALL

STUDENTS

/`]I¯lnoGI^nl¯]QOPn

DI^I{n¯Nk`]¯nPI¯lI^nI^EI

lnI]l¯N`o^G¯Q^¯Summative

Assessment (Sentence

Starters)¶¯h<knQEo\<k\w¯uPI^

EQnQ^O¯ItQGI^EI¯<l¯nPIw

<^luIk¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^l¯Q^

nPI¯^Ivn¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI

<llIll]I^nµ
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LESSON 22

Summative Assessment, Day 2

Teacher Notes

MATERIALS

In Day 1 of the Summative Assessment, students prioritized

and discussed an important question from each cluster. After

explaining why each question is important, students use

resources from the unit to help answer the questions. These

three answers, taken together, demonstrate understanding

of the Essential Question: �`u¯E<^¯uI¯olI¯OI`Ok<hPw¯n`

GIlEkQDI¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯hI`h\I¯`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¼

Lesson 22 Slide Deck

Summative Assessment

Student Slide Deck

Summative Assessment

Summative Assessment

(Sentence Starters)

Summative Assessment

(Teacher Version)

Summative Assessment

Rubric

Answer Important Cluster Questions (30

minutes)

Slide 2: Remind students that we have been preparing to

answer this unit’s Essential Question:

How can we use geography to describe the land

and people of North America?

Say: 7I¯P<tI¯QGI^nQ{IG¯nPkII¯Q]h`kn<^n¯joIlnQ`^lÈ`^I

Nk`]¯I<EP¯E\olnIkÈnP<n¯uI¯E<^¯<^luIk¯n`¯PI\h¯ol

o^GIkln<^G¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^µ¯0`G<w¯uI¯<kI¯O`Q^O¯n`

<^luIk¯nP`lI¯joIlnQ`^l¯olQ^O¯kIl`okEIl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

Slide 3: Explain how to support answers with evidence. Share

the link to the Summative Assessment Student Slide Deck

for students to open on their digital devices. If access to

digital devices is limited, students may share in pairs.

Students should cite one or two of the maps in the

slide deck as evidence when answering each of their

three cluster questions.

Alternatively, students may use any other resources

from the unit, such as the articles about Mexico or

Canada or the Research Guides for the two countries.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tNviHFwtY5cInerdwi0w4PEZIY5NwXqHgTNQ6L3B2D8/edit?slide=id.g377f4142f2e_0_0#slide=id.g377f4142f2e_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Xj5jms1geoKihJDZlPi7NxEnId00PLtbn-WOSv6HsuU/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Xj5jms1geoKihJDZlPi7NxEnId00PLtbn-WOSv6HsuU/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L21.SUM%20-%20Summative%20Assessment.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L21.SUM%20-%20Summative%20Assessment%20%28Sentence%20Starters%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L21.SUM%20-%20Summative%20Assessment%20%28Sentence%20Starters%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L21.AK%20-%20Summative%20Assessment%20%28Teacher%20Version%29%20%28Answer%20Key%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L21.AK%20-%20Summative%20Assessment%20%28Teacher%20Version%29%20%28Answer%20Key%29.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L22.RUBRIC%20-%20Summative%20Assessment%20Rubric.pdf
https://dese-uploads-production.s3.amazonaws.com/public/references/G4_U1/materials/G4.U1.L22.RUBRIC%20-%20Summative%20Assessment%20Rubric.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Xj5jms1geoKihJDZlPi7NxEnId00PLtbn-WOSv6HsuU/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


+k`tQGI¯<¯E\<ll¯hIkQ`G¯N`k¯lnoGI^nl¯n`¯E`]h\InI¯nPIQk

Ivh\<^<nQ`^l¯`N¯nPI¯Q]h`kn<^EI¯`N¯nPIQk¯joIlnQ`^l¯<^G¯n`

<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^l¯olQ^O¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPI¯o^Qnµ

�QkEo\<nI¯<l¯lnoGI^nl¯u`k[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯nPI]¯uQnP¯{^GQ^O

kIl`okEIl¯Q^¯nPI¯o^Qn¯n`¯olI¯<l¯nPIw¯E`^lnkoEn¯nPIQk¯<^luIklµ

0PQl¯Ql¯<^¯Ò`hI^¯^`nIlÓ¯<llIll]I^n¶¯l`¯lnoGI^nl¯E<^¯olI¯<^w

kIl`okEI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯nP<n¯u`o\G¯DI¯PI\hNo\µ

�k<GQ^O¯OoQG<^EI¯Ql¯hk`tQGIG¯Q^¯Summative Assessment

Rubricµ¯/<]h\I¯kIlh`^lIl¯<kI¯<t<Q\<D\I¯Q^¯Summative

Assessment (Teacher Version)µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment

Directions: For each cluster, choose one question that you think has been

important in building knowledge to answer the Essential Question:

How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North

America?

Then, write your response to the question you chose. Explain what information

or evidence helped you answer the question.

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Question from Cluster 1: Physical Geography

Why do you think this is an important question?

How would you answer this question using what you’ve learned about physical

geography? Name the resource that helped you answer the question.

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

150

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Question from Cluster 2: Human Geography

Why do you think this is an important question?

How would you answer this question using what you’ve learned about human

geography? Name the resource that helped you answer the question.

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Question from Cluster 3: Mexico and Canada  

Why do you think this is an important question?

How would you answer this question using what you’ve learned about Mexico

and Canada? Name the resource that helped you answer the question.

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment (Sentence Starters)

Directions: For each cluster, choose one question that you think has been

important in building knowledge to answer the Essential Question:

How can we use geography to describe the land and people of North

America?

Then, write your response to the question you chose. Explain what information

or evidence helped you answer the question.

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Question from Cluster 1: Physical Geography

Why do you think this is an important question?

This question is important because…

How would you answer this question using what you’ve learned about physical

geography? Name the resource that helped you answer the question.

When I look at the map called ___, I see that ___. This helps me answer the

question by…

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Question from Cluster 2: Human Geography

Why do you think this is an important question?

This question is important because…

How would you answer this question using what you’ve learned about human

geography? Name the resource that helped you answer the question.

When I look at the map called ___, I see that ___. This helps me answer the

question by…

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Question from Cluster 3: Mexico and Canada  

Why do you think this is an important question?

This question is important because…

How would you answer this question using what you’ve learned about Mexico

and Canada? Name the resource that helped you answer the question.

When I look at the map called ___, I see that ___. This helps me answer the

question by…

Summative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name·°ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ Date·°ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

Summative Assessment Rubric

Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Practice Standard 2

�I^Ik<nI¯`hI^¯<^G

E\`lIG¯joIlnQ`^l

kI\It<^n¯n`¯]o\nQh\I

<lhIEnl¯`N¯<¯n`hQEµ

/noGI^n QGI^nQ{Il°nPkII

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯E`^^IEn

n`¯nPI¯�llI^nQ<\

-oIlnQ`^¯<^G¯lP`u¯<^

<Gt<^EIG¯\ItI\¯`N

EkQnQE<\¯nPQ^[Q^Oµ

/noGI^nl¯P<tI¯lnk`^O

kI<l`^l¯N`k¯EP``lQ^O¯<

joIlnQ`^¯<^G¯`NNIk¯<

E`]h\InI¯<^luIkµ

/noGI^n QGI^nQ{Il°nPkII

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯E`^^IEn

n`¯nPI¯IllI^nQ<\

joIlnQ`^¯<^G¯lP`u¯<

Ok<GIÆ<hhk`hkQ<nI¯\ItI\

`N¯EkQnQE<\¯nPQ^[Q^Oµ

/noGI^nl¯P<tI¯O``G

kI<l`^l¯N`k¯EP``lQ^O¯<

joIlnQ`^¯<^G¯`NNIk¯<

E`kkIEn¯<^luIkµ

/noGI^n QGI^nQ{Il°nPkII

joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯\``lI\w

E`^^IEn¯n`¯nPI

IllI^nQ<\¯joIlnQ`^µ¯0PI

joIlnQ`^l¯lP`u¯<

DIOQ^^Q^O¯\ItI\¯`N

EkQnQE<\¯nPQ^[Q^Oµ

°/noGI^nl¯`NNIk¯<^

Q^E`kkIEn¯`k¯h<knQ<\

<^luIk¯n`¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^µ

Practice Standard 6

�^¯kIlh`^lI¯n`¯<^

Q^joQkw¯joIlnQ`^¶

GItI\`h¯<¯h\<olQD\I

E\<Q]¯D<lIG¯`^

ItQGI^EI¯N`o^G¯Q^¯<

l`okEIµ

0PI¯E\<Q]¯hk`tQGIl¯<

E`]h\Iv¯<^luIk¯n`¯nPI

joIlnQ`^¯olQ^O¯nu`¯`k

]`kI¯hQIEIl¯`N

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯]<hl¯`k

`nPIk¯kIl`okEIlµ

0PI¯E\<Q]¯<EEok<nI\w

<^luIkl¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^

olQ^O¯`^I¯hQIEI¯`N

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯<¯]<h

`k¯`nPIk¯kIl`okEIµ

0PI¯E\<Q]¯Ql¯^`n

h\<olQD\I¯D<lIG¯`^¯nPI

EP`lI^¯ItQGI^EIµ

Content Standards

4.T1.1–3


I]`^lnk<nI

[^`u\IGOI¯`N¯nPI

hPwlQE<\¯<^G¯Po]<^

OI`Ok<hPw¯`N¯!`knP

�]IkQE<µ

0PI¯<^luIkl¯n`¯nPI

EP`lI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯lP`u

<¯GIIh¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O

`N¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯hPwlQE<\

<^G¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

0PI¯<^luIkl¯n`¯nPI

EP`lI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯lP`u

<¯E\I<k¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O

`N¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯hPwlQE<\

<^G¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

0PI¯<^luIkl¯n`¯nPI

EP`lI^¯joIlnQ`^l¯lP`u

<¯h<knQ<\¯o^GIkln<^GQ^O

`N¯NI<nokIl¯`N¯hPwlQE<\

<^G¯Po]<^¯OI`Ok<hPw

`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ

Overall Feedback:

Summative Assessment

Rubric

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES

159





Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Resources for Educators

As you prepare to teach this unit, we encourage you to deepen your own understanding of

the content you will be covering with students. Throughout the lesson plans, sidebars

highlight opportunities for you to learn more about various topics and historical events being

covered, including links to a wide range of external resources. This document provides a

complete list of these linked resources and a brief description of each to support your

continued learning.

Cluster 1: Physical Maps

Author Resource Use

Lesson 1

DESE Background Brief: North American

Geography

The Background Brief was

designed to support

educators in developing

content knowledge before

teaching this unit.

Lesson 2

Right Question Institute What is the QFT?

An overview of the Question

Formulation Technique

Right Question Institute Primary Sources & QFT: 4th Grade

Classroom Video

A video of the Question

Formulation Technique in

action in a fourth-grade

classroom

Cluster 2: Political Maps

Author Resource Use

Lesson 7

Right Question Institute What is the QFT?

An overview of the Question

Formulation Technique

Lesson 8

Rutledge, Kim and McDaniel,

Melissa, et al

Nation

An encyclopedic entry

explaining the meaning of

"nation"
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/rlo/investigatinghistory/gr4-u1/index.html#/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/rlo/investigatinghistory/gr4-u1/index.html#/
https://rightquestion.org/what-is-the-qft/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FhE7BU6huQ&t=550s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FhE7BU6huQ&t=550s
https://rightquestion.org/what-is-the-qft/
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


National Geographic Society Territory

An encyclopedic entry

explaining the meaning of

"territory"

Reichard, Raquel Why Isn’t Puerto Rico a State?

An article explaining Puerto

Rico’s political status as a U.S.

territory and the ongoing

debate over whether it should

become a state

Rosbach, Molly Indigenous Cartographers Work to

Decolonize Mapping of Traditional

Lands

An article explaining how

Indigenous scholars use

mapping that centers

Indigenous knowledge and

history to challenge colonial

perspectives in traditional

maps

Lesson 10

Rutledge, Kim and McDaniel,

Melissa, et al

Nation

An encyclopedic entry

explaining the meaning of

"nation"

Baker, Dr. Twyla and Little Elk,

Wizipan, et al

How to Talk About Native Nations: A

Guide

Indigenous perspective on

appropriate language to use

when discussing Indigenous

Nations

Lacerenza, Deborah An Historical Overview of the Navajo

Relocation

An article explaining the

history of U.S. policies that

forced many Navajo people to

relocate from their ancestral

lands and the impacts of

those relocations

Cluster 3: Mexico and Canada

Author Resource Use

Lesson 13

Right Question Institute What is the QFT?

An overview of the Question

Formulation Technique

Lesson 17

Colombo, John Robert and

Dunne, Brad

Bannock

An encyclopedia article about

bannock
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https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/territory/
https://www.history.com/articles/puerto-rico-statehood
https://news.oregonstate.edu/news/indigenous-cartographers-work-decolonize-mapping-traditional-lands
https://news.oregonstate.edu/news/indigenous-cartographers-work-decolonize-mapping-traditional-lands
https://news.oregonstate.edu/news/indigenous-cartographers-work-decolonize-mapping-traditional-lands
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/nation/
https://nativegov.org/news/how-to-talk-about-native-nations-a-guide/
https://nativegov.org/news/how-to-talk-about-native-nations-a-guide/
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/historical-overview-navajo-relocation
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/historical-overview-navajo-relocation
https://rightquestion.org/what-is-the-qft/
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Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Picture Book List

This list contains grade-appropriate, content-aligned books that could be used alongside this

unit. Some units contain books that appear directly in lesson activities or as part of lesson

extension activities, while others are suggestions from Investigating History teachers and

could supplement instruction by being taught in a literacy block, added to a classroom

library, or read aloud as a whole class. Teachers should review any materials they use with

students, including the books on this list, which does not constitute an endorsement or

recommendation by DESE.

Recommended Books (Not in the Curriculum)

Author Title

Linda Bailey Carson Crosses Canada

Kana Kavon The 50 States: Amazing landscapes. Fascinating people.

Wonderful wildlife.

Scot Ritchie Follow That Map!

Carmen Tafolla What Can You Do with a Paleta?
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https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/546274/carson-crosses-canada-by-linda-bailey-illustrated-by-kass-reich/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/56638518-the-50-states
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/56638518-the-50-states
https://kidscanpress.com/product/follow-that-map/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/198085/what-can-you-do-with-a-paleta-by-carmen-tafolla-illustrated-by-magaly-morales/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

