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Cluster 1: Physical Maps

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________
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Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Physical Features Scavenger Hunt

Directions:°1lI¯nPI¯E\oIl¯w`o¯{^G¯n`¯^<]I¯nPI¯D`GQIl¯`N¯u<nIk°nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^

QGI^nQ{IG¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ¯0PI^¶¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯[Iw¯`^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯h<OIµ

Bodies of Water Map

North America. Image by Mapswire via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0
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Bodies of Water Map Key

A = _________________________________________________________________________

B = _________________________________________________________________________

C = _________________________________________________________________________

D = _________________________________________________________________________

E = _________________________________________________________________________

F = _________________________________________________________________________

G = _________________________________________________________________________

H = _________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 4: Important Physical Features of North America

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Directions:°1lI¯nPI¯E\oIl¯w`o¯{^G¯n`¯^<]I¯nPI¯\<^GN`k]l°nP<n¯P<tI¯DII^

QGI^nQ{IG¯`^¯nPI¯]<hµ¯0PI^¶¯E`]h\InI¯nPI¯[Iw¯`^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯h<OIµ

Landforms Map

North America. Image by Mapswire via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0

Lesson 4: Important Physical Features of North America

Student Handout
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Landforms Map Key

I = _________________________________________________________________________

J = _________________________________________________________________________

K = _________________________________________________________________________

L = _________________________________________________________________________

M = _________________________________________________________________________

N = _________________________________________________________________________

O = _________________________________________________________________________

P = _________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 4: Important Physical Features of North America

Student Handout
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Analyzing Physical Maps

Directions: Complete the boxes below to analyze each map. Write Yes or No to tell whether

the map has a legend and whether it has a scale. Then describe the purpose of the map.

Finally, record a question that you want to ask about the map.

Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

1

2

Lesson 5: Analyzing Physical Maps

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

8

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

3

4

5

Lesson 5: Analyzing Physical Maps

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

6

7

8

Lesson 5: Analyzing Physical Maps

Student Handout
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Map Legend Scale Map Purpose Map Question

9

10

Lesson 5: Analyzing Physical Maps

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

11

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment

Part 1

Directions: Use the list of questions your teacher has shared and the maps in the Lesson 5

Student Slide Deck to complete Part 1.

Choose one question from the list your teacher has shared. Write the question you chose.

Look at the maps in the Lesson 5 Student Slide Deck. Identify two or more maps that will

help you answer the question you chose. Which maps will you use?

Write a claim that answers the question you chose.

Lesson 6: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Give evidence to support your claim. What do you observe on the maps that helps you

answer the question?

Evidence #1:

Evidence #2:

Part 2

Directions: Use your responses from Part 1 to answer the Supporting Question:

What can maps tell us about physical geography?

Lesson 6: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Cluster 2: Political Maps

Inquiry Chart

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

North American Political Boundaries

Directions: Use each color to mark the areas on the map as described.

Blue — Trace the outline of the continent of North America.

Red — Color in one state or province in Canada, one in the United States,

and one in Mexico.

Green — Draw a line around the countries of the Caribbean.

Purple — Shade the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico.

North American Environmental Atlas. Image by the Commission for Environmental Cooperation.

Lesson 8: Political Maps

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Massachusetts County Map

Directions: Draw a star to show the town or city where your school is located.

Shade the county where your school is located.

Counties of Massachusetts. Image by AnonMoos via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.

Lesson 8: Political Maps

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Navajo Nation

What Makes the Navajo Community a Nation?

Directions:

.I]I]DIk¯nPI¯u<wl¯nP<n¯<¯^<nQ`^¯O`tIk^l¯QnlI\N·

�\IEnl¯Qnl¯`u^¯\I<GIkl

�kI<nIl¯Qnl¯`u^¯\<ul

�<l¯E`oknl¯uPIkI¯\<ul¯<kI¯I^N`kEIG

+k`tQGIl¯lIktQEIl¯\Q[I¯h`\QEI¯<^G¯{kI{OPnIkl

 <Q^n<Q^l¯k`<Gl

�GoE<nIl¯Qnl¯EPQ\GkI^

�v<]Q^I¯nPI¯]<hl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯!<t<Y`¯!<nQ`^¯uQnP¯w`ok¯h<kn^Ikµ¯.IE`kG¯nPI

hokh`lI¯`N¯I<EP¯]<h¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯`^¯nPI¯^Ivn¯h<OIµ

1lI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯`^¯nPI¯E`]h\InIG¯EP<kn¯<l¯ItQGI^EI¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^·

What makes the Navajo community a nation?

Lesson 10: Indigenous Nations

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Map

Number

Purpose and Evidence

1

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

2

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

3

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

4

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

Lesson 10: Indigenous Nations

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Map

Number

Purpose and Evidence

5

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

6

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

7

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

8

Purpose:

Evidence that shows the Navajo Nation governs itself:

Lesson 10: Indigenous Nations

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

19

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment

Directions: Follow the steps below to answer the Supporting Question: What

can maps tell us about human geography?

Step 1: Choose one of the questions from the Inquiry Chart. Write it here:

Step 2: Choose at least one map. The purpose of the map should match the

focus of the question you chose. Write the title of the map here:

Step 3: Find key details from the map to use as evidence to help answer your

chosen question. Write the details here:

Lesson 12: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Step 4: Use ideas from the Discussion Diamond to provide an answer to the

Supporting Question: What can maps tell us about human geography?

Lesson 12: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Cluster 3: Mexico and Canada

Inquiry Chart

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mexico Notes Organizer


QkIEnQ`^l· Identify key details from the “Fast Facts” section and record them

in the chart below.

Fast Facts Notes

#N{EQ<\¯!<]I

�`k]¯`N

�`tIk^]I^n

�<hQn<\

+`ho\<nQ`^¯/QzI

#N{EQ<\

�<^Oo<OIÊlË

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Directions: Choose one important idea from each section below and write it

on the lines.

Geography:

People and Culture:

Nature:

Government and Economy:

History:

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Mexico

Fast Facts

#N{EQ<\¯^<]I·¯1^QnIG¯ IvQE<^¯/n<nIl

�`k]¯`N¯O`tIk^]I^n·¯kIhoD\QE¯`N¯NIGIk<nIG¯ln<nIl

�<hQn<\·¯ IvQE`¯�Qnw

+`ho\<nQ`^¯lQzI·¯<D`on¯���¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I

#N{EQ<\¯\<^Oo<OI·¯/h<^QlP

 `^Iw·¯ IvQE<^¯hIl`

�kI<·¯���¶���¯ljo<kI¯]Q\Il

 <Y`k¯]`o^n<Q^¯k<^OI·¯/QIkk<¯ <GkI

 <Y`k¯kQtIkl·¯.Q`¯
k<t`¯GI\¯!`knI¶¯9<joQ

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

25

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Geography

There are three important Sierra Madre mountain ranges in Mexico: Sierra Madre Occidental in

the west, Sierra Madre Oriental in the east, and Sierra Madre del Sur in the south.

0PIkI¯<kI¯<¯uQGI¯t<kQInw¯`N¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIl¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ¯�<^GN`k]l¯Q^¯ IvQE`

Q^E\oGI¯]`o^n<Q^l¶¯t<\\Iwl¶¯<^G¯E<^w`^lµ¯0PIkI¯<kI¯GIlIknl¶¯E`<ln<\¯h\<Q^l¶¯<^G

k<Q^N`kIlnlµ¯ <Y`k¯u<nIkN`k]l¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯Q^E\oGI¯kQtIkl¯<^G¯E`<ln\Q^Il¯<\`^O¯nPI

+<EQ{E¯#EI<^¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¯<^G¯nPI¯�o\N¯`N¯ IvQE`¯n`¯nPI¯I<lnµ

 IvQE`¯P<l¯<¯\<kOI¯k<^OI¯`N¯<\nQnoGIl¶¯uPQEP¯Q]h<Enl¯nPI¯E\Q]<nIµ¯�QOPÆ<\nQnoGI

<kI<l¯Q^¯nPI¯]`o^n<Q^l¯nI^G¯n`¯DI¯E`\GIk¯<^G¯kIEIQtI¯]`kI¯k<Q^N<\\µ¯�`uÆ

<\nQnoGI¯<kI<l¯<^G¯|<n\<^Gl¯nI^G¯n`¯DI¯P`nnIk¯<^G¯GkQIkµ

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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People and Culture

Frida Kahlo (1907–1954) was a famous

Mexican painter.

0PI¯ <w<¯<^G¯`nPIk¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯\QtIG¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯{kln¶¯DIN`kI¯<^w`^I

I\lI¯E<]Iµ¯0PIQk¯<^EIln`kl¯lnQ\\¯\QtI¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ¯/h<^QlP¯E`\`^QzIkl¯<kkQtIG¯Q^¯nPI

����l¯<^G¯n``[¯`tIk¯nPI¯<kI<¯N`k¯<D`on¯���¯wI<klµ¯ <^w¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯n`G<w

P<tI¯D`nP¯�^GQOI^`ol¯<^G¯�ok`hI<^¯<^EIln`klµ

/`EEIk¯<^G¯D<lID<\\¯<kI¯tIkw¯h`ho\<k¯lh`knl¯Q^¯ IvQE`µ¯�kn¶¯]olQE¶¯<^G¯G<^EQ^O

<kI¯<\l`¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h<knl¯`N¯ IvQE<^¯Eo\nokIµ¯ <^w¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯DII^¯Q^lhQkIG

Dw¯nPI¯h<Q^nQ^Ol¶¯lEo\hnokIl¶¯<^G¯]ok<\l¯EkI<nIG¯Dw¯u`k\GÆN<]`ol¯ IvQE<^

<knQlnlµ

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout
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Nature

Jaguars live in wild areas of Mexico, especially in the Yucatán Peninsula.


oI¯n`¯ IvQE`Õl¯uQGI¯t<kQInw¯`N¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯kIOQ`^l¯<^G¯E\Q]<nIl¶¯nPI¯E`o^nkw

P<l¯<¯GQtIklI¯]Qv¯`N¯h\<^n¯<^G¯<^Q]<\¯\QNIµ

�^¯GIlIknl¯<Ek`ll¯ IvQE`¶¯h\<^nl¶¯loEP¯<l¯E<EnQ¯<^G¯woEE<¶¯Ok`uµ¯�^Q]<\l¯Q^

nPIlI¯<kI<l¯Q^E\oGI¯E`w`nIl¶¯<k]<GQ\\`l¶¯k<DDQnl¶¯<^G¯l^<[Ilµ

�k<w¯uP<\Il¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^¯<\`^O¯ IvQE`Õl¯uIlnIk^¯E`<ln\Q^Ilµ

�^¯ IvQE`Õl¯k<Q^N`kIlnl¶¯nPIkI¯<kI¯nk`hQE<\¯h\<^nl¶¯Y<Oo<kl¶¯]`^[Iwl¶¯<^G¯DQkGl¶

Q^E\oGQ^O¯h<kk`nl¯<^G¯joInz<\lµ

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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Government and Economy

A 50 centavos coin is equal to one half of a peso.

The government in Mexico is a federal republic. There is a mix of federal

(national) and state (local) leaders and governments. The head of the federal

government is the president.

Federal and state leaders make the laws and decisions in Mexico. Leaders are

elected through voting.

Farming, manufacturing, and mining are key parts of the Mexican economy.

Many kinds of fruits and vegetables are grown in Mexico. The country is also a

major producer of cattle and hogs. Manufacturing products include cars,

machinery, and clothing. Mining produces oil, natural gas, and minerals like

silver.

Tourism is also a large part of the Mexican economy. People visit Mexico for its

beautiful beaches, ancient ruins, and many other tourist sites.

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography
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History

This Olmec head carving dates from 1200–900 BCE.

0PI¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯`N¯ IvQE`¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI¯<^EIln`kl¯`N¯nPI¯ <w<¶¯P<tI

\QtIG¯Q^¯nPI¯kIOQ`^¯N`k¯nP`ol<^Gl¯`N¯wI<klµ¯/h<^QlP¯Ivh\`kIkl¯<^G¯E`\`^QzIkl

<kkQtIG¯Q^¯ IvQE`¯Q^¯nPI¯I<k\w¯����lµ¯0PI¯/h<^QlP¯ko\IG¯Dw¯N`kEI¯<^G¯tQ`\I^EI¯N`k

Po^GkIGl¯`N¯wI<klµ

�<nIk¶¯Q^¯nPI¯I<k\w¯����l¶¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯`N¯ IvQE`¯DIO<^¯n`¯loEEIllNo\\w¯{OPn¯N`k

nPIQk¯NkIIG`]µ¯�NnIk¯��¯wI<kl¯`N¯{OPnQ^O¶¯nPIw¯u`^¯nPI¯ IvQE<^¯7<k¯`N

�^GIhI^GI^EI¯<^G¯uIkI¯^`¯\`^OIk¯o^GIk¯/h<^QlP¯ko\Iµ¯ IvQE`¯DIE<]I¯<

kIhoD\QE¯Q^¯����µ

Lesson 14: Mexico

Student Handout
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Text sources:

Britannica Kids. n.d. “Mexico.”

National Geographic Kids. n.d. “Mexico.”

Image sources:

“Map of Mexico” by Free World Maps, free for commercial use

(https://www.freeworldmaps.net/northamerica/mexico/map.html).

“Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird” by Frida Kahlo, public domain.

“Jaguar” by Charles J. Sharp via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.

“50 Centavos de México de 1919 (Anverso y Reverso” by unknown author via Wikimedia Commons, public

domain.

“Olmec Head” by Mesoamerican via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Canada

Fast Facts

#N{EQ<\¯^<]I·¯�<^<G<

�`k]¯`N¯O`tIk^]I^n·¯NIGIk<\¯h<k\Q<]I^n<kw¯ln<nI

�<hQn<\·¯#nn<u<

+`ho\<nQ`^¯lQzI·¯<D`on¯��¯]Q\\Q`^¯hI`h\I

#N{EQ<\¯\<^Oo<OIl·¯�^O\QlP¶¯�kI^EP

 `^Iw·¯�<^<GQ<^¯G`\\<k

�kI<·¯�¶���¶���¯ljo<kI¯]Q\Il

 <Y`k¯]`o^n<Q^¯k<^OIl·¯.`E[w¶¯�`<ln¶¯�<okI^nQ<^
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Geography

The Canadian Shield is a large region of ancient rock located around Hudson Bay.

�<^<G<¯Ql¯nPI¯lIE`^GÆ\<kOIln¯E`o^nkw¯Q^¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ¯�^¯Qnl¯t<ln¯\<^GlE<hI¶¯nPIkI

<kI¯]<^w¯nwhIl¯`N¯OI`Ok<hPQE¯NI<nokIlµ¯0PI¯E`o^nkw¯P<l¯\<[Il¶¯kQtIkl¶

]`o^n<Q^l¶¯h\<Q^l¶¯<^G¯t<\\Iwlµ¯�n¯P<l¯E`<ln\Q^Il¯<\`^O¯nPI¯�kEnQE¯#EI<^¯n`¯nPI

^`knP¶¯nPI¯+<EQ{E¯#EI<^¯n`¯nPI¯uIln¶¯<^G¯nPI¯�n\<^nQE¯#EI<^¯n`¯nPI¯I<lnµ

�<^<G<¯IvnI^Gl¯Q^n`¯nPI¯�kEnQE¶¯uPIkI¯Qn¯Ql¯l`¯E`\G¯nP<n¯]<^w¯h\<^nl¯E<^^`n

Ok`uµ¯0PQl¯<kI<¯Ql¯E`tIkIG¯Dw¯l^`u¯<^G¯QEw¯O\<EQIklµ¯�n¯Ql¯<\l`¯P`]I¯n`¯l`]I¯�Qkln

!<nQ`^l¯<^G¯�^oQn¯hI`h\Ilµ
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People and Culture

Haida art features a connection to nature and mythology.

�<^<G<¯P<l¯<¯\<kOI¯\<^G¯]<ll¯Don¯<¯kI\<nQtI\w¯l]<\\¯h`ho\<nQ`^µ¯�Qkln¯!<nQ`^l

<^G¯�^oQn¯hI`h\Il¯\QtIG¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯{kln¶¯DIN`kI¯<^w`^I¯I\lI¯E<]Iµ¯0PIQk

<^EIln`kl¯lnQ\\¯\QtI¯Q^¯�<^<G<¶¯D`nP¯`^¯nPIQk¯<^EIlnk<\¯\<^Gl¯<^G¯Q^¯]<Y`k¯EQnQIl

<Ek`ll¯nPI¯^<nQ`^µ

�¯\<kOI¯^o]DIk¯`N¯�<^<GQ<^l¯n`G<w¯P<tI¯
kQnQlP¯`k¯�kI^EP¯<^EIln`klµ

�`\`^QzIkl¯Nk`]¯D`nP¯^<nQ`^l¯lInn\IG¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯ln<knQ^O¯Q^¯nPI¯����lµ¯0`G<w¶

�<^<GQ<^l¯P<tI¯N<]Q\w¯k``nl¯Nk`]¯<\\¯<k`o^G¯nPI¯u`k\G¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯`nPIk

�ok`hI<^¯^<nQ`^l¶¯^<nQ`^l¯Q^¯�lQ<¶¯<^G¯nPI¯1^QnIG¯/n<nIlµ

�Qkln¯!<nQ`^l¯<kn¯Ql¯<^¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h<kn¯`N¯�<^<GQ<^¯Eo\nokIµ¯/h`knl¯loEP¯<l

\<Ek`llI¯<^G¯P`E[Iw¯<kI¯<\l`¯tIkw¯h`ho\<k¯uQnP¯�<^<GQ<^lµ¯�<Ek`llI¯u<l

`kQOQ^<\\w¯<¯O<]I¯EkI<nIG¯Dw¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯`N¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnIk^¯kIOQ`^l

`N¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<µ¯�n¯Ql¯^`u¯h\<wIG¯u`k\GuQGIµ
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Nature

The caribou, or reindeer, live in cold areas of Canada.

�^¯N`kIlnl¯<Ek`ll¯�<^<G<Õl¯GQNNIkI^n¯kIOQ`^l¯nPIkI¯<kI¯DI<kl¶¯]``lI¶¯u`\tIl¶

DI<tIkl¶¯GIIk¶¯]`o^n<Q^¯\Q`^l¶¯<^G¯DQOP`k^¯lPIIhµ¯0PIkI¯<kI¯<\l`¯]<^w¯l]<\\

N`kIln¯<^Q]<\l¶¯loEP¯<l¯k<EE``^l¯<^G¯k<DDQnlµ

�<^<G<Õl¯\<[Il¶¯kQtIkl¶¯<^G¯`EI<^l¯P<tI¯{lP¶¯`nnIkl¶¯DI<tIkl¶¯<^G¯lI<\lµ¯#^¯nPI

�kEnQE¯no^Gk<¶¯h`\<k¯DI<kl¶¯N`vIl¶¯<^G¯E<kQD`o¯k`<]µ¯�<^<G<Ûl¯hk<QkQIl¯<^G¯h\<Q^l

P<tI¯]o\I¯GIIk¶¯hk`^OP`k^¯<^nI\`hI¶¯<^G¯DQl`^µ

�Q[I¯Q^¯`nPIk¯E`o^nkQIl¶¯l`]I¯<^Q]<\¯h`ho\<nQ`^l¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯P<tI¯DII^¯Pokn¯Dw

Po]<^¯Po^nQ^O¯<^G¯{lPQ^Oµ¯0PIlI¯Q^E\oGI¯u`\tIl¶¯\w^v¶¯<^G¯lItIk<\¯[Q^Gl¯`N

{lPµ¯0PI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯P<l¯h<k[l¯<^G¯hk`nIEnIG¯<kI<l¯n`¯nkw¯<^G¯PI\h¯nPIlI

<^Q]<\lµ
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Government and Economy

The heads side of a golden

Canadian dollar from 2013

The tails side of a golden Canadian

dollar

The Canadian one-dollar coin has the British monarch on one side and a loon on the other. People call it a “loonie.”

0PI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯Ql¯<¯NIGIk<\¯h<k\Q<]I^n<kw¯ln<nIµ¯0PI¯hkQ]I¯]Q^QlnIk

\I<Gl¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ¯�<^<G<¯Ql¯<\l`¯<¯E`^lnQnonQ`^<\¯]`^<kEPwµ¯0PQl¯]I<^l

nPI¯[Q^O¯`k¯joII^¯`N¯
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/Q^EI¯nPI¯����l¶¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯�<^<G<¯P<tI¯l`\G¯{lP¶¯<^Q]<\¯Nokl¶¯<^G¯`nPIk¯^<nok<\

kIl`okEIl¯n`¯nPI¯u`k\Gµ¯0`G<w¶¯N<k]Q^O¶¯]<^oN<EnokQ^O¶¯<^G¯lIktQEIl¯<kI¯<\\¯[Iw

h<knl¯`N¯nPI¯�<^<GQ<^¯IE`^`]wµ¯�<k]Q^O¯Q^E\oGIl¯uPI<n¶¯tIOIn<D\Il¶¯E<nn\I¶

<^G¯P`Olµ¯ <^oN<EnokQ^O¯hk`GoEIl¯E<kl¶¯nkoE[l¶¯<^G¯]In<\¯hk`GoEnlµ¯/IktQEIl

Q^E\oGI¯n`okQl]¶¯D<^[Q^O¶¯<^G¯PI<\nP¯E<kIµ
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History

The Fortress of Louisbourg is in Nova Scotia, Canada. The fortress was built in the 1740s to

protect French settlers from attacks by the British.

0PI¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯`N¯�<^<G<¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI¯�^oQn¯<^G¯�Qkln¯!<nQ`^l
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Ivh\`kIkl¯<^G¯E`\`^QzIkl¯\<^GIG¯Q^¯�<^<G<µ¯�^¯<D`on¯����¯��¶¯6Q[Q^O¯Ivh\`kIkl
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�<knQIk¯<kkQtIG¯<^G¯DIO<^¯n`¯E\<Q]¯\<^G¯N`k¯�k<^EIµ
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kQn<Q^¯E<]I¯n`¯lInn\I¯Q^

�<^<G<¯<^G¯DIO<^¯n`¯{OPn¯`tIk¯\<^Gµ¯0PIw¯N`oOPn¯N`ok¯GQNNIkI^n¯u<kl¯`tIk

<D`on¯��¯wI<klµ¯�^¯nPI¯����l¶¯
kQn<Q^¯u`^¯nPI¯�kI^EP¯<^G¯�^GQ<^¯7<k¯<^G¯n``[
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Text sources:

Government of Canada. 2025. “Canada's History.”

Kids Britannica. n.d. “Canada.”

National Geographic Kids. n.d. “Canada.”

Image sources:

“Canada Physical Map” by Free World Maps, free for commercial use

(https://www.freeworldmaps.net/northamerica/canada/map.html).

“Haida Carving” by Tony Hisgett via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Woodland Caribou” by Steve Forrest via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0.

“Head Side of Canadian Golden Dollar” by Coins of the Canadian dollar via Wikimedia Commons, public

domain.

“Tails Side of Canadian Golden Dollar” by Coins of the Canadian dollar, via Wikimedia Commons, public

domain.

“Days of Old” by Dennis G. Jarvis via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.

Lesson 15: Canada

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

38

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/discover-canada/read-online/canadas-history.html
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Canada/345661
file:///var/deploy/dese-lcms/web_head/releases/20260425141614/tmp/Canada%20Country%20Profile%20-%20National%20Geographic%20Kids%20%7C%20National%20Geographic%20Kids
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Canada Notes Organizer


QkIEnQ`^l· Identify key details from the “Fast Facts” section and record them

in the chart below.

Fast Facts Notes

#N{EQ<\¯!<]I

�`k]¯`N

�`tIk^]I^n

�<hQn<\

+`ho\<nQ`^¯/QzI

#N{EQ<\

�<^Oo<OIÊlË
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Directions: Choose one important idea from each section below and write it

on the lines.

Geography:

People and Culture:

Nature:

Government and Economy:

History:
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Research Project Graphic Organizer

Before Researching

Directions: Write the name of the country you will research. Pick one open

question from the Inquiry Chart about that country.

Name of Country:  

Question about that country:

After Researching

Directions: Answer the question you picked from the Inquiry Chart.

If you can’t answer it yet, what do you need to learn to provide a good answer?
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Research

How can we use geography to tell others about Mexico and Canada?

Directions: Find two interesting facts about physical geography and two

interesting facts about human geography. Write your facts in the charts.

Physical Geography (part 1)

Physical

Features

Fact 1

Physical

Features

Fact 2
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Physical Geography (part 2)

Plants

and

Animals

Fact 1

Plants

and

Animals

Fact 2
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Human Geography (part 1)

Economy

Fact 1

Economy

Fact 2
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Human Geography (part 2)

Culture

Fact 1

Culture

Fact 2
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Presentation Response Form

Directions: Listen carefully to your partner’s presentation. Then respond to the

prompts below.

My partner’s name is _____________________________________________________

One interesting thing I learned about physical or human geography from my

partner’s presentation was:

One question I still have about the country in my partner’s report is:

Lesson 19: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 4, Unit 1: North American Geography

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

46

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Rubric

Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Practice Standard 2

Generate open and closed

questions relevant to

multiple aspects of a

topic.

The student asks an

insightful open

question that is

connected to the

physical or human

geography of the

country.

The student asks an

open question that is

connected to the

physical or human

geography of the

country.

The student asks a closed

question about the physical

or human geography of the

country.

Practice Standard 4

Identify the purpose of a

source using an analysis

of key details.

The student correctly

integrates facts and

details from multiple

sources into categories

within physical and

human geography,

including information

from the article and

population map.

The student integrates

facts and details from

multiple sources into

categories within

physical and human

geography, mostly

relying on information

already categorized in

the Research Guide.

Some facts and details from

the sources are incorrectly

placed into categories

within physical and human

geography.

Practice Standard 6

In response to an inquiry

question, develop a

plausible claim based on

evidence found in a

source.

The student makes a

compelling claim based

on evidence for why

someone would want to

visit the country they

researched.

The student makes a

reasonable claim based

on evidence for why

someone would want to

visit the country they

researched.

The student makes a claim

that someone should want

to visit the country they

researched without

connecting it to physical or

human geography.

Content Standard 4.T1.3

Research the geography

of Mexico or Canada; write

and present an oral report

including key geographic

topics.

The slide deck

demonstrates an

extensive

understanding of the

geographic features of

the country that the

student researched.

The slide deck

demonstrates a clear

understanding of the

geographic features of

the country that the

student researched.

The slide deck

demonstrates an

incomplete understanding

of the geographic features

of the country that the

student researched.
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