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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nkQD<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

Tribal Council <¯Ok`oh¯`N¯`N{EQ<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯\I<GIkl¯`N¯<^¯�^GQOI^`ol

nkQDI¯`k¯^<nQ`^

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

laws ko\Il¯`N¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¶¯n`u^¶¯EQnw¶¯ln<nI¶¯nkQDI¶¯`k¯E`o^nkw

sovereignty nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<¯^<nQ`^¯n`¯O`tIk^¯QnlI\N¯<^G¯]<[I¯Qnl¯`u^

\<ul

override n`¯E<^EI\¯`k¯kIYIEn

The Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head

(Aquinnah) seal

0PI¯7<]h<^`<O¯0kQDI¯`N¯�<w¯�I<G¯Ê�joQ^^<PË¯P<l¯<¯nkQD<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯E<\\IG

nPI¯Tribal Councilµ¯0PI¯nkQDI¯N`\\`ul¯Qnl¯<^EIln`klÕ¯nk<GQnQ`^¯`N¯P<tQ^O¯<¯�PQIN

<^G¯<¯ IGQEQ^I¯ <^¯<l¯\I<GIklµ¯0`G<w¶¯nPIQk¯0kQD<\¯�`o^EQ\¯P<l¯<¯n`n<\¯`N¯��

]I]DIkl¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯<¯�PQIN¶¯ IGQEQ^I¯ <^¶¯EP<Qk]<^¶¯lIEkIn<kw¶¯<^G¯nkI<lokIkµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯<\l`¯E`o^EQ\u`]I^¯<^G¯E`o^EQ\]I^µ

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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The tribal government leaders represent all members of the tribe. They make

decisions about laws and safety. Leaders use their sovereignty to protect tribal

land and natural resources and support tribal members’ well-being through

education and cultural practices. They also work towards positive relationships

with neighboring communities.

Tribal members vote for their leaders and can attend Tribal Council meetings.

These meetings occur twice a month. Tribal members can override any

decision made by the Tribal Council by voting.  

Text source: Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah). "Tribal Council."

Image source: Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) seal by Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) is

used under the fair use doctrine.

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Governments in Massachusetts Graphic Organizer

Directions: Answer the questions in the graphic organizer using evidence from readings and discussions.

0whI¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

7P`¯G`Il¯Qn

kIhkIlI^n¼

�`u¯Ql¯Qn

`kO<^QzIG¼

�`u¯E<^¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI

hI`h\I¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I

Q^|oI^EI¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¼

Tribal

Town

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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0whI¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

7P`¯G`Il¯Qn

kIhkIlI^n¼

�`u¯Ql¯Qn

`kO<^QzIG¼

�`u¯E<^¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI

hI`h\I¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I

Q^|oI^EI¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¼

City

Our town

or city

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Town Hall in South Hadley, Massachusetts

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Town Government in Massachusetts Reading

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯n`u^¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

towns E`]]o^QnQIl¯uQnP¯<¯/I\IEn¯
`<kG¯<^G¯0`u^¯ IInQ^O¯N`k]

`N¯O`tIk^]I^n

elected lI\IEnIG¯N`k¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

committees Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯N`k¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯hokh`lI

`k¯hk`YIEn

residents hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯<kI<

0PIkI¯<kI¯��� towns Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯+I`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<

n`u^¯P<tI¯t`nIG¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯n`u^¯N`k]

`N¯O`tIk^]I^nµ¯0`u^l¯<kI¯ko^¯Dw¯nPI

/I\IEn¯
`<kG¯<^G¯0`u^¯ IInQ^Oµ

0PIlI¯\I<GIkl¯<kI¯elected°Dw¯n`u^

]I]DIkl¯ItIkw¯�Ç�¯wI<klµ

/I\IEn¯
`<kGl¯<kI¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯`N

hI`h\I¯uP`¯lIn¯ko\Il¯N`k¯ko^^Q^O¯nPI

n`u^¶¯\Q[I¯OQtQ^O¯hIk]Qnl¯N`k¯ItI^nl¯Q^

nPI¯h<k[µ¯0`u^¯ IInQ^Ol¯lIn¯nPI¯\<ul¯N`k¯nPI¯n`u^¯<^G¯E`^nk`\¯P`u¯]`^Iw¯Ql

lhI^n¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯P`u¯]oEP¯]`^Iw¯O`Il¯n`¯nPI¯lEP``\lµ

Lesson 4: Town Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Town governments represent all the people who live in the town. They make

decisions about local laws, local projects, and how money and taxes will be

spent. Leaders also use their roles to support the other committees in the

town, including school committees and the board of health.

Residents of a town get to vote directly on issues or vote for leaders to do so for

them. Each spring, towns hold an election between March and June to vote for

their leaders. Town Meetings are also held at least once a year, and most are

open to all community members.

Image source: South Hadley Town Hall image by Massachusetts Municipal Association used with permission from

MMA.

Text sources:

Massachusetts Municipal Association. Forms of Local Government.

Massachusetts Municipal Association. 2023. "Local Government 101." September 19.

Lesson 4: Town Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

City Government in Massachusetts

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯EQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

cities E`]]o^QnQIl¯uQnP¯<¯]<w`k¯<^G¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

residents hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯<kI<

elect n`¯lI\IEn¯N`k¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

City Hall in Medford, Massachusetts

0PIkI¯<kI¯��¯cities°Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ¯+I`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¯nP<n¯Ql¯<

EQnw¯]oln¯P<tI¯<n¯\I<ln¯��¶���¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯t`nI¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯EQnw¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^nµ¯�QnQIl¯<kI¯ko^¯Dw¯<¯]<w`k¯<^G¯<¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\µ

�Qnw¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯represent°nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯�¯]<w`k¯Ql¯nPI

\I<GIk¯`N¯<¯EQnwµ¯0PI¯]<w`k¯P<l¯nPIQk¯h`lQnQ`^¯N`k¯�¯`k¯�¯wI<klµ¯�¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\

h<llIl¯\`E<\¯\<ulµ¯0PIw¯P<tI¯�Ç��¯]I]DIklµ¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\¯]I]DIkl¯P`\G¯nPIQk

h`lQnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯wI<klµ

Lesson 5: City Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Residents of the city elect the mayor and the City Council members. Elections

take place in November every other year. The mayor and City Council members

then make decisions for the community about city laws, how taxes are spent,

and what projects are done. City Council meetings often have periods of time

where members of the public can make statements to try to persuade City

Council members to act on certain issues.

Image source: Medford Town Hall courtesy of Massachusetts Municipal Association used with permission from

the MMA.

Text sources:

Massachusetts Municipal Association. Forms of Local Government.

Massachusetts Municipal Association. 2023. Local Government 101. September 19.

Lesson 5: City Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Part 1

Directions: Use the answer bank to complete the sentences. Write the letter

(A, B, or C) on the line that matches the description.

Answer Bank

A B C

Mayor Chief Select Board member

In a tribal government, one leader is the ________.

In a town government, one leader is the ________.

In a city government, one leader is the ________.

Part 2

Directions: Read the story, and then use it to respond to the questions that

follow.

Story: Last week, community members sent letters and emails in

support of building an animal shelter. They felt it was important

to have a safe place for stray animals to get care. They also argued

that it would help these animals get adopted. Today, it was

reported in our local newspaper that Mayor Jones approved this

project. Construction will begin next month. Some local streets

will be closed during the construction period.

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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`Il¯nPQl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯P<tI¯<¯nkQD<\¶¯n`u^¶¯`k¯EQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¼¯�`u¯G`¯w`o

[^`u¼

�`u¯GQG¯hI`h\I¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¼

�`u¯GQG¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¼

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Cluster 2: Our Town or City

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Our Town or City Graphic Organizer

Directions: Answer each question below using information and sources that your teacher provides.

Part 1: History of Our Town or City

Questions Information

What is the name of our

town or city?

Who were the Indigenous

peoples who lived here

originally? What happened

during colonization?

When was our town or city

founded? By whom?

Who lived in our town or

city at the time? Were there

enslaved or indentured

peoples?

Lesson 10: History of Our Town or City

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Part 2: Current Populations in Our Town or City

Questions Information

What groups of people

live in our town or city

today?

Where have people who

live in our town or city

today immigrated

from?

Which, if any,

Indigenous tribes or

nations are in our town

or city today?

What other important

population information

is there about our town

or city?

Lesson 10: History of Our Town or City

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Directions: 1lI¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯n`¯l[InEP¯<¯kIGIlQO^¯`N¯w`ok

n`u^¯`k¯EQnw¯lI<\¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯DIln¯Q^E`kh`k<nI¯nPI¯hI`h\I¶¯h\<EIl¶¯<^G¯PQln`kw¯`N

nPI¯<kI<µ

0PI^¯ukQnI¯<^¯<knQln¯ln<nI]I^n¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^l¯w`ok¯GIlQO^¯EP`QEIl¯<^G¯nPI

lhIEQ{E¯kI<l`^l¯DIPQ^G¯nPI]µ¯0PQl¯<knQln¯ln<nI]I^n¯lP`o\G¯E\I<k\w¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI

PQln`kQE<\¯<^G¯hkIlI^nÆG<w¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯P<tI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯w`ok¯n`u^¯`k

EQnwµ

My seal sketch:

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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My artist statement:

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Cluster 3: How Communities Take Action

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Cluster 3: How Communities Take Action

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Peer Interview Graphic Organizer

Directions: Record information from your peer interviews in the chart below. The blank rows are for any

additional questions you want to ask or notes you want to record.

Questions Information

What is your name?

What are some places

in our community that

are important to you

and why?

Who do you know who

helps make the

community better?

How do they help?

Lesson 15: Peer Interviews

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Questions Information

What are some ways

that you think our

community could be

even better?

Lesson 15: Peer Interviews

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Community Member Graphic Organizer

Directions: Record information from interviews or readings in the chart below. The blank rows are for any

additional questions you want to ask or notes you want to record.

Questions Information

What is your name, and

what are your role(s) in

the community?

What community issues

are important to you

and why?

How do you participate

in or contribute to the

community?

Lesson 16: Community Interviews or Research (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Questions Information

�kI¯nPIkI¯<^w¯u<wl¯nP<n

w`o¯Q^|oI^EI¯`k

h<knQEQh<nI¯Q^¯nPI

O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯`ok

E`]]o^Qnw¼

Lesson 16: Community Interviews or Research (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Directions: Describe a community issue that you care about. Then list three

ways that people and the government can help or take action on this issue

based on what you learned from other community members in this cluster.

In your list, be sure to include at least one way people can help and one way

the government can help.

Community issue:

Ways that people and the government can help or take action:

1.
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2.

3.
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Optional: Create a drawing that represents or illustrates the ideas you

described.
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