
The People and Governments 
of Massachusetts

MASTER COPIES

GRADE 3, UNIT 5

Boston’s Old City Hall was built between 1862 and 1865 and housed the Boston City Council until 1969. Image 
by Kenneth C. Zirkel via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.



Acknowledgements

This Investigating History unit was developed by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and

Secondary Education in partnership with the following organizations and individuals:

Pilot Curriculum Authors: Educurious by NCEE

Lead Author

Katherine Moran

Lead Reviewer

Kasha Browning

Editor

Gayle Klim

Additional Design Support

N'Dia Parker-McWhorter

2025–26 Curriculum Revisions: Educurious by NCEE

Lead Author

Katherine Moran

Lead Reviewer

Kasha Browning

Editor

Gayle Klim

Digital Media Specialist

Angela Rosenberg

Senior Advisor

Sara Nachtigal

Local Governance Specialist

Jeff Alderson

Indigenous Curriculum Review: Native Education Council of Massachusetts

Est. 2019 by the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Education Department

Note: The Native Education Council does not rate or endorse curriculum materials. See the

Curriculum Guidebook for more information.

English Learner Consultants: English Learners Success Forum

Note: ELSF does not rate or endorse materials. See the Curriculum Guidebook for more

information.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education



Kathryn Gabriele

Dylan Geesey-Pearce

Reuben Henriques

Rebekah Judson

Miesha Keita

Julia Lucas

Katherine Tarca

Copyright Notice

All original content in this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License and

© 2026 by DESE. Third party content including, but not limited to, images, illustrations, and photographs, are subject to their own

license terms.

.INIkI^EI¯Q^¯nPQl¯EokkQEo\o]¯n`¯<^w¯lhIEQ{E¯E`]]IkEQ<\¯hk`GoEnl¶¯hk`EIllIl¶¯`k¯lIktQEIl¶¯`k¯nPI¯olI¯`N¯<^w¯nk<GI¶¯{k]¶¯`k

E`kh`k<nQ`^¯^<]I¯Ql¯N`k¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<^G¯E`^tI^QI^EI¯`N¯nPI¯hoD\QE¶¯<^G¯G`Il¯^`n¯E`^lnQnonI¯I^G`klI]I^n¯`k

kIE`]]I^G<nQ`^¯Dw¯nPI¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
Ih<kn]I^n¯`N¯�\I]I^n<kw¯<^G¯/IE`^G<kw¯�GoE<nQ`^¯Ê
�/�Ëµ¯#ok¯`N{EI¯Ql¯^`n

kIlh`^lQD\I¯N`k¯<^G¯G`Il¯^`n¯Q^¯<^w¯u<w¯Oo<k<^nII¯nPI¯<EEok<Ew¯`N¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^¯`nPIk¯lQnIl¯<EEIllQD\I¯nPk`oOP¯\Q^[l¯PIkIQ^µ

�`k¯]`kI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯h\I<lI¯E`^n<En·¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O�Qln`kwÜ]<llµO`tµ

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




Cluster 1: Massachusetts Governments

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1



Cluster 1: Massachusetts Governments

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2



Unit 5 Know and Wonder Chart

1^Qn¯�¯�llI^nQ<\¯-oIlnQ`^·¯�`u¯G`¯nPI¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl

Q^|oI^EI¯nPIQk¯E`]]o^QnQIl¼

What do you already know? What do you wonder?

Lesson 1: Unit Kickoff

Student Material

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Blank Word Wall Vocabulary Cards

Directions: 0PIlI¯E<kGl¯<kI¯GIlQO^IG¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯\I<k^Q^O¯[Iw¯t`E<Do\<kw¯Q^¯nPIQk¯P`]I

\<^Oo<OIÊlËµ¯ <[I¯<¯E`hw¯`N¯nPQl¯G`Eo]I^n¶¯<^G¯olI¯<¯nk<^l\<nQ`^¯kIl`okEI¯n`¯nk<^l\<nI¯nPI¯u`kG¯<^G

GI{^QnQ`^µ +kQ^n¯<^G¯Eon¯`on¯nPIlI¯t`E<Do\<kw¯E<kGl¯n`¯olI¯`^¯nPI¯7`kG¯7<\\¯Q^¯nPI¯E\<llk``]µ¯0k<^l\<nIG

E<kGl¯lP`o\G¯DI¯GQlh\<wIG¯DI\`u¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯tIklQ`^¯n`¯lohh`kn¯lnoGI^nl¯uQnP¯nk<^l\<^Oo<OQ^Oµ

Blank Word Wall Cards

vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

Lesson 2: Cluster 1 Launch

Student Material

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

vocabulary word

GI{^QnQ`^

Lesson 2: Cluster 1 Launch

Student Material

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Seal Images

Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe seal

Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe seal. Image by Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe via Facebook is used under the fair use

doctrine.
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�Qnw¯`N¯/hkQ^O{I\G¯lI<\

/I<\¯`N¯/hkQ^O{I\G¶¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ¯�]<OI¯Dw¯/Q]nk`h`\Qn<^¯tQ<¯7Q[Q]IGQ<¯�`]]`^l¶¯hoD\QE¯G`]<Q^µ
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Student Material
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nkQD<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

Tribal Council <¯Ok`oh¯`N¯`N{EQ<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯\I<GIkl¯`N¯<^¯�^GQOI^`ol

nkQDI¯`k¯^<nQ`^

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

laws ko\Il¯`N¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¶¯n`u^¶¯EQnw¶¯ln<nI¶¯nkQDI¶¯`k¯E`o^nkw

sovereignty nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<¯^<nQ`^¯n`¯O`tIk^¯QnlI\N¯<^G¯]<[I¯Qnl¯`u^

\<ul

override n`¯E<^EI\¯`k¯kIYIEn

The Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head

(Aquinnah) seal

0PI¯7<]h<^`<O¯0kQDI¯`N¯�<w¯�I<G¯Ê�joQ^^<PË¯P<l¯<¯nkQD<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯E<\\IG

nPI¯Tribal Councilµ¯0PI¯nkQDI¯N`\\`ul¯Qnl¯<^EIln`klÕ¯nk<GQnQ`^¯`N¯P<tQ^O¯<¯�PQIN

<^G¯<¯ IGQEQ^I¯ <^¯<l¯\I<GIklµ¯0`G<w¶¯nPIQk¯0kQD<\¯�`o^EQ\¯P<l¯<¯n`n<\¯`N¯��

]I]DIkl¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯<¯�PQIN¶¯ IGQEQ^I¯ <^¶¯EP<Qk]<^¶¯lIEkIn<kw¶¯<^G¯nkI<lokIkµ

0PIkI¯<kI¯<\l`¯E`o^EQ\u`]I^¯<^G¯E`o^EQ\]I^µ

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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The tribal government leaders represent all members of the tribe. They make

decisions about laws and safety. Leaders use their sovereignty to protect tribal

land and natural resources and support tribal members’ well-being through

education and cultural practices. They also work towards positive relationships

with neighboring communities.

Tribal members vote for their leaders and can attend Tribal Council meetings.

These meetings occur twice a month. Tribal members can override any

decision made by the Tribal Council by voting.  

Text source: Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah). "Tribal Council."

Image source: Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) seal by Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) is

used under the fair use doctrine.
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Governments in Massachusetts Graphic Organizer

Directions: Answer the questions in the graphic organizer using evidence from readings and discussions.

0whI¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

7P`¯G`Il¯Qn

kIhkIlI^n¼

�`u¯Ql¯Qn

`kO<^QzIG¼

�`u¯E<^¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI

hI`h\I¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I

Q^|oI^EI¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¼

Tribal

Town

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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0whI¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

7P`¯G`Il¯Qn

kIhkIlI^n¼

�`u¯Ql¯Qn

`kO<^QzIG¼

�`u¯E<^¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI

hI`h\I¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I

Q^|oI^EI¯nPQl¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n¼

City

Our town

or city

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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The Wampanoag Tribe of

Gay Head (Aquinnah) seal

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Tribal Government in Massachusetts (Expanded Word

Bank)

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯nkQD<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

Tribal Council <¯Ok`oh¯`N¯`N{EQ<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯\I<GIkl¯`N¯<^¯�^GQOI^`ol

nkQDI¯`k¯^<nQ`^

tradition <¯hk<EnQEI¯olIG¯n`¯h<ll¯G`u^¯<¯E`]]o^QnwÕl¯Eo\nokI

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

laws ko\Il¯`N¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¶¯n`u^¶¯EQnw¶¯ln<nI¶¯nkQDI¶¯`k¯E`o^nkw

sovereignty nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<¯^<nQ`^¯n`¯O`tIk^¯QnlI\N¯<^G¯]<[I¯Qnl¯`u^

\<ul

natural

resources

]<nIkQ<\l¯N`o^G¯Q^¯^<nokI¯nP<n¯E<^¯DI¯olIG¯n`¯loktQtI

<^GẦ k¯]<[I¯]`^Iw

attend n`¯Y`Q^¯`k¯DI¯hkIlI^n¯<n

override n`¯E<^EI\¯`k¯kIYIEn

0PI¯7<]h<^`<O¯0kQDI¯`N¯�<w¯�I<G¯Ê�joQ^^<PË¯P<l¯<

nkQD<\¯O`tIk^]I^n¯E<\\IG¯nPI¯Tribal Councilµ¯0PI¯nkQDI

N`\\`ul¯Qnl¯<^EIln`klÕ¯tradition°`N¯P<tQ^O¯<¯�PQIN¯<^G¯<

 IGQEQ^I¯ <^¯<l¯\I<GIklµ

0`G<w¶¯nPIQk¯0kQD<\¯�`o^EQ\¯P<l¯<¯n`n<\¯`N¯��¯]I]DIkl¶

Q^E\oGQ^O¯<¯�PQIN¶¯ IGQEQ^I¯ <^¶¯EP<Qk]<^¶¯lIEkIn<kw¶¯<^G

nkI<lokIkµ¯0PIkI¯<kI¯<\l`¯E`o^EQ\u`]I^¯<^G¯E`o^EQ\]I^µ

Lesson 3: Tribal Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


The tribal government leaders represent all members of the tribe. They make

decisions about laws and safety.

Leaders use their sovereignty to protect tribal land and natural resources and

support tribal members’ well-being through education and cultural practices.

They also work towards positive relationships with neighboring communities.

Tribal members vote for their leaders and can attend Tribal Council meetings.

These meetings occur twice a month. Tribal members can override any

decision made by the Tribal Council by voting.  

Text source: Wampanoag Tribe. "Tribal Council."

Image source: Wampanoag of Gay Head (Aquinnah) seal by Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe is used under

the fair use doctrine.
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Town Hall in South Hadley, Massachusetts

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Town Government in Massachusetts Reading

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯n`u^¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

towns E`]]o^QnQIl¯uQnP¯<¯/I\IEn¯
`<kG¯<^G¯0`u^¯ IInQ^O¯N`k]

`N¯O`tIk^]I^n

elected lI\IEnIG¯N`k¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

committees Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯N`k¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯hokh`lI

`k¯hk`YIEn

residents hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯<kI<

0PIkI¯<kI¯��� towns Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯+I`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<

n`u^¯P<tI¯t`nIG¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯n`u^¯N`k]

`N¯O`tIk^]I^nµ¯0`u^l¯<kI¯ko^¯Dw¯nPI

/I\IEn¯
`<kG¯<^G¯0`u^¯ IInQ^Oµ

0PIlI¯\I<GIkl¯<kI¯elected°Dw¯n`u^

]I]DIkl¯ItIkw¯�Ç�¯wI<klµ

/I\IEn¯
`<kGl¯<kI¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯`N

hI`h\I¯uP`¯lIn¯ko\Il¯N`k¯ko^^Q^O¯nPI

n`u^¶¯\Q[I¯OQtQ^O¯hIk]Qnl¯N`k¯ItI^nl¯Q^

nPI¯h<k[µ¯0`u^¯ IInQ^Ol¯lIn¯nPI¯\<ul¯N`k¯nPI¯n`u^¯<^G¯E`^nk`\¯P`u¯]`^Iw¯Ql

lhI^n¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯P`u¯]oEP¯]`^Iw¯O`Il¯n`¯nPI¯lEP``\lµ

Lesson 4: Town Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Town governments represent all the people who live in the town. They make

decisions about local laws, local projects, and how money and taxes will be

spent. Leaders also use their roles to support the other committees in the

town, including school committees and the board of health.

Residents of a town get to vote directly on issues or vote for leaders to do so for

them. Each spring, towns hold an election between March and June to vote for

their leaders. Town Meetings are also held at least once a year, and most are

open to all community members.

Image source: South Hadley Town Hall image by Massachusetts Municipal Association used with permission from

MMA.

Text sources:

Massachusetts Municipal Association. Forms of Local Government.

Massachusetts Municipal Association. 2023. "Local Government 101." September 19.
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Town Hall in South Hadley, Massachusetts

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Town Government in Massachusetts (Expanded Word

Bank)

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯n`u^¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

towns E`]]o^QnQIl¯uQnP¯<¯/I\IEn¯
`<kG¯<^G¯0`u^¯ IInQ^O¯N`k]

`N¯O`tIk^]I^n

elected lI\IEnIG¯N`k¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

laws ko\Il¯`N¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¶¯n`u^¶¯EQnw¶¯ln<nI¶¯nkQDI¶¯`k¯E`o^nkw

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

taxes ]`^Iw¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯n`¯h<w¯n`¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n

committees Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯N`k¯<¯lhIEQ{E¯hokh`lI

`k¯hk`YIEn

residents hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯<kI<

election nPI¯hk`EIll¯`N¯EP``lQ^O¯<¯\I<GIk¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

0PIkI¯<kI¯��� towns Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ

+I`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯n`u^¯P<tI¯t`nIG¯n`

P<tI¯<¯n`u^¯N`k]¯`N¯O`tIk^]I^nµ¯0`u^l

<kI¯ko^¯Dw¯nPI¯/I\IEn¯
`<kG¯<^G¯0`u^

 IInQ^Oµ¯0PIlI¯\I<GIkl¯<kI¯elected°Dw

n`u^¯]I]DIkl¯ItIkw¯�Ç�¯wI<klµ

/I\IEn¯
`<kGl¯<kI¯l]<\\¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I

uP`¯lIn¯ko\Il¯N`k¯ko^^Q^O¯nPI¯n`u^¶¯\Q[I

Lesson 4: Town Government in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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giving permits for events in the park. Town Meetings set the laws for the town

and control how money is spent, including how much money goes to the

schools.

Town governments represent all the people who live in the town. They make

decisions about local laws, local projects, and how money and taxes will be

spent. Leaders also use their roles to support the other committees in the

town, including school committees and the board of health.

Residents of a town get to vote directly on issues or vote for leaders to do so for

them. Each spring, towns hold an election between March and June to vote for

their leaders. Town Meetings are also held at least once a year, and most are

open to all community members.

Image source: South Hadley Town Hall image by Massachusetts Municipal Association used with permission from

MMA.

Text sources:

Massachusetts Municipal Association. Forms of Local Government.

Massachusetts Municipal Association. 2023. "Local Government 101." September 19.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

City Government in Massachusetts

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯EQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

cities E`]]o^QnQIl¯uQnP¯<¯]<w`k¯<^G¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

residents hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯<kI<

elect n`¯lI\IEn¯N`k¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

City Hall in Medford, Massachusetts

0PIkI¯<kI¯��¯cities°Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ¯+I`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¯nP<n¯Ql¯<

EQnw¯]oln¯P<tI¯<n¯\I<ln¯��¶���¯hI`h\I¯<^G¯t`nI¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯EQnw¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^nµ¯�QnQIl¯<kI¯ko^¯Dw¯<¯]<w`k¯<^G¯<¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\µ

�Qnw¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯represent°nPI¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯�¯]<w`k¯Ql¯nPI

\I<GIk¯`N¯<¯EQnwµ¯0PI¯]<w`k¯P<l¯nPIQk¯h`lQnQ`^¯N`k¯�¯`k¯�¯wI<klµ¯�¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\

h<llIl¯\`E<\¯\<ulµ¯0PIw¯P<tI¯�Ç��¯]I]DIklµ¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\¯]I]DIkl¯P`\G¯nPIQk

h`lQnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯wI<klµ
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Residents of the city elect the mayor and the City Council members. Elections

take place in November every other year. The mayor and City Council members

then make decisions for the community about city laws, how taxes are spent,

and what projects are done. City Council meetings often have periods of time

where members of the public can make statements to try to persuade City

Council members to act on certain issues.

Image source: Medford Town Hall courtesy of Massachusetts Municipal Association used with permission from

the MMA.

Text sources:

Massachusetts Municipal Association. Forms of Local Government.

Massachusetts Municipal Association. 2023. Local Government 101. September 19.
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City Hall in Medford, Massachusetts

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

City Government in Massachusetts (Expanded Word

Bank)

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯EQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnlµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

�l¯w`o¯kI<G¶¯o^GIk\Q^I°Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIl

hI`h\I¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^nµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

cities E`]]o^QnQIl¯uQnP¯<¯]<w`k¯<^G¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^n

represent n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k¯l`]I`^I¯`k¯l`]InPQ^O

laws ko\Il¯`N¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¶¯n`u^¶¯EQnw¶¯ln<nI¶¯nkQDI¶¯`k¯E`o^nkw

residents hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯EIkn<Q^¯<kI<

elect n`¯lI\IEn¯N`k¯<¯h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

taxes ]`^Iw¯hI`h\I¯P<tI¯n`¯h<w¯n`¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n

0PIkI¯<kI¯��¯cities°Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnlµ

+I`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¯nP<n

Ql¯<¯EQnw¯]oln¯P<tI¯<n¯\I<ln¯��¶���

hI`h\I¯<^G¯t`nI¯n`¯P<tI¯<¯EQnw¯N`k]¯`N

O`tIk^]I^nµ¯�QnQIl¯<kI¯ko^¯Dw¯<

]<w`k¯<^G¯<¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\µ

�Qnw¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯represent°nPI

hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯EQnwµ¯�¯]<w`k¯Ql

nPI¯\I<GIk¯`N¯<¯EQnwµ¯0PI¯]<w`k¯P<l

nPIQk¯h`lQnQ`^¯N`k¯�¯`k¯�¯wI<klµ¯�¯�Qnw

�`o^EQ\¯h<llIl¯\`E<\¯lawsµ¯0PIw¯P<tI¯�Ç��¯]I]DIklµ¯�Qnw¯�`o^EQ\¯]I]DIkl¯P`\G

nPIQk¯h`lQnQ`^l¯N`k¯�¯wI<klµ
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Residents of the city elect the mayor and the City Council members. Elections

take place in November every other year. The mayor and City Council members

then make decisions for the community about city laws, how taxes are spent,

and what projects are done. City Council meetings often have periods of time

where members of the public can make statements to try to persuade City

Council members to act on certain issues.

Image source: Medford Town Hall courtesy of Massachusetts Municipal Association used with permission from

the MMA.

Text sources:

Massachusetts Municipal Association. Forms of Local Government.

Massachusetts Municipal Association. 2023. Local Government 101. September 19.
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Discussion Diamond

Directions: Write on your corner of the Discussion Diamond when prompted.

Write a summary of your discussion in the middle after your group discusses.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Part 1

Directions: Use the answer bank to complete the sentences. Write the letter

(A, B, or C) on the line that matches the description.

Answer Bank

A B C

Mayor Chief Select Board member

In a tribal government, one leader is the ________.

In a town government, one leader is the ________.

In a city government, one leader is the ________.

Part 2

Directions: Read the story, and then use it to respond to the questions that

follow.

Story: Last week, community members sent letters and emails in

support of building an animal shelter. They felt it was important

to have a safe place for stray animals to get care. They also argued

that it would help these animals get adopted. Today, it was

reported in our local newspaper that Mayor Jones approved this

project. Construction will begin next month. Some local streets

will be closed during the construction period.

Lesson 8: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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`Il¯nPQl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯P<tI¯<¯nkQD<\¶¯n`u^¶¯`k¯EQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¼¯�`u¯G`¯w`o

[^`u¼

�`u¯GQG¯hI`h\I¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¼

�`u¯GQG¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Part 1

Directions: Use the answer bank to complete the sentences. Write the letter

(A, B, or C) on the line that matches the description.

Answer Bank

A B C

Mayor Chief Select Board member

In a tribal government, one leader is the ________.

In a town government, one leader is the ________.

In a city government, one leader is the ________.

Part 2

Directions: Read the story, and then use it to respond to the questions that

follow.

Story: Last week, community members sent letters and emails in

support of building an animal shelter. They felt it was important

to have a safe place for stray animals to get care. They also argued

that it would help these animals get adopted. Today it was

reported in our local newspaper that Mayor Jones approved this

project. Construction will begin next month. Some local streets

will be closed during the construction period.
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`Il¯nPQl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯P<tI¯<¯nkQD<\¶¯n`u^¶¯`k¯EQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¼¯�`u¯G`¯w`o

[^`u¼

0PQl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯P<l¯<¯___¯O`tIk^]I^n¯DIE<olI¯Qn¯___µ

�`u¯GQG¯hI`h\I¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¼

�^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¶¯hI`h\I¯Q^|oI^EIG¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Dw¯___µ

�`u¯GQG¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EI¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¼

�^¯nPQl¯ln`kw¶¯nPI¯O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^|oI^EIG¯hI`h\I¯Dw¯___µ
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Cluster 2: Our Town or City

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1





Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Our Town or City Graphic Organizer

Directions: Answer each question below using information and sources that your teacher provides.

Part 1: History of Our Town or City

Questions Information

What is the name of our

town or city?

Who were the Indigenous

peoples who lived here

originally? What happened

during colonization?

When was our town or city

founded? By whom?

Who lived in our town or

city at the time? Were there

enslaved or indentured

peoples?

Lesson 10: History of Our Town or City

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Part 2: Current Populations in Our Town or City

Questions Information

What groups of people

live in our town or city

today?

Where have people who

live in our town or city

today immigrated

from?

Which, if any,

Indigenous tribes or

nations are in our town

or city today?

What other important

population information

is there about our town

or city?

Lesson 10: History of Our Town or City

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Directions: 1lI¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯n`¯l[InEP¯<¯kIGIlQO^¯`N¯w`ok

n`u^¯`k¯EQnw¯lI<\¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯DIln¯Q^E`kh`k<nI¯nPI¯hI`h\I¶¯h\<EIl¶¯<^G¯PQln`kw¯`N

nPI¯<kI<µ

0PI^¯ukQnI¯<^¯<knQln¯ln<nI]I^n¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^l¯w`ok¯GIlQO^¯EP`QEIl¯<^G¯nPI

lhIEQ{E¯kI<l`^l¯DIPQ^G¯nPI]µ¯0PQl¯<knQln¯ln<nI]I^n¯lP`o\G¯E\I<k\w¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI

PQln`kQE<\¯<^G¯hkIlI^nÆG<w¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯P<tI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯w`ok¯n`u^¯`k

EQnwµ

My seal sketch:
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My artist statement:
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Directions: 1lI¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¯n`¯l[InEP¯<¯kIGIlQO^¯`N¯w`ok

n`u^¯`k¯EQnw¯lI<\¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯DIln¯Q^E`kh`k<nI¯nPI¯hI`h\I¶¯h\<EIl¶¯<^G¯PQln`kw¯`N

nPI¯<kI<µ

0PI^¯ukQnI¯<^¯<knQln¯ln<nI]I^n¯nP<n¯Ivh\<Q^l¯w`ok¯GIlQO^¯EP`QEIl¯<^G¯nPI

lhIEQ{E¯kI<l`^l¯DIPQ^G¯nPI]µ¯0PQl¯<knQln¯ln<nI]I^n¯lP`o\G¯E\I<k\w¯GIlEkQDI¯nPI

PQln`kQE<\¯<^G¯hkIlI^nÆG<w¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯P<tI¯Q^|oI^EIG¯w`ok¯n`u^¯`k

EQnwµ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯hk`tQGIG¯lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯n`¯PI\h¯w`oµ

My seal sketch:
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My artist statement:

 w¯lI<\¯Q^E\oGIl¯___¯n`¯kIhkIlI^n¯___¯Nk`]¯PQln`kwµ

___¯Q^|oI^EIG¯`ok¯n`u^¯Â¯EQnw¯Dw¯___µ

 w¯GIlQO^¯P<l¯___¯n`¯kIhkIlI^n¯___¯Nk`]¯nPI¯hkIlI^nÆG<wµ

___¯Q^|oI^EIl¯`ok¯n`u^¯Â¯EQnw¯Dw¯___µ
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Cluster 3: How Communities Take Action

Inquiry Chart
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Cluster 3: How Communities Take Action

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Peer Interview Graphic Organizer

Directions: Record information from your peer interviews in the chart below. The blank rows are for any

additional questions you want to ask or notes you want to record.

Questions Information

What is your name?

What are some places

in our community that

are important to you

and why?

Who do you know who

helps make the

community better?

How do they help?

Lesson 15: Peer Interviews

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Questions Information

What are some ways

that you think our

community could be

even better?

Lesson 15: Peer Interviews

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Community Member Graphic Organizer

Directions: Record information from interviews or readings in the chart below. The blank rows are for any

additional questions you want to ask or notes you want to record.

Questions Information

What is your name, and

what are your role(s) in

the community?

What community issues

are important to you

and why?

How do you participate

in or contribute to the

community?

Lesson 16: Community Interviews or Research (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts
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Questions Information

�kI¯nPIkI¯<^w¯u<wl¯nP<n

w`o¯Q^|oI^EI¯`k

h<knQEQh<nI¯Q^¯nPI

O`tIk^]I^n¯Q^¯`ok

E`]]o^Qnw¼
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Discussion Diamond

Directions: Write on your corner of the Discussion Diamond when prompted.

Write a summary of your discussion in the middle after your group discusses.
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Student Material
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Directions: Describe a community issue that you care about. Then list three

ways that people and the government can help or take action on this issue

based on what you learned from other community members in this cluster.

In your list, be sure to include at least one way people can help and one way

the government can help.

Community issue:

Ways that people and the government can help or take action:

1.

Lesson 19: Formative Assessment

Student Handout
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2.

3.

Lesson 19: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 5: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Optional: Create a drawing that represents or illustrates the ideas you

described.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Describe a community issue that you care about. Then list three

ways that people and the government can help or take action on this issue

based on what you learned from other community members in this cluster.

In your list, be sure to include at least one way people can help and one way

the government can help. You can use the sentence frames to help you.

Community issue:

A community issue that I care about is ___.

The reason it is important to me is ___.
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Ways that people and the government can help or take action:

One way that people / the government can help is ___.

A strategy or action like ___ could help because ___.

1.

2.

3.
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Optional: Create a drawing that represents or illustrates the ideas you

described.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Content Assessment

Section 1: Geography

Directions: Follow the prompts about the map below.

Massachusetts Cities and Towns by MassGIS (Bureau of Geographic Information),

Commonwealth of Massachusetts EOTSS via Mass.gov, public domain

Circle where your town or city is located on the map above.

Describe where in Massachusetts your town or city is located using the cardinal

directions (North, South, East, West).

Name one geographic feature or landmark from your town or city.
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions:  <nEP¯I<EP¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯`^¯nPI¯\INn¯n`¯Qnl¯GI{^QnQ`^¯`^¯nPI

kQOPn¯Dw¯Gk<uQ^O¯<¯\Q^I¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯nPI]µ

6`E<D �`^^IEnQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^

kIhkIlI^n

l`]InPQ^O¯nP<n¯w`o

E<^¯DI¯GIhI^GIG¯`^

n`¯G`

h`ho\<nQ`^

nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<

^<nQ`^¯n`¯O`tIk^

QnlI\N¯<^G¯]<[I¯Qnl

`u^¯\<ul

l`tIkIQO^nw

n`¯lI\IEn¯N`k¯<

h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

kIlh`^lQDQ\Qnw

nPI¯^o]DIk¯`N

hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<

lhIEQ{E¯<kI<

I\IEn

n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k

l`]I`^I¯`k

l`]InPQ^O
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Section 3: Short Answer

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯DI\`uµ¯0PI^¯olI¯nPI¯jo`nI¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^

nPQl¯o^Qn¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯<¯NIu¯lI^nI^EIlµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`¯olI¯GIn<Q\l¯`k

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lI¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯lhIEQ{E¯nPQ^O

nP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯nP<n¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯E<^¯G`µ

Ò7PInPIk¯nPk`oOP¯I\IEnQ`^l¯`k¯n`u^¯]IInQ^Ol¶¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯E<^

]<[I¯lokI¯nPI¯Q^nIkIlnl¯`N¯nPI¯\`E<\¯E`]]o^Qnw¯<kI¯lIktIGµ¯0PIw¯N`Eol¯`^

QlloIl¯nP<n¯GQkIEn\w¯<NNIEn¯`ok¯ItIkwG<w¯\QtIl¯<^G¯]<[I¯lokI¯nP<n¯ItIkw`^I

NII\l¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯GIEQlQ`^Æ]<[Q^O¯hk`EIllµÓ

Ç¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯�Qln`kw·¯�Qnw¶¯0`u^¶¯0kQD<\¯�`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnl¯Dw¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
�/�

7Pw¯<kI¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯Q]h`kn<^n¶¯<^G¯uP<n¯G`¯nPIw¯G`¼
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: The People and Governments of Massachusetts

Content Assessment (Sentence Frames)

Section 1: Geography

Directions: Follow the prompts about the map below.

Massachusetts Cities and Towns by MassGIS (Bureau of Geographic Information),

Commonwealth of Massachusetts EOTSS via Mass.gov, public domain

Circle where your town or city is located on the map above.

Describe where in Massachusetts your town or city is located using the cardinal

directions (North, South, East, West).

My town or city is located in the ___ area of Massachusetts.
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Name one geographic feature or landmark from your town or city.

___ is a geographic feature / landmark in my town or city.
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Section 2: Vocabulary

Directions:  <nEP¯I<EP¯t`E<Do\<kw¯u`kG¯`^¯nPI¯\INn¯n`¯Qnl¯GI{^QnQ`^¯`^¯nPI

kQOPn¯Dw¯Gk<uQ^O¯<¯\Q^I¯n`¯E`^^IEn¯nPI]µ

6`E<D �`^^IEnQ`^ 
I{^QnQ`^

kIhkIlI^n

l`]InPQ^O¯nP<n¯w`o

E<^¯DI¯GIhI^GIG¯`^

n`¯G`

h`ho\<nQ`^

nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<

^<nQ`^¯n`¯O`tIk^

QnlI\N¯<^G¯]<[I¯Qnl

`u^¯\<ul

l`tIkIQO^nw

n`¯lI\IEn¯N`k¯<

h`lQnQ`^¯Dw¯t`nQ^O

kIlh`^lQDQ\Qnw

nPI¯^o]DIk¯`N

hI`h\I¯uP`¯\QtI¯Q^¯<

lhIEQ{E¯<kI<

I\IEn

n`¯<En¯`k¯ln<^G¯N`k

l`]I`^I¯`k

l`]InPQ^O
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Section 3: Short Answer

Directions: .I<G¯nPI¯jo`nI¯DI\`uµ¯0PI^¯olI¯nPI¯jo`nI¯<^G¯uP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯Q^

nPQl¯o^Qn¯n`¯<^luIk¯nPI¯joIlnQ`^¯Q^¯<¯NIu¯lI^nI^EIlµ¯
I¯lokI¯n`¯olI¯GIn<Q\l¯`k

ItQGI^EI¯Nk`]¯nPI¯o^Qn¯Q^¯w`ok¯kIlh`^lI¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯lhIEQ{E¯nPQ^O

nP<n¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯nP<n¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯E<^¯G`µ¯9`o¯E<^¯olI¯nPI¯hk`tQGIG

lI^nI^EI¯Nk<]Il¯n`¯PI\h¯w`oµ

Ò7PInPIk¯nPk`oOP¯I\IEnQ`^l¯`k¯n`u^¯]IInQ^Ol¶¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯E<^

]<[I¯lokI¯nPI¯Q^nIkIlnl¯`N¯nPI¯\`E<\¯E`]]o^Qnw¯<kI¯lIktIGµ¯0PIw¯N`Eol¯`^

QlloIl¯nP<n¯GQkIEn\w¯<NNIEn¯`ok¯ItIkwG<w¯\QtIl¯<^G¯]<[I¯lokI¯nP<n¯ItIkw`^I

NII\l¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯GIEQlQ`^Æ]<[Q^O¯hk`EIllµÓ

Ç¯°�^tIlnQO<nQ^O¯�Qln`kw·¯�Qnw¶¯0`u^¶¯0kQD<\¯�`tIk^]I^n¯Q^

 <ll<EPolInnl¯Dw¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
�/�

7Pw¯<kI¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nl¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯Q]h`kn<^n¶¯<^G¯uP<n¯G`¯nPIw¯G`¼

Local governments in Massachusetts are important because ___. They are

responsible for doing things like ___ and ___.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task

Directions: Follow the steps below to complete the Unit 5 Summative

Assessment Task.

Step 1

Review your Formative Assessment Tasks and graphic organizers from Clusters

1–3. Use the organizer below to brainstorm ideas and actions that could be

taken to improve your community.

7P<n¯QlloIl¯Q^¯w`ok

E`]]o^Qnw¯ÊlEP``\¶

^IQOPD`kP``G¶¯n`u^¶

EQnw¶¯InEµË¯<kI¯Q]h`kn<^n

n`¯w`o¯`k¯n`¯`nPIk

hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¼

�`u¯G`¯w`o¯[^`u

<D`on¯nPIlI¯QlloIl¼

7Pw¯<kI¯nPIlI¯QlloIl

Q]h`kn<^n¯`k

lQO^Q{E<^n¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¯n<[I¯<EnQ`^

n`¯<GGkIll¯nPIlI¯QlloIl¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

O`tIk^]I^n¯n<[I¯<EnQ`^

n`¯<GGkIll¯nPIlI¯QlloIl¼
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Step 2

�P``lI¯`^I¯`N¯nPI¯QlloIl¯Nk`]¯/nIh¯�¯n`¯Ivh\<Q^¯n`¯`nPIk¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¯uPw¯nPI¯QlloI¯Ql¯Q]h`kn<^n¯<^G¯uP<n¯nPIw¯E`o\G¯G`¯n`¯<GGkIll¯Qnµ

/`]I¯joIlnQ`^l¯nP<n¯w`o¯E<^¯<GGkIll¯Q^¯w`ok¯ukQnQ^O·

General plan / idea questions

�7P<n¯Ql¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw¯h\<^¯`k¯QGI<¼

�7Pw¯Ql¯Qn¯^IIGIG¼

�7P`¯uQ\\¯Qn¯DI^I{n¼

��`u¯uQ\\¯Qn¯DI^I{n¯hI`h\I¯`k¯h`lQnQtI\w¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯E`]]o^Qnw¼
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Community questions

�What can community members do to support your community plan or

idea?

�How can community members get involved?
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Government questions

�Who in your town or city government could you contact about this issue?

�What can your town or city government do to support your community

plan or idea?
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Step 3

Draw a detailed illustration that will grab people’s attention and encourage

their support of your plan or idea.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Summative Assessment Task (Sentence Frames)

Directions: Follow the steps below to complete the Unit 5 Summative

Assessment Task.

Step 1

Review your Formative Assessment Tasks and graphic organizers from Clusters

1–3. Use the organizer below to brainstorm ideas and actions that could be

taken to improve your community. You can use note form for this section.

7P<n¯QlloIl¯Q^¯w`ok

E`]]o^Qnw¯ÊlEP``\¶

^IQOPD`kP``G¶¯n`u^¶

EQnw¶¯InEµË¯<kI¯Q]h`kn<^n

n`¯w`o¯`k¯n`¯`nPIk

hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¼

�`u¯G`¯w`o¯[^`u

<D`on¯nPIlI¯QlloIl¼

7Pw¯<kI¯nPIlI¯QlloIl

Q]h`kn<^n¯`k

lQO^Q{E<^n¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¯n<[I¯<EnQ`^

n`¯<GGkIll¯nPIlI¯QlloIl¼

�`u¯E<^¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

O`tIk^]I^n¯n<[I¯<EnQ`^

n`¯<GGkIll¯nPIlI¯QlloIl¼
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Step 2

Choose one of the issues from Step 1 to explain to other people in the

community why the issue is important and what they could do to address it.

Some questions and sample sentence frames that you can address in your

writing:

General plan / idea questions Sentence frames

�7P<n¯Ql¯w`ok¯E`]]o^Qnw

h\<^¯`k¯QGI<¼

 w¯E`]]o^Qnw¯h\<^¯Â¯QGI<¯Ql¯___µ

�7Pw¯Ql¯nPQl¯h\<^¯`k¯QGI<

^IIGIG¼

0PQl¯h\<^¯Ql¯^IIGIG¯DIE<olI¯___µ

��`u¯uQ\\¯Qn¯DI^I{n¯hI`h\I

`k¯h`lQnQtI\w¯Q^|oI^EI¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¼

�n¯uQ\\¯DI^I{n¯hI`h\I¯Â¯h`lQnQtI\w

Q^|oI^EI¯nPI¯E`]]o^Qnw¯Dw¯___µ
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Community questions Sentence frames

�What can community

members do to support

your community plan or

idea?

Community members can ___ to

support my community plan /

idea.

�How can community

members get involved?

People can get involved by ___.
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Government questions Sentence frames

�Who in your town or city

government could you

contact about this issue?

___ in my (town / city)

government could be contacted.

�What can the town or city

government do to support

your community plan or

idea?

My (town / city) government can

___ to support my community

plan / idea.
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Step 3

Draw a detailed illustration that will grab people’s attention and encourage

their support of your plan or idea.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Extension: Poster Assembly Example

Directions: Create a poster that would encourage community members to

support your plan or project. Use the writing and drawing you created on the

Summative Assessment Task to build your poster.

Welcome to ________________.

Community plan or

idea writing

Illustration
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

The People and Governments of Massachusetts Rubric

Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Practice Standard 1

�vh\<Q^¯nPI¯hokh`lI¯<^G

No^EnQ`^¯`N¯\`E<\¯<^G¯ln<nI

O`tIk^]I^nl¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI

<tI^oIl¯nPIw¯`NNIk

Q^GQtQGo<\l¯N`k¯h<knQEQh<nQ`^

<^G¯Q^|oI^EIµ

0PI¯lnoGI^n¯E\I<k\w¯<^G¯<EEok<nI\w

Ivh\<Q^l¯uP`¯Q^¯nPIQk¯n`u^ÂEQnw

O`tIk^]I^n¯E`o\G¯DI¯E`^n<EnIG¯<^G

P`u¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI¯E`]]o^Qnw¯E`o\G

lohh`kn¯nPIQk¯h\<^ÂQGI<µ

0PI¯lnoGI^n¯OI^Ik<\\w¯Ivh\<Q^l¯uP`¯Q^

nPIQk¯n`u^ÂEQnw¯O`tIk^]I^n¯E`o\G¯DI

E`^n<EnIG¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI

E`]]o^Qnw¯E`o\G¯lohh`kn¯nPIQk

h\<^ÂQGI<µ

0PI¯lnoGI^n¯h<knQ<\\w¯`k¯Q^<EEok<nI\w

Ivh\<Q^l¯uP`¯Q^¯nPIQk¯n`u^ÂEQnw

O`tIk^]I^n¯E`o\G¯DI¯E`^n<EnIG¯<^G

P`u¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI¯E`]]o^Qnw¯E`o\G

lohh`kn¯nPIQk¯h\<^ÂQGI<µ

Practice Standard 7


IlEkQDI¯<¯k<^OI¯`N¯\`E<\¶

kIOQ`^<\¶¯<^GẦ k¯O\`D<\

QlloIl¶¯<^G¯Ivh\<Q^¯P`u

GQNNIkI^n¯<EnQ`^l¯n<[I^¯Dw

lnoGI^nl¯<^G¯`nPIkl¯u`o\G

PI\h¯<GGkIll¯nPIlI¯QlloIlµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯E\I<k\w¯QGI^nQ{Il¯<¯lhIEQ{E

E`]]o^Qnw¯QlloI¯<^G¯GIlEkQDIl¯Q^

GIn<Q\¯P`u¯<¯OQtI^¯<EnQ`^¯E<^¯PI\h

<GGkIll¯Qnµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯QGI^nQ{Il¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw

QlloI¯<^G¯GIlEkQDIl¯P`u¯<¯OQtI^¯<EnQ`^

E<^¯PI\h¯<GGkIll¯Qnµ

0PI¯ukQnIk¯QGI^nQ{Il¯<¯E`]]o^Qnw¯QlloI

<^G¯h<knQ<\\w¯GIlEkQDIl¯P`u¯<¯OQtI^

<EnQ`^¯E<^¯PI\h¯<GGkIll¯Qnµ
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Standard Exceeding Meeting Approaching

Content Standards

3.T1.3 ÊuP<n¯O`tIk^]I^nl

G`¯<^G¯P`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^

h<knQEQh<nIË¶¯3.T1.3a

ÊE\<llk``]¯<^G¯lEP``\

O`tIk^]I^nlË¶¯3.T1.3b ÊEQnw

<^G¯n`u^¯O`tIk^]I^nlË¶

3.T1.3c°ÊEQnw¯<^G¯n`u^

O`tIk^]I^n¯k`\IlË¶¯ 3.T1.3d

ÊP`u¯hI`h\I¯E<^¯h<knQEQh<nI

Q^¯\`E<\¯O`tIk^]I^nË¶

3.T1.3e°Êt`\o^nIIkQ^OË¶

AND/OR 3.T1.3f Êk`\I¯`N

n<vIlË


In<Q\IG¶¯lhIEQ{E¶¯<^G¯<EEok<nI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Ql¯hk`tQGIG¯<D`on

O`tIk^]I^n¯<^G¯E`]]o^Qnw

]I]DIklÕ¯h`llQD\I¯k`\Il¶

kIlh`^lQDQ\QnQIl¶¯<^GẦ k¯<EnQ`^lµ

�I^Ik<\\w¯<EEok<nI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Ql

hk`tQGIG¯<D`on¯O`tIk^]I^n¯<^G

E`]]o^Qnw¯]I]DIklÕ¯h`llQD\I¯k`\Il¶

kIlh`^lQDQ\QnQIl¶¯<^GẦ k¯<EnQ`^lµ

�^E`]h\InI¯<^GẦ k¯OI^Ik<\\w¯Q^<EEok<nI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Ql¯hk`tQGIG¯<D`on

O`tIk^]I^n¯<^G¯E`]]o^Qnw

]I]DIklÕ¯h`llQD\I¯k`\Il¶

kIlh`^lQDQ\QnQIl¶¯<^GẦ k¯<EnQ`^lµ

Overall Feedback:

Summative Assessment

Rubric
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QUESTION

We ask questions about what we see, think, and wonder.

Question Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

Who? Who was ___? Who made ___? Who wrote ___?

What? What was ___? What did ___? What would ___?

Where?

Where was ___? Where did ___? Where would ___?

When? When was ___? When did ___? When would ___?

Why? Why was ___? Why did ___? Why would ___?

How? How was ___? How did ___? How would ___?

Language and Literacy Support

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

1

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/




SUMMARIZE

We summarize to understand and share the main idea and supporting details.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

0PQl¯Ql¯<D`on¯___µ 0PI¯]<Q^¯QGI<¯`N¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯Ql¯___µ Ò0Qn\IÓ°Dw¯�onP`k¯Ql¯<D`on¯___µ

#^I¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

0PI¯{kln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

�¯lIE`^G¯[Iw¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

�^¯nPI¯{kln¯Â¯lIE`^G°h<kn¶

nPI ]<Q^¯QGI<¯Ql¯___µ

�^¯Â¯�^`nPIk¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ

�^`nPIk¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ #^I¯\<ln¯Q]h`kn<^n¯GIn<Q\¯Ql¯___µ 0PI¯<onP`k¯E`^E\oGIl¯nP<n¯___µ
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OBSERVE

We observe a source by looking for details that help us understand it better.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

In this source I see ___.

An important detail I see

in this source is ___.

I notice ___.

This is important because ___.

In this source I notice ___.

Something I notice and want to

know more about is ___.

I see / don’t see ___,

which makes me wonder ___.

Things to look for Source types and details Examples

Details to look for: h\<EIl¶¯hI`h\I¶

ItI^nl¶¯OI`Ok<hPw¶¯h<nnIk^l¶¯u`kGl¶

^o]DIkl¶¯E`\`kl¶¯]<h¯[Iwl

Features of sources:°nQn\I¶¯<onP`k¶

PI<GQ^Ol¶¯Q]<OIl¶¯E<hnQ`^l¶¯EP<knl¶

]<hl¶¯t`E<Do\<kw¯GI{^QnQ`^l

Source types: <knQE\I¶¯<knQN<En¶

G`Eo]I^n¶¯Gk<uQ^O¶¯Ok<hPQE¶

Q\\olnk<nQ`^¶¯Q]<OI¶¯\InnIk¶¯]<h¶

^Iulh<hIk¶¯hP`n`Ok<hP¶¯hkQ]<kw¯Â

lIE`^G<kw¯l`okEI¶¯tQGI`¶¯uIDlQnI

Source details:°<onP`k¶¯<oGQI^EI¶

G<nI¶¯nQn\I¶¯\`E<nQ`^¶¯]<nIkQ<\l¯olIG¯Q^

<^¯<knQN<En¶¯lQzI¯`N¯<^¯<knQN<En

�^¯nPQl¯l`okEI¯�¯lII¯<¯ko\Ik¯Dw¯nPI

E`Q^°nP<n¯lP`ul¯Qnl¯lQzIµ

�¯G`^Õn¯lII¯<^w¯hI`h\I¶¯uPQEP

]<[Il¯]I¯u`^GIk¯QN¯nPI¯EQnw¯u<l

<D<^G`^IGµ
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CONNECT

We connect to our inquiry questions by thinking about what we learn from sources.

Less complex ⇨ More complex ⇨ Most complex ⇨

I think ___. These two sources show ___.

The evidence in this source is

important because ___.

One connection is ___.

This source shows ___, but

the other source shows ___.

Based on evidence that shows ___,

I think ___.

This source shows ___.

These sources help answer our

question about ___ because ___.

The most useful sources for

answering our question

are ___ and ___ because ___.

This source answers our

question because ___.

This information matters

because ___.

We learned ___ from these sources.

This is important because ___.
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TALK MOVES

We use talk moves to listen closely, share what we think, and build on the ideas of others.

Listening moves Speaking moves

Clarify

Could you say that another way?

Can you explain what you mean by that?

I understand ___, but I want to know ___.

Add on

I’d like to add to what ___ said. I think ___.

I agree with you and ___.

Another example is ___.

Inquire

Can you tell us more about ___?

What do you think about ___?

What are some other perspectives?

Challenge ideas

I respectfully disagree because ___.

Why do you think that?

What is your evidence for ___?
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Grade 3 Word Map Example

Directions: Explore this word for your personal dictionary. Follow your teacher’s instructions

about what sections to complete and what tools to use.

gratitude

u`kG

the experience of being thankful

GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

Draw a picture or diagram

to help you remember the

meaning of the word.

Word Family:

Write down different forms of

the word.

gratitude (n)

grateful (adj)

gratefully (adv)

Part of speech:

Is this word a noun, a proper

noun, a verb, an adjective, or

an adverb?

noun

Translanguage:

Translate the word and write it

here.

gratitud

Image sources: “Sketch” by Adrien Coquet, “Puzzle pieces” by shashank singh, “Translate” by Uswa KDT,

“Complement” by Brandon Shields, “Gratitude” by Liez Art, all via thenounproject.com, licensed under CC BY 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Word Map

Directions: Explore this word for your personal dictionary. Follow your teacher's instructions

about what sections to complete and what tools to use.

__________________________________________________

u`kG

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

GI{^QnQ`^

Illustrate:

Draw a picture or diagram to

help you remember the

meaning of the word.

Word Family:

Write down different forms of

the word.

Part of speech:

Is this word a noun, a proper

noun, a verb, an adjective, or

an adverb?

Translanguage:

Translate the word and write it

here

�]<OI¯l`okEIl·¯Ú/[InEPÚ¯Dw¯�GkQI^¯�`joIn¶¯Ú+ozz\I¯hQIEIlÚ¯Dw¯lP<lP<^[¯lQ^OP¶¯Ú0k<^l\<nIÚ¯Dw¯1lu<¯�
0¶¯Ú�`]h\I]I^nÚ¯Dw


k<^G`^¯/PQI\Gl¸¯<\\¯tQ<¯nPI^`o^hk`YIEnµE`]¶¯\QEI^lIG¯o^GIk¯��¯
9¯�µ�µ
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