
GRADE 3, UNIT 3

Change in the Time of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony

STUDENT WORKBOOK

A hand-colored etching from the 1770s shows people working on the docks of Salem, Massachusetts. Image by Balthasar 
Friedrich Leizel via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.



Copyright Notice

All original content in this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0

International License and © 2026 by DESE. Third party content including, but not limited to, images,

illustrations, and photographs, are subject to their own license terms.

.INIkI^EI¯Q^¯nPQl¯EokkQEo\o]¯n`¯<^w¯lhIEQ{E¯E`]]IkEQ<\¯hk`GoEnl¶¯hk`EIllIl¶¯`k¯lIktQEIl¶¯`k¯nPI¯olI¯`N

<^w¯nk<GI¶¯{k]¶¯`k¯E`kh`k<nQ`^¯^<]I¯Ql¯N`k¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<^G¯E`^tI^QI^EI¯`N¯nPI¯hoD\QE¶¯<^G¯G`Il

^`n¯E`^lnQnonI¯I^G`klI]I^n¯`k¯kIE`]]I^G<nQ`^¯Dw¯nPI¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
Ih<kn]I^n¯`N¯�\I]I^n<kw

<^G¯/IE`^G<kw¯�GoE<nQ`^¯Ê
�/�Ëµ¯#ok¯`N{EI¯Ql¯^`n¯kIlh`^lQD\I¯N`k¯<^G¯G`Il¯^`n¯Q^¯<^w¯u<w¯Oo<k<^nII

nPI¯<EEok<Ew¯`N¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^¯`nPIk¯lQnIl¯<EEIllQD\I¯nPk`oOP¯\Q^[l¯PIkIQ^µ¯�`k¯]`kI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

h\I<lI¯E`^n<En·¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O�Qln`kwÜ]<llµO`tµ

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Table of Contents

2

�

�

�

��

��

13

��

��

��

20

��

��

��

��

��

Cluster 1: Puritans and the Massachusetts Bay Colony ......................................

�Ill`^¯�·¯�\olnIk¯�¯�<o^EP µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯�·¯+okQn<^¯�kkQt<\¯Q^¯nPI¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
<w¯�`\`^w µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯�·¯
<Q\w¯�QNI¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
<w¯�`\`^w µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯�·¯0k<GI¯<^G¯
<knIkQ^O¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
<w¯�`\`^w µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯�·¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

Cluster 2: Leadership in Massachusetts: 1600–1770 .............................................

�Ill`^¯�·¯�I<GIklPQh¯<^G¯7<kl µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯��·¯�I<GIk¯+k`{\Il¯Ê+<kn¯�Ë µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯��·¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

Cluster 3: Enslavement and Resistance in Massachusetts ...............................

�Ill`^¯��·¯�o\nokIl¯`N¯7Iln¯�NkQE< µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯��·¯0PI¯0kQ<^Oo\<k¯0k<GI µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯��·¯�NkQE<^¯�vhIkQI^EIl¯Q^¯ <ll<EPolInnl µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯��·¯�`k]l¯`N¯.IlQln<^EI µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

�Ill`^¯��·¯�`k]<nQtI¯�llIll]I^n µµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµµ

1



Cluster 1: Puritans and the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2



Cluster 1: Puritans and the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Puritan Images Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you observe and discuss the three images with your group,

record your thinking in the organizer below.

Image What I see What I think this might say

about Puritan values and why

1

2

3

Lesson 2: Cluster 1 Launch

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony Notes

Organizer

Directions: Use what you learned from the Founding of the Massachusetts Bay

Colony text to answer the prompts below. Cause and effect sentence frames

are provided to support your response to the last question.

1. Why did the Puritans come to the Massachusetts Bay Colony?

2. What values and opinions did the Puritans have?

Lesson 3: Puritan Arrival in the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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3. How did these Puritan values and opinions impact Indigenous peoples in the

Northeast? Be sure to use cause and effect language in your response.

Cause and effect frames

___, so ___. Because (of) ___, ___. ___ was caused by ___.

Lesson 3: Puritan Arrival in the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Daily Life Notes Organizer

Directions: Follow the prompts below to engage in the Investigating Sources

routine with two sources.

Source 1: New England Primer

Observe:

Is this a primary or secondary source?

Read:

What facts or opinions are included?

What does this source tell us about Puritan values?

Lesson 4: Daily Life in Massachusetts Bay Colony

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Source 2: Every Day Life in the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Observe:

Is this a primary or secondary source?

Read:

What facts or opinions are included?

What does this source tell us about Puritan values?

Lesson 4: Daily Life in Massachusetts Bay Colony

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Sources 1 and 2: Look at both together

Connect:

How did Puritan values and actions affect their lives? Be sure to use

information from both sources in your response.

Lesson 4: Daily Life in Massachusetts Bay Colony

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Trade and Barter Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you read and discuss the slides, record your notes following

each prompt in the graphic organizer below.

What Puritans

traded and

bartered:

Who Puritans

traded and

bartered with:

Impacts of

Puritans’ expanded

trade and

bartering:

Puritan values that

these actions

show:

Lesson 5: Trade and Bartering in Massachusetts Bay Colony

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Directions: Use your learnings and resources from the cluster to answer each

question below. Be sure to use at least one fact and one opinion in each

response.

You can also use the word bank to support your writing.

Word Bank

labor barter religion territory

land trade permission wealth

What was one value that was important to Puritans, and how do you know?

What is one action that Puritans took that shows this value?

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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How did this action affect Puritans?

How did this action affect other groups of people?

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Cluster 2: Leadership in Massachusetts: 1600–1770

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

13



Cluster 2: Leadership in Massachusetts: 1600–1770

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Leadership and Wars Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you read and discuss the slides, record your notes following

each prompt in the graphic organizer below.

Event Indigenous leadership

actions and values

Colonist leadership actions

and values

The Pequot

War

King Philip’s

War

New or

lingering

questions you

have about

what you

learned:

Lesson 9: Leadership and Wars

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Leader Jigsaw Notes Organizer

Directions: �NnIk¯w`o¯kI<G¯<^G¯GQlEoll¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯\I<GIk¯hk`{\I¯uQnP¯w`ok

Ok`oh¶¯kIE`kG¯w`ok¯\I<k^Q^Ol¯Q^¯nPI¯^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIk¯DI\`uµ¯7PI^¯hk`]hnIG¯Dw

w`ok¯nI<EPIk¯n`¯DIOQ^¯nPI¯YQOl<u¶¯DI¯lokI¯n`¯<\l`¯kIE`kG¯w`ok¯^Iu¯\I<k^Q^Ol¯Q^

nPI¯^`nIl¯`kO<^QzIk¯DI\`uµ

�I<GIk¯<^G

Ok`oh

�EnQ`^l¯<^G¯t<\oIl �`u¯nPIw¯Q^|oI^EIG

`nPIkl

Massasoit

Ousamequin,

Wampanoag

sachem

Metacom,

Wampanoag

sachem

Awashonks,

Sakonnet

Wampanoag

sachem

John

Winthrop,

Massachusetts

Bay Colony

governor

Lesson 10: Leader Profiles (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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�I<GIk¯<^G

Ok`oh

�EnQ`^l¯<^G¯t<\oIl �`u¯nPIw¯Q^|oI^EIG

`nPIkl

John Cotton,

Massachusetts

Bay Colony

minister

Thomas

Dudley,

Massachusetts

Bay Colony

governor

Lesson 10: Leader Profiles (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Directions: �^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`u¶¯\Qln¯<n¯\I<ln¯`^I¯t<\oI¯<^G¯`^I¯<EnQ`^¯N`k¯I<EP

nwhI¯`N¯\I<GIkµ¯0PI^¯GIlEkQDI¯<n¯\I<ln¯nu`¯u<wl¯nPIlI¯t<\oIl¯<^G¯<EnQ`^l

Q^|oI^EIG¯I<EP¯`nPIkµ


I¯lokI¯n`¯Q^E\oGI¯lhIEQ{E¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Nk`]¯w`ok¯E\olnIk¯]<nIkQ<\l¯<^G¯l`okEIl

Q^¯w`ok¯ukQnQ^Oµ

�^GQOI^`ol¯\I<GIklÛ

t<\oIl¯<^G¯<EnQ`^l

+okQn<^¯\I<GIklÕ¯t<\oIl

<^G¯<EnQ`^l

�`u¯nPIw¯Q^|oI^EIG

I<EP¯`nPIk

7P<n¯u<l¯<¯N<En¯nP<n¯w`o¯Q^E\oGIG¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯<D`tI¼

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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What was an opinion that you included in the chart above?

What was one material or source from the cluster that you used? Was it a

primary or secondary source?

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Cluster 3: Enslavement and Resistance in Massachusetts

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
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Cluster 3: Enslavement and Resistance in Massachusetts

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Idia of the Benin Kingdom Notes Organizer

Directions: As you listen to the read-aloud of Idia of the Benin Kingdom,

record your responses below.

What were some of the values that Idia had? How do you know?

How might Idia’s values have shaped the lives of the people in Benin when she

became a leader?

What questions do you have about the story?

Lesson 15: Cultures of West Africa

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Closing Questions

Directions: Use writing and/or drawing to share any questions you have about

what you learned today about the Triangular Trade.

Lesson 16: The Triangular Trade

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

African Experiences Notes Organizer

Part 1

Directions: Use the African Experiences in Massachusetts reading to respond

to the questions below.

What types of forced labor did Africans in Massachusetts do?

What did the law created by the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1641 do?

Lesson 17: African Experiences in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Part 2

Directions: Think about your learnings so far in this cluster, and discuss the

following questions with a partner. Then write down your responses.

What did we learn that can help us answer our Supporting Question: How did

people in the Massachusetts Bay Colony respond to enslavement, and how

did their choices affect how Massachusetts grew and changed?

What did we learn about different people’s values?

Given these experiences that Africans had, how do you think they would have

responded?

Lesson 17: African Experiences in Massachusetts

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Figures of Resistance Notes Organizer

Directions:°�NnIk¯w`o¯kI<G¯<D`on¯w`ok¯<llQO^IG¯{OokI¶¯olI¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

Nk`]¯nPI¯nIvn¯n`¯{\\¯Q^¯nPI¯EP<kn¯DI\`uµ

0PI^¯\QlnI^¯N`k¯w`ok¯nI<EPIkÕl¯Q^lnkoEnQ`^l¯<D`on¯uPI^¯n`¯lP<kI¯uQnP

E\<ll]<nIl¶¯<^G¯kIE`kG¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯\I<k^¯Nk`]¯nPI]µ

�Qln`kQE<\¯{OokI �`u¯GQG¯nPQl¯hIkl`^¯kIlQln

I^l\<tI]I^n¼

�`u¯GQG¯nPIQk¯t<\oIl¯lP<hI¯nPI

\QtIl¯`N¯`nPIkl¼

Lucy Terry

Prince

Prince Hall

Quock Walker

Lesson 18: Forms of Resistance

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Part 1

Directions: Use your cluster materials and learnings to respond to the prompt

below. Use the word bank to support your writing.

Word Bank

property Triangular Trade   resist rights

enslavement wealth / money   freedom labor

People sometimes incorrectly think that enslavement didn’t happen in

Massachusetts. Write a short letter to someone you know that explains what

you learned, including:

Different groups’ values and how these values shaped Massachusetts

At least two words from the word bank

Lesson 20: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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Part 2

Directions: 0PQ^[¯<D`on¯nPI¯{OokIl¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯<D`on¯Q^¯nPQl¯E\olnIk¶¯<^G¯ukQnI

nu`¯joIlnQ`^l¯w`o¯u`o\G¯\Q[I¯n`¯<l[¯nPI]¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPIw¯]<GI¯<¯GQNNIkI^EIµ

1lI¯nPI¯+<kn¯�¯u`kG¯D<^[¯DI\`u¯n`¯PI\h¯w`o¯N`k]¯w`ok¯joIlnQ`^lµ

+`llQD\I¯{OokIl·¯�GQ<¯`N¯
I^Q^¶¯�oEw¯0Ikkw¯+kQ^EI¶¯+kQ^EI¯�<\\¶¯-o`E[¯7<\[Ik

Part 2 Word Bank

freedom book rights speech / speeches

writing lead / leader argue   publish / published

Lesson 20: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 3: Change in the Time of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
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