
STUDENT WORKBOOK

Indigenous Communities, 
European Colonizers, and the 
Plymouth Colony

GRADE 3, UNIT 2

Illustration of a Wampanoag person watching an English ship approaching land in the 1620s. 
Image by Winona Nelson (Leech Lake Band of Minnesota Ojibwe), used with permission.



Copyright Notice

All original content in this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0

International License and © 2026 by DESE. Third party content including, but not limited to, images,

illustrations, and photographs, are subject to their own license terms.

.INIkI^EI¯Q^¯nPQl¯EokkQEo\o]¯n`¯<^w¯lhIEQ{E¯E`]]IkEQ<\¯hk`GoEnl¶¯hk`EIllIl¶¯`k¯lIktQEIl¶¯`k¯nPI¯olI¯`N

<^w¯nk<GI¶¯{k]¶¯`k¯E`kh`k<nQ`^¯^<]I¯Ql¯N`k¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<^G¯E`^tI^QI^EI¯`N¯nPI¯hoD\QE¶¯<^G¯G`Il

^`n¯E`^lnQnonI¯I^G`klI]I^n¯`k¯kIE`]]I^G<nQ`^¯Dw¯nPI¯ <ll<EPolInnl¯
Ih<kn]I^n¯`N¯�\I]I^n<kw

<^G¯/IE`^G<kw¯�GoE<nQ`^¯Ê
�/�Ëµ¯#ok¯`N{EI¯Ql¯^`n¯kIlh`^lQD\I¯N`k¯<^G¯G`Il¯^`n¯Q^¯<^w¯u<w¯Oo<k<^nII

nPI¯<EEok<Ew¯`N¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯Q^¯`nPIk¯lQnIl¯<EEIllQD\I¯nPk`oOP¯\Q^[l¯PIkIQ^µ¯�`k¯]`kI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^

h\I<lI¯E`^n<En·¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O�Qln`kwÜ]<llµO`tµ

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Table of Contents

2

4

5

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

28

32

38

Cluster 1: European Colonizers’ Arrival in the Northeast ...................................

Lesson 3: Understanding the Doctrine of Discovery and Colonization .....

Lesson 4: Wampanoag Perspectives and Experiences ........................................

Lesson 5: European Colonizer Perspectives and Experiences .........................

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment .........................................................................................

Cluster 2: Actions and Reactions to Plymouth Colony .......................................

Lesson 9: Actions and Responses .......................................................................................

Lesson 10: The 1621 Harvest Feast (Part 1) .......................................................................

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment .......................................................................................

Cluster 3: Longer-Term Impacts of Colonization ..................................................

Lesson 15: Impacts of Expanding Colonization on People .................................

Lesson 16: Impacts of Colonization on Nature (Part 1) ..........................................

Lesson 17: Impacts of Colonization on Nature (Part 2) ..........................................

Lesson 19: Formative Assessment .......................................................................................

1



Cluster 1: European Colonizers’ Arrival in the Northeast

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

2



Cluster 1: European Colonizers’ Arrival in the Northeast

Inquiry Chart

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

3



The Doctrine of Discovery, or the The Papal Bull

"Inter Caetera," written by Pope Alexander VI on

May 4, 1493.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The Doctrine of Discovery

Directions:°�`\\`u¯nPI¯�^tIlnQO<nQ^O

/`okEIl¯hk`]hnl¯OQtI^¯Dw¯w`ok¯nI<EPIk

n`¯\I<k^¯uP<n¯nPI¯
`EnkQ^I¯`N¯
QlE`tIkw

u<l¯<^G¯nPI¯DI\QINl¯DIPQ^G¯Qnµ

What was the Doctrine of Discovery?

�n¯u<l¯<^¯QGI<¯D<lIG¯`^¯<¯G`Eo]I^n

ukQnnI^¯Dw¯+`hI¯�\Iv<^GIk¯6�¯Q^¯����µ¯0PI

+`hI¯Ql¯nPI¯\I<GIk¯`N¯nPI¯�<nP`\QE¯EPokEPµ

What did the document say?

�µ¯0PI¯{kln¯�ok`hI<^¯E`o^nkw¯n`¯Ò{^GÓ

\<^G¯nP<n¯u<l¯^`n¯E`^nk`\\IG¯Dw

<^`nPIk¯�PkQlnQ<^¯E`o^nkw¯O`n¯n`

E`^nk`\¯Qnµ

�µ¯+I`h\I¯uP`¯uIkI¯�PkQlnQ<^¯P<G

]`kI¯kQOPnl¯nP<^¯hI`h\I¯uP`¯uIkI

^`nµ

�µ¯0PI¯+`hI¯n`\G¯�PkQlnQ<^l¯nPIw¯^IIGIG¯n`¯lhkI<G¯nPIQk¯kI\QOQ`^¯n`

�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Ilµ

Text sources:

Indigenous Corporate Training Inc. 2020. "Indigenous Title and the Doctrine of Discovery." March 30.

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. The Doctrine of Discovery, 1493..

Image source:

The Doctrine of Discovery. Image by Pope Alexander VI via The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History.

Lesson 3: Understanding the Doctrine of Discovery and Colonization

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

�IK^nSPwÇ
S�KkK^GKlÇ!`nKlÇ#kQ>^SzKk

Part 1 Directions: As you read the Wampanoag Perspectives text, record

evidence that answers the questions below.

1. How did the Wampanoag relate to the land?

2. How did the Wampanoag react to the European colonizers?

Lesson 4: Wampanoag Perspectives and Experiences

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

5

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Part 2 Directions: As you read the European Colonizer Perspectives text,

record evidence that answers the questions below.

1. How did the European colonizers view the land?

2. How did the European colonizers view the Wampanoag?

Lesson 4: Wampanoag Perspectives and Experiences

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Wampanoag Perspectives

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¶¯<^G¯\``[¯N`k¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯nPI

7<]h<^`<O¯kI\<nIG¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯kIlh`^GIG¯n`¯�ok`hI<^¯E`\`^QzIklµ¯1lI

nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`¯lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^l

adapted <GYolnIG¯`k¯EP<^OIG

stewards

hI`h\I¯uP`¯E<kINo\\w¯<^G¯kIlh`^lQD\w¯n<[I¯E<kI¯`N

l`]InPQ^O¯Q]h`kn<^n

enslaved E<hnokIG¶¯N`kEIG¯n`¯u`k[¶¯<^G¯olIG¯<l¯hk`hIknw¯°

�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯Q^¯!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯\QtIG¯GIIh\w¯E`^^IEnIG¯n`¯nPI¯\<^G¯N`k

]`kI¯nP<^¯��¶���¯wI<klµ¯ <^w¯�^GQOI^`ol¯nkQDIl¶¯Q^E\oGQ^O¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¶

tQIuIG¯\<^G¯<l¯<¯\QtQ^O¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯E`]]o^Qnwµ¯0PIw¯adapted n`¯nPI¯^<nok<\

kIl`okEIl¯Qn¯hk`tQGIGµ

0PI¯7<]h<^`<O¯\QtIG¯Q^¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯uQnP¯nPI¯\<^Gµ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯stewards `N

nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^nµ¯0PIw¯l<u¯\<^G¯<l¯nPI¯l`okEI¯`N¯\QNI¸¯nPIQk¯E<kI¯[Ihn¯Qn

D<\<^EIG¯<^G¯PI<\nPwµ¯0PIw¯{lPIG¶¯Po^nIG¶¯<^G¯O<nPIkIGµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯N<k]IG

Lesson 4: Wampanoag Perspectives and Experiences

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony

Unless otherwise noted, Investigating History is © 2026 by DESE and licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

For more information, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

7

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


<^G¯nk<GIGµ¯�^¯nPI¯lo]]Ik¶¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¯O<nPIkIG¯Q^¯\<kOI¯tQ\\<OIl¯Dw

nPI°E`<lnµ¯�^¯nPI¯uQ^nIk¶¯l]<\\¯N<]Q\w¯Ok`ohl¯lhkI<G¯`on¯n`¯\QtI¯Q^¯nPI¯u``G\<^G

N`kIlnlµ

0PI¯7<]h<^`<O¯P<G¯]In¯�ok`hI<^l¯DIN`kIµ¯0PIw¯[^Iu¯nP<n¯\<kOI¯lPQhl¯Nk`]

�ok`hI¯E`o\G¯]I<^¯nk`oD\Iµ¯�ok`hI<^l¯`^¯lPQhl¯[QG^<hhIG¯<^G

enslaved°�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Iµ¯�ok`hI<^l¯<\l`¯Dk`oOPn¯GQlI<lIl¯nP<n¯GIlnk`wIG

�^GQOI^`ol¯E`]]o^QnQIlµ¯�l¯<¯kIlo\n¶¯uPI^¯�^O\QlP¯E`\`^QzIkl¯{kln¯<kkQtIG¯Q^

7<]h<^`<O¯nIkkQn`kw¯Ê^`u¯[^`u^¯<l¯�<hI¯�`GË¯Q^¯
IEI]DIk¯`N¯����¶¯nPIw

uIkI¯holPIG¯`on¯Dw¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<Oµ

0PI¯7<]h<^`<O¯uP`¯\QtIG¯NoknPIk¯Q^\<^G¯GQG¯^`n¯]<[I¯`N{EQ<\¯E`^n<En¯uQnP

nPI¯�^O\QlP¯E`\`^QzIkl¯uPI^¯nPIw¯{kln¯<kkQtIGµ¯0PIw¯u<nEPIG¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯<^G

nkQIG¯n`¯GIEQGI¯QN¯Qn¯u<l¯l<NIµ¯0PIw¯GQG¯^`n¯`N{EQ<\\w¯]IIn¯nPI¯�^O\QlP¯E`\`^QzIkl

N`k¯]`^nPlµ

Text sources:

Newell, Chris. 2021. Text adapted with permission from If You Lived During the Plimoth Thanksgiving,

pages 8, 24–29, 30, and 32.

Seay, Bob. 2019. "Reframing The Story Of The First Encounter Between Native Americans And The

Pilgrims." WGBH News. November 28.

Eastham Historical Society. 2019. "The Site of the FIrst Encounter."

Image source: Illustration by Winona Nelson used with permission from the artist. © 2021 Winona Nelson.

!`nI·¯0PI¯D``[¯If You Lived During the Plimoth Thanksgiving°P<l¯IvnI^lQtI

Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯7<]h<^`<O¯\QNI¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnµ¯0`¯\I<k^¯]`kI¯<D`on

7<]h<^`<O¯\QNI¶¯N``G¶¯<^G¯E\`nPQ^O¯Q^¯����¶¯kINIk¯n`¯lIEnQ`^l¯��¶¯��¶¯<^G¯��¯Q^

nPI¯D``[µ
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

European Colonizer Perspectives

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¶¯<^G¯\``[¯N`k¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u¯�ok`hI<^

E`\`^QzIkl¯tQIuIG¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<Oµ¯1lI¯nPI¯u`kG¯D<^[¯n`

lohh`kn¯w`ok¯o^GIkln<^GQ^Oµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^l

territories

<kI<l¯`N¯\<^G¯olIG¶¯`u^IG¶¯`k¯o^GIk¯nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<¯lhIEQ{E

Ok`oh

valued Q]h`kn<^n¯<^G¯u`knP¯<¯PQOP¯<]`o^n¯`N¯]`^Iw

resources ]<nIkQ<\l¯nP<n¯<kI¯olINo\¯`k¯t<\o<D\I

 `kI¯�ok`hI<^¯E`\`^QzIkl¯DIO<^¯n<[Q^O¯`tIk¯territories°<\`^O¯nPI¯I<ln¯E`<ln¯`N

!`knP¯�]IkQE<¯Q^¯nPI¯����lµ

0PIw¯u<^nIG¯E`^nk`\¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯n`¯lI\\¯<^G¯]<[I¯]`^Iwµ

0PIw¯E<oOPn¯<^G¯l`\G¯E`G¯{lPµ¯0PIw¯Eon¯G`u^¯nkIIl¯<^G¯l`\G¯nQ]DIkµ¯�`\`^QzIkl

nk<GIG¯uQnP¯�^GQOI^`ol¯hI`h\Il¯N`k¯DI<tIk¯Nokµ¯0PI^¯nPIw¯l`\G¯nPI¯Nokl¯N`k

]`^Iwµ¯
I<tIk¯Nokl¯uIkI¯PQOP\w¯valued°Q^¯�ok`hIµ

Lesson 5: European Colonizer Perspectives and Experiences

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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English colonizers believed that the land could be owned. They also thought it

should be “improved” to make more resources. This would allow them to make

even more money. Land was valuable to them because it was a way to become

wealthy.

The English colonizers who arrived in Wampanoag territory in 1620 took over

an abandoned Wampanoag village known as Patuxet. They knew Indigenous

people were in the area. Colonists heard the Wampanoag in the woods but did

not approach them.

The English did not believe they needed to ask permission from the

Indigenous people to settle in the area. They arrived late in the year, when

winter was coming. Starving and in need of resources, they explored the area.

They took buried food, supplies, and other materials from Patuxet and

Wampanoag graves. They also cut down trees and started to build homes.

Text source: Newell, Chris. 2021. Text adapted with permission from If You Lived During the Plimoth Thanksgiving

pages 15–16 and 22–29.

Image source: Illustration by Winona Nelson used with permission from the artist. © 2021 Winona Nelson.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

+<kn¯�¯
QkIEnQ`^l·°.I<G¯nPI¯IvEIkhnl¯Nk`]¯nPI¯E\olnIkÕl¯]<nIkQ<\l¯DI\`uµ¯0PI^

u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯n`¯<^^`n<nI¯nPI¯kI<GQ^O¯uQnP¯nPI¯N`\\`uQ^O¯\InnIkl·

7¯ó¯h<k<Ok<hP¯nP<n¯GIlEkQDIl¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¯h`Q^n¯`N¯tQIu¯`k

hIklhIEnQtI

�¯ó¯h<k<Ok<hP¯nP<n¯GIlEkQDIl¯nPI¯�ok`hI<^¯E`\`^QzIk¯h`Q^n¯`N¯tQIu¯`k

hIklhIEnQtI

�¯ó¯nPI¯D`\G¯lI^nI^EI¯nP<n¯Ql¯<¯N<En

#¯ó¯nPI¯D`\G¯lI^nI^EI¯nP<n¯Ql¯<^¯`hQ^Q`^

0PIw¯\QtIG¯Q^¯P<k]`^w¯uQnP¯nPI¯\<^Gµ¯0PIw¯uIkI¯lnIu<kGl `N¯nPIQk¯I^tQk`^]I^nµ

0PIw¯l<u¯\<^G¯<l¯nPI¯l`okEI¯`N¯\QNI¸¯nPIQk¯E<kI¯[Ihn¯Qn¯D<\<^EIG¯<^G¯PI<\nPwµ

0PIw¯{lPIG¶¯Po^nIG¶¯<^G¯O<nPIkIGµ°0PIw¯<\l`¯N<k]IG¯<^G¯nk<GIGµ

0PIw¯u<^nIG¯E`^nk`\¯`N¯nPI¯\<^G¯<^G¯^<nok<\¯kIl`okEIl¯n`¯lI\\¯<^G¯]<[I¯]`^Iwµ

0PIw¯E<oOPn¯<^G¯l`\G¯E`G¯{lPµ¯0PIw¯Eon¯G`u^¯nkIIl¯<^G¯l`\G¯nQ]DIkµ¯0PIw

DI\QItIG¯nP<n¯nPI¯\<^G¯E`o\G¯DI¯`u^IGµ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯nP`oOPn¯Qn¯lP`o\G¯DI

ÒQ]hk`tIGÓ¯n`¯]<[I¯]`kI¯kIl`okEIlµ

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Part 2 Directions: Choose one of the topics. Then work independently to

answer the question using information from your cluster resources to support

your response.

Topic 1: The Wampanoag Topic 2: European colonizers

What was the Wampanoag’s

relationship with the land and

reaction to European colonizers?

What was the European colonizers’

view of the land and reaction to the

Wampanoag?

For the Wampanoag, the land…

When the European colonizers

arrived, the Wampanoag…

For the European colonizers, the

land…

When they arrived, European

colonizers thought the

Wampanoag…

Lesson 7: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Cluster 2: Actions and Reactions to Plymouth Colony

Inquiry Chart
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________

Actions and Responses Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you listen to the Actions and Responses reading, record information from the text that is

related to each topic in the graphic organizer below.

Topic Information from the text

English colonist actions

What did they do?

Wampanoag responses

How did they react?

Lesson 9: Actions and Responses

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Topic Information from the text

Agreements made and

why

What did the

Wampanoag and English

colonists agree to and

why?

Lesson 9: Actions and Responses

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

The 1621 Harvest Feast


QkIEnQ`^l· Read the text below, and look for information about what occurred

during the 1621 harvest feast. Use the work bank to support your

understanding. Then reread the text, and underline three facts in the reading.

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^l

loEEIllNo\ having a positive outcome

 <ll<l`Qn

the leader or chief of all Wampanoag sachems; a sachem is

the leader or chief of an Indigenous village or tribe in the

Cape Cod and Long Island Sound regions

lQO^Q{E<^n meaningful or important

When the English colonists took over Patuxet and founded Plymouth Colony,

they stole the Wampanoag’s buried food, seeds, and other supplies. Many of

the colonists had lived in cities back in England. In English cities, people often

bought food instead of growing their own. They were less likely to know how to

plant and harvest crops to feed many people.    

After the alliance was made in March 1621, the Wampanoag taught colonists

how to grow important crops. The Wampanoag traded seeds like corn, squash,

and beans. These plants were known to Wampanoag people as “The Three

Sisters.”

Lesson 10: The 1621 Harvest Feast (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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IE<olI¯`N¯uP<n¯nPIw¯\I<k^IG¯Nk`]¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¶¯nPI¯E`\`^Qlnl¯P<G¯<

loEEIllNo\¯P<ktIln¯Q^¯nPI¯N<\\¯`N¯����µ¯0PIw¯u<^nIG¯n`¯EI\IDk<nIµ¯0PI¯E`\`^Qlnl

E``[IG¯N``G¶¯h\<wIG¯O<]Il¶¯<^G¯{kIG¯nPIQk¯Oo^lµ¯°¯°¯°

#ol<]IjoQ^¶¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¯ <ll<l`Qn¶¯<^G¯<D`on¯��¯u<kkQ`kl¯PI<kG¯nPI

Oo^lP`nlµ¯0PIw¯I^nIkIG¯+\w]`onP¯nPQ^[Q^O¯nPIkI¯u<l¯<^¯<nn<E[¶¯Don

#ol<]IjoQ^¯l<u¯nP<n¯Qn¯u<l¯<¯EI\IDk<nQ`^µ¯0PI¯E`\`^Qlnl¯lI^n¯N`ok¯7<]h<^`<O

]I^°n`¯Po^n¯GIIkµ¯0PI¯E`\`^Qlnl¯P`lnIG¯#ol<]IjoQ^¯<^G¯nPI¯u<kkQ`kl¯N`k¯nPkII

G<wlµ¯0PIw¯<nI¯lI<N``G¶¯GIIk¶¯<^G¯GoE[µ¯0PIw¯<\l`¯<nI¯ljo<lP¶¯DI<^l¶¯GkQIG

DIkkQIl¶¯<^G¯E`k^µ¯°¯°¯°¯°

�`\`^Qlnl¯\Q[I\w¯GQG¯^`n¯E`^lQGIk¯nPQl¯ItI^n¯<¯ÚnP<^[lOQtQ^OµÚ¯�^¯nPIQk¯kI\QOQ`^¶¯`^

<¯G<w¯`N¯nP<^[lOQtQ^O¶¯nPIw¯lhI^n¯nPI¯G<w¯hk<wQ^O¯<^G¯nPI^¯P<tQ^O¯<¯Ok`oh

]I<\µ¯0PQl¯����¯ItI^n¯u<l¯E\`lIk¯n`¯<¯P<ktIln¯NIlnQt<\¯nP<n¯u<l¯`NnI^¯PI\G¯D<E[¯Q^

�^O\<^Gµ

#^¯nPI¯`nPIk¯P<^G¶¯nPI°����¯NI<ln¯u<l¯]`kI¯lQ]Q\<k¯n`¯nP<^[lOQtQ^O¯EI\IDk<nQ`^l

`N¯nPI¯7<]h<^`<O¯hI`h\Ilµ¯0PIw¯OQtI¯nP<^[l¯nPk`oOP`on¯nPI¯lI<l`^l¯uPI^

GQNNIkI^n¯N``Gl¯<kI¯kI<Gwµ¯0PI¯P<ktIln¯NI<ln¯`N¯����¯u<l¯^`n¯<¯lQO^Q{E<^n°ItI^n

N`k¯IQnPIk¯Ok`oh¯`k¯nPIQk¯NonokI¯kI\<nQ`^lPQh¯uQnP¯I<EP¯`nPIkµ

Text sources:

Newell, Chris. 2021. Text adapted with permission from If You Lived During the Plimoth Thanksgiving,

pages 29, 67–74.

Turner, John. 2020. They Knew They Were Pilgrims: Plymouth Colony and the Contest for American

Liberty. Yale University Press.

Hall, David. 1990. Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment: Popular Religious Belief in Early New England.

Harvard University Press.

Image source: Illustration by Winona Nelson used with permission from the artist. © 2021 Winona Nelson.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Part 1 Directions: Read the statements below. Then work together to mark the

statement with the following letters:

M = myth about the 1621 harvest feast

T = truth about the 1621 harvest feast

Statements Is it a myth (M) or

truth (T)?

Plymouth colonists had a successful harvest in the fall

of 1621 because of what the Wampanoag taught them

about planting crops.

The Wampanoag and Plymouth colonists thought that

the 1621 harvest feast was a very important event, and

they became good friends.

The Wampanoag celebrate thanksgivings throughout

the year as a way to give thanks for the land and what

it gives them.

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Part 2 Directions: Choose one of the topics. Then work independently to

answer the question. Be sure to include information from your resources about

your chosen point of view in your writing. You can use the sentence starters to

help you.  

Topic 1: The Wampanoag point of view Topic 2: The colonist point of view

In the year 1621, how did the

Wampanoag react to the Plymouth

colonists?

In the year 1621, how did the

Plymouth colonists react to the

Wampanoag?

The Wampanoag reacted to the

Plymouth colonists by…

Plymouth colonists reacted to the

Wampanoag by…

Lesson 13: Formative Assessment

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Cluster 3: Longer-Term Impacts of Colonization
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Impacts of Expanding Colonization on People

Directions:°.I<G¯nPI¯nIvn¯DI\`u¶¯<^G¯\``[¯N`k¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯<D`on¯P`u

Ivh<^GQ^O¯E`\`^Qz<nQ`^¯Q]h<EnIG¯GQNNIkI^n¯Ok`ohl¯`N¯hI`h\Iµ

Word Bank 
I{^QnQ`^

colonization uPI^¯<¯E`o^nkw¯n<[Il¯E`^nk`\¯`N¯\<^G¶¯hI`h\I¶¯<^G

kIl`okEIl¯Q^¯<^`nPIk¯<kI<¯Q^¯`kGIk¯n`¯O<Q^¯h`uIk¯<^G

]`^Iw

expanded OkIu¯Q^¯lQzI¯<^G¯Q^|oI^EI

sachems \I<GIkl¯`k¯EPQINl¯`N¯�^GQOI^`ol¯tQ\\<OIl¯`k¯nkQDIl¯Q^¯nPI¯�<hI

�`G¯<^G¯�`^O¯�l\<^G¯/`o^G¯kIOQ`^l

alliance <^¯<OkII]I^n¯n`¯u`k[¯n`OInPIk¯<^G¯PI\h¯I<EP¯`nPIk

enslaved E<hnokIG¶¯N`kEIG¯n`¯u`k[¶¯<^G¯olIG¯<l¯hk`hIknw

territories <kI<l¯`N¯\<^G¯olIG¶¯`u^IG¶¯`k¯o^GIk¯nPI¯h`uIk¯`N¯<¯lhIEQ{E

Ok`oh

Colonization°Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<ln¯expanded°<NnIk¯+\w]`onP¯�`\`^wµ¯7QnP¯nPQl

Ivh<^lQ`^¯E<]I¯nk`oD\Iµ¯°¯°
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Some Wampanoag sachems did not agree with Ousamequin's alliance with

the colonists. They did not want the English to stay. They knew more colonists

meant more possibility of disease and being enslaved. 

Ousamequin kept his side of the alliance, but the English broke their side of

the agreement again and again.      

Thousands of new English colonists arrived in the area and founded additional

colonies. They pushed Indigenous peoples out of their territories by force.

As they expanded their colonies, English colonists wanted to control more

natural resources. They began a war with the Pequot Tribe, the Indigenous

peoples of what is now Connecticut, because the English wanted complete

control of the Connecticut River.

Diseases and additional wars over land caused the Indigenous populations of

the Northeast to decrease greatly. By 1700, almost all of the land in the

Northeast was under the control of English colonies.

Text source: Newell, Chris. 2021. Adapted with permission from If You Lived During the Plimoth Thanksgiving,

pages 75–79.

Image source: Illustration by Winona Nelson used with permission from the artist. © 2021 Winona Nelson.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Impacts of Expanding Colonization Notes Organizer

Directions: Record information that answers each question below as you

engage with the sources listed. Part 1 will use information from the Impacts of

Expanding Colonization on People reading. Part 2 will use the Animal and Tree

Populations resource documents.

Part 1: Use information from the Impacts of Expanding Colonization on People

reading to record how expanding colonization impacted people.

How did expanding colonization impact Indigenous peoples?

How did expanding colonization impact English colonists?

Lesson 15: Impacts of Expanding Colonization on People

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Part 2: Use information from the Animal and Tree Populations documents to

record how expanding colonization impacted the natural world.

How did expanding colonization impact the beaver population?

How did expanding colonization impact the wolf population?

How did expanding colonization impact the right whale population?

Lesson 15: Impacts of Expanding Colonization on People

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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How did expanding colonization impact the Atlantic cod population?

How did expanding colonization impact the tree population?

Lesson 15: Impacts of Expanding Colonization on People

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Beaver Populations

Directions: For Part 1, read and discuss the text to learn about how

colonization impacted beavers. For Part 2, use the information you learned to

complete the prompts. 

Beavers are the largest rodents in North America. Adult beavers

weigh between 35 and 80 pounds.

Part 1: Read and discuss.

Beavers are important to nature. They dam streams and rivers. This creates

ponds that let plants and animals thrive.

Before colonization, beavers were found everywhere in what is now

Massachusetts. But beaver fur was very popular with colonists. They used it to

make hats and other items.

Colonists could make a lot of money selling fur. Plymouth colonists trapped

many beavers. The fur trade was a big business.

Before the 1600s, there were 100–200 million beavers in North America. Today

there are 10–15 million beavers.

Lesson 16: Impacts of Colonization on Nature (Part 1)

Student Handout

Grade 3, Unit 2: Indigenous Communities, European Colonizers, and the Plymouth Colony
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In the early 1900s, people began to help bring back beavers in New England.

There are still no beavers on Cape Cod.

Part 2: Complete the prompts.

Circle the word in the brackets [ ] that describes what you read.

The population of beavers [increased / decreased / stayed the same] during the

colonization of the Northeast.

Circle the word in brackets, [ ] and complete the sentence starter to

describe what you read.

Beaver populations [were / were not] affected by colonization because…

Text sources:

NPS. 2015. "Historical Importance and Abundance of Cape Cod's Mammals." February 26.

Mass.gov. "Learn about beavers."

Mass.gov. 2004. "Beavers in Massachusetts." June.

Image source: American Beaver by Steve via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Wolf Populations

Directions: For Part 1, read and discuss the text to learn about how

colonization impacted wolves. For Part 2, use the information you learned to

complete the prompts. 

Wolves thrive in different habitats, including woodlands, forests,

grasslands, and deserts.

Part 1: Read and discuss.

Wolves help create balanced ecosystems. They prey on larger animals like deer

and elk. This keeps the number of plants and smaller animals in the forest at

healthy levels.

Plymouth colonists hunted wolves to protect themselves and their farm

animals. Colonists created laws that paid people for each wolf they killed.

Wolves lived in Massachusetts for over 10,000 years. By the end of the 1700s,

wolves were not on Cape Cod. Since the 1800s, there have been no wolves in

the Northeast.

Lesson 16: Impacts of Colonization on Nature (Part 1)
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Part 2: Complete the prompts.

Circle the word in the brackets [ ] that describes what you read.

The population of wolves [increased / decreased / stayed the same] during the

colonization of the Northeast.

Circle the word in brackets [ ], and complete the sentence starter to

describe what you read.

Wolf populations [were / were not] affected by colonization because…

Text sources:

NPS. 2015. "Historical Importance and Abundance of Cape Cod's Mammals." February 26.

Mass.gov. "Conservation Laws in 1600s-1700s."

Benfey, Christopher. 2013. "The Lost Wolves of New England." The New York Review of Books. January 22.

Wolfwatcher. "Northeast Wolf Background and Recovery."

Image source: Canis lupus 2 by Martin Mecnarowski via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Atlantic Cod Populations

Directions:°�`k¯+<kn¯�¶¯kI<G¯<^G¯GQlEoll¯nPI¯nIvn¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯P`u

E`\`^Qz<nQ`^¯Q]h<EnIG¯E`Gµ¯�`k¯+<kn¯�¶¯olI¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯n`

E`]h\InI¯nPI¯hk`]hnlµ

Atlantic cod have large heads with a single barbel on their chin that looks like a

whisker. They can be different colors, from yellowish-green to dark-olive green to red.

Part 1: .I<G¯<^G¯GQlEollµ

�n\<^nQE¯E`G¯<kI¯<^¯Q]h`kn<^n¯h<kn¯`N¯nPI¯`EI<^µ¯�`G¯I<n¯{lP¶¯Ek<D¶¯lPkQ]h¶¯<^G

\`DlnIkµ¯0PIw¯<kI¯I<nI^¯Dw¯lP<k[l¯<^G¯`EI<^¯]<]]<\lµ


IN`kI¯nPI¯����l¶¯nPIkI¯uIkI¯l`¯]<^w¯�n\<^nQE¯E`G¯nP<n¯I<k\w¯Ivh\`kIkl¯uk`nI

<D`on¯nPI]µ¯�<hI¯�`G¯u<l¯kI^<]IG¯Dw¯E`\`^Qlnl¯DIE<olI¯`N¯nPI¯{lPµ

�QlPQ^O¯N`k¯E`G¯u<l¯<¯u<w¯N`k¯E`\`^Qlnl¯n`¯]<[I¯]`^Iwµ¯�`G¯u<l¯<¯h`ho\<k¯N``G

N`k¯hI`h\I¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<lnµ

�<hI¯�`G¯P<l¯N<k¯NIuIk¯E`G¯n`G<wµ¯�n\<^nQE¯E`G¯<kI¯^`u¯<n¯kQl[¯`N¯IvnQ^EnQ`^µ
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Part 2: Complete the prompts.

Circle the word in the brackets [ ] that describes what you read.

The population of Atlantic cod [increased / decreased / stayed the same]

during the colonization of the Northeast.

Circle the word in brackets [ ], and complete the sentence starter to

describe what you read.

Atlantic cod populations [were / were not] affected by colonization because…

Text sources:

Mass.gov. Learn about Atlantic cod.

NOAA Fisheries. 2026. "Atlantic Cod." January 21.

Bakermans, Marja and William San Martin. Extinction Stories. Pressbooks.

Image source: Portrait of Cod by August Linnman via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Right Whale Populations

Directions: For Part 1, read and discuss the text to learn about how

colonization impacted right whales. For Part 2, use the information you learned

to complete the prompts. 

A North Atlantic right whale mother and calf swimming in the

ocean.

Part 1: Read and discuss.

North Atlantic right whales have been in the Atlantic Ocean for tens of

thousands of years. They are one of the largest whales in the world. They can

grow up to 52 feet long (that’s longer than a school bus!) and weigh as much as

70 tons.

Before the 1600s, there were many right whales in the Northeast. In the late

1600s, colonists in Massachusetts began hunting right whales. They used

whale blubber to make oil and soap.
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By the mid-1700s, North Atlantic right whales were rare in the ocean around

Massachusetts. By the late 1900s, there were fewer than 300 right whales.

The Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 helped protect whale populations,

but they are still endangered. Scientists estimate there are close to 400 right

whales today.

Part 2: Complete the prompts.

Circle the word in the brackets [ ] that describes what you read.

The population of right whales [increased / decreased / stayed the same]

during the colonization of the Northeast.

Circle the word in brackets [ ], and complete the sentence starter to

describe what you read.

Right whale populations [were / were not] affected by colonization because…

Text sources:

Ocean Conservancy. 2018. "10 Facts You Didn't Know About North Atlantic Right Whales." July 30.

Philbrick, Nathaniel. 2015. "How Nantucket Came to Be the Whaling Capital of the World." December.

Smithsonian. "Baleen: From Whales to People."

Kasulis Cho, Kelly. 2022. "North Atlantic right whale population drops to about 340, worrying scientists."

October 25.

NOAA Fisheries. 2026. "North Atlantic Right Whale." March 18.

Image source: Eubalaena glacialis with calf by Unknown via Wikimedia Commons, public domain.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Tree Populations

Directions:°�`k¯+<kn¯�¶¯kI<G¯<^G¯GQlEoll¯nPI¯nIvn¯n`¯\I<k^¯<D`on¯P`u

E`\`^Qz<nQ`^¯Q]h<EnIG¯nkIIlµ¯�`k¯+<kn¯�¶¯olI¯nPI¯Q^N`k]<nQ`^¯w`o¯\I<k^IG¯n`

E`]h\InI¯nPI¯hk`]hnlµ¯

This beech forest on Cape Cod shows how the Northeast looked before colonization.

Part 1: .I<G¯<^G¯GQlEollµ

�`kIlnl¯^IIG¯]<^w¯[Q^Gl¯`N¯nkIIlµ¯�<EP¯nkII¯OQtIl¯GQNNIkI^n¯N``G¯<^G¯lPI\nIk¯n`

<^Q]<\lµ

�^¯nPI¯����Ç����l¶¯E`\`^Qlnl¯Eon¯G`u^¯nkIIl¯n`¯]<[I¯lh<EI¯N`k¯N<k]lµ¯#tIk¯P<\N

`N¯nPI¯N`kIlnl¯Q^¯nPI¯!`knPI<ln¯uIkI¯Eon¯G`u^µ


okQ^O¯nPI¯����l¶¯]<^w¯N<k]l¯uIkI¯<D<^G`^IGµ¯/`]I¯N`kIlnl¯OkIu¯D<E[µ¯°

#<[l¶¯hQ^Il¶¯<^G¯DIIEPIl¯Ok`u¯l\`u\wµ¯0PIw¯kIjoQkI¯<¯\`n¯`N¯lo^\QOPnµ¯ <^w¯`N
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Part 2: Complete the prompts.

Circle the word in the brackets [ ] that describes what you read.

The population and variety of trees [increased / decreased / stayed the same]

during the colonization of the Northeast.

Circle the word in brackets [ ], and complete the sentence starter to

describe what you read.

Tree populations [were / were not] affected by colonization because…

Text sources:

Science Daily. 2013. "���ÆwI<k¯lnoGw¯{^Gl¯!`knPI<ln¯N`kIlnl¯kIlQ\QI^n¶¯EP<^OQ^O." September 5.

Schneck, Marcus. 2019. ".IlI<kEP¯\``[l¯Q^n`¯���¯wI<kl¯`N¯+I^^lw\t<^Q<Ûl¯N`kIlnl¶¯uPQEP¯P<tI¯DII^

ÛE`]h\InI\w¯nk<^lN`k]IGµÛ" November 21.

Image source: Beech forest by National Park Service/Jesse Mechling via Library of Congress, public domain.
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Formative Assessment Task

Part 1

Directions: Using evidence from your cluster resources, write responses to the

prompts below about each topic. You can use the word bank to support your

writing.

Word Bank

territory colony force depleted endangered

trees Atlantic cod wolves right whales beavers

Indigenous peoples

How did expanding colonization affect Indigenous peoples of the Northeast?

What source(s) helped you answer this question?
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English colonists

How did expanding colonization affect English colonists in the Northeast?

What source(s) helped you answer this question?

Part 2 on the next page.
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Part 2

Directions: Use what you learned from sources to draw a response to the

question below. Then write the names of the sources you thought about to

create your drawing.

Nature

How did expanding colonization affect nature (trees and/or animals) in the

Northeast?

What sources helped you create your drawing?
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